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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer Parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer Parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4 pm Evening Prayer Parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist Western Primary Church School 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 
 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org, 844878 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; contact Linda Russell-
Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group on the first Monday of the 
month, 2–4 pm; contact Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the parish 
rooms; all welcome 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 7.45 
pm; newcomers welcome; contact James Clay, 
852141 

 Wednesday discussion group  Six weekly sessions 
from 9 October at the Richardsons’, 7.30–9 pm; 
please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 7.30 
for 7.45 pm; contact Peter and Irene Casey, 
808776 

 Home Communion  If you’re housebound but 
would like to receive Holy Communion, do contact 
Liz Stuart, liz@stmatthewstpaul.org, or leave a 
message for her at the parish office, 844878 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (five different age-groups) plus a 
DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation for those of 
secondary-school age  

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular weekday under-fives’ services with pre-
school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm 
in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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From the rector 
 

 
 

Sunday services:  
October Bible readings 
6 October 
13 October 
20 October 
27 October 

Matthew 6: 25–33 [p. 724]; Deuteronomy 26: 1–11; John 6: 25–35 [p. 1089] 
Jeremiah 29: 1, 4–7; Luke 17: 11–19 [p. 1056] 
Genesis 32: 22–31; Luke 18: 1–8 [p. 1063] 
Isaiah 45: 22–25; Luke 4: 16–24 [p. 1092] 

Dear friends, 

I was away for most of a week at the end of last month on two residential training courses at Sarum 
College in Salisbury. It’s a splendid place, and if you’re ever looking for opportunities to explore 
your faith further I encourage you to take a look at their website: www.sarum.ac.uk. The strapline is 
‘Learning to nourish the human spirit’. 

The first course, Working with the newly ordained, relates to my role as what’s called a Training 
Incumbent, i.e. someone, like me, who has a curate – someone like Liz Stuart! There were some 
useful insights and it’s always good to meet with contemporaries doing similar work. I was very 
aware of, and thankful for, the wide range of different strengths and gifts that Mary, Liz and I have 
between us. Praise be! And just as importantly – and something I’ve been particularly acutely aware 
of – the amazing, stunning, fantastic wealth of skills and gifts our church communities benefit from, 
which have been especially evident in recent months. (I’ll write about the other course another 
month.) 

The really focused hard work that is enabling the beginning of our Building for Life project at St 
Paul’s has involved many, many people. I have been deeply humbled by the extraordinarily 
generous way in which folk have worked together with a shared vision and purpose. I’m reminded 
again that it’s our baptism that is at the heart of our shared calling to live out our faith as Christians. 

On that theme, a few sincere thank yous (from us all) to: 

– Canon Keith Anderson, who has handed over his work as bookkeeper in the finance team. Your 
PCC has realised what a big and demanding task this is, and we are now employing Irene Reggio, a 
qualified bookkeeper, one day a week. 

– Julia Seal, who after many years has handed over both the convening of the women’s group and 
organising the rota for the junior servers. 

– Julie Sharp, who has stepped down from her work as Christian Aid co-ordinator. No successor so 
far – this is an urgent need if we are to continue this commitment, Beyond Ourselves. 

On the 10th of this month our own Bishop John will be remembering his consecration as a bishop 
40 years ago. On 24 November Bishop John will preach at our 9.30 Parish Eucharist at Western 
Church School and share with me in presiding at that service. Though John is able to do less than he 
used to, we sense his powerful praying presence among us and are thankful. 

As from 13 October the St Paul’s 9.30 congregation will worship each week in the Western School 
Hall. Everything possible is being done to make this feel as good as it can. It’s as though we’re 
needing to travel light, as we pack our bags for a camping trip. Being at Western will make us 
realise, in a new way, how important we are to each other and that what matters most about our 
worship of God is not the venue or ambience, but one another; see the extract from a recent 
sermon on p. 12. 

Meanwhile in our country the Brexit theme continues. Like many of you, my main concerns are for 
those whose livelihoods are already being affected, and also the way we are now seen by so many 
of our European neighbours, who worry for us. There’s a good article on p. 8. 

With every good wish and, as always, my prayers, 
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Tues 1 

Friends’ day trip to Kew 
Gardens 
Winchester rail station, 
8.45 am 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

PCC meeting 
St Paul’s, 7.45 pm 

Wed 2 

‘Space in the City’ series on 
solitude starts 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

WinACC meeting about solar 
energy for railways 
Discovery Centre, 7–8.30 pm 

Thurs 3 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 6 

Harvest Festival 

Packing and clearing party 
(bring sandwiches!) 
St Paul’s, noon 

Mon 7 

St Paul’s closed for building 
works 

Book group 
Teg Down Meads, 2 pm 

Tues 8 

Building for Life project board 
tbc, 6 pm 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 9 

‘Space in the City’ 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

St Matthew’s planning group 
Waldrons, 7 pm 

Discussion group starts 
Bereweeke Ave, 7.30 pm

Thurs 10 

Deadline for magazine articles 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 11–Sun 13 

