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Current situation 
 

On 17 March, the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York called for Church of England churches to put 
public worship on hold until further notice to help 
stem the spread of coronavirus. But in their joint 
letter, Archbishops Justin Welby and John Sentamu 
said that, far from shutting up shop, the Church of 
England will face the challenge by continuing to be 
rooted in prayer and serving others. 

Whilst we cannot meet together at present, there 
will be fresh worship material on the parish website 
each week at www.stmatthewstpaul.org.                

Do download the welcome sheet to access the 
order of service and readings. Or if you would like 
to have it emailed to you, please contact 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. We hope you will feel 
connected to other people and be able to worship 
God from wherever you are. 

Though many of us are having to self-isolate, we 
are joined together in love and prayer – that which 
is invisible has suddenly become hugely important. 
If you need help in any way, do please be in contact 
with any of us (see back page). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  Police non-urgent 101 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

How we should be during the 
coronavirus pandemic 

Thoughts from Rt Revd Olivia Graham, Bishop of Reading: 

 Calm: the opposite will lead us to do things which might 
impact seriously on others – like panic buying 

 Caring: those who self-isolate (those in high-risk groups, 
or who have been in contact with the virus) need to 
know we care about them. Phone calls, messages, 
letters, cards, food left on the doorstep are all signs that 
we care 

 Considerate: let’s look out for one another and act 
collectively to prevent the spread. It isn’t just about me, 
it’s about us 

 And of course, Christ-like: let’s live hopefully, love 
generously and pray earnestly – and let’s bless each 
other by the way we behave 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs; this month 
they are by Mary Copping, Tara Copping, Victoria McCabe, 
Denise McKenzie, Glenn Obstancias, Katy Palacio, Ursula 
Payne, Chris Sharp, Susan Simpson, Mollie Stannard and 
Martin West. 
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From the rector 
 

 Sunday services at www.stmatthewstpaul.org: 
April Bible readings 
5 Apr 
12 Apr 
19 Apr 
26 Apr 

Isaiah 50: 4–9a; Philippians 2: 5–11; Matthew 26: 14–27: 66 [p. 110] 
Acts 10: 34–43; John 20: 1–18 [p. 164] 
Acts 2: 14a, 22–32; John 20: 19–31 [p. 169] 
Acts 2: 14a, 36–41; Luke 24: 13–35 [p. 173] 

Dear friends, 

Just another Monday morning and with beautiful spring sunshine. Yes, that remains true and yet 
the world has changed. So much has shifted in the last few weeks. No wonder we’re still in some 
ways in a state of shock. 

I find myself thinking about what I believe about God. Nothing has really changed, but there’s a 
sharper focus. These thoughts are really the stuff of a face-to-face discussion but that’s not 
possible; so here goes. 

God is as much God today as he ever has been. God (beyond gender, so I avoid using ‘he’) is,  
I believe, the initial Creator of everything. In that act of creation he set the world free to evolve 
through all the mysteries of what we call science. Part of that freeing was to enable for us human 
beings what is probably our most precious gift, and certainly our defining attribute: we too are  
free. This freedom has the potential for all that is both most wonderful and truly terrible. Our 
understanding of God is likely to come to the appreciation that this means God does not control us, 
and nor does he control world events. In my experience God is rarely one who intervenes. Except, 
that is, through us. We can do things; we can work to change the world; we can act to help resolve 
the terrible effects of Covid-19. 

The words of the prayer of Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) spring to mind: 

Christ has no body now but ours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but ours, 
Ours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Ours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Ours are the hands with which he blesses all the world. 
Ours are the hands, ours are the feet, 
Ours are the eyes, we are his body. 
Christ has no body now but ours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but ours, 
Ours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but ours. 

Minimising social contact, and for many self-isolation, challenge the way we normally respond to 
human need. The impulse to hold someone’s hand or put an arm around has to be avoided. 

There are many things we can still do, including phone calls and emails. The weekly welcome sheet 
is available as a download on the website homepage. You’re invited to light a candle in your front 
window each Sunday at 8 pm (see p. 5). Lots of caring work is going on in the community to ensure 
that no one is without food or medicine. It’s been good to link with Mutual Aid; our thanks to them 
and folk from our own parish who have delivered a letter offering support to every home (see p. 4). 

Let’s resolve to try and live out St Teresa’s prayer and to stay in touch with one another, thereby 
strengthening each other by love and prayer. 

God bless, 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again when 
services restart. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Cheryl Barkwill, Caroline Behan, 

Christopher Browne, William 
Buncombe, Johnny Burt, Vera 
Edwards, baby Emily, Bob Harland, 
Julia Jones, Phillippa Lerclercq, 
Louisa (22 months), Louise, Kate 
Morgan, Pat Robinson, Jane Seal, 
Tony Silcox, Philip Surrage, Brett 
Tribe, Patricia Watts, Vera 
Willnecker and David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including John Bidmead, Emrys 
Davies, Dorothy Dennis, Nicholas 
Dibley, Bernard Lancaster, Ron 
Owen, Hugh Peskett and Robert 
Turtle. 

 

 

 

 
Lent charity Christian Climate Action (CCA) is a 
community of Christians supporting each other to 
take meaningful action in the face of imminent and 
catastrophic human-induced climate breakdown, 
inspired by Jesus Christ and social justice 
movements of the past. The parish is supporting 
CCA this Lent and is inviting cheque donations 
(made out to Christian Climate Action, with  
Gift Aid details attached), direct giving at 
https://christianclimateaction.org/donate/ or cash 
via the Lent boxes, for us to forward to them in  
due course. 
 
