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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer Parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer Parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4 pm Evening Prayer Parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion on 1st Sunday of month 
9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays 

Western Primary  
Church School 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month 
11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays 

St Matthew’s 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org, 844878 

 Men’s group meeting monthly, 8 pm, at the 
Roebuck for a drink and a chat; please  
contact Mike Russell-Smith, 853584, 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; contact Linda Russell-
Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group on the first Monday of the 
month, 2–4 pm; contact Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 7.45 
pm; all welcome; contact James Clay, 852141 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 7.30 
for 7.45 pm; contact Peter and Irene Casey, 
808776 

 Home Communion  If you’re housebound but 
would like to receive Holy Communion, do 
contact liz@stmatthewstpaul.org, or leave a 
message for Liz Stuart at the parish office, 844878 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in the 
band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist 
with activities for children and young people 
(four different age-groups) plus a DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation for those of 
secondary-school age  

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular weekday under-fives’ services with pre-
school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s Pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm 
in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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From the rector 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cover picture: Paul Béranger, Laisse aussi l’image, 2018, painted silk tissue collage, 130 x 89 cm 
  

Dear friends, 

I first saw the image on the front cover in a shop window in Lyon, France, a couple of years ago. 
I was immediately struck by it and soon noticed the cross shape in the centre. Correspondence  
with the artist Paul Béranger has revealed his technique, which seems to fit well with our parish 
theology. We’ve long described ourselves as wanting to have ‘soft edges’; this picture has revealed 
a new insight: that both our individual lives, and our shared community and church lives, can also 
be described as ‘layered’ or ‘textured’. 

As part of Building for Life it’s really wonderful that, thanks to a generous grant from the Ladies of 
the Grail, who have a community living in Cheriton Road, we have been able to include the 
Resurrection Chapel, which I know is close to many people’s hearts. I have long pictured the front 
cover image as the main focus for prayer in the new chapel. The PCC have considered the idea, and 
I am glad to be able to invite a donor to fund this original piece of art. Details are on p. 9. 

The Building for Life project continues to develop very well, and it’s really exciting to see our shared 
vision becoming a reality (see photos on p. 8). Your ongoing prayers for those most closely involved 
in the management of this big undertaking are really valued and are making such a difference. The 
aim of Building for Life is to further develop St Paul’s as a venue and a presence that is outward 
looking – a community building that is truly welcoming and easily accessible, in every sense,  
to everyone. 

A New Year often brings new thoughts, and I have been thinking again about the life of the local 
church and how it relates to those who don’t attend. It continues to be a real delight to go on 
discovering that what the Church seeks to represent and stand for is appreciated by so many in our 
community. But what about those many good people who don’t have any positive feelings towards 
church, or who don’t see any point to the Christian faith? I have a real desire and longing to  
better understand what is most important for people, what they would count as their values and 
aspirations, what they want (or need) most, what they fear and dread. It seems to me that in our 
age we are being challenged to be alongside and with people, not with a view to trying to get them 
into church, but simply to know them better. I hope this makes some sense and, as always, I really 
value your responses and insights. 

The Taizé Community (www.taize.fr/en) has just had its annual New Year meeting. 13,000 young 
adults met for five days in Wroclaw, southwest Poland, all accommodated with local families. 
Brother Alois introduced the theme: ‘Always on the move, never uprooted’. It seems that he is 
expressing something important about modern-day life. We can easily identify with ‘always on the 
move’, probably not in a literal, physical sense but in terms of our world and the many fast-moving 
changes we hear of and experience. ‘Never uprooted’ feels like what we need! Perhaps that’s what 
a local church can continue to offer folk: an experience of rootedness, whatever the winds and 
storms of life bring. 

We will be keeping Sun 9 February as what we call Stewardship Sunday, with a focus on the gift of 
our time, skills and money. With your PCC, I’m conscious of so much generosity in many different 
ways for Building for Life in recent years. We now need to re-focus on our day-to-day running costs. 
I will be writing to everybody individually, and ask your prayers, please. 

