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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly 
on Sunday evenings; please contact Katy 
Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a 
drink and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group usually on the first Monday 
of the month, 3–4.30 pm; please contact Talia 
Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group meeting usually 
on the first Monday of the month, 8–9.15 pm; 
please contact Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Monday homegroup please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 
reconvening on 1 August to study book 6 of the 
Pilgrim course; please contact James Clay, 
852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup meeting fortnightly, 7.30 
for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene Casey, 
808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (5 different age-groups) plus DIY 
crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards; 
restarts in September 

 St Paul’s children’s choir, with games sessions: 
Mondays 5.30–6.30 pm, leader Jonathan 
Upfold 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – 
for children and young people, whether you 
have any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week from 9.15 am in 
St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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Letter from Mary 

 
Sunday services: July and August Bible readings 
2 July 
9 July 
16 July 
23 July 
30 July 
6 August 
13 August 
20 August 
27 August 

Ephesians 2: 19–22; John 20: 24–29 [p. 1157] 
Romans 7: 15–25a; Matthew 11: 16–19, 25–30 [p. 250] 
Romans 8: 1–11; Matthew 13: 1–9, 18–23 [p. 257] 
Romans 8: 12–25; Matthew 13: 24–30, 36–43 [p. 260] 
Romans 8: 26–39; Matthew 13: 31–33, 44–52 [p. 266] 
2 Peter 1: 16–19; Luke 9: 28–36 [p. 1171] 
Romans 10: 5–15; Matthew 14: 22–33 [p. 280] 
Romans 11: 1–2a, 29–32; Matthew 15: 21–28 [p. 282] 
Romans 12: 1–8; Matthew 16: 13–20 [p. 288] 

  

Dear friends, 

The election is now over; time for leaders and advisers to work through all that has been voted for. 
However we voted, it is for us as Christians now to pray for the leaders: for wisdom, guidance, 
humility and courage in all the decisions that have to be made. We may feel powerless to bring 
about change, yet prayer can and does change things – let us pray. 

Following the terrorist attacks in Kabul, Manchester and London plus the terrible fire in Kensington 
– the darkness and chaos, the fear and tragedy of all that has happened – we are called to be God’s 
love and light. 

At the Beacon Event on Pentecost Sunday (sadly I wasn’t able to be there), when the cathedral was 
full, with many more people outside for the relay, and the service was broadcast across the world – 
Archbishop Justin Welby spoke of the darkness and chaos of the world, of all that is set against 
God’s kingdom. He said that God asks us to ‘be him’ in the world, in the mess. As God’s Son came 
with perfect love and suffered, paid the price, so we are to go out in perfect love, to bring in his 
kingdom of love, light, joy and peace. But the archbishop said that we cannot do it alone, so we 
must pray, ‘Come Holy Spirit’. On our own, we are powerless; with God’s Holy Spirit to lead and 
guide, we can do all that he asks. 

Over the Pentecost weekend (3–4 June), celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ 
disciples after his ascension to heaven, I went to three places. First, St Paul’s, to open the church for 
the week of prayer, to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. There I found peace: places for people to sit and 
pray, to meditate on the cross of Christ, to come apart from the busyness of the world and listen to 
God for a while. Here was peace. 

Secondly, I went to St Matthew’s and saw the abundance and beauty of God’s creation in the 
flowers – and the gifts God has given people to arrange these flowers. What a wonderful 
celebration of God’s creation! Many visitors came in to enjoy the flowers and God’s presence in this 
holy place. Here was beauty. 

Thirdly, I went to the Cathedral Close, where many churches were celebrating Pentecost. There 
were flags and music and dancing, a bouncy castle, lots of things for children and young people to 
do. And prayer for those in need – a real sense of God’s presence right in the middle of the Close. 
Here was joy. 

Three very different experiences of God and of church, yet all valid. Experiences of peace, beauty 
and joy. 

On the Sunday afternoon I went to the Kite Festival in Basingstoke. It was wonderful to see so many 
different-shaped kites flying freely in the strong winds. And I think it was a happy coincidence that it 
was Pentecost Sunday, when we celebrate the Holy Spirit coming as a mighty wind. 

We are called to ‘be God’ in this troubled world – let us pray that God will use us mightily to bring 
forth his kingdom. 

With my best wishes and prayers, 
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Sat 1–Sun 16 
Exhibition of drawings by the 
late Harry Wright 
St Matthew’s, 10 am–4 pm 
Sat 1 
Wedding of Jessica Pike and 
Gareth Clutterbuck 
St Paul’s, 1 pm 
Mon 3 
Book group 
Hillside Road, 3–4.30 pm 
Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 
Finance committee 
Orchard End, 7.15 pm 
Tues 4 
Open meeting with parents, 
carers and children’s work team 
St Paul’s, 7 pm 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Thurs 6 
Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 
Deanery Synod bring and share 
supper 
Stoke Charity, 6.30 pm 
Sat 8 
Wedding of Jessie Arthur and 
Neil Mugford 
St Paul’s, 1 pm 
Sun 9 
Wessex Sinfonietta concert 
St Paul’s, 7 pm 
Mon 10 
Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 
Child and Vulnerable Adult 
Protection Training 
St Paul’s, 7 pm 
Western Church School 
governors’ meeting 
Western, 7 pm 
Tues 11 
Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Wed 12 
Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 
Thurs 13 
Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 
Sun 16 
Bring and share lunch 
St Paul’s, 12.45 pm 
Mon 17 
Children’s summer social 
Vera’s home, 4–5.30 pm 
Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 
Tues 18 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Thurs 20 
Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 
Fri 21 
Under-fives’ service 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 
Wedding of Rebekah Reay and 
Daniel Malone 
St Matthew’s, 2 pm 
Sat 22 
Friends visit to 
Mary Rose 
exhibition, 
Portsmouth 
Dep. St Paul’s, 9.30 am 
Mon 24 
Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 
Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 
PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 
Tues 25 
Mothers’ Union ‘Faith in Action’ 
St Barnabas, 2.30 pm 
Music meeting 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 26 
Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 
Sun 30 
Taizé service 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm 

Tues 1 
Property committee 
St Paul’s, 9 am 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Mon 7 
Faith Development group 
St Paul’s, 2 pm 
Book group 
Bereweeke Avenue, 3–4.30 pm 
Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 
Tues 8 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Sun 13 
Baptism of Freya Jones 
St Paul’s, 12 noon 
Tues 15 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Tues 22 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 
Thurs 24 
Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 
Sat 26 
Wedding of Carly Thompson and 
Craig Redfern 
St Paul’s, 1 pm 
Sun 27 
Baptism of Charlie Martell 
St Paul’s, 12 noon 
Tues 29 
Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

J U L Y 

Diary dates 

A U G U S T 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Tim Clark, Judy Golding, Julia 
Jones, Laura Liepins, Emma and 
Mark Miller, Kate Morgan and 
Sally Owens. 