Basics Bank  You will probably be aware that many 
people are going to be in acute financial difficulties 
as a result of the coronavirus outbreak. This will 
result in a huge need for food banks. At the same 
time people shopping online have no obvious way 
to contribute as they do in store. You are invited to 
give online at https://winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk. 
 
NHS volunteer responders  The NHS is seeking 
volunteers aged 18 or over who are fit and well, 
with no symptoms. People in higher-risk groups 
(including those over 70 and those who are 
pregnant or with underlying medical conditions) 
can offer support by telephone. There are four 
ways to help: as Community Response volunteer, 
as Patient Transport volunteer, as NHS Transport 
volunteer and as Check-in and Chat volunteer.  
To offer help, please go to 
https://tinyurl.com/rvvf3mt. 
 
Mutual aid  If you would like to volunteer locally to 
help people isolated by Covid-19, here are links to 
follow: https://covidmutualaid.org/get-involved/, 
https://www.facebook.com/CovidAidUK. 
 
Helping hands  Bruce White, Community 
Development Officer, writes: It would appear that 
during this time of uncertainty and concern there

are various informal groups being formed as a  
local response to the coronavirus crisis in the 
Winchester area. This is heart-warming and needs 
to be applauded. So, if you have established an  
ad hoc group of volunteers to help deal with the 
loneliness and isolation, for example, thank you 
and well done. Could we ask you to let us know 
about your local response, with contact details  
and why your group has formed? This is so that 
Community First can have a record of who’s  
doing what and so that we can support you  
in your efforts. Please send information to 
bruce.white@cfirst.org.uk, 07384 115320. 
 
PE workout for children (and adults?)  Mary 
Copping writes: Joe Wicks presents a workout live 
on YouTube every weekday, 9–9.30 am (you can 
also access it later if you miss it). He’s going to do 
this every weekday while schools are closed. It’s a 
wonderful start to the day (I can vouch for that!), 
and will keep children (and us adults) healthy  
and fit while we are confined to our homes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rz0go1pTda8 
 
Christian Aid Week will be with 
us next month – a lovely and 
rewarding time of year when we 
learn more about the needs of a 
particular group of people in 
need in the developing world and find practical 
ways of helping them. This year the emphasis is on 
Kenya, where millions of people are struggling to 
survive the drought caused by climate change, and 
lives could be transformed by the building of dams. 
Clearly this year’s Christian Aid Week faces 
unprecedented challenges because of Covid-19, 
with house-to-house collections out of the 
question. Please start to consider what gift you 
could put aside for Christian Aid Week, and  
next month’s magazine will give full details of  
how to donate. 

  

Notices 

Family feedback 
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A candle in the window 
Reflection by Peter Millar, former warden of Iona Abbey 

In many countries and cultures, local 
communities place a lighted candle in the 
windows of their homes in times of trouble, 
fear or sorrow. Each one of us (many in 
self-isolation around the world) can offer a 
candle of hope in our own way as we face 
up to viruses and other massive global 

problems. I am self-isolated here in Edinburgh, yet 
we are all strongly connected in our hearts: in our 
faith and doubts: in our fears and hopes: in our 
concerns about others. Even if far apart, we walk 
together on the good earth in rain or shine. 

*** ‘And the people stayed home. And read books, 
and listened, and rested, and exercised and made 
art, and played games, and learned new ways of 
being and were still. And listened more deeply. 
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shadows. And the people began to 
think differently. And the people healed. And in the 
absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, 
mindless and heartless ways, the earth began to 
heal. 

‘And when the danger passed, and the people 
joined together again, they grieved their losses, 
and made new choices, and dreamed new images, 
and created new ways to live and heal the earth 
fully, as they had been healed.’ 
Kitty O’Meara (retired Irish American teacher in 
Madison, Wisconsin, posted on Facebook) 

*** ‘God help us to change. To change ourselves 
and to change our world. To know the need for it. 
To deal with the pain of it. To feel the joy of it. To 
undertake the journey without understanding the 
destination. The art of gentle revolution. Amen.’  
Michael Leunig, When I talk to you: a cartoonist 
talks to God (Andrews McMeel Publishing, 2006) 

*** ‘I am thankful today for the privilege of being a 
small, frail, faulted, but integral part of the magic of 
life on earth.’  
Anon 

Prayer 
God of ancient calm,  
let your peace still us 
and your light illumine us. 
God of the flowing rivers,  
may we discover anew your flowing spirit. 
God of the lonely plains,  
touch these empty places within us 
where we are vulnerable enough to meet you 
and where we discover a new understanding  
of ourselves and the world.  
Peter Millar 

Books for the journey 
Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ 
Anthony de Mello, Seek God Everywhere 
Mark Oakley, My Sour-Sweet Days: George Herbert 
and the Journey of the Soul 
Esther de Waal, Seeking God 

Hints for helping elderly/disabled people 
Useful for when we are able to meet people face-to-face again 

Having made many mistakes in trying to help when 
I was younger and able-bodied, I thought some 
people might benefit from advice. (Of course I 
don’t mean YOU, as you already know!!) 

One of my problems, shared by others, I know, is 
tricky balance and a fear of falling. So: 

1 If approaching me from behind, please identify 
yourself (there is danger if I turn to find out 
who it is). 

2 Don’t touch me, but do ask if you can help. 
(Please don’t be offended if I say ‘no’.) 

3 It is always best to ask how you can help, rather 
than assuming you know what to do. We are all 
different, for example I can bend well to the 
floor from standing if I have something firm to 
hold, but I need help sometimes getting up 
from a chair. Others are the opposite. 

4 If talking to other people on the pavement or 
looking in a shop window or checking a bus 

time board, please don’t just step backwards – 
we may be about to walk behind you. 

5 If you see someone struggling through a door, 
don’t grab the door, as they may be using it to 
balance themselves, but do ask how you can 
help. This is also important for those getting 
out of a car. 

