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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting 
monthly on Sunday evenings; please contact 
Katy Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at 
the Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia 
Seal, 854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second 
Wednesday of the month, 8.30 pm, at the 
Roebuck for a drink and a chat; please 
contact Chris Sharp, 849186, 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of 
the month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact 
Linda Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather 
Riley, 862867 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot, meeting on the second 
Friday of the month, 9.30 am–noon in St 
Paul’s, for real coffee, homemade cakes and 
a chat (donations for Building for Life); 
children welcome 

 Daytime book group usually on the first 
Monday of the month, 2.30 pm; please 
contact Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine 
Bennett, 852681 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

Children and young 
people welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am 
Family Communion for all ages with DIY 
crèche and band (opportunity for children 
to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children 
and young people (five different age-
groups) plus a DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family 
service with craft activities at 4 pm every 
third Sunday of the month, with 
refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 
844878, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the 
week with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 
pm in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they are 
by Gill Longman, Ursula Payne and 
Gary Ruffell. 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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From the rector 

 
 
 

 

Sunday services: 
April Bible readings 
1 Apr 
8 Apr 
15 Apr 
22 Apr 
29 Apr 

Acts 10: 34–43; John 20: 1–18 [p. 535] 
Acts 4: 32–35; John 20: 19–31 [p. 538] 
Acts 3: 12–19; Luke 24: 36b–48 [p. 541] 
Acts 4: 5–12; John 10: 11–18 [p. 544] 
Acts 8: 26–40; John 15: 1–8 [p. 546] 

 
  

Dear friends, 

I write just the day after Professor Stephen Hawking died. Among many of the tributes paid to him I 
was moved by something he said to his children: ‘It wouldn’t be much of a universe without the 
people you love’. It feels as though this comes from the depths of a man who lived with disability 
for so many decades and triumphed over it in many ways, not least by the output of his colossal 
brain. It’s so good to have human giants like Hawking, who both inspire and challenge us. 

You’ll probably be reading this as we begin the season of Easter. During April we re-live those first 
days of the new life that Jesus embodied, following his death and resurrection. New life is a gift we 
all seek – both in this life, and as we contemplate the inevitability of our own death. In this context I 
was struck by a phrase I heard recently: ‘Logic is not the most powerful form of persuasion!’ This 
perhaps relates to our personal experience of what we believe. It seems to me that it’s rarely a 
carefully argued account of Christianity that leads people to say, ‘Yes, now I believe’. Other factors 
appear to be much more effective – for example, the kindness of a friend, the way a local church 
relates beyond itself or the experience of great joy or deep sadness. 

On 22 April David Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke, will join us at St Paul’s and confirm four young 
people along with two students from the university. This will be a special day as we rejoice that, in 
their individual lives, they each acknowledge the importance of the Christian faith to them. 

The city of Salisbury is very much in the news following the appalling and frightening attack there. I 
feel myself thankful for the democracy we enjoy in this country, along with the burden of 
responsibility our political leaders carry on our behalf. Media reports of the work of our emergency 
and intelligence services are truly impressive. We have so much to be grateful for. 

I find myself thinking of folk who have no home or anywhere warm to sleep at night. I struggle to 
imagine what it must be like to sleep in a doorway with only a piece of borrowed cardboard 
between me and the cold, hard ground. Our commitment as a parish, in this city, to the 
Nightshelter, the Trinity Centre and the Basics Bank, as well as the Street Pastors and the City 
Centre Chaplaincy, is an integral part of the living out of what we believe. Those in greatest need 
are the folk who most need concrete expressions of the new life that the resurrection of Jesus 
represents. Here’s another phrase I came across recently: ‘Acts of kindness that come from a place 
of love’. I hope we all know of, and experience, this sort of care, which usually comes from the most 
unexpected places and takes us by surprise. 

In her book The Cleaner of Chartres, Sally Vickers writes, ‘Boredom is a luxury of a life lived without 
fear’. 

So I wish you a happy new month; that the gift of a fresh spring season gladdens your heart, 
renewing your sense of hope, and leading you to unexpected and surprising experiences of joy. 

With every good wish and prayers, 
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Sun 1 

Easter Day 

Mon 2 

NO book group 

Tues 3 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 4 

Thanksgiving for Margaret 
Case 
St Matthew’s, 2 pm 

Thurs 5 

NO toddler group 

Sat 7–Sat 14 

Anniversary exhibition 
St Matthew’s, 10 am–4 pm 

Mon 9 

Lady Day service 
St Paul’s, 2 pm 

Tues 10 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 11 

Puzzlers’ Club 
St Matthew’s, 2–4 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 12 

Deadline for May magazine 

NO toddler group 

Fri 13 

St Paul’s Coffee Pot (coffee 
morning) 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am–noon 

Sun 15 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Mon 16 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

PCC meeting 
St Matthew’s, 7.45 pm 

Tues 17 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Music committee 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Wed 18 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 19 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Start of local history talks, 
Series 2: Barry Meehan on 
Owen Browne Carter 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Fri 20 

Pre-school fair 
St Paul’s, 12.15–3 pm 

Sat 21 

Blessing of marriage of Tanya 
Griffiths and Mark Langton 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Sun 22 

Confirmation service with 
David Williams, Bishop of 
Basingstoke 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Tues 24 

Mothers’ Union talk: Poppy 
Spens on South Sudan 
St Barnabas’, 2.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Children’s work team 
Bereweeke Ave, 7.45 pm 

Thurs 26 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 29 

Taizé service 
Cathedral, 6 pm 

Mon 30 

Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 3 

Local history talk: Phil Watts 
on church bells in Hampshire 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Sat 12 

Community Day: Children’s 
Stories 
St Paul’s, 10.30 am–4 pm 

Sun 13–Sat 19 

Christian Aid Week 

 

 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Christopher 
Browne, Henry Gaster-Evans, Julia 
Jones, Ollie Jones (age 7), Emma 
and Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, 
Sally Owens, Michael Pain, Jean 
Reeder and Brian Woodruff. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Margaret Case, Barry 
Jackson and Gordon Robinson. 