We offer our love, sympathy 
and prayers to close family and 
friends of those who have died 
recently, including Cherry 
Morgan and John Wynne. 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Wright exhibition at St Matthew’s, Sat 1–Sun 
16 July, 10 am–4 pm, free entry. It features some of 
the delicate and detailed drawings by the late Harry 
Wright – of interiors and exteriors of both 
churches, and other artworks created for the parish 
magazine. 
 
Open Evening for parents and carers at St Paul’s on 
Tues 4 July, 7.30 pm, with wine and nibbles. Some 
years ago we held an informal open evening to chat 
about how the different children’s and youth 
groups were getting on, looking at what was 
succeeding and what might be ‘tweaked’. With the 
current staffing challenges, we felt it might be 
valuable to meet again. Meanwhile we’re most 
grateful for all the voluntary help that allows the 
groups to continue. 
 
Wessex Sinfonietta concert at St Paul’s on Sun 9 
July, 7 pm, with Gavin Kibble playing C. P. E. Bach’s 
Cello Concerto in A major and symphonies by 
Schubert and Gounod. Tickets (£15, £7.50) 
available on the door or, with booking fee, from 
www.tickets.winchester-cathedral.org.uk. 
 
Bring and share lunch at St Paul’s, Sun 16 July, 

12.45 pm. Come 
and enjoy delicious 
food, a glass of wine 
and excellent 
company! You’re 
especially welcome 

if you’re new to the parish. Please sign up at the 
back of either church or contact Sue Walker, 
850559, nsue.walker@googlemail.com. 
 
Children’s summer social at Vera Edwards’ home 
on Mon 17 July, 4–5.30 pm, with the usual games, 
activities and refreshments. 
 

Weeke Mothers’ Union  Forthcoming meetings: 
 Tues 25 July, 2.30 pm at St Barnabas, ‘Faith in 

Action’ 
 Wed 6 September, 10.30 am at Wolvesey, 

prayers and quiet day 
All welcome – married, single, male, childless! It 
would be good to have new members to help 
further the work of the Mothers’ Union with 
people of all faiths and none in 83 countries, 
promoting stable marriage, family life and the 
protection of children through praying, enabling 
and campaigning. 
 
Sponsored walk supporting Macmillan  Valerie 
Anderson says a big ‘thank you’ for the generous 
donations to her 60th-birthday-year 26-mile walk 
on Sat 29 July. £89.80 raised so far. If you’d like to 
donate via JustGiving then the address is 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Valerie-Anderson-
Macmillan. 
 
Message from Phil Seal  Sarah and I will be getting 
married at St Mary’s, Kidlington (OX5 2BB) on Sat 
12 August at 3.30 pm. We would be delighted if 
anybody from St Paul’s or St Matthew’s would like 
to come and be with us on our happy day. For 
further details or directions, please e-mail me at 
pjmseal@gmail.com. 
 
Camping in the New Forest  The 2017 parish camp 
will be on 1–3 September at Avon Tyrrell in the 
lovely New Forest. This is a fun event for all ages to 
get to know each other better and relax in peaceful 
surroundings; you can attend part time! Further 
details from miriam.trebacz@btopenworld.com. 
 

Clarendon Way sponsored walk  Sat 
23 September – reserve the date 
and get your walking boots ready! 
Peter would be delighted if you 
could join him. All sponsorship 
towards Building for Life at St Paul’s.  

Family feedback 

Coming up 
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Faith at work 
‘My faith has always been an important part of who I am’ 

 
There is an age-old debate as to 
whether faith is ‘caught’ or ‘taught’ 
which is often difficult to determine 
when someone is brought up in a 
particular faith, as I was. My mother 
was a staunch Roman Catholic. My 
brothers and I went to Mass every 
Sunday, stepped our way through the 
sacraments of Christian initiation and 
attended church schools whenever 
possible. Despite realising in later life 
that some of the teachings of the 
religious sisters, in particular, were 
pretty bizarre, I was generally 
conformist and never went through a 
rejection of my faith upbringing, even as 
a teenager. Without a doubt, all this laid the 
foundation of beliefs and principles that guided me, 
in due course, during my working life. 

My father was firmly agnostic, probably an atheist, 
in fact. Yet I later realised that he held strong moral 
and ethical views, uninformed by faith, but which 
would be a challenge to any faith-inspired code. 
These views guided him in his job in particular and 
his approach to life in general. From an early age, 
then, I saw that it was possible to live a principled 
life without a religious belief – a balancing and 
valuable learning indeed. 

 

From an early age I saw that it was 
possible to live a principled life 

without a religious belief – a 
balancing and valuable  

learning indeed. 
 

In the first chunk of my working life most of the 
time was spent in a multi-national company whose 
founding fathers were American Methodists. There 
were clearly laid-out ways of doing business. Each 
year, those with customer-facing responsibilities 
were required to sign a set of ‘Business Conduct 
Guidelines’. No alcohol was allowed on company 
premises and there were other measures that 
reflected the underlying beliefs and principles of 
the founders. All this suited me well, generally 
avoiding any conflict of principles, and allowing me 
to operate guided by my own beliefs. 

However, despite this, there were strict injunctions 
preventing any overt religious activities in the 

workplace, in order to allow equality for 
all employees regardless of race or 
religion. For myself, I have never been 
one for explicit evangelising, but equally 
my faith has always been an important 
part of who I am. When I eventually had 
an office of my own, I used to have a 
small brown leather cross pinned in a 
corner of my noticeboard. Although as I 
recall only two people ever remarked on 
it, I was happy with this small statement 
of what was significant to me. Other 
than that, I simply tried to function at 
work in what I felt was a fair and proper 
way, in accordance with my own faith-
informed principles. 

In my second major chunk of working life I was 
mainly self-employed. Again, there were no overt 
signs indicating my evolving religious beliefs and 
spiritual understanding, but they continued to 
develop and to guide what I chose to do and how I 
did it. 