With every good wish for 2020, and looking forward to conversations with many of you. 
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Sat 1 

The Lion King music and drama 
workshop for children and 
young people 
Western School, 9 am–4.30 pm, 
with performance at 5 pm 

Baptism of Hugh Brookes 
St Matthew’s, noon 

Sun 2 

Baptism of Evelyn Munro 
St Matthew’s, 1 pm 

Mon 3 

Book group 
Hillside Road, 2–4 pm 

Environmental group 
Fordington Ave, 6.30 pm 

Tues 4 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 5 

Space in the City, speaker 
Angela Tilby 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Mary Copping taking assembly 
Westgate Lower School,  
2.50 pm 

Western Church School 
governors’ meeting 
Western, 7 pm 

Thurs 6 

Deadline for March magazine 
articles 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 9 

Stewardship Sunday 

Holy Communion 
Tegfield House, 11 am 

Tues 11 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8 pm 

Wed 12 

Space in the City 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Thurs 13 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 16 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
Parish rooms, 4 pm 

Mon 17 

Building for Life site progress 
meeting 
Site office, 2.30 pm 

Tues 18 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Fri 21 

‘Life is a Cabernet’ wine tasting 
Pheasants Way, Sarum Road, 
7.30 pm, tickets £17.50 

Sun 23 

Taizé service 
Cathedral, 6 pm 

Tues 25 

Building for Life project board 
Parish rooms, 5.15–7 pm 

Public lecture, ‘Spiritual abuse: 
promoting healthy Christian 
cultures’ 
University of Winchester, 6.30–
7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 26 

Ash Wednesday 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
and Ashing 
St Matthew’s, 11 am 

Beyond Ourselves committee 
Parish rooms, 2.30 pm 

Holy Communion and Ashing 
St Matthew’s, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 27 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 22 

Mothering Sunday 

Sun 12 

Easter Sunday 

Answers for p. 13: 1 greater, 2 separate, 3 always, 4 useless, 5 brother,  
6 light, 7 knock, 8 salt 
 

 Sunday services: 
February Bible readings 
2 Feb 
9 Feb 
16 Feb 
23 Feb 

Malachi 3: 1–5; Luke 2: 22–40 [p. 56] 
1 Corinthians 2: 1–12; Matthew 5: 13–20 [p. 64] 
Romans 8: 18–25; Matthew 6: 25–34 [p. 75] 
Exodus 24: 12–18; Matthew 17: 1–9 [p. 77] 

  

Diary dates 

F E B R U A R Y 

M A R C H 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they 
are by Christine Bennett, Mary 
Copping, Gill Longman, Ursula 
Payne, Peter Seal and Martin 
West. 

A P R I L 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Cheryl Barkwill, Caroline Behan, 

Emrys Davies, Vera Edwards, baby 
Emily, Julia Jones, Phillippa 
Lerclercq, Louisa (20 months), 
Louise, Kate Morgan, Jane Seal, 
Tony Silcox, Philip Surrage, Brett 
Tribe, Patricia Watts and Vera 
Willnecker. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Ronald Berry, Colin 
Brookes, Yvonne Dagwell, Laura 
Liepins and Sister Teresa 
Roseingrave. 

 

 

 

 
Incredible Edible  As the weather warms up, you 
are invited to get involved with WinACC’s Food 
Action Group. It supports people to eat a more 
sustainable diet, as there is a clear connection 
between food production and climate change. Its 
next monthly meeting is on Thurs 6 February, 6.30–
8 pm at the University of Winchester. Contact 
food@winacc.org.uk or 827083 for more 
information. Incredible Edible also meets every 
Tuesday and Saturday morning at the Edington 
Road community allotment for hands-on outdoor 
experience; all welcome.  
 
Hot Mikado  Please support Jonathan and Oli 
Eadie, who will be performing at the Theatre Royal 
on 20–22 February in Encore Youth Theatre’s 
production of Hot Mikado, a Gilbert and Sullivan 
favourite re-imagined as a sensational swinging 
show set in the 1930s golden age of jazz!  
Tickets: www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk or  
from box office. 
 
Spiritual abuse: promoting healthy Christian 
cultures  Dr Lisa Oakley will be delivering a public 
lecture at the University of Winchester on Tues 25 
February, 6.30–7.30 pm, examining how we can 
respond well to experiences of coercive control in  

religious contexts, and prevent their occurrence in 
the future. Book your place (free) at 
https://tinyurl.com/yx2sky5l. 
 
Life is a Cabernet  On Fri 21 February, Peter and 
Irene Casey present another imaginative wine-
tasting session. For tickets (£17.50) please contact 
808776, pheasants@picasey.me.uk. All proceeds 
will go to Building for Life. 
 
Quiz team  Holy Trinity Church, Upper Brook Street, 
is holding a quiz evening on Fri 28 February, 7.30 
pm, with a fish and chip supper and wine for  
£10 per person. Our parish is invited to form  
one or more quiz teams to take part. Please 
register your team with Kathy Mabey, 
rubyslippersoz@googlemail.com. 
 