Men’s weekend 
Hilfield Friary 

Sun 13 

Homeless Sunday 

Parish Communion in new 
venue 
Western Church School, 9.30 
am 

Holy Communion 
Tegfield House, 11 am 

Mon 14 

Western governors 
Western School, 7 pm 

Tues 15 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 16 

‘Space in the City’ 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Faith development group 
Parish rooms, 2.30 pm 

Thurs 17 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 20 

We give thanks for the 40th 
anniversary of Bishop John’s 
ordination as bishop 
Western Church School,  
9.30 am 

St Paul’s @ 4, ‘Joseph and his 
amazing coat’ 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Mon 21 

PCC meeting 
St Matthew’s, 7.45 pm 

Tues 22 

Mary Copping speaks at 
Mothers’ Union 
St Barnabas’, 2.30 pm 

Christian meditation 

Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 23 

‘Space in the City’ 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Parish Visitor training 
tbc, 7 pm 

Thurs 24 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Fri 25 

Western School open morning 
Western School, 9.30 am 

Sat 26 

St Matthew’s supper 
St Paul’s Hall, 6 pm 

Sun 27 

Taizé service 
Cathedral, 6 pm 

Tues 29 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 30 

‘Space in the City’ 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Fri 1–Sun 3 

Women’s weekend 
Stanton House 

Wed 6 

‘Space in the City’ 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Friends’ visit to Treasury 
Museum 
Winchester College, 2.30 pm 

Sun 10 

Remembrance Sunday 

  

Diary dates 

O C T O B E R 

N O V E M B E R 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they are 
by Mary Copping, Heather Ellis, 
Adrian McKenzie, Katy Palacio, 
Ursula Payne, Julie Sharp, Susan 
Simpson, Chris Spedding, Vicki 
Tibbitts and Lizzie Willows. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Vera Edwards, Jan 
Gwynne Howell, Andrew James, 
Julia Jones, Laura Liepins, Kate 
Morgan, Jane Seal, Nicki Smith, 
Brett Tribe and Vera Willnecker. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Robert Sladden. 

 

 

 

 
Friends’ Kew Gardens day trip  On Tues 1 October 
there will be an all-day visit to Kew Gardens in the 
splendour of their autumn colours. Meet on the 
platform of Winchester Station to catch the 8.55 
train. We will walk across Westminster Bridge and 
take the 11 am boat (90 minutes, with an 
entertaining commentary). After lunch we shall 
wander at will around the gardens before making 
our way home independently on one of the 
afternoon boats, which run at 3.30, 4.30 and 5.30. 
 
Winchester Green Week – ‘Make One Change’   
At the beginning of October, a week of over 50 
inspiring talks, events and activities to help us each 
protect and restore our environment, take action 
on climate change, create sustainable communities, 
consume and produce responsibly and work 
together. It includes ‘Riding Sunbeams – 
community energy back on track?’ – a visionary 
project to power global rail networks with solar 
photovoltaics, with Hampshire chosen for the first 
pilot scheme. Learn more on Wed 2 October,  
7–8.30 pm at the Discovery Centre (free, but 
register at https://tinyurl.com/y695myth).The  
full Winchester programme is available at 
https://tinyurl.com/y5vezx5s. 
 
Space in the City  Alone – six contemporary 
experiences of solitude is the title of this autumn’s 

series of Wednesday lunchtime talks at the United 
Church. The speakers include representatives of 
the Samaritans, Friends of the Family, the prison 
chaplaincy and Julia Mourant, Debbie Thrower and 
Terry Waite. In the first ‘space’, on 2 October, 
12.30–1 pm, volunteers from the Samaritans will 
speak about ‘all the lonely people’. Terry Waite’s 
talk on solitude will be on 16 October and our own 
Vivienne Wheeler speaks on 23 October. 
 
Western Church School  Applications for Hampshire 
primary school admissions for September 2020 
open in November 2019, and many schools are 
holding open mornings so parents and their 
children can come and look around. Western is 
holding three open mornings: on Fri 25 October, 
Thurs 14 November and Wed 27 November, all at 
9.30 am. To book a place, call 852591. Do come 
and have a look at this wonderful school and find 
out why it is such a special place. 
 
Advent quiet day this year will be at Wisdom 
House, Romsey, on Sat 7 December, with Revd 
Amanda Goulding leading and Mary Copping co-
ordinating. The day will include a Eucharist. Cost is 
£25 to include a soup lunch, coffee, biscuits, tea 
and cake. Please contact Mary on 07921 886016 or 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org to book your place.  

  

Coming up 

Family feedback 
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Eco Church – climate emergency 
Recently I came across this diagram 
illustrating how the world’s 
temperature has increased over the 
past century. It turns from blue to red 
and becomes consistently warmer. 

One could say, ‘Just a couple of 
degrees – I wouldn’t mind a few more 
warm summer days’. And maybe we 
aren’t worried about having fewer 
snowy winter days ... except perhaps 
our children. 