6 If you are helping someone to sit at a table, 
please don’t push them in too far – or at least 
ask if the distance is right; I have been left with 
the table sticking into me! It’s difficult to pull 
the chair out again (impossible for me), so it’s 
wiser to do it a little at a time. If you have 
pushed someone in, please remember that 
they may need help getting out. 

I hope you won’t be offended by these tips. 
Remember, I have made all these mistakes in the 
past, through ignorance. Maybe others would like 
to add other helpful tips next month? (Send to 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org.) 

Janet Bird 
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Holy Week 
Some thoughts about Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday 

while our churches are closed (services online at www.stmatthewstpaul.org) 

  

A celebratory meal 
On Maundy Thursday we celebrate a festal Eucharist, 
a celebration of the institution of Holy Communion at 
the Last Supper. Jesus was gathered with his disciples: 
they shared a meal, as was the custom, and then Jesus 
took bread and wine and blessed them. He said the 
words, ‘This is my body, this is my blood’, and they 
shared the blessed bread and wine. And so began the 
‘drama’ that is known by Christians under various 
names: the Last Supper, Holy Communion, the 
Eucharist, Mass. 

Within this festal meal the themes of love and service 
are stressed, as the gospel suggests, demonstrated  
in the washing of feet. The word ‘Maundy’ is  
derived from the Latin mandatum novum, ‘a new 
commandment’. In these days of Covid-19 we are 
frustrated that we cannot physically be with people  
in their need; we’re challenged to find new ways  
of caring. Yet some remarkably good things are 
happening, both through community action and use  
of the phone and internet. 

At the conclusion of our worship the mood changes as 
we move from Upper Room to Gethsemane – from 
light to darkness, from celebration to the agony of 
prayer, betrayal, arrest and trial. This year we have 
sought to encapsulate the usual drama of stripping 
the altar and dimming the lights by singing the Taizé 
song ‘Stay here with me’. In these Covid-19 days we 
are living with the uncomfortable challenge of having 
to be patient and stay with the ongoing isolation 
needed to protect and save not only our own lives, 
but those of others.  

Prayers 

Father God, 
on this, the night Jesus was betrayed, 
your Son Jesus Christ washed his 
disciples’ feet. 
We commit ourselves to follow his 
example of love and service. 
 
Lord, hear us 
and humble us. 
 
Father God, 
on this night, Jesus prayed for his 
disciples to be one. 
We pray for the unity of your Church, 
and especially for all our sister and 
brother Christians, wherever they 
may be. 
 
Lord, hear us 
and unite us. 
 
Father God, 
on this night, Jesus prayed for those 
who were to believe his message.  
We pray for the mission of your 
worldwide Church, especially at this 
challenging and uncertain time. 
 
Lord, hear us 
and renew our zeal. 
 
Father God, 
on this night, Jesus commanded his 
disciples to love, but suffered 
rejection himself.  
We pray for the rejected and unloved; 
for the lonely and anxious; for all who 
suffer in body, mind or spirit from 
Covid-19. 
 
Lord, hear us 
and fill us with your love. 
 
Father God, 
on this night, Jesus reminded them 
that if the world hated them it hated 
him first.  
We pray for those who are 
persecuted for their faith. 
 
Lord, hear us 
and give us your peace.  
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The strangest and hardest of days 

Good Friday is the strangest and hardest of days at the best of times. This year it 
has an added poignancy. With shops closed, no one about and certainly no holiday 
mood, it’s as though Good Friday has gone back to what some will remember it 
being – an appropriately solemn day when normal activity stopped and people had 
the opportunity to pause and take stock. Good Friday was later so named because 
of what Jesus’ death led to, and continues to mean: that is, nothing less than the 
triumph by God over pain, suffering and death itself. 

In this year when Covid-19 is ravaging our world, we meet together at the foot of 
the cross with Mary, mother of Jesus; with John, the beloved disciple; and indeed 
with the two thieves who died either side of our Lord. We remember that Jesus 
died outside the city of Jerusalem at Golgotha, the place of the skull, which was the 
city’s rubbish tip. 

Together we tread that narrow path which embraces the reality of pain and 
suffering without wallowing in it – that narrow path which looks ahead to the 
garden of the resurrection which is free of pain and suffering, and filled with hope 
and the promise of a new reality. 

Let us recall the words of Jesus spoken from  
the cross:  

Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do. 
We thank you that Jesus did as he told others to 
do, and forgave those who wronged him. Help 
us, Lord, to forgive. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you 

Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise. 
We thank you that Jesus gave reassurance to a 
man convinced he deserved to die. Give us the 
same assurance that whatever we have done, 
nothing can separate us from your love. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you. 

Woman, behold thy Son. Behold, thy mother. 
We thank you, Father, that Jesus thought of 
others, even when dying. Deliver us from self-
pity, from brooding on our own wrongs and 
misfortunes. Help us to be like Christ, mediating 
your love. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you. 

My, God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
We thank you, Father, that Jesus was so fully 
human, and no stranger to anguish and despair.  

A meditation on the words from the cross 

Help us also through the dark times, that we may 
emerge with faith strengthened. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you. 

I thirst. 
We thank you, Father, for the depth of Jesus’ 
humanity. Help us to answer the cry of the 
needy. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you 

It is finished. 
We thank you, Father, that Jesus died believing 
that he had done your will and accomplished 
your work. Help us to face life and death 
convinced of your loving purposes. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you. 

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 
We thank you, Father, that Jesus died trusting in 
you. May we know that Jesus has conquered 
death for us all. 

Lord, hear our prayer 
and let our cry come unto you. 

