
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

2018 Review 

A people-focused look at the year’s activities, 
with thanks for 2018 and plans for 2019 and beyond 

This review is designed to complement our 2018 annual 
report, which sets out our financial position in detail 

and meets the reporting requirements of our regulators 

St Matthew’s with St Paul’s is an inclusive, welcoming and open 
Anglican parish for all ages, serving the wider community. 

Our mission is to: 

Provide a rich variety of worship relevant to our community 
Encourage, challenge and enable people to explore and grow in 
their faith 
Act beyond ourselves, both locally and globally 
Commit to the challenge of resources to make this possible, for 
now and future generations 
Effectively proclaim our faith and values through active 
collaboration within the community, offering caring pastoral 
support to all. 
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Annual Parochial Church Meetings 2018 

 
On Monday 30 April 2018 the Annual Parochial Meetings for the year were held. 
Their main business is elections, and there are also reports from the Honorary 
Treasurer and rector on the past year. The following were elected as 
churchwardens: 

St Matthew’s: Dick Wilkinson 
St Paul’s: Christopher Seaman, Chris Sharp 

The following were elected to the Parochial Church Council (PCC): Amanda 
Berridge (new member), Helen Chambers, Kathleen Freeman, Alexa Heady, Talia 
Hedstrom, Anne Odling (new member), Linda Russell-Smith (new member), 
Nathalie Schulz and Vicky Scott. 

Grateful thanks go to those who stepped down from the PCC at the meeting: Sue 
Walker (churchwarden, St Paul’s), Mike Russell-Smith (churchwarden, St 
Matthew’s), Stuart Dorward (Honorary Treasurer) and elected members Andy 
Kettlewell and Gary Ruffell. 

The PCC is made up of the churchwardens, members of the Deanery Synod (Mark 
Byford, Keith Jones and Chris Sharp), elected members and Stephen Adam, 
Licensed Lay Minister. 

Canon Peter Seal is the Chair and Revd Mary Copping attends as a non-voting 
member. Bill Lucas is a co-opted (non-attending) member of the PCC in his role as 
Mary’s line manager in her role as Children’s and Youth Work Co-ordinator. 

Amanda Berridge was elected as Honorary Treasurer and Nathalie Schulz as 
Honorary Secretary. 

Nathalie Schulz, Honorary Secretary to the PCC 

 

The rector’s report 
 

I’m very fortunate that my daily tasks are so varied. When trying to describe what 
I do, I sometimes say: ‘My job is to try and be the glue holding it all together!’ 
This is an acknowledgement of the large number of people engaged in so many 
areas of the life of our churches in our communities. I am truly thankful for the 
privilege of being parish priest here with the oversight of so much activity that is 
made possible by the commitment of time, skills and money by so many people. 

The year 2018 has been a very good one in many ways. Together we’ve achieved 
a lot in many different areas of parish life. At a time in the life of the wider church 
when many parishes are facing big challenges for a variety of reasons, I rejoice 
that together we are keeping strong through our shared commitment to faith in 
God, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Your elected PCC has a wide range of responsibilities and has worked 
constructively to fulfil them. I am most grateful to our churchwardens: Chris 
Sharp, Christopher Seaman and Dick Wilkinson (since Mike Russell-Smith stepped 
down in April we have had a vacancy for the second churchwarden at St 
Matthew’s), along with Alexa Heady in her role as assistant churchwarden at St 
Paul’s. Nathalie Schulz is a quite excellent PCC Secretary. It is a delight to have 
each of them as colleagues and I thank them most warmly. 

Recent Church of England statistics make worrying reading when you see how 
few under-16s attend church on a Sunday. It’s hugely important that we remain 
actively committed to our work with children and young people and their 
parents. Visitors to St Paul’s often comment on how lovely it is to have children 
and young people as an integral part of the 9.30 service. We are grateful to Mary 
Copping and her team for all their hard work and commitment. 

Western, our church school, continues to do well, with approximately 450 on roll 
(details in separate report, p. 31). The link between Western and the parish is 
vitally important. Looking ahead to the re-ordering project at St Paul’s (see p. 12), 
when the church will be unusable for up to a year, we plan to hold the Sunday 
9.30 Parish Communion in the school hall. This will give a wonderful opportunity 
to work together in a new way. 

The new primary facilities at the Westgate School now have children in the first 
five years. Mary has worked very effectively to establish good relationships with 
the staff and regularly takes assemblies. 

Peter Symonds College continues to flourish as the largest A-level centre in the 
country, with over 4,000 students. I do a ‘walkabout’ on a Monday lunchtime, 
chatting with members of staff. I have a good relationship with the staff of the 
Religious Studies Department. Mary enjoys going to the Friday lunchtime 
Christian Union meeting to offer support and get to know the students. We are 
members of the termly Roots Group meeting, which brings together both staff 
and students from across the college. We discuss areas of interest relating to the 
college as a community made up of people of different faith convictions and 
none. I am involved with the annual Evensong and Christmas carol service in the 
cathedral, as well as at occasional times of particular need. 

Worship is central to all we do; our two churches give us rich diversity (including 
the informal monthly St Paul’s @ 4, which Mary and her team lead and is 
wonderfully complementary). This is something for us to celebrate and promote 
actively. It’s interesting to note that a small but growing number of people travel 
to our churches on a Sunday (some up to 20 miles) because of what we offer. 

Music is a key element in the way we express our faith. We have a loyal team of 
organists at St Matthew’s for whom we are most grateful. I prepare the hymns 
rota. At Mattins we continue to sing the psalms and canticles as well as hymns. 

At St Paul’s we benefit from a broad wealth of musical talent. This year we have 
continued to appreciate the skill, commitment and good humour of Ian Rees, our 
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organist, who is such a valued member of our church community. We’re grateful 
to Ali Galvin, who has developed her important role of co-ordinating the 
administration of music at both churches. (Please see her report on p. 44). We 
are most grateful to Bill Lucas and David Blunt, who between them take 
responsibility for running the band at St Paul’s. A special thank you to our 
monthly choir, whose singing adds so much to our worship. 

In my role of choosing the hymns for St Paul’s I am always looking for suggestions 
of new songs/hymns to broaden our repertoire. We have started to print less 
familiar tunes within the welcome sheet. Getting a right balance between well-
known and newer music is always a challenge (as is making sure that the words 
we sing both make sense and articulate a wholesome theology), but it’s 
important that we continue to develop. 

I discover more and more that things go well and develop when volunteers get 
caught up in what they are doing and find they ‘have a heart’ for whatever it is. 
We have many such people – but never too many! If you feel drawn to greater 
involvement (perhaps giving something up and taking on something new), I am 
always delighted to chat. We are a people rich in ideas … yet to make things 
happen, hard work is always needed! (It’s a well-known fact that volunteering is 
good for your health, especially in retirement.) 

Stewardship: this means the gift of time, skills and money. I realise afresh that 
one of my key roles is to take the lead on this. When talking to me about St Paul’s 
or St Matthew’s, people sometimes refer to ‘your church’ or say something like, 
‘Yes, I’ll do that for you’. I understand what they mean but always point out that 
it’s ‘our church’ and that ‘what we do, we do for God’. Faith commitment is what 
really energises stewardship. The wonderful thing is that so many of you are 
highly motivated to play your part, in a way that fits your stage of life and other 
commitments. 

Managing our monies is a considerable and growing task. Amanda Berridge took 
over from Stuart Dorward as Honorary Treasurer at the last Annual Meeting. 
Amanda has worked extremely hard and skilfully and we are truly grateful to her. 
Our thanks too to: Canon Keith Anderson, our Finance Management Officer, who 
works closely with Bridget Bowden; to Irene Casey (who succeeded Mary Randall 
– thank you, Mary), who counts and banks the money at St Paul’s each week; and 
to Mike and Linda Russell-Smith, who do the same for St Matthew’s. Our 
enduring thanks to Tim Stannard, who processes the Gift Aid records and returns 
as well as chairing the Finance Committee; he has also recently taken on the role 
of Legacy Officer. Our thanks to Mike Russell-Smith and David Blunt, who 
previously handled legacies. We have a strong and dedicated finance team, which 
is crucial for the ongoing management of what amounts to the turnover of a 
medium-sized and growing business. 

Our commitment to mission giving is a constant reminder of the wider church 
and world. Beyond Ourselves is a powerful theme – especially in this 
predominantly prosperous city. I am delighted that we are able to keep this 
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outward giving strong both by our direct giving and by collections that we enable 
(e.g. Christian Aid and several others over Christmas). This is especially important 
in the context of our Building for Life fund-raising. My thanks to Alexa Heady for 
so ably leading our Beyond Ourselves committee. 

During 2018 we continued to benefit from all the hard work to develop our 
presentation and communication (see report on p. 46). Ursula Payne in her role 
as Rector’s Assistant and Building for Life Co-ordinator has contributed a huge 
amount to this, for which I am very grateful. 

The Parish Office at St Paul’s is absolutely key to the effective administration of 
our parish. It is a first port of call for many enquiries, where people find a friendly 
welcome and a real willingness to help. The office is a hive of activity. With lots of 
volunteers involved, the role of co-ordinating and enabling becomes ever more 
important. Katy Palacio is greatly valued as Parish Administrator. We are so 
grateful for all she does. I often speak of what I call ‘godly administration’. There 
are numerous examples of this and we have many good systems in place. Ursula 
Payne has been a great support to me and has done exceptional work enabling 
the development of our Building for Life project. 

I am immensely grateful to all with whom I work most closely, both lay and 
ordained. Mary and I work very well together as a strong team with different and 
complementary skills. In the wider staff team I acknowledge with gratitude the 
support of Bishop John Dennis, Canon Keith Anderson, Revd Neil Birkett, Canon 
Philip Morgan and, in their role as Licensed Lay Ministers, Stephen Adam and 
Gary Ruffell (now Emeritus). Stephen leads Mattins at St Matthew’s, preaches 
regularly at both churches and has taken a significant number of funerals. At the 
end of June we look forward to welcoming Liz Stuart as an SSM (Self-Supporting 
Minister), as Mary is. Liz has a demanding job as Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the 
University of Winchester and will be with us on a part-time basis. 

In conclusion: I find increasingly that my role is to have oversight of all that’s 
going on. I really do feel that we are a ‘modern’ parish that takes seriously the 
unique contribution that each person can make – that’s why we’re thriving! The 
role of the parish priest remains essentially the same as it ever was but needs to 
go on changing, adapting to developments in both the wider church and in 
society. I want us to continue to be on the ‘front foot’, constantly analysing what 
is happening in the world today and how we should respond. We’re called, I 
believe, to discern the signs of the times, to look ahead and to trust in the 
ongoing activity of the Holy Spirit. 

Our mission statement, presented on the front of this review, continues to 
encapsulate what we seek to do and be, and amplifies our strapline, Pilgrims on a 
journey. In summary: there is so much in our parish that is really flourishing, 
thanks to the grace of God working through so many committed and gifted 
people. Thanks be to God. 

Peter Seal 
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Churchwardens’ report, St Paul’s 
 

Once again, over the past 12 months we have seen a period of steady growth and 
development, with many new individuals and families joining us for worship. 

The Building for Life plan continues to progress well. We give great thanks to the 
Building for Life team, and especially Ursula Payne, for the detailed work done to 
progress the project towards readiness to tender. We’re thankful for the skilful 
design work of our architect, Anthony Feltham-King, and the Building for Life 
steering committee in guiding this work overall. We have continued to have a 
very successful fund-raising campaign; thanks to Bill Lucas and the fund-raising 
team for their tireless work in the submission of many successful applications for 
grants from various bodies, most recently Hampshire County Council. And, of 
course, we give thanks for the generosity of all who are supporting the appeal. 

We are blessed to have so many children in our community; Children’s and Youth 
work is a critical element of our church life. We saw some changes in the team in 
2018. Mary Copping continues as the Children’s and Youth Work Co-ordinator 
but we were sorry to say goodbye to Olli Wilson-Smith, as he finished at 
Winchester University. We are grateful that Aaron Burrows was able to continue 
with us, joined by Imogen Cook and Megan Maylam. We thank them all for their 
time and good teamwork, which is much appreciated by the congregation. 

