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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly 
on Sunday evenings; please contact Katy 
Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a 
drink and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group usually on the first Monday 
of the month, 3–4.30 pm; please contact Talia 
Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group meeting usually 
on the first Monday of the month, 8–9.15 pm; 
please contact Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Monday homegroup, looking at book 6 of the 
Pilgrim course; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, studying book 5 of the 
Pilgrim course, meeting fortnightly; please 
contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup meeting fortnightly, 7.30 
for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene Casey, 
808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (5 different age-groups) plus DIY 
crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 St Paul’s children’s choir, with games sessions: 
Mondays 5.30–6.30 pm, leader Jonathan 
Upfold 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – 
for children and young people, whether you 
have any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week from 9.15 am in 
St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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Letter from the Rectory 

 

Sunday services: June Bible readings 
4 June 
11 June 
18 June 
25 June 

Acts 2: 1–21; John 20: 19–23 [p. 195] 
Isaiah 40: 12–17, 27–31; Matthew 28: 16–20 [p. 198] 
Romans 5: 1–8; Matthew 9: 35–10: 8 [p. 231] 
Romans 6: 1b–11; Matthew 10: 24–39 [p. 241] 
 

 

Dear friends, 

I’ve just been for a Sunday afternoon walk with our dog Darcy. It’s a beautiful sunny day and the 
trees and bushes are abundant with growth. I counted my blessings, to be able to walk from home 
in such lovely surroundings so freely and safely. As Christian Aid Week ends I’m so aware of those 
who live in fear of some kind every day of their lives. A huge thank you to our valiant team of 
Christian Aid collectors, which Julie Sharp co-ordinates with such commitment. Here’s hoping lots 
of money has been given. More news next month. 

The Community Day was a great success. We were truly blessed with wonderful weather and the 
atmosphere both in and outside St Paul’s really did have a Carnival feel. Our grateful thanks to 
those who led the day: Lauren Thompson, strongly supported by Mary Copping and Vera Edwards. 
We discover time and time again that good leadership enables other volunteers to play their part; 
thank you to all who helped in whatever way. 

One reflection I’ve had in recent weeks is that when we speak of our parish we think of a particular 
geographical area. Over half of those who worship in our churches come from outside the parish. 
I’ve found myself thinking about us as a church community, which seems to describe better who 
we are as a gathered group of people, of all ages, who meet to worship God together and find 
renewed energy to live out our daily lives as Christians. 

The national initiative Thy Kingdom Come (see p. 5) includes all sorts of special events in and 
around the cathedral. The Sunday, 4 June, is the feast of Pentecost, when we open ourselves 
expectantly to the outpouring of God’s life in the power of the Holy Spirit. Those who worship at St 
Paul’s will have valued the many children’s stories told by Liz Stannard. I’m delighted that Liz will be 
giving the all-age talk at the 9.30 Family Communion that day. 

It somehow feels encouraging that the General Election is in the Week of Pentecost. As we each 
cast our vote, in whichever way we believe is best, we give thanks and pray for those who offer 
themselves to be MPs, in public service for the common good. The world we live in is so complex, 
and in many ways vulnerable, that our prayerful upholding of those in high office is more important 
than ever. 

June days, often with warm weather, probably remind many of us of the times when we sat exams! 
As the young people of our day prepare for and take exams we hold them in our thoughts and 
prayers, along with their parents, carers and teachers. Here’s a wish that each may do their very 
best and that the future opens up expansively for them. 

The Building for Life project at St Paul’s continues to develop well. Antony Feltham-King, our 
architect, received lots of positive feedback at the Community Day. The Fund-Raising Committee, 
led by Bill Lucas, is making really good progress. There will be more news next month; meanwhile 
please continue to pray for the detailed work that is being done. 

John Lewis-Stempel in his book Meadowland writes, ‘How lovely it is to lie in a field and dream. I lie 
on my back in a casual crucifix, which seems an instinctive shape, since it is both arms-wide 
welcome and submission before nature’. This feels like a powerful picture reminding us of Jesus, 
whose arms were stretched wide for us in love, and the wonders of the vastness of nature in the 
created world. 

With my best wishes and prayers, 
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Thurs 1 

NO toddler group (half term) 

Fri 2–Sun 4 

Flower festival (see p. 19) 
St Matthew’s, all day 

Tents on the Green festival 
Cathedral green, Fri 4 pm–Sun 
4pm 

Sat 3 

Friends’ tour of Hillier Gardens 
Ampfield, 2–3.30 pm 

Sun 4 

Beacon Event celebrating 
Pentecost, with Archbishop of 
Canterbury preaching 
Cathedral, 7 pm 

Mon 5 

Book group 
Teg Down Meads, 3–4.30 pm 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

‘Glimpses of God’ group 
18 Bereweeke Avenue, 8 pm 

Tues 6 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 8 

Polling Day 
St Paul’s Hall, 7 am–10 pm 

NO toddler group 

Fri 9 

Deadline for July/August 
magazine articles 

Sat 10 

Solo violin recital by Lucy Russell 
St Paul’s, 7 pm

Mon 12 

Mothers’ Union Festival Service 
Romsey Abbey, 11 am 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Tues 13 

‘Memorials and their history’ 
talk by Helen Chambers 
St Matthew’s, 2 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 14 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 15 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 18 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Mon 19 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Tues 20 

Caring for God’s Creation 
workshop 
Old Alresford, 7–9 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 21 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm

Thurs 22 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sat 24 

Children’s mini-matinée concert 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Winchester Chamber Orchestra 
concert 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sun 25 

Taizé service 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm 

Mon 26 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Tues 27 

Mothers’ Union cream tea, bring 
& buy and raffle 
30 Lynford Ave, 2.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 29 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Bizet’s Carmen performed by 
Dulwich Opera Company 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sat 1–Sat 15 

Exhibition of magazine covers 
by the late Harry Wright 
St Matthew’s, all day 

Sat 22 

Friends visit to Mary 
Rose exhibition, 
Portsmouth 
Dep. St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We congratulate David Swan 
and Alice Wood on their 
wedding. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Lesley, Tim Clark, Judy Golding, 
Julia Jones, Laura Liepins, 
Emma and Mark Miller, Kate 
Morgan, Sally Owens and 
Ernest and Maria Sulzmann. 

We offer our love, sympathy 
and prayers to close family and 
friends of those who have died 
recently, including Lilian 
Booker, Ena Jones, Vivienne 
Maskell, Malcolm Phillips and 
Dorothy Wood.