But this sort of discussion about 
global warming and climate change is 
missing the point. The problem is that 
some regions in the world, which are 
hot already, will get even hotter and 
become uninhabitable. What about 
the people living there? Are we 
inviting them to live in the UK? In 
Winchester? Yes, as Christians, we 
should, especially as Europe was the first continent 
to cut down forests on a large scale and was then 
the first to burn coal for its industrial revolution. 
We are still among the worst polluters in the world. 

And climate change is not just about hot 
temperatures. It’s also about what happens when 
the temperature rises to just above zero degrees, 
melting the ice covering the poles and mountains. 
We should talk about the expected sea level 
change destroying land with fields, villages and 
cities. We should talk about dry rivers in Asia when 
there are no glaciers left melting in the summer 
months to provide water for hundreds of millions 
of people who depend on this.

We perhaps believe in the 
resilience of nature to sort it all 
out for us. Yes, as long as it is 
intact, with its biodiversity that 
constantly corrects itself. But 
why are we destroying nature? 
This is what climate change 
does. It destroys habitats for 
many species, which are dying 
out at an ever-increasing pace. 

Thus climate change is not just 
about summers being a couple 
of degrees warmer; it is about 
destruction of living space for 
humans and many species. Once 
nature is vulnerable enough it 
will just collapse, with no way 
back for thousands of years.  
For the sake of our children we 
must stop destroying our home. 

It is good that councils up and down our country 
are declaring climate emergencies, but why has so 
little happened since? It’s a bit like raising a fire 
alarm and finding that the firefighters wait to 
respond until they finish their meal, wash the fire 
engines, take a shower … 

As much as we should all reduce our carbon 
emissions, preserve nature and plant trees, we 
most particularly need our leaders in government, 
councils and churches to be brave enough to 
change course before it’s too late. Dear God, please 
give us strength to act. 

Max Priesemann, PCC Environmental Officer 
priesemann@web.de 

Walking for Life 
I enjoy walking. We are very fortunate in 
Winchester to be surrounded by lovely countryside 
and interesting walks in every direction. There are 
several long-distance walks for the fit and strong, 
but there are many shorter ones that can be 
enjoyed close to the city, such as Winnall Moors, 
Magdalen Down, Yew Hill and Compton Down, etc. 
I’ve accompanied Peter for the full distance of the 
Clarendon Way on three occasions and have 
walked the Itchen Navigation to the sea-lock and 
back in a day to justify my claim that I live within 
walking distance of the sea!  

Now, I cannot maintain the scheduled pace to 
complete the Clarendon Way in eight hours. 
Instead, I am content to do the equivalent distance 
in eight days! After my hip replacement, three 
years ago, I wanted to impress my surgeon by 
walking 1,000 miles in a year. It seemed to be a 
modest target of 2¾ miles a day, but I failed last 
year to maintain the schedule – miss a day and you 

have to do 6 miles to redress the balance. This year 
I did 5 miles on New Year’s Day and I have kept 
ahead of schedule. I set my own rules and never 
‘cheat on myself’. I walk actual miles (I have a 
colleague who claims to walk 2 miles without 
leaving home, by ‘counting steps’). I round down  
to the nearest half-mile. Town and back is 2 miles, 
regardless of extra wandering around the shops. It 
requires more discipline and commitment than I 
expected. I enjoy the changing scenes of crops in 
the fields and flowers in the hedgerows. I often 
‘take the time to stand and stare’, and imagine 
‘every step along my way says thanks to God for  
a lovely day’. 

In order to gain some reward, apart from personal 
satisfaction, I hereby pledge to donate £1 for every 
mile completed by the end of the year to Building 
for Life. I will not ‘idly rest and stay, but the steep 
and rugged pathway I will tread rejoicingly’. 

Chris Pile 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Information about one of the charities we support, 
paraphrased and edited from their website. 

Feed the Minds is a UK-based international 
development charity that has been delivering 
education projects for over 50 years. Its adult 
education and training projects provide the skills 
and knowledge for individuals to transform their 
own lives and communities, enabling long-term, 
sustainable change. 

It works in partnership with local grassroots 
organisations in some of the world’s poorest  
and most marginalised communities to deliver 
innovative adult education projects. By engaging 
with local organisations, it is able to involve local 
communities actively and ensure it meets their 
needs in an appropriate and sustainable way. It 
also supports local organisations to develop their 
skills and capacity during the time they partner 
with them on a particular project, so they will be 
even better equipped in future. 

‘The right to relevant education, and in particular 
to literacy, is a cornerstone for what we do. By 
literacy we mean more than just learning to read 
and write words or carry out calculations. We  
see literacy linked to key challenges in people’s 
lives; therefore learners are gaining skills with a 
relevant purpose.’ 

 

The right to relevant education, and in 
particular to literacy, is a cornerstone for 
what we do. We see literacy linked to key 

challenges in people’s lives. 