Of course there have been significant ups and 
downs in my life, as I assume there are for most 
people. And at times it must be said that these 
have included deviations from the ‘straight and 
narrow way’. For the positives, I thank God  
and rejoice. In times of greatest difficulty, my 
underlying faith has always been a touchstone and 
bedrock in providing support. For the deviations I 
can but seek his forgiveness. 

Psalm 139 is consistently both a challenge and a 
comfort. ‘You have searched me O Lord and you 
know me’; ‘Where can I go from your spirit? Where 
can I flee from your presence?’ Crikey! You mean 
you know ALL about me and you see EVERYTHING? 
And yet, ‘I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful’; and 
no matter where I try to hide ‘your hand will guide 
me, your right hand will hold me fast’. In other 
words, you love me despite the flaws. Now that’s 
truly a lifetime’s work to absorb fully and put into 
practice. 

Michael Joseph 

 

 

 

Please be in touch if you’d like to contribute an 
article to this series: peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
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Faith development 
Book review: Richard Rohr, The Divine Dance 

 

Many of us these days 
recognise the icon painted 
by the Russian iconographer 
Andrei Rublev (‘written by’ is 
in fact the official 
terminology for icons). We 
have a copy at St Paul’s in 
the new Lady Chapel at the 
east end of the church. In 
one sense it depicts the 
three angels visiting 
Abraham. (If you want to 

look it up, the story is in Genesis 18: 1–8.) 

But what it also represents is God the Holy Trinity, 
with the Father on the left, the Son in the centre 
and the Spirit on the right. It is beautiful, and 
mysterious, and thought-provoking. 

It is this icon that Richard Rohr concentrates on in 
his book, which is also beautiful, mysterious and 
thought-provoking. If, for you, understanding the 
Trinity has always been a step too far, then be 
cheerful, for the same is true of all of us. Indeed, 
how can we hope to grasp the wonder of God 
himself in our limited human minds? 

But be cheerful and read this book too. In it Richard 
Rohr – a Roman Catholic, American, Franciscan friar 
– paints a delightful picture of the nature of God 
who, because he is Love, is like three dancers 
seated round the table yet also always on the 
move, with each person focusing in delight on each 
of the others. 

But they are/he is also focusing on you, the viewer. 
When you look closely at the icon, you can see that 
there is a fourth place facing Christ the Son, which 
is empty. It is waiting for the viewer – you, and me, 
and all humanity – to occupy. It is an invitation for 
us all to join together with God in that dance of 
love! 

Does this intrigue you? There is so much more to 
be said. But if you go to the book itself you will, I 
hope, end up being as inspired and happy as it has 
made me. At almost £10 it isn’t the cheapest book 
on the shelf, but there are several copies of it 
around, and if this tempts you, please ask, and I am 
sure you can be lent a copy. 

Bishop John Dennis 

A meditation on the community of love 
We all live in many levels of community: our family, 
our friends, our teachers and schools, our 
neighbours, our city, our state, our country and our 
world. Some are voluntary, and some are given, but 
all of them affect us, shape us and provide a place 
to relate to others in a meaningful way if we choose 
to do so. These levels of community may be 
pleasant, helpful, and 
enlivening or can be the 
opposite, but they are not 
always by nature a community 
of love. 

How we relate to others is a 
way to learn to love others as ourselves, the second 
of Christ’s great commandments. Here we can learn 
respect, care, listening, affirmation, compassion 
and many other noble traits. Through practice, 
these can become a way of living, knowing, and 
thinking. It is the practice in accepting others who 
are the most different from us that is both the most 
challenging but can then become the most 
rewarding. This is a process of learning to love. 

There is one place, however, where we can join and 
live in and be nourished most directly by a 
community of love. That community, although 
present in every place and every time, also was 
before all time and place, for it is an eternal 
community, whose very definition is love itself. This 
is the community of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. 

Creation is an extension of their 
love to bring the mutual respect 
and love present in the Trinity 
before time and place to all 
those people who wish to join in 

living there through grace in a Trinitarian way. We 
were made to be included and to flourish in this 
great community of love. Adopted, sanctified, 
blessed and made holy – this is the promise if we 
will only co-operate willingly to live and move and 
have our being in God. 

The monks and staff of 
St Isaac of Syria Skete, Wisconsin 

It is an eternal community, 
whose very definition is 

love itself 



8 |  

Beyond Ourselves 
Eco Church – any good news? 

 
You might think that there isn’t any good ‘eco’ 
news: Donald Trump has decided to pull out of the 
Paris climate change agreement; our government 
since 2015 has cut subsidies for renewable energy; 
2016 was the hottest year globally (a record again); 
fires are deliberately being lit in Indonesia to burn 
down forests to clear land for palm oil plantations; 
air pollution is worsening in the UK. 

So where’s the good news? We just had an 
election, but it’s a hung parliament. So, not much 
hope for a change to renewable energy policy 
either, unless … 

It’s clear that we can’t rely on others to sort this 
out and change direction towards a more 
sustainable economy. The good news is that 
ordinary people can make huge progress by just 
getting on with it. Buying (and even producing) 
renewable energy for our homes (and churches) 
has helped to shift the energy mix in the National 
Grid towards more renewable energy. On 7 June 
the grid reported that power from wind, solar, 
hydro and wood-pellet burning supplied more than 
half of the UK’s total energy for the first time. Yes, 
there was plenty of wind and sunshine that day – 
perfect conditions. Nevertheless, it shows that, 
despite all the bad news, people are making it 
happen anyway. 

What’s more, very soon we will be more 
independent of weather conditions, as battery 
technology is advancing faster and faster. 

According to the BBC, the American electric car 
company Tesla Motors has unveiled a new battery 
that it claims can power homes using solar panels 
without energy from the National Grid. Each of us 
can support this trend further by switching to 
renewable energy, buying electric cars or even 
changing our heating to ground-source pumps 
driven by sustainable energy. 

The divest campaign is having a big impact too. In 
2015, Shell stopped drilling for oil in Alaska 
following global protests making it too risky for the 
company. Just a few weeks ago, almost two-thirds 
of ExxonMobil shareholders, including the Church 
of England, voted for a motion requiring the 
company to assess the risks from climate change. 
Again, ordinary people have driven this, asking 
their pension holders and insurance companies to 
vote in favour of this motion. 

