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Peace and joy 
this Christmas 
and New Year! 
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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Front cover: Milli McGregor, Mother and child 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a drink 
and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 849186, 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café, usually meeting 
on the second Friday of the month, 9.30 am–noon 
in St Paul’s, for real coffee, homemade cakes  
and a chat (donations for Building for Life); 
children welcome 

 Daytime book group usually on the first Monday 
of the month, 2.30 pm; please contact Talia 
Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly;  
new members welcome; please contact James 
Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the parish 
rooms; all welcome 

 Wednesday homegroup, meeting weekly, 7.45 pm; 
please contact Susie Richardson, 07813 641646 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly,  
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene 
Casey, 808776 

Children and young 
people welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am 
Family Communion for all ages with DIY 
crèche and band (opportunity for 
children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children 
and young people (five different age-
groups) plus a DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family 
service with craft activities at 4 pm 
every third Sunday of the month, with 
refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are 
interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 
844878, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the 
week with pre-school and toddler 
groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 
9.30–11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–
2.15 pm in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 
886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they are by 
Rebecca Castle, Mary Copping, Taz 
Eames, Harriet Hide, Gill Longman, Ursula 
Payne, Gary Ruffell and Vicki Tibbitts. 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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From the rector 
 

 
  

Dear friends, 

The autumn fayre was again a triumph. So many folk said how much they valued having it in St 
Paul’s itself with all the extra space available – a real endorsement of the enhanced facilities that 
Building for Life sets out to achieve. (Do see the encouraging update on p. 12.) Thank you to all who 
supported this event and particularly to the stallholders. Vera Edwards in her characteristically 
enthusiastic and imaginative way took the lead again and enabled this splendid fayre. She has run it 
for an amazing 10 years and has decided now is the time to step down. Vera, we thank you 
wholeheartedly for your enduring commitment and hard work. 

Remembrance Sunday was special in both churches. The large red and white poppies outside  
were much appreciated, and the falling petals during the two-minute silence at St Paul’s were an 
added feature. 

I picked up a number of striking quotes as I listened to the radio and television: ‘The power of 
kindness in a time of darkness.’ ‘Europe is no longer war-torn but it is fractured.’ ‘There’s an 
extraordinary danger today of polarisation.’ ‘We live in a world of mistakes but with checks and 
balances.’ Together we can go on thinking about the lessons from the past for our own day and for 
the future, especially after our respective lives on earth have ended. 

When I was at Peter Symonds College recently, for my regular Monday lunchtime visit, I had a 
fascinating conversation with the staff in the Religious Studies Department. We were talking about 
the difference between secular mindfulness and Christian meditation. They expressed concern 
about how many of the students are completely wedded to their phones and high levels of constant 
interaction. We realised that we older adults are also vulnerable. I found myself thinking about 
Bible texts that encourage stillness and silence. The ones that struck me are Psalm 46: 10, ‘Be still, 
and know that I am God’, and Revelation 8: 1, ‘There was silence in heaven for about half an hour’. 

I hope as you navigate your way through the coming weeks of December that amidst the 
commercial side of these pre-Christmas days you have enough space to ponder the extraordinary 
mystery of God, the creator of all that is, coming to live on earth as a human being. It is a quite 
stupendous event which changes everything. It becomes a new reality for each of us each year – so 
much more than the remembering of a long-ago event in history. 

The parish Christmas card should reach you soon – either through your door or, for those who live 
outside the parish, at church. Part of what I write there is a timely reminder of looking beyond 
ourselves again this Christmas. The giving of presents to loved ones is part of this; our charitable 
giving to those in need is equally important. Can I invite you please to be as generous as you can 
when you come to our lovely Christmas carols service on Saturday 15 December and our many 
other services. I look forward to seeing you soon. 

With every good wish and my prayers, 

 
 

Christmas cards 

For sale at the parish office and at the back of 
church on Sundays – wonderful designs painted 
by professional artist Milli McGregor, who 
worships with us at St Paul’s and kindly donated 
the artwork. £3.50 for a pack of 8 with 
envelopes, raising funds for Building for Life. 
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Sat 1 

Parish Advent quiet day 
Wisdom Centre, Romsey,  
9.30 am–4 pm 

Theremin performance by 
Lydia Kavina 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sun 2 

Advent carol service 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Mon 3 

Book group 
Bereweeke Avenue, 2.30 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Tues 4 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 5 

Advent course 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Women’s group Christmas 
supper 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Thurs 6 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Christmas carols rehearsal 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sun 9 

Christingle service 
St Paul’s, 5 pm 

Mon 10 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Peter Symonds carol service 
Cathedral, 7.30 pm 

Tues 11 
Western Church School Year 4 
Christingle 
St Paul’s, 2 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 12 
Advent course 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Finance committee 
Orchard End, 7.15 pm 

Christmas carols rehearsal 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 13 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 14 

St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up 
café 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am–noon 