The cross is our salvation: the cross is our hope; 
the cross is our union with God; the cross is the 
victory won for us over sin and death. 

God forbid that we should glory,  
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Easter journey 

The powerful, tender, painful and challenging events of Easter link our lives to 
followers of Christ in every nation. We also journey to Easter with the millions who 
– through the centuries – have followed the path of Jesus. This is a rather amazing 
reality in the modern world, with its often bland options and empty promises. 

At Easter time we also walk in a quite specific way alongside those who suffer in the 
world: the countless victims of war, injustice and oppression, for it is through their 
lives that we understand more clearly the meaning of Christ’s coming to earth, of 
his ministry in a small corner of the Roman Empire, of his brutal death and of his 
rising to life. Without their companionship in our hearts, Easter becomes much less 
than it truly is in the mind of God. 

One thing is certain. As we reflect on the events of Easter we are propelled to 
encounter our world as it is, not as we may like it to be: a world full of 
contradiction, beauty, incredible pain – and all of it framed in uncertainty. 

Lasting hope 

On Easter Day, the ones who loved him dearly 
discovered in the early dawning that the tomb was 
empty. The stone at the entrance was no longer  
in place, and when she discovered this Mary 
Magdalene went running to Simon Peter. Her 
dramatic words flow down through the centuries, 
‘They have taken the Lord from the tomb and we 
don’t know where they have put him’. They did not 
know. Nor would we have known. But now we do, 
for Christ is risen, the tomb is empty and lasting 
hope is real. 

Prayer 

Lord of life,  
touch our lives with the hope and healing  
of the first Easter.  
May we know we carry your image  
deep within us.  
And as our journey goes on,  
may we live in the certainty  
that we are befriended by you  
and empowered by your Spirit,  
as with all your people we affirm  
your goodness at the heart of humanity – 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 
Amen. 

With grateful acknowledgement to Peter Millar for the 
words on this page. 
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‘For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters’ 
Jeremiah 17: 8 

Trees that brave storms are not propagated in  
hot-houses! 

The staunchest tree is not found in the shelter of 
the forest, but out in the open where the winds 
from every quarter beat upon it, and bend and 
twist it until it becomes a giant in stature. 

It requires storms to produce the rooting. 

Out in the meadow it stands to shelter the herds 
and flocks. The earth about the tree hardens. The 
rains do little good for the water runs off. 

But the terrific storm strikes. It twists, turns, 
wrenches and at times all but tears it out of its 
place. If the tree could speak it might bitterly 
complain. Should nature listen and cease the storm 
process? 

The storm almost bends the tree double. It is wrath 
now. What can such seeming cruelty mean? Is that 
love? But wait! 

About the tree the soil is all loosened. Great cracks 
are opened up away down into the ground. Deep 
wounds they might appear to the inexperienced. 
The rain now comes in with its gentle ministry. The 
wounds fill up. The moisture reaches away down 
deep even to the utmost root. The sun again 
shines. New and vigorous life bursts forth. The 
roots go deeper and deeper. The branches shoot 
forth. Now and again one hears something snap 
and crack like a pistol: it is getting too big for its 
clothes! It is growing into a giant! It is rooting! 

This is the tree from which the mechanic wants his 
tools made – the tree which the wagon-maker 
seeks. 

When you see a spiritual giant, think of the road 
over which he has travelled – not the sunny lane 
where wildflowers ever bloom, but a steep, rocky, 
narrow pathway where the blasts of hell will  
almost blow you off your feet, where the sharp 
rocks cut the feet, where the projecting thorns 
scratch the brow, and the venomous serpents hiss 
on every side.  

The Lord provides deep roots when there are to be 
wide-spreading branches. 

God of the gallant trees 
give to us fortitude: 

give as thou givest to these 
valorous hardihood. 

We are the trees of thy planting, O God, 
we are the trees of thy wood. 

Now let the life-sap run 
clean through our every vein. 

Perfect what thou hast begun, 
God of the sun and rain. 

Thou who dost measure the weight of wind, 
fit us for stress and strain! 

Amy Wilson Carmichael 

From Mrs Charles E. Cowman, Springs in the Valley 
(Cowman Publications, 1950) 
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Apocalypse now? 
A personal perspective 

 
Climate change has been eclipsed in our 
consciousness by an equally serious, but much 
more immediate, force of destruction, and this one 
we cannot ignore. Each week I have been seeing a 
lady with just a handful of years before she reaches 
her century and, every week, she says the same 
thing – that it would do people good to go back to 
how it was in her day. My reply has always been:  
it would take a global disaster. I was thinking of 
nuclear war. What she means is that people have 
too much, don’t appreciate it and have developed  
a sense of entitlement leading to selfishness, 
acquisitive greed and loss of respect for  
one another. 

I do not think we can blame 
anyone because we are all a 
product of the decade into which 
we are born. She was born in  
the 1920s. She lived in the 
countryside where there was  
no mains water supply and the 
family had to visit the bottom  
of the garden to use the earth 
toilet. They grew their own fruit 
and vegetables and walked 
everywhere. 

I was born in the 1940s during 
the Second World War. There 
were shortages of almost everything, and food was 
rationed. It was rare to see an overweight child in 
our school. My mother had to use our rations with 
ingenuity to make them last the week. We had no 
car. We were satisfied with very little because we 
knew no better. 

My daughters were born in the 1960s and, 
although we had our own house and a company 

car, we had no disposable income. Like most other 
young people we could not afford cans of Coca 
Cola, takeaways, meals out or foreign holidays. My 
parents gave us their old black and white television, 
but by the time the girls were teenagers they were 
able to have Sony Walkmans! 