Family feedback 

J U N E 

Diary dates 

J U L Y 
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Thy Kingdom Come is a global, 
ecumenical prayer movement 
inviting Christians to pray between 
Ascension and Pentecost for people 
to know Jesus Christ. Both of our 

churches will be open from Mon 29 May until Sat 3 
June for prayer, with readings available and special 
prayer stations you can use. 
 
St Matthew’s flower festival  Fri 2–Sat 3 June,  
10 am–4 pm and Sun 4 June 1–4 pm. Themed 
flower displays (see p. 19) and refreshments. Free 
entry – please do come! 
 
Tents on the Green – a festival for Pentecost  
Come and enjoy a weekend of worship music in the 
Outer Close of Winchester Cathedral, 2–4 June. 
There will be a families’ tent, Bouncy Cathedral, 
youth tent, prayer stations in the cathedral, a 
worship vigil through the Friday and Saturday 
nights and a Sunday picnic – with a vision ‘to bless 
the city’. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury will be preaching at 
the Beacon Event hosted by Carla Harding of 24-7 
Prayer and Bishop David at the cathedral on 
Pentecost Sunday, 4 June, 7–8.30 pm. We are 
invited to attend to worship Jesus, be empowered 
by the Holy Spirit and pray that others will come to 
know God. The event will also commission new 
community engagement and mission initiatives. 
Free tickets are required (standing only in the 
cathedral, but you can bring your own seating to 
the Inner Close, which has an audio-visual link). 
Order from www.eventbrite.co.uk. 
 
Fashion Show fund-raiser  You are invited to a 25th 
anniversary Fashion Show with auction at 
Winchester City Mill on Thurs 8 June, 7.30 pm. The 
Clothes Line and City Bridge Traders are raising 
money for Syrian orphans and to help save the City 
Mill. Tickets, including a glass of bubbly and 
nibbles, £20. Further details from Ali Galvin, 07734 
458773, aligalvin@me.com. 
 
Children’s Society Silent Auction in the garden of 
Wolvesey Palace on Fri 9 June, 6.30–8 pm – an 
engaging evening in delightful surroundings. If you 
plan to go, please contact Janet Dawson, 853996, 
janet.dawson2005@hotmail.co.uk. £5 entry, with 
refreshments. Lots include a week in a château 
near La Rochelle, a day’s rough fly fishing in 
Hampshire, six bottles of Armagnac wine, dinner 
for two at Hotel du Vin and many more, to suit all 
pockets and tastes. 
 

Bach recital for solo violin  The distinguished 
violinist Lucy Russell will be performing Bach’s 
Partitas 1 & 2 at St Paul’s on Sat 10 June, 7–8 pm. 
Lucy has led the Fitzwilliam Quartet since 1995, is a 
professor at the Royal College of Music and has 
given masterclasses worldwide. She has recorded 
extensively for Decca, Linn and Divine Arts. 
 
St Paul’s @ 4  Special family service at 4 pm at St 
Paul’s on Sun 18 June with the theme ‘Feeding the 
5,000’; story, craft activities, action songs, prayers 
and refreshments afterwards. 
 
Caring for God’s Creation  Free workshop at Old 
Alresford Place on Tues 20 June, 7–9 pm, to help 
parishes engaging with Eco Church and caring for 
God’s creation. To find out more, please contact 
Gordon Randall, Diocesan Stewardship Adviser, 
737323, Gordon.Randall@winchester.anglican.org. 
 
Mini-matinée and concert  On Sat 
24 June Winchester Chamber 
Orchestra return to St Paul’s with 
their Summer Charity Concert in aid 
of SERV Wessex, a voluntary 
organisation providing out-of-hours blood 
transport to the NHS. Programme includes Haydn, 
Mozart and Dvořák; tickets £9 (£7.20 concessions). 
The short, informal afternoon performance (£2) is 
ideal for children thinking of learning an 
instrument. Tickets available on the door or (with 
booking charge) via www.wegottickets.com. 

Coming up 

Volunteer leader needed 
for toddler group 

We are very grateful to Jan Falkingham, who 
has worked with our toddler group for over five 
years but feels it is time to hand over to 
someone else for September 2017. 

Toddler group runs 9.30–11.30 every Thursday 
during term time. It needs at least two adults 
for it to run well. They set out the room, 
provide some simple refreshments, play with 
the children, chat to the adults, tell a story, 
possibly do some craft work and lead singing 
games at the end. It could be a team effort. 

If you are interested and would like to know 
more, please contact Mary Copping, 07921 
886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. Jan 
would be happy to welcome people on 
Thursday mornings who might want to see the 
group in action; please also contact Mary to 
arrange this. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
The Olive Branch is one of the charities we support 

regularly. We’ve invited two of its clinical directors to 
explain why it started and what it offers the community 

 
Beginnings 

The Olive Branch Christian 
Counselling Service has been 
operating in Winchester 
since 1997. Its origins were 
in a concern shared by a 
small group of friends from 
across the churches in 

Winchester about the lack of sufficient NHS 
counselling available and the cost of private 
counselling in the area. 

Since modest beginnings in a shared office in the 
then Winchester Centre, it has grown to be the 
most-used counselling service in this part of 
Hampshire. My involvement began when I retired 
to Winchester after writing and teaching 
counselling courses in universities in the South 
West and was approached to be the Clinical 
Director. 

It took time to develop a good professional 
reputation, but once it was established the local 
GPs and other health professionals were glad to 
access a reliable counselling service. When I retired 
from the role of Director in 2011 we were still 
based in the Winchester Centre, with four 
counselling rooms available in the daytime and 
access to five more in the evenings. With over 50 
voluntary counsellors we were providing in excess 
of 4,000 counselling sessions a year. 

With client donations (the service has never 
required a fee), occasional grants and gifts from 
Christian friends and churches, we could meet our 
costs. But then the effects of the recession began 
to bite and Winchester City Council decided to look 
for a bigger rent from elsewhere. This meant that if 
Olive Branch was to continue it needed to find a 
new home. 

Jenny Rolph 

The Olive Branch now 

I took the job of Clinical Director for the Olive 
Branch Christian Counselling Service in 2014 but 
had been involved for a while before that. In 2007 I 
had joined as a counsellor appointed by Jenny, and 

I was part of the executive committee when we 
moved to new premises in St Clement Street. 