Lent in the parish   
Tuesdays, 7.30 pm, parish rooms   
Silent meditation in the Christian tradition 

Wednesdays, 10–10.55 am, St Matthew’s 
Study group, 4 March–1 April 

Wednesdays, 7.30 pm, St Paul’s Hall 
Talks followed by group discussion,  
4 March–1 April 
 

Lion King musical workshop 

  

Coming up 

Family feedback 

Each year the talented children and young people from St Paul’s 
are joined by pupils from Western and Westgate Lower schools, 
and they put on a fantastic show. After the success of Bugsy 
Malone last year, we’re again staging a musical in one day flat! 
We’re delighted to have Bronwen Dixie leading the workshop 
on Saturday 1 February – she teaches at Florian School of Dance 
and Chichester Stage School and is hugely experienced and 
enthusiastic. Over 20 5–12-year-olds will be involved. 

Everyone’s welcome to come and watch the performance at 
Western School at 5 pm. There will be plenty of music, drama 
and singing, plus refreshments at the end; a great time is had by 
all. And it’s free – no tickets needed. 

Original image from Pixabay 
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Beyond Ourselves 
 
The Beyond Ourselves 
Committee Action Group 
(formerly called the Planning 
Group) recently met to discuss 
how to support climate-
change issues. During Lent, for 
many years the parish has 
sought donations for Partners 
for Change Ethiopia (formerly 
St Matthew’s Children’s 
Home), but lately the amounts collected have 
reduced substantially. With the current climate-
change crisis a decision has been made to focus this 
year’s Lent appeal on the charity Christian Climate 
Action. Understandably, some of you may wish to 
continue your support of Partners for Change; if 
you would prefer not to post your gift direct to the 
charity but route it via the parish, Katy Palacio 
(844878, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org) would be 
happy to send it on. 

Christian Climate Action is a community of 
Christians supporting each other to take 
meaningful action in the face of imminent and 
catastrophic anthropogenic [human-influenced or 
caused] climate breakdown. Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, and social justice movements of the past, 
they carry out acts of non-violent direct action to 
urge those in power make the change needed. (See 
www.christianclimateaction.org, from which this 
material is sourced.) 

Purpose 
 to raise the alarm about the urgency and scale 

of the climate crisis facing God’s creation 
 to take meaningful action to tackle the issue 
 to communicate the key role that Christians 

and the Church can play in this climate 
emergency 

 to demonstrate the power of non-violent direct 
action in change-making 

 to create safe spaces for people to emotionally 
process the effects this climate emergency has 
already caused to our planet and what it 
threatens to destroy if we carry on with 
business as usual. 

Principles and values 
Our God is loving: God is  
the creator who cares  
about creation. 
We must act in love: God calls 
us to love our neighbours, our 
enemies and our God – we 
must do all things in love. 
We are called to participate in 
bringing about a renewed 

world: to create a world that is fit for generations 
to come. 
Our allegiance is to God: where there is a choice 
between obeying God and obeying the law of the 
land, we choose to obey God. 
We set our mission on what is necessary: enough  
of the population must be mobilised to take 
meaningful action in order to achieve system 
change. 
We are called to be faithful, not successful: none of 
us is perfect for tackling the climate emergency, 
but there is no time to wait until we are; we are 
called to tell the truth about the emergency and to 
act faithfully now. 
We take action in a spirit of repentance: we 
acknowledge we are part of the problem that we 
are fighting, and come to action in repentance  
and prayer. 
We need a regenerative culture: to create a culture 
that is healthy, resilient and adaptable. 
We openly challenge ourselves and this toxic 
system: leaving comfort zones to take action  
for change. 
We value reflecting and learning: there is a cycle of 
action, reflection, learning and planning for more 
action; this includes learning from other 
movements and contexts. 
We welcome everyone: we work actively to create 
safer and more accessible spaces. 
We actively mitigate for power: breaking down 
hierarchies of power for more equitable 
participation. 
We avoid blaming and shaming: we live in a toxic 
system, but no single individual is to blame. 
We are a non-violent network: as Jesus did, we use 
non-violent strategy and tactics as the most 
effective way to bring about change. 
We are based on autonomy and decentralisation: 
the structures needed to challenge power are 
created collectively. 

Anyone who follows these core principles and 
values can take action in the name of Christian 
Climate Action. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 

Merciful God, we believe that you uphold and sustain 
all that you have made, while also lovingly giving us 
the freedom to live in relationship with the rest of 
creation. We ask your forgiveness for the ways we 
have abused that freedom, through what we have 
done and what we have left undone. We bring our 
lament and our longing for a renewed earth to you. 
As your people, we come to you weary and heavy 
laden. We ask that you would make our grief holy in 
your eyes. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
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Eco Church 
Changing to a renewable energy supplier can make a real difference 

In November we had a very productive Beyond 
Ourselves meeting working out many ideas for 
activities. We believe that the parish can achieve 
the Bronze Eco Church Award in 2020. 