  

Diary dates 

A P R I L 

Family feedback 

M A Y 
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St Paul’s Coffee Pot  Vera Edwards 
and Harriet Hide report: ‘On 9 March 
we had a very good morning serving 
coffee and homemade cakes. We had 
about 40 visitors, boosted by posy 
makers who combined Mothering 
Sunday posies with having coffee and 
chatting to friends. It was very 
successful financially: we took the grand sum of 
£115 (for Building for Life).’ Next Coffee Pot is on 
13 April. All welcome! 
 
Anniversary exhibition  To mark a year since the 
Open Day celebrating the re-opening of St 
Matthew’s, there will be a display about the repairs 
and improvements at the church for the week 7–14 
April, 10 am–4 pm. Do come along! 
 
Puzzlers’ Club  Next informal, friendly gathering of 
teams to complete a 500-piece puzzle in two hours: 
Wed 11 April, 2–4 pm. Refreshments provided. 
Contact Gary Ruffell on 881513 for information 
and/or a place on a team. 
 
Revision of electoral roll  As an ecclesiastical 
parish, each year we are required to renew or 
revise the electoral roll. We carried out the renewal 
in 2013, so this year only a revision is necessary. 
The electoral roll is officially a list of people who 
are entitled to attend the annual parochial church 
meeting and to take part in its proceedings, but 
unofficially it is a list of people who consider 
themselves to be members of our church family. 

Those who are already on the roll need do nothing. 
If you are not on it and are new to the church or 
parish, there are forms at the back of each  
of our churches. Maggie Brecknell (856552, 
brecknell1@uwclub.net) would be happy to give 
you a form personally and talk through queries. The 
revision has to be completed by 13 April, after 
which the roll (names only) will be on display in 
both churches for the two weeks before the annual 
meetings on 30 April. 
 
History talks at St Matthew’s  We’re delighted to 
announce Series 2, scheduled for spring 2018. 
These will all be at 6.30 pm followed by a glass of 
wine, finishing by 8 pm. Free admission, with a 
retiring collection. 
– Thurs 19 April  Barry Meehan, ‘The life and work 
of Owen Browne Carter’ (the 19th-century 
architect who designed the vestry and vault at St 
Matthew’s, the Discovery Centre and many other 
local buildings) 
– Thurs 3 May  Phil Watts, ‘Church bells in 
Hampshire, including those at St Matthew’s’ 

– Thurs 24 May  Barrie Brinkman, ‘Further insights 
into the history of Weeke’ (following his 
introductory talk in the 2017 series) 
 
Your offering for Community Day! 
The date for your diaries is Sat 12 May 2018 (see 
article on p. 6). Please get involved! 

* Cake stall – donations of cakes and/or preserves 
would be much appreciated. Either bring on the 
day or deliver to Christine Bennett, 18 Bereweeke 

Avenue SO22 6BH (852681) or Linda 
Russell-Smith, Waldrons, Stockbridge 
Road SO22 5JH (853584). Please label 

produce and, if possible, list the ingredients. 

* Plants – do pot these up during April and label 
them for the plant stall; the more variety, the 
better! Bring to St Paul’s on Fri 11 May or just 
deliver on the day. 

* Bottles, Bottles, Bottles – please start 
thinking about bottles you could donate 
to the tombola; details of drop-off 
points will be in the welcome sheet 
during April, or contact Nathalie Schulz, 
810509, N.Schulz@btopenworld.com. 

Music + Food + Decoration + Performance + 
Participation + Children’s Activities 
 
Stonehenge coach trip  A date for your diary: the 
next Friends event will be an outing to Stonehenge 
on Sat 2 June (see flyer in this magazine). The last 
Friends event – Colonel Christopher van der Noot’s 
March talk at St Matthew’s on his experiences with 
the Gordon Highlanders as an emergency prison 
governor, and the state of prisons today – was 
much enjoyed by 22 Friends and others, and £264 
was taken in ticket sales. 
 
A plea to the craftspeople of the parish  Janet Bird 
writes: ‘My mother, born 1899, died many years 
ago and I kept the contents of her work table, 
hoping to finish some of her items. She was an 
excellent seamstress and good at crochet, 
embroidery, etc. – skills she did not pass on to me! 
So though I did struggle at first, I didn’t manage 
more than a little crochet to finish a cushion. 
Tuning out the work table recently, I came across 
tins of ribbons, buttons and embroidery silks which 
might be of use to one or other of you clever 
people. I would hate them to be wasted. Do 
contact me on 881173 if you can use them (free, or 
a donation to Building for Life if you like). I also 
have her beautiful hand sewing machine, Frister & 
Rossmann, nearer 90 than 80 years old but dying to 
be used again – any takers?’ 