One more piece of good news: Tesco has 
committed to using 100% renewable electricity by 
2030, thanks to a campaign let by ShareAction. Too 
slow, you might say, but it’s a move in the right 
direction and sets a signal for other supermarkets 
to follow. 

It works; we can achieve these things even without 
the support of government. Basically, everything 
we do in our daily lives can make a difference. 
These are usually small, everyday changes. Who 
likes shopping? (I don’t.) Have you had a look at 
www.ethicalconsumer.org? It gives lots of ideas on 

what you can buy ethically. 

It makes me think of a song by the 
German songwriter Gerhard 
Schöne, ‘Alles muss klein beginnen’ 
– ‘Everything has to start small, / 
let a bit of time go by. / It just 
needs to gather strength, / and 
finally it’s big.’ (Well, it rhymes in 
German.) It was popular in the late 
80s in East Germany. 

Please ask me at church if you’d 
like to discuss this, or drop me a 
line with comments or questions at 
max.priesemann@gmx.net. I’m 
happy to help you assess the 
options for switching your energy 
supplier. 

Max Priesemann 

 

 

Poem by Joe Miller 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Minstead Trust 
Minstead Trust is one of the 
charities we support through our 
mission giving. It was established in 

1986 as a small project in the corner of Furzey 
Gardens in the New Forest, with one member of 
staff and five young adults with learning difficulties. 
The young adults developed skills, confidence and 
well-being using a spade, a patch of ground and 
horticultural training. 

Since then the trust has grown substantially, and it 
is now based nearby in Minstead Village, 
supporting over 120 people with learning 
disabilities across Hampshire, Wiltshire and 
Portsmouth. It provides them with a positive 
opportunity to learn and develop the skills 
necessary to become more independent while 
receiving care and support in a safe and enjoyable 
learning environment. 

Its support includes Minstead Lodge, a 15-bed 
residential service divided into three flats. With a 
mini-farm, workshop, ceramics, art and craft 
studios, greenhouses and kitchen gardens, it 
provides training in a range of skills. There is also 
the opportunity to work towards nationally 
recognised qualifications. 

The trust offers Day Opportunities, running training 
in life skills such as ICT and travel, work-based skills, 
health and well-being activities both in the grounds 
of Minstead Lodge and in Portsmouth. Its 
Supported Living in the local community includes 
three 24/7-supported houses and a respite service. 
The trust helps those in their own homes or in 
shared houses with such tasks as going to the bank, 
shopping, cooking, planning holidays and arranging 
health appointments. ‘Stepping Stones’ is an 
individually tailored programme supporting adults 
making the transition to independent living; it takes 
6 to 18 months. 

The trust incorporates two social enterprises: 
Minstead Lodge Hospitality and Furzey Gardens. 
Both are open to the public and provide work 
experience and training for people with learning 
disabilities. As the Lodge is a venue for meetings, 
conferences and weddings, there are opportunities 
to learn catering and housekeeping. 

In 2012 a Learning Disability Team that had been 
studying horticulture went to the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show and, working with their Patron, Chris 
Beardshaw, won an RHS Gold Medal. An 
apprenticeship-style programme has also been 
developed in the Furzey Gardens café and gift 
shop, providing training and employment. 

Minstead Trust’s highly skilled team have 
experience of working with a range of learning 
disabilities including autism, epilepsy, Aspergers, 
Downs, Fragile-X and Pradar-Willi syndromes. 

Refugees at Taizé 
An update on the Taizé refugees we 
supported last year. The Brothers of 
the community, Sisters of St 

Andrew and friends continue their care of the 
refugees. The youngest, a 14-year-old Eritrean, is in 
a childcare home nearby. He goes to school and 
returns ‘home’ to Taizé for weekends and school 
holidays. There are six young boys who asked for 
asylum in France; they were prepared and 
supported in all that was required to do this. Three 
of them received a positive answer, but the others 
are still waiting. Achieving refugee status is a big 
step forwards but also a new beginning. Learning 
French and finding a job is a real challenge. The 
young people continue to need guidance ‘in this 
new “jungle” of a western society and 
administration’. 

Taizé also support 10 young men who were 
welcomed in 2015 from Calais. They all received 
their papers, speak French and have made huge 
steps in terms of integration: they work or study 
and live in the nearby villages or towns. ‘Their 
presence and friendship is a gift for all of us.’ 

The boys who left – the ones not wanting to give up 
their ‘dream’ of the UK – have been in contact. 
Some travelled illegally, and others are waiting and 
continue to try. It is very sad. ‘We could meet some 
of them in Paris or talk with them on the phone. 
We are deeply touched and tormented by their 
despair.’ 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

Joshua’s experience 
Joshua is 24 and lives with his mum in 
Southampton, as he is currently unable to 
manage independently. He is autistic and has 
associated learning disabilities. 

Joshua started attending Minstead Trust in 
2010, five days per week, as a day student. His 
creative talents were quickly identified and 
have been encouraged. He sketches and paints 
pictures of animals with precision and vibrant 
colours. In 2015, Joshua was artist-in-residence 
at Rums Eg Gallery, Romsey. He has since 
received a painting commission and his work is 
on sale at Furzey Gardens. 
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From Winchester’s prayer and intercession champion 
Churches Together in Winchester has run a monthly 
prayer group since December 2015; all are welcome 

In spring 2017, we had 
around 50 people on the 
mailing list, drawn from 
different churches across the 
city. Our monthly meetings 
are attended by around 20 
people. 

We recognise that churches have different 
preferred prayer and intercession styles and 
approaches, just as in worship. We see these as 
different expressions of Christ and validate all of 
them. Over time we would to love to find ways in 
which we learn and integrate many different styles. 

At this stage our meetings include some worship, a 
time for silence and listening, an opportunity to 
pray corporately and a chance to share what God 
has been laying on our hearts between meetings. 
We try to create a safe space where there is no 
pressure to speak or pray out loud, and one thing 
we want to avoid is ‘performance prayer’. That 
said, the prayer leader will ask people to share 
what God is saying to them so everyone’s invited to 
participate. 

We hope this group will continue to grow as an 
expression of church unity in our city and so very 

much encourage those from any denomination 
who love to pray to get in touch. 

 

We hope this group will continue 
to grow as an expression of church 

unity in our city. 
 

We believe God has called us together for a time 
such as this and that our work in prayer and 
intercession will yield fruit in the city and beyond. 
Winchester has a rich heritage as both a royal and a 
political centre as well as a Christian one. Through 
prayer we intend to work with God to ensure that 
the city takes its place in God’s plan for the nation. 

