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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 
 
 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café, usually 
meeting on the second Friday of the month,  
10 am–noon in St Paul’s; children welcome 

 Daytime book group usually on the first 
Monday of the month, 2.30 pm; please contact 
Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly;  
new members welcome; please contact James 
Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Wednesday homegroup, meeting weekly,  
7.45 pm; please contact Susie Richardson, 
07813 641646 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly,  
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene 
Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (five different age-groups) plus 
a DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation for those of 
secondary-school age  

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular weekday under-fives’ services with 
pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm 
in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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From the rector 
 

 
 Sunday services: 

March Bible readings 
3 Mar 
10 Mar 
17 Mar 
24 Mar 
31 Mar 

2 Corinthians 3: 12–4: 2; Luke 9: 28–36 [p. 808] 
Romans 10: 8b–13; Luke 4: 1–13 [p. 818] 
Philippians 3: 17–4: 1; Luke 13: 31–35 [p. 822] 
Isaiah 55: 1–9; Luke 13: 1–9 [p. 823] 
Colossians 3: 12–17; John 19: 25b–27 [p. 832] 

Dear friends, 

I go on reminding myself how important it is to be consciously thankful. I find my prayers going 
something like: ‘Thank you Lord for the breath in my lungs, for a beating heart, the blood flowing in 
my veins and the opportunities of a new day’. I go on being humbled by how courageous so many 
folk are, especially in the face of illness, pain, disability and heartbreak. The prayers that we as a 
church community offer faithfully each week, especially for those in need, are at the core of our 
awareness of others. 

The Brexit process continues to take up so much of our thinking and praying time. It’s right that we 
are concerned for the future of our country, and especially those who are likely to be affected 
most. Nick Baines, the Bishop of Leeds, wrote recently in the Church Times,  

Christians are called to be realists, not fantasists – loving truth (even when it is hard to discern, but 
important to plug away at), and resisting lies, misrepresentation, manipulation and subterfuge. We 
are called to be lovers of light, not colluders with darkness. 

Christians are not driven by fear; we are drawn by hope. This is a hope that comes to us from the 
future: resurrection. It is a hope that should not be confused with fantasy. It is committed to the life 
of the present – in all its complexity and muckiness – but refuses to see the present reality as the end 
or the ultimate. 

As we begin the season of Lent (see p. 6) in preparation for our celebration of Easter, I want to 
suggest a possible Lenten discipline (don’t worry about giving things up, which is so often actually  
a rather self-centred exercise). Let’s engage together in the issues surrounding the future of our 
planet (see p. 7). I just love the picture of that plastic cup which is not made of plastic. Here’s a real 
sign of hope! Together our small incremental efforts add up to making a real difference; and,  
what’s more, begin to change the attitudes of those most resistant to the frightening effects of 
climate change. 

I’m fortunate that as part of my work I’m expected to go on a retreat each year. I enjoy times of 
silence and always look for a silent retreat. This year it was four complete days without talking – 
bliss! I went again to Sheldon, near Moretonhampstead. The lay community of Martha and Mary 
specialise in caring for clergy and their families, but anyone is welcome to stay there. Do have a 
look: www.sheldon.uk.com. 

I took with me a book I’d heard extracts from on Radio 4 – Silence: In the Age of Noise by Erling 
Kagge, a Norwegian explorer who spent 50 days walking solo across Antarctica, his radio broken. 
It’s a beautiful read, written from a completely secular perspective but with many resonances with 
the tradition of silence in Christian worship and prayers. One of the fascinating things he says is that 
‘in our busy noisy world, silence is the new luxury’. I realised again how silence as a means of deep 
communication succeeds where words fail; this is because it leaves spaces for our brains to have a 
rest, enables us to listen better and hear what God may be saying. 

May I wish you well this Lent and commend to you the wonderful picture on the front cover. How 
inspiring to see long queues of folk waiting to receive the sign of the cross in ash on their foreheads. 
Why not come along and do the same on Ash Wednesday, 6 March? 

With prayers, and my thanks for yours for me, 
 

 

We’re grateful to all who 
send in photographs; 
this month they are by 
Mary Copping, Gill 
Longman, Ursula Payne, 
Mollie Stannard and 
Martin West. 
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Fri 1 

World Day of Prayer service 
United Church, 12.15 pm 

Sun 3 

Baptism of Sullivan Mounsey 
St Paul’s, 11.30 am 

Mon 4 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Book group 
Teg Down, 2.30 pm 

Parish visitor training 
St Paul’s, 7 pm 

Tues 5 

Funeral of Brian Woodruff 
St Paul’s, 2.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Wed 6 

Ash Wednesday 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
and Ashing 
St Matthew’s, 11 am 

Holy Communion and 
Ashing 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 7 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 8 

St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up 
café 
St Paul’s, 10 am–noon 

Sat 9 

Bugsy Malone social – video 
and pizza 
Parish rooms, 5–6.30 pm 

Mon 11 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Tues 12 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 13 