Coming up 
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We’re having a party and you’re invited! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the theme of ‘Children’s Stories’ we will, 
once again, be celebrating all that it is to be part of 
a community. Community is more than just a group 
of people living in a particular area or sharing a 
particular set of values and beliefs. It’s about 
friendship and support, an ear to listen, a shoulder 
to cry on, having someone to encourage us 
onwards when the going gets tough. It’s about 
belonging to, and being part of, something bigger 
than ourselves. Together, we are more than the 
sum of our parts. 

The vision of the parish is to create a church with 
‘soft edges’, where all are welcome. Our aspiration 
is to reach beyond ourselves, inspiring worshippers 
to move from being ‘guests’ to becoming ‘hosts’ 
who can truly bring that vision to life. 

So put Saturday 12 May in your diary and join us, in 
a world that can, at times, feel increasingly divided, 
for what will be a celebration of fun, togetherness 
and unity. 

 Mad Hatter’s Tea Party  Friar Tuck’s Beer and Pimm’s Tent 

 Treasure Island Bric-a-Brac Stall  Scooby and Shaggy’s Sausage and Burger Stand 

 The ‘Flower Fairy’ Plant Stall  Animal farm and children’s activities 

 Dance performances  Delicious homemade cakes 

 Fusion Choir and Barbershop Quintet  ‘Make a crown’ competition 

 Face painting and nail bar  Bouncy castle 

 

 

 

All-day music programme ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Come and join us on Sat 12 May 

All-age story competition 

Join in the fun and write a 500-word story. 
The theme is ‘Children’s Stories’. 

Submit your tale to 
story@stmatthewstpaul.org before 13 April 

to be entered into the competition. 
The mayor will announce the winners! 
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Beyond Ourselves 
 

Paraphrased extracts of letters 
with updates from the charities 
we support. 

Trinity Centre  Thank you for 
your continued support and for 

the harvest collection; these lovely items will be 
prepared and served to an average of 45 people a 
day, most of whom are homeless. 

Feed the Minds  Thank you for your donation of 
£150. It will allow us to continue helping 
marginalised adults and young people around the 
world transform their lives and have sustainable 
livelihoods through education. One example can be 
seen in rural areas surrounding Vellore and 
Dindigul District Villages, India. We have been 
working with our grassroots partner Self Help 
Association for Rural Education and Employment 
(www.shareforneedy.org/about-us/). 

Mrs Maheswari, aged 24, is one of the 
beneficiaries. She is married with two young 
children; her husband, a construction worker, earns 
about Rs 300 a day, the equivalent of £3 – not 
sufficient to support their family. Mrs Maheswari 
took part in this project in order to gain 
employment, improve the family’s living conditions 
and become more involved in her community, 
which has in turn bought her more confidence and 
respect. After completing a three-month training 
course in palm-leaf decorations, she has become a 
confident entrepreneur and is an active member of 
her saving and loans group. Thanks to her seed 
loan, she is utilising a palm-leaf-splitting machine 
and renting a small outlet shared with fellow 
trainees. This has enabled her to make a stable 
income by selling decorations. 

Not only has this project supplied her and many 
more individuals like her with employable skills, but 
it has also improved their literacy and numeracy, 
developed their financial saving ability and created 
a network of people to engage and learn from each 
other. This has given them the necessities for 
sustainable and improved livelihoods, which would 
not be possible without you support. Thank you! 

The Boaz Project  Boaz was set up in 
the mid-noughties to help address 
the lack of facilities for people with 
learning disabilities when they were 
no longer in full-time education. It 

became a charity in 2007. The aim is to create an 
atmosphere with a work ethic for people who 
cannot otherwise gain employment, giving dignity 
and confidence in a happy, safe and supportive 
environment and thereby enabling greater 
independence, social inclusion and employability. 

Its desire is to be able to employ some of those 
who access its facilities. 

Boaz is situated at Hill Farm in the beautiful 
Hampshire countryside and run by a group of fully 
committed trustees and managers. It provides a 
horticultural facility with related work 
opportunities where adults with learning 
disabilities may come together to be valued and 
productive, alongside volunteers and staff of all 
ages and backgrounds. The project’s Christian 
ethos seeks to address the whole person – body, 
mind and spirit – aiming to realise each individual’s 
full human potential, to the glory of God. 

Quotes from Boaz members: ‘I like looking after the 
chickens. I actually like cleaning them out and 
feeding them.’ ‘I enjoy the volunteers, the staff and 
doing woodwork.’ We have recently supported 
Boaz Trust with our mission giving. 

Embrace the Middle East have e-mailed from Syria: 
One constant in this upheaval and turmoil is our 
Christian partners’ faith in God’s healing and 
transformational love. It is a source of inspiration 
and strength for our partners to know people are 
praying with them and for them and the people 
they sacrificially serve. Please join us in praying for: 

 a swift end and just resolution to the conflict 
 healing and hope for every child, woman and 

man affected by the Syrian war 
 our Christian partners across the region 

working tirelessly as they not only help those 
people most in need, but as they themselves 
face the challenges of living amid conflict, 
poverty and injustice. 

 
For further details about the charities we support, 
visit our website, click on Parish Activities, Beyond 
Ourselves, the charity’s name highlighted in blue 
and this will take you to their website.  

