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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly 
on Sunday evenings; please contact Katy 
Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a 
drink and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group on the first Monday of the 
month, 3–4.30 pm; please contact Talia 
Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group meeting on the 
first Monday of the month, 8–9.15 pm; please 
contact Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Monday homegroup, looking at book 6 of the 
Pilgrim course; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, studying book 5 of the 
Pilgrim course, meeting fortnightly; please 
contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup, looking at book 5 of the 
Pilgrim course, meeting fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 
pm; please contact Peter & Irene Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (5 different age-groups) plus DIY 
crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 St Paul’s children’s choir, with games sessions: 
Mondays 5.30–6.30 pm, leader Jonathan 
Upfold 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – 
for children and young people, whether you 
have any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week from 9.15 am in 
St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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Letter from the Rectory 

 

Sunday services: April Bible readings 
2 April 
9 April 
16 April 
23 April 
30 April 

Romans 8: 6–11; John 11: 1–45 [p. 106] 
Isaiah 50: 4–9a; Philippians 2: 5–11 [p. 110] 
Acts 10: 34–43; John 20: 1–18 [p. 164] 
Acts 2: 14a, 22–32; John 20: 19–31 [p. 169] 
Acts 2: 14a, 36–41; Luke 24: 13–35 [p. 173] 

 

Dear friends, 

Spring is in the air and the beautiful sound of birdsong lifts our spirits and reminds us of the glories 
of God’s created world – how wonderful! I’ve just finished reading Meadowland by John Lewis-
Stempel. It’s all about the private life of an English field. Did you know that the collective noun for 
goldfinches is a charm? 

The re-opening of St Matthew’s has been such a joy. I find that my perception of that holy place has 
significantly changed. The building is essentially just as it was but is now also appropriately modern, 
and with facilities for hospitality along with a toilet and baby-changing, which really does open it up 
for wider use. If you haven’t yet been to have a look I urge you to do so. There have already been a 
number of meetings in the newly created space with its lovely benches, and it’s worked well for the 
Lent course. 

Holy Week and Easter are at the heart of the church’s year. I hope you’ve received your parish 
Easter card. If you come only occasionally to one of the churches then you are especially welcome. 
I’ve mentioned before the word resonance, which stays with me as a guide to help test out the 
activities we put our energies into. I’m especially keen to go on asking those who don’t worship in 
church regularly those all-important open questions. For example: What most matters in your life? 
What do you most need? What do you worry about? What keeps you awake at night? What are you 
particularly grateful for? 

In an interview a few months ago the writer Alan Bennett said something to this effect, ‘I don’t 
often miss a God to pray to, certainly not a God to petition [ask] for things, but I do miss a God to 
give thanks to’. I find here a clue to the purpose of Sunday worship. This is a real antidote to a 
consumerist approach to Christianity, i.e. ‘What will I get from it?’ For me one of the main reasons 
for the presence of churches in a community is that they provide a place and space where we can, 
as it were, raise our eyes and hands to God and simply say ‘thank you’. Curiously this can be most 
helpful when life is tough. 

One of the recent Space in the City talks included this challenging quote from the writer Fr John 
O’Donohue: ‘Soul is a dangerous thing to have. It links you into the infinite whether you like it or 
not and will not let you rest happily in your mediocrity or escapism’. 

Back to the pragmatic! Our Annual Meetings are on Wednesday 26 April. At one level these are 
simply an administrative necessity. On another level they remind us of the quite extraordinary level 
of commitment by so many of you through the gifts of your time, skills and money, which go on 
enabling the vibrant life of this parish. Thank you. 

In the world, our greatest concern is surely the dreadful famines that are causing so much pain and 
death. I find I just have to go on believing that the prayers we each offer along with our gifts of 
money to relief agencies really do help make a difference.  

The weekend after Easter, Julia and I are going to Taizé, near Maçon, to visit our daughter, Sister 
Katie, for three nights. We speak on the phone every two weeks and it will be so good to catch up. 
Katie, along with her community, the Sisters of St Andrew, really values your prayers – thank you. 

With every good wish this month and for Holy Week and Easter, 

 
 

Cover image: We are most 
grateful to Stephen Whatley 
for permission to reproduce 
his painting. Prints of it cost 
£150, and we could have 
one as an Easter prayer 
focus in St Paul’s if anyone 
would like to give it to the 
church. 
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Sat 1 

Open Day attended by the 
mayor 
St Matthew’s, 10.30 am– 
4.30 pm 

Sun 2 

Cake sale by children and 
young people, raising funds for 
local refugees 
St Paul’s, 10.30 am 

Mon 3 

Book group 
Bereweeke Avenue, 3 pm 

‘Glimpses of God’ group 
Bereweeke Avenue, 8 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
St Paul’s, 8 pm 

Tues 4 

Lent course ends 
St Paul’s Hall, 7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 5 

Lent course ends 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Thurs 6 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

‘Coming of the railways’ talk 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Fri 7 

Deadline for new Electoral Roll 
entries

Under-fives’ Easter service 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Passion narrative rehearsal 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sun 9 

Palm Sunday 

Mon 10 

Deadline for May magazine 
articles 

Tues 11 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 12 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 13 

Maundy Thursday 

Fri 14 

Good Friday 

Sat 15 

Holy Saturday 

Children make Easter garden 
St Paul’s, 10 am 

Sun 16 

Easter Sunday 

Tues 18 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Sun 23 

Taizé service 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm

Tues 25 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 26 

Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 27 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

‘St Matthew’s memorials’ talk 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Tues 2 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Sat 6 

Community Day: Carnival 
St Paul’s, 10.30 am–4 pm 

Thurs 18 

‘Did your ancestors live here?’ 
talk 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Sun 14–Sat 20 

Christian Aid Week 
Please volunteer to be a 
collector (see p. 16) 

Sat 3 

Friends’ tour of Hillier Gardens 
Ampfield, 2–3.30 pm

 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We congratulate Victoria, Magnus 
and Harris McCabe on the birth of 
Eilidh Alice Lyn on 28 February. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Emrys Davies, Beryl Jones (in a 
care home in Morecambe and 
sending greetings to the church 
community via her son Nick), Julia 
Jones, Barbara Mariner, Emma and 
Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, Andrew 
Morrison, Sally Owens, Paul Rolph 
and Les Scott.

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Douglas Richardson 
(priest) and Harry Stevenson.

A P R I L 

Diary dates 

M A Y 

Family feedback 

J U N E 
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Cake sale in aid of refugees  The children and 
young people will be selling cakes after the 9.30 am 
service on Sun 2 April to raise money for refugees 
in our local area. Please support this. 
 
Under-fives’ Easter service with songs and stories, 
and hot cross buns afterwards: Fri 7 April, 9.30 am 
at St Paul’s, with pre-school and 
toddler group. Do come! 
 
