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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting 
monthly on Sunday evenings; please contact 
Katy Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a 
drink and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group usually on the first  
Monday of the month, 2.30 pm; please  
contact Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine 
Bennett, 852681 

 Monday homegroup please contact Chris 
Sharp, 849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly to 
study the Pilgrim course; please contact James 
Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene 
Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (5 different age-groups) plus a 
DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – 
for children and young people, whether you 
have any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm 
in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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From the rector 

 
 

Sunday services: 
November Bible readings 
5 Nov 
12 Nov 
19 Nov 
26 Nov 

Matthew 5: 1–12 [p. 344]; Revelation 7: 9–17 [p. 343]; John 11: 32–44 [p. 708] 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1–15; John 15: 11–17 
1 Thessalonians 5: 1–11; Matthew 25: 14–30 [p. 358] 
Ephesians 1: 15–23; Matthew 25: 31–46 [p. 362] 

 

Dear friends, 

In mid-October I was so pleased to be able to join the Men’s Weekend at Hilfield Franciscan Friary. 
This is now the fourth time a group of 12 men from our church community have spent time 
together there. I first went to Hilfield just after I was ordained 34 years ago! Going back feels like a 
spiritual homecoming. It’s perhaps to do with the beautiful rural setting; the worship, which is 
unfussy and grounded; and the sense that people there – whether resident or visiting – are 
connecting with something of great depth and profound human resonance. 

The most moving moment this year was during the Sunday Eucharist, at the breaking of the bread, 
when Brother Sam prayed some remarkable words (see p. 9). I’m thinking of using them as the 
basis for a sermon some time. I’d be interested to know what your response to them is. Looking 
ahead, our parish Advent Quiet Day is also a great opportunity for space and renewal. It’s on 
Saturday 2 December (details on p. 5). 

The month of November leads us into shorter daylight days and that sense of drawing in and taking 
care of ourselves, especially perhaps as seasonal bugs begin to lurk. We become acutely aware of 
the gift of homes to shelter us from the weather, of enough to eat and of so many local agencies 
that care for us in such a wide variety of ways. 

Reflecting on the fabric of our lives and the communities we’re so fortunate to live in can remind us 
once again of the importance of Remembrance Sunday. We give thanks for, and appropriately 
honour, those whose bravery and selfless giving helped provide us with the freedom and peace we 
enjoy. As we remember, we simultaneously pray for an end to violence and warfare, asking  
courage for all who work tirelessly for peace. This double theme is symbolised on our magazine 
cover, which includes white as well as red poppies. On the world stage, this year continues to be a 
significantly worrying one. Our express commitment to peace with justice is as important as ever. 
Do come and keep Remembrance Sunday in either of our churches on 12 November. Our children 
and young people, especially from the Scouting groups, are a much-valued and integral part of the 
9.30 service. 

A quick update on our Building for Life at St Paul’s. As we patiently and carefully steer our way, 
stage by stage, I keep reminding myself of what we’ve achieved at St Matthew’s. This can be a real 
encouragement, especially when I find myself thinking, ‘We just need to get on with it!’ We’re 
actually making really good progress. Lots of hard work is going on week by week. I’m so grateful to 
all who are giving of themselves to help turn our vision into a reality. Do please look at the message 
from Bill Lucas and me (p. 16) that has been in the weekly welcome sheet. Thanks again to 
everyone who is supporting and encouraging all that’s going on in whatever way; and please keep 
on praying. 

Someone told me the other day how much they are enjoying reading Mother Julian’s book, 
Revelations of Divine Love. The basic message is: we have been loved by God from before  
the beginning. 

With every good wish and prayers, 
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Wed 1–Thurs 2 (since 18 
October) 

Exhibition of drawings by 
Western Church School pupils 
St Matthew’s, 10 am–4 pm 

Wed 1 

Space in the City talk 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Thurs 2 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sat 4 

Come & sing Fauré Requiem 
St Paul’s, 2.30/6 pm 

Sun 5 

Destination/Transition cake 
sale in aid of refugees 
St Paul’s, after 9.30 service 

All Souls’ – special service to 
remember loved ones who 
died in years past 
St Paul’s, 3.30 pm 

Mon 6 

Book group 
Hillside Road, 2.30 pm 

Beyond Ourselves planning 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Tues 7 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 8 

Space in the City talk 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 9 

Deadline for December 
magazine articles 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Trinity’s 30th AGM 
Trinity Centre, 7 pm 

Sun 12 

Remembrance Sunday 

Mon 13 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Friends’ AGM 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Tues 14 

Property committee 
Parish rooms, 9 am 

Parish Visitor training and 
social 
St Paul’s Hall, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 15 

Beyond Ourselves committee 
Parish rooms, 2.30 pm 

Finance committee 
Orchard End, 7.15 pm 

Thurs 16 

Nightshelter AGM 
St Peter’s Centre, 6.45 pm 

Deanery Synod 
Venue tbc, 7.30 pm 

Sat 18 

Cello workshop performance 
St Paul’s, 4.30 pm 

Sun 19 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Taizé service 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm 

Tues 21 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 22 

Western Church School 
governors 
Western, 7 pm 

Thurs 23 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Friends of the Family AGM 
Salvation Army Hall, 2.30–4 pm 

St Matthew’s planning group 
St Matthew’s, 3 pm 

Tues 28 

Mothers’ Union Advent 
readings 
St Barnabas’, 2.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Thurs 30 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Pre-school Christmas shopping 
event 
St Paul’s, 6 pm 

Sat 2 

Advent Quiet Day 
Wisdom House, Romsey 

Sun 3 

Advent carol service 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Mon 4 

Women’s group Christmas 
supper 
Roebuck Inn, 7 for 7.30 pm 

Sat 9 

Children’s Christmas workshop 
St Paul’s, 10 am 

Sun 10 

Christingle service 
St Paul’s, 5 pm 

N O V E M B E R 

Diary dates 

D E C E M B E R 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they 
are by Richard Brockman, Vera 
Edwards, Ali Galvin, Henrietta 
Lucas, Katy Palacio, Ursula 
Payne, Gary Ruffell, Julie Sharp. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline, Jess, Henry Gaster-Evans, 
Julia Jones, Laura Liepins, Emma 
and Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, 
Sally Owens, Jean Reeder, Philip 
Scott, Ruth Scott, Laurie Sharp and 
Ruth Smith.

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Robin Bishop, Peter 
Freeman and Robert Hutchison.