Sat 15 

Children’s Christmas workshop 
St Paul’s, 10 am–noon 

Carol service 
Bereweeke Court, 2.30 pm 

Christmas carol service, 
followed by mulled wine 
St Paul’s, 6.30 pm 

Sun 16 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service, 
‘The birth of Jesus’ 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Mon 17 

Carol service 
Eastacre, 2.30 pm 

Tues 18 

Western Church School KS2 
carol service 
St Paul’s, 6 pm 

Carol singing round the parish, 
followed by mulled wine 
St Paul’s, 6 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 19 

Advent course 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Thurs 20 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

 
 
 
 
Fri 21 

Under-fives’ Christmas 
celebration 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Night of Light 
St Peter’s, 5–8 pm 

Sat 22 

Animal nativity, followed by 
hot chocolate 
Outside St Paul’s, 10 am 

Mon 24 

Nativity service (children in 
costume) 
St Paul’s, 3 for 3.30 pm 

Midnight Eucharist 
St Paul’s, 11.30 pm 

Tues 25 

Christmas Holy Communion 
St Matthew’s, 8 am 

Christmas Family Communion 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Holy Communion with carols 
St Matthew’s, 11.15 am 

Sun 30 

Sorry, no 8 am service 
due to clergy post-Christmas 
break 

  

Diary dates 

D E C E M B E R 
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Sun 6 

Epiphany Family Communion 
(with incense) 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Mon 7 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Tues 8 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 9 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 10 

Deadline for February 
magazine articles 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 11 

St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up 
café 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am–noon 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group social 
Hickory Drive, 7.30 pm 

Mon 14 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Tues 15 

Property committee 
Parish rooms, 9 am 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 16 

Children’s work team 
Bereweeke Avenue, 7.45 pm 

Thurs 17 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 18 

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins 

Sun 20 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service, 
‘David and Goliath’ 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Mon 21 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Tues 22 

Faith Development group 
Parish rooms, 11 am 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 23 

Space in the City begins, 
speaker Mark Byford 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Thurs 24 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 27 

Conversion of St Paul 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Bring and share lunch 
St Paul’s, 12.30 pm 

Taizé service 
Cathedral, 6 pm 

Tues 29 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 30 

Space in the City, speaker 
Mark Byford 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Sat 2 

Bugsy Malone musical 
workshop for children and 
young people 
St Paul’s, 9 am–4.30 pm, with 
performance at 5 pm 

Fri 22 

‘The Winchester Connection’ 
wine tasting 
Pheasants Way, Sarum Road, 
7.30 pm, tickets £17.50 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday services: 
December Bible readings 
2 Dec 
9 Dec 
16 Dec 
23 Dec 
30 Dec 

Jeremiah 33: 14–16; Luke 21: 25–36 [p. 735] 
Baruch 5: 1–9; Luke 3: 1–6 [p. 738] 
Zephaniah 3: 14–20; Luke 3: 7–18 [p. 741] 
Micah 5: 2–5a; Luke 1: 39–45 [p. 744] 
1 Samuel 2: 18–20, 26; Luke 2: 41–52 [p. 762] 

January Bible readings 

6 Jan 
13 Jan 
20 Jan 
27 Jan 

Isaiah 60: 1–6; Matthew 2: 1–12 [p. 771] 
Isaiah 43: 1–7; Luke 3: 15–17, 21–22 [p. 775] 
1 Corinthians 12: 1–11; John 2: 1–11 [p. 779] 
Acts 9: 1–22; Matthew 19: 27–30 [p. 1104] 

 

  

J A N U A R Y 

F E B R U A R Y 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Christopher and 
Clifford Browne, Roger 
Falkingham, Judy Golding, Andrew 
James, Julia Jones, Laura Liepins, 
Isla McGregor, Anna McKenzie, 
Emma and Mark Miller, Kate 

Morgan, Les Scott, Jane Seal and 
Sheila Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Joy Hart. 

 

 

 

 
Advent booklets  Do pick up one of these at the 
back of St Paul’s or St Matthew’s, with a reading for 
every day in Advent, to aid our prayers. 
 
Parish Advent quiet day ‘From darkness into light’ 
at Wisdom House, Romsey, on Sat 1 December, 
9.30 am–4 pm. The retreat leader, Maggie 
Guillebaud, is an Anglican priest and former 
member of the Arts Council; she has a particular 
interest in early Christianity. The cost, including a 
light lunch, coffees and teas, is £24. Contact  
Mary Copping, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org,  
07921 886016. 
 
Faith in older age  The Institute for Theological 
Partnerships is hosting a presentation by Rev Dr 
James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College, 
exploring the nature of ageing well and how 
theology can make a distinctive contribution to our 
understanding and nurture of human flourishing in 
old age. Wed 5 December, 7 pm, Room 9, 
University of Winchester Business School; contact 
joanna.wilson@winchester.ac.uk to book (free). 
 
Women’s group Christmas supper  Wed 5 
December, 7 pm at the Roebuck (2 courses £20,  
3 courses £23): julia.seal@ntlworld.com, 854849. 
 