Renewal of Electoral Roll 2017  If you’re already on 
the roll there’s nothing you need to do, but if 
you’re not on it and would like to be, please pick up 
a form at the back of church or contact Maggie 
Brecknell, 856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net. She is 
happy to give you a form and talk through any 
queries. The revision must be completed by Mon 
10 April. 
 
Cake sale in aid of Hope for Children  You are 
invited to an Open House at 1 Elm Road on Sat 22 
April, 10.30 am–12 noon and 3–4.30 pm, tea and 
coffee provided. Maggie Brecknell’s granddaughter 
Molly is hoping to raise £3,000 to take part in the 
‘Loughborough Climbs Kili 2017’ challenge, 
combining donating funds for disadvantaged 
children, visiting Hope for Children projects and 
climbing to the Roof of Africa. Maggie and Molly 
will have a bakeathon on 21st and sell the products 
on 22nd. 
 
Mothers’ Union events   

Tues 25 April, 2.30 pm: Kericho, Kenya, led by Jane 
Horne 

Wed 17 May, 10 am–2 pm, Wolvesey Palace: Quiet 
day, led by Revd Jackie Browning 

Tues 23 May, 2.30 pm: Faith in action, led by Sue 
Abernethy 

Normal meetings are in the Trussell Room at St 
Barnabas. All are welcome.’ 
 
Notice of Annual Parochial Church Meeting  The 
annual meetings to elect churchwardens, PCC 
members and, this year, Deanery Synod 
representatives will be held at St Paul’s on Wed 26 
April at 7.30 pm. 

There is at least one vacancy for a Deanery Synod 
representative, and we are allowed up to 15 
elected PCC members, so if you are interested in 
volunteering for either of these roles please 
contact the PCC secretary, Nathalie Schulz (810509, 
N.Schulz@btopenworld.com), who will be able to 
provide more information about what is involved. 
 

Community Day 2017: Sat 6 May 
The theme is Carnival … please get involved! 
Contact Lauren Thompson, 07975 721418, 
communitydayatstpauls@outlook.com. 

* Do you have any bric-a-brac you’d like to donate? 

* Do you have a large marquee or garden gazebo 
you would be happy to lend for the Community 
Day? 

* Would you be willing to lend some garden 
furniture for the outdoor seating area?  

* Cake stall – donations of cakes and preserves 
would be much appreciated. Either bring on the 
day or deliver to Waldrons, Stockbridge Road SO22 

5JH. Linda Russell-Smith (853584, 
waldrons@ntlworld.com) would be 
happy to collect if needed. 

* Bottles, Bottles, Bottles – please start 
thinking about bottles you could donate 
to the tombola; details of drop-off 
points will be in the welcome sheet 
during April, or contact Nathalie Schulz, 
810509, N.Schulz@btopenworld.com. 

Music + Food + Decoration + Performance + 
Participation + Children’s Activities 
 
Calling all campers  The parish camp for 2017 is to 
be held on 1–3 September at Avon Tyrrell in the 
lovely New Forest. It’s a fun event for all ages to get 
to know each other better and relax in peaceful 
surroundings, and you can attend part-time. Details 
from miriam.trebacz@btopenworld.com. 
 
Knitting for sailors  Seafarers often set out on new 
contracts not knowing where their ship will travel 
or end up, and they may find themselves without 
enough warm clothes to see them through the 
chillier parts of the globe. Jean Gardner dispatched 
two boxes of splendid hats and balaclavas to the 
Mission to Seafarers in March – ‘all colours of the 
rainbow and more!’ Many thanks to the faithful 
knitters. ‘Have a good summer knitting in the 
garden’, she writes. ‘I will send another batch in 
October.’ 
 
Parish Men’s weekend  Save the dates: 6–8 
October. A reflective weekend in the tranquil 
setting of Hilfield Friary in Dorset (fliers at the back 
of St Paul’s). This will be the fourth year of our 
successful weekends. Already eight previous 
participants have expressed interest. New faces are 
always very welcome. For further information 
please speak to Michael Joseph 
(michael@4joseph.co.uk) or Will Ridpath. 
 
 

Coming up 
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Beyond Ourselves 
As a church community we support Winchester’s 

Trinity Centre to help address poverty on our streets 

The Big Sleep Out 
5 May 2017 
One of Trinity Centre’s most public events each 
year is the Big Sleep Out. ‘Why sleep out?’ it 
queries on its website. Because there are 250,000 
people who are homeless in England. Because 
120,000 of these are children. Because in 
Winchester alone, Trinity works with 650 
vulnerable people every year, over half of whom 
have nowhere to call home. 

And this is what happens. From 6 to 10 pm Trinity 
hosts a celebration evening; all are welcome to go 
to Winchester Cathedral for live music, a hot meal 
and entertainment. For those sleeping out, 
cardboard is provided so you can build a structure 
to keep safe, warm and sheltered. Lights out is at 
10 pm, and in the morning a breakfast roll is 
provided before you head home to wash, sleep and 
get warm – which isn’t an option for the thousands 
who have to sleep rough every night. 

… and what it’s really like … 
Adrienne Marsden, who has been a supporter of 
Trinity for over five years now, writes: ‘I have been 
involved in a number of volunteering activities: 
making lunch for 50 guests, hosting fund-raising 
events and baking biscuits with my daughter for 
Christmas. However, what has given me the most 
rewarding and challenging experience is the Big 
Sleep Out, and having done it three times, I speak 
from experience! People volunteer for a multitude 
of reasons and engage in a vast range of different 
activities, although rarely does such an activity in 
any way “resemble” the experience of those you 
are supporting. That is why the Big Sleep Out is 
unique. 

‘For one night, you are given the opportunity to 
“experience” homelessness. Of course what we do 
doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface of true 
homelessness and it would be wrong of me to 
suggest that I can truly empathise. However, it 
does provide an opportunity for a period of deep 
reflection in the privileged setting of the grounds of 
Winchester Cathedral. And because of that, never 
does a day go by when I don’t think, “There but for 
the grace of God go I”.’ 

Andy Kettlewell, who has also taken part in the Big 
Sleep Out, comments: ‘I can’t pretend to get any 
sense of homelessness from the event as I always 

have the comfort of a 
home and family to return 
to. What I do get from the 
experience is a sense of 
loneliness from having 
nowhere to sleep beyond a 
bit of cardboard. I also 
return home more thankful 
for what I do have. For 
those thinking about taking 
part, a top tip is to zip your 
sleeping bag up early to 
stop the damp evening air 
getting in. The night is bad 
enough without a soggy 
sleeping bag! This is a picture of my bed for the 
night at the last sleep-out event I took part in.’ 

Adrienne and Andy would be happy to talk to 
anyone who may like to explore this more; and if 
you would like to donate clothes for Trinity they 
can be left at the back of St Paul’s. 