 
 

 

 
The Common Good  This autumn’s 
series of ‘Space in the City’ talks 
looks at The Common Good: an idea 
whose time has come? The 
speakers are exploring how, in an 

increasingly fragmented, unequal and divided 
society, the Common Good offers a way forward in 
which everyone can play a role. The talks take place 
at the United Church, Jewry Street, on 
Wednesdays, 12.30–1 pm. There’s no entrance 
charge, but donations are welcome, and 
sandwiches are available afterwards. The final  
two talks are: 

1 November: Jenny Sinclair 
‘For our Common Good, tell each other the truth!’ 
8 November: Prof. Andrew Bradstock 
‘What does the Common Good mean for us?’ 
 
Craft workshops  It’s not too late to enrol for a 
beginners’ craft workshop at Joan Sortwell’s home 
in Stanmore. Thursdays and Saturdays, 10 am– 
1 pm, maximum five people per session, cost £8 to 
include all materials plus tea/coffee, profits to 
Building for Life. Four more are scheduled: on 2, 4, 
9 and 11 November. If you are interested, please 
contact Joan on mail@joansortwell.plus.com  
or 863847. 
 
Come and sing Fauré’s Requiem in the season of 
All Saints’ and All Souls’, and as we prepare for 
Remembrance. A Royal School of Church Music 
event at St Paul’s directed by our organist, Ian 
Rees, on Sat 4 November. Rehearsal 2.30–5 pm 
followed by refreshments and performance at  
6 pm, cost £5. Contact Ian on 07824 686147, 
ianrees212@gmail.com. 
 
Destination and Transition cake sale  The youth 
groups will be selling cakes after the 9.30 service on 
5 November. Money raised will go 
towards helping refugees. Please be 
there and support them. 
 

Trinity’s 30th AGM takes place on Thurs 9 
November at 7 pm. They will be celebrating the 
successes of their clients over the past year, and 
you are warmly invited to attend; light 
refreshments will be provided. Please contact 
sue@trinitywinchester.org.uk. 
 
Nightshelter AGM and Supporters’ Evening  Join 
them at St Peter’s Centre on Thurs 16 November 
from 6.45 pm for a free informal evening of films, 
special guest speakers and talks about 
homelessness and the impact of the shelter. There 
will be the chance to meet staff and residents. 
Homemade refreshments; no need to book. 
 
Advent Quiet Day at Wisdom House, Romsey, on 
Sat 2 December. An opportunity for space, prayer 
and reflection in readiness for Christmas. The 
leader, Roger Healey, is an experienced Licensed 
Lay Minister now working in St Faith’s parish, 
Winchester, and he’s also a Franciscan Tertiary. Do 
be in touch with Mary Copping to book your place: 
07921 886016, youth@stmatthewsstpaul.org. 
 
Women’s group Christmas supper  Mon 4 
December at the Roebuck, two courses for £20 or 
three courses for £23; please book your place early, 
as numbers are limited. Contact Julia Seal, 854849, 
julia.seal@ntlworld.com. 
 
City Centre parishes cluster clergy deployment: 
Peter Seal has been involved in the process of 
selecting a new House for Duty priest (working 
Sundays and two weekdays). Congratulations to 
Revd Karen Kousseff on her appointment. She will 
work mainly in the City Centre parish of St 
Bartholomew and St Lawrence with St Swithun but 
also spend one Sunday a month in this parish, while 
continuing her ministry as Area Dean of 
Winchester. Her service of licensing will be at St 
Bartholomew’s on Thurs 11 January. 
 
 

Family feedback 

Coming up 
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Faith at work 
Organisations need a moral compass 

 

I’ve been working as a corporate 
accountant since I graduated in 2005. In 
that time I’ve been employed by three 
different companies: a large accounting 
firm in London, a big brewery in West 
London and, currently, a multinational 
technology company in Basingstoke. 

I often challenge myself as to why, as a 
Christian, I have chosen to work not only as an 
accountant but also within the corporate 
environment (especially as the company I work for 
makes money-counting machines – I’m not sure 
what Jesus would make of that!). At times, I’ve felt 
guilty that I didn’t train as a doctor or a teacher, or 
that I haven’t yet decided to work for a not-for-
profit organisation – something that people may 
see as more wholesome. 

 

At times, I’ve felt guilty that I didn’t 
train as a doctor or a teacher, or that 

I haven’t yet decided to work for a 
not-for-profit organisation 

 

The truth is that I didn’t actually decide to become 
an accountant. I fell into it after I graduated, 
enjoyed it, and 12 years later I am still enjoying  
it. There are, and always will be, more than  
enough challenges and opportunities to keep  
me interested. 

Then how do I reconcile my career to my faith? 
When I was younger I remember hearing the 
phrase, ‘God needs his people everywhere’. Not 
just in hospitals and schools and NGOs, but in  
all professions. 

It’s only in my current job that I feel I’ve 
experienced what this means. I’m fortunate to 
work for and alongside a number of Christians, all 
in senior roles within the company. One of these, 
my employer, talks about the need for an 
organisation (especially one that ultimately exists 
to make profits) to have a ‘moral compass’. We 
most often come across this idea in the context  
of our own moral compass – an inner sense of  
right and wrong – and I’d not heard it used about  
a company. 

Every organisation faces regular challenges, and 
often it may be that difficult decisions are needed 
to overcome them. Decisions that may affect 
people’s lives – budget cuts, closing an office, 
restructuring a department, moving a location, 

cancelling a supplier contract, being able 
to promote only one of many good 
people. They all have knock-on 
implications for the lives of those 
involved. 

When I was younger I thought that such 
decisions were made to save money, and 
being a Christian in the workplace meant 

that I would not partake in them out of principle. I 
would always do the ‘right thing’. But over the past 
few years I’ve seen a number of these events 
happen, and more recently I found myself involved 
in some more than I ever thought I would be. 

It has helped me understand that tough decisions 
are always going to be around, and sometimes it is 
just not possible to act on what you would like to 
do. In fact, sometimes the only answer to a 
challenge is exactly the path that you don’t want to 
take. I’ve come to realise that it is okay to make 
these difficult decisions. Sometimes they are 
needed and, looking at the bigger picture, can be 
the right things to do – but only when all possible 
options have been considered and challenged 
carefully over time. To a greater or lesser degree, 
they will affect people’s lives, and that should 
never be forgotten. 

This is where I believe Christians can be so valuable 
in the corporate world. Ignoring the tough 
decisions out of principle won’t make them go 
away. However, being part of them can make sure 
that they are taken in the right way. Christians in 
the workplace can help to check that the 
organisations we work for do have a moral 
compass, to ensure that difficult choices are not 
made by snap decisions, without due consideration 
and reflection … or, even worse, are motivated 
solely to bring in even more money! That they 
really are the ‘right thing’ to do; or, when they are 
not, they are the only realistic option available. 