 

Its projects focus on three particular themes within 
its overall ‘Education for Change’ programme: 
health education – by sharing learning about 
nutrition, hygiene, sanitation and how to prevent 
life-threatening conditions such as malaria, HIV and 
AIDS; citizenship – by building skills and confidence 
to understand and participate in decision-making 
processes, including meetings, debates and 
elections, and to challenge oppressive gender 
structures; economic empowerment – by teaching 
the skills to secure sustainable livelihoods, using 
local resources and opportunities. For example: 

• in Pakistan, a health literacy project has 
enabled women and adolescent girls living in 
rural villages to learn about life-saving mother 
and child health 

• in Kenya, women and girls are learning about 
the harmful effects of female genital mutilation 
so that they can say no to it and to gender-
based violence 

• in Sierra Leone, during and after the Ebola 
crisis, female farmers are being equipped with 
skills to help improve the quality and quantity 
of their harvests 

• in the Dzaleka refugee camp in Malawi, women 
refugees are being helped to collaborate in 
small, sustainable businesses, improving their 
living standards and self-confidence. 

In the Kasese District of western Uganda, poverty is 
particularly high and literacy levels and vocational 
skills are low. Coffee farming is the mainstay of the 
economy but, due to low literacy and numeracy 
skills, farmers are frequently exploited. For 
example, coffee buyers often deliberately misread 
figures on weighing scales or make errors in 
calculations, and as a result farmers get underpaid. 
The Feed the Minds project there aims to benefit 
coffee farmers economically by increasing their 
literacy and numeracy skills so that they can apply 
them to their day-to-day lives. In partnership with  
a local organisation, 420 coffee farmers in the 
district will participate in a 10-month literacy and 
numeracy programme. Farmers will gain practical 
skills in scale reading, an understanding of market 
trends and the ability to make informed decisions 
related to the running of their farms. And this will 
also lead to an overall increase in their income. 

‘Six months of health literacy classes changed my 
life. I have learned how to keep mother and baby 
healthy. Before, I did not understand clearly about 
pregnancy and the post-natal period … From the 
classes I have learned to read and write simple 
words and sentences, and business skills. I am very 
thankful.’ Lalita Thapa, Hetauda village, Nepal 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 

Dzaleka project participants learn tailoring skills 
to help lift themselves out of poverty 
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Faith development 
St Augustine’s Confessions 

The Bible Reading Fellowship has been publishing notes to assist Bible reading since before 
the Second World War. These are still regularly available, but it now also publishes books on 
general Christian topics. 

I am reading a new book, Augustine’s Life of Prayer, Learning and Love by Revd Dr Carolyn 
Hammond, Dean of Caius College, Cambridge, and translator of St Augustine’s 
autobiographical Confessions, originally written in Latin and addressed directly to God. 
Hammond’s book is not a biography, but about how Augustine became a Christian. She 
traces key stages in Augustine’s pilgrimage from his personal doubts and feelings of guilt, 
through learning to read the Bible and to pray, to experiencing the love of God. She quotes 
generously from the Confessions, demonstrating that Augustine’s problems in the fourth 
century were not much different from ours today. 

As a taster, here is a passage from Book 10, in which Augustine considers the temptations 
raised by the five bodily senses in the context of Beauty, Light and Truth. 

Late have I loved you, O Beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you! 
And look! You were within me and I was outside my self, 

and it was there that I searched for you. 
In my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things which you created; 

you were with me, but I was not with you. 
Those created things kept me far away from you; 

yet if they had not been in you, they would have not been at all. 
You called and shouted, and broke through my deafness; 

you flamed and shone, and banished my blindness; 
you breathed your fragrance on me, and I drew in my breath and I pant for you; 

I have tasted you, and now I hunger and thirst for more; 
you have touched me, and I have burned for your peace. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

The lack of truth in high places, and the place of self-respect 
An hour ago I returned from a service in a local 
church. There I heard again these familiar words 
from Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia, ‘The 
Spirit of God is working in us and it produces  
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, humility and self-control’. Listening to 
that group of human qualities which come from 
God and find their birth in our souls, I was almost  
in tears as I thought of the present political chaos 
now dominating every aspect of UK life. Some may 
think otherwise, but my belief is that embedded 
within the political confusions of our time is an 
underlying spiritual crisis. In our constant and 
frenetic attempts to satisfy only ourselves and our 
own goals, we have become disconnected from the 
life-giving possibilities in these human qualities that 
Paul articulated in his letter. Yet millions seek to be 
reconnected to a spiritual vision. One element in 
this restoration of human dignity is self-respect.  

It may take years and years for countries as a whole 
to counter contempt for truth in high places. No 
one can tell. For many of us it is also a sorrow that 
some Christians in their voting for leaders ignore 
the human qualities of the person. Other Christians 
simply close their eyes to the whole mess and tell 

us that chaos like this was predicted centuries ago 
in the Bible. They believe we are at the end of days, 
so why worry and why be surprised? 