Both as a church community and as individuals we 
can make a big difference by choosing how we 
spend our money. New shops have opened close to 
each other on both sides of 
Poundland. On the left is 
Projects, where you can fill 
your own containers with 
shampoo, washing-up 
liquid, pasta, rice, nuts and 
other foods. On the right is 
the Bike Hub, where you 
can get your bicycle sorted 
out or buy a refurbished 
second-hand bike, together 
with the Open House Deli, 
which serves delicious food 
– I can recommend the 
lentil soup! You can also 
buy bamboo brushes, re-
usable straws, shampoo 
bars and re-usable bottles 
there. 

Donating to good causes is 
great. However, you can make a difference too by 
choosing carefully who to trust to look after your 
money while you save for the future, and for your 
current bank account, and by choosing a renewable 
energy supplier. 

Renewable energy puzzling questions  You may 
ask: How can I get renewable energy via the same 
National Grid that supplies non-renewable energy? 
Of course you get the same electricity as everyone 
else, but what you can influence is what kind of 
energy gets fed into the grid. The more people who 
buy from suppliers that produce renewable energy 
themselves, the more those companies can 
reinvest into further renewable energy plants. 

You may ask, how can I find a supplier of renewable 
energy? First, think about your priorities; what is 
most important for you – cost, or the most positive 
climate action, or do you want to find some middle 
way? If you’d like to use as much renewable energy 
as possible (other than from your own solar 
panels!), start here: providers like Good Energy, 
Ecotricity, Green Energy and Bulb invest directly 
into their own renewable plants and only sell 

renewable energy, which ensures that your money 
will be invested to build more renewable energy 
sources. The website www.ethicalconsumer.org 
grades all providers. 

Most of us need to be mindful of what we can 
afford, and you might need to compromise by 
trying to find the next best ‘green’ option. 

Thankfully, there are plenty 
of these green-tariff 
options available that may 
cost less than your current 
tariff and still offer 100% 
renewable energy. 
Unfortunately, though, 
there is some ‘greenwash’ 
going on. Some providers 
that produce ‘dirty’ energy 
themselves buy in energy 
that comes with a 
renewable certificate at a 
time of year when it’s 
cheapest – while the wind 
is blowing in the middle of 
summer – but not at the 
time when you use it most. 
You’ll find a good 
explanation of this at 

www.goodenergy.co.uk/lp/greenwashing/. 
Nevertheless, it would still be better to go for a 
green tariff compared to an ordinary non-green 
tariff to avoid your money being reinvested into 
fossil-fuel energy. 

When you are ready, take your most recent 
electricity and gas bills and compare them with one 
of the providers above to get an idea of price. If it 
costs too much, you can try 
www.bigcleanswitch.org, which helps you compare 
green tariffs that sell 100% green energy from 
renewable sources in Britain with your current bill. 

Coming up ... I will write more about ethical finance 
options that you may want to explore. Don’t worry, 
I won’t give you financial advice, only ideas on how 
you can make your money more sustainably useful 
while you save for the future. 

Please e-mail me with any questions or if you like 
to get involved with our friendly Beyond Ourselves 
Committee Action Group. 

Max Priesemann, Environmental Officer 
priesemann@web.de 
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Building for Life at St Paul’s 
An update in pictures 

  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Captions on p. 9 
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Art for the Resurrection Chapel 

As I mentioned in my opening letter, I have a vision 
for a beautiful piece of art in the new Resurrection 
Chapel at St Paul’s. To the right you can read some 
lovely words from the artist, Paul Béranger, about 
how he works and what he creates. (My thanks  
to Ursula Payne and Kathleen Freeman for  
the translation.) 

The artwork he has kindly let us reproduce on the 
front cover, which a few of us have been using as a 
visual focus at Evening Prayer for many months 
now, has proved to be wonderfully beautiful and 
very enriching. The original piece is available for 
sale and Paul would like us to have it. It would fit 
really well in the new chapel on the wall we will 
face for private prayer, with the window behind us. 
It’s quite large – 130 cm high by 89 cm wide –  
but would fit perfectly. The total cost, including 
transport, should be no more than £2,500. I am 
inviting a single donation to cover this cost. 

This is a rare opportunity to purchase for St Paul’s a 
distinctive, ‘soft-edged’, textured and inclusive 
piece of art which will be a focus for prayer and 
inspiration for many years to come. (NB The PCC 
needs to give final approval, and we then need to 
gain permission from the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee.) Do please contact me. 