So often the attitudes and values of those in charge 
of a company are filtered right down through the 
organisation. I take huge inspiration from my 
employer, who is doing exactly that, and giving our 
firm its moral compass. I believe that God has led 
me to where I am working today and a very small 
part of the reason may have been to help me 
understand this. 

Giles Tibbitts 

Please be in touch if you’d like to contribute an 
article to this series giving us a window into how 
church members’ faith plays out in their everyday 
lives: ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
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Faith development 
‘I knew I had been called by God to be ordained ... 

if you are 12 years old how do you come to terms with that?’ 
 

On Sunday 20 February 1955, I was not sitting in 
my normal place. Usually as a choirboy I would be 
in the choir stalls. On this day, still in my choir 
robes, I was in the front row of the congregation’s 
pews. I had just been confirmed alongside several 
of my friends. I remember Clive Cook went to 
Australia; John Filby (with whom I still exchange 
Christmas messages) married Freda and joined her 
father’s business; one became a policeman and 
another an industrial chemist. I don’t know how 
significant that day was for them, or for the other 
candidates confirmed by a rather ageing Bishop of 
Colchester; but for me it was life-changing. 

As a chorister, the first thing I did when the 
preacher started was to look up the next hymn and 
then find a way of amusing myself. As I picked up 
my hymnbook the bishop looked straight at me 
from the pulpit and instructed, ‘Put that down and 
listen to me!’ Nobody as important had ever 
spoken to me directly, particularly not from the 
pulpit – and I listened! All I could remember from 
his sermon was, ‘Do something with your life which 
is right with God’. At that moment, I knew I had 
been called by God to be ordained. 

 

All I could remember from his sermon 
was, ‘Do something with your life 

which is right with God’ 
 

If you are 12 years old and attending a secondary 
modern school in a working-class suburb of 
London, how do you come to terms with that call? 
It was bad enough processing through the town on 
Remembrance Day in full choir robes, or walking 
past the pub on a Wednesday evening in Scout 
uniform, but to tell anyone that you were going to 
be a vicar when you grew up was a step too far. I 
did not want to do it. 

For the next 18 years I avoided a nagging in my 
heart. I married, became a father, qualified as an 
industrial chemist and began to settle down to 
relative affluence. But God would not let go. 
Eventually I renewed my Christian commitment 
and faced up to that unease which had been in my 
heart since my confirmation. I offered myself to the 
Church to test my call and was ordained deacon on 
25 September 1977, 40 years ago. 

I cannot pretend that all those 40 years have been 
wildly happy; there have been good times and 
difficult times. Christ called us to take up our cross 
and follow him. He did not promise an easy life, but 
what I can testify to is that, since accepting the call 
to ministry, I have experienced a sense of peace as I 
have had the privilege of walking with others as 
Christ has transformed their lives. To try to follow 
Christ is the most rewarding risk one can take with 
one’s life. 

Unless we have a dramatic change in the near 
future, there will be fewer clergy. The ordained 
ministry will also become more varied. We are now 
training clergy specifically for pioneer ministry, and 
as society grows more diverse the call for non-
parochial clergy will increase. 

In the context of a society constraining from the 
top yet fragmented within, the prime requirement 
of ordained ministers is to understand the nature 
of their calling and the unique role they play. The 
key issue is about confidence: being confident 
about their own calling, confident that God is with 
them at all times and, arising from those two, 
confident enough to enable the Church to discover 
and develop the gifts of all God’s people. 

Ordination is a particular call to follow, but if you 
have a nagging feeling that Christ might be calling 
you to be ordained or to some other radical change 
in your life, don’t hesitate – talk to someone about 
it. If it is God’s call, it will not go away. 

Keith Anderson 

Prayer 
Give us, good Lord, 

a pure heart that we may see you, 
a heart of love that we may serve you, 
a heart of faith that we may love you, 
a humble heart that we may hear you, 

our hope for years to come. 

Nan Deedes  
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Happiness has become an industry that is selling all of us a lie 
Extract from Peter Seal’s sermon preached at Harvest Festival 

In the past few days at St Matthew’s we’ve had the 
wonderful juxtaposition of fruits of human creation 
in our craft exhibition and now our traditional 
Harvest celebration. Huge thanks to those who 
have contributed to both. Together we give thanks 
for the extraordinary miracle of all that God makes 
possible in our lives: the natural world he gives us, 
and all that human effort and skill can achieve. 

The sights and smells of this time of year, with 
fruits in due season, remind us of our great  
good fortune. John Keats, in his poem ‘To  
Autumn’, writes, 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness! 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun. 

We know so well that in world 
terms we are some of the most 
privileged and fortunate of all 
human beings. We struggle to 
imagine what it must be like for 
those who will spend today 
walking long distances to carry 
enough safe water just to have enough to 
drink and cook with. As a parish, we are strongly 
committed to charities like WaterHarvest (the new 
name of Wells for India), working amongst the 
poorest of the poor in Rajasthan, northwest India. 
The stories the people there tell of the difference 
having accessible, safe drinking water makes in 
their lives are truly inspiring. 

I find myself wondering what we, as responsible 
adults, hope our children will grow up believing and 
being committed to. I’ve been helped recently by 
an article on happiness. I always struggle when 
parents say, ‘I just want my children to be happy’. I 
think that’s far too simplistic, and actually 
hopelessly unrealistic. The article I read is headed, 
‘Happiness has become an industry that is selling all 
of us a lie’. And it continues: 

As Hugh Mackay argues in The Good Life ... ‘I don’t 
mind people being happy – but the idea that 
everything we do is part of the pursuit of happiness 
seems to me a really dangerous idea and has led to 
a contemporary disease in Western society, which is 
fear of sadness … We’re kind of teaching our kids 
that happiness is the default position – it’s rubbish. 
Wholeness is what we ought to be striving for and 
part of that is sadness, disappointment, frustration, 
failure; all of those things which make us who we 
are … I’d like just for a year to have a moratorium 
on the word “happiness” and to replace it with the 
word “wholeness”.’ 

Interesting food for thought. As we celebrate 
Harvest, part of the message for people of every 

age is that whilst we have more food, etc., than we 
require, others don’t have enough. We need our 
children and young people to realise that this is a 
scandal, and something they are called to do their 
bit to remedy. 