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee

God of the weak, 
defender of the powerless, 
who weeps with the women 
whose children are no more, 
protect the people of Syria this day. 
Lord of hope and new beginnings, bring 
    your peace in this time of violence, 
    your comfort to those in anguish, 
    your respite from fear, 
until that time 
when all hatred and anger will evaporate 
and our weapons will rust with irrelevance. 
Amen. 
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Reflections on faith at work 
 
‘The human being is the only animal that thinks 
about the future’, proposes Professor Daniel 
Gilbert in his book Stumbling on Happiness. You 
might challenge this assertion given the current 
world climate! On a more reflective note, however, 
I’ll offer that we have a fundamental need for 
hope, which is not satisfied simply by ‘thinking 
about the future’; rather, we have a special 
opportunity to choose and embrace faith. 

When reflecting on this assignment, my second 
thought was how little evidence of spiritual faith is 
visible in the corridors of the corporate world. But 
then I searched harder. I’m fortunate to work with 
many Muslim colleagues and, during my travels to 
Morocco and the United Arab 
Emirates in recent months, I’ve 
encountered many signs of 
spiritual faith. Some colleagues 
pray five times a day and are 
content, generous of spirit, 
tolerant, and sometimes 
wonderfully self-deprecating. 
Strolling the beach on a Friday 
in Dubai after a long working 
week, I was fortunate to hear the 
mosaic of adhans or ‘calls to 
prayer’ echoing around the city. Mosques of myriad 
shapes sit alongside shiny office and residential 
tower blocks – an incongruous mix of the spiritual 
and material worlds. With desert sand in my hair 
and the hot sun descending into the Arabian Gulf, 
I’m witness to a world where spiritual wellness  
is prioritised. 

Drawing on my past presents me with additional 
reflection points. I’ve served in the army, where 
faith in me as a leader was given generously by 
riflemen in return for a profound expectation of 
care and sacrifice, should it become necessary. 
Thereafter, I was fortunate to be part of a 
successful team exploring for natural gas reservoirs 
in western Canada. Faith in our professional ability, 
faith in colleagues and faith in the company 
journey were strong, almost tangible. I then sailed 
around the world with an amateur team on the 
Clipper Round the World Yacht Race. There were 
many challenges and difficulties to overcome, but 
faith in our purpose, faith that we would be well if 

we looked after each other and the boat, kept us 
going through both hell and high water. 

Spiritual faith is more challenging yet. You can’t 
touch it, you can’t see it. Worse still, you can’t even 
buy it! If it were easy, then like most things it would 
be superficial. Perhaps Jesus, as he came to terms 
with his calling, best exemplifies our struggle with 
faith in God. We read how he was so often tested, 
and of his inward struggle with accepting his 
purpose. We feel his anguish in Gethsemane and at 
the very end; but he remained true to his faith in 
his Father and to God’s higher purpose, with 
neither certainty nor reward. This fact offers us an 
undeniable message of hope. 

Surprising to me today is that I 
feel my faith is tested more, not 
less. Working back in the natural 
gas exploration space, I’ve 
endured redundancy and a long 
period without work, as well as 
having to balance ongoing 
uncertainty and travel away 
from home. While some seem to 
have it all mapped out, I 

question my work calling in the 
same way I question my spiritual faith. But I aspire 
to resolve both, so faith comes more into focus 
even as my eyes do not. As I seek to discover a new 
chapter in my professional journey, I conclude that 
it’s not certainty defining the way ahead, but that 
faith in a higher purpose – even outside our 
immediate comprehension – can underpin a 
greater sense of hope. 

To bring you down to earth, I remember an outing 
with the kids to a high-energy place called Flip-Out, 
where you bounce on many a trampoline. I was 
considering executing a back-flip in front of my 
daughter. I really wanted to do it but couldn’t 
remember how. Really, I was scared. I looked to her 
for inspiration and she laughed and said, ‘Dad … 
just believe’! Sometimes it’s as simple as that. 

Angus Watson 

Please be in touch if you’d like to contribute an 
article to this series giving us a window into how 
church members’ faith plays out in their everyday 
lives: ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

  

Cartoon ©Chris Morgan www.cxmedia.com 

We simply do not allow space in our heads, minds or souls for darkness. 
Instead, we choose faith. Faith in ourselves and the power of hard work. 

Faith in our God whose overwhelming love sustains us every single day …  
we choose love … and we choose excellence. 

Michelle Obama, 2017 
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Faith development: The Annunciation 
 

A chance viewing of a 
picture in London’s 
National Gallery inspired 
my new book, published 
on 25 March by 
Winchester University 
Press. The early-18th-
century painting by 
French artist François 
Lemoyne, on loan from 
Winchester College, 
depicts the encounter 
between the angel 
Gabriel and the Virgin 

Mary, as described in Luke’s gospel (Luke 1: 26–38). 
That meeting may be a pivotal point in Christianity, 
but has the status and significance of the 
Annunciation been lost in today’s world? 

I undertook a three-year journey, searching for the 
spiritual meaning of the biblical story through 
intimate conversations with more than 100 senior 
clerics, world-renowned theologians, historians and 
leading artists. People spoke to me as never before 
about the personal and profound impact that the 
Annunciation account has had on their lives. 
Alongside those encounters, I traced its history 
through Christianity, from the early church through 
to the medieval cult of Mary and then the 
Reformation, to the age of Enlightenment and on 
to the present post-modern world. I learned how 
different views of the Virgin Mary’s role and status 
at the encounter creates a range of responses, 
often highly charged and emotional. 

