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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly 
on Sunday evenings; please contact Katy 
Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a 
drink and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group usually on the first Monday 
of the month, 3–4.30 pm; please contact Talia 
Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group meeting usually 
on the first Monday of the month, 8–9.15 pm; 
please contact Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Monday homegroup, looking at book 6 of the 
Pilgrim course; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, studying book 5 of the 
Pilgrim course, meeting fortnightly; please 
contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup, looking at book 5 of the 
Pilgrim course, meeting fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 
pm; please contact Peter & Irene Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (5 different age-groups) plus DIY 
crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 St Paul’s children’s choir, with games sessions: 
Mondays 5.30–6.30 pm, leader Jonathan 
Upfold 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – 
for children and young people, whether you 
have any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week from 9.15 am in 
St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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Letter from the Rectory 

 

Sunday services: May Bible readings 
7 May 
14 May 
21 May 
28 May 

Acts 2: 42–47; John 10: 1–10 [p. 176] 
Acts 7: 55–60; John 14: 1–14 [p. 179] 
Acts 17: 22–31; John 14: 15–21 [p. 181] 
Acts 1: 1–11; Luke 24: 44–53 [p. 187] 
 

 

Dear friends, 

Julia and I are just back from three days in Taizé (near Mâcon in southwest France), staying with our 
daughter Katie. We had glorious, sunny spring weather and were warmly welcomed by the Sisters 
of St Andrew. They were most hospitable. We attended one of their beautiful prayer services – all 
in French! On Sunday morning we went to the big Eucharist in the Taizé church with 100 Brothers 
and over 3,000 visitors, mainly aged under 30, who had been there for Easter week. Katie is always 
grateful for your cards and prayer support. 

On Easter morning in Taizé the wonderful Easter greeting ‘Christ is risen’ was spoken in 30 
languages, representing the huge range of countries present at that service. It felt like a vision of 
the first Pentecost morning (see p. 8), as described in Acts chapter 2, when everyone was united in 
prayer and understanding. Katie was privileged to give the greeting in English and Swedish. 

Back here in the parish it felt to me that we had a really good Holy Week and Easter. The journey 
with Jesus through his last days and hours is really demanding and yet such a life-giving experience. 
Together we are doing so much to keep alive ‘the rumour of God’ in this parish and beyond. 

The Community Day, on Saturday 6 May, is very nearly with us (see front cover). Do come along and 
enjoy what will once again surely be a wonderful happy, welcoming and relaxed atmosphere. Huge 
thanks to those who are working so hard on the final preparations – especially to Lauren Thompson 
who has been leading us, strongly supported by Mary Copping and Vera Edwards. 

Then follows the all-important Christian Aid Week (see p. 6). If you could possibly consider being a 
collector that would be hugely appreciated. 

I’m grateful to Julia Stolle, who has reminded me of the Christian group that campaigns for nuclear 
disarmament. Many of you will be interested in her article on page 18. The current heightened 
fears about world stability and peace for people everywhere is something that touches us all. I’m 
conscious that how this can be most effectively worked towards provokes a wide range of 
responses and opinions. 

News of such an imminent general election propels us to think and pray anew about the issues of 
our day. It causes us to ask again how best they are tackled within the political system we have, 
with all its great strengths and its limitations. I find myself wondering how those who voted to 
remain in Europe last June, and are still unhappy with Brexit, will vote. 

I’m always keen for you to have the opportunity to hear ‘visiting’ preachers on a Sunday morning. 
I’m truly delighted that Mark Byford has agreed to preach on what we call Ascension Sunday, 
30 May, and much look forward to listening to him. 

With this edition of the magazine you should receive a copy of the Annual Report and Accounts. 
This is a very significant document to which so many different people have contributed. I hope you 
enjoy reading it in its beautifully presented new format. When you’ve read it, do think of who you 
might give it to for their interest. Who knows – they might say to themselves, ‘What a fascinating 
report. Wow, that church community is doing so many good things. I think I’d like to find out more!’ 

As last year, the Archbishop of Canterbury is asking all churches to keep what’s known as a novena 
of prayer (details on pp. 4–5, and more next month). 

With my best wishes and prayers, 
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Mon 1 

Parish office closed 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Tues 2 

Christian meditation 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Wed 3 

Space in the City talk by Simon 
Parke 
St Lawrence, 12.30 pm 

Beyond Ourselves committee 
St Paul’s, 2.30 pm 

Finance committee 
Orchard End, 7.15 pm 

Thurs 4 

Polling Day 
St Paul’s Hall, 7 am–10 pm 

NO Toddler group 

Wheeler Jones Trust 
St Matthew’s, 2 pm 

Christians in Science lecture 
Southampton Uni, 7.30 pm 

Fri 5 

The Big Sleep Out 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm 

Sat 6 

Community Day: Carnival 
St Paul’s, 10.30 am–4 pm 

Mon 8 

Book group 
Teg Down Meads, 3 pm 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Children’s work team 
Vera’s home, 7.45 pm 

‘Glimpses of God’ group 
47 Bereweeke Avenue, 8 pm 

Tues 9 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 10 

Deadline for June magazine 
articles 

Space in the City talk by 
Elizabeth Proudman 
St Lawrence, 12.30 pm 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Nightshelter fund-raising gig 
Discovery Centre, 7.30 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 11 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

‘Wellsprings’: Thomas Ken 
St John’s, 7.30 pm 

Sat 13 

‘Saying goodbye’ baby-loss 
service 
Winchester Cathedral, 
10.30 am 

Baptism of Clementine Martin 
St Matthew’s, 12 noon 

Sun 14 

Winchester Camerata concert 
St Paul’s, 6.30 pm 

Christian Aid service 
United Church, 6.30 pm 

Sun 14–Sat 20 

Christian Aid Week 
Please volunteer to be a collector 
(see p. 6) 

Mon 15 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
committee 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Tues 16 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Music committee 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Wed 17 

Space in the City talk by James 
Runcie 
St Lawrence, 12.30 pm 

Thurs 18 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

St Matthew’s planning group 
St Matthew’s, 2 pm 

‘Did your ancestors live here?’ 
talk 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Sat 20 

Wedding of David Swan and 
Alice Wood 
St Paul’s, 2 pm 

Sun 21 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Taizé service 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm 

Mon 22 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Tues 23 

Parish Visitors’ social 
St Paul’s Hall, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 24 

Space in the City talk by Salley 
Vickers 
St Lawrence, 12.30 pm 

Thurs 25 

Ascension Day 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ novena of 
prayer starts 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Mon 29 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Tues 30 

Property committee 
Parish rooms, 9 am 

Fri 2–Sun 4 

Flower festival 
St Matthew’s, all day 

Tents on the Green festival 
Cathedral green, Fri 4 pm–Sun 
4pm 

Sat 3 

Friends’ tour of Hillier Gardens 
Ampfield, 2–3.30 pm  

M A Y 

Diary dates 

J U N E 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Emrys Davies, Julia Jones, Laura 
Liepins, Emma and Mark Miller, 
Kate Morgan, Sally Owens and 
Paul Rolph. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including James Collins, Judith 
Malyn, David Miles, Andrew 
Morrison, Tapiwa Mutukwa and 
Dene Thomas.

 

 

Community Day 2017: Sat 6 May 
The theme is Carnival … please get involved! 
Contact Lauren Thompson, 07975 721418, 
communitydayatstpauls@outlook.com. 

* Please come and bring your friends to a 
wonderful community event! 

* Cake stall – donations of cakes and preserves 
would be much appreciated. Either bring on the 
day or deliver to Waldrons, Stockbridge Road SO22 

5JH. Linda Russell-Smith (853584, 
waldrons@ntlworld.com) would be 
happy to collect if needed. 

* Bottles, Bottles, Bottles – any more 
donations for the tombola? Please 
leave them at the Parish Office on 2–5 
May, or at the rectory in the plastic box 
to the right of the garage, or contact 
Nathalie Schulz, 810509, 
N.Schulz@btopenworld.com. 