Their ‘wholeness’, we want them to understand, is 
directly related to other people’s need. This 
understanding is actually a freedom, and though it 
may not make them happy, it will develop in them 
an awareness and capacity for compassionate 
action which is life-giving. 

Today’s Bible readings are direct and hard-hitting. 
Writing to the Corinthians Paul makes it clear: ‘The 
one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and the one who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully’ (2 
Corinthians 9: 6). This is a direct 
challenge to us to be as generous 
in every aspect of our lives as we 
possibly can. 

And then in the gospel according 
to Luke, the Lord challenges us again: ‘Do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat, or about your 
body, what you will wear’ (Luke 12: 22). He then 
points to the ravens flying in the sky and the lilies 
growing in the field. The message isn’t some naïve 
directive not to care for ourselves in terms of our 
human needs, but to put our needs in the 
perspective of the beauty that God gives. 

The modern message might be: ‘No amount of 
beauty treatment is really going to make much 
difference. However much time and money you 
spend, you’re never going to look as perfectly 
lovely as a lily, or any of the beautiful flowers 
adorning this church.’ 

I’d like just for a year to have 
a moratorium on the word 
‘happiness’ and to replace it 
with the word ‘wholeness’. 

Thanks to Richard Brockman 
for this extraordinary photo 
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Faith development 
Spiritual recalibration 

When the leaves begin to turn shades of brown, 
red and orange, I know it’s time to join with Peter 
and men of the parish at Hilfield Friary for a few 
days of spiritual recalibration, reflection and 
fellowship. Hilfield is a rare oasis of tranquillity in 
the back of the glorious Dorset beyond. 

A Franciscan community of First Order brothers, lay 
people and visitors, it is about inclusion of 
everyone and care of the natural world, rich in 
beauty and resources, yet so fragile. Here people 
live in humbleness, simplicity and peace with each 
other, nourished from the land as far as possible, 
caring for sheep, pigs and chickens, and the 
surrounding woodlands. It’s a model for integral 
ecology and sustainable energy. 

Central to this way of life is the rhythm of prayer, 
four times a day, and celebration of the Eucharist. 
We were fortunate to share in Brother Sam’s last 
celebration at Hilfield after 33 years. When Brother 
Sam broke the bread, he broke it for Buddhists, 
Hindus, Muslims, Jews, broken people and hungry 
people, as well as for those present. I felt moved in 
a way I hadn’t experienced before. 

Howard Sharp, former minister of the United 
Reformed Church in Jewry Street, was our 
facilitator for the weekend of 6–8 October. He led 
four well-received sessions exploring ‘What is the 
point of the Bible, faith and the Church?’ in the 
context of our everyday lives. They were 
interspersed with stories, humour, challenging 
questions and group exercises. One aspiring 
participant contributed with characteristic St Paul’s 
humour: when asked, ‘What’s it all about?’ he 
replied, ‘Well ... you do the Hokey Cokey and you 
turn around!’ 

It was not all work, however. We enjoyed meals 
together, shared stories, poetry recitation, folk 
songs and readings, from which I’ve no doubt we 
benefited more than we will remember. I could 
have spent a week at Hilfield, not least for the 
silence of the library and the brightness of stars in 
the night sky. 

I left with a deeper awareness of spiritual 
community and my faith journey, wherever that 
may take me, and a long reading list to fortify me 
through the winter months ahead. 

Angus Watson 

Hilfield prayer at the breaking of the bread 
We break this bread for those who love God, 

For those who worship the God of the Hindus and the God of Islam, 
For those who follow the path of the Buddha, 
For the Jewish people from whom we come, 

And pray that one day we may be as one. 

We break this bread for the great green earth, 
For the forests, fields and flowers we are destroying, 

And pray that, one day, God’s original blessing will be restored. 

We pray for those who have no bread, 
For the hungry, the homeless and all who are refugees, 
And pray that one day this world may be a home to all. 

We break this bread for the broken parts of ourselves, 
For our broken relationships and the wounded child in each one of us, 

And pray that one day we may find the wholeness that is of Christ. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
 
Paraphrased extracts of letters with updates from 

the charities we support. 

Embrace the Middle East  Thank 
you for your donation of £500. 
Our general fund enables us to 
respond to calls for emergency 

aid and support long-term projects helping 
vulnerable people in the Middle East. One young 
person we have helped is 10-year-old Sebastien 
from Beirut. He has attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder and is from a difficult home environment, 
living with his grandma as his father is a heroin 
addict. Sebastien struggled with aggression and 
found it hard to progress at school. Last year he got 
a place at the Embrace-supported Al-Kafaat 
Foundation, which aims to integrate children with 
additional needs into mainstream education. He 
boards there during the week and has an 
individually tailored education plan addressing his 
needs. He said, ‘The school gives me confidence, 
hope, inspiration, beliefs. I learnt that we can 
always find people who love us and take care of  
us and we should not lose hope in life. I hope to 
reach my goals, to be independent and build my 
own future.’ 

Church Mission Society (CMS)  Thank you for your 
kind gifts for the general fund and for your mission 
partners in southeast Asia who are able to step out 
in mission, seeking to bring hope to the peoples 
and communities they serve.  

Our mission partners are a young family working 
alongside the local church as it seeks to respond to 
new opportunities and challenges, leading training 
and also teaching English to resource emerging 
leaders. We recently received an update from 
them, written while they were experiencing the 
rainy season for the first time: ‘It sure does rain a 
lot! With the damp weather there has been an 
increase in cases of dengue fever and also swine 
flu. A lot of people we know have been very ill and 
we have all suffered from a fever. People seem to 
peacefully co-exist here; however, you do not have 
to dig very deep to come across feelings of 
resentment or feelings of superiority and we hear 
statements such as “we [insert ethnic group here] 
are kinder than others” and “that is why we hate 

them”. These assertions were made to us by 
Christians in position of leadership. This is a great 
challenge to us as we ourselves seek to cross 
cultural barriers and transcend differences. 
However, being “foreign” also means that we can 
be “neutral” and engage with different groups of 
people. CMS is asking “Mission is ... what exactly?” 
For us at the heart of mission there is friendship 
and it’s where it all begins. We are grateful as ever 
for your support and prayers.’  

 

CMS is asking 
‘Mission is ... what exactly?’ 

For us at the heart of mission there is 
friendship and it’s where it all begins. 