Winchester Fusion Choir  presents a Christmas 
charity concert at St Peter’s on Fri 7 December, 
7.30 pm, in aid of St Vincent de Paul for families, 
Winchester Youth Counselling and Piam-Brown 
Ward (Wessex children’s cancer charity). For tickets 
(£7.50 and selling fast), please see Veronica 
Sulzmann at St Paul’s or contact 
fusionchoirconcerttickets@gmail.com. 
 
Christingle service  St Paul’s, Sun 9 
December, 5 pm. This atmospheric 
service became popular in Britain in the  
late 1960s but originated in Germany in the 1700s. 
The orange represents the world, the candle Jesus, 
the red ribbon Christ’s blood, and the sweets God’s 
creation or the four seasons.  

Children’s Christmas workshop at St Paul’s, Sat 15 
December, 10 am–noon, making decorations for 
the church and Christmas cards, icing biscuits, 
songs, Christmas story and refreshments.  
 
Charity Christmas cards representing 50+ charities 
are on sale at the Guildhall tourist information 
centre, Monday–Saturday, 10 am–4.45 pm. Credit 
cards now accepted; all proceeds to charity.  
 
Space in the City  The New Year series of talks, The 
Annunciation: A Pilgrim’s Quest, will be given by 
Mark Byford at the United Church on Wednesdays 
23 and 30 January and 6 February, 12.30–1 pm (no 
entrance charge).  
 
Training for volunteer bereavement visitors  
Winchester Bereavement Support is planning a 
course in January to March 2019. If you might like 
to take part, please contact 620010 or 
secretary@winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk.  
 
‘Bugsy Malone’ musical 
workshop at St Paul’s on 
Sat 2 February, 9 am–
4.30 pm, followed by a 
performance at 5 pm. 
The leader will be 
Bronwen Dixie, a dance 
teacher and 
choreographer who 
works at Chichester 
Stage School and in 
musical theatre. Open to 
all children and young people, Year 1 upwards (no 
church links required). Singing and drama will be 
interspersed with activities and games. To take 
part, please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. There are lots of 
children signed up already; it’s proving very 
popular. We hope that many from Western, our 
church school, will be involved, as they have  
been with shows and music/drama workshops in 
the past. 

Coming up 

Family feedback 
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Eco Church 
What we did well a few generations ago 

Our great-grandparents lived at a time when 
resources were scarce. Re-using and repairing 
everything possible was the norm. Compared to us, 
their generation used far less energy and fewer 
materials. As the economy grew, many resources 
became easily available, but this was at the 
expense of using ever more energy and raw 
materials. Now we have reached a point where we 
waste so many single-use items and depend on 
electricity even for such things as reading the news 
or opening a bottle of wine. 

Realising that our earth has limits and that there is 
no other planet we can hop over to when this one 
is exhausted, your Eco Church team has proposed 
to run a series of short articles ‘looking forwards to 
the past’ to use old ideas to save resources. 

Back then, people returned milk bottles, lemonade 
bottles and beer bottles to the shop where they 
bought them. The shop sent them back to the plant 
to be washed, sterilised and refilled, so the same 

 

bottles could be used over and over again. Even 
better than recycling – bottles were actually  
re-used. 

Max Priesemann, Eco Church representative 

To be continued .... 

 

One lightbulb at a time? 
If we are told that we can 
bring climate change to a 
halt by changing the 
lightbulbs in our house, it 
sounds out of all proportion 
to the massive and complex 
problem of global warming. 

But our small action is part 
of the solution. 

When we turn on the ignition in our car we don’t 
intend to harm the Earth – let alone cause the Sixth 
Mass Extinction Event in the history of life on this 
planet. But harm to Earth is precisely what is 
happening. 

Our individual carbon emissions may be statistically 
and morally insignificant, but when you multiply 
them millions and billions of times they are a 
collective act of ecological destruction. Coral 
bleaching isn’t just happening over yonder, on the 
Central Barrier Reef; it’s happening whenever you 
switch on the air conditioning. In short, everything 
is interconnected.  

Our one small action to cut emissions has  
serious consequences when it is multiplied many 
times over. 

Going back to light bulbs. The ‘old’ 40-watt light 
bulbs used 40 watts of electricity when they were 

switched on. ‘New’ LED 
bulbs use 4 watts to give 
the same light. That’s 90% 
less electricity being used. 
Try counting the lightbulbs 
in your house. Multiply that 
by the roughly 30 million 
households in the UK, and 
maybe 2 billion households 
worldwide. If all switched to 

LED light bulbs that would make a really significant 
impact on the electricity used, and greenhouse 
gases emitted. 

New Year is the time for resolutions. What small 
action can each one of us take to save the planet 
together?  

 

What small action can each one of us 
take to save the planet together? 

 

For some ideas and suggestions to help heal our 
‘common home’, take a look at Green Christian’s 
‘Nine ways to live gently on the Earth’ leaflet: 
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/wp-content/ 
uploads/leaflet/nine-ways.pdf. 