Lent study group starts 
St Matthew’s, 10–10.55 am 

Lent talks start 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 14 

Deadline for magazine articles 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 17 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service, 
‘The good Samaritan’ 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Tues 19 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 20 

Lent study group  
St Matthew’s, 10–10.55 am 

Lent talk 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 21 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 22 

Talk by Joanna Tom-Kargbo of 
Christian Aid Sierra Leone 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sun 24 

Peter Seal preaching at 
Evensong 
Cathedral, 3.30 pm 

Taizé service 
Cathedral, 6 pm 

Tues 26 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 27 
Lent study group  
St Matthew’s, 10–10.55 am 

Lent talk 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 28 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 29 

Mothering Sunday posy-
making 
St Paul’s, 10 am–1 pm 

Sun 31 

Mothering Sunday 

Sun 14 

Palm Sunday, start of Holy 
Week 

Fri 19 

Good Friday 

Sun 21 

Easter Sunday 

Sat 11 

Community Day, ‘The Circus’ 
St Paul’s, all day 

Diary dates 

MA R C H 

A P R I L 

M A Y 

Easter lilies 
Lilies are flowers often associated 
with mourning but also point to the 
Christian hope in resurrection. It is a 
tradition at Easter, after the waiting 
days of Lent, to have some special 
white lilies in church as a symbol of 
new life. 

If you’d like to give a lily to remember 
someone you love, please contact 
Katy Palacio by Mon 1 April giving the 
name(s) of the person/people you 
would like remembered and a 
donation. Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘St Matthew’s PCC’. We 
suggest a minimum of £3.50 per 
name/lily stem. A list of the names of 
those remembered will be on display 
on Easter Day, 21 April 2019. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

Our thoughts are with the Watson 
family as they take off for the 
Southern Hemisphere; follow their 

journey at www.thecallofthe 
rollingsea.blogspot.com/. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Christopher and 
Clifford Browne, Henry Drew, Vera 
Edwards, Liz Elsworthy, Judy 
Golding, Andrew James, Julia 
Jones, Laura Liepins, Emma and 

Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, Hugh 
Peskett, Les Scott, Jane Seal and 
Nicki Smith. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Brian Fisher and Brian 
Woodruff. 

 

 

 
Come to praise, thank, and proclaim the kingdom 
of love  You are invited to a World Day of Prayer 
service at the United Church, Jewry Street, at  
12.15 pm on Fri 1 March. This is a global, 
ecumenical movement of prayer and action for 
peace and justice, and for 2019 the theme of 
invitation has been chosen by Christians in 
Slovenia: ‘Come – Everything is Ready!’ The 
invitation is grounded in the parable that Jesus told 
in Luke 14. The community formed around the 
table is not enough to fill the house – there is still 
room. Who is missing from the table in your 
community? The artist, Rezka Arnuš, presents 

women dressed in 
traditional national 
costumes, and a semi-
circular ornament with 
Slovenian folk 
embroidery represents a 
plate or a table with 
their best known 
national dish, potica. 
Partly under the table, 
one can see the children 
from the margins of 
society who heard the 
invitation to the feast. 

 
Fairtrade Fortnight is in progress 
– Sat 2 March, Twyford Church: plant 
snowdrops in the churchyard and have a 
Fairtrade coffee/soup lunch 
– Sat 2 March, 11.30 am–12.30 pm, Buttercross: 
get a Fairtrade leaflet from Quaker Peace and 
Justice Group 
– Mon 4 March, 3.20 pm, Twyford Church of 
England School: Fairtrade sale 
– Wed 6 March, 10 am–2 pm, United Church: 
Fairtrade shop 
– Fri 8 March, 9 am–noon, Winchester University 
food hall: Food on Campus Big Brew; Fairtrade 
Fortnight quiz with prize of Fairtrade luxury hamper 
– Sat 16 March, 10.30 am–noon, St Mark’s, Oliver’s 
Battery: Big Brew 
 

Ecology and Spirituality: A Burgeoning New Field  
Reflecting the necessity for human beings to 
reduce their negative impact on the natural world, 
the Institute for Theological Partnerships is hosting 
a talk by Dr Andy Letcher of Schumacher College, 
who specialises in the intersection of science, 
religion and spirituality. Wed 27 March, 6.30–8 pm, 
Room 9, University of Winchester Business School; 
register via the Eventbrite website (free). 
 
Preparation of new electoral roll  In 2019, all 
churches are required to renew their electoral roll. 
In most years the roll needs to be revised, which is 
a fairly straightforward task, but every six years the 
old roll is scrapped and a new one prepared. This is 
officially a list of people who are entitled to attend 
the annual parochial church meetings and take  
part in their proceedings, but unofficially it is a list 
of those who consider themselves members of  
our church family. The number of people on the  
roll does have a financial implication regarding the 
Parish Share – I’ll let others explain that – and it 
also demonstrates to the diocese that St Matthew 
with St Paul is a thriving community, and this is 
important. 