Volunteering needs 
 Trinity needs volunteers to help set up the Big 

Sleep Out on 5 May, marshal, register people 
on arrival and help to pack down the following 
morning. 

 You’re encouraged to put together a team to 
sleep out; it’s great for families, youth groups 
and friends to raise money and awareness for a 
local charity, and you’ll experience something 
very unusual! More information is available at 
http://trinitywinchester.org.uk/bigsleepout/. 

 There are longer-term, perhaps ‘easier’ ways of 
helping: people are needed to help collect 
donated food from Sainsbury’s in the mornings. 
This involves transporting boxes of fruit and 
vegetables, which are put in your car by 
Sainsbury’s staff and then taken out at Trinity 
by staff or clients. It’s quickly done – maximum 
1 hour once a month. If you’re interested, 
please contact Sue Walker, 850559, 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com. 

 Would you be willing to be ‘on call’ to help on 
an occasional basis with Trinity’s charity 
collections or fund-raising? 

If you’re looking for longer-term volunteering 
opportunities but are unsure how you’d like to help, 
please contact Alexa Heady, 
alexa.heady@gmail.com. 
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Beyond Ourselves: Eco Church update 
Do you remember 
the presentation at 
St Paul’s from A 
Rocha (a Christian 
charity working for 
the protection and 

restoration of the natural world) in December 
2015, just before the Climate Conference in Paris? 
You might have participated in the discussion 
afterwards. I was certainly inspired and thought, 
‘This is something for me to get involved with’. 
Now, over 15 months later, it is great to be able to 
give you a positive update. 

Our first initiative in the parish was to introduce 
the idea of switching to a renewable energy 
supplier. Did you read how Bishop John Dennis has 
switched to BULB? (See the November 2016 
magazine, available on our website at 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org/publications/. You can 
still do this – better now than never.) 

Last October I managed to attend two events of a 
diocesan series called ‘Caring for creation in a 
lower-carbon world’. The sustainably built new 
Wessex Learning Centre was filled with enthusiastic 
local Christians who were keen to explore ways 
how our churches could endorse sustainable living. 

I was encouraged to hear that two movements – 
switching energy to renewable providers and 
divesting from fossil fuels – are growing fast. More 
and more of the global banks and investment funds 
are reviewing the increasing risk of investments in 
coal, oil, gas and nuclear power because people are 
moving their money away from those industries 
and instead investing in ethical, sustainable funds. 

At the recent ‘Tools for Transformation’ meeting at 
Christ Church I was astonished how many local 
churches have already registered with A Rocha. We 
exchanged lots of great ideas and experiences. The 
following quote set me thinking: 

The predicted extent of climate change is a novel 
moral problem … Most people in the British Empire 

did not own slaves, even though an important 
proportion of the wealth of the empire was built on 
the profits from slave-labour plantations. But every 
individual who has driven a car, or flown in an 
aeroplane, lived in an energy-hungry modern 
house, bought clothes or computers made 10,000 
miles away or bought shares in a large corporation, 
is fractionally involved in global warming. (Michael 
Northcott) 

The Christian community is already playing an 
important part within the climate-change 
movement: Christian Aid, Tear Fund, Toilet 
Twinning, Operation Noah, Livesimply and of 
course A Rocha. I was delighted to learn that 
Winchester is one of the first five dioceses 
registered with A Rocha’s Eco Diocese initiative. 

But now the most exciting news: St Paul’s is 
registered with A Rocha and we have completed 
our first draft of the Eco Church survey. I was 
delighted to see that we have already achieved 
Bronze in two areas (Community and Global, 
Lifestyle) and even Silver in one (Worship and 
Teaching). We would only have to gain further 
points in two more areas to get the first Bronze 
award for our church (see dashboard). 

Would you like to know how we could achieve the 
remaining points? Wait a month and read about it 
in the next magazine. Or if you can’t wait, ask me at 
church or send me an email: 
max.priesemann@gmx.net. 

Max Priesemann 

 

Creation’s beauty 
Great Spirit give us hearts to understand, 

never to take from creation’s beauty more than we can give. 
Never to deny to give our hands for the building of creation’s beauty, 

nor to take from her what we cannot use. 
And may we know that when we wreck creation’s beauty 

we ourselves become blind. 

United Nations Environmental Project 
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Holy Week – what’s it all about? 
 

The Easter Triduum 
(three days for prayer before a feast) 

Palm Sunday, 9 April 
  Holy Communion at St Matthew’s 
  Parish Communion with procession 
    of palms, dramatic Passion reading 
    and children’s activities at St Paul’s 
  Mattins and Passion reading at St 
    Matthew’s 

Maundy Thursday, 13 April 
  Holy Communion with stripping of 
    the altar, and Watch, at St Paul’s 

Good Friday, 14 April 
  Family service for all ages at St Paul’s 
  Churches Together in Winchester 
    Act of Witness (meet at St Peter’s) 
  Devotional service at St Paul’s 
  Devotional service at St Matthew’s 

Holy Saturday, 15 April 
  Easter garden preparation by children 
    at St Paul’s 
  Vigil and first light of Easter at St Paul’s 

Easter Sunday, 16 April 
  Holy Communion at St Matthew’s 
  Family Communion, with Easter egg 
    hunt for children, at St Paul’s 
  Mattins and Holy Communion at St 
    Matthew’s 

 
8 am 

9.30 am 
 
 

11.15 am 
 

 
7.30 pm 

 

 
10 am 

10.45 am 
 

12 noon 
2 pm 

 
10 am 

 
8 pm 

 
8 am 

9.30 am 
 

11.15 am 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Today the climax of our Lord’s life begins, and 
from now until Easter Sunday we celebrate the 
very heart of our Christian faith. 

At 11 am Peter and Mary join other clergy in the 
cathedral to renew their ordination vows. Bishop 
Tim blesses the holy anointing oil used at 
baptism, confirmation and for the unwell. 

The 7.30 service is a particularly beautiful and 
powerful Eucharistic celebration with three 
themes: (1) the Last Supper, recalling Jesus’ last 
meal with his disciples, (2) foot washing, re-
enacted remembering how Jesus kneels at our 
feet to care for us, (3) the Watch: Gethsemane 
and the darkness of Jesus’ prayer of agony, 
betrayal, arrest and trial (symbolised by stripping 
the altar, leaving only bare wood). The Watch is a 
time of supreme quiet, an opportunity to show 
our love for Jesus by being with him in these 
precious hours. 

Palm Sunday 

We re-enact Jesus’ last journey into Jerusalem on a 
donkey. To complete his work as our Saviour he 
comes to that great city, where he will suffer, die and 
be raised to new life. 

For the 9.30 service we gather on the grass behind St 
Paul’s and process with jubilant singing into church. 
Palm crosses remind us of the palms the people used 
to carpet Jesus’ way. At 9.30 and 11.15 the Passion 
narrative from St Matthew’s gospel will be read 
dramatically. 