Music + Food + Decoration + Performance + 
Participation + Children’s Activities 
 
‘Wellsprings’ at St John’s  Elizabeth Proudman 
leads ‘From whom all blessings flow: Thomas Ken 
and Winchester’, about the 17th-century bishop 
and hymn writer, on Thurs 11 May at 7.30 pm. 
Further details from Revd Christine Smith, 
smith.stokecharity@me.com. 
 
Saying goodbye  When a baby dies, whether during 
pregnancy, at birth or in infancy, it is a devastating 
experience for the parents and extended family. 
There will be a ‘Saying goodbye’ remembrance 
service in Winchester Cathedral on 13 May at 10.30 
am for people who have suffered the loss of a baby 
at any stage – whether recently or long ago. The 
services, for people of any faith or none, also 
welcome anyone grieving that they are childless. 
Free; no booking needed. 
 
String orchestra concert  Winchester Camerata, led 
by David Blunt, at St Paul’s, Sun 14 May, 6.30 pm, 
with music by Herschel, Elgar, Mozart and Janáček. 
Tickets £12.50/£5 from woods@john-lewis.com. 
 

Mothers’ Union events   

Wed 17 May, 10 am–2 pm, Wolvesey Palace: Quiet 
day, led by Revd Jackie Browning 

Tues 23 May, 2.30 pm, Trussell Room, St Barnabas: 
Faith in action, led by Sue Abernethy 

All are welcome. 
 
St Paul’s @ 4  Special family service at 4 pm at St 
Paul’s on Sun 21 May with the theme ‘The Lost 
Sheep’, story, craft activities, action songs, prayers 
and refreshments afterwards. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come is a global, ecumenical prayer 
movement inviting Christians to pray for nine days 
between Ascension and Pentecost (25 May–4 June) 
for people to know Jesus Christ. Both of our 
churches will be open for prayer, with special 
prayer stations. 
 
Tents on the Green – a festival for Pentecost  
Come and enjoy a weekend of worship music in the 
Outer Close of Winchester Cathedral, 2–4 June. 
There will be a families’ tent, Bouncy Cathedral, 
youth tent, prayer stations in the cathedral, a 
worship vigil through the Friday and Saturday 
nights and a Sunday picnic – with a vision ‘to bless 
the city’. 
 
Children’s choir on Mondays  Great news! The 
children’s choir has re-started! It is free and open 
to all children aged 6–12 (no church connection 
needed). Jonathan Upfold leads, and there are 
games as well as singing. Please contact Ali Galvin, 
07734 458773, aligalvin@me.com. 
 
Calling all campers  Parish camp 2017: 1–3 
September, Avon Tyrrell. Details from 
miriam.trebacz@btopenworld.com. 
 
Parish Men’s weekend  A reflective weekend in the 
tranquil setting of Hilfield Friary in Dorset: 6–8 
October. New faces are always very welcome. For 
further information please speak to Michael Joseph 
(michael@4joseph.co.uk) or Will Ridpath. 
 

Family feedback 

Coming up 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Christian Aid Week, 14–20 May 2017 

 

This is another special year 
for Christian Aid. Two years 

ago we celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of its foundation; this year 

marks the 60th designated Christian Aid Week.  

In 1945 the main challenge was to support the 
hundreds of thousands of refugees who had lost 
their homes and possessions in the Second World 
War. Since then Christian Aid has been involved all 
over the world, seeking to help those living ‘on the 
edge’ due to natural or manmade disasters, 
working alongside and through partners within the 
affected countries. For 60 years that work has been 
substantially funded through the efforts of 
individual collectors and churches during Christian 
Aid Week. 

Despite the time that has lapsed since 1945, in 
2017 the focus of Christian Aid Week is again on 
refugees. We are invited to stand alongside people 
like Nejebar, who with her family fled Afghanistan. 
Her husband Noor was a teacher – a government 
employee. 

The Taliban announced that they would kill anyone 
in this position, so the family travelled for months, 
through rain and snow, with young children, risking 
their lives in a plastic dinghy. 

They arrived in Greece with no more than a tent to 
protect against the wind and rain, no school for 
their children and no clear idea of what would 
happen next. 

Noor described their initial reaction to arriving at 
the camp as ‘like suicide’. They thought they would 
stay there for ten days, but already this has 
stretched to six months, with no end in sight. 
Despite all their problems the family has welcomed 
two unaccompanied boys to live with them. 
Nejebar still has hope, most importantly ‘for our 
children’s future’.

Nejebar and her husband Noor. 

We have all been shocked at the sufferings of 
refugees and asylum seekers this year, and 
dismayed where we have seen this turn to 
suspicion and fear. Our support in collecting, giving 
and praying will help Christian Aid to continue to 
meet these and other needs throughout the world. 

Please consider whether you can spare two to four 
hours of your time between 14 and 20 May to 
conduct house-to-house collections in a road within 
our parish, to help reach out to Nejebar, her family 
and thousands like her. For more details, please 
contact Julie Sharp on juliemichaela@gmail.com or 
849186. 

There will be a special service at the United Church 
in Jewry Street on Sunday 14 May at 6.30 pm, with 
an address by Christian Aid’s David Pain (who 
attends St Paul’s), and the voice of a 1945 refugee 
who still collects for Christian Aid as a ‘thank you’ 
for help he received then. There will also be two 
fund-raising ‘Big Brekkies’ – on Saturday 13 May at 
the United Church and on Saturday 20 May at the 
cathedral, with a sponsored cycle ride to the latter 
(register at www.bit.ly/bigbiketobrekkie_2017). 

Rosemary Dunhill, District Co-ordinator 

Nightshelter volunteering 
Could you help with an allotment? 

One of our project workers is now working with 
residents on activities beyond the Nightshelter. We 
have the offer of an allotment in Edington Lane, 
and the long-term aim is to grow vegetables to use 
at the Nightshelter. The project would be 
therapeutic for residents – working outdoors on 
gardening projects promotes a feeling of well-
being. We need some volunteers who would work 
alongside residents, initially clearing the site and 
preparing it for planting. All that is needed on your 

part is enthusiasm and willingness to involve 
residents in the activity. Just a few hours of your 
time would help! Please call 862050 or e-mail 
George@wcns.org.uk. 

Website planning 

Do you know of anyone who might be able to give 
some time to help formulate a plan about 
improving the functionality of our website? Please 
contact Michele@wcns.org.uk. 

Penny Forbes, Marketing and PR Co-ordinator 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Paraphrased extracts of 
letters with updates from the 
charities we support. 

Wells for India  We work with 
some of the poorest and 
most vulnerable people in 

Rajasthan; your donation will make a wonderful 
difference to them. Having a safe, reliable source of 
water is essential for life as well as a human right, 
and so many people in Rajasthan still lack that basic 
right. Working with communities, we hope to have 
benefits extending beyond the expected 
improvements to health and the reduction of time 
spent fetching water. We believe that access to 
safe water is the foundation for poverty reduction 
and life enhancement. In 2012 your wonderful Lent 
collection helped us raise £21,672 for a project to 
build rainwater-harvesting tanks. We are beginning 
another project to replicate the work in four 
further neighbouring villages: we shall be building 
415 more roof rainwater-harvesting tanks, 
renovating 25 wells and reviving two unusable 
village ponds, helping 7,500 people in 1,500 
families. 

Barnabas Fund  Your gift helps Christians suffering 
for their faith. As temperatures fell in the Middle 
East, we were able to aid Christians and others 
displaced from their homes by violence, threats 
and persecution, who were struggling to survive 
even when the weather was good. We provided 
blankets for Iraqi Christian refugees in Jordan and 
woollen sweaters for children from Iraq, Iran and 
elsewhere now living as refugees in Turkey. 
Working through local churches we provided coal 
in parts of Ukraine where violent conflict continues, 
and wood as fuel for families in Armenia. 