As Electoral Roll Officer, Maggie Brecknell (856552, 
brecknell1@uwclub.net) has to ensure that the 
current 270 people are approached to have the 
opportunity to be included in the new roll. Without 
your help, this could take some time! Consequently 
you will find a form in your magazine or with the 
weekly welcome sheet which she would like you  
to complete and return to her personally or via  
the Parish Office as soon as possible, and by  
Mon 8 April at the very latest. The new roll has  
to be completed by 12 April, after which it is a 
requirement under the Church Representation 
Rules that it will be on display in both churches 
(names only) for the two weeks before the annual 
meetings on 29 April.  
 
  

Coming up 

Family feedback 
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About Lent 
The name ‘Lent’ comes from the Old English word for spring – literally the time of year when the 
days start to lengthen. It was adopted by the Church to mark the period of preparation and looking 
forward to the commemoration of the death of Jesus in Holy Week, and the celebration of his 
resurrection on Easter Day and throughout Eastertide, right up until Pentecost. 

We find this intention reflected in our worship, which seeks both to express a spirit of penitence and 
to provide a contrast to the joyful celebration of Easter. We begin our journey on Ash Wednesday 
with a service of silence, reflection and penitence, which includes the imposition of ashes. We end it 
keeping company with Jesus on the last days before he was crucified on Good Friday. This is a solemn 
time which has given rise to the popular idea of ‘giving things up’ for Lent. 

To say it is solemn is not to say it is dreary or dull. In keeping Lent with the Church, and taking to 
heart the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, Christians 
grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord. By such careful preparation we shall also experience the 
greater joy of Easter. 

Lent has been likened to a lock on a canal. Your boat or barge goes in at the low level. The gate is shut 
and the water rises. When the lock is full and the other gate is opened you go out – but now on a 
higher plane. 

Lent in the parish 
Tuesdays, 7.30 pm, parish rooms   
Silent meditation in the Christian tradition 

Wednesdays, 10–10.55 am, St Matthew’s 
York course, ‘On the third day’,  
13 March–10 April 

Wednesdays, 7.30 pm, parish rooms 
Talks followed by group discussion,  
13 March–10 April 

Jesus wants us to find him in new ways during this Lent.  
We find him always in the Eucharist, but he is also in the person we greet  

at breakfast, in the crazy driver that cuts in front of us, in the woman ahead of 
us in the check-out line who cannot find her coupons, in the baby that is crying.  

I do not need to look for Jesus; he is here.  

Helen Rosenthal, RSCJ 

Welcome, dear feast of Lent 
The words are George Herbert’s. And he 
employs a striking pun. We might have 
expected, ‘Welcome, dear fast of Lent’, but for 
fast we get ‘feast’. I picture a banqueting table. 
On it are beautifully crafted vessels, each one so 
expensive, so costly, so perfectly wrought. The 
vessels are full to overflowing; the delights and 
delicacies within them are the fruits of 
forgiveness, salvation, life, hope, joy, holiness. 
They are mouth-watering, because we recognise 
our hunger and thirst for this rich fare. 

The Beloved in the Song of Songs, that poem 
that speaks of Easter joy and delight, when the 
time for singing has come, says of the Lover, ‘He 
led me into his banqueting house and his banner 
over me is love’. May this Lent be such a feast. 

Canon David Kennedy, sourced from 
www.durhamcathedral.co.uk 
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Eco Church 
 

Plastic-less Lent 

After years of happily drinking from single-use 
plastic bottles and accepting that our food comes 
wrapped in multiple layers of plastic, we’re waking 
up to the impact this throwaway culture is having 
on nature. Blue Planet II has helped to highlight 
how wildlife suffers from ingesting plastic waste 
and being tangled in it ... and that’s just the stuff 
we can see. Smaller plastic particles swallowed  
by fish and other creatures eventually enter the 
food chain. 

Change is desperately needed. 
While it may be difficult to 
replace all plastic production, 
we must undoubtedly end 
single use of plastics. This Lent, 
Christians around the UK are 
trying to cut back on plastic as 
part of the #PlasticLessLent 
movement. We’ve already 
ditched disposable cups and 
cutlery at St Paul’s. Single-use 

plastic bags have become an exception, and most 
people now use their own bags for shopping. It’s 
more and more common to see people walking into 
coffee shops with a reusable cup. All of this is 
encouraging progress. 

However, we need to do more. How often do we 
still use single-use plastics? Lent gives us a good 
opportunity to learn more about our habits and 
make a greater effort to change them. 

At the back of church there are copies of a Lent 
calendar which gives daily ideas about how to get 
started. Please take a copy home and share it with 
your family and friends. 

More Eco ideas for Lent 
Looking at a range of Christian campaign websites,  
I found many other ideas for focusing on God’s 
wonderful creation during Lent (please e-mail me 
with any ideas or feedback: priesemann@web.de). 
Here are a few examples:  
 buy and eat only LOAF food (Local, Organic, 

Animal-friendly, Fairly traded) 
 give up electricity for an hour a day (except 

freezers but including phones) 
 transfer your savings and/or current accounts 

to an ethical bank 
 avoid driving by car (either completely, or half 

your weekly mileage) 
 don’t fly 
 join a litter picking group 
 plant a tree. 