The responsibility of having a building of our own 
has been a financial and logistical challenge, and 
we are hugely grateful for all the support we have 
had over the years. This building has enabled the 
Olive Branch to continue to offer counselling to the 
people of Winchester and the area. We have six 
counselling rooms and a meeting room and office 
space. 

In 2015 we won a lottery grant to replace all our 
furniture, and we are looking forward this year to 
redecorating the whole building. In 2016 we were 
able to let some rooms to Winchester Samaritans 
while their building was being refurbished, which 
was a very smooth partnership. 

 

A confidential, compassionate and 
ethical service 

 

We currently have 50 counsellors, and sessions are 
available every day and evening of the week. There 
is a team of 10 counselling supervisors so that the 
counsellors can be well supported and encouraged 
to deliver a confidential, compassionate and ethical 
service. We aim to offer each of our clients a 
confidential, safe space to work through their 
issues. 

So far this year we have delivered an average of 72 
counselling sessions per week, and we are working 
with over 100 clients. In these days when there is 
so much publicity about the numbers of people 
living with mental health issues we are proud to be 
able to deliver this service. We work to keep our 
waiting times as short as possible, and we are able 
to give the opportunity for open-ended counselling 
so that each client can have choice about how long 
they need to continue. 

It seems that the need is as great now as it was in 
1997 and, while it would be good if that were not 
the case, I cannot see it changing. Therefore I 
sincerely hope that the Olive Branch will be around 
for the next 20 years. 

Ruth Mackintosh
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Beyond Ourselves 
 

Paraphrased extracts of letters 
with updates from the charities 
we support. 

Church Urban Fund  How your 
gift can help turn a life round: 

Steve had been his dad’s carer and he became 
homeless when his dad died. Living on the streets 
for five years, he survived by begging and getting 
handouts from churches. Eventually he was 
referred to a church-based project supported by us. 
He wrote, ‘They helped me back on my feet, got me 
healthy again, with a proper bed and meals every 
day, people around you who care about you and 
good community – it’s been brilliant!’ He is now out 
of the hostel and living in shared accommodation, 
working towards having his own home. 

We operate in a variety of ways: through food 
banks, holiday clubs for children, with those in 
financial distress and bringing ethnically diverse 
communities together. 

Leprosy Mission  The money you sent will change 
lives by helping heal the disease, preventing or 
minimising physical disabilities and giving hope for 
the future by rebuilding the self-worth and dignity 
of those affected. Examples of this include: 
transformative surgery, enabling a person to walk 
again or hold their child’s hand for the first time; 
providing shelter, safety and warmth for the 
homeless and disabled; and offering opportunities 
to learn a trade for a young person who has been 
thrown out of school because a parent has leprosy. 
Those suffering from leprosy are 
often the poorest of the poor, the 
most rejected and unloved. 
Through us you ‘were there’, 
following the example of Jesus. 

United Society Partners in the Gospel  Half of the 
money you sent us will be used towards our Rapid 
Response Fund, SUDRA (the relief and 
development arm of the Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan and Sudan), which reaches out to 
communities in South Sudan with emergency aid. 
Five million people are in desperate need due to 
drought and the security situation arising from 
political conflict there. 

The remaining money will be used towards our 
global work with churches across the Anglican 
Communion. One initiative we support is the 
Anglican Togetherness Group in Jamaica, which 
brings together the ‘little efforts’ of many churches 
so they can achieve more collectively – e.g. a 
homework and learning centre for students and a 
peace-building course. 

Bible Society  Your church’s donation will go where 
it’s needed most, opening the Bible’s powerful 
story for people of all ages, from all backgrounds 
and of all faiths and none. It will help offer the Bible 
to people everywhere through: Bible apps, via 
audio devices like the 
Proclaimer; theatre and art; 
new translations; and 
working in the media to 
ensure the Bible is discussed 
regularly and positively. 

In thousands of schools in the UK children are 
hearing the Bible. Volunteers from local churches 
go into schools, dress up, act out and retell the 
stories. Comments from the children include: ‘I 
haven’t heard most of these stories before – so I’m 
hearing them for the first time at Open the Book 
assemblies. The volunteers act it out to show what 
happened in the story. It helps me understand it 
much better.’ ‘When you act out the Bible, it 
splashes a little bit more colour on it. The Bible 
doesn’t seem as boring, or black and white.’ 

City Centre Chaplaincy  Over the past year the 
team of volunteer chaplains has grown to 13, 
drawn from eight different churches. We have 
established a team of four chaplains to serve the 
courts, an initiative that has been well received. 

Street Pastors  Gifts such as yours are our life 
blood. 

Church Mission Society  Your support is enabling 
our people in mission to share the love of Christ 
across countries and cultures, bringing hope to the 
communities they serve. 

For further details about charities we support, visit our 
website, click on Parish Activities, Beyond Ourselves, 
the charity’s name highlighted in blue, and this will 
take you to their website. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

Christian Aid Week prayer 
from 1958 

O Holy Spirit of love 
Quicken our imaginations 

That we may feel more deeply 
For the needs of others 

And put ourselves in their place. 
Give us hearts of self-forgetting compassion 

Which will move us to give 
From that which you have given us, 

And to be good neighbours to those both near and far, 
For the sake of him who taught us 

That it is more blessed to give than receive, 
Even Jesus our Lord, Amen. 
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Trinity 
/'trɪnətɪ/ noun (Latin: trīnitās, lit. ‘triad’, from trīnus, 
‘threefold’) the unity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit as 

three persons in one godhead in Christian belief 

Traditional symbols 
Expressing equality, unity and eternity 

 

 
 
 
Equilateral triangle  
     Trefoil 
 
 
 
 
Borromean rings 
     Triquetra 

Become an integral part 
In the church’s year Trinity is a season – the 
time of the ongoing life of the church. It 
stretches through the summer, into the 
autumn right up until Advent. The liturgical 
colour is green. 

In his book The Divine Dance, Richard Rohr 
helps us to experience the Trinity as something 
active and personal rather than static and 
distant. 

Using the famous icon by Andrei Rublev as an 
aid, he encourages us to engage with the 
Trinity as something that we are invited to 
become an integral part of. 

He points out that in the centre of the icon at 
the foot of two of the angels is a space into 
which we are encouraged to bring ourselves, 
thus being drawn into the fullness of God as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, around the table. 

Imagine this open space with a mirror placed in 
it, in which we see our own reflection – the real 
us, as part of the reality that we call God. 

