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Current situation 
 

As the lockdown continues and church buildings 
remain closed to help stem the spread of Covid-19, 
we will carry on putting fresh Parish Eucharist and 
children’s service videos on our website each week 
at www.stmatthewstpaul.org. 

Do download the welcome sheet to access the 
order of service and readings. Or if you would like 
to have it emailed to you, please contact 

peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. We hope you will feel 
connected to other people and be able to worship 
God from wherever you are. 

Though many of us are having to self-isolate, we 
are joined together in love and prayer – we may be 
apart but we’re never alone. If you need help in any 
way, do please be in contact with any of us (see 
back page). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  Police non-urgent 101 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

This is the time to be slow 
This is the time to be slow, 

lie low to the wall 
until the bitter weather passes. 

 
Try, as best you can, not to let 

the wire brush of doubt 
scrape from your heart 

all sense of yourself 
and your hesitant light. 

 
If you remain generous 
time will come good; 

and you will find your feet 
again on fresh pastures of promise, 

where the air will be kind 
and blushed with beginning. 

 
John O’Donohue (1956–2008) 

To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of Blessings 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs; this 
month they are by Chris Charles, Sarah Eadie, Andy 
Grove, Harriet Hide, Jonathan Hurford-Potter, Gill 
Longman, Adrienne Marsden, Ursula Payne, Philip 
Richardson, Susie Richardson, Peter Seal, Vicki 
Tibbitts and Eloise Watson. 

Cover: A Promise of Hope 2, an original mixed media 
collage by Milli McGregor 
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From the rector 
 

 Sunday services at www.stmatthewstpaul.org: 
May Bible readings 
3 May 
10 May 
17 May 
24 May 
31 May 

Acts 2: 42–47; John 10: 1–10 [p. 176] 
Acts 7: 55–60; John 14: 1–14 [p. 179] 
Acts 17: 22–31; John 14: 15–21 [p. 181] 
Acts 1: 1–11; Luke 24: 44–53 [p. 187] 
Acts 2: 1–21; John 20: 19–23 [p. 195] 

Dear friends, 

What a month it’s been! Few of us could ever have imagined that our world would be taken over by 
Covid-19. So much of what we usually count as normal has been put into sharp relief. I picture the 
middle-aged man recovering at home from the virus, having been critically ill in hospital. He said, 
‘Cars and holidays are mere trinkets compared to the importance of my health’. 

For me my Christian faith has rarely been so important. I’m profoundly grateful for the sense of 
perspective that the structure of what I believe gives. There’s lots of talk about our mental health, 
and the importance of having a bigger ‘perspective’ is often expressed. I literally cannot imagine 
living any day, let alone in these days of world crisis, without the belief that all we experience is 
part of something bigger and eternal. Can I be bold? If you find yourself on the edge of a firmer 
believing, now just might be the chance to say to God: ‘Here I am, with all my questions about you 
and what you might be like, and what this life is all about, but please, I want to make a deeper 
commitment, right now’. Just think of Bishop John. 

Living in the ‘right now’ seems to be part of the challenge. I’m aware that for some people this is 
really hard – for example, in crowded homes with no outdoor space, as a lone parent or in an 
abusive relationship; and clearly if your employment is threatened. 

For many of us our lives will be easier than this, and there are some positive experiences. Many are 
commenting on birdsong and cleaner air, and such beautiful sunny days. For some there’s less work 
stress because commuting and travel aren’t possible. Someone said, ‘I feel fitter than I have for 
ages because of my daily walk’. 

I read an interesting article about children and young people, for whom these days have particular 
challenges. The writer’s advice was to help them stay in the present moment, developing their 
inner resources of imagination and inventiveness. He advised people to resist saying things like, 
‘When it’s all over and we can return to normal ...’ In a similar sort of way, someone in their early 
70s said, ‘The thing about an extended lockdown is that it represents a significant part of the rest of 
my life’. Developing our ability to live in the ‘right now’, in the present moment, could be a life skill 
that changes the rest of our lives, however long or short. 