We are always looking for new volunteers to join and spread the load. On 
Sundays there are the welcome and coffee teams and the instrumentalists and 
singers, who all work hard to make our Sunday mornings such a valuable time in 
our week; the flower arrangers/decorators, who continue to make the church 
look lovely for our services and on special occasions; the various teams and 
committees, Property, PCC, Community Day, Children’s Work, O Help, Parish 
Visitors and the many individuals quietly working away to make the church into 
what it is today – a welcoming and supportive place. We are hugely indebted for 
all that they do. 

We would like to give a special thank you to Alexa Heady, who has supported us 
as Assistant Churchwarden in so many ways throughout the year in addition to 
her important role as the Beyond Ourselves co-ordinator, an increasingly 
important role in our church life. 

Finally, our grateful thanks go to Revd Mary Copping and Canon Peter Seal for 
their continued leadership, guidance, care and the patience and support they 
give to us all. Their tireless work has helped so much in our growing church. With 
Peter’s vision and drive, we are finally realising such progress with our Building 
for Life programme for future generations. Thank you, Peter and Mary. 

Christopher Seaman and Chris Sharp 
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Churchwarden’s report, St Matthew’s 
 

After all the activity and efforts of building and refurbishment of the previous two 
years, and the celebratory talks, festivals and exhibitions that accompanied them, 
2018 saw a return to routine. The rhythm of regular weekly worship – Holy 
Communion at 8 am on Sundays and 11 am on Wednesdays, Mattins at 11.15 on 
Sundays – resumed with congregations holding up reasonably well, but showing 
little sign of the expansion that had been hoped for. The exception was the 
Advent Carol Service by candlelight, when some 70 people crowded in and 
enjoyed a memorable service of lessons and hymns. 

Following the successful series of talks held in the church to mark the re-opening, 
three more talks were held in April/May before appreciative audiences: on the 
19th-century architect Owen Browne Carter (responsible for the original vestry at 
St Matthew’s), on bell-making and ringing in Hampshire, and on the history of the 
local schools. Gary Ruffell arranged for the Puzzlers’ Club to hold meetings there. 
There were also visits by parties from local schools, some 30 pupils at a time, 
which served to raise awareness of the church – and churches in general – among 
the children of the neighbourhood. 

The quinquennial inspection, carried out by Fiona Hudd of Seymour and 
Bainbridge who had supervised the rebuilding and refurbishment programme, 
revealed a few further areas requiring attention – in particular, the external 
stonework and the panelling around the priest’s stall. A group of gardening 
enthusiasts led by Helen Chambers started a programme of planning and planting 
in the churchyard which is already attracting favourable comment from passers-
by. We are particularly grateful for Gary’s successful attempts to bring the bush 
which grows next to the noticeboard under control. 

It became clear that the organ needed some serious attention as breakdowns 
became more frequent. A professional inspection revealed that the old pipe 
instrument was not in fact of any great musical or historical interest, and a faculty 
was applied for to replace it with a digital organ, to be most generously donated 
by Pat Robinson, a long-time worshipper who has already donated a beautiful 
replica of the Wyke Paten which is used at special services. It became clear that 
the complete removal of the old organ would open up the gallery and 
significantly improve access and movement there, as well as letting in more light. 

No candidate could be found to succeed Mike Russell-Smith, who after many 
years stood down as churchwarden. In practice, he and Linda continue to carry 
out virtually all the duties they did before, while the quarterly meetings of the 
Planning Group ensure that the church’s needs are anticipated and dealt with. 

Dick Wilkinson 
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Review of the PCC’s year 
 

The PCC met eight times, including twice in the new meeting space at St 
Matthew’s. Much of the content of these meetings is included in the committee 
reports that follow. Listed below are highlighted items that may be of interest. 

• Open churches – this is very important. St Matthew’s is open every day. I am 
grateful to the rota of volunteers who make it possible. A welcome 
development is that St Paul’s is now also open every day. 

• Children’s and Youth Work – central to St Paul’s in particular, but valued 
across the parish; regular reports received from Mary Copping. A major part of 
Mary’s role has been to recruit, train, enable and support the work of a 
number of young adults to assist her (see report on p. 18). 

• Parish Visitors – Jan Walley continues to do excellent work as co-ordinator 
and has developed and adapted her role to meet changing needs. The PCC 
receives regular reports. We now have active links with the three health 
centres in Winchester and are developing good working co-operation with our 
other city centre cluster parishes, as well as the St John Winchester Charity. 

 Stewardship renewal (which now includes the promotion of legacies) – time, 
skills and money. Much careful, sensitive planning and discussion takes place 
both at Finance Committee and the PCC. A February Stewardship Sunday is 
now well established. 

 Volunteers – as mentioned in my rector’s report: recruiting and training 
volunteers is crucial to the ongoing life of our church community. There are 
always vacancies! 

• Health, safety and security – we are most grateful to our officers: Dick 
Wilkinson at St Matthew’s and Roger McKearney at St Pauls. The variable floor 
levels at St Paul’s continue to be a hazard and cause for concern. Achieving 
one accessible floor level throughout the church remains one of the driving 
factors in the design for the re-ordering. 

• Safeguarding Officer – we are very grateful to Niki Bray for her work in this 
role, alongside Mary Copping. Relevant safeguarding policies and procedures 
have been reviewed to ensure that we comply with our duty to have due 
regard to the House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults. Mary and I have attended the relevant training. An 
increasing number of volunteers have completed the online training. 

• Mission Action Planning (now referred to as Vision and Strategy by the PCC) 
– Chris Sharp continues to lead the PCC in producing a new plan for the 
coming years. 
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• Fresh Expression – the monthly Sunday afternoon family service (St Paul’s @ 
4) continues to be appreciated. Among those attending are some families who 
do not otherwise come to church. 

• Community – we record our thanks to Julie Sharp (supported by Mary) for 
leading the planning for the 2018 Community Day, which was a great success. 
Adrienne and Kat Marsden and Roger Jones are heading up the 2019 day and 
plans are well in hand. 

• Parish ‘Friends’ group – there have been a number of successful and 
enjoyable events which have raised a significant amount of money, allocated 
by the PCC to the building projects at St Paul’s. A new chair of the group to 
succeed Geoffrey Burnaby is still urgently needed. 

• The legacy scheme – significant work has been done on this, with Gill 
Longman producing a new publicity flyer which was distributed on 
Stewardship Sunday, and Tim Stannard taking on the role of stewardship 
officer alongside his role as stewardship secretary. Legacies are a potentially 
significant opportunity for the pledge of both small and large sums of money, 
which we need to encourage. We should actively develop this resource as a 
matter of urgency. (We note the generosity of Ken and Freda Wilkins, without 
which we would not have been able to undertake the recent building projects 
at St Matthew’s or Building for Life at St Paul’s.) 

• Parish finances – in response to growing concern about our increasing 
Common Mission Fund (Share) payments to the diocese, a small group has 
continued to negotiate with both the deanery and diocese. This led to a 
significantly smaller (though still significant) increase to the initial request for 
2019. We are engaged in an ongoing conversation in anticipation of an 
increased figure for 2020. 

• Pre-school – our regular contact and active co-operation continues to develop 
fruitfully. The adequacy of the facilities becomes more of a strain each year. 
This highlights the need to progress our Building for Life plans. Termly services 
on a weekday (which include the toddler group) have continued to go well. 

• Western Church School – Mary and I continue to maintain good relationships 
and communication. 

 Education Sunday – in September Bill Lucas and I worked together to enable a 
distinctive 9.30 service to mark Education Sunday (‘Life in all its fullness’, John 
10: 10), highlighting the importance of education both in our schools and in 
our daily lives, as well as on Sundays, particularly for our children and young 
people. 

• Ministry team and vocations – we look forward to welcoming Liz Stuart as a 
part time curate from the end of June 2019. 

• Churchwardens – Chris Sharp and Christopher Seaman (from April 2018) have 
been our churchwardens at St Paul’s, supported by Alexa Heady as assistant 
churchwarden. Dick Wilkinson has continued as churchwarden at St 
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Matthew’s, with us unable to fill the vacancy left by Mike Russell-Smith when 
he stepped down at the 2018 APCM. 

• Administrative support – the Parish Office is the centre of administration. This 
is invaluable work as more and more people are drawn into the life of this 
vibrant parish. Continuing to recruit, encourage and support a growing team 
of volunteers is one of our key priorities as we look to the future. The office 
will need to re-locate to the smaller of the parish rooms during the building 
project. 

• PCC Secretary – we are grateful to Nathalie Schulz for her excellent work. 

• Care of the St Paul’s site – Roger McKearney has contributed much in his role 
as volunteer caretaker. 

• Faith development – several homegroups have continued to meet, as well as 
Lent groups at both churches and also an Advent course at St Matthew’s. 
There was another successful men’s weekend at Hilfield Friary and a good 
Advent Quiet Day at Wisdom House, Romsey. There are plans for a women’s 
weekend in November 2019. 

Building for Life 

• Master-plan – the steering group and PCC have continued to work creatively 
to develop plans to re-order the inside of St Paul’s with our Project Architect 
Antony Feltham-King of St Ann’s Gate Architects, Salisbury. All relevant 
permissions were received during the first half of 2018. The PCC, advised by 
the Finance Committee, is doing much careful work on how we manage the 
various complex decision-making processes and ongoing project management. 

 Fund-raising group – skilfully and energetically led by Bill Lucas, this has 
worked really hard during the year, with significant success. Submitting grant 
applications in a competitive climate has been the major focus of energy and 
attention. We await responses to some significant applications. 

Peter Seal 

 

Building for Life 
 

2018 was a really significant year for our ambitious Building for Life programme 
to transform the interior of St Paul’s, to make it fully accessible, safe, warm and 
even more welcoming. We give thanks for the numerous contributions and 
donations received, notwithstanding the need for further work in 2019 to raise 
the last 25% needed to see us over the start line. 

 

Fund-raising 

Legacies  Funding for Building for Life at St Paul’s was kick-started by the 
generous Wilkins bequest, which allowed us to turn dreams into solid proposals 
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and has provided a firm foundation for our subsequent fund-raising. In late 2018 
we were notified of a modest legacy that is likely to be received during 2019 –a 
reminder that legacies are a natural part of our Christian stewardship: a way of 
giving thanks to God for the gifts of our lifetime. 

Grant applications  Applications to grant-making trusts underpinned our fund-
raising in 2018, which was led with enormous skill, imagination and dedication by 
Bill Lucas. In January we held a training workshop and from this our grants team 
emerged. The first application, drafted by Nikki Prentice-Jones, went off in 
January to the Garfield Weston Foundation, and others followed throughout the 
year. The grants process is long: some organisations require pre-application data 
before we are even allowed to formally seek a grant, and some trustees meet 
only quarterly. So it can easily be six months from submitting an application to 
learning whether or not we have been successful. By the end of 2018 we had 
received pledges worth £127,000 from seven organisations. 

Grants team  Huge thanks to Bryony Blazeby, who was appointed part-time 
Grants Administrator in January 2018. She has worked tirelessly seeking out 
potential funding sources, co-ordinating our team of volunteers and managing 
the application process. From July onwards Penny Maguire did some focused 
work on finding funding bodies to apply to, and our thanks also to Gavin 
MacAulay, for his help with a business plan. We are grateful to all who met to 
discuss our fund-raising strategy, and most especially to those who drafted and 
reviewed 22 bids in 2018 (and more continuing into 2019) – Peter Casey, Michael 
Joseph, Gill Longman, Mike Longman, Barney Lynch, Nick Page, Ursula Payne, 
Vicky Scott and Angus Watson – and to Bill and Ursula, who finalised each 
application. 

Congregational giving  Many of the gifts from our congregations were pledged in 
summer 2017. Those pledges were honoured and received throughout 2018, and 
we give thanks for the generosity of our regular worshippers. Members also 
organised a range of fund-raising events, including a sale of wine, the well-
established wine-tasting, a raffle at a Winchester Camerata concert, a Clarendon 
Way walk that with wonderful match-funding raised over £13,000, the Autumn 
Fayre and the ongoing Coffee Pot pop-up café. The Friends of St Matthew with St 
Paul raised funds through a talk, ‘When I was a prison governor’, and a garden 
party in St Cross, contributing a total of £3,500 in 2018. 