All this means that the word Trinity is actually 
far more a verb than a noun. The Trinity is 
something dynamic and living which we are 
caught up in and embraced by. We become 
part of the life of God in all God longs for, in us 
and for his world. 

The mystery of the Trinity 
 God eternally exists as three persons, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 each person is fully God 
 there is one God 

O Eternal Trinity 
From a prayer of St Catherine of Sienna 

Eternal Trinity, Godhead, mystery deep as the 
sea, you could give me no greater gift than the 
gift of yourself. For you are a fire ever burning 
and never consumed, which itself consumes  
all the selfish love that fills my being. Yes,  
you are a fire that takes away the coldness, 
illuminates the mind with its light and causes 
me to know your truth. By this light, reflected 
as it were in a mirror, I recognise that you  
are the highest good, one we can neither 
comprehend nor fathom. And I know that  
you are beauty and wisdom itself. 
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Faith at work 
Representing the UK overseas 

 
‘An ambassador is an honest man sent 
abroad to lie for the good of his 
country.’ This famous quip of Sir Henry 
Wotton, faithful servant of James I and 
a fine Anglican Christian, captures 
something of the moral ambiguity of 
diplomatic work – the need sometimes 
to put the narrow interests of one’s 
government ahead of the dictates of 
one’s conscience. We are told the king was not 
entirely amused when he got to hear it. 

For over 30 years I worked as an official of Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic Service. During that time I 
always considered myself a reasonably faithful 
member of the Anglican Church, though with David 
Cameron I would have to say that, like the 
reception of the BBC World Service, my faith and 
the practice of it tended to come and go in 
intensity. 

Most of the time the service of HM Government, at 
home and overseas, puts no great strain on one’s 
conscience. But one exception to this came during 
the Iraq crisis of 2002. At that point I was Director 
for the Americas in the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office in London. Along with many of my colleagues 
I was aghast at the prospect that the UK might join 
an invasion of Iraq without the legal authorisation 
of the United Nations. I well remember a meeting 
of senior officials at which I pointed out that it was 
perfectly possible to delay the invasion in the hope 
of getting UN support. The embarrassed silence 
that followed showed that No. 10 had already 
decided to follow the Americans willy-nilly, and 
regardless of the rights and wrongs. One or two of 
my colleagues resigned at this contempt for their 
considered advice. 

Looking back, I can see three areas where one’s 
Christian faith can impinge on life and work as a 
Diplomatic Service officer. 

The first is when British national interests as 
defined by the government require us to do 
business with unsavoury regimes or kow-tow to 
tyrants. An obvious example of this is the contrast 
between our attitude towards Assad in Syria, 
where we have encouraged his removal, and the 
regime in Saudi Arabia – in its way almost as 
obscurantist and repressive – where the prospects 
of commercial gain prevent us from expressing the 
distaste we would normally feel. 

The other two areas are more personal. Diplomats 
are not as grand as they used to be. Even so, 

ambassadors still live in a style far 
removed from that of the people they 
dwell among. My household in Chile 
comprised a housekeeper, a butler, a 
footman, a cook, a housemaid, a 
kitchen maid, a chauffeur and two 
gardeners ... not to mention the seven 
security guards who relayed each other 
at the residence gate. This almost 

Downtonian establishment was justified by the 
volume of events that took place in the residence – 
receptions, dinners, product launches, lectures, 
garden parties, etc. – but even so, the contrast with 
the poor people at our gates could be 
uncomfortable. 

 

One seeks to ease one’s conscience 
through good works ... 

there was a modest fund that 
could be used to alleviate poverty, 

disease and unemployment 
through small projects 

 

One seeks to ease one’s conscience through good 
works. In addition to the UK’s official aid 
programme (not my responsibility), there was a 
modest fund that could be used to alleviate 
poverty, disease and unemployment through small 
projects. Angie, thanks in part to her mastery of 
Spanish and French, was elected Chair of the 
diplomatic wives group in Caracas, the damas 
diplomáticas. She cajoled and co-ordinated 
volunteers from the more than 80 diplomatic 
missions into undertaking impressive fund-raising 
initiatives that made a real impact in the poorer 
districts of Venezuela. 

Thirdly, public worship has always been important 
to me in a way that it was not to most of my 
colleagues. In all the countries in which I served – 
Spain, Turkey, Mexico, France, Venezuela and Chile 
– I tried to seek out and support a local Anglican 
church. The experience was, let us say, variable. 
But perhaps that merits a separate article. 

Dick Wilkinson 

 

 

Please be in touch if you’d like to contribute an 
article to this series: peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
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Faith development 
Propelled into the world 

Tom Simpson continues his series  
on getting ready for ministry 

 

When the Church of England sends someone to 
train for ordination, their time at college is a bit like 
a centrifuge. The whole point of going there is to be 
propelled outwards and into the world. Although 
there is some merit is learning about God in a 
cocoon, keeping the information to ourselves so 
that our own faith is deepened, the true value of 
theological education is being able to take this 
knowledge with which we’ve been entrusted and 
bring it to the rest of the world. 

 

The true value of theological education 
is being able to take this knowledge 

with which we’ve been entrusted  
and bring it to the rest of the world 

 

It’s the task that the disciples were entrusted with 
when Jesus commissioned them in Acts 1. He told 
them that they were his ‘witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth’. In the 
same way, I and others like me 
will be tasked to take the good 
news about Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, and what that 
means for the rest of the 
world, first to the churches in 
which we’ve been called to 
serve, then to those outside 
the church, and onwards to 
the rest of England and 
beyond. 

The whole point of the 
Christian message is that it is 
good news for the entire 
world. By belief in Jesus as the 
way to God, all people – not 
just the Jews of the Old Testament – can come to 
worship God and enjoy a repaired relationship  
with him. 

Gemma and I, Daniel and Benjamin (our newest 
member of the family, born end of April) will be 
heading back to the diocese that sent us to train 
(Exeter), where I will be appointed curate of the 

benefice of Fremington, Instow and Westleigh 
(don’t worry, I hadn’t heard of it either; it’s just 
outside Barnstaple on the North Devon coast). I will 
be training under a vicar who has been in the 
parish for a while and, I hope, will still be there 
after I finish. The system of curacy is great because 
it gives us experience of helping to lead a church 
while still having someone there to make sure we 
don’t make a total mess of it all! 