I travelled around England, across the Continent 
and to the Holy Land and stood before some of the 
greatest-ever works of art created over the past 
2,000 years and all inspired, in some way, by the 
Annunciation story – a vast array of paintings, 
sculpture, mosaics and tapestries. I also listened to 
music and poetry rooted in the biblical encounter. 

Certainly, no previous book has concentrated on 
such a range of Annunciation interpretations. It is 
the intimacy, honesty and originality of the 
revelations from such a wide-ranging and 
authoritative cast list that, I hope, gives this book 
its real edge. Richly illustrated with more than 100 
colour images, it is described by the publisher as ‘a 
project of monumental scale, ambition and 
innovation, highly distinctive in its originality of 
approach and content’. 

The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams; the first woman bishop in the Church of 
England, Libby Lane; the newly appointed Bishop of 
London, Sarah Mullally; the head of the Roman 
Catholic Church in England and Wales, Cardinal 

Vincent Nichols; the late Cardinal Cormac Murphy 
O’Connor; and leading members of the Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, Evangelical and Orthodox 
churches all take part, as well as the Bishop of 
Winchester, Tim Dakin, and members of the 
Chapter at Winchester Cathedral. The Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth, Philip Egan, 
describes the Annunciation as ‘the most important 
event in human history’. I ask all my interviewees 
what they make of that comment and there is a 
wide range of responses. I also had the privilege of 
being allowed to stay with a group of Carmelite 
nuns in their enclosed monastery at Thicket Priory, 
near York. How has the Annunciation story shaped 
their own lives devoted to prayer, silence and 
contemplation?  

 

Philip Egan describes the Annunciation 
as ‘the most important event  

in human history’ 

 

I focus too on St Paul’s here in Winchester, 
interviewing our rector, Peter Seal; Bishop John 
Dennis; and Philip Morgan, a former Canon at the 
cathedral. I highlight two sermons given by Keith 
Anderson and Stephen Adam; a children’s talk on 
the Annunciation by Tim Bissett; and how the 
children’s nativity service on Christmas Eve, 
produced by Bill Lucas, interprets the encounter. I 
listen to a lectio divina gathering in the parish 
rooms, focused on Luke’s gospel passage. I also talk 
with our old friend, Sally Goodson, in her 
ordination week, about her own calling. 

Suffice to say it has been one of the most fulfilling 
projects in my life. At the end of the book, and at 
the end of my three-year ‘pilgrimage’, I reveal how, 
as a practising Christian, all these encounters have 
shaped and changed my current beliefs and 
understanding. 

Mark Byford 

The Annunciation: A Pilgrim’s Quest is published by 
Winchester University Press. It is available to order 
direct from the publisher or from P &G Wells. 

Mark Byford has lived in Winchester for more than 
30 years. An award-winning journalist and editor, 
he was the BBC’s Deputy Director General and Head 
of Journalism 2004–2011 and Director of the BBC 
World Service 1998–2004. His first book, A Name 
on a Wall, was published in 2013. Married with five 
adult children and a member of the PCC of St 
Matthew with St Paul and the Winchester Deanery 
Synod, he was appointed a Lay Canon and member 
of Chapter at Winchester Cathedral in 2017.  



10 |  

  

  

  

  

St Paul’s  
Coffee Pot and 

posy making 

Friends talk at  
St Matthew’s 

Baptism of Zachary Bain 
and Esme Deadman 

Snow at St Paul’s 
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Mothering 
Sunday at  
St Paul’s 
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From our elected representatives 
Fighting childhood obesity 

I have written before about my work in 
government as Cancer Minister, but one of my 
other roles is to drive our agenda fighting 
childhood obesity. We have a problem in our 
country: the gap in healthy life expectancy between 
rich and poor communities is nearly 20 years. In a 
wealthy community such as Fulflood this may seem 
an oddity, but obesity can lead to so 
many health challenges, including type 2 
diabetes, heart disease and some 
cancers in adulthood. It’s one of the 
burning injustices of our time and I 
believe reducing this gap will help create 
a fairer society. I am also very clear, we 
have a right and a responsibility to act in 
what is a publicly funded health service. 

Back in 2016 we launched our childhood obesity 
plan, including measures such as the soft drinks 
industry levy (commonly known as the ‘sugar tax’), 
which is putting new money into schools through 
the recently doubled School Sports Premium and 
leading to reformulation from many leading brands 
such as Lucozade, Ribena and IrnBru. Another key 
track for us is to help cut excessive calorie intake, 
and I recently unveiled plans with Public Health 
England as part of the government’s efforts to cut 
child and adult obesity. The package includes new 
evidence highlighting that, at worst, overweight or 
obese boys consume 500 calories too many each 

day and girls 290; it issues a challenge to the food 
industry to reduce calories by 20% in products 
consumed by families by 2024. Industry has three 
ways to do this: reformulate, reduce portion size 
and encourage consumers to purchase lower-
calorie products. Categories of food covered by the 
programme include pizzas, ready meals, ready-

made sandwiches, meat products and 
savoury snacks. 