Feed the Minds  The positive impacts of our work 
are evident in southwest Cameroon where, 
alongside our partner Bajoh Indigenous 
Development Association, we are working through 
literacy training and the establishment of co-
operatives to reduce the exploitation of local cocoa 
farmers. Mwene, a member of the Co-operative 
Society and treasurer of the management 
committee, writes, ‘Before this project I did not 
know what a co-operative society was and buyers 
used to cheat me, but they cannot cheat me again 

with their bad scales. I now 
know how to calculate my 
money per kilogram of cocoa 
sold, keep small financial 
records and make a budget. I 
am so thankful for this 
project.’ 

St Martin in the Fields  Thank you for the gift of 
£294 from your Advent Carol Service. As 2017 
marks 90 years of the Christmas Appeal, our theme 
is ‘Together for 90 years’, celebrating a precious 
partnership between BBC Radio 4 listeners, St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, The Connection, the Vicar’s 
Relief Fund (VRF) and frontline workers across the 
UK who assist homeless people 
every day. The Connection at St 
Martin’s helps people leave behind 
life on the streets through street 
outreach teams, a day and night 
centre and specialist services; the 
VRF offers a lifeline to help people 
right across the UK into housing or to keep their 
home. 

Friends of the Family  Thank you for your donation. 
We are truly grateful for your continued support in 
our efforts to help vulnerable families. Our latest 
venture is a monthly club run by a male counsellor 
where dads and their children can get together for 
help and support. 

Winchester Churches’ Nightshelter  Thank you for 
your generous donations, including £136 from your 
Christmas collection. Depression, anxiety and other 
mental health complications are an increasing issue 
for our residents. We are looking at ways we may 
fill some of the gaps in services no longer provided 
by statutory authorities. Two counsellors and a 
psychotherapist come in weekly, and we are setting 
up an Emotional First Aid programme for people 
who do not meet increasingly demanding specified 
criteria but who still need assistance. Our residents 
have not chosen to be homeless. Rob suffered a 
brain tumour followed by a stroke, and then his 
marriage broke up. His elderly mother was unable 
to give him necessary support. Andy was born to a 
child prostitute and injected with 
drugs when he was seven years 
old. He’s a calm, articulate man 
but heroin is literally in his blood. 

Due to cutbacks, over 40 local beds in staffed and 
fully supported accommodation have been lost in 
Winchester in the past year. We rent our own 
‘move-on house’, which is visited by a regular 
support worker, and are exploring other ways to 
help our residents transition into independent 
living. Over 200 volunteers save us around £74,000 
per year, meaning that we can channel more funds 
into providing our vital homelessness services. 

For further details about charities we support, visit 
our website, click on Parish Activities, Beyond 
Ourselves, the charity’s name highlighted in blue, 
and this will take you to their website. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
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After Easter – what next? 
Most of the population know something of the Easter 
story, but far fewer know how events then unfolded 

A Pentecost prayer 
Pour down upon us, O God, 
the gifts of your Holy Spirit, 

that together we may discern 
your wise purposes for us. 

May we know at work within us 
that creative energy and vision 
which belong to our humanity, 

created in your image 
and made whole by your love, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ascension 
The great 40 days of the season of Easter 
conclude with what’s called Ascension Day. 
Because of what it portrays it is, necessarily, 
mysterious. For this is the day when we 
remember how the body of the resurrected 
Jesus returns to his Father. 

The Bible gives us a vivid picture of Jesus 
after the resurrection which includes words 
suggesting the difference between his body 
before and after the crucifixion. He says to 
Mary Magdalene, ‘Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father’ (John 20: 17). 

The important point is that Jesus did not die 
a second time: he continues to live his 
resurrection life, but now no longer on 
earth. What this means for us is that God, 
through Jesus, has destroyed death as we 
know it. 

The Ascension is integral to God’s victory in 
overcoming not just the limitations of our 
earthly days, but also the power of what we 
often call sin, which can so inhibit our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

On a practical note: because few people are 
free during the week to celebrate the feast 
of the Ascension on a Thursday evening, we 
now also keep ‘Ascension Sunday, which 
falls this year on 28 May. 

Pentecost 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark A Hewitt, Day of Pentecost 

This is a truly mind-blowing day, ten days 
after the Ascension and a neat 50 days after 
Easter. 

Jesus promised that, even though he would 
leave earth, he would not leave us on our 
own or without comfort. 

At the first Pentecost thousands of people 
from many different countries had an 
extraordinary experience which broke open 
all boundaries of nationality, language and 
perception. Through the giving of what’s 
called the Holy Spirit, the presence of God 
became a new reality for everyone there 
that day. 

Although Jesus’ earthly life was limited by 
time and place, the ever-present, energising 
life of God the Holy Spirit is everywhere. We 
see this through the outworking of human 
love. Wherever we see love in action we see 
God. Love is God’s daily, ongoing energy. 
Love is the way God works. 

Christians acknowledge this, and through 
worship they continually thank God that love 
has its source, sustenance and final 
completion in God. 

God’s initiative of love prompts mission 
(literally, ‘sending out’): the opportunity to 
draw alongside people and – by example, 
lifestyle and personal integrity – invite them 
to explore the belief that all love comes from 
God. Then they can be challenged to ask, 
‘What might this mean for me?’ 
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Resurrection crucifix 
Many years ago now I had the 
idea of making a crucifix that 
symbolically spoke of both the 
crucifixion and the 
resurrection, by producing one 
where the figure of Christ is cut 
out of the wood itself. This in 
effect visually speaks of Christ 
there, crucified; and not there, 
resurrected. I have had one on 
my wall for many years. 

More recently, in the past two or three years, 
various people have asked me if I would make one 
for them as well, which I have been happy to do. 
And I have also made one for St Paul’s, which 
stands in the niche where a lead chalice from a 
grave once stood, until it was stolen. 

On Ash Wednesday the thought came to me that it 
would be nice to do something for St Matthew’s as 
well, as it re-opened for worship after seven 
months of repairs and improvements. Looking 
around, that niche on the north side of the 
sanctuary seemed an ideal place for yet another 
resurrection crucifix. With Peter Seal’s assent I have 
now made this, and I put it in its place in time for 
the Open Day at the beginning of April. 

I have spoken already of the two symbols the figure 
carries, but there are two others as well. The first is 
that it is possible to think of the journey to heaven 
as being through Christ, and if that is so, to go 
through this figure to the far side – to heaven – we 
need to conform ourselves to him: to his shape, to 
his character. The other is that it is possible to look 
through it and see the world in sharper focus 
(though in the niche this is less obvious). 

I hope you at St Matthew’s like it, and it certainly 
comes with my love to the church and its people, 
and all it stands for. 

Bishop John Dennis 

The contemplative heart 
‘A deeper knowing … a richer wisdom … a  spacious 
place within.’ This Quiet Day of reflection and 
contemplation, held at St Paul’s and facilitated by 
Beth Parfitt from the World Community for 
Christian Meditation (WCCM) on 18 March, was 
attended by 20 people, some new to meditation. It 
was for ‘... stepping aside from the usual activities 
of our lives, to be still and silent, to sharpen our 
awareness and to give thanks for the many gifts 
that are already ours’ – ideal to have in Lent. 

Centred around contemplation and meditation, it 
was interspersed with short, thought-provoking 

talks and prayers from Beth and carefully chosen 
music. We were given the opportunity to 
experience new contemplative practices such as 
Lectio Divina (scripture as the Living Word) and 
walking meditation. Walking so slowly was a novel 
experience for me, and I found it surprisingly hard. 
It reinforced to me how distractedly I rush about, 
oblivious to my feet and body, the people around 
me and my surroundings. (I am not sure my new 
FitBit helps my cause!)  

 

How distractedly I rush about, 
oblivious to my feet and body, 

the people around me 
and my surroundings! 