However, moving down is not without its 
challenges. We don’t know many people in the 
church and nor do we know the area we’re moving 
to. There are new relationships to form as well as 
learning how to live in a new area, with everything 
from finding the nearest supermarket and doctor’s 
surgery to understanding the dynamics of how this 
particular community works. 

My peers are being scattered widely, from the 
Wirral to the ends of the earth (be that Kenya or 
Singapore), and no two communities are the same. 
Their cultural expectations are different, so we 

need time to settle in and see 
how they function. But while 
each community is different, 
we can be encouraged that our 
job is the same wherever we 
are: we preach Jesus Christ 
crucified and raised again, in 
different ways and languages, 
as Christians have done since 
the apostles. 

We’re heading to a rural village 
that is more isolated than 
anywhere we’ve lived before. 
My hunch is that we have a 
significant learning curve to 
come. But this was precisely 
the point of our training – to 
know God well enough to 

introduce him in any and every situation. 

Please do pray for us and the all curates being 
ordained this summer. Pray that we will be faithful 
in proclaiming the good news about Jesus clearly, 
and that we will bring glory to God as we start 
ministering to the churches in England and  
far beyond. 
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‘Carnival’ celebrations 
There was fun and games for children, grandparents and 

everyone in between at St Paul’s Community Day on 6 May 
 

As people prepared to welcome the 
community there was great 
excitement. Lots of meetings and 
preparation had gone before, and now 
it was time to open the gates (well, the 
church drive). 

People setting out the cakes and jams 
for the cake stall – do you think we’ve got enough? 

Bottle tombola – no, sorry, you’re not old enough 
to win a bottle of beer; have this squash instead. 

Bric-a-brac – what a noise as the metal grille fell for 
the third time! Everyone alright? Yes. Much 
laughter. 

People browsing through the books – lots to read 
here, can’t decide what to choose. 

Ah, plants for sale – I want some more for my 
garden. I need to pay, but I can’t see anyone 
behind the great green bushes on the table. 

Lots of children in the rooms having their faces 
painted and tattoos applied, and making masks. 
Peter, you have to have your face painted – not 
sure if he looked funny or scary. No, Peter, don’t 
have a tattoo on your forehead – it won’t come off 
easily and you’ll look weird tomorrow as you lead 
the service. 

 

‘It was a fabulous day – shame we couldn’t 
just carry on into the evening! So many 
people from the parish worked to make it a 
success – a fantastic team effort.’ – Lauren 
Thompson, organiser 

 

Lots of animals outside to brush and stroke, and 
look at the cute little calf. Those turkeys, aren’t 
they strange and don’t they make a funny noise? 

Scouts setting up a strong tightrope – which all the 
little ones wanted to try. Yes, all was safe as they 
were helped across. 

Children from Western singing and playing their 
stringed instruments – so professional, 
such talent. 

The pre-school children singing and doing 
actions – so sweet, bringing a tear to 
the eye. 

Lots of delicious sandwiches and cakes 
to enjoy from the café as we sit and 
listen to the children and watch the 
Florian dancers. 

People sitting outside enjoying the 
music of the barbershop trio and the 
guitarist, eating burgers and hot dogs, 

or a massive ball of candyfloss, or ice cream. The 
sun shining on them as they sat. 

 

‘The church is the biggest public meeting 
space in this part of Winchester and it’s 
wonderful to be able to bring so many 
people together to celebrate our local 
community.’ – Peter Seal, rector 

 

Circus tricks – can you balance a plate on a stick, or 
balance yourself on those stilts? 

The raffle – with some wonderful prizes and lots of 
happiness as people come forward to claim their 
prize. 

People flowing in all day – over 900 – and enjoying 
the Carnival atmosphere. Children crying because 
they don’t want to go home. 

What a wonderful time was had by all ... and now 
to get the church ready for the service tomorrow 
morning! 

Mary Copping 

Thank you 
An enormous thank you to all the companies and 
individuals who sponsored the event, donated 
prizes for the raffle and gave plants to be sold. 
Charters made a generous contribution to our 
Building for Life fund and paid for the publicity 
materials. 

We’re also very grateful to the following 
organisations: Aldi, Brambridge Garden Centre, 
Cake Craze, Closs & Hamblin (C & H), Dinghams, 

Fulflood Gallery and Framing, Homebase, 
Leaf & Bean Café, Little Kitchen Company, 
Pi Woodfired, Roebuck Inn, Sparsholt 
College, Sparx Beauty, St Paul’s Pre-school 
and Winchester Golf Academy.
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Faith development: book review 
Christopher de Hamel, 

Meetings with Remarkable Manuscripts 
 
Anyone with time and a travel budget can 
get to see the great works of art in our 
museums, or our architecture through the 
centuries. But unless you are a specialist 
scholar, the world of priceless medieval 
illuminated manuscripts is literally a closed 
book to the rest of us – they are inaccessible, 
often not on public exhibition, and certainly 
cannot be handled. 

This is an astonishing book where the author 
– Librarian of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
and a world authority on illuminated manuscripts – 
invites us into a series of intimate conversations 
with 12 of the most famous manuscripts in western 
history. They range from the Gospels of St 
Augustine, reputedly sent to England by Pope 
Gregory the Great following Augustine’s mission to 
England in 597, to such treasures as medieval 
Books of Hours. The gorgeous illustrations in the 
latter – most often of the Annunciation and 
Crucifixion – were intended as aids to 
contemplation and prayer. 

Perhaps the most famous medieval book of any 
kind is the Book of Kells, the iconic symbol of Irish 
culture. Christopher de Hamel describes the 
security arrangements around inspecting it as being 
necessarily as complex as the presidential 
protection undertaken by the security services of a 
great nation! 

In a learned but very funny way the author 
explores what each manuscript tells us about 
more than a thousand years of history. 
Tracing the elaborate journeys that these 
priceless artefacts have made, he describes 
how they have been copied, who has owned 
them or lusted after them, how they have 
been embroiled in politics and disputes, and 
how they have been regarded as objects of 
supreme beauty and luxury. 

Just like people, these medieval manuscripts have 
biographies of their own, and just like a detective 
the author has unpicked their stories – often 
dramatic, with a cast of medieval saints and kings 
who have owned them. Some were seized by Nazi 
Germany and held in secret hiding places. Often 
truth is stranger than fiction as we learn of the 
astonishing stories of these illuminated treasures. 