Part of what we may find is happening is that we’re falteringly moving towards a new sort of future. 
Perhaps competitive capitalism really has had its day? Perhaps the need for co-operative 
interdependence that some have been prophesying for years really will become an essential  
new norm? Perhaps the whole realm of what we call ‘green issues’ is moving centre stage?  
This could lead us into a way of living that means today’s children will permanently have cleaner  
air to breathe. 

We’re in the most wonderful season of Easter, when we celebrate God’s triumph over death 
through his Son Jesus. And we’re living through a season when our awareness of vulnerability –  
our own and that of others – is heightened. Across our world many are dying too soon because of 
Covid-19; this is terribly sad, and the grief we hear of is raw. Our call as thinking, caring people is  
to identify and be alongside. We can do this with utmost sensitivity and also with hope, because  
of our faith and the deeper, wider perspective of the resurrection faith that God continually offers 
to everyone. 

With my prayers and the wish that we keep safe ourselves, and thereby keep others safe, 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time online in recent weeks,  
and hope that you may feel 
comfortable and encouraged to 
come in person when services in 
church restart. 

We congratulate Sandra Lewis on 
her significant birthday in April, 

and all who have special news  
to celebrate. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Cheryl Barkwill, Caroline Behan, 
William Buncombe, Johnny Burt, 
Vera Edwards, baby Emily, Bob 
Harland, Julia Jones, Phillippa 
Lerclercq, Louise, Kate Morgan, 
Jane Seal, Tony Silcox, Philip 

Surrage, Brett Tribe, Patricia 
Watts, Vera Willnecker and  
David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Bishop John Dennis, 
Louisa, Anna Perkins, Eileen Read, 
Angus Smart and Dennis Wright. 

 

 
 

 

 
Bishop John Dennis: A Life in Music  There is a 
tribute to the late Bishop John on p. 8. If you have 
internet access and would like to view his 2015 
reflections on his life and loves, interspersed  
with his favourite music, please go to 
https://youtu.be/Md5PH-YZIJg. 
 
HCC community support hub  A Hampshire County 
Council Hub to support the community through the 
crisis has been established. If you are able to offer 
support and would like to be involved, please ring 
0333 370 4000. Your call will be triaged and you 
will be passed to whichever organisation or local 
contact would be most appropriate. 
 
Winchester Basics Bank provides emergency food 
to those who really need it in our local community. 
During the Covid-19 crisis, the organisation  
has seen a sharp increase in the demand for  
its services. To send a financial gift, go to 
https://winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk/donate/, or 
send a cheque (made payable to Winchester Basics 
Bank) to 21a Penton Place, Milland Road, 
Winchester, SO23 0PZ. 
 
Trinity Winchester emergency appeal  You’re 
invited to help Trinity keep homeless people safe 
by donating at https://tinyurl.com/swmpjww, or by 
sending a cheque to Bradbury House, Durngate 
Place, Winchester, SO23 8DX. 
 

Nightshelter – a much-needed 
home  To help the Nightshelter 
support residents through to more 
stable times, including providing 

food, counselling and emotional support, please go 
to https://wcns.org.uk/ways-you-can-give/donate-
money/, or send a cheque to the Administrator, 

Winchester Churches Nightshelter, 20B Jewry 
Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ. 
 
Some parish website statistics over Easter  We’re 
very happy to welcome so many people onto the 
website, especially on Sundays to view the services. 
In the ‘administrator’ section of the site, we can 
see that between 200 and 300 visits are being paid 
on Sundays, with over 600 visitors/1,400 visits each 
week. We thank God for the technology that keeps 
us in touch and worshipping together. 
 
Tour America’s national parks at home, from 
Alaska’s Kenai Fjords to Hawaii’s volcanoes, at 
https://artsandculture.withgoogle.com/en-
us/national-parks-service/parks. 
 