 

For me the day, and the reason to keep on 
meditating, is summarised by this story that Beth 
read to us: A Native American elder was sharing his 
wisdom of the inner life with his disciple. The elder 
said: ‘I feel as if I have two wolves fighting in my 
heart. One wolf is the resentful, judgemental, 
impatient one. The other is the loving, gentle, 
compassionate one.’ The disciple asked, ‘But which 
one will win the fight in your heart?’ And the elder 
replied, ‘It depends which one I feed.’ 

Special thanks to Kathleen Freeman and Eve Baker 
(WCCM Regional Co-ordinator) for organising such 
a special day. 

Harriet Hide 

The Winchester Christian Meditation Group meets 
regularly at St Paul’s on Tuesdays at 7.30 pm. 
Do come along and join us. Please contact 
Kathleen Freeman, klvfreeman@aol.com, or 
Harriet Hide, harrietbush@doctors.org.uk, for 
more information. 

‘I will not die an unlived life’ by 
Dawna Markova 
I will not die an unlived life. 

I will not live in fear 
of falling or catching fire. 

I choose to inhabit my days, 
to allow my living to open me, 

to make me less afraid, 
more accessible, 

to loosen my heart 
until it becomes a wing, 

a torch, a promise. 
I choose to risk my significance; 

to live so that which came to me as seed 
goes to the next as blossom 

and that which came to me as blossom, 
goes on as fruit. 
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Faith at work 
Supporting teenage mothers 

 
‘What are you passionate about?’ is the 
question Adrian McKenzie, the story 
teller, asked the children at a recent 9.30 
service. There were a variety of answers, 
from Lego to football; but for me it linked 
in with what I’m passionate about in my 
working life. 

As some will know, I’m employed in the 
NHS and my passion has always been 
children and young people and families. 
Just over two years ago I was privileged to 
start a new role in the Family Nurse Partnership 
Programme, leading a small team to deliver a new 
service (see www.fnp.nhs.uk/about-us). It is part of 
the NHS, working with mums aged 19 and under, 
their partner and family, running from early 
pregnancy until their child is two years old. 
Following extensive research in the United States it 
is an evidence-based, preventative health 
programme and has now been operating in England 
for ten years. The focus is to enhance behaviour 
change in relation to mothers’ and babies’ health – 
for example, stopping smoking, changing diet and 
lifestyle – as well as concentrating on life goals such 
as returning to college or work. This is achieved 
through an emphasis on strengths; even small steps 
are celebrated. It can be a challenge at times but 
brings with it the Christian message of hope and 
light dispelling darkness. 

As you may have heard, the number of teenage 
pregnancies in the UK is declining, which is good 
news. But those of this age-group who choose to 
have their babies have often had poor experiences 
of family life, education and relationships, which 
makes them and their babies particularly 
vulnerable. Overwhelmingly, almost 50% have 
experienced mental health problems in childhood. 
Some have been in care or experienced domestic 
abuse; some are still children themselves. 

For me the essence of how we are all made in 
God’s image and start life is crucial to the work we 
are trying to achieve. Like a cake, the basic 
ingredients are there but it is how they are 
combined – how we are nurtured and grow – that 
defines our future life. It is a privilege to walk 
alongside, not in, another’s shoes. This links to the 
idea of service to others, which reflects the way my 
faith is central to my everyday life. As Liz Stannard 
discussed in last month’s article, the words of 
‘Brother, sister, let me serve you’ speak of the 
focus I have in the work I do. It’s also captured in 

the words of John 12: 26: ‘Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also’. Seeing 
positive outcomes speaks to me of God’s 
presence in some really difficult situations 
and relationships. 

There have been many challenges over 
the past two years, requiring leadership, 
resilience, patience and tenacity. 
However, this is little compared to the 
challenges I see in some of the young 

people we work with, who have overcome huge 
difficulties. The positive relationships they have 
built with their babies are reflected in the positive 
aspirations they have for the future, and many are 
fantastic parents and role models. With the input 
of a consistent, strength-based relationship with 
their nurse, some have made significant changes in 
their lives – an end to drug and alcohol misuse, 
achieving independence, aspirations for future 
work or education, and a sense of pride in their 
developing children. 

 

With the input of a consistent, 
strength-based relationship with 

their nurse, some have made 
significant changes in their lives  

– an end to drug and alcohol  
misuse, achieving independence … 

 

There have, naturally, been situations where the 
outcome is not as positive, and in the week leading 
to Mothering Sunday this was brought into sharp 
relief for me. The idea of seeing Christ in the 
suffering of others can have a profound effect, and 
on some days there may be little to feel hopeful 
about. However, I see my role as that of finding 
positives and strengths, bringing hope through 
supporting my team, containing the emotional 
impact of the work they do, and aiming for 
resolution in difficult circumstances. The presence 
of God beside me, understanding and refuelling  
me week by week, is vital to continuing service in 
his name. 

Fiona Butt 

 

Please be in touch if you’d like to contribute an 
article to this series: peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
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Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 
Here at St Paul’s we have a thriving junior church and a 

fantastic bunch of dedicated children’s workers, 
as well as an expanding number of enthusiastic 

Parish Visitors who support people in the community. 
 

Protecting children and 
vulnerable adults 
Everyone who works with children and 
vulnerable adults has a responsibility to 
keep them safe, and the welfare of the 
child is paramount as enshrined in law 
(Children Act 1989). The Church of 
England recognises the importance of 
safeguarding, and it has recently 
significantly increased its workforce 
dedicated to this area. 

I recently attended an update about 
safeguarding in the Diocese of 
Winchester. The team is in the process 
of updating their policies and is looking to roll out 
training for all people who work with children and 
vulnerable adults over the next year or so. 

Here at the Parish of St Matthew with St Paul, as in 
all churches, we have policies (displayed on the 
noticeboards at the back of church) that are 
designed: 

 to protect children and adults by creating safe 
environments and minimising opportunities for 
abuse to take place 

 to protect workers. 

Safeguarding concerns 
What is a safeguarding concern? Anything that 
causes you concern for the welfare of a person – 
either a child or an adult – or where you perceive a 
person is suffering abuse or neglect. If you have any 
concerns, please contact me as safeguarding 
adviser (07786 837535, dpbray@virginmedia.com) 
or Mary Copping as youth work co-ordinator 
(07921 886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org). You 
do not need to wait until you have evidence. 

We would take advice from the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Adviser; staff at the diocesan office 

now include a former police officer with 
many years of safeguarding experience. 
The church does not investigate 
safeguarding issues in isolation but refers 
them on to the relevant statutory 
agencies. 

If an individual asks to talk in confidence 
we cannot promise confidentiality, 
as we have a duty to refer at-risk 
individuals to statutory agencies. For 
more information, please see 
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/CHILD-
PROTECTION-MANUAL-2016.pdf. 

Good practice 
A Christian approach to safeguarding children 
expects both individuals and communities to: 

 create a safe environment for children, young 
people and their families 

 act promptly on any complaints or allegations 
made 

 care for those who have been abused in the 
past 

 minister appropriately to those who have 
abused 

 provide opportunities for healing and 
flourishing. 

God’s mission is a message of good news to love 
and welcome the poor and marginalised. The 
church must take seriously both human 
propensities to evil and the God-given resources of 
goodness. We read in Psalm 139: 13–18 that God 
knows each one of us (see p. 13). He was there 
when we were being formed. He knew us even 
before we were born. God made us … God knows 
us … God loves us. If we are that important to God, 
we should place that importance on each other. 

Niki Bray, Safeguarding Adviser 

  
The church must take seriously both 
human propensities to evil and the 
God-given resources of goodness. 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/CHILD-PROTECTION-MANUAL-2016.pdf
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/CHILD-PROTECTION-MANUAL-2016.pdf
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/CHILD-PROTECTION-MANUAL-2016.pdf
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Faith development 
What’s it like to study theology? 