My own belief, and that of many others, is quite 
different. God matters. Creation matters. And  
each of us matters to God. At every level, this is a 
serious, beautiful world, created not by us yet  
of which we are stewards. And in that cosmic 
stewarding, patience, integrity of soul, humility, 
self-control, faithfulness, the ability to forgive and 
loving-kindness are of huge significance. When  
evil and lack of truth flourish we do not remain 
silent, not because we seek to draw attention to 
ourselves, but because we belong to God. We carry 
within us the divine image, and we see ‘the other’ 
not as an enemy but as a sister or brother who like 
us is held within divine light and divine possibility. 

*** If you ever see in a second-hand bookshop or 
charity shop a copy of Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
Made for Goodness: and Why This Makes All the 
Difference, first published in 2010 and co-authored 
by his daughter Mpho Tutu, it is worth buying. As 
one reviewer said, ‘If you are thirsty for spiritual 
drink, come to the water of this beautiful book’. 

Peter Millar, Former Warden of Iona Abbey  
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Helen McTiffin, Joint Co-ordinator with Janet Stewart 

Winchester Churches Christmas Project 2019 
How do you view the prospect of Christmas?  
Do you look forward to it? As Christians we 
certainly hope it is special. However, for some 
people in Winchester it brings exhaustion, worry, 
disappointment and even dread. All around there 
will be adverts for things that cannot be afforded, 
bills to be paid, the expectations of children that 
cannot possibly be fulfilled. 

Winchester Churches Christmas Project attempts to 
help those in Winchester for whom Christmas is a 
really difficult time. Each case is different but 
perhaps we can provide a boost after a difficult 
year, a helping hand with a worrying bill or the 
peace of mind brought by knowing that the 
electricity won’t run out over Christmas. There 
could be new toys and festive food but the list 
might also include warm clothes (to replace those 
left when fleeing domestic violence), a carpet, 
second-hand furniture or a morale-boosting treat. 

How it works  Before Christmas each pair of 
volunteers visits a family referred to us (by social 
work agencies) to ascertain their needs and then 
shop with, or on behalf of, the family. Each family 
has a set amount of money allocated. Those visited 
are in charge as much as possible – they choose 
what will make Christmas special for them. 
Sometimes the money is not the most important 
bit; knowing that someone is prepared to spend 
time and take the trouble to listen can mean a lot. 
There are no strings attached to our help. We show 
our Christian faith and witness in caring for and 
helping those we visit.  

A flavour of what it meant last Christmas 
‘Thank you so much for making our holiday so 

special! You managed to turn a difficult year into a 
happy ending! Thank you.’ 

‘I can’t thank you enough for helping to put smiles 
on all our faces. We enjoyed all the lovely treats 
and goodies on the table, a new working kettle and 
gorgeous clothes for the children.’ 

‘We went to Asda with our volunteers, it was great! 
It really helped us out. It took pressure off worrying 
about the Christmas food. Thank you so much!’ 

One of the agencies said, ‘Your kindness makes a 
real difference. What you may not realise is that it 
helps build trust and faith that other people do 
care and want to support.’ 

You are invited to contribute to this inter-church 
initiative. Last Christmas volunteers from 17 
different churches helped 113 people. You can help 
by praying for the project/becoming a volunteer/ 
making a donation. We’ll be contacting volunteers 
from previous years direct to ask if they are able  
to help again, but would be delighted to welcome 
new ones (always paired with someone 
experienced). Please contact me on 849559 or 
deanacre@talktalk.net by 5 November. 

Donations can be sent to the Project Treasurer, Mrs 
Jessica Tringham, c/o The United Church, Jewry 
Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ, with cheques payable 
to ‘Winchester Churches Christmas Project’, ideally 
by mid-November so we have an idea of what 
funds we have available before allocating money to 
families. To Gift Aid your donation, add ‘Gift Aid’ to 
the project name on the cheque and provide your 
name and address. Many thanks. 

  

Small kindnesses 
I’ve been thinking about the way, when you walk 

down a crowded aisle, people pull in their legs 
to let you by. Or how strangers still say ‘bless you’ 

when someone sneezes, a leftover 
from the Bubonic plague. ‘Don’t die’, we are saying. 

And sometimes, when you spill lemons 
from your grocery bag, someone else will help you 

pick them up. Mostly, we don’t want to harm each other. 
We want to be handed our cup of coffee hot, 

and to say thank you to the person handing it. To smile 
at them and for them to smile back. For the waitress 

to call us honey when she sets down the bowl of clam chowder, 
and for the driver in the red pick-up truck to let us pass. 

We have so little of each other, now. So far 
from tribe and fire. Only these brief moments of exchange. 

What if they are the true dwelling of the holy, these 
fleeting temples we make together when we say, ‘Here, 

have my seat’, ‘Go ahead – you first’, ‘I like your hat’. 