The next three days are a special opportunity to focus 
on private prayer; join us at 4.30 in St Paul’s for 
Evening Prayer, focusing on the Passion narrative: 
Luke 22: 1–23; Luke 22: 24–53; Luke 22: 54–71. 

Good Friday 
 

Today we come to church to be with Jesus in his 
dying. Our hearts and minds become caught up in 
the unspeakable human cruelty inflicted on Jesus 
and at the same time the victory over death that 
his dying brought. And so we can say, ‘We glory in 
your cross, O Lord’. Kneeling at the foot of the 
cross, we can offer our own lives – especially our 
own pain and the pain of others. 

We call it Good Friday because this day changed 
the world. If Easter Sunday is to be truly glorious, 
we need to spend time with Jesus as he dies 
for us. 

Holy Saturday 

This should be a quiet day of preparation for 
Easter. At 10 am you are welcome to help make 
the Easter garden in front of the altar at St Paul’s. 
Today Jesus lies in the tomb; we remember how 
he descends to hell to save those who have 
already died. 

The 8 pm service at St Paul’s is a movement from 
darkness into light as we begin to celebrate the 
resurrection, symbolising this by each lighting a 
candle. The most beautiful words of the Exsultet 
are sung. 

Easter Sunday 
He is risen! Our lives can never be the same again. Ultimately nothing can harm or destroy us. Life has 
meaning and purpose. Alleluia! All the way through the season of Easter to Ascension and Pentecost! 
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Faith development 
 

The call to ministry 
My name is Tom Simpson and, though I haven’t 
been a regular worshipper at St Paul’s for a while, 
it’s the church I grew up in. I’m studying for a 
degree in Theological and Pastoral Studies at Oak 
Hill Theological College in north London, and I’ll be 
ordained in the summer. I’ve been asked to share 
some of my experiences from the past few years as 
to how I ended up here. 

It is often assumed that, to be a vicar, you must be 
like the Old Testament prophets and have a vision 
from God, commissioning you to go and serve in his 
church. But the reality is very different (and much 
more normal) than that. It’s simply this: those 
called to ministry are Christians – those who 
believe that following Jesus is the way to God the 
Father, who want to be involved in leading God’s 
church. As Paul writes to a young church leader in 1 
Timothy 3: 1, ‘Here is a trustworthy saying: 
whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble 
task’. An overseer (sometimes translated ‘bishop’, 
but can be any sort of church leader) is someone 
wanting to lead people to worship God, whether by 
telling people who don’t know God about him (i.e. 
evangelism) or helping Christians to worship God 
better in church services and throughout their lives. 

For me, there was no ‘moment’ of call, but a 
growing desire in my heart that I wanted to teach 
people about God and help them serve him better. 
This isn’t the only thing you need, but it is the first. 
The second is that there are some character 
requirements. Serving as a church leader isn’t 
about your educational ability (at college there’s 
everyone from Oxbridge doctors to former 
squaddies); it’s about being able to teach and living 
a godly life. In 1 Timothy 3 Paul explains what this 
character is like in more detail, and the Church of 
England has turned his description into their 
‘selection criteria’ – nine areas you’re assessed 
against when you apply for selection for ordination. 

What does selection look like in practice? After 
finishing university I worked for a church, and the 
vicar suggested I apply. I then spoke with the 
diocese’s selection staff to see whether they 
thought I matched up to the criteria. It was a 
lengthy process, but understandably so; the care of 
people’s souls is a weighty matter that shouldn’t be 
rushed. Once the diocese was satisfied, I was sent 
to a Bishop’s Advisory Panel, where representatives 
from the rest of the Church of England vet you to 
confirm whether you meet the selection criteria. 
It’s a three-day panel and I found it quite intense, 
not least because the venue I was sent to was 

sandwiched between the West Coast Main Line and 
the M6! 

It’s vital for a national church that you’re selected 
first from your local church (where they know you 
best), then your region (your diocese, where you’re 
likely to serve first) and then by the Church of 
England as a whole. Each vicar represents the local 
outpost of the church of God, where we present 
one faith in Jesus Christ as a united church body, 
seeking to encourage local believers and call those 
who don’t yet believe. 

This is how I ended up at theological college; next 
month I’ll be writing about my time at college and 
what preparation for ministry feels like. 

Book review: David Winter, 
At the End of the Day 

David Winter has written many 
books over the past 60 years. His 
enthusiasm and sense of humour 
shine throughout his writings. He 
was a regular contributor to 
‘Thought for the Day’ and was 
also Head of Religious 
Broadcasting for the BBC. When 
he was in his 50s he trained for 
the ministry. He became a parish 

priest and ministered for 11 years before retiring. 
Now in his 80s, he has continued to write and is 
perfectly positioned to write At the End of the Day. 

In this book he examines what it is to be old and 
how the Bible deals with this in stories from the Old 
and New Testaments. He considers such things as 
mood swings in old age, the importance of 
remaining as lively as years and health allow, and 
relationships across the generations. He looks at 
loneliness and the problems of ill health, fears and 
regrets, and finding fulfilment in old age through 
faith. 

David Winter deals with these topics honestly and 
with a great sense of humour. ‘Enjoying life in the 
departure lounge’, as he subtitles the book, is not a 
depressing read. It is uplifting and inspiring. As he 
points out, just because he is in his 80s this does 
not mean he has become someone else. It is a book 
not just for the elderly or those approaching old 
age, but for all who come into contact with the 
elderly, such as grandchildren. At the End of the 
Day provides a deeper understanding of what it is 
to be elderly both for those who are yet to get 
there and for those who have already arrived. 

Christine Bennett 
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Faith at work 
Brother, sister, let me serve you 

 
I was brought up in a Christian household where 
my parents dedicated their lives to the service of 
people in the local community. It seemed entirely 
natural to me then that I would pursue a career in 
the caring professions, and in my professional life 
as a physiotherapist I had the opportunity to work 
with some of the most marginalised in our society 
in a hospital for adults with learning disability. 

I remember one lady called Maureen. She was 
about 30, profoundly disabled, with no 
communication and no mobility. She sat in her 
chair all day, rocking from side to side, making 
moaning noises and pressing her hands into her 
throat. Her basic daily needs were met by the staff, 
but no one spent time with her because one of her 
less attractive habits was to make herself sick by 
putting her fingers down her throat. Maureen 
shared her ‘home’ with 20 other women, all of 
whom had complex physical and mental needs. 

It wasn’t my favourite duty of the week when I had 
to do her physio stretches with her. However, it did 
give me the opportunity to talk to her and to touch 
her. I used to chat to her for the whole session, 
filling the inevitable and seemingly impenetrable 
silence, hoping that she wouldn’t vomit! After 
months and months of working with Maureen I was 
stopped in my tracks one day when it appeared 
that she was answering one of my relentless 
questions – not in the traditional way of spoken 
communication but through the movement of her 
body and her eyes, she was responding either yes 
or no. I tried again and there was her response – 
appropriate and freeing. 