If you’re not already signed up and wish to join us, 
you’d be most welcome, so please get in touch with 
me at prayer@ctwin.org.uk. The dates for the rest 
of this year are: 1 July, 5 August, 2 September, 7 
October, 4 November, 2 December – all of which 
are Saturdays, starting at 9.30 am. The intention is 
to hold them in different locations across the city, 
so please e-mail me shortly before each one or look 
on www.ctwin.org.uk/prayer/. 

Andrew Walsh 

Christian Aid Week – thank you 
 

Christian Aid works to 
eradicate the scandal of 
poverty for all, irrespective 
of race, faith or political 
leaning. This year, the focus 
has been on the plight of 
refugees, who number more 
than 65 million across the 
globe – families handing 
over hard-earned cash on 
the weak promise of safe delivery to better shores; 
children separated from their parents and, at 
worse, preyed upon by others; the disabled, cared 
for as best they can be with limited resources.  

God calls us to help those in need and show 
compassion. As a parish, this year we have 
collected £4,735, with £3,830 gift aided (2016: 
£4,477, £3,364 gift aided), which will go directly to 
supporting those who have been displaced. 

Grateful thanks go to our 
valiant team of 21 collectors 
who knocked on doors, to 
people who gave financially 
and to those who dedicated 
their time to counting the 
money raised. God sees. 

‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom 

prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me.’ 

Matthew 25: 34–36 
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Faith development 
What about you? 

Tom Simpson completes his series on getting ready for ministry 
 
I’ve spent the past few months talking to you about 
my own experience of being selected for ordained 
ministry, my time at theological college and my 
thoughts about the future. My question now is, ‘Is 
this something that you would consider?’ 

There is a danger in an article like this that it can 
come across as self-justifying: I have done this, and 
I expect you to validate what I’ve decided to do as 
worthwhile. Yet I don’t think that is the case here. 
God calls us to use the gifts he’s given to serve him. 
If you’re a Christian, the question is not ‘Can I serve 
God?’ but ‘How can I serve God? This will take 
different forms for different people, but my plea is 
that some of you will consider putting yourselves 
forward for ordination, to serve God in this one 
particular way. 

 

If you’re a Christian, the question is 
not ‘Can I serve God?’ but 

‘How can I serve God? 
 

I’m sure that it will come as no surprise to many of 
you that the Church of England is in something of a 
pickle when it comes to ordained people to serve in 
its churches. Something like 50% of the clergy are 
due to retire in the next 10 years, meaning there is 
a crisis coming as to how we lead our churches. 

There is a need for people to step up, be trained for 
ministry and serve the church. The church needs 
people from all backgrounds and all sorts of 
different experiences. It’s not about who has lived 
the holiest life so far; there are character 
requirements for being a church leader (see 1 
Timothy chapter 3), but not educational or life-
experience ones. In fact, we need people from 

every walk of life to take the gospel to people in 
every walk of life so that all may have the chance to 
hear the life-giving news about Jesus Christ – how 
he died and rose again to pay for our sins. 

Putting yourself forward for ordination will require 
sacrifice. It will mean leaving jobs and lifestyles 
behind. It is likely to mean moving home to go and 
serve a church elsewhere (and maybe somewhere 
much less appealing than the leafy suburbs of 
Winchester). It will mean asking your family (if you 
have one) to make sacrifices in coming with you. 

Honestly, this would make absolutely no sense 
unless you consider the great gain that can be had 
in serving this way. What a great privilege it is to 
tell people about God! What a great privilege it is 
to call the lost, lonely and helpless of this world to 
serve the Great King of Heaven! What a great 
privilege it is to bring the good news about God to 
all people all over the country! 

The sacrifice is ridiculous unless we consider what 
God calls us to: to go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything Jesus has commanded us. 

Servant leadership? 
If you think this might be for you, do chat to Peter 
Seal, or any other clergy around. They will talk to 
you about the next steps and how things might go 
forward from here. If this is not the thing for you, 
please pray for the church and those who serve as 
its leaders. Pray that God would raise up new 
workers for his harvest field (Matthew 9: 38), so 
that the good news would go out to all parts of our 
land, drawing people to the love of God. 

Salt and light 
You placed me in the world to be its salt. 

I was afraid of committing myself, 
Afraid of being stained by the world, 

And my salt dissolved in water. 
You placed me in the world to be its light. 

I was afraid of the shadows 
And my light slowly faded away. 

You placed me in the world to live in community. 
Thus you taught me to love, to share in life, 

To struggle for bread and for justice, 
Your truth incarnate in my life. So be it, Jesus. 

Peggy M. de Cuehlo, Uruguay
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St Matthew’s 
Flower Festival 
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St Paul’s @ 4 
family service 

Friends visit to 
Hillier Gardens 

Mandala at the 
Week of Prayer 

Winchester Camerata 
at St Paul’s 

Thursday 
toddler group 
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The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
 

Five Friends and five 
friends of Friends were 
blessed with perfect 
weather on 3 June for a 
90-minute conducted tour 
of the Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens. Our guide, Roy 
Brizland, who has been 

working at the gardens, off and on, for many years, 
was clearly a specialist in trees. He showed us many 
varieties, some very rare, including eucalyptus, cork 
and Douglas fir. There is an exhibition of sculpture, 
some realistic and some abstract, scattered around 
the gardens. 

We were happy to find that the gardens have 
electric buggies that can negotiate rough grass; and 

we can recommend 
the jacket potatoes 
with coronation 
chicken at the 
Jermyns House café, 
which are excellent! 

Our next outing, in 
July, is the coach trip 
to the Mary Rose exhibition in Portsmouth. We are 
still hoping to arrange a tour of the Palace of 
Westminster in the autumn. Fixing a date was 
postponed by our MP’s office until after the 
election, but we should be able to make an 
announcement soon. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

Committee members – beware! 
An extract from Yes, Prime Minister, Nov 1987 

Sir Humphrey Appleby: It is characteristic of all 
committee discussions and decisions, that every 
member has a vivid recollection of them, and that 
every member’s recollection of them differs 
violently from every other member’s recollection of 
them. Consequently we accept the convention that 
the official decisions are those and only those 
which have been officially recorded in the minutes 
by the officials, from which it emerges with an 
elegant inevitability that any decision which has 

been officially reached will have been officially 
recorded in the minutes by the officials, and any 
decision which is not recorded in the minutes has 
not been officially reached, even if one or more 
members believe they can recollect it; so in this 
particular case if the decision had been officially 
reached it would have been officially recorded in 
the minutes by the officials, and it isn’t, so it 
wasn’t. 