Courtesy greenchristian.org.uk 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Paraphrased updates from 
websites and letters on the 
charities we support. 

Mission to Seafarers  Every day 
over 90% of world trade is 

carried by sea, providing work to 1.5 million 
seafarers. It is a truly international industry: in 
today’s global market you may have a Greek-
owned vessel, registered in Malta, with officers 
from India and a mixed crew from Thailand, 
Indonesia, Vanuatu and the Philippines. It is also 
one of the world’s most dangerous occupations; in 
2017, there were 2,611 casualties. The rate of 
suicide for international seafarers is triple that of 
shore workers and they are 26 times more likely to 
be killed at work. Incidents of piracy may have hit 
an 18-year-low at the end of 2016, but an increase 
in kidnappings in parts of Asia and West Africa, and 
the return of activity in Somalia (over 40 seafarers 
kidnapped by Somali pirates have been held for 
three years), shows the risks should not be 
underestimated. There are 50,054 ships in the 
global fleet. 

The mission daily receives woolly hats, scarves and 
gloves from fabulous knitters. Each item is a symbol 
of love and friendship that transcends language 
barriers and cultural differences. The item of 
clothing that you knit – the work of your hands – 
will bring warmth, comfort and a token of your 
appreciation to men and women who supply us 
with most of the things we use every day. Knitting 
pioneer Elizabeth Zimmermann wrote, ‘Properly 
practised, knitting soothes the troubled spirit, and it 
doesn’t hurt the untroubled spirit either’. 

‘I am writing to gratefully acknowledge your kind 
donation of £250. Life at sea is a hidden one where 
people often spend up to a year away from home. 
Such a hidden life can mean that human rights are 
not respected, basic needs are not met and 
loneliness becomes a constant companion. That is 
why we will never tire in our commitment to the 
people we serve. Our supporters are the only 
reason we are able to offer the help and support 
we do. Your goodwill and generosity are hugely 
important in our efforts to ensure seafarers across 
the globe are not forgotten. Because of you the 
seafarers’ living conditions have improved, 
unscrupulous ship owners have been held to 
account, families reunited and loved ones brought 
home. This is a legacy you should feel proud of.’ 

Jean Gardner co-ordinates the parish’s knitters; 
please contact her on 853482 if you would like to 
help with this worthwhile work. 

Trinity Centre, Winchester addresses the effects of 
homelessness and vulnerability through specialist 
practical and emotional support, proactive 
prevention and empowering positive change. The 
centre helps people vulnerable to the effects of 
homelessness, addiction, physical and mental ill 
health, poverty, social isolation and domestic abuse 
by offering solutions, hope, choice and control. Staff 
give advice and information on benefits, housing, 
alcohol/drug use, harm minimisation; signpost to 
other services; provide breakfasts and hot lunches; 
and run onsite healthcare including mental health. 
There is a full learning programme, with skills 
development and a job club; and recreational 
activities such as a gardening club and cookery 
classes. There are also shower facilities, a laundry 
and clothing supplies. Trinity’s dedicated Women’s 
Service sees about 150 women a year, in many 
cases enabling them to break free from the 
damaging cycle of domestic abuse. 

‘Thank you for your incredibly generous gift of 
£250. We could not continue to offer the wide 
range of services to over 600 people every year 
without the ongoing support we have from local 
individuals, companies and churches; we are so 
grateful that you once again thought of us.’ 

Trinity is one of the ‘poverty’ charities we as a 
congregation voted to support. If you would like to 
help in any way, I would be pleased to talk to you. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 

Compassion UK  I think a number of us already 
sponsor a child through Compassion UK. In 
November we had an inspiring talk after the 9.30 
service, given by John and Sally Anniss, who have 
not only sponsored children through this scheme 
but actually travelled to Haiti to meet them and to 
see the wonderful results of their sponsorship. 
Compassion UK provides a financial grant, 
opportunities for education and, above all, 
Christian teaching and fellowship for children in 
developing countries. 

I myself have played a small part in this scheme for 
a number of years. One of the great joys is to get 
letters from one’s sponsored child, which are full of 
news of the child’s family, activities, home life, 
animals, favourite games and many other 
endearing details. The letter always includes a 
spiritual message and a favourite Bible verse, along 
with assurances the child is praying for me and 
wanting to hear details of my life. I thoroughly 
recommend Compassion UK as a means of making 
a real difference in a heart-warming way. 

Christopher Seaman 
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Faith development 
 

Full of faith 
This year’s Advent course at St Matthew’s is about 
how we can experience fullness of the Christian 
faith in our busy and messy lives. With four 
different leaders, the Wednesday morning  
sessions are: 

28 Nov Heather Riley, ‘Hummingbird or Arctic Fox?’ 
5 Dec  Michael Joseph, ‘Murdstone or Peggotty?’ 
12 Dec  Talia Hedstrom, ‘Rotten or Ripe?’ 
19 Dec  Gary Ruffell, ‘Desert or Oasis?’ 