Community support  Our Community Day in May raised £4,775 (net), and our 
first community appeal letter was delivered to 2,600 homes the following month, 
raising more than £6,000; we are most grateful to local people who choose to 
support Building for Life. (The second community appeal letter went out in 
February 2019.) A JustGiving community hub appeal was launched in July and 
raised over £1,000 in 2018. Our particular thanks to Milli McGregor for designing 
the yellow brick road graphic for the banner at the back of St Paul’s, and to Gill 
Longman for her help in writing the community appeal letters, JustGiving text, 
Building for Life leaflets and press releases. 
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We are most grateful to Giles Tibbitts, who has done much careful work 
accounting for the monies raised for Building for Life. 

 

Planning 

Spring saw us passing various important planning milestones: we received the 
faculty (diocesan permission) in March and formal planning permission from 
Winchester City Council in May. Between those two, preliminary archaeological 
investigations relating to future phases of Building for Life were completed. 

The steering group met monthly with the architect, Antony Feltham-King of St 
Ann’s Gate, to develop and finalise details of the project. We are most grateful to 
Mark Butt, James Clay, John Schulz and Vicky Scott, who have made a substantial 
contribution and commitment of time and expertise. There have been ongoing 
discussions in areas such as how best to achieve full accessibility, how to future-
proof for audio-visual requirements and how to maximise our environmentally 
friendly approach (including recycling the pine floorboards). Advice from building 
control helped us formulate improvements to fire safety, with a new detection 
and alarm system planned. 

We are grateful to Julia Seal and Irene Casey, who bravely took on detailed 
planning of the new community kitchen. Thanks too to Anne Odling and Sue 
Walker, who have been busy making practical arrangements in preparation for 
moving out of St Paul’s during building works. 

 

Oversight 

My role has been to attend all the meetings (!) and have an oversight of the 
various strands that make up this long and involved process. It has been really 
productive to work with Amanda Berridge, our Honorary Treasurer, and Tim 
Stannard, Chair of PCC Finance Committee, in thinking through the complex 
financial questions, including identified risks and cash flow. Their advice through 
the Finance Committee will in due course guide the PCC, who will be responsible 
for making the decision as to when it is prudent for the work to begin. 

A special thank you to Ursula Payne who, in her role as Building for Life 
Administrator, has worked tirelessly to carefully co-ordinate the many elements 
of the project. 

We are a faith community and this project, which we long ago identified as being 
so crucial for the future of our church and wider communities, continues to be 
supported with much faithful prayer. Our commitment to the generations that 
will follow us is testimony to our trust in God and his good purposes. In all we 
seek to do and be, we are very conscious of the daily presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit guiding us. Thanks be to God, and here’s to the future! 

Peter Seal  
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Winchester Cathedral 
 

People from our parish are involved with the life of our cathedral church in 
various ways: 

 I am an honorary canon and have the privilege of a stall in the choir. I serve on 
the cathedral council, which has an important role of oversight of the wide 
range of ministry and mission both in and from the cathedral. As chaplain of 
Peter Symonds College I am involved in both the annual Founder’s Day 
Evensong and the Christmas carol service. 

 Mark Byford, who continues as a valued member of our PCC and parish, is one 
of the two lay canons of the cathedral. This time-consuming role involves him 
intimately in the day-to-day management and running of the cathedral, as 
well as the development and implementation of their vision and strategy for 
the future. He is also very much part of the worshipping life of the cathedral. 

 Kathleen Freeman, who has such a commitment to and experience of Taizé 
music, is one of the key people planning and leading the distinctive monthly 
Taizé service, which has a significant attendance and is greatly valued. 

 Bill Lucas was appointed Learning Adviser to the cathedral in autumn 2018 
and is becoming deeply involved in developing this new and exciting role. 

Peter Seal 

 

Winchester Deanery Synod 
 

The Deanery Synod is the local forum for our group of parishes in Winchester and 
its surrounding area. It meets about four times each year. Representing your PCC 
on it are Mark Byford, Mary Copping, Keith Jones, Peter Seal and Chris Sharp 
(we’re hoping more women may volunteer to join!). 

Synod’s gradually been developing better collaboration between parishes so they 
learn more about, and from, their different experiences and expertise in a 
number of areas. 

This has included sharing experiences about St Paul’s extensive children’s 
activities, so that others can perhaps use or adapt these successes. Synod’s also 
developing a more co-ordinated ministry for local school assemblies that will 
respect churches’ local relationships with schools. 

Our network of Parish Visitors, widely respected and taken up by GPs, has 
learned from, and helped to develop, other parishes’ support for parishioners 
and is recognised by them as a model to build on. 



 

16 

Inevitably Synod also debates the financing of parishes in the diocese. It has 
shared different approaches to encouraging more people to give enough, 
regularly, so that our work, and that of the diocese, can develop as well as simply 
continue. This recently strengthened our approach to encouraging people to 
remember St Matthew’s and St Paul’s in their legacies. 

Synod regularly considers how our local churches and parishes are best grouped 
and supported by the most appropriate mix of sharing of paid or 
voluntary/retired clergy, Licensed Lay Ministers or others with ministry skills. 

The shape of ministry in Winchester, and how to sustain it, has changed over 
recent decades. It will alter further as needs and resources change over time. So 
lastly, we pray regularly at Synod that we may discern the right ways forward to 
develop it – together. 

Keith Jones 

 

Churches Together in Winchester 
 

There were two general meetings, in May and October 2018. A new Chair, Tim 
Searle, was elected for 2019 and took on the role at the October meeting. Here is 
a summary of developments within Churches Together in Winchester (CTW): 

 Business champion – the aim is to support the spiritual and practical needs of 
business people in the city of Winchester, including intercessory prayers and 
monthly prayer diary; reflections on ethics, values, transparency and the 
purpose of business; and an online networking directory to collate what is 
available. 

 Refugee response report – to date CTW supports six families in Winchester 
and one in Alresford. Altogether there are 40 family members. Hampshire 
County Council has opened a hub in Kings Worthy to help them gain skills for 
employment. Accommodation is vital, and no other refugees can arrive here 
until this is available. 

 Green Week – the first-ever Winchester Green Week took place in October 
and was widely publicised in all churches. This was an initiative of WinACC 
with the support of CTW. It is hoped that the 2019 cathedral harvest weekend 
will include more stalls from CTW and individual churches with an emphasis 
on sustainability. 

 Christmas market and lantern parade – this year’s theme was ‘Light in the 
Darkness’. The lantern parade took place on 29 November and was an 
important Christian input in the market. Other contributions were a new 
nativity scene, some drama and a children’s trail around the market. 

 Pentecost celebration at the cathedral – this began with a festival in the Outer 
Close with church stalls and culminated with a Beacon Service led by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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 Strategy reflection – three years ago CTW set up a new structure with 
champions appointed for various areas. This has been a success, with prayer 
intercessors recording evidence of a reduction in violence and self-harm at 
Winchester Prison; city centre chaplains supporting local businesses; and 
successful work being done with refugees in the area. 

Christine Smith 

 

Children’s and Youth Work 
 

Children’s and Youth Work Committee 

The committee has continued to provide a strategic overview for Children’s and 
Youth Work in the parish and support for the Parish Children’s and Youth Work 
Co-ordinator, Mary Copping, during 2018. 

During the past year the Transition and Destination groups have been very well 
led by Aaron Burrows, one of our youth assistants, who has been with us since 
October 2017. He has built good relationships with the young people. (Megan 
Maylam joined us in the New Year and has been working with Aaron with these 
two groups). Olli Wilson-Smith sadly had to leave us in May 2018, due to 
completing his university course, and we wish him well. Children aged 5–10 meet 
in St Paul’s Hall and have been well led by a very good group of volunteers. 
(Imogen Cook also joined us in the New Year and has been helping lead the 
groups in the hall.) Scramblers (under-fives) is led by another great team of 
volunteers. Mary mentors the three assistants (all from Winchester University) 
and co-ordinates the groups; work with them has been varied and of a high 
quality. There has been much contact with Western, our church school, and Peter 
Symonds College, and Mary has built a good relationship with staff at Westgate 
Lower School, leading assemblies there also. 

The show Joseph, based on the story from the Old Testament, was a great 
success, involving many children and young people, including children from 
Western and Westgate Lower schools. This has become a popular annual event at 
St Paul’s (as evidenced by Bugsy Malone in 2019). 

The work has been extremely well led by Mary, whose role has continued to 
develop during the past 12 months, increasingly becoming one of co-ordinator 
rather than having always to be the do-er or deliverer! This brief report provides 
a good opportunity for the sub-committee to place on record our grateful thanks 
to Mary for the excellent, caring, creative and hard-working way she has gone 
about her job. 

Bill Lucas, Chair 
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Aims of our work with under-16s 

Our aim is to involve and nurture the children and young people in our church, so 
that they feel a valuable part of our congregation and are helped to learn about 
and live out their Christian faith in their lives. 

We try to involve the children as much as possible in Sunday morning services. 
There is a children’s story at the beginning and all the children process with 
banners (that they have made) at the end. They do the reading and say prayers at 
our Family Communion services on the first Sunday of each month. They also 
contribute as servers, processing with candles at the beginning and end of 
services. We held a servers’ social, where the children and their parents looked at 
the value of their role and how important it is to both them and the church. 

 

Sunday morning groups 

These are Scramblers (pre-school age), Climbers (ages 4–6), Explorers (ages 7–8), 
Destination (ages 9–12) and Transition (age 13+). These groups are held every 
Sunday morning apart from the first week of the month and are led by many 
willing volunteers. We also employ students from the University of Winchester 
(part-time) to lead the groups. At the moment we have one Children’s Assistant 
and two Youth Assistants, although for part of 2018 we weren’t so well staffed. 
The children and young people enjoy their leadership and the students enjoy 
being part of our church family. 

Mary Copping 

 

Destination and Transition groups  We have had a busy and successful year in 
Destination and Transition. Since Olli Wilson-Smith’s departure we have 
gratefully welcomed Megan Maylam to the team. She has already built up some 
good relationships with the young people and has continuously shown herself to 
be fully committed and hardworking, able to engage the young people and keep 
them occupied with the tasks presented to them. 

As part of our 2018–19 scheme we aimed to introduce our young people to a 
variety of different churches and Christian denominations in Winchester in the 
hope of demonstrating the diversity of beliefs that exist even within Christianity. 
These trips have been hugely successful and we have gained some positive 
feedback from our young people and parents. After each trip, the following 
Sunday we aimed to consolidate our understanding by discussing the similarities 
and differences, what we liked and what we didn’t feel as comfortable about. 
Churches we have visited include St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, Hope Church 
and the University of Winchester chapel. In each place of worship we were made 
to feel comfortable, and for most visits we were encouraged to ask as many 
questions as possible. 

We seem to have increased the number of young people attending. Each week, 
at the least, we maintain a steady number of attendees, which has meant we are 
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able to continue with our planned sessions, making them as engaging and 
worthwhile as possible. We hope to be able to offer more opportunities for our 
young people to socialise and interact with each other outside of Sunday 
services. Our first ideas are to run a Saturday movie night and a games night. 

The groups seem to be going really well. Each week the children are engaged, 
responding respectfully and maturely to the many different tasks and questions 
posed to them. In addition, we feel they have shown themselves to be kind and 
welcoming, particularly to Megan, which means she is enjoying working with us 
here at St Paul’s. Throughout our time here, we both feel we have established 
good working relationships, which we believe will continue to grow and develop. 
Finally, we think Mary has been exceptionally helpful to both of us and very 
welcoming to Megan. Mary has been key in allowing us to take our young people 
on visits to other places and to plan other special events for the future, which will 
help us to continue to build on our rapport with our young people. 