Tom Simpson continues his series on 
getting ready for ministry 

Although I’m studying for a degree at the moment, 
like many other hundreds of thousands of young 
people, theological college is one of the weirdest 
places to do it! For starters, most of us are older – 
usually mid-twenties to early thirties – and most of 
us are married and have children. Plus the majority 
of us have had ‘normal’ jobs before coming to 
college. (I was an estate agent, though there’s 
everything from academics and IT consultants to 
physios, doctors and teachers. You name it, 
someone probably did it!). It’s a much more intense 
experience than university, and people work here 
Monday to Friday 8 am to 6 pm, as many of us did 
before we got to college, because we want to 
spend weekends with family. 

What’s it like to study theology? It’s a tremendous 
privilege. I am so grateful to the Church of England 
for funding my training so that I can be freed up to 
think about God full-time. It is such a blessing to 
have had three years to spend time deepening my 
knowledge of God: who he is, what he is like and 
what he has done for us. It’s not that I couldn’t 
have told you before that God created the world, 
that humanity has sinned and turned away from 
God and that Jesus was sent from God the Father 
to bring us back to him so that we can enjoy 
relationship with him as we will in heaven. It’s that 
I can express it much more clearly and deeply, 
seeing how this good news is so very relevant to 
the world around us. 

However, there is always a tension that we hold as 
student vicars: we learn things about God, but we 
cannot let it stop at ‘head’ knowledge. It needs to 
move into our hearts, to transform our thinking, 
feeling, praying – all aspects of our life. I think I find 
this the hardest, asking the question: ‘So what? 
Who cares if … is true about God?’ My hope and 
prayer is that the time spent thinking about this, 
and how I apply it to my life, will change my 
preaching and help people see what I’ve been 
shown in the church where I’m going to serve. 

The other great challenge of theological training is 
studying academic theology as a believer. Our 
course rightly forces us to engage with academics 
who seek to undermine Christianity, which can be 
really discouraging. We must balance being open to 
having people interrogate our faith, and show 
where we’re wrong, with seeking to present 
traditional Christianity in a way that stands up to 
intellectual scrutiny. The good news is that while 

some academic theologians want to squeeze out 
Christianity from theology, there are still those in 
academia who offer robust, faithful and rigorous 
interpretation that gives right praise to God. 

Theological college is a weird place, but it is a 
wonderful one. Thank God for the lecturers as they 
seek to shape and form us into men and women of 
God, so that we can serve him – and all of you – 
with integrity and intellect over the coming years. 
Do please pray for them and us, that we would be 
faithful and diligent in God’s service, using the 
training we’ve been given to his glory. 

Book review: Michael Mayne, 
The Enduring Melody 

Michael Mayne had an 
illustrious career, becoming 
Head of Religious Programmes 
for BBC radio. He was also Dean 
of Westminster Abbey. In his 
fifties he contracted ME and 
wrote about the year he lost to 
the illness. In 2005 he was 
diagnosed with cancer of the 
jaw, which prompted him to 
write The Enduring Melody. He 

died as a result of the cancer in 2006. 

Mayne views his life as enduring melody, and 
although he writes from the heart about his battle 
with cancer in this book, it remains an uplifting 
account. He accepts that a lot of professional 
people are wary of letting their defences down but 
feels that such reticence comes at a cost. 
Essentially, the cost is of cutting ourselves off from 
sharing a common human experience which could 
make the journey that bit less lonely. It could help 
authenticate perfectly normal and valid feelings 
when we walk in the shadowlands of illness, pain 
and grief. 

Mayne writes honestly about his thoughts and 
feelings as he outlines his journey through the 
cancer and the final, terminal outcome, sustained 
throughout by his faith. However, the book is not 
just about his illness. He takes time to look at the 
church and how it is changing in the 21st century, 
and gives his thoughts on the matter. 

I read The Enduring Melody when my best friend 
was dying from cancer. I found it a tremendous 
help and would recommend it to anyone 
undertaking cancer treatment, and to those 
supporting someone receiving treatment. It is 
uplifting and reaffirms our faith. 

Christine Bennett 
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Faith development 
Reflections on our path of faith 
In something of a change from the tradition of 
recent years at St Matthew’s and St Paul’s, there 
were fewer but bigger Lent groups this year. On 
Tuesday evenings around 30 of us gathered from 
both churches with Revd Julia Mourant as leader. 
Each week Mary Copping got things started with a 
prayer and a song, and then it was over to Julia. 

These were informal and ‘no pressure’ sessions. 
Our schedule over the five weeks took us from 
thinking about our images of God and our 
encounters with Jesus to more practical issues 
linked with living our faith in the ‘here and now’. 
Julia took a different approach each week, which 
meant that those of us who had to miss a week 
were not disadvantaged. She has kindly let us 
reprint part of one session below. 

Julia has a background in coaching and mentoring 
as well as in working with people of all backgrounds 
in thinking about their faith. She has a gift of 
encouraging people to share their insights and 
experiences, so we all learned as much from each 
other as from the ‘official material’. Often Lent can 
be portrayed as a time of ‘giving things up’, but I 
feel sure that those of us who attended would 
reflect that this feature of Lent was a positive time 
of reassurance, encouragement and growth. A big 
thank you to all involved in the planning and 
organisation and, of course, to all who participated 
in the meetings. 

Valerie Anderson 

Meditation on Psalm 139 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

O God, nothing about my life is hidden from 
you. I feel safe knowing that everything is 
open before you. Life can be so challenging, 
stretching and demanding – it feels as 
though you are asking so much of me. At 
hard times I feel turned inside out, emptied 
and drained – my life seems to have 
demanded all that I have inside me to give, 
and there is nothing left. I search my heart 
and know that your loving presence is there 
too. In the midst of joy and difficulty you 
search my soul and ask how I will live and 
love. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise 
up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 
You search out my path and my lying down, 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

I’m thankful, God, that all the detail of my life is 
known to you. What it takes to get through the day, 

and what happens along the way. The moments of 
exhaustion, fun, work; through all this your 
presence and care is constant, whether I am aware 
of it or not. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you 
know it completely. 

How well you know me, God. You know how I am 
going to react, the things that press my buttons or 
trip me up and the things that make me smile. You 
know my sense of humour and when I might be 
drawn to make a negative or cynical remark. You 
know how I tick. 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your 
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

God, you are closer to me than I am to myself, 
closer than breathing. Your hand is always there to 
reassure, to lead and guide, to bless. Help me to 
slow down, be aware, know you are there. 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I 
flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you 
are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the 
farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand 
shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me 
fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
and the light around me become night’, even the 
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as 
the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

I don’t want to run from you, O God, but even if I 
did it would be pointless because there isn’t 
anywhere where you aren’t already there. Distance 
and darkness are nothing because your creative 
light is in all time and space. 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I 
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know 
very well. My frame was not hidden from 
you, when I was being make in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In 
your book were written all the days that 
were formed for me, when none of them as 
yet existed. 

O God, you have known me from the very 
beginning, you have watched me grow, you 
have always known my name, even when I 
did not. Because of how you made me and 
how you named me, now you call me. What 
is it that you have made and named me for? 

Julia Mourant 
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Mothering Sunday 
at St Paul’s 

Pico Players children’s 
workshop and  

fund-raising concert 
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Palm Sunday 
at St Paul’s 

The Easter Garden 

Easter lilies 

Cake sale 

Mask making 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Scramblers (pre-school age)  This group 
continues to flourish. At one session the 
Scramblers discussed water and what 
can be done with it. They looked at 
photos of children collecting water in other 
countries and talked about the story of Jesus asking 
the Samaritan woman for a drink of water at the 
well. Then they poured each other cups of water 
and really enjoyed making the cups ‘overflow’. 
There was a bit of a wet mess! 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–5)  We 
were very sorry to say goodbye to our Children’s 
Assistant, Abbie Edwards, who found that a 
combination of school placements for her teacher 
training plus preparing for, and leading, groups on 
Sunday mornings just did not work. We wish her 
well for the future. We’re pleased that a loyal 
group of volunteers is happy to lead and help with 
these groups. 