We will begin at 10 am prompt and finish at 10.50, 
as Holy Communion starts at 11, for those 
intending to stay. Course booklets cost £3.75 and 
need to be paid for on the day; Heather will have 
them available at the first session. Books for 
subsequent weeks can be ordered from me on 
852681, to be ready for the following sessions, and 
money given to the course leader. All are welcome. 

Christine Bennett 

Advent memory tree 
As November draws to a close, we  
are filled with a very real sense of  
Remembrance. From the poignancy of  
All Saints and All Souls through the  
commemorations of the centenary of  
Armistice Day there has been much to  
remind of us of those ‘who rejoice with  
us but on another shore’. 

As we move towards the glorious  
celebration of Christmas there can be a  
sense of loneliness and some sorrow  
when we reminisce about those special  
people who will no longer join us round  
the festal lunch table. 

This year, we will once again have our Advent 
Memory Tree in St Paul’s: a special tree that will be 
placed at the back of the church in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. Gift tags will be available 
for people to write the name of individuals they will 
be remembering in the holiday season. It’s 
somewhere our congregation and the local 
community can come in pilgrimage to reflect, to 
pray and to physically mark the memory of 
departed but still cherished family and friends. 

The cards will be removed in the New Year and 
brought to the altar during the Epiphany service on 
Sunday 6 January. Do encourage your friends and 
neighbours to visit – especially anyone who finds 
this a difficult time of year. There will be no charge 
for dedicating a card to a loved one – we want 
people to visit freely and our tree to be weighed 
down with love and precious memories. 

Seeking calm? Peace? 
Come to Night of Light 

Night of Light has been running at St Peter’s, Jewry 
Street, for several years now. For me it’s one of  
the most calming, spirit-filled moments of the  
year … don’t be put off by denominational labels. 
Lovely people welcome you at the church door and 
give you an unlit candle. You take it to the front of 
the church and light it from one of the other 
flickering flames. 

Then just sit or kneel, pray, think your own 
thoughts and leave when you’re ready. Quiet piano 
music washes over you. Gaze at the candlelight or 
the crib scene under the altar. Stay for two minutes 
or two hours. There’s no service, no liturgy; just 
space to sit and be. The atmosphere is quiet, but 
don’t be afraid to take young children: they will be 
mesmerised, and you don’t need to stay long. 

This year Night of Light is on Friday 21 December. 
Drop in anytime between 5 and 8 pm. 

Gill Longman 

 

  

Tomorrow’s priests 
will be 

people able to listen, to whom every individual matters, 
even those of no social or political importance, 

people in whom you can confide, 

people who practise the holy folly of trying to bear 
not only their own burdens, but also the next person’s, 

people who, though they have the wherewithal 
and are no weaklings,  

do not join in the desperate neurotic pursuit 
of money, enjoyment and other painkillers 

for the dreadful disappointment of existence, 

but prove by their lives that voluntary abnegation  
out of love for the crucified is possible and liberating. 

Karl Rahner, Servants of the Lord, adapted 

Can anyone in the Church of 
England type? Seen in the 
notice sheet of a City of 
London church and requiring 
only a tap of the space bar to 
tell the good ladies of the 
parish that their Wednesday 
fellowship meeting would ‘be 
gin with prayer’. 



10 |  

  

  

  

  

Puzzlers’ club at 
St Matthew’s 

Baptism of Evie Brown and  
Ewan and Faye Traynor-Brown 

Friends readathon  
at St Matthew’s 

St Paul’s autumn fayre 
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Remembrance Sunday 

Coffee Pot and pre-school 

Compassion UK talk 
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Building for Life  
2018 was always going to be a make or break year 
for our ambitious Building for Life programme at St 
Paul’s. As we move into Advent and prepare to 
celebrate the coming of God’s greatest gift, we give 
thanks for the numerous contributions and 
donations we have received this year. 
Notwithstanding the need for further work and 
fund-raising in the coming months, we can say with 
heartfelt gratitude that 2018 has truly helped make 
and shape our appeal. 

Legacies  Funding for our current 
Building for Life programme was 
kick-started by the generous Wilkins 
bequest. That allowed us to turn 
dreams into solid proposals and has 
provided a firm foundation for all 
our subsequent fund-raising. The 
hot-off-the-press news as this 
magazine goes to print is that our 
funding is likely to receive a boost from another 
legacy in the New Year. This is encouraging news 
indeed, and a reminder that legacies are a natural 
part of our Christian stewardship: a way of giving 
thanks to God for the gifts of our lifetime. 

Grants  Applications to charities and grant-making 
trusts have underpinned our fund-raising work this 
year. In January we held a workshop on producing 
funding applications and from this our grants team 
emerged. Our first application went off in January 
to the Garfield Weston Foundation and others have 
followed in a steady stream throughout the year. 