Danusha Laméris 
from The Moons of August, Autumn House Press, 2014 
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Baptism at  
St Matthew’s 

St Paul’s @ 4 

Storage container 
arriving 

Creating the new 
parish office 

Oiling the bell 

Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic 
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Building for Life 
Extraordinary God-given new opportunities for mission and ministry lie ahead 

 
In recent months an enormous amount of hugely 
skilled, tireless, deeply faith-inspired work has been 
going on. This has been done on behalf of us all – a 
complex calculation of the cost, and of what we can 
afford. On Monday evening your PCC, having 
considered a very full and professional report, 
came to an important decision. They voted 
unanimously to sign a contract, at an affordable 
cost, enabling the project to go ahead. Plans are 
now moving fast, which they need to in order to 
meet complex grant conditions. 

All this means that our celebration of Harvest, on  
6 October, will be our last Sunday in St Paul’s as we 
currently know it. The following Sunday we will 
begin worshipping in Western Church School Hall. 

I share with you many of the feelings this change 
brings. As someone said to me last Sunday, ‘I feel 
quite emotional about this’. Please may I try and be 

reassuring? Everything is going to be okay. We will 
look after each other. 

The point we have reached is the culmination of  
at least ten years of really careful work and much 
consultation. Having considered all the factors, 
your PCC were very clear that now is the right time 
to go ahead. 

In New Testament Greek there are two words  
for time. There’s chronos, from which we get 
‘chronological’ – a way of measuring time: seconds, 
minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years, 
decades, centuries. And then there’s kairos, which 
has a slightly different sense. It means a season,  
a time in history, the right time, a time of 
opportunity. That, dear friends in Christ, is where 
we are. We have a God-given opportunity, which 
we must now grasp. 

Peter Seal, extract from 8 September sermon 

Some reflections on St Matthew’s 
As St Paul’s prepares to close its 
doors for up to a year before 
emerging embellished and 
improved to resume its role as the 
principal church of our parish, it is 
perhaps of interest to reflect on  
our other place of worship,  
St Matthew’s. 

St Matthew’s was itself closed for 
several months recently for its own successful 
programme of repairs and re-ordering. With its 
new digital organ (a gift of Pat Robinson and her 
son Iain), its meeting space with kitchenette at the 
west end and its discreet new toilet facilities, it 
holds three weekly services currently attended by  
a total of 30–40 people a week – a modest but 
significant share of our worshipping community. 

Why do people come to St Matthew’s? Every 
worshipper has a slightly different motivation, but 
one of the chief attractions must be the beauty and 
intimacy of the building itself. It is, in the famous 
words of T. S. Eliot, a place ‘where prayer has been 
valid’. At St Matthew’s the visitor, and even more 
the worshipper, feels an extraordinary sense of 
continuity with the past. The inhabitants of Weeke 
have passed through its doors for generation after 
generation. It has seen them christened, married 
and buried. It has heard their supplications and 
prayers, it has witnessed their joys and sorrows. 
We are but the latest in a long line: ‘God of our 
Fathers, be the God/of their succeeding race’. 

The use of the Book of Common Prayer 
is in tune with this continuity. Our PCC 
are corporate members of the Prayer 
Book Society and thereby acknowledge 
the continuing value and relevance of 
the BCP to today’s Church. And in the 
context of St Matthew’s the structure, 
dignity and familiarity of the BCP feel 
perfectly appropriate. 

Finally, the very intimacy of St Matthew’s adds to 
the fervour of worship and makes for a particular 
sense of community. We do not need ‘the Peace’  
to induce us to acknowledge and greet our fellow 
worshippers. We may lack the confidence and 
encouragement that come from worshipping with 
100 others but we are more than two or three, and 
we have the assurance that Christ is among us. 

Why not join us some time? Our 8 am Holy 
Communion on Sunday is a quiet, contemplative 
half-hour during which to recharge ones spiritual 
batteries. It can also be convenient when other 
obligations may make worship later in the day 
difficult or impossible. At the 11.15 am Mattins the 
new organ comes into its own and we sing the full 
set of canticles, a psalm and four traditional hymns. 
And at 11 am on Wednesday there is a more  
social celebration of Holy Communion, often with 
discussion or a talk. As for parking, it is always 
available in Bere Close, and the five minutes’ or  
so walk to and from church provide an excellent 
opportunity to prepare oneself and to reflect. 

Dick Wilkinson
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Visitors’ books 
For over 40 years I have researched my own and 
other family trees. A harder task before the advent 
of websites, it found me travelling the length of the 
country visiting local record offices and churches. 
This often necessitated scraping the moss from 
ancient tombstones or craning to read inscriptions 
indoors on marble memorials (one of the few  
uses of my O level Latin!). Finally, I stopped every 
time to scrutinise the visitors’ book for anyone 
researching the same name or family. I tried always 
to add my own details and God’s blessing on those 
who worshipped there at that time. This led me to 
ponder on the visitors’ books held at St Matthew’s 
and St Paul’s – particularly at this time of change at 
the latter. 

St Matthew’s  I’m using the word ‘visitor’ to mean 
those who actually signed the visitors’ book. St 
Matthew’s current one begins in 1992. Until 1999 
there were about 30 visitors a year. From 2000 to 
2016 numbers dropped to an average of 10, and in 
2016 the church was closed for seven months. On 
re-opening in March 2017 visitor numbers soared 
to 97 that year; 2018 saw 28. 