It is a story of how faith has been transmitted and 
communicated through the ages, but the book also 
touches upon art, literature, music and the history 
of taste and fashion. Meetings with Remarkable 
Manuscripts is gorgeously and copiously illustrated. 
This a work of tremendous scholarship, but worn 
lightly. It invites us into a world that few other than 
specialist curators and archivists have penetrated – 
‘the intellectual expedition of a lifetime’ (Neil 
MacGregor). Highly recommended. 640 pp. 

Stephen Adam 

Challenge us, good Lord 
Challenge us, good Lord, 

across the frontiers of the world, 
through the voices of strangers, 

through the things we do not always like to hear or do, 
through the lives of people of other faiths and cultures, 

in the simplicity of children, 
the questioning of young people, 

the wisdom of the old. 
Make us a pilgrim people, Lord, 

and give us courage to take the leaps of faith you ask of us today. 

For the duties that await us, we ask your strength and skill, 
for the things that puzzle us, we ask your patience, 

for the tasks that have become tedious, we ask your gift of perseverance. 
Let us remember all this day that people matter more than things, 

that monetary reward matters less than honest service, 
that faith, hope and love are the lasting things, 

and the greatest of these is love. 
Amen. 

Nan Deedes 
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From the wider Christian community 
Reflection by Peter Millar, former Warden of Iona Abbey 

 
Enlarging our compassion 
Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, to 
all the people you can, as long as ever you can – 
attributed to John Wesley 

We know that at the present time many feel 
discouraged as they look at the world. Around us 
we see a narrowing of vision. Here in the UK we are 
leaving the European Union at the very moment 
when I believe we need to remain in it, despite its 
failures. The narrowing of vision has many 
dimensions within it – many of which truly 
impoverish our humanity. Yet it is also true that 
across the world, millions are rejecting this view of 
life. People of all ages are speaking out and offering 
a different understanding of what it means to live 
in a globalised world. Millions know in their hearts 
that we belong together on this small planet. 

For many of us it is a time to enlarge our 
compassion and to act quietly but confidently in 
the conviction that God’s goodness at the heart of 
humanity is planted more deeply than all that is 
wrong. John Wesley’s words, written generations 
ago, are not out of date. Far from it. They invite us 
to joyful living which is neither static nor interested 
only in its own self-sustaining. 

In this reflection I include 
the words of others 
which encourage us to 
move into a deeper 
compassion for the 
world. It would be good 
if you could send some of 
these words to friends 
who feel depressed by 
the present global 
narrowing of awareness. 
We all share a common 
heartbeat, and even if we do not 
have a religious belief we can reach out to others 
across the social and cultural barriers that divide 
us. It is also important that we keep reminding  
our politicians, both local and national, of a wider 
world view. 

From Oscar Romero: ‘Yesterday, when a journalist 
asked me where I found inspiration for my work 
and my commitment to lasting and radical justice, I 
told him: “Your question is very timely, for just now 
I have come from a time of quiet retreat. If it were 

not for this time of reflection in which I try to keep 
united with God, I would be no more than what 
Saint Paul calls clanging metal”.’ 

This was written on 2 March 1980 by Archbishop 
Oscar Romero of El Salvador, who constantly 
championed the oppressed. Three weeks later – on 
26 March – Romero was assassinated as he 
preached in his own cathedral. He had become too 
much of a threat to the El Salvador government of 
that time. He remains an inspiration for millions. 

From the writer John O’Donohue, ‘The Inner 
History of a Day’: 

We seldom notice how each day is a holy place 
where the eucharist of the ordinary happens, 
transforming our broken fragments 
into an eternal continuity that keeps us. 

Somewhere in us a dignity presides 
that is more gracious than the smallness 
that fuels us with fear and force, 
a dignity that trusts the form a day takes. 

So at the end of this day, we give thanks 
for being betrothed to the unknown 
and for the secret work 
through which the mind of the day 
and wisdom of the soul become one. 

From George Bernard 
Shaw: ‘Life is no brief 
candle to me. It is a sort 
of splendid torch which I 
have got hold of for the 
moment, and I want to 
make it burn as brightly 
as possible before 
handing it on to future 
generations.’ 

From the activist Jim 
Cotter, Waymarks: Cairns 

for a Journey: ‘Ask yourself whether or not you are 
a peacemaker in the politics of the everyday, in 
family and community, at the heart of conflicts less 
dramatic than those of the headlines, but on a 
continuum of human distress and dislocation. 
When enough of us work gently, consistently, 
persistently at the making of peace, we may reach 
“critical mass”. We may be helping forward a 
mutation in the corporate consciousness of 
humankind.’ 

 

  

Millions know in their hearts that we 
belong together on this small planet. 
For many of us it is a time to enlarge 
our compassion and to act quietly but 
confidently in the conviction that God’s 
goodness at the heart of humanity  
is planted more deeply than all that  
is wrong. 
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Pico Players 
We are really thrilled that 
we raised £1,769 at the 
Pico Players workshop and 
concert in the spring. We’ll 
be writing the church a 

cheque for £707.60 as a thank you for all that you 
have done for the pre-school over the year, and for 
your support over the previous years too. 

The remaining joint 20% of the takings totals 
£353.80, and we hope very much that this will 
cover the creation of something for the community 
and pre-school to enjoy in the meadow. More on 
this anon! 

Thank you again for all your support. 

Laura Broadhurst, Co-chair, 
and all the pre-school staff and committee 

Regular giving 
Recently I needed more weekly giving envelopes 
and was surprised to receive THREE years’ supply! 
When I queried this I was told that hardly anyone 
used them, and I then realised that no mention of 
them was made. So newer members of the church 
probably did not know about them. 

I subsequently spoke to one person who confirmed 
that they didn’t know about them and thought they 
would be useful even though they didn’t pay tax, as 
they could get their donation ready at a convenient 
time and not have to delve into their pocket/purse 
during the service. 

I use envelopes because I’m lucky enough to have 
two pensions, one of which is paid into my bank. I 
donate from it by standing order. The other is paid 
through the Post Office and I use envelopes to 
ensure that it is also gift aided. 

The use of envelopes means that (a) I ensure I am 
paying even when I’m unable to get to church and 
can put several envelopes in when holiday or illness 
ends, and – I think more importantly – (b) they 
mean that I consider my church giving every week, 
whereas the standing order means that I can 
‘forget about it’. That’s useful for busy people, I 
know, but perhaps a way of ‘switching off’ or 
treating my giving to the church in the same way as 
Council Tax, water, gas, electricity, telephone, etc. 