The grants process is long: some organisations 
require pre-application data before we are even 
allowed to formally seek a grant. Other bodies of 
trustees meet only quarterly. So it can easily be six 
months from the time we work on an application to 
learning whether or not we have been successful. 
In fact our ‘hit’ rate is commendably high; we have 
become astute at recognising organisations where 
we have a good fit, and we work extraordinarily 
hard to ensure high-quality, relevant applications. 
To date we have received pledges worth £127,000 
from seven organisations. Applications or pre-
applications are ‘in’ on three others and we are 
drafting another five. 

Huge thanks to Bryony Blazeby, who was appointed 
part-time Grants Administrator in January. She has 
worked tirelessly seeking out potential funding 

sources, co-ordinating our team of volunteers and 
managing the application process. 

Community support  Our Community Day in May 
raised £4,775. This prepared the ground for our 
community appeal letter, which was delivered to 
2,600 homes the following month. So far £4,750 
has been raised as a direct result – and money still 
comes in from local people who want to support 
and be a part of our fund-raising. This month’s 
Christmas card, which will be delivered to every 

home in the parish, will be a  
further reminder that the parish 
church belongs to everyone in  
the community. 

Our JustGiving community hub 
appeal was launched in July and has 
raised £1,520 so far. 

Congregational fund-raising and events  
Much of the fund-raising from our congregation 
was pledged in summer 2017, when our appeal was 
launched. Those pledges have been honoured and 
received throughout this year and we give thanks 
for the ongoing generosity of our regular 
worshippers. 

A generous offer to match donations in September 
(after a similar one the year before) helped ensure 
that the Clarendon Way walk this year raised over 
£13,000. Other events during 2018 included the 
Friends’ talk ‘When I was a prison governor’, wine 
tasting, a raffle at a Winchester Camerata concert, 
a garden party in St Cross, Ride + Stride and the 
ongoing Coffee Pot pop-up café. 

Building preparations  Spring was a busy time for 
moving the project through various important 
planning milestones. We received the Faculty 
(diocesan permission) in March and formal 
planning permission from Winchester City Council 
in May. Between those two, preliminary 
archaeological investigations were completed. 

Next steps  We move into the New Year with  
just over £200,000 needed to reach our total of 
£850,000. We hope a good part of this will come 
from outstanding grant applications but we need 
some concerted prayer and still some more from 
you, our congregation – money, practical support 
to help us raise money, and any new ideas you  
may have. 

Building for Life team 

As we move into 
Advent and prepare to 
celebrate the coming 
of God’s greatest gift, 

we give thanks 

God matters. God’s world matters. We matter to God. 
David Jenkins, former Bishop of Durham 
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Some thoughts about angels 
 
I must confess that I am not sure what I believe 
about angels, as I find that the notion of beings 
who guard and serve with flowing robes, halos, 
wings and harps is difficult. And Milton’s vision of 
the one who chose to reign in hell rather than serve 
in heaven is even more challenging. However, as 
part of the wonder of our faith, I love those that I 
know best, like the two in St Matthew’s vestry 
looking on as I care for the 
flowers – making sure I am 
safe or even, perhaps, that  
my efforts are worthy of so 
special a place. More than 
these, however, I live with five 
angels at home – three of 
whom have special roles at 
Christmas, and two who look 
down every day from the wall 
in the dining room. 

My first is less than 6 inches 
tall, came from a German 
market more than 50 years 
ago and has been at the top of 
family Christmas trees ever 
since. During that time she has 
had two new dresses and now 
has sparkling wings like a 
butterfly, which came from 
the decoration of a rather 
elegant cracker. During those 
years there have been new homes, new trees and 
new decorations, but she has always been there 
and will be again this year to greet grandchildren, 
the young men and women visiting who have 
known her all their lives. 

The other two Christmas angels are quite small too. 
Carved from wood and with silver wings, they  
will watch over the nativity figures on the high 
windowsill at St Matthew’s as they have done since 

long before I had charge of them. I have often 
wondered when they first arrived there, as an 
interesting clue to their age comes from the boxes 
in which they were packed: one from ‘The Machine 
Bread Bakery, Staple Gardens, supplying iced cakes 
of flavours orange, walnut, chocolate, pineapple, 
raspberry, etc.’, and the other once having held  
‘1 dozen “B” size Brasso (7½d)’. 

My last angels came from  
my grandfather, who was a 
carpenter and cabinet  
maker whose hobby was 
woodcarving. I am keeper of 
his work now, and these are 
pictures that were given to 
him, so he enjoyed making 
their unusual arched frames, 
decorated with his favourite 
pheasant-eye narcissus. Again, 
they are quite small and in the 
style I associate with the 19th 
century when prints were 
sometimes mounted on thin 
stone. Theirs are those flowing 
robes, halos and wings, while 
one has a small musical 
instrument, and they carry the 
inscriptions Venite adoremus 
and Pax vobiscum. 

So as another Christmas approaches with its usual 
mixture of preparations, from the commercial to 
the timeless thanksgiving of our faith, three of my 
angels will play their part in the decoration of a 
family tree and a parish church. From the others, 
however, will come words for the world – the 
invitation to come and worship the new born child, 
and the offer of the gift of peace. 