Max Priesemann, PCC Eco Church Officer 

Winchester Diocese – Bronze Eco Award 
The Right Reverend Tim Dakin, Bishop of Winchester, 
receiving a Bronze Eco Diocese Award from Andy 
Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK. Winchester is only the 
fourth diocese to get one so far. St Matthew with St 
Paul, like many other parishes working towards an 
Eco Church Award, has played an important part in 
this achievement.  

On receiving it, the bishop said, ‘As a diocese we have 
a collective responsibility to care for God’s creation. It 
is an integral part of loving our neighbours and 
following God faithfully. I am absolutely thrilled that 
we have been able to build co-operation and pave a 
way to achieving real change for our environment.’ 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Partners for Change Ethiopia (PfC) is a charity we 
support each Lent; please do take a Lent box to fill, 
or make out a cheque. Here is an update sourced 
from its website. 

Since the Ethiopian 
famine of 1984 Partners 
for Change Ethiopia has 
changed the lives of 
hundreds of thousands 
of orphan and 
vulnerable children. It 
enables the poorest 
people to come 
together in community 
organisations; finds 

carers for orphans; and provides everything the 
most impoverished children in the community need 
in order to live a healthy, stimulating life with 
opportunities to grow and flourish. This is achieved 
by working with a wide range of partners. 

In the eastern city of Dire Dawa, the Gende Tesfa 
community is one of the poorest in Ethiopia. Many 
years ago people here suffered from leprosy and 
the rest of the city shunned them. Today, even 
though leprosy is no longer present, they are still 
treated as social outcasts and cannot get jobs. 
Consequently poverty is terrible and children 
haven’t been able to go to school. There are 15,540 
people in Gende Tesfa: around 3,000 households 
and 850 orphan and vulnerable children. 

Daily life is tough. Some children live on the streets, 
others in extremely poor families. They don’t have 
enough food and often get ill because of poor 
nutrition, unsafe drinking water and disease. Most 
don’t go to school as they are either too weak to 
concentrate or have to beg in the city to survive. 
Orphans lead truly miserable lives, not knowing 
from one day to the next if they will eat or whether 
they can continue staying with relatives, who are 
often so poor they find it difficult enough feeding 
their own children. 

Monies donated will help with schooling; find 
loving families to care for orphans; provide carers 
within the community with training and funds to 
start small businesses; give the poorest people 
training and equipment so they can grow food or 
keep sheep or goats; train teachers and equip two 
local schools with desks, chairs, blackboards and 
books; and teach orphans skills they can use to 
create their own businesses or help them find a 

job, such as hairdressing, taxi driving or woodwork. 
Currently, people in the community have no access 
to safe drinking water. PfC plans to provide six 
water points. They have no toilets or showers; PfC 
proposes building communal ones. 

Extracts from letters received 
Winchester Basics Bank  Thank 
you for your most generous 
response to our Harvest Appeal 
this year. We have been very 
well supported by over 60 

churches, schools and other local organisations. 
Collectively your donations have made a massive 
difference to our store cupboards. Once more it 
means we are well placed to support those in need 
in the Winchester district for another year. 

Winchester Churches Nightshelter  A huge thank 
you for the extremely generous donation of £200. 
Depression, anxiety and other mental health 
complications are an increasing issue for our 
residents; we try and fill some of the gaps in 
services that are no longer provided by statutory 
authorities. The total number of people directly 
supported by our organisation is 25. Two 
counsellors and a psychotherapist visit weekly and 
residents can also attend a Well Being and Coping 
Skills programme. Due to cutbacks, over 40 local 
beds in staffed and fully supported accommodation 
have been lost in Winchester in the past few years. 

We have rented our own move-on house, visited by 
a regular support worker, and have purchased a 
move-on house; this means that we have eight 
affordable move-on bed spaces. Michele Price, 
Nightshelter manager, explains: ‘The aim of the 
project is to give our residents the chance to move 
into their own home, but with the added safety net 
and continuity of support from the Nightshelter, 
who will provide assistance to tenants on site’. 

Mission to Seafarers  Thank you so much for  
the knitting received recently. It is very much 
appreciated. Our chaplains always take supplies on 
board when ship visiting, and the seafarers are so 
grateful. [Our thanks to Jean Gardner for co-
ordinating this for the parish.] 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
please visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/ beyond-
ourselves/. 
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Faith development 
Are the stories in the Bible true? 

 
When reading the Bible it’s not long before we ask, 
or someone else asks, ‘Are these stories really 
true?’ Right from the start, we read in Genesis that 
God created a world that was ‘very good’ and 
placed within it a perfect, paradise-like garden for 
Adam and Eve to enjoy. Soon, though, we have a 
talking snake persuading Eve to do what God 
forbade … and then God actually walking round the 
garden looking for them. We all know what 
happens next, including God demonstrating his 
tailoring skills by making ‘garments of 
skin’ for them before banishing them 
from paradise. Is that really true? 