Do you have symptoms of anxiety and/or depression? 
Would you be interested in volunteering 

in a research project about eyewitnesses? 
I am a PhD student at the 
University of Winchester and 
I’m conducting a study 
exploring the capabilities of 
witnesses with mild anxiety 
and/or mild depression. 

What does the study involve? 
Participants will view a three-minute video clip of a 
crime and take part in a series of interviews 
designed to explore their recall of the event. 

Why is this study important? 
Mental health is not adequately understood and 
this is worrying, given that individuals with mental 
health disorders are some of the most vulnerable 
within our society. Frequently, people with anxiety 

and/or depression are required 
to provide evidence as 
witnesses in a police interview 
or court of law, yet little is 
known about their capabilities. 
This is a concern, as witnesses 

play a key role in police investigations. 

I am hoping that my research will benefit not only 
the criminal justice system and those working 
within it, but also vulnerable witnesses themselves, 
whose needs are not fully understood at present. If 
you would be interested in taking part or would like 
further information, please contact me, 
B.Parsons1.15@unimail.winchester.ac.uk, 07793 
006486. 

Beth Parsons 
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Toddler group 
For the past few years I have worked with the 
toddler group at St Paul’s – first as a helper and 
then as a leader. It has been really rewarding and 
fun in so many ways. 

I shall never forget Eli, who always asked, from the 
moment he came in the door, ‘Is it snack time, 
Jan?’ When I queried what he had had for breakfast 
he inevitably reeled off a list of food – obviously a 
bottomless pit! Eli is not the only one; sometimes, 
just before snack time, I feel like the Pied Piper. 

The toddler group is quite small, with a relaxed 
atmosphere, enabling carers to chat with each 
other and still keep an eye on the children. It has 
been a privilege to meet and get to know them all – 
parents, grandparents, nannies and children. One 
family was waiting to adopt a child. It was great to 
share with the family and celebrate when all 
became official. 

We have the use of the meadow for 1¼ hours every 
morning. The children love going out on the 
equipment. When a train comes into the station 
there is often a mad dash to the wire fence to  
see it. 

As I write this I wonder why I am stopping as 
leader. However, I feel it is the right time. I am sure 
that whoever takes over as leader will find it 
equally rewarding. 

Why not give it a try, maybe with a friend? You 
don’t know what you’re missing. 

Jan Falkingham

 

Wordsearch 
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C O M P A S S I O N T H G I L 

  

Might you be our new volunteer 
leader for toddler group? 

We are very grateful to Jan Falkingham, who 
has worked with our toddler group for over five 
years but feels it is time to hand over to 
someone else for September 2017. 
Toddler group runs 9.30–11.30 every Thursday 
during term time. It needs at least two adults 
for it to run well. They set out the room, 
provide some simple refreshments, play with 
the children, chat to the adults, tell a story, 
possibly do some craft work and lead singing 
games at the end. It could be a team effort. 

If you are interested and would like to know 
more, please contact Mary Copping, 07921 
886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. Jan 
would be happy to welcome people on 
Thursday mornings who might want to see the 
group in action; please also contact Mary to 
arrange this. 

ABUNDANCE 
ACCEPTANCE 
BEAUTIFUL 
BEDROCK 
CHILD 
COMMUNITY 
COMPASSION 
DIVINE 
FAITH 
FLOWERS 
FRIENDSHIP 
HELP 
HOPE 
INSPIRED 
JOY 
JUSTICE 

LIGHT 
LOVE 
MYSTERIOUS 
PEACE 
POSITIVE 
PRAY 
PRINCIPLES 
RENEWABLES 
SALT 
SPIRIT 
STUDENTS 
SUN 
TODDLERS 
TOUCHSTONE 
WEDDING 
WELCOME 
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Role play and roasting marshmallows 
 
We’re coming to that time of 
year when most of the children 
leave the pre-school for school. 
There is a whiff of change and 
uncertainty in the air, felt 
mainly by the parents who are 
coming to terms with their pre-
schoolers leaving the magic, 
familiarity and warmth of pre-
school. But it comes also from 
the children, who are busy talking and preparing 
for Year R with role play and visits (whilst roasting 
marshmallows around the camp fire and baking 
cookies in their new mud kitchens!). 

There is change and uncertainty ahead for the staff 
and committee of pre-school too. You may have 
seen an article in the Hampshire Chronicle in 
January this year, when St Paul’s Pre-school 
welcomed Caroline Dinenage, Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for Women, Equalities and Early 
Years at the Department for Education. She came 
to talk with our staff and other local settings about 
the 30-hour policy that is to be introduced in the 
autumn. (A new Childcare Bill, to be implemented 
in September 2017, will increase the free childcare 
hours for working parents of 3–4-year-old children 
from 15 to 30 a week. This was a government 
manifesto commitment during the 2015 election, 
and since then it has been the subject of numerous 
consultations and policy reviews.) 

The committee and staff have worked hard to 
understand the implications of this Bill on our 
existing pre-school structure. We feel that to 
implement the new government scheme would 
jeopardise our current financial situation, as we 
make up a large chunk of our deficit every year 
through parent-funded hours – and there would be 
few of these if working parents were generally 
eligible for 30 hours of funding. As yet we have no 
sight of what the revised formula will look like and 
what our funding rate from April 2018 will be as a 
result. 

Offering the full 30 hours a week required by the 
new policy would also compromise the 
environment we’ve all worked so hard to create. 
Due to the nature of being a pack-away pre-school, 
we’re unable to extend this far. 

Even in our current set-up, the income we receive 
from Hampshire County Council funding and 
parent-funded hours covers only the majority of 
our basic operating costs. We need to fund-raise 
£3–4,000 each year to ensure the total costs of 
running the pre-school are met, and to break even. 

But with the support of the 
parents and community 
attending events like the 
Christmas shopping evening 
and the Pico Players children’s 
workshop and evening concert, 
we know we can survive 
another year. And in the 
meantime, we can only pray 
that no further changes or cuts 

are introduced by the new government. 