By the 1990s when my grandchildren were born, 
life had changed and people had spare money in 
their pockets. Often this was due to mothers going 
to work. Technology was taking huge strides which 
would lead to so many benefits, but complex 
problems too. This is my perspective; others will 
have different views. Society at home and abroad 
remains unequal, but that is another issue. 

So, what is my point? I look  
back to childhood days to  
the abundance of bees and 
butterflies, birdsong, elm trees 
and wildflower meadows, to 
name a few things. Where has 
the abundance gone? This is not 
nostalgia but hard fact. Think of 
Silent Spring, Rachel Carson’s 
1962 wake-up message 
describing the delicate balance  
of nature and how it was  
being destroyed. This book is 
considered to be the birth of the 

grassroots environmental movement. In 1969 
Apollo 11 landed men on the moon and we were 
able to see our beautiful blue planet all alone in 
space. In the 1970s and 80s James Lovelock’s Gaia 
hypothesis claimed that the Earth functions as a 
self-regulating, complex, interacting system like a  
single organism, and we were interfering with it at 
our peril. 

I am back to where I started with climate 
change. Probably everyone watched the 2019 
documentary by Sir David Attenborough and 
Greta Thunberg’s pleas to humankind to 
acknowledge the global destruction we have 
wrought in so short a time. The latest young 
generation may seem the most fortunate 
materially, benefitting from the irresistible 
march of progress, but they are the least 
fortunate in having the task of halting the 
impending apocalypse. Will Covid-19 be  
the terrible catalyst to force us to change 
direction? 

Norma Goodwin, Environmental Officer 
norma.goodwin@btinternet.com 

Readers are invited to send short pieces or 
letters of response and to say how they are 
coping with the current situation. 
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Lockdown 
Yes, there is fear. 

Yes, there is isolation. 
Yes, there is panic buying. 

Yes, there is sickness. 
Yes, there is even death. 

But, 
they say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 

you can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 

the sky is no longer thick with fumes 
but blue and grey and clear. 

They say that in the streets of Assisi 
people are singing to each other 

across the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them. 

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 
is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 

Today a young woman I know 
is busy spreading fliers with her number 

through the neighbourhood 
so that the elders may have someone to call on. 

Today churches, synagogues, mosques and temples 
are preparing to welcome 

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary. 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting. 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way. 

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality. 
To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 

To Love. 

So we pray and we remember that 
yes there is fear. 

But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation. 

But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there is panic buying. 

But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness. 

But there does not have to be disease of the soul. 
Yes there is even death. 

But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 
the birds are singing again, 

the sky is clearing, 
spring is coming, 

and we are always encompassed by Love. 

Open the windows of your soul 
and though you may not be able 

to touch across the empty square, 
sing. 

Father Richard Hendrick, Ireland, 13 March 2020 
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Looking back over 
the past year 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Young people’s groups continued to run well at 
Western School until we had to stop meeting in 
mid-March. We said a sad goodbye to our youth 
assistant Aaron Burrows but were able to express 
our gratitude for all he contributed (see p. 13). 
After he left, our former assistant Olli Wilson-Smith 
and Christopher Seaman kindly led the older 
groups. One Sunday they looked at the story of 
Nicodemus going to see Jesus by night, as he was a 
Jewish leader and didn’t want anyone to know. Olli 
and the young people discussed whether they are 
able to talk about their Christian faith with others 
and agreed that, often, it is difficult and they can be 
teased. We’re pleased that Olli is happy to lead the 
Transition group occasionally. 

Children’s groups were led by our assistant Imogen 
Cook with a strong team of volunteer helpers. Her 
plan had been to leave us in March to go to Japan 
for three months, coming back to us on her return. 
We thank Imogen for all the good work that she 
has done with our children; they have enjoyed their 
sessions with her. 

Scramblers (pre-school age)  One Sunday Emma 
Steadman spoke to the children about Lent, 
thinking about temptations and what things they 
like that they could give up. Emma asked whether 
they would be happy to give up broccoli or sprouts 
– to which most said yes, though one child piped 
up, ‘I love broccoli’! 

St Paul’s @ 4  The March family service focused on 
the story of the Prodigal Son, talking about how 
much God loves each one of us. 

Lion King social  Many of the singers and dancers 
who had taken part in the show came to have pizza 
whilst watching a video of it (see p. 13). Afterwards 
they played table tennis and football and did craft 
activities. Some of the parents said that their 
children had made new friends through the 
workshop and show. Other comments: 

She liked it a lot – loved it. There were amazing 
ideas ... the circle of life. 

Thank you so much for the amazing Lion King day! 
She had so much fun and made lots of new friends. 

Thanks for a great day on Saturday. 

They had a lovely day and evening, so thank you so 
much! He got a lot out of having a main part and 
felt a real sense of achievement. 

We plan to hold another social in October/ 
November for all those who have been in recent 
shows, and perhaps by then we will have decided 
what the next show in February 2021 will be and 
could let the children know. 

Confirmation  We are planning a Confirmation 
service in October/November led by Rt Revd David 

Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke. Five of the young 
people are keen to explore Confirmation further, 
and others may want to be confirmed. We’ll have 
six preparation sessions looking at different aspects 
of our Christian faith. The Confirmation service will 
be for adults as well as young people; please let  
me know of any who may be interested: 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org, 07921 886016. 

‘God moves in a mysterious way’ 
Many years ago I attended the College of Sarum  
St Michael for three years to train as a teacher  
and got a Certificate in Education, which was sent 
through the post. 

A few weeks ago I was having lunch at the 
university after the midweek Eucharist, and Liz 
Stuart happened to say that she liked Salisbury 
Cathedral. I mentioned that I’d been to college 
there. Liz then asked if I knew that Winchester 
University were giving honorary degrees to all 
who’d attended my college. I didn’t know, and Liz 
advised me to contact the university. 