Aaron Burrows, Youth Assistant 

 

Highlights of the year 

Annual Show  We have a workshop each year at St Paul’s and at the end put on a 
show; in 2018 we staged the story of Joseph (Bugsy Malone in 2019!). Joseph was 
choreographed by Bronwen Dixie, who works with the Florian School of Dance 
and Chichester Stage School. Many children and families were involved from 
Westgate Lower School and Western, our church school. The performance was 
enjoyed by many, with refreshments afterwards, giving people time to chat. 

Easter  Child-friendly activities included the Good Friday family service, making 
the Easter garden on Holy Saturday, and on Easter Day the popular Easter egg 
hunt during part of the service, which many children and families enjoyed. 

Community Day  The theme for 2018 was ‘Children’s Stories’ and children from 
local schools, Brownies, and St Paul’s Pre-school were invited to colour large 
book covers to decorate the church. The children performed part of Joseph at the 
beginning. As always, there was a lively children’s zone with face-painting, 
applying tattoos, nail-painting and craft activities. Many people enjoyed the 
animal farm, bouncy castle, ice cream van and candy floss stall. (The theme for 
2019 is ‘The Circus’.) 

Parish camping  At the end of August we had our annual parish camp at Avon 
Tyrrell, with informal outdoor church services on the Saturday and Sunday. 
Families from church enjoy the outdoor life there and get to know each other 
better; the children really appreciate the freedom of playing together out in the 
open. 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic  After the Education Sunday service in September we held a 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic, inviting families from pre-school, toddler group and also 
baptism families. Many came to enjoy good food, good conversation, and lots of 
themed craft activities and games for the children. 
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Christmas  Child-friendly activities included a Christingle service and an outdoor 
Animal Nativity presenting the Christmas story with donkeys and sheep – a lot of 
people came to this and, for some families, this was their only Christmas service. 
We sang carols and had hot chocolate in the church afterwards with craft 
activities for the children. The Nativity service on Christmas Eve was very well 
attended, with children coming dressed up as figures from the Nativity, and a 
dramatic presentation of the story with the children involved. Our family service 
on Christmas Day was also attended by lots of excited children. 

 

Other initiatives 

Under-fives’ services  These were held once a term on Friday mornings, with St 
Paul’s Pre-school and the toddler group. Baptism families and others were 
invited, and they were always well attended. We have good connections with 
pre-school; I occasionally go in to tell them Bible stories, and sometimes groups 
of children visit St Paul’s Coffee Pot. 

Shared lunch at church  This is for all church members; families enjoy coming, 
and the children have their own table to sit at, with activities for them 
afterwards. 

Schools, college and university  I continue to take assemblies at Western Church 
School and Westgate Lower School, and also visit Peter Symonds Christian Union 
and the Eucharist at the University of Winchester. 

Mary Copping 

 

Storytellers 

The story at the start of the 9.30 Sunday service continues to be a building block 
for the ministry to children at St Paul’s. After the opening announcement and the 
first hymn, one of eight dedicated storytellers engages for five minutes with the 
4–8-year-olds below the chancel steps as they unravel the wonders of the gospel 
of the day. 

In 2018 we heard about the calling of St Matthew on the Sunday Keith Anderson 
celebrated the 40th anniversary of his ordination. On the feast day of Mary 
Magdalene we learned that, as she experienced in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
we recognise someone not by their appearance but by their voice. We were 
reminded on Bible Sunday that we are God’s ears, hands and feet today. 

As 2019 gains momentum we are fortunate to have new storytellers stepping 
forward to take the place of one or two familiar faces, who are taking a well-
earned break. 

James Clay 
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Faith Development Group 
 

This group seeks to ask questions about what might encourage growth and 
development in faith within the parish and what activities might be promoted. It 
then tries to initiate and/or support activities that would enable those ideas. 
Finally, it reviews what has been done, in order to make informed decisions for 
the future. 

The FDG does not typically address matters concerned with regular worship 
within the liturgical cycle, unless asked for input by our clergy. Typical of the 
matters covered are: 

 Lent and Advent courses in the parish 
 homegroups 
 initiatives from elsewhere, e.g. the global prayer movement ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come’ 
 away events: men’s weekend; women’s weekend; New Wine, etc. 
 suitable courses, e.g. Puzzling Questions, Alpha 
 new people/nurture initiatives 
 other faith-orientated events such as Mary Copping’s evening ‘Is God speaking 

to me?’; Sunday morning meditation for children; ‘welcome’ booklets; Back to 
Church Sunday 

 external faith-focused relationships: Westgate Lower and Western Church 
schools, Peter Symonds College, diocese 

We have actively sought new members with limited success, but would warmly 
welcome volunteers. 

Michael Joseph 

 

Parish groups 
 

St Matthew’s Lent course 

A lively group of 12, on average, met at St Matthew’s on Wednesday mornings to 
discuss the York course entitled These three ... Faith, Hope and Love. Written by 
Canon John Young, it is based on 1 Corinthians 13, and the group welcomed the 
opportunity to look at this well-known text in depth. Each of the five sessions was 
led by a group member and all expressed enjoyment of the discussions prompted 
by the very enlightening content. 

A five-week York course has again been chosen for Lent 2019 entitled On the 
Third Day, by Bishop John Pritchard. 

Talia Hedstrom 
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Advent course 

The four-week York course, written by Matt Woodcock, was entitled Life to the 
Full? It explored what it might mean to experience the fullness of the Christian 
faith in our busy and rather messy lives. Counteracting the trend of emptying our 
minds to find peace associated with mindfulness, it looked at how Christians 
might find the full life that Jesus gives us instead of running on empty. 

A different person led each session and this seemed to work well – it is much 
easier to find leaders for a single session than a whole course. It also gives people 
the opportunity to experience different kinds of approach and delivery. It was not 
possible to deliver all the material provided for each session, so leaders chose 
what to focus on. The same format will be used for the 2019 Advent course. 

Christine Bennett 

 

Homegroups 

Daytime book group  We meet on the first Monday of each month at 2.30 pm in 
each other’s homes. We’re a small group and would love to attract new 
members. Our readings always involve a lot of discussion, and we draw on our 
own life experiences. We have recently read books by David Winter and Michael 
Mayne. We try to find books that are interesting, hold the attention and are, 
basically, a good read. 

We have just finished reading When Bad Things Happen to Good People by Rabbi 
Harold Kushner. Losing his young son to a degenerative disease prompted him to 
ask, ‘Why, God?’ The book is the result of his questioning. It was interesting to 
read a book that could only call upon the Old Testament for illustrative purposes. 
Whilst a lot of the content had a relevance for all people, whatever their faith, we 
had to remember that it was written by someone who did not have Jesus in his 
life. It did provoke a lot of discussion fuelled by a cup of tea and a biscuit! 

Anyone in the group can suggest a book to read, and occasionally books are 
recommended to us. Our next one is Bishop John’s autobiography, Here am I, 
Send me. We hold a warm welcome for anyone who would like to join us. 

Christine Bennett 

 

Tuesday homegroup  In this past year, we have completed the Church of England 
Pilgrim course. The journey started back in April 2015 for many of us, and some 
have come and gone along the way. We have found it well-structured ‘for the 
Christian journey’ and aimed at ‘enquirers and new Christians’. Most of our group 
fall into the category of enquirers and, though wise heads, have found the 
themes and questions challenging. 

2018 saw us embark on Book 7, The Bible, and Book 8, Church and Kingdom (we 
spilled into January 2019). It soon became apparent that the ‘grow’ stage – Books 
5 to 8 – aims to take us further and deeper than the first quartet, with an 
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emphasis on discipleship and learning to tell the story of God’s work in our lives 
to others. 

The study of scripture is the backbone of the course and it promotes the use of 
the Benedictine practice of lectio divina. Here a passage is read three times, 
interspersed with a short period of silence allowing for reflection and meditation. 
When we have a spare Tuesday we study the gospel from the previous Sunday. 
This again is a chance to frame our evenings around the lectio divina approach 
and see the passage as the living word. 

We have been ten and we are now seven, so there is room for new faces to join 
us, meeting in someone’s home on the first and third Tuesdays of the month. We 
start at 7.45 pm and finish by 9.15; a lift can be arranged for those without 
transport. Is that empty chair waiting for you? 

James Clay 

 

Wednesday homegroup  A new homegroup started at our home in October 
2018, studying Romans, the book of the Bible often argued to be the most life-
changing. We discovered an ‘app’ where we could follow the Romans course and 
catch up on sessions we couldn’t attend, as well as individually dip into other 
short courses. God has called each member of the group somewhere different as 
we get into Lent 2019, and so the group as it was has disbanded. But we still have 
our bond, our Bibles and our app to carry with us! 

Susie Richardson 

 

Thursday homegroup  We have been meeting for six years now, usually in our 
home. We meet roughly fortnightly and – after tea and cake – follow a study 
course. It is always linked to the Bible, but only occasionally to a specific book. 
This year, we continued the Pilgrim series with the set of studies on the Eucharist. 
In the autumn we followed the course A Beautiful Friendship, based on the film 
Casablanca, which brought out a rich collection of themes about waiting, 
lamenting, standing up for our beliefs and sacrificial love. After Christmas, we 
began the York course on Making Room: for newcomers and outsiders, for what 
is important and for God himself. 

The group is quite informal, and people can participate as actively or as quietly as 
they wish. One particular recurring theme is our wish to see how the gospel 
connects to real lives – including our own – and to the questions that people 
outside the Church are asking. So we expect that we shall continue to use a 
diverse range of material, but including some linked to secular culture, like 
Casablanca. We are always keen to welcome new members, whether for a 
particular study course, or the longer term, or just dropping in for a session. 

Peter and Irene Casey 
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Christian meditation 

The Christian meditation evening has been running for a few years and welcomes 
people from St Paul’s and other churches or backgrounds. Our roots are in the 
tradition of the World Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM). We gather 
around candles and an icon of Jesus, listen to a short reading, then share a period 
of silence lasting 20 to 30 minutes. This ends with a closing prayer, and a chance 
to talk a little afterwards. Newcomers come from time to time and are always 
welcome. 

Being in silence together is rich, profoundly nourishing and replenishing. A space 
inside us grows for God and his loving action within us, each of us as we need; 
and the fruits of meditation begin to grow in the rest of our lives and prayer. 
Meditation in the WCCM tradition reconnects us with the Desert Fathers, with 
Christian contemplatives and with Jesus himself. WCCM have meditation groups 
throughout the world; have taken meditation to schools, the business world and 
the NHS; and in Britain run a series of varied and interesting workshops, quiet 
days and retreats in their centre in London and throughout the country. For 
further information, see their website, www.wccm.org. 

Kathleen Freeman 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship 

For over 70 years the BRF has been offering guidance for private daily Bible 
reading through commentaries on selected passages, from individual books or 
following a chosen theme. Small booklets each covering four months’ daily 
reading are now available in different versions to suit all needs. 

A group of six readers at St Paul’s have been subscribing and receiving the 
booklets of their choice. We have recruited three new readers this year, and 
would welcome more, especially from St Matthew’s. Please contact Geoffrey 
Burnaby on birchmore1@talktalk.net or 865432 for details. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

 

E-mail prayer group 

The weekly prayer e-mail is one way of coming together as a church community 
to clothe all that we are and do with prayer, and to entrust the present and the 
future of our two churches to God.  

With this in mind, it is circulated to a number of people with suggestions for our 
prayers. Some may pray at the same time each week, others when they are able; 
but there can be a sense of our prayers uniting as we all follow the topics, each 
praying in our own way. 

The suggestions are drawn mainly from the welcome sheet, from PCC meetings 
and minutes, the parish magazine and requests from individuals. Nothing is too 
big or small – we pray over our church community, our prayer life and services 
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together, over weekly meetings and gatherings, finances, projects including 
Building for Life and our vision for the future of our churches and, importantly, 
we pray for the charities we support and those beyond ourselves. 

Our hope can be that every individual in our churches will flourish, and that we 
and our churches may be God’s light in the world as he intends. 