The new research confirms what we’ve 
long assumed to be true: children 
routinely eat too many calories, just like 
adults, and it’s having an impact. There 
can be no doubt that obesity is one of 
our greatest challenges. Our calorie-

reduction programme is the first of its kind, but we 
don’t think it’s an end in itself. It is hard for people 
to make healthy food choices, whether for 
themselves or their families, so we’re giving the 
public the information they need to help make 
those choices a little easier. 

The next step in the programme involves 
engagement with the whole food industry – 
retailers; manufacturers; major restaurant, café, 
takeaway and delivery companies – to develop 
category guidelines. These will be published in  
mid-2019. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 

Heritage at risk and Station Approach progress 
Last month we reported on the forthcoming budget 
debates at both the City and County Councils, and 
as the council tax bills start coming through our 
letterboxes, you probably know that we all face a 
hike in this tax with no corresponding improvement 
to services. 

One of the concerns brought out in the debate on 
the budget at Winchester City Council (WCC) was 
the lack of proper funding for our historic buildings 
and conservation areas. Earlier in the month, at a 
meeting of the Town Forum, it was reported that 
17 of WCC’s conservation areas were on the ‘At 
Risk’ register held by Historic England. The 
Buttercross, for instance, is a good example of the 
neglect that has occurred. If you haven’t noticed, 
just take a look when you are next passing: it’s 
covered in pigeon mess and has weeds growing out 
of it. This is one of Winchester’s iconic landmarks 
and, we believe, shouldn’t be left to rot. 

At a more local level, you will probably be aware 
that consultation has taken place on proposals to 
redevelop parts of the area known as ‘Station 
Approach’. Members of the design team have been 

working on plans for the Carfax and Cattlemarket 
sites together with improvements to the adjoining 
streets, to make the pedestrian environment better 
while also improving vehicle movement and 
opportunities for cyclists. 

As part of the process they have studied the area, 
listened to comments and had meetings with 
representatives of a number of local organisations, 
including Hampshire County Council, Network Rail 
and us, the local ward councillors. This has 
influenced the development of a plan for the area 
and initial proposals for the offices on the Carfax 
site, homes on the Cattlemarket site, improving the 
streets, planting trees and creating new green 
areas. We are pleased to see that the proposals 
retain the former Register Office opposite the 
station and the Conservative Club building adjacent 
to the Cattlemarket site. A further round of 
consultation will take place in July, when more 
detailed plans will be available. Watch this space! 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward
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Some thoughts about warmth 

It was on the evening before we expected the 
arrival of Storm Emma, and our screens and radios 
were filled with statistics about depths of snow and 
wind chill, that my home joined the many where an 
exterior pipe froze and the central heating turned 
off. Not what I would have chosen at that time, but 
with the help of a couple of electric heaters, 
blankets, a duvet, a hot water bottle and layers of 
clothing, the dog and I kept warm through that very 
cold night. 

I was grateful the next day for the swift and 
cheerful aid from First Call which sorted out my 
boiler before midday, during a day of work that for 
the engineers had begun before 7 o’clock and 
would continue until late in spite of Emma’s fury. 
All was well for me, but of course there were many 
others not so lucky, as stories of traffic marooned 
for hours on motorways, trains stuck or just not 
running, and emergency services severely tested, 
filled the headlines. 

Perhaps a title about warmth may seem odd, as so 
far the article is about the opposite, but there were 
other stories, too, that concerned it absolutely – 
like those of folk coming out of their homes with 
blankets and hot drinks for stranded motorists, 
people volunteering their four-wheel drive vehicles 
to ferry emergency workers, and other staff 
walking miles in the snow to relieve colleagues for 
night duties. A memory that still makes me smile is 
of people on a motorway bridge lowering supplies 
to others underneath it who had set up a ‘kitchen’ 
providing hot drinks for those in need. 

 

A reminder of that other warmth which 
has nothing to do with temperature and 

everything to do with actions 

 

At our last Lent course session, one discussion 
point was to ask if anyone could recall recent acts 
of kindness, and everyone spoke of neighbours 
who had offered help during the bad weather – a 
further reminder of that other warmth which has 
nothing to do with temperature and everything to 
do with actions. In a cold spell they are more 
evident, but every day and night there are people 
who go out to care for those whose lives are 
dominated by lack of warmth and shelter. In the 
same session we were reminded of the wonderful 
Salvation Army ‘sock lady’ whose simple service to 
rough sleepers made such a difference. Even in all 
our ordinary lives, how often have things been 
made better by a welcome, a smile or a hug, and 
what a difference to a bad day is made just by the 
warmth of hearing a loved voice? 

As usual I am writing in the middle of one month 
for the magazine of the next, and this time it means 
that it will be close to Easter before you read this, 
and, while the commercial one may be enjoyed as a 
time of eggs and bunnies, the Church’s year will 
bring us once again from its day of sacrifice to the 
great acclamation of ’He is risen’. Both sorts, I am 
sure, will be times for friends, families and good 
wishes, so may I add mine? Not only that you may 
enjoy the warmth of spring sunshine, but also 
those welcomes, the smiles and the greetings that 
come from the warmth of the heart. 

Heather Riley 

The women’s refuge 
All over the country there are women fleeing their 
homes, where relationships have broken down, 
who are looking for safety for themselves and their 
children. A refuge is a safe house where women 
and children who are experiencing domestic abuse 
can stay free from fear. Our parish is supporting the 
Winchester Refuge in its work by donating towels 
and toiletries. The following information is from 
The Survivors Handbook produced by Women’s Aid. 