Destination (Years 6–8)  Charlotte Wilde has built 
up some very good relationships with her group 
and we’ll be sad to see her go at the beginning of 
June, when she finishes her course and will be 
looking for a full-time post. The children will miss 
her. We hope to have another young person from 
the university to lead Destination in September; 
meanwhile our volunteers will lead the group. 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  This has been well led 
by Lauren Thompson, with lots of deep discussions 
and good relationships made. It has met on Sunday 
mornings and sometimes for socials on Sunday 
evenings. Lauren is having to leave us in May as she 
is moving back up north to be with her family. 

Do see the advert here for all three posts. We trust 
and pray that God has got just the right people to 
lead these groups and to nurture and develop our 
children and young people in their growing faith. 
We are also advertising at Winchester College and 
with the Winchester Diocese. 

Easter  This was a lovely time when we saw many 
children and families joining us for services and 
activities. On Good Friday at 10 am there was an 
informal service for all ages, with events of Holy 
Week told with visual aids to help the children 
understand some of what happened. 

Easter Garden: Vera Edwards reports, ‘The children 
had a great time making insects from clay. Then 
they made up the garden, putting a gravel path 
down and moss, placing the tomb on the rocks and 
putting the flowers in jars in the garden. They were 
told the Easter story as they sat by the garden and 
then they iced some gingerbread men. 

‘On Easter Day many children and 
families joined in the Easter egg hunt in 
the meadow. Afterwards they all went 
into the hall and heard the Holy Week 

story and found out why we were celebrating 
Easter Sunday. The older children had an Easter-
related quiz, by Andy Kettlewell, and the others 
coloured in Easter cards and scratch-art crosses; 
the results were fantastic. It was a super morning, 
with lots of parents chatting and helping.’ 

Meditation  Short meditation sessions with the 
children’s and young people’s groups continue, 
with positive responses from all involved. 

Cake sale  The Destination group held a Beyond 
Ourselves cake sale to raise money for local 
refugees. They made posters to advertise it and 
helped sell cakes on the day at the stall. Altogether 
they raised £200. 

The resource material we use for all groups comes 
from Roots and links in with the lectionary readings 
in church. It’s really well presented and helps 
people enjoy planning and leading sessions. 

We are blessed to have so many children and 
young people at St Paul’s to nurture and encourage 
in their Christian faith. Please continue to pray for 
this valuable work and for all those who enable it 
to flourish. 

Mary Copping

Children’s/Youth Work Assistants 
Roles: To plan informal sessions/lead a group at 
St Paul’s on Sundays, 9–11.30 am 

Children’s Assistant 1: For children aged 4–6 and 
7–9 
Children’s Assistant 2: For children aged 9–12 
Youth Assistant: For young people aged 13–18 

All sessions will be on a Christian theme and 
include prayer, a Bible story, activity, game and 
discussion based on the ROOTS resources 

Pay: £7.50–£8.50 per hour 

Attributes: there is a Genuine Occupational 
Requirement for the post-holder to be a 
Christian, aged 18+, a good communicator, good 
at working in a team, creative in engaging young 
people in the Christian faith (DBS check needed 
for successful applicants) 

Contact: Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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Puzzle page 

 

Wordsearch 
N G N E V A E H L I V I N G R 

U N C O M M U N I T Y X A L I 

R I P R O M I S E O C E F A S 

T R S P A T I E N T Z G E D E 

U E C N A N E T S U S N S Y N 

R E I W R I N T E G R I T Y N 

E T T R A E H S N N S W I E O 

Y N R E U S E O L I U O V C I 

L U O M R O I C A E P L A R T 

C L F E A S T E V B P B L E A 

E O M A N E W T I L O D H A T 

E V O E H A O N N L R N E T I 

R E C Y C L E E R E T I L I D 

T S E S I A R P A W U M P V E 

A R E S U R R E C T I O N E M 

Hidden books of the Bible 
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an 
aeroplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, 
keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it 
on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while 
fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing 
his banjo; Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it 
she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend 
judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of 
tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really 
easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find 
themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not 
necessarily capitalised. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are 
forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some 
of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our 
genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in 
this paragraph. During a recent fund-raising event, which featured 
this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. 
The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 
reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever 
seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, ‘The books are all right here 
in plain view, hidden from sight’. Those able to find all of them will 
hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One 
revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may 
occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation 
and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help 
you compete really well against those who claim to know the 
answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus – there 
really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph 
waiting to be found. God bless! 

Where on earth? 
Can you unscramble these 
countries? 

1  NIAID 

_  _  _  _  _ 

2  SDAIEONIN 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

3  LDHAANTI 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

4  GHABSELDAN 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

5  HOIATPEI 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

6  HOSTU RAKEO 

_  _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _  _ 

7  ZNAANITA 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

 

 

 

 

ASCENSION 
CARNIVAL 
COMFORT 
COMMUNITY 
CREATIVE 
ECO 
FEAST 
FESTIVAL 
GLAD 
HEART 
HEAVEN 
HELP 
HUMANITY 
INTEGRITY 
LIVING 
MEDITATION 
MINDBLOWING 

NEW 
NOAH 
NURTURE 
PATIENT 
PENTECOST 
PRAISE 
PROMISE 
RECYCLE 
RESURRECTION 
REUSE 
RISEN 
SAFE 
SUPPORT 
SUSTENANCE 
TREE 
VOLUNTEERING 
WELLBEING 
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Perspectives on faith and environment 
Nuclear disarmament 

The Christian Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
(CCND) is a special section of CND that was 
launched with a massive public meeting in London 
in February 1958. Since then people from all 
sections of society have got involved, 
including Christian leaders. The main aim is 
to raise awareness of the effects of nuclear 
weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction and to work for a peaceful and 
stable world. 

Yamanda Reiko, a survivor of the Hiroshima 
nuclear attack, remembers the moment the bomb 
dropped: ‘The children in the sports ground started 
to shout, “It is B29! B29!” [Boeing B-29 
Superfortress – heavy bombers flown primarily by 
the USA during World War II] … Suddenly the rain 
started which made us completely wet – we were 
told later that this was the black rain. The sun had 

disappeared in the sky and a grey cloud had spread 
all over.’ The black rain was radioactive fallout. 

A single warhead from the UK’s Trident system is 
around eight times more powerful than the bomb 
that destroyed Hiroshima. 

At the end of March, negotiations began at the 
United Nations to formulate a ban on nuclear 
weapons. For those who are interested, the CND 
website has regular updates written by its General 
Secretary: http://cnduk.org/cnd-media/kate-
hudsons-blog. CND and CCND bring together 
people who believe in a world free of nuclear 
weapons and in a world that cares for our 
environment. For further information, please visit 
http://christiancnd.org.uk or contact Julia Stolle, 
07796 195340, juli.stolle@gmx.net. 

Julia Stolle 

Eco Church 
After the Eco Church article 
in the last magazine (still 
available online), are you 
ready for more? 

We could achieve the bronze Eco Church award by 
concentrating on two areas: Buildings and Land. 
No, I’m not asking the PCC to build a new eco-
friendly church! It’s more about what we do inside. 
Can we save resources by reusing, recycling and 
buying recycled products? 

We already do a lot by washing mugs. Let’s stop 
buying non-reusable plastic plates and cups – at 
best they can be burnt (using fossil fuels), and at 
worst they go into landfill. It’s much nicer to eat 
from our ‘proper’ plates, and washing up together 
can be a social activity! We can also save resources 
by using recycled products, e.g. toilet paper, paper 
towels and printing everything on 100% recycled 
paper. Do we need separate recycling bins inside 
the church? (The Parish Office already recycles 
avidly.) 

Now let’s think about what could be composted. 
You may have noticed that I’ve started taking 
coffee grounds and used tea bags home. It’s 
excellent for my plants, and every little bit helps to 
reduce landfill. 