 

USPG  With your support the 
Revd Haroon Ajmal, from a 
diocese in Pakistan, 
completed a leadership 
course at the Asian 
Theological Academy. This 

challenged his view that women couldn’t lead in 
the church. Seeing afresh that women can also 
work for Christ, he said: ‘I understood about the 
need for women’s leadership and changed the 
mind of my bishop’. When he returned home from 
the training he asked his bishop to allow Annam, a 
woman in his parish, to attend theological 
seminary. Now she is the first woman ever from 
the diocese to attend the seminary. The training is 
for three years. Revd Ajmal has created a Bible 
study social group for young people and a 
fellowship group for women. Donations supporting 
leadership training of a church leader go on to do 
much more. They are reinvested time and again 
through ministry to individuals and communities – 
and will continue to be well into the future. 

 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit our website, click on Parish Activities, Beyond 
Ourselves, the charity’s name highlighted in blue 
and this will take you to their website.  

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
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Eco Church 
The benefits of cycling 

 
Recently, I was pleased to see that there are more 
bicycles outside the church during Sunday worship 
at St Paul’s. However, there are still too many cars 
and I wonder what might encourage 
us to cycle more. 

In the Telegraph I saw Jonny 
Cooper’s article ‘Get on your bike! 
Eight statistics that show why you should cycle to 
work’ (13 September 2017):  

1 cycling to work lowers your risk of an early 
death: cycling lowers it by 40% and walking by 
27%, compared to using a car or public 
transport 

2 every hour spent cycling adds an hour to  
your life 

3 cycling’s carbon footprint is less than a tenth of 
a car’s ... 

4 ... and it’s ten times cheaper, too: the average 
annual cost of cycling to work is £396, while 
commuting by train is £625 and private car  
is £3,727 

5 as the number of cyclists rises, cycling deaths 
or serious injuries fall 

6 on average, cyclists take one fewer sickness  
day every year (saving the economy £83  
million annually) 

7 cycling saves the NHS billions of pounds: a 
recent study found that if Londoners cycled (or 
walked) for just 20 minutes per day, they would 
save the NHS £1.7 billion 

8 middle-aged men who cycle are 30% less likely 
to suffer from impotence 

There are many more reasons to support cycling: 
reducing congestion and air pollution; it’s often 
faster than any other transport over short 
distances; there’s no hassle with finding parking 
spaces; and you don’t need to wait for public 
transport. 

I know there are some disadvantages too, like poor 
weather and getting sweaty, especially going uphill. 
However, electric bikes are a great solution for the 
hills of Winchester!  

Not everyone is able to cycle, but all of us can 
support cycling:  

 leave enough space when overtaking cyclists 
 don’t open car doors without checking for 

cyclists coming from behind 
 let cyclists pass if cars are causing long queues 
 ask politicians and local councillors to do more 

for cycling (and walking) 

It would be great if to see you at the local cycling 
event, ‘Taking Cycling Seriously’, on Wed 8 
November, 7–9 pm at the United Church in Jewry 

Street. Anyone who would like to 
contribute to discussions on how to make 
Winchester more cycle-friendly is 
welcome. The evening is organised by local 
cycle and campaign groups like Winchester 

CTC (the local cycling club), Bespoke Biking (a social 
enterprise offering rides, hire and repair, based in 
the Brooks Centre), Winchester Action on Climate 
Change, the City of Winchester Trust and Friends of 
the Earth. 

Max Priesemann 

 

Eco-congregations prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven … 
You are also at home in the air, the soil,  
the forests and the oceans, 

Hallowed be your name … 
By the care we take of your creation, 

Your kingdom come … 
All that you see is good, 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven … 
Your will to till and care, 

Give us this day our daily bread … 
That all may have sufficient to live life in fullness, 

Forgive us our trespasses … 
Our greed, our exploitation, our lack of concern 
for other species and future generations, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us ... 
By reconciliation with justice and peace, 

Lead us not into temptation … 
The temptation to equate dominion with exploitation, 

And deliver us from evil … 
The evil of destroying your gift of creation, 

For yours is the kingdom … 
Yours Lord, not ours, 

The power and the glory … 
In the cross and the resurrection, 

For ever and ever … 
You were the beginning and you are the end. 

Amen and so it be. 

From USPG’s Faith in a Changing Climate 
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A musical soirée 
at St Matthew’s 

Craft exhibition 
at St Matthew’s 
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Shared Harvest lunch 

Harvest at St Paul’s 
with Western Church School 
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Book review 
Robert Harris, Conclave 

‘Why on earth’, someone is 
probably already asking, ‘are you 
reviewing a novel, rather than a 
piece of serious theology or 
helpful devotion? And an 
unashamedly popular novel, by 
the author of political thrillers like 
The Ghost or Enigma?’ 

Yes, this is a novel, by one of the 
most skilled writers in the business. It starts with 
the death of a pope who bears some resemblance 
to the present Pope Francis. That death means that 
the cardinals must gather to elect his successor, 
and we see this process through the eyes of Jacopo 
Lomeli, the dean of the College of Cardinals, who 
must preside over the conclave. He is a decent but 
tired man. His resignation has already been offered 
and refused, perhaps because the pope had already 
realised that he did not have long to live. Lomeli is 
all too aware of the conflicting visions of the 
Church, and the conflicting human ambitions, that 
will come together – and also of an unresolved 
question over one of the leading candidates. 

Robert Harris has clearly done thorough research 
on the mechanics of a papal election and, it seems, 
on the dynamics – the way that cardinals might 
interact with each other. That would be fascinating 
in itself, but of course he knows how to manage 
narrative and suspense, and in addition to secrecy 
and skulduggery he throws in a few twists (perhaps 
not all equally convincing). I won’t spoil your 
enjoyment by revealing them. 

These things alone would probably have been 
enough to keep me reading. But there is more. 
Throughout, there is serious thinking going on 
about leadership in the Church: about the kind of 
leaders the Church needs, and about the burdens 
of leadership. None of this is facile. But, most 
surprisingly to me, this is also a book that takes the 
Holy Spirit seriously, that is prepared to consider 
and to articulate the possibility that the Spirit may 
be working through this group of fallible people. It 
is ultimately a book of faith and hope. And there 
aren’t many thrillers I can say that about. 

Peter Casey 

Comfort me with apples 
On Saturday 25 November the Winchester Poetry 
Festival presents ‘Comfort me with apples’, a day of 
contemplative poetry for those of any faith, or 
none, who listen to the ‘still small voice’. Its title 
refers to the biblical text ‘Stay me with flagons, 
comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love’ (Song 
of Solomon 2: 5, King James Version). 

Taking place in St Lawrence’s, this event sees the 
return to Winchester of the much-loved poet and 
former resident Wendy Cope, and it includes a 
fascinating talk about the language of poetry and 
faith with reference to the British tradition of 
poet-priests. 