The same question can be asked over 
and over again. Did Jonah really live for 
three days in the belly of a huge fish? Did the whole 
earth get covered by water in Noah’s day, drowning 
everyone except Noah and his family? Did 
Methuselah become a father at 187 years of age, 
and then live until he was 900? And so on. 

I think that, in the past, I have often avoided trying 
to answer this question, either because many Bible 
events seem so far-fetched, or because I couldn’t 
bear to think about what might happen if I decided 
I didn’t believe that some of these stories were true 
– not least because that would raise the questions 
of ‘which are and which aren’t?’ and ‘how might 
we decide?’ 

Then I read a book that offered me another 
thought. The writer suggested quite strongly that 
this is the wrong question to ask. In each of these 
cases, and many more besides, we should first ask: 

‘What does this story mean? What is it telling us?’ 
And then, ‘What do we need to think about and do 
differently in our lives today as a result?’ 

Suddenly these stories, these events, are very 
important indeed because of their meaning. We 
can accept them as ‘true’, even if not necessarily 
literally factual. And we can allow them to teach, 
challenge and encourage us. 

Perhaps the Genesis story reveals what God wants 
for us and offers us; how hard it is to 
respond fully to God even if we’re 
disposed to try; and how difficult things 
can become if we don’t bother. 

Jonah was already committed as God’s 
prophet, but he didn’t much like what God asked 
him to do, so he ran away to hide. Even when God’s 
long reach got him back on track and he obeyed 
God and told the Ninevites to repent, he was really 
cross when they did, because God decided to show 
mercy and not to wipe them out after all. We could 
spend a lot of time considering the meaning and 
application – the ‘truth’ – of that story. 

So taking the Bible seriously, and using it to get our 
lives more in line with what God offers us and 
wants for us, doesn’t necessarily require us to 
believe that everything is literally factual. But we 
can still see it as ‘true’ in the sense that everything 
matters, everything has a meaning, and we are 
called to respond. Looking at the Bible in this way 
won’t necessarily answer all our questions, but it’s 
a great way to start. 

Michael Joseph 

  

This is the 
wrong question 

Truth is One 
Science is no longer, nor should it ever have been, our enemy; instead 
quantum physics, biology and other academic disciplines are revealing that 
science is our new and excellent partner, much better than philosophy ever 
was. Truth is One. If something is spiritually true, it will also be true in the 
physical world, and all disciplines and all religions will somehow be looking 
at this ‘one truth’ from different angles, goals, assumptions, and vocabulary. 

If you do not respond to the ‘good, the true and the beautiful’ (the three 
qualities of being) in daily reality, I doubt if you will ever see it in the best 
Bible translation in the world. If it is the truth, it is true all the time and 
everywhere, and sincere lovers of truth will take it from wherever it comes. 

If it is true, it is common domain, and ‘there for the mind to see in the things 
that God has made’ (Romans 1: 20). Or, as Aquinas was fond of saying, 
quoting Ambrose (another Doctor of the Church), ‘If it’s true, it is always 
from the one Holy Spirit’. The important question is not ‘Who said it?’ but  
‘Is it true?’ 

Meditation adapted from Richard Rohr, Immortal Diamond: The Search for 
Our True Self (Jossey-Bass: 2013), pp. 135–136 
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Patronal bring and share 
lunch at St Paul’s 

 

The Bible in England 
lecture at St Paul’s 

 

Candlemas 
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at St Paul’s 
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Reflections on my trip to Uganda 
 
Wakisa ministries is one of the only places in 
Uganda offering support for young pregnant girls in 
crisis – girls who have been abused (by family or 
friends), girls who have been raped, girls who have 
made juvenile mistakes and girls who have never 
been educated to know how they got, or even that 
they are, pregnant. Wakisa is a place for those 
young girls to find refuge, to run away from their 
families who have threatened them with abortion 
and have no qualms if they die in the process, to 
flee to when their village has forced them onto the 
streets. It allows them to learn when their school 
will no longer allow them to. 

Just before I left to visit, the Wakisa charity was 
closed by the Ugandan government, with all 28  
girls forced back to the situations they had been 
fleeing or, if they were unable to return, being 
hidden by kind people. It was shut because of new 
laws limiting anywhere that ‘holds’ young and 
vulnerable people. Despite this, the charity was  
still working: connecting the girls with schools that 
would agree to educate them, visiting them to 
ensure they were was safe and check on their 
health and wellbeing, as well as arranging classes 
so they could come back to the centre and learn.  

My role was to visit the girls. Along with another 
member of staff I travelled to see a number each 
day. We took with us a small bag of sugar, soap, 
baby clothes, guidance on birthing, sanitary towels, 
pencils, pens and books as well as anything that we 
thought a particular girl might value. Many of the 
donations given to me to take went to the girls or 
families that I visited, and some to the schools 
supporting the girls in their quest for learning. 