Visitors come from across the continents. From 
Europe people travelled from Czechoslovakia, 
France, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Spain and Sweden. From Asia some arrived from 
Arabia, China, Hong Kong and India. From Africa 
came visitors from Ghana, South Africa and 
Uganda. Others are noted from Australia, New 
Zealand and the USA. Most comment on the 
antiquity, peace, beauty, renewal and openness  
of the church. Some are more specific. 

* My grandfather William four times removed was 
married here in 1787. 
* My great grandfather was rector here 1845–69. 
* Grandad’s wedding was here in 1902. 
* My first visit since my christening 30 years ago! 
* My great-great grandma lived in Pond Cottage as 
caretaker for the church until her death in 1924. 
* Interesting to find a BCP parish in an urban area. 
* Ideal subject for railway modelling world. 
* An ancient jewel littered by butterflies – a 
splendid marvel. 
* Have been a heroin addict for 25 years. Am 40 
years old. Came in to ask God for help to give up. 
Please pray. I am trying hard. 
* Thank you for the open door. God is here. 
* What a gem! I never knew it was here – and 
open. Bless it for ever. 
* A step into spiritual peace.

St Paul’s  Brief records can be found in St Paul’s 
visitor’s book from 1992 to 2006. This entry then 
follows: ‘The church is now open on a Wednesday 
and Thursday from 6 January 2010, having been 
kept locked for many years’. Numbers of visitors 
from 2011 to 2015 steadily increased to about 
eight a year; from 2016 to the present there are 
about 20 a year. 

Visitors have come from Britain, Northern Ireland, 
the Netherlands, Germany, Norway, Poland, Italy, 
Spain, Greece, USA, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and Korea. Their comments show varied 
reasons for visiting. 

Some are commemorating family ties 
* Mother born at Greenhill Road 100 years ago. 
* Father was curate here 1945–50. 
* Baptised here in 1950. 
* Granddaughter being christened today. 
* Our parents married here 70 years ago. 
* Today is our 30th wedding anniversary. 
* Have come back to the church near where mum 
lived and where her funeral was held. 

Some have specific personal interest 
* Researching WW1 dead. 
* Girl Guide in the 1950s. I like the more open 
space. 
* Sang here 1950–1960s (where are the choir 
stalls?) So little has changed, but so much has. 

Some are on one-off visits 
* Visiting grandchildren at Western School. 
* Attending the wonderful music event. 
* Attending a Lent course. 
* Praying for my husband’s medical treatment 
today. 
* Here for a memorial service. 

Some have written reflectively 
* Delighted church is open. 
* Wonderful feeling of peace, open space and calm. 
* Reflecting on the church with my granddaughter. 
* Needed to pray for my kids. 
* Thank you for the welcome – loved visiting this 
church and finding out about community. 
* A sacred space. 

The last word must be this comment left recently 
* Pouring with rain so came in for five minutes’ rest 
and shelter. Found sanctuary – more than I ever 
realised. Thank you. God bless. 

Cheryl Davis 

  

Seven days without prayer makes one weak. 

Seen outside a Sussex church 
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From our elected representatives 
Educational funding and extra constituency time 

Last month, I wrote about a special ‘Schools in 
Winchester’ debate I led in parliament just before 
the summer break. Central to it was a plea that 
ministers produce a long-term funded plan for 
schools, as has recently happened for the NHS.  
So, in case you missed it, funding in primary and 
secondary schools is increasing by £14 billion. 

Per-pupil funding will rise to a minimum of £5,000 
for secondary school students next year and £4,000 
for primary school pupils by 2021–22, and there’s 
some £700 million more for children with special 
educational needs and disabilities next year. This 
was a key focus for my debate, as I see first-hand 
how high-needs provision is struggling in 
Hampshire. 

Further to this – and another campaign I have 
pursued in parliament over many years – is new 
investment of some £400 million in education for 
16–19-year-olds, including further education and 
sixth form colleges such as our own excellent Peter 
Symonds. And lastly on this, we’re seeing the 
biggest reform to teacher pay in a generation, 
increasing salaries for new teachers to £30,000  
by 2022–23. 

Secondly, my 2019 Summer Tour was extended, 
morphing temporarily into my Prorogation Tour! 
MPs like me were determined to make the most of 
the additional time in our constituencies. 

Finally (and those who don’t like party political 
figures writing in these pages will be pleased), 
some of you may have noticed my recent vote in 
parliament which led to the Conservative Whip 
being suspended last month, meaning I currently  
sit as an Independent MP. These things are never 
easy but the basic fact is we live in a parliamentary 
democracy. There has never been a majority in  
the House, and I believe not in Winchester either, 
for no-deal. So while I understand there will be 
different views, please know I have always put my 
constituency and my country above my own self-
interest, and I will go on doing that as our MP for  
as long as Winchester allows me. 