Peter Seal 
 

Walking for Life 
Following his generous pledge to donate £1 for 
every mile completed by the end of 2019 to Building 
for Life (despite having undergone hip 
replacement), Chris Pile has an update ... 

Now that 2019 has ended, I am happy to say that I 
exceeded my target of walking 1,000 miles in a 
year. I usually walk to town about three times a 
week, and I started last year with a couple of five-
mile walks to Crab Wood. That still left me short of 
the 20 miles per week required, so I included a 
two-mile circuit across the golf course whenever I 
needed to make up the mileage. By the end of the 
year I completed 1,114 miles (equivalent to more 

than 40 marathons!) and an average of more than 
three miles per day. (A modest achievement 
compared to my postman, who walks 10–12 miles a 
day.) I recorded where I walked each day so the 
distances can be verified!  

There were six days when I recorded no distance 
and 30 days when I walked five miles or more. 
Apart from Winchester, some walks were done in 
Southampton and London. I crossed the golf course 
140 times, each time a delight to experience the 
view across the valley, whatever the weather.  
I ended the year on a high (albeit slightly lower 
than where I live in Greenhill Road) by ascending  

St Catherine’s Hill on 
Christmas Day.  
I know two people 
who have said they 
will attempt a 
similar challenge; 
maybe others will 
follow with a 
challenge 
appropriate to  
their ability. 

Chris Pile  

1  Recycled foamed glass insulation ready to receive fleece covering and heating pipes 

2  Laying the underfloor heating under the nave and entrance to the church 

3  Steel girders for the new structure at the west end 

4  The new wall winds elegantly between the pillars 

5  Limecrete brought from East Anglia and mixed on site 

6  A wonderful, smooth, level surface for the first time since the church was built 

7  Starting to construct the kitchen and toilet walls 

8  The beginnings of the gallery floor, over the new parish office 

9  A breakthrough! The initial door opening to the new Resurrection Chapel 

Paul Béranger writes: I was very touched by your 
enquiry, as my painting comes from a Christian 
perspective. I have for example exhibited at the 
museum of the Grande Chartreuse; and all the titles of 
my works at the exhibition at Gallery Emmanuel 
Estève, Lyons, were sourced from the text of an 
anonymous prayer from the Middle Ages. It’s a form of 
spiritual exploration through the medium  
of painting. 

The collage work made from silk tissue that I paint 
myself evolves over a long period. I can work for 
several months on one painting, superimposing layers 
of paper, and gradually the very subtle colour 
intensifies until it reaches full saturation, but at the 
same time the painting retains traces, memories, of 
these different layers. They diffract multiple shades, 
emphasising alternately single and multiple tones, and 
seem to open up towards a light that is warm and 
gentle yet intense, which comes from within the 
painting and contemplates the viewer. 

My paintings aren’t figurative, but for me they aren’t 
abstract either. Each colour, whether red, blue, ochre, 
green or terracotta, resonates with elements of the 
natural world: fire, joy, blue, silence, the green of 
vegetation, life, earth, sand ... 
www.paul-beranger.fr 
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Animal nativity 
at St Paul’s 

Nativity service at 
the University of 

Winchester 

Mary and Liz at 
Winchester Cathedral 

Christmas market 

Children’s Christmas 
workshop 
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Christingle service 
at Western 

Children’s groups 
at Western 

Bishop John 
celebrates 40 

years as a bishop 

Advent carols at 
St Matthew’s 

Tea with 
Friends 
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Fairtrade Fortnight 
Fairtrade 
Fortnight 
this year will 
run from 24 
February to 
8 March. 
This is a  
time when 
individuals, 
groups and 
companies – 
to say 

nothing of parishes – come together to celebrate 
the people in developing countries who grow our 
food, but who are often underpaid and exploited. 
The focus this year will be on women in the  
cocoa and coffee industries across the world, 
campaigning for living incomes – and if this  
sounds familiar, it is because it is year 2 of a three-
year campaign. 

The UK chocolate industry is worth at least £4 
billion a year. But the average cocoa farmer in Ivory 
Coast or Ghana, where 60% of all cocoa is grown, 
makes less than 75p a day – well below the 
extreme poverty line of around £1.40 a day. In 
addition, the climate crisis is already wreaking 
havoc on global food production. Farmers are 
battling less predictable seasons, more plant 
diseases and weather extremes, leading to a lack of 
food. They are struggling to harvest crops and 
working longer hours for lower prices. Women, 
who carry out more than two thirds of the labour 
involved in cocoa farming, are particularly 
disadvantaged, working in the fields, looking after 
children, carrying water and helping bring the crop 
to market. They have fewer rights than men and 
earn much less. 