 Any woman who needs to escape from 
domestic abuse can go into a refuge at any 
time. It does not matter whether or not you are 
married to or living with your abuser, or 
whether or not you have children. 

 Refuges don’t generally accept local women as 
this might not be safe. Any refuge accepting a 
woman would have to be a ‘safe’ distance away 
from areas where her abuser has connections. 

 Some refuges have space for many women and 
children and some are small. Some refuges are 
specifically for women from particular ethnic or 
cultural backgrounds (for example, Black, Asian 
or South American women). 

 If you have children, you can take them with 
you. There are some refuges that have self-
contained family units but most refuges will 
usually give you your own room for yourself to 
share with your children. Other spaces (the 
living room, TV room, kitchen, playroom and 
possibly the bathroom) will be shared with 
other residents. 

 You will be expected to cook for yourself and 
your children. It is up to you and the other 
refuge residents whether or not you share 
cooking or eat together at meal times. You can 
be as self-contained or as sociable as you wish. 

 Refuges also have their own codes of conduct 
regarding the day-to-day running of the house. 
These usually cover things like bedtimes for 
children, incoming telephone calls and rotas for 
using the washing machine. 

Thank you to everyone who has generously 
donated towels and toiletries for use at the refuge. 

Maureen Charles
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Eco Church 
A wildlife survey of the grounds of St Paul’s has 
been undertaken as part of our Eco Church project 
and an assessment made of the potential for 
increasing the variety of habitats. This is not just to 
enhance our Eco Church status, but with a real 
desire to encourage local wildlife, which has been 
diminishing nationally year on year for decades. 

We have to consider all aspects of health and 
safety for the many users of the site and take into 
account how Building for Life will change what is 
there, staging the work (as well as the likely cost) in 
phases. The first phase, of placing bird nesting 
boxes, was urgent as birds were already seeking 
safe and sheltered places, so this was completed  
on 13 February. You can see the three donated  
tit boxes in the trees on the east side of the  
church. Birds are wary of anything new in their 
environment, so we may not see any nesting this 
year – but we may be lucky. 

The next phase is to collect items to build a 
bug/insect mansion in the spring and we are now 
appealing for forgotten things in your sheds or 
gardens such as wood, old bamboo canes, loose 
bark, straw and terracotta flower pots. Please 
contact me (norma.goodwin@ btinternet.com) or 
Max Priesemann (priesemann@web.de). It’s hoped 
that building the structure using several pallets will 
be done by children supervised by practical adults. 
As the weather improves we plan to continue 
making habitats with log piles, a slow-worm shelter 
and a winter residence for hedgehogs. We also 
intend plug planting and sowing native wild flowers 
and eventually planting native shrubs. 

Several areas are potentially hazardous for working 
due to steep slopes, so no further work will be 
done on the front bank. Some of the habitats 
mentioned can be placed behind the hall and 
kitchen and on the far side of the fence of the 
children’s playground. We hope this project will 
involve the whole spectrum of ages of our 
congregation, whether with practical help, advice, 
research, observation or donations. Please get  
in touch! 

Norma Goodwin, Eco Church representative 

Christian Aid Week 
During Christian Aid Week, 
people come together from all 
walks of life to step out in 
support of the world’s poorest 

communities. These communities desperately need 
our help, and I need YOURS – now more than ever. 
Every year, within our parish there are fewer 
volunteers, yet here in Winchester is one of the 
richest harvests to gather in, given by God. 

Collecting during Christian Aid Week is a classic 
example of ‘every little helps’. Even if you can 
deliver and collect envelopes in just one road this 
year, it will make all the difference to someone, 
somewhere, whose circumstances are more fragile 
than we can perhaps ever really comprehend. 

Jesus tells us that we will always have the poor and 
commands that we look after them, that we ‘open 
our hands to the poor and needy’ – that we do 
something. Christian Aid Week is a wonderful 
opportunity to embrace and respond to Jesus’ 
calling and demonstrate a generosity that is not 
only financial, but also of our time and effort and 
energy. As a parish we talk of going ‘beyond 
ourselves’. For me, knocking on doors for Christian 
Aid Week is going beyond myself; it’s certainly 
beyond my comfort zone. But I figure that the more 
uncomfortable I feel, the further I have travelled 
from myself. And if I’m traveling away from myself, 
then surely I’m travelling towards others. 

Please consider prayerfully whether you will join 
me on this journey. The harvest is there, and the 
time is coming to gather it in. Let’s not waste it. For 
more information contact 07952 236887 or 
juliemichaela@gmail.com. 

Julie Sharp 

Good Neighbours 
If you haven’t got a car, or family living close by, 
getting about and doing small practical tasks can be 
difficult and costly. That’s when a Good Neighbours 
group is such a help. Winchester Good Neighbours 
have extended their services to Weeke, Harestock 
and South Wonston. They offer services such as 
driving people to and from hospital, GP and other 
medical appointments; visiting and befriending; 
doing small practical tasks in the home like 
changing a light bulb or tuning a TV; shopping; 
collecting library books and prescriptions – 
anything a good neighbour would do. 