Also – and somewhat facetiously – when asked if I 
can consider increasing my gift, I have a choice of a 
little extra 12 times a year or a smaller amount 52 
times each year! 

Finally, it would be nice not to stand out as perhaps 
the only user of blue envelopes!! 

Janet Bird 

As a PS to Janet’s contribution, our Treasurer 
reports that the Stewardship Renewal earlier this 
year has so far led to two new regular givers and an 
increased sum from 11 people who were already 
committed to giving in this way. The PCC are most 
grateful, and Peter has written thank you letters. 

Wanted – grand piano! 
If you know of anyone who might be downsizing or 
who no longer needs/wants their grand piano, 
please point them in the direction of St Paul’s. Our 
current piano is on its last legs, and sometimes 
grand pianos do need new homes ... If you can 
help, please contact Ali Galvin, 07734458773, 
aligalvin@me.com. 

Solution to May ‘Bible books’ 
puzzle 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by 
a gentleman in an aeroplane seat pocket, on a 
flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him 
occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he 
passed it on to some friends. One friend from 
Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john 
boat. Another friend studied it while playing his 
banjo; Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so 
intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly 
newspaper column. Another friend judges the job 
of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup 
of tea to help her nerves. There will be some 
names that are really easy to spot. That’s a fact. 
Some people, however, will soon find themselves 
in a jam, especially since the book names are not 
necessarily capitalised. Truthfully, from answers 
we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a 
minister or a scholar to see some of them at the 
worst. Research has shown that something in our 
genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in 
seeing the books in this paragraph. During a 
recent fund-raising event, which featured this 
puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a 
new record. The local paper, the Chronicle, 
surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this 
puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever 
seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, ‘The 
books are all right here in plain view, hidden from 
sight’. Those able to find all of them will hear 
great lamentations from those who have to be 
shown. One revelation that may help is that books 
like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their 
numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation and 
spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper 
attitude will help you compete really well against 
those who claim to know the answers. 
Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus – 
there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking 
somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. 
God bless! 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Scramblers (pre-school age)  In one session the 
children talked about the road to Emmaus, with 
puppets and actions to help them to understand. 
Another Sunday they had bricks and pathways set 
out in the meadow and they walked these 
together. 

The Scramblers team get together each term to 
plan and talk through sessions for the next one. 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–5)  
There has been a good group of helpers leading 
sessions in the hall since Abbie Edwards, our 
children’s assistant, left. 

In one session they did handprints and cut out 
letters to spell peace. They painted them and 
talked about Jesus saying to the disciples, ‘Peace be 
with you’, and what that meant. In another session 
they talked about the Christian journey and set up 
a prayer walk in the hall. 

Destination (Years 6–8)  The numbers have 
remained steady and the young people have 
enjoyed the group. We were very sorry that 
Charlotte Wilde, our children’s assistant, had to 
leave us on 21 May as she took a job in Essex. We 
are advertising for a new assistant at the local 
universities and colleges (please see the 
advertisement below). Meanwhile, adults on the 
children’s work team are helping to lead this group. 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  Some of these 
teenagers have decided to stay in church services, 
as they have reached 17 or 18. The younger ones in 
the group have been coming regularly. Many 
members came to ASK Pizza for Lauren Thompson’s 
farewell do. She was with us for three years and 
made some good relationships with the young 
people, but now she has moved back to be with her 
family. Until we recruit a new assistant, members 
of the congregation will be taking individual 
sessions, using the ROOTS resources in liaison with 
Mary Copping. All this will be with the appropriate 
DBS checks, of course. 

Meditation  This continues with all the groups. 
Kathleen Freeman and Harriet Hide have led the 
initial sessions so that volunteers can learn how it is 
done. The children seem to be responding well to 
this quiet prayer at the beginning of their sessions. 

Children’s zone at the Community Day  There was 
face painting, tattoos, colouring, a quiz and clay. 
Lots of adults helped as well as some young people. 
Many children and families came to enjoy the 
activities in the rooms, and some with babies and 
toddlers enjoyed sitting near the ball pool and toys 
while their little ones played. 

The children and young people enjoy being part of 
the service when processing with candles and 
banners, doing the reading and saying prayers. We 
are blessed to have so many children and young 
people and continue to involve and engage them in 
the church community in many and varied ways. 

Mary Copping

  

Youth Work Assistant 
Role: To plan informal sessions and lead a 
group of young people aged 13 and upwards at 
St Paul’s 

All sessions will be on a Christian theme and 
include prayer, a Bible story, activity, game and 
discussion based on the ROOTS resources, 
which provide ideas for each Sunday 

Hours: Sunday 9–11.30 am, plus 1 hour 
preparation time and occasional meetings 

Pay: £7.50–£8.50 per hour 

Attributes: there is a Genuine Occupational 
Requirement for the post-holder to be a 
Christian, aged 18+, a good communicator, 
good at working in a team, creative in engaging 
young people in the Christian faith (DBS check 
needed for successful applicant) 

Contact: Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Child-friendly services 
St Paul’s @ 4, an informal family service, 
happens at St Paul’s every 3rd Sunday  
at 4 pm, with a committed group of volunteers. 
It often attracts  
families who don’t  
come on Sunday 
mornings, as well  
as those who do. 

 

 

Our next one is on 18 
June and the theme 

is ‘The feeding of the 
5,000’. Do invite 

families you know. 
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Winchester Street Pastors update 
 

I must begin by thanking 
you for all the support you 
have given us in the past. 
But we currently have no 
volunteers from either St 
Matthew’s or St Paul’s. I 
hope we may between us 

be able to do something about this. We depend on 
Winchester’s church leaders and congregations for 
our volunteers, and without their support we 
would not be in business at all. 

A brand new video, made by three third-year 
students of Media Production, is at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxkxESt3PwY, 
if you have 3 mins 20 secs to watch it! It would be 
wonderful if you can find time to view it before the 
holiday season strikes in mid-July, as this would 
give the summer to be thinking about joining us in 
time for our next training course, starting in mid-
September. 