The second domain is Land. We don’t have much 
ground at our church, but every little helps, e.g. 
encouraging wildlife (bird houses, insect hotels), 
planting an apple tree or sowing wildflower seeds 
for bees. Perhaps this is something for our 
children’s and youth groups to get involved with? 

Another less obviously environment-related issue is 
the way our money is being used and invested. 
Have you heard about the Divestment Campaign? It 
started about five years ago and has grown rapidly, 
especially since the Paris Climate Conference in 
2015. The Christian charity Operation Noah and the 
Fossil Free Campaign are mobilising for the Global 
Divestment Week, 5–13 May. You can learn more 
about it at the Beyond Ourselves stand at the St 
Paul’s Community Day on Saturday 6 May. 

The divestment campaign highlights how money in 
our bank accounts, pension funds, etc., is used to 
exploit natural resources, including oil extraction 
from tar sands in Canada, massive gold mines in 
rainforests and fracking. What can we do? Choose 
an ethical pension fund, move money to the new 
current account at Triodos Bank or engage with our 
pension providers by writing letters and e-mails to 
change their investment policies. 

Operation Noah launched the Bright Now campaign 
in 2013, calling on UK churches to divest from fossil 
fuels and invest in clean alternatives. Since then, 
several denominations have responded by making 
divestment commitments, including Quakers in 
Britain and the United Reformed Church Synod of 
Scotland. The Anglican Church has made a start but 
continues to invest huge sums in oil and gas 
companies. 

Please ask me at church or during our Community 
Day if you would like to discuss this further, or drop 
me a line with comments or questions at 
max.priesemann@gmx.net. 

Max Priesemann 
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Science and faith 

Are you interested in the changing interactions 
between science and faith, and on the nature, 
scope and limitations of science? If so, you may find 
the Southampton meetings of Christians in Science 
(Cis) informative, thought-provoking and spiritually 
nourishing. 

The CiS website states, ‘The common 
misperception that there is always conflict between 
science and faith can be abused by those with anti-
Christian or anti-science agendas. In reality science 
has always been the domain of many committed 
Christians, such as the astronomer Johannes 
Kepler, who dedicated one of his papers with a 
prayer, saying “I have here completed the work of 
my calling, with as much intellectual strength as 
you have granted me”.’ 

CiS seeks to encourage responsible attitudes 
towards caring for the environment. Although it is 
primarily a professional group, aimed at those 
working in science, a significant proportion of its 
members are not scientists. Its public lectures are 
also open to teachers, students and anyone else 
who wishes to attend. 

Admission is free at the next CiS event at the 
University of Southampton, on Thursday 4 May 
(see opposite). In his book The Grand Design, 
Hawking claims that the laws of physics alone 
brought the universe into being, rather than God. 
Lennox’s lecture will take a close look at Hawking’s 
logic and the key points of his arguments, aiming to 
demonstrate that, far from disproving a Creator 
God, they make God’s existence seem all the more 
probable. 

Lennox is Fellow in Mathematics and the 
Philosophy of Science at the University of Oxford 
and author of God’s Undertaker. He lectures on 
Faith and Science at the Oxford Centre for Christian 
Apologetics and is particularly fascinated by the 
interface between science, philosophy and 
theology. 

 

Thank you 
The parish has recently received several very 
generous gifts. One, in thanksgiving after a 
successful operation, came from a church member 
who said this was a common practice in her previous 
church. Two have been used to upgrade the sound 
system at St Paul’s and another was given for a 
beautiful silver chalice engraved in memory of 
loved ones. We are very grateful. 

Additionally we have recently received a legacy. 
Edna Weller, long-time worshipper and supporter 
of the parish, who died in January aged over 100, 
kindly included us in her will. She has left £3,000 for 
the music fund and our children’s work at St Paul’s. 
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An evening with Alan Titchmarsh 
The hugely successful event at St Paul’s on 23 March 
raised the handsome sum of £1,235, which will go to 

support the Building for Life project at the church. 

 
A hundred and twenty people filled St Paul’s for the 
Friends’ special event, An Evening with Alan 
Titchmarsh. In a fascinating and, at times, deeply 
moving interview, the renowned gardener, 
broadcaster and novelist spoke about his life, his 
inspirations and his loves. The evening raised more 
than £1,000 for the Friends, a group that helps to 
preserve and maintain our two church buildings. 

‘Award-winning gardener, acclaimed 
horticulturalist, successful radio and television 
presenter, best-selling novelist and Chancellor of 
the University of Winchester – how did he find the 
time to do them all?’ Mark Byford asked. ‘Sleeping 
well’, he replied. 

He said the secret to being a good gardener was ‘a 
sense of feeling’. Yes, understanding plants, shrubs 
and flowers was important. So, too, was an 
appreciation of the seasons. But a feeling for 
cultivation and growth and a passion for nurturing 
new life were critical. His favourite shrub 
or flower depended on the time of year, 
he said. Daffodils were his current 
favourite. 

Born in Ilkley in West Yorkshire in 1949, 
he spoke lovingly about his parents, a 
plumber and a textile worker, who 
instilled good manners in the young boy. 
His Grandad Hardisty would take him to his 
allotment when he was a toddler, and when he left 
school with just one O level in Art he became an 
apprentice gardener with the local council. He 
studied Horticulture at a local technical college and, 
eventually, headed to Kew Gardens, where he took 
a diploma and became a staff trainer. 

Alan Titchmarsh spoke about his break into 
television, becoming the resident gardening expert 
on the BBC programmes Nationwide and Breakfast 
Time, and presenting the Chelsea Flower Show for 
more than 30 years. 

In 1997, he was catapulted to the status of national 
treasure with the hugely successful makeover 
programme Ground Force, which he presented for 
more than five years and regularly achieved up to 
12 million viewers. He spoke about the seminal 
moment meeting Nelson Mandela, after the team 
transformed his garden in Qunu in South Africa, 

and how the president told him he nurtured two 
tomato plants whilst in prison, which gave him a 
sense of new life, new beginning and hope. 

The successful author of more than 50 gardening 
books, and now ten best-selling novels, he said he 
loved writing and being alone as an antidote to his 
hectic life. One of his proudest moments was 
receiving the Victoria Medal, the highest accolade 
of the Royal Horticultural Society, in 2004. 

 

Each and every one of us is best 
at something – the lucky ones are 

those who find out what that 
something is, and who pursue it 

with vigour and delight. 
 

At his inauguration as Chancellor of the University 
of Winchester, he spoke about students realising 
their full potential and pursuing their passions. 
‘I’ve always believed that our various genetic 
make-ups mean each and every one of us is best at 
something – the lucky ones are those who find out 
what that something is, and who pursue it with 
vigour and delight. The world is full of people 
telling us we can’t – I know, I’ve met them – but 
seek out those who, when you say, “I can’t”, say, 
“Oh yes, you can”. I now want to be one of those 
people.’ 

Happily married for more than 40 years, with two 
adult daughters and four grandchildren, he 
emphasised the importance of regular 
communication within families and the pivotal role 
of the dining table and evening mealtimes in 
bringing family members together. 

Finally, he spoke about his own faith as an Anglican 
which, he said, he held firmly but quietly. After the 
hour-long interview, Alan mingled with the 
audience over drinks and signed autographs for all 
who asked, before returning to his home in 
Holybourne near Alton, the northeast Hampshire 
area where he has lived for more than 30 years. 

Mark Byford 
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The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul present: 

A conducted tour 
of the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 

 

 
 

Saturday 3 June 2017, 2–3.30 pm 
Jermyns Lane, Ampfield SO51 0QA 

 
We have arranged a 90-minute tour of 
these famous local gardens at Ampfield 

for a group of up to 20 people. 
 

Instructions, including a map of the gardens, 
will be issued with the tickets, which can be purchased 
for £15 from Katy Palacio in the Parish Office, 844878, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. Closing date Wed 17 May. 
 