Does this sound fair? Can we help to change it? 

Choosing to buy fair trade makes a real 
contribution to changing the world. Farmers and 
growers can earn enough to feed their families, to 
send their children to school (one of the most 
critical steps for transforming their future) and to 
provide a future for their local community. 

What can you do this Fortnight? Could you – as a 
church or an individual – raise some money to help 
Traidcraft Exchange with its support work? A Big 
Brew coffee morning? Some friends round for tea 
or coffee? Last year there were some great events 
in schools and Sunday schools. Our university will 
as always be running its own programme. Please let 
me know of anything you are planning or hear 
about so that we can draw up a programme for our 
website, www.winchesterfairtrade.org.uk – and for 
possible inclusion in March magazines! 

Rosemary Dunhill, rcdunhill@gmail.com 
Winchester Fairtrade Network 

Toddler group 
Toddlers is going well, with around eight children 
most weeks. We have regular sets of grandparents 
and dads as well as mums and childminders joining 
the children, in addition to a few new people each 
week. Recently we’ve had more 0–2-year-olds than 
3-year-olds join. It is a relaxed and informal group, 
and small compared to some Winchester toddler 
groups – which is appreciated by those who come. 

We have a committed group of six of us on the rota 
to help out each week, ensuring two of us can be 
there. Of course, more people on the rota would 
always be welcome! Mary Copping drops in when 
she can, to say hello and chat to those attending, 
which is appreciated. Sylvia Brown, the pre-school 
supervisor, came to our final session before 
Christmas with a few children from pre-school, 
which was wonderful. As a group we have a termly 
meeting to arrange the rota for the next term. We 
think about how the group is running and mention 
any ideas or changes we would like to make, any 
supplies we need to purchase, and so on. We have 
discussed asking for feedback from those who 
come along, and so will start that now. 

In the autumn we did a really helpful toy-sort, and 
we’ve condensed the toy storage and put some in 
the loft while the building work is underway. The 
idea is to rotate the toys from the loft every few 
weeks so the children have different things to play 
with. This means that those working in the office 
have renditions of nursery rhymes and the Hokey 
Cokey! We look forward to making more use of the 
outside space in the spring and summer months. 

We love having visitors, however briefly, so if you 
are passing please do pop in to say hello, see what 
goes on and have a cup of coffee. 

Victoria McCabe, Leader 

Questions for God 

From a Hampshire junior school prayer space, 
continued from last year. 

What is the meaning of life? 
Why do swear words exist as they just upset 
people? 
How did God appear? 
Why are people homeless? 
When did the universe begin? 
How did my family start? 
Why did the police come to my house? 
Why is there war? 
Why do people litter? They know it will kill animals 
Why do people shout at you when you’re being 
naughty, why can’t they just talk about it with you? 
Why do you take the good people so soon? 
Why do people murder? 
How do you make everyone happy? 
How were we all created? 



| 13 

Children’s and youth work update 
 
Christmas seems a long time ago now, but what 
wonderful events we had for children and young 
people, even without being able to use St Paul’s 
Church because of the refurbishments. First was  
St Paul’s @ 4 Christmas celebration at Western 
School: the children made candles and angels to  
go on the Christmas banner that the Sunday 
children’s groups had been working on. Later  
that afternoon we held a Christingle service at the 
school, and we were able to use real candles (with 
care!) – when these were lit and the lights down it 
created a wonderful atmosphere. We also collected 
donations for the valuable work of the Children’s 
Society. 

Children (and adults!) enjoyed making decorations 
at the Christmas workshop in St Paul’s Hall. They 
painted Christmas baubles, made a wonderful 
paper tree with green paper and gems, and  
wrote their own prayers on stars. These were 
read out and put on a special white tree in the 
Sunday service. 

It was pouring with rain for the Animal Nativity in  
St Paul’s car park! At 10 am, when it was meant to 
start, only the farm and its actors, Peter Seal and  
I were there. But wonderfully, the sun came out, 
and by 10.20 many families had arrived. We had a 
lovely narration of the Christmas story with the 
animals led around, the children dressed up, and 
we sang some carols. The rain stayed off until we 
went into the hall for hot chocolate and Christmas 
activities. 

We held our Christmas Eve Nativity in Winchester 
University dining hall – a beautiful, spacious setting 
for the drama. Our thanks go to Revd Liz Stuart 
(First Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the university) for 
arranging this for us, and huge thanks to the staff 
there who prepared the hall and stayed late at 
work to welcome us. Bill Lucas, as Shepherd 
William, led us through the story, the band 
accompanied, and many children were involved. 
Costumes were kindly provided by Vera Edwards 
and Sandra Lewis, and a good team of people 
helped children on with their outfits. 