Throughout my 
whole time spent in 
Uganda there is 
one girl who stands 
out in particular for 
me; her name is 
Florence. She was 
15 and five months 
pregnant. She was 
originally brought 
to Wakisa when  

her father found out about her pregnancy. He 
threatened to kill her. She was in a relationship 
with a man much older than she was and had fallen 
pregnant. When Wakisa closed she had been 
forced to live with her boyfriend’s parents. They 
were not poor and had a nice house, garden and 
car. Once she entered their home she was locked 
into the boy’s bedroom and only allowed to leave 
when his father was out or when there were jobs 

for her to do. She 
told me how, when 
the family had 
people staying with 
them for two 
weeks, she had not 
been allowed out 
of the room. Since 
moving into their 
house she had only 
stepped into the 
living room twice – 
firstly to walk 
through it when 
she arrived and 
secondly to speak to me. She was not allowed in 
the garden, not even onto the porch, and she 
feared looking out of the windows because if a 
neighbour saw her she would not be allowed to 
stay there any more. She spoke quietly, fearful of 
being overheard, and when we tried to offer her a 
little money she refused to take it. Florence was 
clearly deeply depressed. We asked what would 
happen when the baby came and she had no 
answer, we asked if she would go back to school 
and she had no answer, we asked if she felt safe 
and she had no answer. And then we asked if she 
prayed and she answered: every day she prayed 
not for herself but for her unborn baby. 

This was the answer of most of the girls I met.  
They prayed for their babies. Uganda is a deeply 
Christian country, and the girls would choose to 
pray. Every house we walked into, they would pray 
when we arrived, pray when we ate or drank and 
pray when we left. Complete strangers would greet 
you by saying, ‘Praise God’. There were preachers 
in the street shouting the word of God on nearly 
every corner. And even in the poorest of slums 
there was one Bible that was shared between  
the people. 

The horrors of the country, the acceptance of 
corruption within the government and police, the 
alliance in gang culture and rape, the desperate 
need for basic housing structures, water and  
food seemed to all be washed away because  
they prayed. They prayed loudly, openly – for 
themselves, for their family, for their town, their 
country, their animals and for me. It felt wrong that 
they would pray for me; I thought, I am not the one 
who needs praying for, but as the trip went on and 
I was prayed for more and more I realised they 
were not praying for me at all, but for the hope 
that in their country their unborn children may one 
day know what I have. 

Mollie Stannard 
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Some thoughts about St Paul 

It was almost dark when we came to Damascus, as 
there had been a long delay at the Jordan border. 
Because of this our stop at the isolated modern 
church in desert country, which marked the place 
of Paul’s vision, had been brief. We did not really 
have time to look at the gate from which he had 
escaped either, and a sudden power cut meant that 
even a walk along the street called Straight became 
more of a brisk trot. 

At last, however, we stopped at the house of 
Ananias and I must confess that I left the party 
listening to the familiar story and went to sit in  
the garden. It was so beautiful and peaceful, and 
looking up at the night sky I thought of that man 
whose life had been changed so completely, whose 
sudden blindness had been miraculously cured and 
who faced the task of convincing those he had 
persecuted that now his life belonged to Christ and 
to them. Perhaps he too took time to think while 
looking up at that night sky. 

I am no authority on Paul’s work, but learning  
and teaching about his life played a part in mine, 
and has left lots of memories, like the lecturer 
describing him as probably the greatest hiker of all 
time. Another challenged us to think what it must 
have meant in courage and humility to have to 
convince people of his conversion; and also, as an 
educated and possibly wealthy man inheriting 
status and Roman citizenship from his father, to 
meet Peter and now learn from a fisherman. 

I wonder how many times I took my classes on  
his missionary journeys (with maps, of course), 
establishing churches, returning if possible, and 
facing constant danger from enemies. Although  
he was a friend of many, accounts suggest that he 

expected high standards and could be exasperated 
by failure. John Mark could not cope at first and 
went home, but fortunately the chronicler Luke 
was often there to record the story of the one who 
is often regarded as the founder of the Church. 

Apart from accounts of his adventures we have  
his words, written and spoken, and it would need 
much more than this space even to begin to 
consider them. Yet without so many, like those of 
the thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, we would 
lose a part of our faith. And of so many speeches, I 
always enjoyed teaching about the one in Athens, 
where he led his listeners brilliantly from the many 
altars to their gods to the one dedicated to the 
Unknown God – perhaps in case they had missed 
one. He explained that was the one he had come to 
show them. 

For all we know of Paul, there is much that can only 
be guessed at. Perhaps he suffered from bouts of 
malaria, and perhaps he was partially blind and had 
to dictate his last letters. The tradition is that he 
was executed in Rome after long imprisonment, 
but I have never heard of a shrine supposed to be 
his. One story which I want to be true is that while 
he was in prison it was necessary to change his 
guards frequently, as too many of them became 
Christians. 

Finally, some of his words suggest a special place 
for women in church, and he might not have 
approved of an ordinary one ‘speaking up’ in a 
parish magazine. However, I am writing for a 
church dedicated to him, which describes its people 
as ‘pilgrims on a journey’, and I think he would 
have approved of that very much. 