Ringing that afternoon, the response I got was, ‘As 
the ceremony is only just over a week away it is not 
possible for you to be included as a participant’ 
(the closing date had been 29 Nov). They would, 
however, put my degree in the post and I could 
have two tickets for the ceremony at Salisbury 
Cathedral on 2 March. I thanked them and let  
Liz know what they had said. The next morning I 
received an email from the organiser: ‘I understand 
Liz is keen that we let you take part in the actual 
graduation ceremony bit’. They asked me to send a 
cheque for robes by the next day.  

My daughter Tara and I attended the ceremony, 
which was very moving. It was wonderful to be  
able to shake hands with Alan Titchmarsh and be 
presented with my degree. After the service we 
went to give back my robes and buy a hood. When  
I went to the person in charge he asked, ‘Are you 
Mary Copping?’ He beckoned my daughter across 
and they had a long conversation. Then Tara said, 
‘Come on mum, let’s go’. I protested that I wanted 
to buy a hood, but she insisted we went. I was 
mystified. Then the next Sunday, to my 
amazement, at the end of the 9.30 service I was 
presented by Liz with a hood, from the church. 
Such a wonderful and moving surprise, for which I 
am truly grateful to all. 

What was also amazing was that the date of the 
ceremony was my late husband Pete’s birthday, 
and we had actually met while I was at the college. 
So afterwards Tara and I were able to go and put 
flowers on Pete’s grave at the Poundbury Village 
cemetery near Dorchester. Thank you to all. 

Mary Copping BEd Hons!! 
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‘I believe that children are our future’ 
If you think the words of this song by Whitney 
Houston are true, then we at St Paul’s can rest 
assured that we are in good hands, if our young 
people have anything to do with our future. 

One Sunday I attended one of the groups for the 
older children. Mary Copping and the group leaders 
are always looking for ways to invigorate the 
sessions. I was there to talk about how groups 
work. The objective of my input was to enable the 
young people to be more engaged with the groups. 

I introduced what I was going to do. I talked about 
why the way we behave in groups is important and 
how it links with being a Christian. We discussed 
the roles we take in our families and how we 
transfer these to other groups. I then introduced 
the concept of a speaking ball (you need to be 
holding the ball to speak). All very sophisticated 
stuff, and they understood it well. 

I placed the ball in the middle of the table and 
invited the members of the group to introduce 
themselves. How I smiled when one member was 
straight in, picking the ball up and saying their 
name. After everyone had introduced themselves  
I invited them to answer some questions so they 
could practise the speaking-ball technique.  

My question: what is the worst thing about coming 
to church? 
Answers: having to get up early; sitting through 
boring stuff when I have homework to do; nothing 
really – it’s okay; sometimes I don’t understand 
what’s going on. 

My question: what is the best thing about coming 
to church? 
Answers: I can catch up with my friends who I don’t 

see at school; I think this church is full of really nice 
people; I have lots of friends here. 

These are just samples of the intelligent, honest 
and heart-warming conversations we had. We 
laughed when we forgot to pick up the ball ... and 
that included me! We discussed the different 
personalities in the group and how being quiet is  
as okay as being a chatterbox; however, we have  
to adjust ourselves just slightly for the good of 
others. We identified ways of being in a group  
that emulate Jesus. 
 Being a good listener 
 Giving people time to tell their stories 
 Being honest and courageous 
 Always being kind and respectful. 

I posed another question: what’s the difference 
between leaders and managers? 
Answer: well, managers look after a specific group 
for a specific reason, and they have to run the 
group with rules. Leaders are more about 
inspiration. (Yes! The perfect answer from one of 
our own young congregation. In organisations I 
know there are senior people who would not have 
answered so well.) 

My final question: what have you learned from this 
session, and what will you take away with you? 
Answers: the speaking ball works and gives 
everyone a chance; when there’s a structure  
like this we talk more openly; it’s just fairer; you 
learn more. 

So I leave you with two thoughts: (1) I hope that 
like me, you see great hope in our young people. 
(2) Shall we send a speaking ball to the House of 
Commons?              Sandra Lewis 

Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
As soon as we are able, the Friends 
hope to continue with a variety of talks 
and concerts. A number of events are 
in the planning stage. Maggie Lippiett 

will talk about her life in Weeke and India at St 
Matthew’s; this was scheduled for Thurs 4 June,  
7 pm, and perhaps will be able to go ahead then? 

We’re hoping to hold a garden party in the 
summer, another sponsored readathon in St 
Matthew’s on Sat 26 September, and two concerts 
at St Paul’s next year, with the Winchester College 
Quiristers singing on 20 March 2021 and the 
professional London-based Echo Choir performing 
on 12 June 2021. Echo is a by-product of Genesis 
16, a young singers’ training programme promoted 
by the Sixteen – the world-famous choir directed 
by Harry Christophers. One of Echo’s members has 
a personal link to the parish as the grandson of the 
Friends’ former Chairman, Geoffrey Burnaby. 

Any suggestions of speakers, 
performers and other events will be 
gratefully received by the committee 
via roberta@fabrock.plus.com. 

Readathon  The plan is for this to run 9 am–6 pm, 
with all the Psalms (in the Book of Common Prayer 
version) and the book of Isaiah (King James Bible) 
read by six people, each reading for 30 minutes 
three times. They will seek sponsorship from 
friends and acquaintances, but general sponsorship 
of the event will also be invited. We aim to 
establish the full team of six readers, with a 
reserve, before the end of July. To be considered  
to take part, please contact Geoffrey Burnaby, 
865432, birchmore1@talktalk.net. 