Many children came to our Christmas Day service, 
bringing the toys they had got from Santa. They 
helped with the talk using the woollen nativity dolls 
knitted by Vera Edwards and others. There was 
great excitement and people went home quickly 
afterwards for the festivities. 

New Year began with Family Communion 
celebrating the Epiphany, the coming of the magi 
to see Jesus. The children were involved in many 
aspects of the service, processing with candles, 
doing the reading, saying prayers, playing musical 
instruments and being part of the talk. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We now continue with our normal Sunday morning 
groups and are pleased to welcome back our 
children’s assistant, Imogen Cook, and our youth 
assistant, Aaron Burrows. On the first Sunday 
Imogen helped the children make plasticine models 
to do with the baptism of Christ, which they really 
enjoyed. Christopher Seaman led the older groups, 
setting them a quiz based on familiar verses from 
the Bible and asking them to fill in the missing 
words. We then discussed what these verses meant 
to us as Christians. Here they are, below. The young 
people did well; how will you do? (Answers, p. 4.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul’s @ 4 continues every third Sunday 
afternoon. For the first one in January we had just a 
small number attending; do join us for the next one 
on 16 February. 

Mary Copping 

Coming up 

Sun 16 Feb, 4 pm 
Parish rooms 
St Paul’s @ 4 family service, 
‘The Parable of the Sower’, 
with tea afterwards 

Sat 1 Feb, all day 
Western School 
‘Lion King’ musical 
workshop and 
performance 

1 God is ……… than our hearts (1 John 3: 20) 
2 Nothing can ……… us from the love of God 

(Romans 8: 39) 
3 ‘And remember, I am with you ………’ (Matthew 

28: 20) 
4 If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is 

……… (1 Corinthians 15: 17) 
5 There is a friend who sticks closer than a ……… 

(Proverbs 18: 24) 
6 Jesus said ‘I am the ……… of the world’ (John 8: 12) 
7 ‘I stand at the door and ………’ (Revelation 3: 20) 
8 Jesus said ‘You are the ……… of the earth’ 

(Matthew 5: 13) 
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Space in the City 
The New Year series of talks, The problem of sin: 
our fault or our circumstances? is being given by 
Canon Angela Tilby at the United Church on 
Wednesdays 29 January and 5 and 12 February, 
12.30–1 pm (no entrance charge). 

The Christian tradition has a lot to say about sin. 
It is a stain on our souls, a debt that we cannot 
repay, a virus that infects every human being. It 
calls out for a remedy which, the Church teaches, 
God has provided by sending Jesus to carry the 
weight of our sins and offer himself as a sacrifice on 
our behalf. 

Powerful though this language is, many 
contemporary Christians and many outside the 
Church find it virtually incomprehensible. We just 
don’t feel that bad about ourselves and wonder if 
we need to. Yet at the same time we are aware 
that there is much wrong with the world, and 
wonder whether the Christian tradition can shed 
light on contemporary issues such as injustice, 
inequality and environmental degradation. 

These three talks explore ‘the trouble with sin’ in 
the light of contemporary Bible study and 
humanistic psychology. 

Talk titles are: 
29 January  ‘What’s wrong with us?’ 
5 February  ‘Sin or lack of self-esteem’ 
12 January  ‘Structural sin and private despair’ 

Book review 
The public intellectual Francis 
Fukuyama of Stanford University 
has been writing about global 
issues for many years and in  
his latest book, Identity: 
Contemporary Identity Politics 
and the Struggle for Recognition, 
he traces the idea of identity  
from Plato, through Locke and 
Rousseau, to feminism and 

modern gender politics. He draws on this history to 
deliver a sharp warning: unless we forge a universal 
understanding of human dignity, we are doomed  
to endure continual conflict. Many agree that  
the demands of identity are defining world  
politics today. 

Anti-immigrant populism, the upsurge of political 
Islam, the fractious environment in many of our 
towns and cities and the re-emergence of white 
nationalism – all these are rooted in the challenges 
facing our shared humanity. Our time seems to be 
marked by what he calls ‘restrictive recognition’ 
based on nation, religion, sect race or ethnicity. 

Yet Fukuyama also says, ‘We need to remember 
that the identities dwelling deep inside us are 
neither fixed nor necessarily given to us by our 
accidents of birth. Identity can be used to divide, 
but it can and has also been used to integrate. That 
in the end will be the remedy for the popular 
politics of the present.’ 

Peter Millar 

  
A beggar woman 

A busy city centre, vibrant with life, packed with crowds milling around Christmas 
market stalls, their dancing lights keeping the surrounding dark night at bay. 