Kathleen Freeman 

 

Parish events 
 

Advent Quiet Day 

On 1 December 2018, fifteen of us gathered at Wisdom Centre, Romsey, to be led 
by Revd Maggie Guillebaud, Lecturer at Sarum College and Chaplain of Church 
House, Salisbury. The theme was ‘Reflections on Advent’, and Maggie took us on 
a journey through Advent using artwork, music and poetry. We found it a 
peaceful, special experience that gave time out in our busy lives but was also 
thought-provoking. The next Advent Quiet Day will be at Wisdom Centre on 
Saturday 7 December 2019, led by Revd Amanda Goulding. 

Mary Copping 

 

Community Day 

The 2018 Community Day raised £5,079, as follows: 

Stall/activity Sum raised 

BBQ £743.90 

Beer tent £439.91 

Books, DVDs, CDs £216.34 

Bottle tombola £240 

Bouncy castle £170.35 

Bric-à-brac £261.78 

Busking £6.57 

Café £889.75 

Cakes £258.75 

Children’s tombola £20 

Chocolate fountain £40.90 

Coconut shy £136.56 

Dog show  £12 

Face painting £97.17 

Gate £330 

Ice cream £50 
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Name the clown £11.10 

Plants £341.05 

Raffle £495.15 

Sundry £180 

Sweets £137.88 

Total £5,079.16 

After expenses, net profit was £4,775. Thanks go to all who helped through their 
time, talent and financial contributions. 

In one of his last official appearances as Mayor, Councillor David McLean officially 
opened the Community Day on 12 May 2018. The theme was ‘Children’s Stories’, 
selected for its universal appeal. Celebrations kicked off with highlights from the 
earlier production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, followed 
by lively performances from Winchester Fusion Choir, Western Church School 
Choir, Florian School of Dance and even St Paul’s Pre-school toddlers. Live music 
was provided, amongst others, by talented local singing duo Lauren Foster and 
Jamie Buckingham and Fulflood’s Marvin B. Naylor, who played his six string 
guitar, as well as St Paul’s very own barbershop quartet. 

Along with plants, books and cakes for sale there was ‘Tiger who came to tea’ 
face painting, a Mad Hatter’s Café, an egg and spoon race and a hunt for the 
goose’s golden egg. Aside from the usual children’s activities, bouncy castle and 
coconut shy, there was a Jackanory Story Tent, kitted out with floor cushions, 
giant story books and storytellers. And Mill Cottage Farm Experience ensured 
that animal lovers of all ages were able to stroke and cuddle assorted donkeys, 
mini-pigs, sheep and goats. 

The Community Day was a real opportunity to celebrate unity in a world that can 
seem increasingly divided, and focus was placed on engaging ‘new faces’ and 
talents from outside our own four walls. With this in mind, in the weeks running 
up to the event, a 500-word story-writing competition was launched in local 
schools and clubs, with thrilled winners in each age category receiving a prize 
from the mayor. A Graphic Art Design competition was also run, won by Lydia 
Stockley from Peter Symonds College, who designed the eye-catching publicity 
material for the event. A-level photography student Anna Camfield stepped up as 
‘official photographer’. 

A fun dog show inspired by 101 Dalmations and Lassie was a new attraction, 
where human visitors were joined by their four-legged friends to determine the 
prettiest pooch, who owned the waggiest tail and which dog could perform the 
cleverest trick! 

Local fare was cooked with characteristic flair on the BBQ and local beer from 
Alfred’s independent brewery (run by Wintonian Steve Haigh) filled recyclable 
starch ‘beer glasses’ – all part of our Eco Church drive.  
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As in previous years, Charters was the main sponsor, donating money for the use 
of signboards and funding flyers and programmes. And whilst the day raised 
£4,775 towards the Building for Life fund-raising programme, which will enable St 
Paul’s to modify its current facilities to better meet the changing needs of the 
community, the primary focus was really a celebration of all that it means to be in 
‘community’ with one another. A Community Day is a wonderful opportunity to 
pool our many and varied talents for the benefit of all. And it really does show 
that we are much more than the sum of our parts. 

In 2019 Adrienne and Kat Marsden and Roger Jones are heading up the 
Community Day team with the theme of ‘The Circus’. 

Julie Sharp 

 

Parish camping 

In September 2018, the parish camping weekend at Avon Tyrell attracted most 
people for the Saturday: Peter Seal led an opening service in the dappled shade 
of the pines before everyone shared lunch. The group then walked into Burley – 
over a fairly short track to accommodate the younger families – and had an early 
pub supper. This was fun and a successful change from previous years. We 
returned to camp for singing around a splendid fire in the dusk. On Sunday, Mary 
Copping led Holy Communion for the families who had camped overnight, in a 
very special service in the peace of the outdoors. For 2019 we are considering a 
change to perhaps a day’s outing rather than a whole weekend of camping. 

Henrietta Lucas 

 

Community-related activities 
 

Community hub 

St Matthew’s  Since the major works in 2016–17, St Matthew’s has become a 
lovely space to hold small groups, meetings and talks. In 2018 it was used for the 
Puzzlers’ Club, a series of local history talks, Friends’ events, an exhibition about 
the renovations and improvements, and several other ‘in-house’ groups. This 
beautiful medieval community space with kitchenette and modern toilet facilities 
is available to hire, and we hope its usage will continue to grow in 2019 and 
beyond. Do contact the parish office if you’d be interested. 

St Paul’s  From singing groups to safeguarding training and from baptisms to 
ballet, you’ll see from the table that follows what a varied selection of groups we 
have using the church, hall and parish rooms at St Paul’s. Hiring these spaces out 
is a large part of the parish administrator’s role, and I’m really happy to be 
working with the wonderful people who benefit from using our spaces and who 
help to make us the community hub we are. 

Katy Palacio 
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Groups from the parish and wider community using the St Paul’s site, 2018 

Notes 
- children’s events annual footfall figures include children, staff and parents 
collecting 
- worship not included; a conservative annual footfall estimate is 7,250, with 
average users at Sunday services 123 adults and 20 children 

Group Frequency of use Average 
user 
number 

Annual 
footfall 

Pre-school in St Paul’s 
Hall 

32½ hours per week (daily, 
Mon–Fri term time) 

28 11,110 

Ballet classes 21¼ hours per week (term 
time, 27 different weekly 
groups) 

10–20 18,500 

Toddler group 2 hours per week  20 780 

Pilates Monday 3 hours per week (term time, 
3 classes) 

13 500 

Pilates Wednesday am 3 hours per week (term time, 
2 classes) 

16 335 

Pilates Wednesday pm 3 hours per week (term time, 
2–3 classes) 

10–15 500 

Pilates Thursday 1 hour per week 10 470 

French class 1 hour per week 10 470 

Meditation 2 hours per week 10 470 

HCC yoga Wednesday 1 hour per week 10 470 

HCC yoga Friday 1 hour per week 10 470 

Summer yoga 4 times per year (1 hour) 8 35 

Kettle Bells (fitness class) 1 hour per week 5 190 

Guitar lesson 1 hour per week 2 96 

Winchester Shape Note 
Singing 

4 hours per month (2 classes) 15 360 

Crèche during 9.30 am 
Sunday service 

1 hour per week 3 200 

Children’s group during 
9.30 am Sunday services 

1 hour per week 15 720 

Youth group during 9.30 
am Sunday services 

1 hour per week 3 200 

Singing group rehearsals 1 hour per month 10 120 

Singing workshops occasional 30 30 

Carol service choir annual 40 40 
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Organ practice (open to 
community members – 
not just for services) 

3 hours per week (2 people, 1 
hour for one, 2 hours for the 
other) 

2 100 

Flower arranging 1 hour per week 2 110 

Baptism celebrations 5 times per year (2 hours) 35 175 

Informal café 2.5 hours per month 15 180 

Rooms & hall used for 
parties 

3 times per month (approx.) 40 1,440 

Management committee 
(PCC) 

6 times per year (2 hours) 18 110 

Building for Life steering 
group 

1 hour per month 8 100 

Building for Life fund-
raising group 

2 hours per month 6 75 

Community Day 
preparation meetings 

6 times per year (2 hours) 5 30 

Community Day annual (all day) 900+ 900+ 

Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul events 

annual 200 200 

Pre-school staff meetings 6 times per year (1 hour) 5 30 

Pre-school welcome for 
new families 

annual (1 hour) 50 50 

Safeguarding training occasional 28 28 

School visits 3 times per year 70 210 

Concerts: Winchester 
Chamber Orchestra 

2 times per year 250 500 

Concerts: Winchester 
Camerata 

2 times per year 160 320 

Dulwich Opera Company 
opera 

annual (9 hours) 125 125 

Dulwich Opera Company 
concert 

annual (5 hours) 40 40 

Faith Development group 5 times per year (2 hours) 6 30 

Property Committee 5 times per year (2 hours) 6 30 

Lent course 5 weekly sessions (2¼ hours) 30 150 

Beyond Ourselves 4 times per year (2 hours) 6 25 

English Naturally student 
meetings 

3 times per year (2 hours) 40 120 

Annual Show rehearsals 2 times per year (full days) 45 180 

Oxford Mission 2 times per year (3–4 hours) 10 20 

Mothers’ Union 2 times per year (2 hours) 10 20 
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St Matthew’s Supper annual (2 hours) 40 40 

Polling Station local 
election 

annual (15 hours) 800 800 

Winchester Hockey AGM annual (2 hours) 45 45 

Ride + Stride charity 
event 

annual (all day) 20 20 

Pre-School parents’ 
evenings 

annual (3 hours) 50 50 

Meetings with wedding 
couples 

5 per year (as required) 2 10 

Weddings 5 per year 70 350 

Meetings with funeral 
families 

13 per year (as required) 2 26 

Funerals 8 per year previous figure was 
5, but 8 occurred in 2018 

40 320  

Parish Visitor training triennially (a course of several 
days) 

15 120 

Rooms & hall used for 
local 
business/community-
type meetings 

8 times per year (approx.) 15 120 

Local residents’ & 
business parking 

365 days per year 12 4,420 

New in 2018    

Pre-school AGM annual 15 15 

Junior servers’ meeting one-off 21 21 

Samaritans branch 
meeting 

first time 2018, possibly 
annual 

60 60 

Samaritans training first time 2018, possibly 
annual 

24 24 

Choral workshop 
(Waynflete Singers) 

one-off 100 100 

Toastmasters’ divisional 
speech contest 

one-off 85 85 

Thanksgiving services (in 
addition to funerals) 

4 per year 40 160 

Total annual footfall   47,250 
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Western Church School links 

We continue to have strong links with Western, our local church primary school, 
which is attended by many children who live in the parish and worship regularly 
or occasionally at St Paul’s. Mary Copping and I each conduct an assembly twice a 
term and visit individual classes, and I visit one lunchtime each week. This gives 
me a strong pastoral connection with staff and children. 

It is always a delight to be able to welcome children and staff to St Paul’s during 
school time and at special Sunday services. The singing by the choir is always a 
treat. Our Annual Show, early each year, is a wonderful opportunity for children 
from Western to be part of a really fun, distinctive performance in the wonderful 
setting of church. Key Stage 2 children held their Christmas celebration in St 
Paul’s – another memorable occasion. 

The governing body has had another busy and productive year. Every time I visit 
Western I give thanks to God for the extraordinary commitment and enduring 
hard work of the staff, and for the children who are so friendly and polite. 

The PCC foundation governors have been Liz Stannard and Vicki Tibbitts. We are 
especially grateful to Vicki, who took on the role of chairing from September. We 
enjoy working with the headteacher and deputy headteacher and all the staff as 
we seek to further develop links creatively between the school and parish. 

Looking ahead: with plans for the re-ordering of St Paul’s now at an advanced 
stage, the PCC are actively preparing for the months (up to a year) when our 
Sunday 9.30 am worship will need to be held at another location. We are grateful 
to Mr Burbridge and the governors for agreeing that we can use the school hall 
for services as well as some of the classrooms for our Sunday children’s groups. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to strengthen our relationship with our 
church school. It will be an experiment in how we can be Church (the people) 
without a church (building). 

Peter Seal 

 

Parish Visitors 

 24 active Parish Visitors (PVs) continued to visit 35–40 people. Focus remains 
as a supportive ‘companion on the way’. Much informal support also given 
through the PV network in addition to the formal PV system. 