I saw Maureen for the first time that day. A person 
made in the image of God with unimaginable 
hurdles to overcome. I saw the excitement in her 
eyes and the smile that lit up her whole being. My 
faith had taught me to not walk by on the other 
side; for Maureen’s sake, and for mine, I am so glad 
I didn’t. 

I don’t know what happened to Maureen. I moved 
on soon after, and as this was the 1980s I imagine 
that she was rehoused into the community a few 
years later. 

 

I will share your joy and sorrow 
 

I have been fortunate enough to have enjoyed 
every job that I have ever done. Working with 
children with additional needs who find the school 
environment an anathema presented me with 
unique challenges and the need for a large helping 

of patience. I have become a master of distraction 
techniques and I have often needed to dig deep to 
find imaginative ways to engage these children in 
learning. Sometimes it has been enough just to be 
there for them when they have needed to share 
their joys and sorrows with someone. 

 

Walk the mile and share the load 
 

I currently work for a charity, Home-Start, 
supporting families with young children who are 
finding life particularly difficult. I have lived in 
Winchester for nearly 30 years but had no idea 
about some of the daily challenges that some local 
families have to deal with. Over the past three 
years, it has been a true privilege to be able to 
‘share the load’ with these families by offering 
them support and friendship and by enabling them 
to give their children a better start in life. 

I realise that in all these things God has been 
alongside me, guiding me and protecting me, filling 
me with his love and wisdom, which has 
empowered me to serve others in many and 
various ways. 

As I walk or drive to work my prayer has always 
been, ‘Come with me Lord, for I can’t do this job on 
my own. Amen’. 

Liz Stannard 

Please be in touch if you’d like to contribute an 
article to this series: peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

Children’s/Youth Work Assistants 
Roles: To plan informal sessions/lead a group at 
St Paul’s on Sundays, 9–11.30 am 

Children’s Assistant 1: For children aged 4–6 and 
7–9 
Children’s Assistant 2: For children aged 9–12 
Youth Assistant: For young people aged 13–18 

All sessions will be on a Christian theme and 
include prayer, a Bible story, activity, game and 
discussion based on the ROOTS resources 

Pay: £7.50–£8.50 per hour 

Attributes: a practising Christian, aged 18+, a 
good communicator, good at working in a team, 
creative in engaging young people in the Christian 
faith (DBS check needed for successful applicants) 

Contact: Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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The beauty of diversity in unity 
Through Church Mission Society (CMS) we support a young 
family in southeast Asia, working alongside the local 
church as it seeks to respond to new opportunities and 
challenges, leading training and also teaching English to 
resource emerging leaders. 

CMS is a community 
of people who 
believe they have 
been set free to 
follow God’s call in 

mission. Thousands of people from all walks of life 
are part of it –  

 like Manoj, who is training Christian leaders for 
the fast-growing church in Nepal 

 like Cristina, who accompanies excluded 
indigenous people through Argentina’s 
healthcare system 

 like Luke, a ‘pioneer course’ student, who 
works amongst bikers 

 like Rana, a London vicar passionate about 
sharing Asian Christians’ gifts with UK churches 

The CMS story began more than 200 years ago with 
a group of Christians whose hearts were stirred to 
put their call from God into action. It included 
people like William Wilberforce, John Venn and 
John Newton. Together they worked to abolish the 
slave trade, they fought for the rights of oppressed 

people in their own land and they launched out on 
dangerous seas to share good news with the world. 

Currently there are CMS people in 40 countries 
across Africa, Asia, South America, the Middle East 
and Europe. In their own words, this is how a few 
of them describe their way of life: 

‘We love being part of something rooted, 
redemptive, eye-opening, world-changing, 
community-building, boundary-pushing, risk-taking, 
faith-informing.’ – Anna and Chris 

‘My previous vicar used to say, “Find out what God 
is doing and join in” … Through working alongside 
the poor [in a marginalised minority community in 
Pakistan] to bring social change, we also saw a 
gradual spiritual change emerging. At first there 
were barriers, but gradually, we of different faiths 
learned to respect each other, recognising our 
common goal to deliver quality education for our 
children … The social changes that we were able to 
be part of opened the way for people to experience 
the love and compassion of Christ.’ – Jane 

 

Disturb us, Lord 
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves: 

when our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little; 
when we arrived safely because we sailed too close to the shore. 

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess 
we have lost our thirst for the waters of life; 

having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity; 
and in our efforts to build a new earth we have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim. 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
to venture on wider seas where storms will show your mastery; 

where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. 
We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes 

and to push into the future in strength, courage, hope and love. 

Attributed to Sir Francis Drake, 16th-century explorer and soldier, 
but also to M. K. W. Heicher, as published in the 1960s in the Minister’s Manual, vol. 37 



12 |  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Junior servers at 
the 9.30 service 

Thursday 
toddler group 

St Paul’s @ 4 
family service 

 

Sunday hall 
activities 



| 13 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rededication of 
St Matthew’s 

Heritage talk at 
St Matthew’s 

 



14 |  

From the wider Christian community 
Reflection by Peter Millar, former Warden of Iona Abbey 

Over many years I have had the privilege of 
sharing with the Wellspring Community in 
Australia. This is an ecumenical, dispersed 
Christian community with members and 
friends throughout Australia – initially 
inspired by the Iona Community. I still 
value my connection with this Australian 
community, which continues to touch many lives.  

The Australian church as a whole has brought to 
the world church rich resources – not least this 
creed by the distinguished Australian theologian, 
writer and prophet Dorothy McRae McMahon. It is 
a creed for our times, and for all times. 

We believe in God who takes our smallest moments 
of hope and grows them forth like a tree with 
spreading branches for the sheltering of new life. 

We believe in Jesus Christ who walks tall among us, 
seen in our faces, felt in our hearts, bedded deep in 
the longing of our souls for all that is true, just and 
full of hope. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who waits on our 
moments of openness and springs into the 
unknowns with joy and delight, that we might be 
called on beyond where we thought we could go – 
where every step is walked on holy ground. 

There are several elements in this creed that 
enable us to live more deeply as we connect with 
the issues of our day. In ways beyond our limited 
imagining, the one who created us all can convert 
even the ‘smallest moments of hope’ and make of 
them spiritual structures for the birthing and 
sheltering of new ways of living. We can all give 
examples of this from our daily experiences. Just 
pause and think of a situation where a tiny spark of 
hope has broken through and brought new 
possibilities – both at a personal level and in the 
wider world. 