Each year a new committee steps in, and its 
primary responsibility is to raise the necessary 
funds for pre-school to exist. So there will be more 
uncertainty and change in the air when the current 
committee steps down, and we sadly loose two 
special teachers who have been with us for many 
years. But each year a new committee rises to the 
challenge and the teachers return with an 
abundance of creative energy, enthusiasm and 
passion for another magical year of pre-school.  

 

Each year a new committee rises 
to the challenge and the teachers 

return with an abundance of 
creative energy, enthusiasm 

and passion for another 
magical year of pre-school. 

 
We are a community-based, community-minded 
and community-run charity and the support we 
receive within the community keeps us going every 
year. So thank you to the church, which continues 
to ‘home’ us, and to the community, for supporting 
us for another year. We need your backing more 
than ever in the coming months, so please do come 
and join us for our first fund-raising event of the 
new academic year: the Christmas Shopping 
evening on Thursday 30 November 2017. 

Laura Broadhurst 
Co-Chair of St Paul’s Pre-school 

 

PS  You will be pleased to hear that it has been 
decided to spend some of the proceeds from the 
Pico event to build a wooden train in the meadow: 
something for the community and pre-school to 
enjoy, crafted by a local carpenter from Sparsholt 
College. 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Assistants for our Sunday morning groups  Both 
Charlotte Wilde and Lauren Thompson have now 
sadly left us. We had a good farewell do at ASK 
Pizza for Lauren, when many of the young people 
came to say goodbye. We hope to have one for 
Charlotte at the Lucas’s home soon. 

It has been agreed to focus on advertising one post 
at the moment, so we have prioritised a youth 
assistant for ages 13 and upwards. One young 
woman was very interested and all set to come to 
our services to meet the young people, but then 
something else cropped up. I continue to meet 
applicants. Please pray for God’s guidance for 
finding the right person to nurture and inspire our 
young people. 

Scramblers (pre-school age)  This group continues 
with a strong team of volunteers. In one session 
they used the words of the hymn ‘All things bright 
and beautiful’. The children coloured pictures and 
watched a video with beautiful images and the 
hymn as soundtrack. 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–5)  
These groups are led by a good team of volunteers. 
They recently talked about the meaning of the 
Trinity and discussed making the sign of the cross. 
They then did three handprints on paper in 
different colours to remind them of the Trinity. 
Together they said this prayer, from the ROOTS 
resources – a lovely prayer we could all say for 
ourselves and each other: 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be your 
strength, wherever you go; may the love of God be 
your joy, whatever your circumstances; and may 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be your inspiration. 

Destination (Years 6–8) is being led by adults from 
our congregation, including Keith Anderson, Adrian 
McKenzie, Christopher Seaman and Liz Stannard. 
They are all DBS checked, and I work with them on 
planning the sessions. 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  Members are invited 
either to join the Destination group or to stay in 
church. Some of the older ones are now choosing 
to remain in the service, so there are only 5 or 6 
who would regularly be part of this group. 

Meditation continues with the help of Kathleen 
Freeman and Harriet Hide, who sometimes lead. 
Occasionally we begin the session by lighting a 
candle and saying a short prayer; we realise how 
valuable this is for our children and young people in 
our busy world. 

St Paul’s @ 4  We had a good planning meeting, 
and thanks go to all the volunteers: Frances Birkett, 
Vera Edwards, Jan Falkingham, Andy Kettlewell, 

Vicki Tibbitts and Libby Wallis. It was agreed that 
we should continue with this informal family 
service, even though there are sometimes low 
numbers, as this is something people not used to 
church feel happy to attend. Those who come 
really enjoy it and stay chatting for quite a while 
afterwards. 

Under-fives’ service  The next one will be on Friday 
21 July at 9.30 am at St Paul’s, when St Paul’s Pre-
school, Toddler Group and families join us in an 
informal service to celebrate summer – all are 
welcome. 

Assemblies  I continue to go regularly to Westgate 
Lower School. There I led an assembly on Noah’s 
Ark using a ‘godly play set’ with animals and figures 
plus a large wooden ark, which I borrowed from 
the Resources Centre in the Cathedral Close. I 
recently led an assembly at Western Church School, 
playing the guitar along with my guitar teacher and 
three of his pupils who go to Western. It was very 
lively, and they have asked us to do another one 
before the end of term. 

Children’s social  We are going to have a children’s 
end-of-year get-together at Vera Edwards’ home 
on Monday 17 July, with games, food and chat. 

Child protection  Niki Bray, our Safeguarding 
Officer, has organised diocesan Child and 
Vulnerable Adult Protection Training at St Paul’s on 
Monday 10 July at 7 pm. I am encouraging all of our 
children’s workers to attend this important session. 

Mary Copping

Youth Work Assistant 
Role: To plan informal sessions and lead a 
group of young people aged 13 and upwards at 
St Paul’s 
All sessions will be on a Christian theme and 
include prayer, a Bible story, activity, game and 
discussion based on the ROOTS resources, 
which provide ideas for each Sunday 
Hours: Sunday 9–11.30 am, plus 1 hour 
preparation time and occasional meetings 
Pay: £7.50–£8.50 per hour 
Attributes: there is a Genuine Occupational 
Requirement for the post-holder to be a 
Christian, aged 18+, a good communicator, 
good at working in a team, creative in engaging 
young people in the Christian faith (DBS check 
needed for successful applicant) 
Contact: Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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From our elected 
representatives 

New student accommodation 
The last couple of months have been busy with 
elections but we have continued to work on other 
things as well. As ever, issues connected with 
planning seem to take up much of our time – in 
particular, student housing. Developers are putting 
in a number of applications for student 
accommodation: for new buildings, as in Greenhill 
and Sparkford roads, or to convert existing houses 
and properties such as those being sold by the NHS 
on Romsey Road. In some cases, family homes are 
being converted into Houses of Multiple 
Occupation; in others they are being demolished to 
create sites that can be developed for student 
housing. 

Wherever student housing is being proposed in the 
St Paul ward we have been contacted by local 
residents. They are concerned about potential 
noise, increased rubbish, parking and changing the 
character of the area, with significantly higher 
numbers of people in residence only part of the 
year. 

More student accommodation is needed. The 
university is expanding, and it brings many benefits 
to Winchester: it raises attainment levels, provides 
jobs – many highly skilled – and adds to the culture 
of the city as a whole. While welcoming the 
benefits the university brings, we feel it is also 
important to ensure that development is 
appropriate, that it enhances the city and does not 
compromise the quality of life for existing 
residents. 