Heather Riley 

The pre-school and the Coffee Pot 
 
Last month we were delighted when Silvia Brown, 
supervisor at St Paul’s Pre-school, approached 
Mary Copping to see if it would be possible for the 
pre-school children to join some church activities 
regularly that involved some ‘older’ people. (The 
definition is loose and by no means intended to 
cause offence!!). This sort of integration of young 
and old has recently been proven to be beneficial 
to both groups, physically and mentally, as some of 
you may have seen on Channel 4. 

The St Paul’s Coffee Pot, our monthly pop-up café, 
seemed an ideal starting place for this initiative.  

It was fantastic to be joined by 15 enthusiastic 
children and three teachers, and great to see them 
all so relaxed in church. They got on with their 
activities amongst us, appreciating some adults’ 
input (see centrespread photo). I loved seeing 
some of them checking out Maggie Green’s three-
wheeled walking aid – it has very effective brakes! 

This is something we intend to continue and 
develop. We hope it will bring benefits and new 
learning opportunities for all of us, younger  
and ‘older’. 

Harriet Hide 
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Children’s and youth work update 

 
Remembrance Sunday  We welcomed Scouts, Cubs 
and Beavers groups plus many of our regular 
children and young people – there were 67 
altogether! The primary-age children made a 
wonderful fabric collage with white doves flying up 
across blue gauze to represent peace, which was 
hung across the front of the altar. They also made a 
picture with hand shapes and on them put words 
about how we can help bring peace to our 
communities. The Scramblers (pre-school age) 
watched a simple film about Remembrance and 
then made lovely poppy wreaths. 

Climbers and Explorers (ages 4–7)  It is good to 
welcome Imogen Cook, a student at the University 
of Winchester, who has been helping with these 
groups. She is in her first year, studying English 
Literature and Creative Writing. She spent part of a 
gap year helping in a primary school. 

One week the children looked at the story of blind 
Bartimaeus and talked about how it must feel to be 
blind. They then discussed the five senses, thanking 
God for them all, and made a collage about them. 

Destination and Transition (age 8 upwards)  Report 
from Aaron Burrows, our youth assistant: ‘The last 
few weeks the Destination and Transition groups 
have explored a number of important themes 
relating to the Christian faith. For example, we 
have explored the nature of Jesus. Who was he? 
Why was and is he so important? We looked at 
some of the most fundamental aspects of his life 
and work and what he means for us today. The 
following week it was Bible Sunday. The children 
took part in a special quiz in groups, to help to 
expand their biblical knowledge and understanding. 

‘Remembrance Sunday of course was very special, 
not least because it was the 100th anniversary 
since Armistice. Mary and I thought it was 
important for the young people to reflect on this. 
We asked them to think about what Remembrance 
Day means for them and why it is so important 
today. They were asked how they think the men 
and women who fought for us felt, how they would 
feel if put in a similar situation, if it was right to go 
to war, and so on. They shared their responses with 
each other in a reflective, mature and responsive 
manner. We talked about where God was in all of 
that. The young people then took part in a quiz on 
Remembrance. Finally, working together in groups, 
they all produced a collage to honour the fallen 
men and women involved in the war. They worked 
exceptionally well together and their collages  
were excellent.’ 

St Paul’s @ 4  In November we looked at the story 
of Jonah. The children made cardboard whales and  

 
Jonahs and a large tissue-paper whale – great fun. 
Then we had a lovely tea with much chatting. 

Junior servers  After the recent fruitful servers 
meeting, it was felt that the children should share 
with the congregation what they had thought 
about that afternoon. Helped by Adrienne 
Marsden, they made a presentation and described 
how serving helped them to feel an important part 
of church life: 

 we are worshipping God 
 we are proud of what we do 
 it is a responsible job 
 we are trusted to do it 
 we enjoy it and it encourages others to join 
 we like wearing the tabard 
 it’s fun being a junior server as we are helping 

the church 
 we hold a candle that represents God. 
Deanery  Karen Kousseff, Area Dean, visited St 
Paul’s recently to see all that we are doing for 
children and young people (grateful thanks go to 
our wonderful team of helpers). She then invited 
me to be the Deanery Champion for Children and 
Families. After much discussion with Peter, I have 
accepted. The main role is to share what we are 
doing at St Paul’s with other churches that would 
like help in building their children’s work. People 
can contact me to discuss their programme. Next 
year I plan to have an open meeting of children’s 
and families’ workers at St Paul’s to share with and 
learn from each other. 