And then there is in our times this ‘deep longing’ 
for justice, for peace, for a new way of living out 
our shared humanity. This longing of the human 
soul exists amidst society’s multiple disconnections. 
It is a longing present in all the great religions, and 
it is propelling us to begin to understand much 
more intelligently than before the truths 
embedded in faith traditions other than our own. 

This important connecting is a work of grace – a 
signatory of the Spirit. It is to be undertaken by all 
of us, not just by faith leaders. Basic human 
friendships across the various faiths are lights in 
dark times, and an example of this is the reaching 

out in love to refugees and strangers in 
need by many people everywhere. 

This Australian creed draws us into 
another life-enhancing wisdom. When we 
allow ourselves to be open to the free-
flowing Spirit of God we are led into 
places we never imagined we would be 

and to people we never thought we would meet. 
And all of these revitalised encounters and insights 
are actually on holy ground. When we are there we 
know we are there. 

‘Sacred space’ is that place where our depths 
encounter the depths of others and of our longing 
world. We could say that this is a place many miles 
from the often bland pathways of modernity: it is 
certainly not about ‘fake news’ – a term with which 
we are suddenly all too familiar. So we sit quietly 
wherever we are in the world and ask that Power 
so much greater than our own to lead us to fresh 
places of awareness, of compassion and of surprise. 
I think we all need this inner reawakening in order 
to face with serenity the uncertainty and plurality 
that today frames and informs our daily living. 
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From the wider Christian community 
A fresh tone and culture 

A response to Marriage and Same Sex 
Relationships after the Shared Conversations: A 
Report from the House of Bishops 

At St Martin-in-the-Fields we value 
inclusivity. That means we 
particularly cherish those whose 
gifts the church has wastefully long 
neglected and whose identity it has 
shamefully often oppressed. We 

believe the reason the church so frequently 
experiences its life as scarcity is because it has 
failed to receive and honour those angels and 
blessings that God has consistently sent its way. 
Meanwhile we recognise that inclusivity requires us 
to find ways to listen with humility to those whose 
perspective, we fear, seems to shrink the wideness 
of God’s mercy. They dwell in God’s heart too. 

We welcome the bishops’ commitment to listening, 
embodied in the Shared Conversations. We wonder 
in what respects the document shows evidence of 
having truly heard the experience of those whose 
lives and callings the church has so long suppressed 
and vilified. We look forward to the promised signs 
that the church has indeed had a change of heart. 

We welcome the bishops’ reluctance to be drawn 
into sweeping ‘solutions’ or idle ‘resolutions’. We 
wonder why one part of the body of Christ 
continues to be regarded as a problem rather than 
as a gift. We look forward to a genuine 
transformation of tone and culture away from one 

that rejects people simply for the way God has 
made them. 

We welcome the bishops’ call for maximum 
freedom within the current legal constraints. We 
wonder if the bishops really want to endorse such 
an uncomfortable contrast between love and law, 
covenant fidelity and ecclesiastical disapproval, the 
manifest grace of God and a precise reading of 
select scriptural texts, the increasingly warm 
embrace of society and the apparently inexplicable 
inhibition of the church. We look forward to a time 
when pastoral care is not invoked to tend wounds 
the church has so often itself inflicted. 

We welcome the call for a new teaching document 
on marriage and relationships. We wonder in what 
sense, if there is no conception of any alteration to 
the existing teaching on marriage, such a document 
could genuinely be described as ‘new’. We look 
forward to a truly open, honest, fresh and gracious 
shared conversation in the church about God’s gifts 
of love, fidelity, relationship, family and marriage. 

Seeking the healing of the church we love. 

Sam Wells, Vicar 
Gail Elkington and Adrian Harris, Churchwardens 
St Martin-in-the-Fields, 8 February 2017 
 
http://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/church/ 

 
 

 

 

Christian Aid Week, 14–20 May 2017 
I love this time of year! It’s a real turning point for 
those of us who love gardening. It’s Mother Nature 
turning her back on the stark winter days and 
ushering in spring and new hope. Gardening is 
something I do for me. 

But there are things I do for others too. And it is 
fitting that Christian Aid Week falls into this 
expectant time of year. Like gardening, being a 
Christian Aid Area Co-ordinator is all about 
preparing the ground, sowing seeds and watching 
for green shoots of hope. Above all, it’s marvelling 
at what God does with your efforts. I’ve never 
professed to being an expert gardener, merely an 
enthusiastic one. I do what I can and God does the 
rest. And so it is with Christian Aid Week. God 
doesn’t need our expertise, just our enthusiasm. 

Every year, through Christian Aid Week God 
enables this parish to keep hope alive for 
thousands of people who through no fault of their 

own ‘drew the short straw’ in life. Important stuff. 
So important, in fact, that a few years back I made 
a commitment to myself that I would stop trying to 
fit Christian Aid Week around my life. Instead, for 
one week of the year, I would fit my life around it.  

And this simple act has transformed everything for 
me. Instead of being pinched for time, I’m relaxed 
and can make time for conversations. The more 
conversations I have, the more I enjoy doing it. The 
more I enjoy it, the more I seem to collect. 

Door-to-door collecting is one of the most  
effective ways of raising funds. If you haven’t 
collected before, I would ask you to really think 
about whether you can give 2–4 hours of your  
time this year. If you’re willing to deliver and collect 
envelopes in a road of our parish please contact 
Julie Sharp on juliemichaela@gmail.com or  
07952 236887 to find out how you can make a 
difference.
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Our community at the pre-school 
A display of magic takes places in St Paul’s 
Hall every weekday morning. Cupboards 
explode, teachers and volunteers appear, 
and 41 children scooter up the hill – packed 
lunches on board, bursting with excitement 
for a day at St Paul’s Pre-school. Within 
minutes of the doors opening, children are 
immersed in one of the many activities 
imaginatively created by Silvia Brown and her 
team. 

Last week the hall was awash with tigers and 
dinosaurs, and parents were greeted at pick-up 
time with freshly baked dinosaur fossil biscuits and 
Goldilocks’ cookies! No two weeks are the same. 
You need to pop in and see for yourself what goes 
on before the bell rings for tidy-up (and we’d love 
to see you at any time). Crafts, dolls and tractors 
are then packed away and, before the cookies have 
even cooled off, the hall is transformed once again 
into another magical space: this time for the 
Fulflood ballerinas. 

This is community at its best – a much-loved space 
being shared by many – and it is a privilege for each 
of us to be able to share in the space and life of St 
Paul’s. 

Much of the pre-school day is spent outside in the 
adjoining meadow and we are hoping to create 
something with proceeds from the recent Pico 
Players concert and workshop organised in support 
of the church and pre-school: a creation that would 

benefit all who come to St Paul’s, and 
represent the strong sense of 
community we have here. If you have 
an idea as to what you think this 
might be, please let Peter or me 
know. 