A few steps away, in the gloom, a woman – evidently of another nationality – 
lying under a cheap sleeping bag on the pavement, fast wetting with persistent 
drizzle. Begging. 

Two women pass by, casting questioning glances; the one speaking to the other. 
Two paces on she stops, turns, walks back, taking coins from her purse. Gives 
them to the beggar woman, getting profuse thanks. 

Walking on, she says quietly to her companion, ‘You never know what to do, 
really, do you?’ I, overhearing, speak quietly too: ‘You did a kind thing.’ She looks 
at me, and says again, ‘You never know what’s best, do you?’ ‘No, but what you 
did was kind.’ And we walk on, different ways. 

My thought is this. She was moved by compassion, from the kindness of her 
heart. Her head advised caution: ‘You never know’. But her heart overruled the 
cautious thought, and so she acted in compassion. And she was blessed in the 
doing. My few words affirmed the act and the blessing. Even if she did not know 
what a blessing might be, still she was touched by God’s spirit tonight; and 
responded; and was blessed. 

A pilgrim on a journey 
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From our elected representatives 
Focus on health and school funding 

It is fair to say that the past few months have been 
busier than usual for me. A not entirely unexpected 
general election combined with a (very 
unexpected) family crisis tested my faith to its core. 

12 December 2019 saw me re-elected for a fourth 
time – thank you – but just four days later my 
father passed away after a frighteningly short 
illness. Losing a parent is always difficult, but to 
lose both is to find yourself somehow at the end of 
the line. I’ve never been surrounded by more 
family, friends and constituents; but right now 
remains a strange place to be. Thank you for your 
kind messages and prayers; I felt them all. 

The start of a new parliament is a time for MPs to 
re-focus and re-energise. I plan to continue my 
relentless focus on the NHS, and will be working 
closely with the service locally as we look towards 
the rebuilding of the Royal Hampshire County 
Hospital and securing safe and sustainable services 
in Winchester for the long term. Nationally, I want 
to work with my successors at the Department of 
Health on the prevention agenda I did much to 
craft when Public Health Minister: tackling the 
dangerous hoodoo around immunisations, facing 
the obesity crisis and making good our pledges on 

the early detection of cancer, to name but  
three areas. 

Elsewhere, I am determined to keep up the 
pressure on my school-funding campaign, working 
with the f40 group of similarly affected counties. 
The focus will now turn to helping teachers with 
the significant challenge they face around high-
needs provision. I am also committed to shining  
a bright light on the funding time bomb sitting 
underneath early years’ provision. I have lots  
of constituency examples to put in front of  
senior ministers. 

Finally, I will be pushing ministers to live up to 
every one of their green pledges, and I will be using 
every ounce of my experience to ensure our voice 
is really heard in Westminster around the future of 
the railways. I have already told the Transport 
Secretary that we have run out of patience with 
South Western Railway and I will be calling for a 
franchise review at every opportunity the 
Commons affords me. We clearly cannot carry on 
like this, and it’s about much, much more than an 
industrial dispute that has obviously long outlived 
its welcome. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 

Climate emergency is top priority in new Council Plan 
It always comes as a complete surprise that, just in 
the blink of an eye, Christmas is over and we are 
already well into the New Year! Looking back, 
December was a strange month for us as many 
council meetings were postponed 
or cancelled due to the general 
election. It meant that January was 
very busy. 

We are now once more heading 
into the budget-setting process 
where decisions are taken on what 
the Council’s priorities will be for the coming year 
and where it will spend its money. The budget is 
very much linked to the Council Plan, which sets 
out the overarching ambitions and direction that 
the Council will take over the next five years. We 
have been busy writing up a new plan to replace 
the old one, which has now expired. And by the 
time you read this, it will have been adopted by 
Council. The new plan is based on five priorities: 

the climate emergency, building the right type of 
homes in the right places, creating a vibrant local 
economy, helping to ensure our residents lead 
healthier lifestyles and, last but not least, ensuring 

that we provide really high-quality, 
cost-effective and reliable services. 

We were pleased to see, from the 
consultation responses on these 
priorities, that local residents and 
organisations agree with them. In 
particular, you told us that tackling 

the climate emergency is a top priority and, as a 
result, everything we do will be through the lens of 
the climate emergency. 

Do let us know if you have any comments to make 
or feel that we can be of help. Happy New Year! 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul   

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to  
Ursula Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  

(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 855348, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
Ring Harry 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 
Cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister 
(LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden, St 
M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

 
 

Contact us 

God matters. God’s world matters. We matter to God. 
David Jenkins, former Bishop of Durham 