It is a balance; as ward members we have been 
representing the views of residents to the Council. 
Looking ahead, we hope that, in the longer term, 
revisions to the Local Plan will identify areas and 
specific sites that are suitable for student housing. 
There should be clear design guidelines to prevent 
development from having a negative impact on 
residential areas. Already, new developments in 
this neighbourhood are car-free, but parking 
remains an issue when existing houses are 
converted. 

In the meantime, the new decked parking at the 
entrance to the station from St Paul’s Hill continues 
to be a concern. We have been working to ensure 
that positive, safe and attractive arrangements are 

made for pedestrians and cyclists accessing the 
station and are pleased to note that some minor 
adjustments have been made to the original 
markings. It is still not satisfactory, but it is better, 
and we will continue to press for improvements 
once the new franchise for the network comes into 
effect in the autumn. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward 

Resource room 
For many years the Diocese of 
Winchester has had a ‘resource 
room’. It used to be based in the 
diocesan office, but a few years 
ago it was moved it to a new 
home at the cathedral’s Learning 
Centre. It holds a fantastic range 
of books, DVDs, godly play sets 

and so on – all available to borrow individually for a 
small fee, or under an annual subscription. The 
resource room is open to anyone and everyone, of 
any church denomination or none, and isn’t run for 
profit. There is a new online database – do take a 
look: http://resourceroom.winchester.anglican. 
org/Resources/Pages/. 

Dorothy Lusmore 
Secretary, Churches Together in Winchester 

Stewardship update 
In May a further four people increased their regular 
giving to the parish, bringing the totals this year to 
15 increased sums and two new regular givers. 
Peter writes ‘thank you’ cards but does not know 
any of the figures involved. 

Wanted – grand piano! 
If you know of anyone who might be downsizing or 
who no longer needs/wants their grand piano, 
please point them in the 
direction of St Paul’s. Our 
current piano is on its last 
legs, and sometimes grand 
pianos do need new homes 
... If you can help, please 
contact Ali Galvin, 
07734458773, 
aligalvin@me.com. 
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Some thoughts for summer ’17 
 
Not so long ago the end of the parliamentary year 
in July meant that MPs did not gather again until 
after the conferences in October, and in the 
absence of much news about their activities we 
entered the ‘silly season’. Newspapers were full of 
stories about things like surfboarding dogs, pie-
eating contests and the longest runner beans in 
local shows. ‘Whew, what a scorcher!’ was a 
common front-page headline during heatwaves 
and, too often at other times, ‘Another bank 
holiday washout’. 

Sadly, however, it seems that during this summer, 
international uncertainty and terrible tragedies 
mean that the last thing the season will be is silly. 
On the day I am writing this, the news is full of the 
words and haunting pictures of that burning tower 
block. And when we were gathering flowers to 
decorate St Matthew’s, in too many other places 
people were gathering 
flowers in memory of the 
victims of terrorism. 

Amongst so much that is 
deeply serious, however, I 
hope it will be acceptable 
if I leave that briefly and 
choose subjects that are 
lighter – just a few 
ordinary things that cheer 
me up and give pleasure 
whatever life brings. So, from many, I 
have chosen eggs, the colour green and two 
Victorian detectives. 

I am amused by the exasperated example given to 
describe someone who is a hopeless cook as one 
who can’t even boil an egg. Well, in a way I am one 
such, because I never seem to get the time right for 
any except the hard-boiled ones. They remind me 
of good things, like sandwiches at ‘Tea with 
Friends’, and lead me on to perfect scrambled eggs 
on toast and omelettes – especially the Spanish 
kind. Perhaps my greatest admission, however, is 

that much as I admire the wonderful work of chefs 
on TV, with their towers of perfectly cooked and 
presented ingredients, for me their masterpieces 
are no more inviting than the wonderful sight of a 
full English breakfast, with an egg its crowning 
glory. 

The colour green is said to be unlucky, but I love it 
in my home and as the colour of our countryside. 
We are passing now towards high summer, but is 
there anything more heart-lifting than the first 
green shoots of spring growing into the wonderful 
new fresh colours of the woods and fields of May? I 
walked with my dog across the top of Teg Down 
today, and the views were of miles of so many 
shades from darker trees to the lightness of the 
fields of corn. Soon they will ripen, but this morning 
the wind crossing them turned them into a 
beautiful waving green sea. 

My Victorian detectives 
are Thomas Pitt and 
William Monk, creations 
of Anne Perry, whose 
separate stories have 
given many people great 
pleasure for more than 20 
years. Their plots are set 
in the highest and lowest 
of the classes of that age, 

and in their detailed and critical 
view of the treatment of the poor they have been 
compared to Dickens. On one level they are great 
stories with fascinating plots but on another, over 
the years, they have also been about personal 
triumphs and disasters, families, friendship, 
courage, loyalty and love. 

So, my final thought for summer ’17 must be the 
hope that, while never forgetting people struggling 
with the world’s great problems, there will always 
be time for those moments and ordinary things 
that give pleasure and even, who knows, perhaps 
the chance to enjoy them in the sun. 

Heather Riley 

 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org or send 
them to him at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. 
(Final editorial choice rests with him, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 

Amongst so much that is deeply 
serious, I hope it will be acceptable if I 
leave that briefly and choose subjects 
that are lighter – just a few ordinary 
things that cheer me up and give 
pleasure whatever life brings. 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 

College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 

07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  
SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 
WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 
For a FREE, no-obligation home 
consultation, call Mike on  
01962 710807 or e-mail 
hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 
Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 
www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 
network problem? 

 

Call Howard Green on 
01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 
home-computing problems 

 

£35 for first 90 minutes 
Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 
Will Ridpath 

Over 20 years of creating 
gardens to suit your needs 

 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 
www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 
45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 
 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 
Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 
family service since 1860 

 
 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 
with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 
Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 

 
We offer a choice of funeral plans 

 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 
Landlord and tenant 
Wills and powers of attorney 
Divorce and family law 
Support for the elderly 
Tax advice 
Trusts 
Administration of estates 
Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 
Business acquisitions and disposals 
Commercial property 
Employment law 
Civil litigation 
Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 
t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 
www.godwins-law.co.uk 
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered. 

 



 

 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Ruth Thornton, local magazine 
distribution 
ruthjthornton@googlemail.com 
861856 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
silvia_brown@madasafish.com 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 

Printed on recycled paper 

Contact us 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 

to all the people you can, as long as ever you can 

Attributed to John Wesley 