For our Easter preparations we will be baking hot 
cross buns and looking ahead towards the wonder 
of Easter. Do come and join the pre-school 
teachers, children and wider families for one of our 
special celebrations with Silvia and Mary in the 
church on Fri 7 April at 9.30 am. And we’ll be back 
next month with more news. 

Laura Broadhurst, Co-chair 
laurabroadhurst@gmail.com 

 

Wordsearch 
W B O Y T I N U M M O C U G E 

C E L E B R A T I O N L N V F 

Y A Y L S I L E N C E I I O I 

L U T O R R E A L R R M T L L 

D T I R E T E A C A E B Y U H 

O Y N D R J C Y H S C E Y N M 

G N I M O O Z S A C A R T T E 

S E R Y L E E N R R E S I E D 

T W T O P Y I G I A P E S E I 

I R V O X R H L T M R R R R T 

U E H W E T O O Y B I V E S A 

C T H L I S L B E L S I V I T 

S S L A L U Y A A E E N I E I 

I A F N E R S L R R N G D S O 

B E E M I T R A N S I T I O N 

St Paul’s Pre-school 
is a community based charity which began life 
in a private house in 1968, growing and 
developing over time until it moved to the 
grounds of St Paul’s Church in the mid-1980s. 

It has been under the leadership of Silvia 
Brown for the past seven years. Silvia is 
supported by five part time members of staff, 
students, volunteers and a parent-led 
committee. 

http://www.stpaulspreschoolwinchester.co.uk 

BALLERINAS 
BEAUTY 
BISCUITS 
CELEBRATION 
CHARITY 
CLIMBERS 
COMMUNITY 
DIVERSITY 
EASTER 
EXPLORERS 
FAITH 
GLOBAL 
GODLY 
HOLY 
HOPE 
JOY 
LIFE 
LOCAL 
LORD 
LOVE 

MEDITATION 
NEW 
PEACE 
PRAYER 
REAL 
RISEN 
SCRAMBLERS 
SERVING 
SHARING 
SILENCE 
TIME 
TRANSITION 
TRINITY 
TRUST 
UNITY 
VOLUNTEERS 
YEARN 
YES 
ZOOMING 
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Children’s and youth work update 
Scramblers (pre-school age)  In one session the 
children spoke about sharing. One activity was to 
collect little pieces of paper from around the room 
and then to share them out equally between 
everyone there. In another session they heard the 
story of Jesus calling the fishermen to follow him. 
They made ‘zooming fish’ which sped through 
water to tell their fishy friends about Jesus! 
Another time they heard about Jesus in the 
wilderness and thought about how we should trust 
in God when we feel tempted. 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–5)  
Abbie Edwards has been leading some interesting 
sessions for the children, helped by a good team of 
volunteers, and the numbers have slowly been 
increasing. The children seem to have taken to her 
very well. Abbie reports, ‘This month the Climbers 
and Explorers have been creative! They have been 
busy making transfiguration posters of Jesus with 
silver foil, wind and water mobiles, their own 
compasses and a group acrostic, amongst other 
activities. We introduced meditation recently and 
the children are taking to it well. They seem to be 
enjoying some time just to relax in their busy lives. 
We have also continued to read the weekly stories 
in the ROOTS material, which the children like. 
They tend to join in with the reading themselves.’ 

Destination (Years 6–8)  The numbers have 
remained steady and Charlotte Wilde has got good 
relationships with the children. She has introduced 
some games and ways of praying that they engage 
well with. Charlotte reports, ‘This month we have 
just started meditating at the beginning of each 
session, which seems to have gone down well with 
the group. As part of our general group discussions 
we have talked about our personal identity and 

things that we love. We continue to end each 
session with our game of prayer consequences, 
which encourages the young people to think about 
things to pray for, and it seems to be one of their 
favourite activities.’ 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  There have been some 
valuable discussions among the young people, with 
Lauren Thompson focusing them on the task in 
hand. They have continued to come to the group as 
they have reached the age of 17 and 18. Some 
good relationships have built up over the three 
years that Lauren has been with us. Lauren reports, 
‘Over the past few weeks we’ve been talking about 
the lead up to Lent and how it can change our lives 
for the better. Although I was away for two weeks, 
it gave the young people the opportunity to 
experience the church service again, allowing them 
to discuss in our next meeting what they felt about 
it and how they enjoyed it.’ 

Meditation with children  After some of the 
children’s work team had been to an evening on 
meditation at Western Church School it was 
decided that it would be beneficial to introduce this 
to the children at St Paul’s. We began on Sunday 12 
March. Each group used a CD with music and then 
the correct amount of silence for their age (1 
minute for the younger group and 3 or 4 minutes 
for the older ones) before a gong was sounded. I 
was able to watch all the groups as it was 
introduced (Destination and Transition meditated 
together). There was written guidance for the 
leaders on how to introduce it, which the leaders 
did competently. Each group responded well and 
seemed comfortable in the quiet; a couple of 
children were a bit giggly but stopped after a while 
and relaxed into the silence. 

Servers  Mollie Stannard has been training some 
young people to be senior servers for Sunday 
mornings. It has been good to see them become so 
involved with this. There is now a good team of 
junior servers, with some younger ones joining, as 
well as a good team of senior servers. 

Children’s and Youth Assistants  We are in the sad 
position of having to say goodbye to all three of our 
assistants within the next three months. They all 
have good reasons for leaving, either because of 
job opportunities or personal situations. We are so 
sorry to be losing these lovely helpers! If you know 
of anyone who’d be interested in any of these 
positions, please contact Mary (see back page). 

Mary Copping 

Parish Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsParishWinchester 

Child-friendly Easter 
Fri 14 April, 10 am: 
Good Friday family-friendly 
service with hot cross 
buns afterwards 

 
 

Sat 15 April, 10 am: 
Making the Easter garden 

Create clay bugs, make 
cards, ice biscuits (buns 

 and drinks provided) 
 

 
Sun 16 April, 9.30 am: 
Easter Day service with 
Easter-egg hunt, quiz 
and card-making 
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From our elected representatives 
Social care and online safety 

As I write this month’s column, it is 
Budget Day here in Westminster and I’ve 
just fought my way through the throng to 
talk to Meridian TV. From my usual seat 
just behind the PM and Chancellor, I was 
tuned to hear anything on business rates and the 
NHS/social care. I wasn’t disappointed. 

My conversations with ministers in recent weeks 
have brought numerous Winchester case studies to 
bear and I was, therefore, pleased to see a cap of 
£50 a month extra in 2017/18 for all businesses 
coming out of universal Small Business Relief 
alongside a £1,000 discount for pubs and a £300m 
discretionary fund for local authorities to use as 
they see fit. 

Equally, new money for social care and a 
determination as well as more money to tackle 
inappropriate A&E attendance via greater primary 
care presence in emergency departments. This will 
be key as we move towards next winter, when 
demand will peak again. My job now, as I have 
learned over seven years, is to plough through the 
detail and make sure it works for my constituency. I 
spoke to the Chancellor the night of the Budget and 
remain on the case. 