Lou Lewis, leader of Winchester Good Neighbours, 
has been involved for almost ten years and has 
seen what a difference it makes not just to clients 
but also to volunteers: ‘It helps keep people 
independent and connected to their local 
community. We all enjoy helping those who  
clearly want to live their life to the full as long as 
possible. We would be delighted to hear from 
anyone interested in finding out how they might 
get involved.’ 

It doesn’t have to be a regular commitment; if you 
can spare only a few hours a month, the group 
would still like to hear from you. Please ring 08450 
948946 and the duty Team Co-ordinator will be 
happy to explain how you can become a member 
of this vital service – or how Winchester Good 
Neighbours could help you.  
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Risen! The Musical  A group called Mustard Seed 
Songs put on a lively performance of this musical at 
Western Church School on 27 February, with our 
parish happily offering some financial support. 
There was a lot of dancing and singing and 
interactive songs, and the children loved it. Risen! 
presented a simple story of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Mustard Seed had been travelling 
around the country and had been to St Faith’s 
School the previous day; they were pleased to have 
been able to visit two schools in Winchester. 

Joseph social  We met in the parish rooms on  
10 March to watch the video of the Joseph 
performance recorded at the day workshop run by 
Bronwen Dixie on 3 February. The children enjoyed 
seeing themselves on film, as they hadn’t been able 
to see what a great effect they created whilst 
actually in the show. We all enjoyed pizzas, with 
table tennis and football afterwards. The video will 
soon be available on our website. 

Mothering Sunday  In preparation, Vera and I 
helped the children’s groups in the hall to make 
flowers from paper and card, and we asked them 
to think about how they would complete the 
sentence, ‘I love my mummy because ...’ On 
Mothering Sunday, 11 March, these children and 
many others were given the paper flowers and 
invited to put them into vases made of card. There 
were some lovely comments from the children 
about the things their mothers did for them. 
(Before the children read them out in the service, I 
put parents’ minds at rest by saying that the 
comments were all positive – we had checked!) 

Confirmation preparation  Our sessions with four 
young people have been going well. We’ve had 
some good discussions on the person of Jesus and 
the meaning of the cross, and we watched a really 
good film about the Holy Spirit which used simple 
language and had wonderful artwork. Olli Wilson-
Smith and Aaron Burrows, our youth assistants, 
have been helping with these sessions as they are 
also going to be confirmed by David Williams, 
Bishop of Basingstoke, on 22 April. 

New Wine, 4–11 August at Bath and West 
Showground. I have booked a couple of nights at a 
hotel near the showground so that I can be there 
with our church group for three days. There is still 
time to book to go on this wonderful Christian 
holiday, with many activities for children, and 
discussion groups, worship and much more for  
the adults. Please do contact Susie Richardson, 
susannahrichardson@hotmail.co.uk, 07813 
641646, or me about this if you’d like to  
know more. 

Scramblers (pre-school age)  One Sunday the 
children talked about Jesus’ cross and then made 
some crosses with various craft materials. 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–4)  
One week the children made some lovely stained 
glass windows out of tracing paper, with images of 
the cross on them. 

Youth training  Aaron and I have attended some 
training sessions at St Barnabas’ Church. One of 
them focused on discussion of what our youth 
work is about and what we want for our Christian 
young people. It was good for us both to meet 
youth workers from different churches in 
Winchester and beyond, and compare experiences. 

Westgate Lower School  I regularly take assemblies 
at the school and always play my guitar. My guitar 
teacher kindly accompanies me, plus playing music 
as the pupils come in and go out. The children love 
singing lively action songs with the guitars as well 
as listening to stories with lots of visual aids. The 
most recent one was about Zacchaeus in the tree, 
and Jesus calling him down. We used a real live 
(small) tree with a teddy Zacchaeus who didn’t 
seem to want to stay in the tree – the children 
thought this was very funny. The theme I drew out 
was that Jesus was kind to Zacchaeus, who then 
changed to become a kind person himself. We had 
good discussions about what being kind meant and 
how we could do it. 

St Paul’s @ 4  This informal family service has been 
continuing on the third Sunday of each month. We 
have had a good number each time, with different 
people coming. Everyone stays for sandwiches, 
cake and chat afterwards. In February the theme 
was the parable of the house built on the rock. We 
made houses from Lego bricks then put one on 
sand and one on rocks. The children had great fun 
building the sand and stone mounds. When they 
poured water over both, they saw the house on 
stone remain steady and the sand one collapsed – 
very good visual effects. The problem will be how 
to follow that for our next service! 

Mary Copping

Coming up 

Sun 15 Apr, 4 pm 
St Paul’s @ 4 
family service, 
‘The Good 
Samaritan’, with 
tea afterwards 

4–11 Aug 
New Wine holiday at 
Bath and West 
Showground 

Sun 22 Apr, 9.30 am 
Confirmation service 
for young people 
and adults 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 

07834 777365 
sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 
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There is life after stroke! 
 

Winchester Stroke Support Group 
offers support and activities for  
people who have had a stroke. 

 
We would welcome more members 

to join our small, friendly group. 
 

Monday afternoons, 2–4 pm 
St Barnabas’ Church Hall 

Fromond Road, Weeke 
Winchester, SO22 6AP 

 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Jean Gardner, local magazine 
distribution 
853482 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden/health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch.
uk 
852591 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to St 
Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

There are those who hear God 

and those who haven’t yet realised that they hear him. 