Afternoon event 

2–2.45 pm: the David Scott lecture given by Canon 
Mark Oakley, Chancellor of St Paul’s Cathedral and 
author of The Splash of Words: Believing in Poetry 

3.30–5 pm: readings by Imtiaz Dharker and Michael 
Symmons Roberts 

Evening event 

6–6.45 pm: reading by Wendy Cope 

Venue: St Lawrence’s. Tickets: afternoon £8, 
evening £9, all day £15. For more information 
and to book tickets please visit 
http://www.winchesterpoetryfestival.org/comfort. 

Towards human flourishing 
Also on Saturday 25 November, 
Winchester University’s Institute 
for Theological Partnerships is 
hosting a special study day in 
partnership with Living Spirituality 
Connections and Spirit of Peace, 

from 10.30 am to 5.30 pm at West Downs. 

The programme has been developed in response to 
the sense of growing divisions within society – 
politically, socially and economically – and you are 
invited to attend to explore the themes of: 

 What do human beings need to flourish? 
 How do we create a culture of human 

flourishing? 
 What is the relationship between human 

flourishing and planetary flourishing? 

The keynote speaker is Fr Diarmuid O’Murchu, a 
priest and social psychologist whose working life 
has been in social ministry, and an expert in the 
field of adult faith development. 

The day will include explorations and discussion in 
small groups covering political, ecological, 
psychological and spiritual aspects. In the 
afternoon, Professor Lisa Isherwood will give a 
presentation on earth flourishing followed by time 
for personal reflection with guiding questions,  
and using the wonderful resources of the  
Cosmic Garden and Labyrinth within the  
university grounds. 

Suggested donation payable on the day £15. Tea 
and coffee will be provided; please bring your own 
lunch. If you would like to attend, please e-mail 
Brenda.Sharp@winchester.ac.uk. 

http://www.winchesterpoetryfestival.org/comfort
http://www.winchesterpoetryfestival.org/comfort


| 15 

For all the saints (of Winchester) 
 
1 November is designated ‘All Saints’ Day’ in the 
Church calendar. Many saints have their own feast 
day, on which their life and work is celebrated – 
often on the date of their death or martyrdom. 

In Winchester (the extended city, i.e. postcodes 
SO22 and SO23) the names of many saints are 
perpetuated in churches, schools, streets, etc., 
often several times in different locations. A few are 
more obscure and may be seen only once. The 
following chart lists some that can be found, along 
with the date of their commemoration. 

Other saints could be included, as medieval 
Winchester had about 50 churches (including 9 
dedicated to St Mary, 6 to St Peter, 6 to St Martin 
and 4 to St Michael). Please advise me of any 
additions or errors. 

Chris Pile 

NAME COMMEMORATION NAME COMMEMORATION 

Anastasius 22 January Leonard 6 November 

Anne 26 July Luke 18 October 

Barnabas 11 June Mark 25 April 

Bartholomew 24 August Martin 11 November 

Bede 25 May Mary (Assumption Day) 15 August 

Catherine 25 November Mary Magdalene 22 July 

Clement 23 November Matthew 21 September 

Cross (Holy Cross Day) 14 September Maurice 22 September 

Cuthbert 20 March Michael 24 September 

Faith 6 October Nicholas 6 December 

George 23 April Pantaleon 27 July 

Giles 1 September Paul (conversion) 29 June (25 January) 

James (brother of John) 25 July Peter 29 June 

James (son of Alphaeus) 1 May Stephen 26 December 

John 27 December Swithun 15 July 

John the Baptist (b./d.) 27 June/29 August Thomas 3 July 

Lawrence 10 August Waleric 1 April 
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An evening in Vienna 
An audience of around 120 was 
transported to Vienna on 15 October 
in a lovely evening of Viennese music 
played by Winchester Camerata. 
Starting with the Fledermaus overture 
by Johann Strauss II – when it proved difficult to sit 
still and not waltz around the church – we were 
then treated to Five German Dances by Franz 
Schubert. Next, the orchestra played Serenade No. 
3, Op. 21, by Robert Fuchs. A little-known piece 
(even to the players when they first rehearsed it), 
this proved to be for us the highlight of the 
evening. It is charming, lush, dynamic music and we 
are definitely going to buy a CD of it. 

Following the interval, during which lovely 
homemade cake was on offer and wine consumed, 
the audience were entertained by Johannes 
Brahms’ Liebeslieder-Walzer. Amazing light and 
shade were obvious throughout the 18 songs, 
which were performed in an arrangement for string 
orchestra made by Friedrich Hermann (with 
Brahms’ approval). The concert concluded with an 
excellent rendition of ‘Pizzicato Polka’ by Johann 
Strauss II and his brother Josef Strauss. Played 
without bows, this was full of humour and 
tremendously exciting. 

The wonderful acoustics of St Paul’s (which should 
only improve once the church has been 
transformed) make a musical evening particularly 
enjoyable. And it was brilliant that conductor 
Andrew Moore and the orchestra had chosen to 
donate the proceeds of the concert (over £1,000) 
to the Building for Life appeal, made all the more 
special by the fact that three members of the 
congregation play with Camerata. 

The concert was dedicated to the memory of 
Angela Martin, former Principal Viola of Winchester 
Camerata, who sadly died earlier this year. 

If you haven’t been to a Winchester Camerata 
concert yet, we would highly recommend it. A great 
night out! 

Ali and Chris Galvin 

Building for Life 
A message from Bill Lucas and Peter Seal: 

 We want to say thank you to everyone who has 
expressed their commitment by a gift or 
pledge, by organising or participating in a fund-
raising event or by praying. 

 During October there was a most generous 
offer by an anonymous donor to match (i.e. 
double) all personal gifts, up to a total of 
£20,000; we are enormously grateful both to 
this person and to all who took up the offer. 

 In your prayers please remember Nikki 
Prentice-Jones, working ten hours a week 
preparing grant applications. 

 We want everyone to feel part of and engaged 
with what is happening; we really welcome 
feedback and are especially keen to answer any 
questions or concerns anyone may have. 

Stroke support 
Imagine some months ago you had a stroke. It was 
a traumatic experience and has left you with left-
sided weakness and speech difficulties. Everyday 
tasks are arduous, you are unable to drive, and 
your partner is beginning to realise the implications 
of life with a stroke survivor. 

At home, visits from hospital therapists have now 
ended, and you are feeling isolated. You do not feel 
up to re-joining the clubs that you attended before 
your stroke. You frequently feel exhausted, and 
also unaccountably emotional from time to time. 