This event, as before, will be to raise funds in 
support of Building for Life. The readathons in 2015 
and 2018 each raised well over £1,000. 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Embrace the Middle East 

 
Information and updates from 
their website, edited and 
paraphrased 

Embrace the Middle East is a 
Christian charity with over 160 
years’ experience of helping 
people of all faiths and none  
to free themselves from a  
life of poverty and injustice. 
Together with local Christian 
communities they bring  
lasting change to the Middle 
East through healthcare, 
education and community 
development projects. 

Their vision: lives and communities in the Middle 
East transformed by the compassion of Christ. 

Their mission: to partner with Middle Eastern 
Christians as they bring healing and hope to all who 
face poverty and injustice. 

‘Faith in Action’ is their strategy, outlining how  
they build stronger relationships with Christian 
partners, expand into new countries, help more 
disadvantaged people, challenge poverty and 
injustice and inspire churches, volunteers and 
supporters to: 

 transform the lives of vulnerable and 
marginalised people across the Middle East, 
enabling them to live life in all its fullness 

 strengthen and encourage Middle Eastern 
Christians as they bring about positive change 
in their communities 

 challenge injustice, poverty and exclusion in  
the Middle East through targeted advocacy  
and campaigning. 

They have worked with and supported Christian 
communities doing life-changing work in the 
Balkans, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Syria and Turkey. Currently they support projects in 
Egypt, Israel, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine and Syria. 

Supporting children in school through bursaries  
Embrace provides bursaries for children at 17 
Christian schools in East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and Gaza – for example Karim, whose father died 
suddenly. He lives with his disabled mother and 
two sisters in one small room, sleeping on the floor. 
Karim says, ‘It is true, we are very poor, but we are 
happy together and can manage with whatever 
God provides!’ He loves science and maths. When 
speaking of the bursary he receives from Embrace 
he says, ‘I am lucky and sincerely hope they will 

continue helping me to start 
in school in the coming years’. 

Supporting women with 
education  In rural 
communities in Egypt women 
are seriously disadvantaged 
by a lack of education and 
employment opportunities. 
Embrace co-operates with 
organisations like Think & Do, 
who run Life Schools, helping 
women aged 15 upwards to 
develop skills in literacy, 
maths, health, hygiene and 
much more. Sara grew up 

illiterate, which left her with low self-esteem. After 
attending Life School against her husband’s wishes, 
he beat her for defying his orders. But thanks to 
Sara’s education, she saw that a business partner  
of her husband had been cheating him, and 
together they got recompense. Sara’s husband  
now gives her a lift to the Life School on the back  
of his motorbike. 

Supporting deaf children  
At Beirut’s Learning 
Centre for the Deaf, 
Embrace helps babies 
and young children in an 
Early Intervention 
Programme (EIP), giving 
them and their families 
advice and guidance as 
they navigate medical 
and educational 
decisions, as well as 
offering speech and 
language therapy. Six-
year-old Amin, who with his family fled Syria, had 
been struggling to communicate. The centre helped 
him find a school, bought him the right kind of 
hearing aid for his specific disability and is helping 
his whole family learn how to communicate.  
Amin’s mother says, ‘He is attending school just like 
his siblings and other children his age. He loves 
communicating through sign language and we have 
hope that he will be able to finish his studies and 
find a career.’ 

Amin, Sara and Karim’s lives have been changed 
because of the work of Embrace’s partners, only 
made possible by supporters like you. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 
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Building for Life at St Paul’s 
Photos of recent progress, before construction paused for the lockdown 

  

Doorheads raised ready 
for new floor level 

Wiring and heating pipes 
for gallery and rooms below 

Oak-faced back panels 
on new curved wall 

Opening up vestry loft 
access for new staircase 

Scaffolding for redecoration and 
smoke alarm installation 

Window before creation 
of north doorway 

Support for 
the tracery 

New 
doorway 
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From our elected representatives 
Coronavirus and FlyBe collapse 

The period since half-term has been rather full-on 
as the true scale of the Covid-19 outbreak reveals 
itself. Clearly this is a fast-moving situation but you 
can expect to see/hear your MP, as the former 
Public Health Minister, on the media a fair bit and  
I will be supporting ministers so long as they 
maintain a staged, cool-headed response to 
whatever the virus brings next. 

Alongside fellow MPs from the area, I have also 
been dealing with the lead up to – and fall out since 
– the collapse of FlyBe. As I see it, the failure of the 
airline is awful news for Hampshire and, especially, 
for those who face an uncertain future with their 
jobs as a result. 

Other airlines picking up some of the routes are 
welcome; it’s worth noting that FlyBe were 
responsible for 95% of flights from Southampton. 
Speaking in the House of Commons as the news 
became known I said it was obvious there isn’t a 
queue of airlines wanting to take on the FlyBe 
routes but warned the company against blaming  
its failures solely on the coronavirus, which has 
plunged the industry into even further uncertainty. 

The basic case is, if FlyBe hadn’t ever existed, 
someone would have had to invent it because 
these routes cannot disappear entirely. Some of my 
constituents may not be ruing the quieter skies 
above, but we’ve come to rely on the convenience 
of a local airport. Local businesses were quick to 
tell me of their concerns. 

So I am challenging ministers to truly understand 
the FlyBe failure and to look at other parts of the 
world for help in protecting key short-haul regional 
travel. The model works brilliantly in the United 
States where regional airlines, often flying as 
franchises of the larger carriers, are large successful 
businesses; but FlyBe clearly couldn’t make it  
work this side of the pond. The government need 
to consider why this is the case and consider, 
realistically, what it is prepared to do – what this 
government can do – to change that, given the 
importance we rightly place on regional 
connectivity. 