When I was at school, ‘stranger danger’ was the 
mantra. These days the message is essentially the 
same, but it’s much more complicated because of 
the dangers posed by the internet. As a dad of 
young children, the safety of our children online is 

hugely important me. Recently, I teamed up 
with Parent Zone and Google to lead an 
assembly at a constituency school. The 
Internet Legends event was an online safety 
initiative which aims to teach primary school 

children practical tips for staying safe. 

The session is based around four ‘pillars’: Think 
Before You Share, Protect Your Stuff, Check It’s For 
Real (so much fake news around now) and Respect 
Each Other. This early engagement is absolutely 
crucial to keep our little ones safe from the modern 
stranger danger, but also to ensure childish 
mistakes don’t ruin lives. I often remind young 
people that anything posted to the web is there, 
somewhere, forever. Certainly, Facebook is one of 
the first places I look when someone applies to 
work for me. 

One frightening element to all this is the secret 
acronyms teenagers can use online that keep us 
parents in the dark. Must admit I did not know ‘99’ 
means parents have stopped watching and left the 
room, ‘WTTP’ asks if you want to trade pictures 
and, most chillingly of all, (L)MIRL is taken from the 
title of the rather good Deftones song meaning let’s 
meet in real life. Ones to note. More at 
www.stevebrine.com/internetlegends. 

Finally, you can find more about my other work, in 
Winchester and in Westminster, via my website. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 

 

Planning regeneration and improvements 
Thank you for inviting us to contribute to your 
magazine. As ward councillors we find ourselves 
getting involved in a range of issues from the very 
local in the St Paul ward, such as replacing a dead 
tree in front of Spicer Court, to council policy and 
the smooth running of both Hampshire County 
Council (HCC) and Winchester City Council (WCC). 

Martin is an HCC Councillor and District Councillor; 
for the county he covers education, social services, 
health and transport, including the how streets 
function for pedestrians and cyclists, and their 
maintenance. At District level all three of us are 
heavily involved in planning issues. 

Winchester is facing huge pressures for 
development with major plans for the station area, 
relocating the Leisure Centre from River Park to Bar 
End and regeneration of the centre of Winchester – 
the area formerly known as ‘Silver Hill’. But 
development pressure is not confined to these 
places. It is felt in almost every street in the St Paul 

ward, where change is taking place to individual 
houses as well as in larger schemes: in Chilbolton 
Avenue; for student housing; and a planned new 
arts block at Peter Symonds College. All are 
challenging and cause concern to neighbours; we 
do our best to listen to local people and to 
represent them in meetings with officers and more 
formal council meetings. 

Also at a local level we have been involved in 
getting improvements for pedestrians, in particular 
on Romsey Road, around the station, in front of 
Western School and on Cheriton Road. There is 
much to be done. 

More strategically this time of the year is crucial for 
setting budgets and planning for the financial year 
ahead. HCC is facing massive cuts, while WCC also 
needs to find new resources to fund its services. 

Martin Tod, Lucille Thompson and Liz Hutchison 
Councillors for the St Paul ward



| 19 

Some thoughts about mothers 

An acquaintance of mine told me once of 
protesting in the cathedral shop in King’s Walk 
about a display of cards for Mothers’ Day, and 
passing by later the same morning to find it 
replaced by one for Mothering Sunday. Apparently 
Mothers’ Day began in the USA on another date, 
while the origin of Mothering Sunday was a 
celebration of ‘Mother’ Church – but whether 
religious or commercial, the coming Sunday, as I 
write, will be dedicated to mothers. 

I suppose that mine would be described as an 
ordinary woman of the 20th century. Born in 1904 
and leaving school at 14, she worked until the 
customary sacking when she married, and from 
then on she concentrated on caring for her family 
apart from voluntary work during the war. Such are 
the bare facts, but she was much more – a 
wonderful needlewoman, an artist and a voracious 
reader – though always biographies or travel books 
rather than novels. Married for 53 years, she was 
devastated when my father died but found a new 
interest in gardening, which he had loved, because 
in that she felt close to him. I own and cherish an 
exercise book in which she wrote about her life just 
for her family, and not to be read until after her 
death. She was a special lady. 

She was also one of those many other ‘ordinary’ 
women of history who are far from ordinary, who 
have borne children and brought them up in good 
times and bad, through periods of conflict and 
disasters, and sometimes on their own. In my 
lifetime, before the age of constant communication 
and even when telephones were scarce, mothers 
saw fathers off to war or even to shift working in 
the worst of the Blitz without knowing when, or if, 
they would return safely. Now mothers are 
encouraged to return to work when they have 
children, and usually want to, and then their 
mothers – who have become grandmothers – are 
often on hand to help when needed. I wonder if 
there are any mothers – and importantly also 
stepmothers, adoptive mothers and foster ones – 
who would not speak of times of hard work, 

responsibility, anxiety and exhaustion in their roles, 
but greatly outweighed by those of pride, delight 
and absolute joy. 

Among mothers, the one above all who we honour 
is Mary, the mother of Christ. After his birth, we 
know little about her, except stories like losing him 
in Jerusalem when he was 12, and the marriage at 
Cana, but she must always have been there for 
him. Countless images of the serenely lovely 
Madonna with her baby are there for us to see. But 
now we are moving towards Holy Week and the 
time for images instead of her cradling the body of 
her dead son, most famously in Michelangelo’s 
sublimely beautiful Pietà in St Peter’s. Sadly 
though, the events 
of Calvary must 
have been very 
different: Mary 
watched him die a 
dreadful death in a 
dreadful place, 
mocked by those 
who hated him 
and deserted by 
most of his disciples. A sword must indeed have 
pierced her heart; but still there was one lovely 
moment when, among all that pain, almost the last 
words of Jesus were for his mother as he 
commended her to the care of John. 

Mary’s life is honoured on many special days each 
year, culminating in some churches with the Feast 
of the Assumption. I hope that first she lived on 
peacefully for years in John’s home, loved and 
cared for and able to see the beginning of all that 
had been promised from the day of the 
Annunciation. Now in our churches there will be 
the spring posies made for us for Mothering 
Sunday, and then on Easter Day the lilies given in 
memory of people who have been loved and a part 
of our lives. I would like to think that those flowers 
will also be for Our Lady, the Madonna – the 
mother Mary. 

Heather Riley 

 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org or send 
them to him at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. 
(Final editorial choice rests with him, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
 

 



22 |  

Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878 
M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Ruth Thornton, local magazine 
distribution 
ruthjthornton@googlemail.com 
861856 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St 
M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Brenda Pomeroy, Mother’s Union 
864047 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
silvia_brown@madasafish.com 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 

Contact us 

Come, not because you have all faith, but 
because you have some faith and would like to grow in it 