I would like to thank all the constituents who have 
sent me supportive messages in recent weeks. Your 
grace and kindness has meant a great deal. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 

Doorstep glass recycling starts 
These past months have been busier 
than ever, coming to terms with 
running the Council and working to 
ensure that services such as waste 
collection, planning, looking after 
green and open spaces, and licensing 
all function as well as possible – 
while also implementing changes.  

Things take time, but one modest 
achievement is the installation of a 
drinking fountain in Abbey Gardens. 
This is part of a programme to 
encourage more people to drink 
fresh water and refill bottles rather than 
purchasing it in plastic bottles. This is the first, but 
over the coming months and years we hope to see 
many more drinking fountains installed in public 
places. 

After many years of campaigning we are pleased 
that in October doorstep glass recycling is to be 
introduced. By now you should have received  
black boxes for the collection of glass and we look 

forward to the introduction of  
this new service – the first change  
aimed at improving recycling rates in 
the district. 

The Council also remains committed 
to reducing the numbers of cars in 
the town centre and has purchased 
the Vaultex site in Bar End, which is 
to be used as a new Park and Ride. In 
the short term it will be used over 
the Christmas period as a coach park. 

In the longer term we look forward  
to more proactive planning for the 

future of Winchester and, in conjunction with the 
need to refresh the Local Plan, will be working on a 
revised Vision and a Plan for the city. In preparing 
this we are committed to engaging with as many as 
possible of those who live and work here. More of 
this later, but do look out for opportunities to have 
your say. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward  
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
New term, new groups!  The children are getting 
used to the change. And some are choosing to stay 
in their previous groups, which is fine, especially for 
those who are in new classes at school. 

It was good to welcome Luci Reyes (niece of Fiona 
and Mark Butt) to help with our children’s groups 
during the summer holidays. It’s also good to 
welcome back our students: Aaron Burrows and 
Megan Maylam, who lead the young people’s 
groups, and Imogen Cook, who works with  
the children. 

In one session during the summer we looked at 
Jesus as the bread of life. Harriet Hide brought 
readymade dough along and the children made it 
into bread rolls, which they cooked. Another 
session they looked at the story of Jonah. They 
decorated fish-shaped biscuits and had a fun game 
of throwing a ball into the whale’s mouth, and they 
also played a magnetic fishing game. Some then did 
word searches to do with Jonah. 

Malawi presentation  Bryony Lucas gave a really 
interesting presentation of photographs of her trip 
to Malawi. She showed it in the hall to many 
children and adults. We saw the school where she 
helped teach. The children in Malawi were thrilled 
to receive the pens and paper, plus footballs that 
the group from Bryony’s school took over with 
them. Bryony told us that the children were 
fascinated by their phones and cameras, as they 
didn’t have these. We were also interested to see 
photos of the church and a video clip of the priest 
doing a dance at the altar. We wondered if Peter 
would be doing that for us one day! Bryony told us 
that the trip had made her realise how lucky we are 
in Winchester with all that we have. All of us who 
saw her photos also thought about how fortunate 
we are and vowed to appreciate what we have. 

St Paul’s @ 4  On Sun 15 September the families 
enjoyed hearing the story of Noah’s Ark and acting 
it out with a large ark and some costumes. Then we 
played some fun games and had a lovely tea. The 
October one will be in St Paul’s parish rooms. 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic  On Sun 22 September 
everyone brought their teddies and enjoyed 
making teddy bear puppets and teddy biscuits as 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

well as playing lots of games. We had a lovely picnic 
together and it was a good opportunity to get to 
know people better. 

A great adventure  Great excitement (trepidation?) 
as we prepare to move to Western Church School 
for our Sunday morning services. From Sun 13 
October the children’s and young people’s groups 
will meet in the classrooms adjacent to the hall.  
So we’ve been thinking about what resources we 
need to take each week and what can be left in 
storage, as it will probably be around a year until 
we return to St Paul’s. For a few weeks, those who 
don’t know Western may find it a bit strange being 
there (though some of our children are familiar 
with it, so will be able to guide us). We see this  
as a great adventure and an opportunity to do 
things differently. 

Mary Copping 

A prayer for new beginnings 

Loving God, let me be strong today 
as I meet new people in new places. 
Make me brave when I am worried,  

show me how to learn from everyone around me, 
and help me to do my very best. 

Amen. 
  

Coming up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun 20 October, 4 pm 
St Paul’s @ 4 family 
service in the parish 
rooms, ‘Joseph and his 
amazing coat’, with tea 
afterwards 

From Sun 13 October   
Sunday morning 
groups at Western  
Church School! 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to  
Ursula Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  

(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship secretary, 
legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinche
ster.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Roger McKearney, health, safety and 
security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer,  
St M’s/Acting Chair, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to St 
Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

Written large on every page of the Bible is the conviction 
that none of us has an interest or a welfare that is ours alone. 

The life of another is my life. 
If their life is wounded or diminished, so is mine. 

Rowan Williams 