The Department for Transport’s promised review 
into regional air connectivity has just become more 
important than ever, and you can rest assured I will 
be deeply involved and be working closely with 
Southampton Airport as a major employer in this 
area – directly and via the supply chain. 

I am also mindful of the environmental aspects 
here and passionately believe it is for the industry, 
especially the short-haul regional players, to show 
the public the work they are doing on sustainable 
fuels and electric aircraft. If you’re interested in this 
and want to learn more, I would recommend 
www.sustainableaviation.co.uk. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 
10 March 

Carbon reduction and spring bulbs 
We are living in uncertain times but do hope you all 
keep well. 

The May elections have been cancelled but as 
councillors we will continue the work of the Council 
as best we can. We have been busy, having 
declared support for the Climate Emergency,  
on developing proposals to ensure that  
at a local level we can deliver on our 
commitment to achieve a carbon-neutral 
Council by 2025, and District by 2030. 
Time creeps up, but progress is being 
made all the time. We have been working 
on a Carbon Reduction Action Plan while, amongst 
other things, planting more trees, arranging to 
instal electric vehicle charging points in public car 
parks and, since introducing doorstep glass 
collections, collecting 100 tonnes more glass for 
recycling every month. 

More locally, in this ward we have arranged for 
West End Terrace leaf-sweeping to be more 

effective by encouraging residents to remove their 
cars briefly so that the vehicles can sweep right  
up to the kerb; it has made a massive difference. 
Having proved the success of this approach we are 
now hopeful that similar arrangements will be 
made for other streets where leaf fall is significant, 

and a problem. Please let us know of 
streets where this would be effective. 

And while thinking of the streets, the 
pavement at the junction of Step Terrace 
and Clifton Road has been reinstated, and 
the walling removed. 

On another positive note, spring seems to be well 
on its way and the bulbs planted by local people in 
Home Nursery Green are looking lovely. With the 
help of children from Tops Nursery, snowdrops 
have recently been added; hopefully it will be even 
better next year. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod, 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 18 March 
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An afterthought 
 
I think it would need a very special optimist to 
describe 2020 so far as looking promising, as we 
deal with storms with names, terrible flooding, the 
international conflicts that never seem to end and 
now coronavirus, which is affecting so many so 
much. Of course, for every crisis there are people 
who cope and care, but sometimes we need 
something unexpected to brighten the worst 
moments and make life seem good again, so I 
would like to share some of my recent ones with 
you. They concern a dog, a young man, an old man 
and a teenager.  

I met the dog, a perfect golden Labrador puppy, in 
Waitrose, and realised that he must be special to 
be allowed there. He was, and I learned that he is 
in the first six months of training before going on  
to another six of the professional serious course 
which, if all goes well, will qualify him as a guide 
dog. At that moment, 
however, he was just 
young and joyful, and 
ready to greet anyone 
and make their 
morning. 

Actually I learned 
about my ‘young’ man 
from his obituary. His 
name was Harry Gregg, 
and as a footballer for 
several teams and his 
Irish national one he 
was reputed to be one 
of the greatest of 
goalkeepers. My 
knowledge of football 
is limited, but like so 
many of my age, I do remember the Munich air 
disaster of 1958. As a 25-year-old Manchester 
United player he was there and managed to force 
his way out of the wreckage and was told to run for 
cover in case of an explosion. However, he ignored 
this and dived back into the burning debris to  
pull out seven of his fellow passengers. He was 
described then as the hero of Munich, and survived 
to live a long life with his family and the game  
he loved. 

Much older and now frail is Harry Billinge, pictured 
recently being honoured by the Queen, who spoke 
to him for some time. He landed in Normandy on 
D-Day and survived that day and the war, again to 
live a long life. However, he never forgot those who 
didn’t, and he devoted his life to raising money for 
a memorial to them. He succeeded, and became a 
familiar figure in his chair with his collecting boxes, 
sitting by the roadside, always cheerful and always 
saying when praised or recognised, ‘It’s not for me, 
it’s for them’. 

And finally my teenager, Jade, whose picture was 
shown on the television with her little brother 
Christian. Problems when he was born left him with 
cerebral palsy and the diagnosis that he would not 
be able to communicate. So Jade learned sign 
language, and taught him so that he could sign as 
well. They share signs and enjoy things like pop 

songs, and now she is 
campaigning for sign 
language to be taught 
in schools. All I will 
remember of those 
pictures, however, is a 
little boy roaring with 
laughter with his  
big sister. 

I am sure that 
elsewhere in this 
magazine much space 
will rightly be given to 
this most special time 
of the Christian year, 
and also to our world 
and its future. I have 
mentioned neither, but 

wrote instead a beautiful creature which will one 
day be the companion and ‘eyes’ of a blind person, 
a young man who went back into wreckage to help 
his friends, an old man who dedicated his life to 
making sure that his were not forgotten, and a girl 
who gave her little brother the gift of laughter. I did 
wonder even if anyone might ask what any of these 
actually had to do with Easter, but thinking of them 
all again my answer came easily – everything. 

Heather Riley 

  

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please email them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to  
Ursula Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  

(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 855348, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

  Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
Wednesday term-time classes at St Paul’s Church: 

Beginners:10-week courses in the parish rooms, 5pm (starting Jan, 
April & Sept annually) 

Beginner plus/intermediate:6-8 week courses in the hall 7.30pm 
Intermediate/advanced:6-8 week courses in the hall 6.15pm 

 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
Ring Harry 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 
Cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister 
(LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

 
 

Contact us 

A virus is infectious in ways that are unseen but real. 
I believe faith, hope and love can be just as infectious and real. 

If we can be people who share kindness and care, our behaviour 
can be infectious in ways that bring life, comfort and joy. 

Catherine Ogle, Dean of Winchester Cathedral 