Heather Riley

Community Day 2019 

We are delighted to tell you that we are this year’s 
Community Day team! If you were unable to attend 
St Paul’s at Candlemas, you will have missed the 
announcement by our leader, Kat Marsden (aged 
10), assisted by her very able helpers, Adrienne 
Marsden and Roger Jones (ages undisclosed). 

The date for this year’s 
Community Day is Saturday 11 
May. Please put this in your 
diary (or your phone, since 
we’re in the 21st century). Our 
theme for 2019 is ‘The Circus’ 
(The Greatest Showman). 

We’re starting to think about all 
the things we can do for our circus theme and look 
forward to hearing your ideas too. So far we’ve 
talked to Julie Sharp, who led the Community Day 
last year, and she gave us some amazing ideas – 

thank you so much, Julie. If you know anyone who 
does trapeze, juggling or clowning, please talk to 
one of us (even though I’m young, I can still take 
information). Do come as any circus character you 
want, invite your friends, and we hope you enjoy a 
fun-packed day! 

We shall be dividing tasks between us as follows: 
Roger, logistics and refreshments; Adrienne and 
Kat, stalls, sponsorship and marketing; all, circus 
activities, performances and competitions. We’ll 
start reaching out to everyone who participated 
last year in the hope that you are happy to lead 
again on your specific activity; if you’re unable to 
this year, please see if you can pass on the baton to 
someone else. This is a great opportunity for new 
people to get involved, especially if you’ve recently 
started coming to St Paul’s or St Matthew’s. 

Kat, Adrienne and Roger, adriennemarsden 
01@gmail.com, rogerjbj@yahoo.co.uk 
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From our elected representatives 
Local train service  

Your own St Paul’s in Fulflood was the venue last 
month for my ASK SWR public meeting on the local 
train service. Customer service, smart ticketing, 
industrial disruption and operating performance 
were all on the agenda as Andy Mellors (Chief 
Executive of South Western Railway) and Andy 
Thomas (who recently took on the running of  
the local Network Rail Wessex route) came to 
Winchester to address issues that have arisen since 
SWR took over the franchise in August 2017. 

SWR acknowledged it had been a challenging 17 
months, and customer satisfaction was not where 
they wanted it to be. Mr Mellors said that the 
railway had become busier, but they looked 
forward to using the promised £5m investment  
for a further 150 vehicles to deliver an increase in 
performance after the planned timetable change 
this May. He also mentioned that there had been 
driver vacancies as they took over the franchise, 
and it takes 15 months to train new drivers. 

Andy Thomas told the meeting that he was fully 
focused on performance, and that for Network  
Rail it was about going back to basics, with trains 
starting and finishing on time, and informing 
passengers clearly if there are issues. 

Among questions from the floor, the subject of rail 
fares came up prominently. Mr Mellors explained 
the rationale behind the Carnet, a flexible season 

ticket, and that SWR was obliged to follow index-
regulated fares. There is clearly a way to go on 
delivering a ‘part-time’ season ticket product that 
meets expectations, and I will liaise with ministers 
as they respond to the Fares Fare consultation. 
People raised concerns over closed ticket offices  
at both peak times and weekends when SWR 
advertise special deals; there was discussion of 
staff flexibility and conversations with the union. 

SWR confirmed they were not dispensing with 
guards, and they will continue to roster one on 
every train. Under the Holden Review, Mr Mellors 
explained that some methods of operation have 
the potential to be more efficient, and new trains 
will allow guards to become even more visible to 
customers on board. We covered delay repay and 
parking around both Shawford and Micheldever 
stations, where there needs to be real joined-up 
thinking to ensure that the service works for 
commuters as well as, crucially, local residents. 

I was grateful to all for turning out on a bitterly 
cold, snowy evening, and to the two Andys for 
coming to Winchester. I am confident they really 
have gripped the issues facing the rail service, but 
the proof of the pudding will, as ever, be in the 
eating. I remain more than ready to challenge SWR 
and Network Rail on behalf of my constituents, and 
encourage constituents to stay in touch with me.  

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 

Nursery Gardens replanted 
As the days get longer, thoughts are turning to 
spring and gardens. For the past 18 months we’ve 
been working with officers at Winchester City 
Council (WCC) to get Nursery Gardens improved. 
Although there is still work to be done, there is 
already a perceptible change; newly planted 
hellebores, in particular, are looking gorgeous. 

Nursery Gardens, at the top of West Hill 
Park, off Greenhill Road, is something of a 
hidden treasure in the St Paul ward; if you’re 
walking to or from the hospital, Romsey 
Road or the university you might like to pass 
through. Originally, the gardens formed part 
of the Hillier Nursery. In the 1960s and 70s Harold 
Hillier and his son wanted to buy land at Ampfield 
for the nursery and so sold much of the site for 
housing, with the proviso that half an acre behind 
the Garden Centre should be kept as a community 
open space. The whole area had been planted with 
many interesting trees, some of which are still 
there (in private gardens as well as the little park).  