Mary Copping  

Child-friendly December dates 
Christmas 2018 at St Paul’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun 9, 5 pm: Christingle service 

Sat 15, 10 am–noon: Christmas workshop 

Sun 16, 4 pm: St Paul’s @ 4 family service 

Fri 21, 9.30 am: Under-fives’ Christmas celebration 

Sat 22, 10 am: Animal nativity (outside – bring your 
own chair), followed by crafts and hot chocolate 

Mon 24, 3 for 3.30 pm: Nativity (come dressed as an 
animal, angel, wise person or shepherd) 

Tues 25, 9.30 am: Family Communion service 
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From our elected representatives 
Business rates and ‘Changing Places’ 

This year’s Budget contained good news for the 
NHS (and mental health in particular), schools, 
motorists, the military, taxpayers and the 
environment. I’d be happy to hear your thoughts. I 
was particularly pleased with extra help for our 
local shops and businesses, understandably a cause 
for concern in Winchester and across the villages. 

Alongside key local figures from Winchester City 
Council, I have consistently said business 
rates need a fundamental rethink. That 
remains the case – and we will go on 
making it – but I am delighted the 
Chancellor has responded in this Budget 
to lobbying from MPs such as myself with 
an ambitious, and much-needed, boost 
for local retailers around business rates. 

The Chancellor is well aware (because I 
tell him regularly) that the recent rates revaluation 
hit us hard in prosperous Hampshire, and he agrees 
we must never have that cliff-edge again. That is 
why we will move to more regular revaluations 
from 2021. More immediately, we will spend some 
£900 million to cut business rates by one-third for 
the next two years; this is for retailers with a 
rateable value of under £51,000, saving maybe 90% 
of all shops up to £8,000 each year. 

It builds on previous help, worth more than £12.5 
billion, which includes the Discretionary Rate Relief 
Scheme I argued for. Local councils administer it to 
target help where it is most needed. I know from 
talking to our Chancellor that he shares my desire 
to help the High Street, as well as local shops that 
are valued in the villages, to protect what are 
important community assets. 

Secondly, I am backing a brilliant new 
campaign called Changing Places. It aims 
to help people who cannot use standard 
accessible toilets, campaigning for larger 
facilities with extra equipment such as 
height-adjustable changing benches and 
hoists as well as enough space for a 
disabled person and up to two carers. It’s 
been brought to my attention by the 
Winchester Science Centre and a special 

little boy called Finn with cerebral palsy. We think 
Finn should have exactly the same choices as 
anyone else when it comes to a day out, or just a 
routine stop on a journey. You can find out more 
and contribute to the campaign locally via 
www.stevebrine.com/changingplaces. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 

Safe pavements 
While enjoying the most magnificent autumn 
colours this year we have also been conscious of 
some of the problems caused by leaf fall on the 
streets – the pavements in particular – and in 
blocking drains. We are indeed fortunate in this 
area with many beautiful trees, lovely gardens and 
planting by well-used pavements – along the 
streets as well as paths between different parts of 
the neighbourhood, including the railway. 

It is often the small things, however, that have a big 
impact on people’s lives and can be the most 
difficult to get resolved; this has been something of 
a focus for our efforts over the past few weeks.  
We have been working with the Neighbourhood 
Services team identifying streets and pavements 
that need a good clean to remove fallen leaves, 
free the drains and cut back overgrown foliage. 
When the leaves are wet they become slippery and 
this is a hazard for pedestrians, made worse if it 
freezes. Many pavements are also made more 
uncomfortable and treacherous for pedestrians 
when they are narrowed by overgrown foliage, 
either at ground level or from overhanging 
branches – especially unpleasant in the rain, but 

always a problem for disabled people and those 
pushing buggies. 

Other issues that have taken up much of our time 
lately include bins left in alleyways or on the street, 
and ensuring that waste bags are collected; also 
parking and other hazards on pavements caused by 
the large volume of building work being carried out 
on houses in the area. 

We have already seen some improvements, but 
more are needed, and if you are conscious of areas 
where there are problems please contact us or 
Davina Domone-Hollands from the Neighbourhood 
Services Team at Winchester City Council (WCC): 
ddomone-hollands@winchester.gov.uk. Davina 
also deals with issues to do with antisocial 
behaviour, although if noise is a problem late at 
night it is better to contact the police on 101 
immediately. Similarly, if you are aware of issues 
with dogs, contact one of the two WCC wardens, 
Dave Griffiths (dgriffiths@winchester.gov.uk) or 
Ross Shepherd (rshepherd@winchester.gov.uk). 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward  
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Would you like to advertise 
in this space? 

 
Please contact Katy Palacio, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org, 
844878 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 
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COMMUNITY SPACES 
available for hire 

 
St Paul’s parish rooms 

Three adjacent, interconnected rooms with a 
kitchenette; use of chairs and tables 

St Paul’s Hall 
A medium-sized hall seating up to 60 people 

with a kitchenette 

St Paul’s Church 
Space for up to 300 people to sit, a modern 

sound-system and kitchenette 

St Matthew’s Church 
Historic building with meeting area for up to  

15 people and kitchenette 
 
 
 

Please contact Katy Palacio, 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org, 844878 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Mike Russell-Smith, legacy 
officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584  

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Jean Gardner, local magazine 
distribution 
853482 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden/health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Roger McKearney, health, safety and 
security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to St 
Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

All God can do is give his love. 

Isaac of Nineveh 

(eighth century) 