Mark Hibbert-Hingston, 07740 288654 
Co-ordinator, Winchester Street Pastors 

Where we are today: 

 six years of regular Friday and Saturday night 
patrols, 10 pm–3 am 

 over 600 nights covered 
 82 volunteers from 15 churches participating 
 eight late-night and two (summer only) early 

evening teams 
 goal: each team six street pastors and two 

prayer pastors 
 each volunteer does only one night per month 
 well respected by police, managers, door staff 

and punters alike 

 

 
The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 

 
Following our conducted tour of 
the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens on 
Saturday 3 June, the next 
Friends event will be a coach 
trip to the Mary Rose exhibition 
at the Portsmouth Historic 

Dockyard on Saturday 22 July. Travelling in a group 
like this has the advantage of avoiding any queuing 
at the entrance. We will leave St Paul’s at 9.30 am, 
and places need to be pre-booked by Friday 23 
June. Ticket prices, including entrance and coach 
fare, are: seniors (60+) £25, adults £27, juniors (5–
15) £22. Please order your tickets from Katy Palacio 
in the Parish Office, 844878, 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

In early spring the Friends committee conducted a 
recruitment drive within the parish. We now have a 
total of 84 members and are happy to welcome the 
following newcomers in 2017: Catherine Baker, 

Andrew Beadle, Marian 
Beadle, Christine Bennett, 
Neil Bennett, Brian Bush, 
Claire Bush, Susan Caldecott, 
Olive Coates, Cheryl Davis, 
Jean Garabette, Noel 
Hartley, Veronica Hartley, Gillian Hill, Kevin Hill, 
Mrs Moody, Brenda Pomeroy, John Roberts, Pat 
Robinson, David Sommerville, Di Sommerville, 
Christine Veal and Mr & Mrs Warwick. 

After the hugely successful Evening with Alan 
Titchmarsh in March, and with the increase in 
membership subscriptions, the committee has 
been able to pass on the magnificent sum of £2,500 
to the PCC for the Building for Life fund at St Paul’s. 

For further information on Friends activities please 
contact Geoffrey Burnaby, 865432, 
birchmore1@talktalk.net. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org or send 
them to him at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. 
(Final editorial choice rests with him, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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Some thoughts about a festival 
 
I have written before in these articles about the 
unexpected places where my thoughts take me, 
and this time is was to sit in a garden and consider 
the life of Eleanor of Castile, the wife of Edward I. 
She was strong, cultured and quite a lady in her 
own right. She married at 13, spending most of her 
life following her husband on his campaigns – even 
to the Crusades – and giving birth to 16 children. I 
was pleased to learn also that hers was a happy 
marriage, and to be reminded that her husband’s 
devotion led to the creation of the famous crosses 
after her death. 

All this research had been the accidental result of 
the decision to hold a flower festival at St 
Matthew’s at the beginning of June as part of 
the programme of events to celebrate the re-
opening and rededication of the church after 
its months of extensive work. Naturally, as 
the one most concerned with flowers there, I 
had a part to play. I think it would be fair to 
mention that so far this has involved things 
like steep learning curves, many visits to 
Google and a new understanding of the notion of 
the importance of travelling hopefully. 

A theme came easily: to tell the story of the church 
in three parts, from the shepherds’ church, through 
the centuries as parish church, to our looking 
Beyond Ourselves as part of the Parish of St 
Matthew with St Paul and St Anastasius. However, 
there is an interesting gap between finding a theme 
and turning it into a completed work – made even 
more of a challenge where flowers are concerned, 
for, however much planning and designing can be 
done in advance, final arrangements cannot be 
assembled until, if not the last minute, then at least 
the last few days. 

By the time you read this the festival will be 
happening and I wonder if it is apt that Helen 
Chambers’ part will be the future beyond 
ourselves, while I am so grateful to Sarah Eadie and 
Vera Edwards for coming from St Paul’s to help 
with their inspiration and ideas for the main part of 
the church. Meanwhile Gary Ruffell, the great 
organiser, has always been there, and help is 
coming from so many people in so many ways – 
from the office, to hospitality, and even to letting 
me raid their gardens. 

Which brings me to the apt part, as my place is in 
past history ... and that has brought me to Eleanor, 

her story and the garden beyond the Great 
Hall which bears her name. Around the altar I 
hope there will just be things that would have 
grown and bloomed in medieval times, as 
there are in her garden. It has been lovely to 
learn about them and what they meant to the 
people of that time, not only for their beauty 
but also for healing, domestic use and their 
symbolism. Among them, butcher’s broom I 

learned was actually used by butchers to scrub 
their blocks; thorny plants, we know, are reminders 
of Christ’s crown of thorns; and I hope that there 
was success in the polypody fern’s reputation for 
being good for those suffering from unrequited 
love. Not least, I was particularly pleased to know 
that the ivy I use so much in decorating the church, 
with bay, is a reminder of eternity. 

So for a few days our tiny church will be filled with 
flowers in honour of its past, its present and its 
reaching out for the future. People will have 
worked together, as for all the events in our parish, 
and as every day of every year its door will be open 
– anyone who comes inside will be most welcome. 

Heather Riley 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings 2017 

On 26 April 2017 the Annual Parochial Meetings for 
the year were held. Their main business is 
elections. There is also a report from the Treasurer, 
and a report from the rector on the past year. 

The following were elected as churchwardens. St 
Matthew’s: Mike Russell-Smith, Dick Wilkinson. St 
Paul’s: Chris Sharp, Sue Walker. The following were 
elected to the Deanery Synod: Mark Byford, Keith 
Jones, Chris Sharp. 

The following were elected to the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC): Helen Chambers, Stuart Dorward, 
Kathleen Freeman, Alexa Heady, Talia Hedstrom, 
Andy Kettlewell, Gary Ruffell, Nathalie Schulz, Vicky 
Scott (new member). Three people did no re-
nominate for the PCC – David Blunt, Maggie 

Brecknell and Anne Odling – and we thank them for 
their thoughtful service. 

The PCC is made up of the churchwardens, 
members of the Deanery Synod, elected members 
and Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister. Canon 
Peter Seal is the Chair and Revd Mary Copping 
attends the meetings as a non-voting member. Bill 
Lucas is a co-opted (non-attending) member of the 
PCC in his role as Mary’s line manager. 

Stuart Dorward was elected as Honorary Treasurer 
and Nathalie Schulz as Honorary Secretary. If you 
would like to see a copy of the minutes from the 
meeting please contact Nathalie Schulz 
(N.Schulz@btopenworld.com). 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Ruth Thornton, local magazine 
distribution 
ruthjthornton@googlemail.com 
861856 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
silvia_brown@madasafish.com 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 

Contact us 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 

to all the people you can, as long as ever you can 

Attributed to John Wesley 