Please make your own way to the gardens, 
which are open 10 am–6 pm. There’s plenty of 

parking space on site and refreshments are available. 
 

If you have any queries or would like a lift 
to the gardens, please contact Geoffrey Burnaby, 

865432, birchmore1@talktalk.net. 
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From our elected representatives 
Rail services and open government 

 
Regular followers will know of my longstanding 
interest in rail services for our area. Indeed, one of 
my first ‘Ask the …’ open meetings was AskSWT, 
held at St Paul’s in 2013. So it was big news last 
month when ministers announced that a coalition 
led by FirstGroup will take over the contract to 
operate the South Western rail franchise from 
Stagecoach/South West Trains this August. They 
will invest some £1.2 billion over the period of the 
franchise, which runs until at least 2024. 

Their undertakings – to increase capacity in new, 
spacious carriages; to deliver Wi-Fi that actually 
works; to implement a modern, smart and flexible 
season ticket policy; and to offer new, lower fares 
for 16–18 year olds – are really exciting. I look 
forward to working with the new team and will 
hold them to every promise they have made. 

Thank you to the many constituents who got in 
touch after the terrifying events in Westminster on 
22 March. I was in the Chamber at the time taking 
the Pension Schemes Bill through its final stages as 
part of my ministerial work at the Department for 
Work and Pensions. We were actually voting when 
the rampage began, but it quickly became clear 

hundreds of MPs were not there. A full lockdown of 
the Commons chamber – with heavily armed close-
protection officers on every door – followed. 

For me it was a horrible reminder that an open, 
accessible parliament can never be 100% safe and, 
in any event, we cannot beat this kind of twisted 
hatred with force alone. All our love and prayers 
remain with the family of PC Palmer and the others 
who lost their lives that seemingly ordinary day in 
March. As I said on Facebook late that night, as I 
left the Commons, ‘Today darkness had a victory – 
tomorrow the light will flow back in’. And it did. 

Finally, after seven mostly happy years, I will be 
leaving my Stockbridge Road office later this 
month. As you may have seen from the sign, our 
landlord is selling the property, and I wish him well. 
Thank you to everyone locally – especially the other 
businesses – for being such good neighbours and 
friends. If you know anyone who is looking for a 
retail opportunity in the area, please let me know 
and I will make the introduction. You can find more 
about my other work, in Winchester and in 
Westminster, via my website. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester

Station car park and Speedwatch 
 
The three main activities that took up our time last 
month are the railway station, planning and the 
Central Winchester Regeneration Area project. 

We know a lot of local people don’t like the design 
of the new car park. Unfortunately, railway stations 
have an unusual legal status and don’t need to get 
planning permission for their activities. So, 
while we can’t move or change the car park, 
we have been engaging with the station to 
try and improve pedestrian access. The zigzag 
path through the car park has gone. A new straight 
path has been created. And new pedestrian access 
that we specifically requested is being added from 
St Paul’s Hill. Not ideal, but hopefully an 
improvement.  

Planning is always time-consuming. Councillors 
who are not on the planning committee are able to 
speak on proposals from our ward that come 
before the committee. We are happy to help any 
resident who wants assistance in navigating the 
process of responding to a new planning 
application – and there are many in this area. 

People locally have a great deal of interest in the 
council’s two major developments in the city: the 
Central Winchester redevelopment and Station 

Approach. An outside architecture and planning 
team, JTP, recently ran an excellent consultation 
weekend for the Central Winchester project and 
the council has bought the bus station, which gives 
a better opportunity for a proper plan for the area. 
The critical thing now is that local people’s input is 
listened to at every stage of the project. 

One new initiative that is starting to roll out is 
Speedwatch, to reduce speeding on the 
streets. The first sessions have been held – 

with volunteers measuring traffic speeds and the 
police sending out letters to those caught speeding. 
Are you interested in taking part? If so, please 
contact rahim.ahmed@hampshire.pnn.police.uk or 
us, your ward councillors. 

Finally, Martin Tod was delighted to be able to 
attend the opening of the new community space at 
St Matthew’s. Early in the project, Martin had used 
a county councillor grant to support the purchase 
of new lighting, and it was great to see it in place. 
All county councillors are given a fund to support 
community activities and provision; you can find 
out more at www.hants.gov.uk/grants. 

Martin Tod, Lucille Thompson and Liz Hutchison 
Councillors for the St Paul ward
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Some thoughts about 
clearing out, recycling and saving the planet 

I feel I should begin with an apology to those who 
might think that trivial domestic stories from a lady 
from the pews are hardly suitable material for a 
parish magazine. They would be right, of course, 
but these incidents have made me smile, so I 
thought I would share them with you. 

I decided recently that the time had come for 
downsizing – not by moving to a smaller house, but 
just by getting rid of things I no longer need, a task 
made more interesting by my ability to accumulate 
masses of them in the first place. Add to this that 
builders provided my home with some large fitted 
wardrobes, and the feeling sometimes that only a 
latter-day Narnia could provide more unexpected 
things than those I find in the backs of them. 

Understandably some are clothes – the ones 
that were mistakes, the ones kept in the 
hope that one day I could fit into them again 
and the ones I couldn’t actually remember I 
ever had. Worse than those, I wonder how I 
have found such things as a large, metal, 
five-branched candle holder which has never 
before emerged from its hiding place; and in 
which mad moment I found the long, heavy 
curtains that must have been transferred 
from a charity shop straight to the back of the 
airing cupboard, only to be rediscovered in my 
recent explorations. 

The words charity shop bring me to the subject of 
recycling – but not the kind that inspires the 
fortnightly agonising over what is acceptable plastic 
and what is not, whether my rubbish is clean 
enough for the bin, and at Christmas what 
wrapping paper is too shiny or sparkly and likely to 
upset the system completely. No, this is the sort of 
merry-go-round of going in to donate things and 
coming out with more. 

As well as some of those clothes, my present things 
to give are books, a jigsaw puzzle acquired a few 
weeks ago and a couple of ornaments that seemed 

a good idea at the time. A recent moment of truth 
came, however, when my attention was taken by a 
tea set displayed in the window of the Wessex 
Cancer Trust which was pretty. Fortunately I was 
able to resist, because I realised that its recent 
donor was me! 

I don’t think I can quite equate charity shops with 
saving the planet, but my thoughts have turned this 
month to one of my small efforts inspired by recent 
news about the millions of coffee cups thrown 
away each day. Enjoying the occasional cappuccino 
from Waitrose, I felt I should buy my own reusable 
mug, and did. My first problem was getting it ready 
for use, as I wrestled with prising the lid off for 

some time before realising that it had to be 
unscrewed. Undaunted, I was then ready to 
use it on my next visit, filled it, tested its lid 
and took it home to enjoy my drink. 

However, the warm feeling of tasting the 
coffee was joined, unfortunately, by the 
warm feeling of some of it dripping down my 
shirt from a cup not screwed up tightly 
enough, so enjoyment gave place to swift 
stain removal and a change of shirt … only to 
find that a tightened lid still left space for 

some remaining drips to dampen that one as well, 
leading to more hasty cleaning, finding a jacket that 
covered the damp patch and pondering whether I 
was saving the planet by using less cardboard or 
using too much of its water for mopping up. 

So these are my little tales, and my excuse for 
including them comes from an article written long 
ago: ‘Somewhere in the process of Creation a 
collection of cells must have been set aside to 
house our sense of humour, and it seems a pity not 
to use them; so if my account of my adventures has 
amused you and added to a good day or made you 
smile on a bad one, perhaps it deserves a place 
here after all’. 

Heather Riley 

 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org or send 
them to him at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. 
(Final editorial choice rests with him, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878 
M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Ruth Thornton, local magazine 
distribution 
ruthjthornton@googlemail.com 
861856 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St 
M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
silvia_brown@madasafish.com 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 

Contact us 

Come, not because you have all faith, but 
because you have some faith and would like to grow in it 