 Structure of 4 PV teams each led by PV Co-ordinator (PVC) successfully 
embedded during the year. Bi-monthly meetings of PVCs with Jan Walley (JW), 
followed by team meetings to communicate and resolve all issues. 

 One-to-ones held by JW with each PVC and then individual one-to-ones held 
by PVC with each member of their team. Very helpful opportunity for review 
of year. 

 Cause-for-concern documents completed for each visitee by PVC; used as 
review tool as required at team meetings. 
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 Reinforced links with Friarsgate’s Care Co-ordinator; one additional referral 
made. The referral parameters were limited to our parish, restricting the 
number of new referrals. Approached St Paul’s Surgery and received one 
further referral. 

 Decided to extend parameters to cluster church parishes. Consultations 
continue to explore how all visitor teams could co-ordinate their resources. 

 Approached St John’s hand-in-hand charity, which receives GP referrals, 
offering short term ‘signposting’ to those in need. It has established protocols 
with the GP Proactive Care teams. We continue to explore how we may be 
able to co-ordinate our work. 

 Safeguarding training and confidential disclosure document completed by all 
PVs. 

 Two training/social evenings with excellent speakers: Hilary Byford 
(Samaritans) and Hannah Edwards (Peter Symonds’ Mental Health adviser). 

 Eastacre links maintained: PV support for clergy continues; initiated tea 
afternoons. December tea afternoon combined successfully with carols. 

 PV book library valued as resource. 

 ‘Tea with friends’: monthly teas continue to provide company and support for 
around 10 people, well supported by PVs. 

 Anniversary of death cards delivered by PVs: a valuable way of identifying 
potential need. 

 Acted as welcomers and provided sensitive support for various services during 
the year. 

 Support for the young included commitment to toddler group, baptisms, pre-
school services and the monthly family services. 

 PVs acted as watchful neighbours at services and identify those needing 
further support. 

 Plans for a limited increase in our numbers, using Bishop’s Commission for 
Mission training; this will also involve a tighter system of recruitment. 

 Thanks for the prayer links with our own prayer partner and being 
remembered in the parish’s prayers. 

Jan Walley, Co-ordinator 

 

Weeke Mothers’ Union 

The theme for 2018 was ‘In Mary Sumner’s Footsteps’, and we had a full 
programme of interesting speakers. Fund-raising for the ‘Away from it all’ holiday 
project and the Overseas Fund included a soup and sweet lunch, beetle drive 
with pancakes and a garden cream tea. Members attend monthly prayers in the 
cathedral, quiet days at Wolvesey and information days. 
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There are currently only two members from St Matthew with St Paul, so if 
anyone else – lady, gent, married or single – would like to hear more about the 
Mothers’ Union, please contact me on 864047. The theme for 2019 is ‘Listen, 
observe, act – in step with God’. 

Brenda Pomeroy 

 

St Paul’s Coffee Pot, a pop-up café 

In February 2018 Vera Edwards and I visited a charitably run pop-up café in a 
neighbouring parish. We both felt inspired by this and agreed it would be great to 
run a similar venture at St Paul’s. Our vision was to attract people into church 
with fresh coffee and homemade cakes. We hoped that this would appeal to a 
range of people in our parish, including local residents and parents/carers 
dropping children off at pre-school, as well as church members, parish visitors 
with those they visit, and maybe even people just walking past the church. We 
recruited some willing helpers, Irene Casey and Carol Bush, and the first Coffee 
Pot was held in March 2018. We have continued to meet on the second Friday of 
each month ever since. 

The Coffee Pot has become a lovely gathering point, mainly for church members, 
but we are still hoping to draw others in. It has also become the ideal location for 
various church activities, particularly for Sue Walker and her team to count and 
sort parish mailings ready for delivery. It also ran successfully alongside the 
Mothering Sunday posy-making workshop and Community Day ‘setting-up’ day. 

In November 2018 we were delighted when Silvia Brown, Supervisor at St Paul’s 
Pre-school, approached Mary Copping to see if it would be possible for the pre-
school children to join some church activities regularly that involved some ‘older’ 
people. (The definition is loose and by no means intended to cause offence!!). 
This sort of integration of young and old has recently been proven to be 
beneficial to both groups – physically and mentally. It is fantastic to be joined by 
up to 15 enthusiastic children and their teachers, and to see them all so relaxed 
in church. They get on with their activities amongst us, appreciating adult input 
whenever possible. Feedback from the pre-school, and from those coming to the 
Coffee Pot, has been very positive, and something we intend to continue and 
develop We hope it will bring benefits and new learning opportunities for all of 
us, younger and ‘older’. 

Raising money for Building for Life was always our secondary aim, and we are 
delighted to have raised several hundred pounds to date. 

I am very grateful to the ongoing efforts of Irene and Carol in making such 
delicious cakes, setting up and clearing up. Thanks also to Peter Casey for always 
willingly washing up, and to Sandra Kane for her very popular Victoria sponges. 

Harriet Hide 
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Women’s group 

The Women’s group welcomes 10 to 15 members each month in the local pub for 
supper and informal chat. There’s a happy, friendly atmosphere, and having time 
for proper conversation is valuable. Although nearly everyone comes to one of 
our churches, the group offers space for some for whom church is not a regular 
part of their lives, where they can feel welcomed and get to know us. We’re 
always glad to see new faces, with no pressure to come every month. 

Julia Seal 

 

Toddler group 

St Paul’s toddler group on a Thursday morning continues to welcome a small 
group of parents, grandparents and carers, averaging around eight children each 
week. Feedback from those who come is that they love the small group and 
friendly atmosphere and feel very welcome. A real bonus is the outside garden 
space we are able to use on the warmer days. More recently a number of new 
families have been coming, which has been fantastic. 

We continue the same format of play, a craft corner (which the adults enjoy as 
much as the children ... it is quite therapeutic!), snacks for the children (tea, 
coffee and biscuits for the grown-ups) and singing. 

In the first half of 2018 there were a few special activities arranged with visiting 
science demonstrations, pottery painting and a mini dance class; Silvia 
(Supervisor at St Paul’s Pre-school) often joined us for story time with a small 
group of pre-schoolers, and those who wanted were able to join the pre-school 
photographer sessions. Lindsey King and Annette Lindsay stepped down from the 
group in the summer. It has since been continued by me, recently with support 
from Frances Adam, Frances Birkett and Ronnie Hartley, which is much 
appreciated; we are now able to start a rota for running the group. We would 
love more people still to help, so we are able to have two people there each 
week. 

In 2018 the group also opened during the summer holidays, thanks to various 
local mums, with approximately 20 children joining each week. This would be 
great to consider in future holidays if there is the support to staff it appropriately. 

Victoria McCabe 

 

Ride + Stride 

Thanks to all the volunteers who generously gave their time to welcome visitors 
to St Paul’s and St Matthew’s for this year’s Ride + Stride, held on 8 September. 
Thousands of people were cycling, walking, running or driving around the 
county’s historic churches and chapels for Hampshire and the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust’s annual event. 
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Thankfully the day was fine, which very much reflected the atmosphere inside 
the church and the enthusiasm of groups of participants; St Paul’s welcomed 36 
visitors, St Matthew’s 22. General feedback and comments were most 
encouraging – particularly interest shown for the future alterations to St Paul’s … 
together with many remarks complimenting the delightful floral display at the 
entrance to the church, healthy refreshments and quiet for visitors to sit and rest 
before venturing on. A visitor to St Matthew’s was most impressed with kitchen 
facilities in such a small space. 

Cyclists came from Bishops Waltham, Cheriton, Hursley, King’s Somborne, King’s 
Worthy, Southampton, West Wellow and Wickham. 

Heather Ellis, Co-ordinator 

 

Trinity Centre 

The provision of food by Sainsbury’s, Aldi, M&S and Greggs is vital in helping to 
provide good, nourishing meals for the clients of the centre. One of the ways we 
assist is to collect food from Sainsbury’s and Aldi and take it to the Trinity Centre. 
It involves using your car to transport boxes of food. They are put in the car by 
store staff and taken out by staff or clients at the centre. It is quickly done and 
not onerous – e.g. one hour once a month, or whatever you are willing to offer. If 
someone could offer to help it would be most welcome. The other way we assist 
is by giving one third of our harvest gifts, and sometimes donations of warm 
clothes that are left at the church, which are appreciated. If you feel you could 
help, do get in touch. 

Sue Walker 

 

Basics Bank 

We support the Basics Bank mainly at harvest time, when we send a third of our 
harvest gifts that have been donated. At the moment we lack a link person 
between our parish and the Basics Bank. It would be great if someone in the 
parish would be willing to do this so that we would know what is happening at 
the Basics Bank and how we might best help. 

Sue Walker 

 

Nightshelter 

The Nightshelter is open 365 days a year and offers an essential lifeline and first 
port of call for those in crisis. It provides accommodation and food, a safe and 
caring temporary home and specialist support, helping to restore self-esteem, 
develop skills and support people back into long-term accommodation and 
independent living. Its aim is to enable people to rebuild their lives and escape 
homelessness for good. 
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Our gifts to the Nightshelter throughout 2018 have been gratefully received by 
the staff and residents. The box in St Paul’s is often full to the brim with items 
requested, and extras. The cooks have been busy and volunteers have been 
collecting meals each month. 

A list of the most wanted items can always be found on the Nightshelter’s 
website, www.wcns.org. Thank you to all who show their support in this way. The 
Nightshelter is open for donations 9 am–2 pm and after 6 pm on weekdays. 
Donations can also be left in the box at the back of St Paul’s, but please take large 
items (coats, sleeping bags, etc.) directly to the Nightshelter. 

Katy Palacio 

 

Friends of the Family 

Friends of the Family, Winchester, has continued the excellent work done by its 
project leaders working with mums, dads and children aged 0–13 years old in the 
past year. Our mothers’ group, led by a trained psychotherapist and trainee 
counsellors, has provided group and individual counselling for eight mothers 
weekly for a year at the Friends Meeting House. These women are vulnerable, 
needing expert understanding of their complex problems. Our aim is to provide 
some stability as well as resilience to enable the families to move forward with 
more confidence and give their children better life chances. 

Our dads’ counsellor has worked with 11 local fathers as well as 13 dads in 
Winchester Prison. He has established a monthly Saturday club at the Salvation 
Army Hall called ‘Dads Aloud’, with 10 families taking part for breakfast and 
games. He has enabled some dads to find work or return to education as well as 
establishing better family connections. He has also been a point of contact for 
those leaving prison. 

Our 5–13 group (which has received lottery funding) has supported 35 families 
over the past year. There have been three training sessions for new volunteers; 
all have been offered training in safeguarding as well as enjoying termly 
workshops with the children they support.  

All our projects have enjoyed the added activities of Christmas parties and 
summer outings. 

We liaise closely with other local charities complementing our work, notably 
Spurgeons at the prison, St Vincent de Paul, the Food Bank, Vineyard clothes 
store, Home-Start and Young Carers. We are especially indebted to our local 
church communities who regularly donate funds to support the valuable work we 
do within Winchester. 

In 2017–18 the University of Winchester carried out a significant evaluation of 
our work with families. 100% of the parents agreed they would recommend 
Friends of the Family. 

Viv Wheeler, Chair of Trustees 

http://www.wcns.org/
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Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 

The Friends raise funds to support the maintenance and improvement of our two 
church buildings through social events, membership subscriptions and donations. 
Our member numbers continue to increase slowly: we now have 35 family and 22 
individual memberships.  

Four events were arranged and much appreciated by those who attended. 
Colonel Christopher Van der Noot gave a penetrating talk on his time as a stop-
gap prison governor, commenting freely on the present parlous state of the 
prison service. A well-supported coach trip to Stonehenge and its greatly 
improved visitor centre benefited from balmy weather. A garden party took place 
in a delightful private garden in St Cross – again in perfect weather. The highly 
successful nine-hour readathon of New Testament books at St Matthew’s in 2015 
was repeated, this time using a selection of Old Testament texts; over £2,000 was 
raised from sponsorship promises. 

In the past few years a total of £11,000 was contributed towards the costs of 
repairing and re-ordering St Matthew’s Church, while in 2017 £2,500 was passed 
to the PCC to support the Building for Life appeal at St Paul’s. In 2018 a further 
£3,500 was contributed to the St Paul’s appeal. 