It is in this situation that the local stroke support 
group can offer some help. Winchester Stroke 
Support Group was set up as a registered charity in 
2010, is self-funded and is affiliated to the Stroke 
Association. It aims to provide a friendly, 
welcoming group where stroke survivors can  
get together with experienced volunteers and 
enjoy conversation over a cup of tea, and  
various activities. 

We meet at St Barnabas’ church hall on Monday 
afternoons from 2 to 4 pm throughout the year, 
apart from short breaks at Christmas and Easter, 
and in August. The afternoon usually begins with 
some seated exercises. Elsie, our Chair, is 
experienced in tai chi, and a physiotherapist also 
visits regularly. There is often a theme for the 
afternoon, such as ‘autumn’, ‘music’ or ‘sport’. We 
have a visiting artist and various speakers. Pub 
lunches are popular, and there is a summer outing. 
Last year we visited the Hawk Conservancy near 
Andover and enjoyed the fantastic flying displays. 
We also organise a Christmas lunch, in recent years 
at the Royal Winchester Golf Club. 

An afternoon away from home gives both member 
and carer a break, and burdens can seem lighter 
when shared with others in similar situations. 
Above all, the group provides a place where 
members can be listened to sympathetically, and 
where they can learn new ways of communicating 
and thus regain lost confidence. 

We are looking for both new members and 
volunteers. For further information, please visit 
www.winchesterstrokesupport.org.uk or phone 
Elsie White, 855609, or Jenny Davidson, 852818. 

Jenny Davidson, Secretary 
Winchester Stroke Support Group 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Children’s assistants  We have had several 
responses to our advert for children’s assistants, 
and some have already been to church and 
enjoyed helping with the groups. 

Cassandra Brown, at Winchester University doing 
Childhood, Youth and Community Studies from 
2015 to 2019, has worked in a primary school 
with children with special needs. Aaron Burrows 
is another Winchester University student, reading 
Theology from 2017 to 2020; he has previously 
been a teaching assistant. Olli Wilson-Smith, our 
present youth assistant, is in his third year of 
Media Studies at the university and will be with 
us until April or May next year. 

After formal interviews we hope to be welcoming 
these young people to our children and youth 
team. They would be a huge blessing to our 
church community. 

Resources  We are researching new resources for 
our children’s workers to use, and have been 
looking at Scripture Union LightLive, which is 
thematically based, and Seeds of the Spirit, which 
follows the Lectionary. We feel that Lectionary-
based material might be better, as this would tie in 
with the children’s story and also the sermon – so it 
might provoke good discussions at home. 

Meditation  Every Sunday group begins the session 
with two minutes of quiet prayer, which seems to 
settle them well and generally be beneficial. 

Climbers and Explorers (Years R–4)  One Sunday 
the children played the game ‘islands’ and thought 
about how standing in someone else’s shoes can 
give you a different view of the world. For one of 
their craft activities they made prayer cards with 
grapevines on the front, produced by potato 
printing. In another session, the children talked 
about the seasons and the harvest, including 
discussing the work of farmers. They painted 
pictures of seeds, sun, rain, etc., to be used for the 
Harvest service the following week. 

Destination (Years 5–8)  In one session they split 
into two groups and chose one of the Ten 
Commandments to debate. They were then given 
pictures of a stone tablet and the commandments 
on strips of paper; they were asked to think about 
their commitments for the week ahead and glue 
the relevant commandments to their stone tablet. 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  Report from Olli: ‘I 
have been working as a youth assistant at St Paul’s 
since June and it has been a revelatory point in my 
life. Since taking up the position I have found 
myself in a wonderfully welcoming community and 
one that has allowed me to grow both as a person 

and as a Christian. Within my role in the youth 
ministry I have been exploring the idea of what it 
means to be a Christian in the 21st century with the 
Transition group (ages 13–16). It is an interesting 
journey to undertake, and discussing questions 
innate to our modern lives – and especially to them 
as they grow into young adults, through the lens of 
our faith – has been fascinating. The young people I 
have worked with so far have been mature and 
ready to discuss all sorts of matters in the sessions. 
I see a huge amount of potential and am eager for 
the coming weeks. 

‘The staff and volunteers in the parish are a 
wonderful group and being able to be part of that 
and play such an important role in such a good 
community is truly an honour and a pleasure.’ 

Thursday toddler group  This is going well, with 
good leadership from the mums and with two 
people from St Paul’s helping as well. I’ve visited 
them twice, and each time there has been a good 
number of families and a really nice atmosphere. 

Assemblies  I have taken assemblies at Western 
Primary, our church school, and Westgate Lower 
School; I do each twice a term. It is so good to be 
able to go into both schools and engage the 
children in biblical stories and Christian themes. 

Peter Symonds  I continue to go to the Christian 
Union on Friday lunchtimes, where there can be  
up to 70 students. It’s a real privilege to be with  
the students and staff there and to get to know 
them better. 

Mary Copping 

Child-friendly services 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

St Paul’s @ 4, an informal 
family service, happens at 

St Paul’s every third 
Sunday at 4 pm, with a 

committed group of 
volunteers. It often 

attracts families who don’t 
come on Sunday mornings, 

as well as those who do. 
Our next one is on 19 

November and the theme 
is ‘The prodigal son’. Do 

invite families you know. 

On Remembrance 
Sunday, 12 November, 
we look forward to Cubs 
and Scouts joining us for 
the 9.30 service at St 
Paul’s and marching 
with their colours, as 
well as having 
discussions and activities 
based on Remembrance. 
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From our elected representatives 
Housing, proton-beam therapy and new healthcare hub 

I found myself in Manchester recently, and one 
thing I remembered from the Prime Minister’s 
speech was that a new generation of council 
houses will be built with an extra £2 billion going 
into the affordable housing budget. The move will 
also allow more homes to be built for social rent. 
The news follows Winchester’s lead, as the council 
here has been building council houses for years 
through its New Homes Programme. I’ve opened 
many, including the striking Barron Close in 
Micheldever and The Dell in Kings 
Worthy; the timing couldn’t have been 
better, as Winchester City Council 
announced a few days later it would 
double the number of council homes to 
be built by 2020. 

While in Manchester, wearing my 
ministerial hat I took the chance to visit 
the largest single-site cancer centre in 
Europe, at the Christie Hospital. The proton-beam 
cancer treatment it will offer is a first for the UK 
(currently children with certain forms of cancer 
have to visit the US), and I was blown away by the 
engineering miracle taking place. It’s basically a 
mini hadron collider. Not only will it save lives, it 
will dramatically reduce the long-term impact this 
kind of radiation treatment can have. We should 
remember, when listening to radio and television 
news, that there is good news out there, and so 
much hope. 