By 2003 the area had become a rather sad space – 
little more than a thoroughfare, overgrown and 

strewn with litter. A community group was 
established, and with WCC funding the area was 
transformed into a delightful open space: the 
planting was improved, play sculptures installed, 
and it was protected for future generations. 
Unfortunately, however, the initial energy was not 
sustainable, and once again the area became 

overgrown and in need of maintenance. By 
2017 it appeared neglected and unloved.  
But that is changing: the weeds have been 
removed, new planting has taken place  
and some of the play sculptures have  
been repaired.  

Meanwhile the major projects continue to take up 
much of our time: the new Leisure Centre, Central 
Winchester Regeneration (Silver Hill) and Station 
Approach – the Carfax site in particular, where 
proposals for offices and retail have been 
developed further, as have those for the former 
Register Office, which will now be retained and 
probably be used as an eating place. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward  
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Children’s and youth work update 

 
Sunday morning groups continue with good 
numbers of children attending, and with a large 
team of willing volunteers leading and helping, to 
whom we are very grateful. Imogen Cook, our 
children’s assistant, is gradually getting to know 
people and doing well working with our volunteers. 
She’s starting to lead the Climbers and Explorers 
(ages 4–7). 

Aaron Burrows and Megan Maylam, our youth 
assistants, are working well together and the young 
people enjoy the groups that they lead. They are 
planning to hold some youth activities outside 
Sunday mornings – such as film nights, sports 
sessions and drama evenings – so everyone can  
get to know each other better. Aaron reports: 

‘In several of the sessions with Destination and 
Transition groups, we have explored further the 
similarities and differences between St Paul’s 
Church (part of the Church of England) and St 
Peter’s Roman Catholic Church. The service itself 
was very enlightening. We were all made to feel 
welcome and the children were kindly offered the 
opportunity to play a role in the service by 
presenting the “elements” to the Catholic priest. 
Following the service we met with the deacon,  
who kindly told us more about the similarities  
and differences between the Catholic Church and 
the Church of England. Although we were not 
permitted to receive the host, it was reassuring  
to hear that this is something they hope will one 
day change. After the visit we all headed off to 
Pizza Express and enjoyed lunch together whilst 
discussing our thoughts and feelings about our 
experience in the Catholic Church. 

‘Together we have looked at who St Peter was, why 
the Virgin Mary is so important to Catholics, why 
the altar is important and many other interesting 
questions. In addition, we have welcomed Megan 
Maylam (Meg) to the team and she has been well 
received by our young people. She has already 
proven herself to be a very capable and valuable 
member of the team, getting to know the young 
people well and asking them some of her own 
insightful questions.’ 

We had an interesting visit to Hope Church on  
10 February and I will write about that in next 
month’s magazine. 

Toddler group  Victoria McCabe is doing a great job 
in leading this group and many new families are 
coming. Frances Birkett assists her occasionally  
and we hope that more people will be drawn to 
help with this wonderful, growing group. If you’re 
interested, please contact Victoria: 07971 545573, 
vlbrooks@hotmail.com.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bugsy Malone workshop  It was great to have 25 
children from church, Western Primary and 
Westgate Lower schools involved in this fun day at 
St Paul’s, led by Bronwen Dixie, who works with the 
Florian School of Dance and at Chichester Stage 
School. The children really enjoyed dancing, singing 
and being made up with false beards, moustaches 
and make-up, and they were pleased with their 
Bugsy Malone T shirts (see photos on p. 11). Many 
thanks to Sandra Lewis, who stepped in at short 
notice to do the costumes and make-up and did a 
wonderful job. We’re really grateful to John Schulz, 
who organised sound and light and ensured that 
we have a video of the show, kindly filmed by 
Adrian McKenzie. And our thanks to the families 
who helped with refreshments. 

Some comments about the day: 

‘Alex said that he enjoyed the day so much that he 
thought he was the real Bugsy. It was one of the 
best experiences he’s ever had.’ 

‘Thank you again for Saturday. It was an amazing 
performance and such fun to watch.’ 

‘Just to say thank you very much indeed for all the 
hard work on Saturday which resulted in 25 very 
happy and engaged children having a brilliant time, 
and a lot of parents, family and friends thoroughly 
enjoying the performance. Utterly amazed how you 
managed that in a day!!’ 

‘My son went to bed on Saturday on a total high, 
and wondering what the show might be next year!’ 

We do plan to put on another show next year – it is 
such a brilliant time for all involved. Some of the 
children who were too young to join in this year are 
looking forward to taking part next time. 

Mary Copping  

Coming up 

Sat 9 Mar, 5–6.30 pm 
‘Bugsy Malone’ social in parish 
rooms with video and pizza 

Sun 17 Mar, 4 pm 
St Paul’s @ 4 family service, 
‘The good Samaritan’, with 
tea afterwards 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship secretary, 
legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinche
ster.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden/health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roger McKearney, health, safety and 
security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to St 
Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

Lord of all life, help us to work together 
for that day when your kingdom comes  

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Eucharistic prayer 