After six years in the post, I resigned as Chairman at the Friends AGM in 
November, but I remain on the committee. With no volunteer to take my place, 
the six committee members will occupy the Chair in turns for the time being. 
New members of the Friends are always very welcome. Details of how to join can 
be obtained at the Parish Office. 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Chairman 

 

Holy Communion at residential homes 

Bereweeke Court  Sue Walker and I continue to take Holy Communion every 
month to the residents and also visit people in their rooms. We are in good 
contact with the Activities Co-ordinator, who makes us welcome and always 
ensures that residents are brought down to the lounge for the services. Last year 
we held a variety of services including Palm Sunday: a service in which we gave 
each of the residents and the staff a palm cross; Harvest Festival: the staff and 
relatives of residents gave generously of tins of food, which the Basics Bank was 
pleased to receive; Remembrance Day: we held a service on 9 November with a 
simple act of worship and remembrance; Christmas carol singing: people from St 
Paul’s and St Matthew’s went along to sing lots of carols and read familiar 
passages from the Bible. 

The residents enjoy singing familiar hymns and saying the familiar words of the 
Holy Communion service and are often very moved when receiving the 
sacrament. Sue Walker and I value our visits to this home, and many of the 
people have become good friends. 

Mary Copping 
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Eastacre  A small group of residents at this sheltered housing complex have 
continued to receive Holy Communion from Stephen Adam and me on a monthly 
basis. The normal activities have continued, with coffee and chat after the 
service. Prayer and support are always available to all residents, and the ever-
popular Christmas carol service was well attended. 

From the summer to the end of 2018 we held a monthly tea and chat afternoon, 
which was open to everyone. This was initially quite successful, but as time 
progressed numbers dwindled and a decision to continue this initiative into 2019 
has not yet been made. 

This has been a supportive and caring group but, sadly, over the year, numbers 
have diminished due to death and to residents needing admission to care homes. 
The frailty of the older residents and the lack of a resident warden have impacted 
hugely on the input we can provide. We are nonetheless committed to the 
continuation of this outreach and trust numbers may pick up. It remains a huge 
privilege to serve the residents of Eastacre and we are happy to continue. 

Libby Wallis 

 

Wheeler Jones Trust 

The Trust continues to give support to families and students within the parish 
boundaries of St Barnabas’ and St Matthew’s with St Paul’s. Over the year it has 
paid for three new lifeline personal alarms, including the electrical work required 
for one, and it continues to pay the rent for others. Grants were given towards 
the cost of Peter Symonds students travelling to their Uganda Project, and a 
family was helped with heating costs. Each year the trust has about £3,000–4,000 
to give away to those in need in these parishes; if you know of anyone to refer, 
please contact Revd Ed Dines, Peter Seal or me (864047). 

Brenda Pomeroy 

 

Outreach activities 
 

Beyond Ourselves Committee 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. (Matthew 22: 39)  

We donate monies allocated for mission giving, an important part of our Christian 
commitment. The budget from the General Fund in 2018 was £10,000. Donations 
were given to 23 charities; some we have supported since about 2002.  

United Society Partners in the Gospel £1,500 

Church Mission Society £750 

CMS mission partners in southeast Asia £750 

Barnabas Fund £500 
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Bible Society £250 

Embrace the Middle East £500 

Feed the Minds £350 

Leprosy Mission £250 

Mission to Seafarers £250 

WaterHarvest, previously Wells for India £350 

Basics Bank £200 

Boaz Trust £200 

Church Urban Fund £250 

Winchester Churches’ Nightshelter £450 

Friends of the Family £350 

Langley House Trust £150 

Minstead Training Trust £200 

Olive Branch Christian Counselling Service £200 

Southampton and Winchester Visitors Group £350 

Street Pastors £250 

Trinity Centre £350 

Winchester Action on Climate Change  £100 

Winchester City Centre Chaplaincy £500 

Churches Together in Winchester’s refugee 
nominated charities 

£1,000 (£100 is allocated each 
month to one of them) 

We support: 

 charities working internationally, caring for the poorest in the world, including 
supporting mission partners 

 charities nationally and locally helping the homeless and other vulnerable 
groups 

 Winchester Action on Climate Change and Churches Together in Winchester’s 
nominated refugee charities. 

Following consultation with our congregations to ascertain what they would like 
to prioritise supporting, three strands were highlighted: 

 local poverty, which we alleviate by advertising the practical needs of several 
charities regularly and taking donations to them; some of our members also 
give practical support 

 refugees, who have been supported by monies raised by our youth groups, 
which have held cake sales 

 environmental issues, which are raised in articles in our parish magazine with 
good practical advice; we are working towards an Eco Church award, which 
has also helped our diocese to become the fourth in Britain to receive a 
Bronze A Rocha Eco Diocese award. 
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For further details about the charities we support, visit our website, click on 
Parish Activities, Beyond Ourselves, the charity’s name highlighted in blue and 
this will take you to their website. Part of our remit is to select the charities 
supported by special event collections such as Christmas and Lent and keep a 
record of amounts donated. If you would like to help in a practical way locally, 
please contact me. 

Alexa Heady 

 

Eco Church  With the support of many, we have achieved much in 2018. All these 
actions have put us in a good position to gain our first Bronze Eco Church award. 

 January wildlife survey of St Paul’s grounds, looking for further wildlife 
potential (see churchyard report on p. 46), with February follow-up 

 nesting boxes placed in churchyard 

 waste-reduction at Community Day in May by switching to biodegradable beer 
glasses and china for serving coffee and cake; thank you to all who washed up 

 adoption by the PCC of an exciting and challenging Environmental Policy in 
September, setting the objective: as a church community, we will take 
environmental concerns into account in our mission, worship, study, 
education, training, pastoral, administrative and other projects/programmes 

 appointment of Norma Goodwin and me as Environmental Officers 

 bug hotel built in northwest corner of churchyard in October 

 Eco Church information shared with congregation through parish magazine:  

o movement strategy for Winchester 
o encouraging wildlife 
o Operation Noah and action on climate change 
o divestment from fossil fuels 
o tackling plastic waste; doorstep recycling of glass 
o recycling plastic bottle tops for charity 
o switching to green energy 
o summer heatwave 
o our special responsibility to care for the earth so that human life and all 

God’s creatures may be sustained in harmony 
o the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s report underlining 

the urgency of drastic action to reduce greenhouse gases, showing how 
much difference just half a degree of climate warming could make 

o recycling by earlier generations; changing incandescent lightbulbs to LEDs 

 recycling everything possible in the parish office and using recycled paper 

 perhaps the greatest achievement in the past 12 months has been the 
switchover to renewable energy providers so that our payments solely benefit 
renewables. 

Max Priesemann, Environmental Officer 
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Christian Aid 

Here am I; send me! (Isaiah 6: 8) 

Christian Aid’s mission is to eradicate poverty by tackling its root causes and the 
underlying structures that keep poor people poor, as well as dealing with its 
effects. The charity works with local partners around the world to promote 
equality, dignity and freedom for all, irrespective of faith and nationality. 
Christian Aid provides funds, practical assistance and a voice on the national and 
international stage, speaking out on tax and trade injustice, fiscal transparency 
and third-world debt. 

In 2018 fund-raising activities in the Parish of St Matthew’s with St Paul’s focused 
on two areas: house-to-house collections during Christian Aid Week and two 
Christmas services. 

Collection Gift Aided Donation 

Christian Aid Week £3,511.95 £4,359.81 

Christmas Appeal (Nativity and carol services) £1,351.83 £1,617.38 

Total  £5,977.19 

Thanks to all who helped, through their financial contributions, their willingness 
to distribute and collect envelopes and their time to count the proceeds. 

House-to-house collections 2018  

 The theme of Christian Aid Week 2018 focused on the difficulties facing 
families in Haiti, some of whom lost everything in the hurricanes. Funds raised 
went towards building proper homes which can withstand the storms. 

 The total collected within the Winchester and District area in 2018 was 
£23,816 (2017: 29,800), of which almost a fifth was collected within this parish 
(£4,359.81). Of this, £3,511.95 was Gift Aided. 

 Overall, Christian Aid as an organisation raised an incredible £8.5 million last 
year to help poor communities. 

 This was achieved with the help of some 57,000 volunteers. 

 Within the parish we have an extremely committed core of house-to-house 
collectors, but these number around just 23. As a parish we need closer to 35 
individuals to ensure a more even spread of work.  

 The increasing difficulty in finding and retaining willing collectors and local 
organisers is not restricted to our own parish and is, regrettably, a significant 
contributor to the reduced value of donations reaching the poor communities 
that need it most. Indeed, within the wider Winchester and District area, we 
collected almost £6,000 less in 2018 than in 2017. 

 We are called to have courage and to love our neighbour. For me, the hardest 
thing about collecting for Christian Aid is just knocking on the first door. And I 
am always gratified by the number of people who actually thank me for 
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knocking. If you haven’t already volunteered, please do think about giving it a 
go. Doing it with a friend, partner, child or pet makes it more fun too! 

Other Christian Aid events 

 The parish was involved in organising a Murder Mystery evening, stylishly 
executed (!) by local drama group ‘The Geriactors’. It was held on 12 October 
and raised an incredible £1,400, match-funded four to one by EU Aid. The 
evening was a lot of fun and it is anticipated that it will run again in 2019. 

Julie Sharp 

 

Winchester City Chaplaincy 

The City Centre Chaplaincy (not to be confused with Street Pastors) operates 
under the umbrella of Churches Together in Winchester. Headed by Lead 
Chaplain Debbie Veel, 14 volunteer lay chaplains visit and support people who 
work around the city centre. They visit shops, businesses, the Law Courts and 
other premises to offer a befriending and listening ear to those who might wish 
to talk. The service is very positively regarded by those whom they visit, perhaps 
especially those experiencing difficult times. The chaplains don’t ‘preach’, nor are 
they counsellors, but they can sometimes suggest where people might look for 
more specific support. 

There is a management group, chaired jointly by Margaret Axford and me, which 
attends to all the necessary administration, governance and financing matters. 
Although all except the Lead Chaplain are volunteers, funding to support training 
and other expenses is essential to the continuation of the chaplaincy. The 
cathedral and city centre churches are key to underwriting this funding, and the 
generosity of other Winchester churches, including St Matthew’s and St Paul’s, is 
vital to enable us to continue. 

The chaplaincy is always looking for additional volunteers, all of whom come with 
the recommendation of their local churches and find the work very rewarding. 
Might you consider volunteering, either as a chaplain or on the management 
group? Do talk to me, without any obligation, for more details. 

Michael Joseph 

 

Mission to Seafarers 

The Mission to Seafarers was founded in 1856 and is entirely funded by voluntary 
donations. We continue to send hats and balaclavas to keep seafarers warm. 
Thank you so much again to the knitters of St Paul’s and St Matthew’s for sending 
such beautifully knitted items – all colours of the rainbow – for our hardworking 
seafarers. They really appreciate what is provided for them and take great pride 
and joy in trying on the various shades to see what suits them. New knitters are 
always welcome! Patterns are available from the Parish Office. 

Jean Gardner  
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Church environment 
 

Property Committee 

The committee, which has six members and is chaired by the rector, met six 
times during the year. It manages regular periodic servicing and maintenance of 
boilers, electrical installations and appliances, fire extinguishers, lightning 
conductors, clearance of roof gutters, churchyards and minor repairs. 

Quinquennial inspections were carried out in accordance with the requirements 
of the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) by Fiona Hudd at St Matthew’s, and 
by Anthony Feltham-King at St Paul’s. Only minor defects were noted in their 
reports, requiring attention in three categories of urgency. 

At St Matthew’s 

 following completion of major works in 2017, very little maintenance was 
required 

 approval was obtained from the DAC for the removal of the dilapidated pipe 
organ and installation of a new, large, electronic organ. 