As parliament returns, we’re busy with Brexit 
legislation (and much else besides), and my work  
in the constituency seems to be on fast forward, 
with constituency Fridays and weekends busier 
than ever. 

After receiving a lovely letter from a volunteer, I 
visited Winchester Bereavement Support recently. 
Based at Richard Steel & Partners, they’ve been at 
it since 1982, providing care to anyone over the age 
of 18 living locally via a team of trained volunteer 

visitors. I found their stories both 
inspiring and moving. 

One other thing to mention is the 
healthcare hub I opened last month. It’s 
the new arrangement, under the banner 
of Mid-Hampshire Healthcare, that will 
enable you to see a GP, nurse or 
healthcare assistant in the evenings or 

at weekends. The Winchester hub, which helps us 
deliver on our extended access commitment for 
General Practice, is based at the Badger Farm 
Surgery next to Sainsbury’s. You book a routine 
appointment by ringing your own GP surgery, while 
urgent appointments at the hub when your GP 
surgery is closed will be booked by the out-of-hours 
GP service via NHS 111. 

Steve Brine 
MP for Winchester 

Forward planning, and gratitude for the life of Robert Hutchison 
The past month has flown by in a flurry of activity 
which has involved us in yet more planning cases, a 
consultation on a small play area and another 
feedback event on Central Winchester 
regeneration. It also culminated in a very sad event. 

In the October edition we reported on the increase 
in planning applications for student housing. 
September was no exception, with the Planning 
Committee looking at an application for a large 
block for 88 students in Sparkford Road. Lucille and 
Martin spoke at the committee but the application 
was approved on the chairman’s casting vote. We 
remain concerned that until there is a joined-up 
plan to provide for student housing, developers will 
continue to come forward with speculative 
applications on unsuitable sites. 

Earlier in the month Martin and Lucille took part in 
a consultation event in Bath Place looking at how 
the small play area there could be improved. This 
was part of a review being carried out by the Town 
Forum, the body on the City Council in charge of 

playground maintenance. It is time for the 
equipment in some of these really small play areas 
to be replaced, and there is now an opportunity to 
take stock and see whether more appropriate 
facilities could be provided. A number of residents 
came to see us, and it will be interesting to hear 
what the results of the consultation are. 

Finally, some of you will know that our friend and 
former ward colleague and husband of Liz, Robert 
Hutchison, sadly died after a short illness. Robert 
represented the St Paul ward on the City Council 
between 2010 and 2015 and was hugely 
inspirational in challenging the Council on its 
commitment to the environment and tackling 
climate change. In more recent years, he founded 
the successful Winchester Poetry Festival. We 
would like to pay tribute to Robert for all he did for 
this ward, and indeed for Winchester as a whole. 
He will be much missed. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward 
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Some thoughts about 
repeating things 

I had it all planned for this month’s article. I would 
sit at my computer very early, looking out over the 
back garden, and write about light as I watched the 
coming of the dawn of a new day. Rather poetic, I 
thought, but then leafing through one of the piles 
of paper that make up my ‘informal’ filing system, I 
discovered that I had done the same thing in 2015. 
I was reminded of one of the problems of getting 
older: the tendency to repeat things, while listeners 
are torn between the need for a gentle reminder or 
bracing themselves for a tedious few moments of 
wishing they were somewhere else. 

From early schooldays I remember a lot of 
repeating things, and I was amused recently when 
the much criticised practice of learning 
multiplication tables that way became fashionable 
again. Not so much appreciated now would be our 
primary school lessons when we recited details of 
world climatic regions, standing behind our heavy, 
iron-framed desks with their one-plank, tip-up 
seats. I am not even sure that what we chanted 
was accurate, but I remember still that the 
Mediterranean climate was ‘Hot dry summers, and 
warm wet winters with westerly winds’. 

From the other side of the desk I did a lot of 
repeating things myself as I led my charges through 
questionably exciting things like English grammar 
and sheep-rearing in Australia. I did love the 
storytelling, however, and wonder how many times 
I retold the tale of David and Goliath – sometimes 
even thinking of suggesting that the first stone 
missed, just to see if everyone was paying 
attention. Probably some of my favourite 
memories are of ‘The Prodigal Son’, however, so 
perfect in its story, and when we joined the 
generations left by its first teller to wonder what 
happened next. 

Now many of our stories come from screens of all 
sizes, and particularly in the summer there are 
complaints about the number of repeats (I 
understand some of them). It is disconcerting 
sometimes to see heroic young actors from old 
dramas being interviewed in person, and realising 
they are not quite so youthful and heroic any more. 
Of course it is important that new skills and talent 

should be encouraged, but I must confess that I can 
still spend pleasant hours in the company of Foyle 
and Lewis. 

I am writing this in October, when the Harvest 
decorations have just been cleared, reminding us of 
the wonderful repetitions of each year. Soon we 
will honour All Saints and All Souls and then pass to 
Remembrance Sunday, made even more poignant 
this year by the hundredth anniversaries marking 
some of the courage and terrible cost of the battles 
of World War I. Then the Advent season begins a 
new church year, when we surely give thanks for its 
continuity and pattern.  

 

The Harvest decorations have just 
been cleared, reminding us of the 
wonderful repetitions of each year 

 

Finally, in an article about repeating things I can 
only end by doing just that; although the subject 
may have changed the setting is the same, as I sit at 
my computer looking out over my garden, watching 
the coming of an autumnal dawn and the beginning 
of a new day. 

Heather Riley 

The Great War dead 
Ninety-one men from this parish died as a result of 
the First World War. Their names are listed on 
boards in St Paul’s and in a memorial book at  
St Matthew’s. 

A group of volunteers have been researching the 
stories of these 91, to record them for the future. 
The plan is to make the information accessible 
online and in print for the benefit of local residents 
and for local and family historians ... and the more 
people who get involved, the sooner this can be 
accomplished. 

There are openings for a project manager, a fund-
raiser and a publicist as well as more researchers. If 
you’re interested, please pick up an orange leaflet 
at the back of St Paul’s or contact Geraldine 
Buchanan, geraldine.buchanan@gmail.com, 
856787. 

 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 
our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to Ursula 

Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. (Final 
editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 



20 |  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Jean Gardner, local magazine 
distribution 
853482 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 
 

Contact us 

Lord, open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 

Lent liturgy 