At St Paul’s 

 with careful monitoring of need and prompt remedial work, progressively less 
maintenance is required 

 rainwater drains were cleared of debris by a suction pump 

 archaeological exploratory trenches were dug in anticipation of future major 
building plans; no significant finds were made 

 Tom Somerton, previously employed by Hilliers Nurseries, was appointed to 
carry out periodic site maintenance and shrub planting, including berberis on 
the steep bank by the entrance drive 

 rotting window sills in the parish rooms were repaired, and the fire escape 
door was replaced 

 after careful discussion, the PCC made arrangements for Sparsholt College 
arboricultural students (on a training exercise, and at no cost to the parish) to 
fell the three western red cedars at the entrance to the gravelled car park at St 
Paul’s, as they had become too large for their location and were very 
restrictive to the proposed long-term improvements to the car park, including 
safe pedestrian, buggy and bike access; the Building for Life project includes 
appropriate replanting in due course 

 a taller metal security fence was erected between the meadow and the car 
park to satisfy the Ofsted inspector, paid for by St Paul’s Pre-school. 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Secretary 
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Music 

2018 proved to be another successful year musically. The choir has enjoyed 
singing a wide variety of music carefully selected by Ian Rees, mainly during Holy 
Communion. The Taizé music that has been developed for our Maundy Thursday 
liturgy is very special. Kathleen Freeman has championed Taizé music for us in 
the parish. She, Ian and I work closely together each year to give distinctive, holy 
worship at the beginning of these most important days in our church liturgical 
calendar. The music on Remembrance Sunday 2018 was particularly memorable, 
as were the Advent carol service at St Matthew’s and the Christmas carol service 
at St Paul’s. We were delighted to use the new portable electric organ for the 
Christmas carol service, which enabled the choir to sing from the back of St Paul’s 
accompanied and conducted by Ian. We are really grateful to Vicki Tibbitts for 
playing the main organ at this lovely service, allowing Ian and Bill to be with the 
choir throughout. 

The band continues to play on the first Sunday of the month under the leadership 
of Bill Lucas and David Blunt. We are constantly looking at ways of encouraging 
new members to play – particularly younger ones – but this has proven difficult 
and is a work in progress. 

We have purchased a number of new and exciting musical instruments for the 
younger congregation to use, and these are popular. We have also bought more 
copies of the music edition of the hymn book, which has pleased those who like 
to sing in parts during the services. 

In February we were delighted to welcome Bronwen Dixie to St Paul’s, where she 
produced Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat in a day. We had 28 
children taking part, and it was so successful that we reprised a potted version at 
the Community Day. (Bronwen joined us again in February 2019 to produce 
Bugsy Malone in a day.) 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Ian, who leads the choir and plays 
regularly, Christopher Tolley, who plays on the fourth Sunday of the month, and 
the lovely group of musicians who regularly play or sing during Holy Communion. 

Ali Galvin, Music Administrator 

 

Flowers 

St Matthew’s  Once again, with the help of friends there have been flowers at St 
Matthew’s through the year, and perhaps, with developments in the churchyard, 
we are trying to use more traditional ones as much as possible. As always, 
volunteers to help would be most welcome, and if there are special requests for 
occasions or people, please let me know. 

Heather Riley 
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St Paul’s  The small but willing and dedicated team of flower arrangers have 
continued to ensure St Paul’s has been consistently decorated with at least two 
attractive arrangements throughout the year (apart from the breaks of Advent 
and Lent that are traditionally flowerless). We had only a couple of weddings this 
year, but on two other occasions we were commissioned to produce special 
arrangements in church for family celebrations – one for the birth of a first 
grandson and the other for a golden wedding anniversary. We are very happy to 
do this for anyone else who has a special event to celebrate. The weddings and 
special arrangements significantly boost the weekly flower budget; over the year 
only 25% of our overall expenditure (nearly £1,000) came directly from church 
funds. 

As usual there were additional displays for the main festivals of Easter, Harvest 
and Christmas, including the much-admired lily memorial display at Easter. This 
year a special poppy arrangement was created for the 100-year commemoration 
Remembrance Sunday service, along with a poppy petal drop (thanks to Barney 
Lynch and Vera Edwards) and a display of large red and white artificial poppies on 
the street-front railings. 

We would welcome any new arrangers as our team is tiny – no experience 
needed, just a little creative flair! 

Sarah Eadie 

 

Churchyards 

St Matthew’s  Following the transformation of St Matthew’s, a team met with 
the aim of smartening the churchyard. This involved replanting more in keeping 
with the age of the building, using plants that were old fashioned and wildlife-
friendly. But first clearing was needed, not least to tackle what has become 
known as ‘the medieval ivy’. Folk have begun to notice that the churchyard at 
least looks rather tidier and more loved. 

Over the winter new hedges (wild rose and myrtle) have been planted and 
snowdrops put in around the yew in the front. This had needed to be cut back 
severely, but will in time regrow into an agreeably smaller shape. 

Emma Miller (gardener at Queen Eleanor’s Garden for several years) kindly 
agreed to act as our consultant. Planting in the 2019 growing season will begin in 
two of the borders with shrubs – some from biblical times. Should anyone care to 
make a monetary contribution to the scheme, that would be most welcome. 

Mike Russell-Smith, who gives his time and mowing machine to keep the grass in 
trim, will be raising the blade just a little to allow for the wild flowers that thrive 
naturally on our local downland. Watch this space … 

Helen Chambers 
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St Paul’s  In January and February, Norma Goodwin and her friend Alison Hull did 
a detailed wildlife survey of the grounds of St Paul’s. Peter Seal, Roger 
McKearney and I were also involved in developing ideas on how to encourage 
wildlife. Roger, Oskar and I attached three bird boxes on trees at the back of St 
Paul’s in mid-February. Norma spotted a blue tit flying in and out of one; perhaps 
it was nesting there? In October, the parish’s four 14-year-old twins (Bryony and 
Peter Lucas, Friedrich and Oskar Priesemann) built an amazing bug hotel in the 
northwest corner of the churchyard under my supervision. It even included a 
hiding place for hedgehogs. Our thanks to numerous members of the 
congregation who donated a variety of useful building materials. Over the year St 
Paul’s grounds have definitely become more eco-friendly. 

Max Priesemann 

 

Social 
 

We have had our usual three Bring and Share lunches, with delicious food due to 
the good cooks in the parish: at St Paul’s Tide, in July and at harvest time. They 
were much enjoyed by many. 

We have had other times of coming together socially. Due to the ‘O Help!’ team 
organised by Julia Seal, there have been many volunteers providing help with 
setting up, serving and clearing up, making each event run smoothly. Thank you 
to Julia and all the volunteers. 

Thank you also goes to the coffee teams at St Paul’s who provide drinks and 
biscuits every Sunday morning after the service, which is a great time to meet 
new and known people, have a chat or organise things, and get to know each 
other more. Finally thank you to those who organise, tidy and keep supplied the 
hospitality area, which is much used and appreciated. 

Sue Walker 

 

Communication 
 

Website  This is where many people first look when exploring which church they 
might go to. It’s also well used by members of the congregation. Ursula Payne 
does an excellent job in ensuring that it is up to date and regularly has new 
content, especially on the front page, including the weekly welcome sheet and 
particular liturgical or other events. 

Parish magazine  200 copies are either delivered or posted, and a further 60 are 
collected from one of our churches and the parish hall/rooms. I continue as 
editor. Ursula has worked hard and successfully to commission articles and 
produce all the content. People often comment on how professional it looks and 
the quality of the content. We live in an age where both hard copy, like the 
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magazine, and electronic communication, like the website, are each needed and 
complementary. Our thanks to all who contribute occasionally or regularly, and 
especially Heather Riley, whose monthly articles are so appreciated. The Beyond 
Ourselves theme finds particular expression in fascinating articles, so well 
compiled by Alexa Heady in her role as chair of the Beyond Ourselves Committee. 

We are grateful to Jean Gardner for preparing the magazine rounds to be 
delivered locally. A thank you to our faithful team of magazine deliverers and to 
Janet Bird, who handles the postal distribution. Please send anything for possible 
inclusion in the magazine to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org, or by post to Ursula at 
the Parish Office, by the 10th of the month. 

Weekly welcome sheet  This modern, fresh, accessible presentation provides 
updates week by week of the life of this vibrant parish, and signposts a range of 
events taking place in numerous contexts beyond the parish. 

Noticeboards at St Paul’s  Thanks to those who keep the inside boards up to 
date, neat and tidy. We do wonder how many people actually look at them and 
therefore how effective they are! Plans for the re-ordered inside of church will 
have less available display space which will help keep us focused on what we 
most need to display in this way. The screen by the font is often commented 
upon positively. It is especially helpful for visitors during the week, who can be 
seen standing looking at it. 

Noticeboards at St Matthew’s  You may have noticed the splendid new outside 
sign incorporating the poster-display facility. This is in a wonderfully prominent 
position and seen by countless passers-by, both on foot and in cars. 

Ursula has been hugely attentive both in planning and producing appropriate 
posters and ensuring they are never out of date. This says so much about us as 
church communities. 

Local press  Gill Longman and Ursula Payne have continued to have significant 
success in increasing our presence in the local press by sending in news stories 
and photographs; we have had some splendid coverage. Our thanks to them. 

Peter Seal 

 

Church electoral roll 
 

The church electoral roll for our parish was completely renewed in 2013 and it 
was only a revision that was needed to be carried out in 2018. Four people 
(deceased) were removed from the roll and 12 people were added, resulting in 
the number of electors on the roll as revised for the Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings on 30 April being 270. Of these, 119 electors were resident in the parish 
and 151 non-resident. In 2019, the electoral roll has to be renewed, meaning that 
the old roll is scrapped and a completely new one produced; this needs to be 
completed by 12 April. 
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Although the roll is officially a list of people who are entitled to attend the Annual 
Parochial Church Meetings and take part in proceedings, it is unofficially a list of 
all who consider themselves members of our church family, and an important 
indication that St Matthew’s with St Paul’s is a thriving church community. 

Maggie Brecknell, Electoral Roll Officer 

 

Finance 
 

I took over as Treasurer from Stuart Dorward last April with some trepidation – 
through my career as an accountant in the city I had never done anything as 
useful as running a finance department or producing accounts, so my CV didn’t 
make me an obvious candidate for the role. However, I have found the loveliest 
and most dedicated volunteer team waiting to support me, many old friends on 
the PCC, and a host of interesting challenges to keep my brain engaged! 

Finance in the St Paul’s parish office would not run without Canon Keith Anderson 
wearing his alternative hat as ecclesiastical bookkeeper, Bridget Bowden acting as 
cashier and bringer of order, Giles Tibbitts keeping us up to date with Building for 
Life finances, Barry Flodman doing our payroll, and Tim Stannard chairing the 
finance committee while carrying the not insubstantial burden of our Gift Aid 
claims. In the past year two additions to the team have been John MacAulay 
preparing diocesan returns and Irene Casey counting anything that will stay still. 

Building for Life has greatly increased the size and complexity of our finances, 
with our total income now just under £500,000, which all needs to be carefully 
recorded against the correct fund. Digital banking is rapidly changing how we 
handle money, with the traditional cash and cheques being replaced by bank 
transfers and contactless transactions, requiring new skills and systems. Finally, 
our parish is more heavily regulated and scrutinised now due to our growing size, 
developments in charity regulation, and the many new stakeholders we acquire 
as we apply for grants and donations. 

All of this has led to an interesting first year, getting to know the team and 
working with them to deliver a much more comprehensive set of annual accounts 
(see separate document: The PCC’s Annual Report and Financial Statements) and 
to establish some core policies and our approach to financing Building for Life. 
2018 was a better year than forecast for the parish financially, thanks to the 
continuing generosity of our regular givers, and to some good work by Peter Seal 
and Katy Palacio to increase our rental income. We are hoping to continue this 
financial stability through 2019, and to recruit more accounting expertise to the 
PCC to examine the decisions we are looking at making in summer 2019. 

I ended 2018 with plans for improvements in 2019, but also grateful to be 
working with such lovely and thoughtful people who give so generously of their 
time and skills. 

Amanda Berridge, Honorary Treasurer  
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This report was compiled and printed in the Parish Office 
and distributed with the April 2019 parish magazine. 

Large print versions are available in both churches 



 

 