Enjoy ‘high culture’ from home  The National 
Theatre is releasing a full performance every 
Thursday, free to view online for up to a week 
afterwards. The Royal Opera House is releasing  
a full performance every Friday, again free to  
view online for up to a week. And the British 
Museum online has lots of information, all 
beautifully curated. 
 
A meditation on the presence of God in suffering  
Blazing Harmonies is an audio presentation at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSmSyn4bLbg 
– accompanied by Gypsy and Klezmer music 
performed by the band ZRI – of narrated extracts 
from the diaries of Etty Hillesum, a Dutch woman 
killed at Auschwitz in 1943 aged only 29. The 
diaries are a window not only onto the horror 
unfolding for the Jews of Holland, but also into the 
soul of an intense and articulate young woman as 
she wrestled with perennial questions. 
 

  

Notices 

Family feedback 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/?gclid=CjwKCAjwvtX0BRAFEiwAGWJyZLj0P4KfjAEDAtvZ8JwcFc_B-LBjczFK-J5LKhZwrdvQpbQO6qXzDhoCJoYQAvD_BwE&queueittoken=e_safetyevent9apr20~q_00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000~ts_1586857464~ce_true~rt_afterevent~h_67a01d8b3010189b66bad415b86e2cdc7f82c3e3b8466ef96e3aaed8d8fc661e
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/?gclid=CjwKCAjwvtX0BRAFEiwAGWJyZLj0P4KfjAEDAtvZ8JwcFc_B-LBjczFK-J5LKhZwrdvQpbQO6qXzDhoCJoYQAvD_BwE&queueittoken=e_safetyevent9apr20~q_00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000~ts_1586857464~ce_true~rt_afterevent~h_67a01d8b3010189b66bad415b86e2cdc7f82c3e3b8466ef96e3aaed8d8fc661e
https://www.roh.org.uk/streaming
https://blog.britishmuseum.org/how-to-explore-the-british-museum-from-home/?gclid=CjwKCAjwvtX0BRAFEiwAGWJyZIl_1CtVHHWVTOyQVvxcc64T4cNX2pjtJlFculATuqbeE9L3TXSlGxoCDJQQAvD_BwE
https://blog.britishmuseum.org/how-to-explore-the-british-museum-from-home/?gclid=CjwKCAjwvtX0BRAFEiwAGWJyZIl_1CtVHHWVTOyQVvxcc64T4cNX2pjtJlFculATuqbeE9L3TXSlGxoCDJQQAvD_BwE
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In the midst of something we don’t understand 
I remember somebody once telling me not to let 
my outlook on life become too ‘cross-shaped’.  
It’s an idea that has stuck with me. Sometimes I 
suppose there can be a hidden escapism and even 
glamour in emphasising the suffering of the world. 
On the other hand, perhaps it’s possible to lean  
too far in the opposite direction: towards an 
outlook that overbalances towards being overly 
‘resurrection-shaped’, with a focus on things being 
okay in the end. 

In recent weeks we’ve seen both types of outlook 
writ large. Public voices have clashed, with some 
emphasising the need for seriousness and urgency, 
and others the need to stay calm and keep hope. 
I’m not sure either approach gets to the heart of 
what we’re going through. I’ve been troubled by 
what can sometimes become an addiction to 
reporting on (and reading about) tragedy. I also 
struggle when people start to look for ‘spiritual 
meaning’ in a situation that, for many, will make 
life overwhelmingly more difficult. 

I’ve found comfort in the face of this from an idea  
I encountered as a theology student. As a young 
professor lecturing in Germany, Rowan Williams 
was asked what his ‘theological method’ was. 

Initially stumped, he responded by saying that his 
starting point was the realisation that we are all 
always in medias res, or ‘in the middle of things’. 
It’s not possible, he said, to step aside from the 
world and comment on it from a neutral position. 
And all of our language, says Rowan Williams, 
should reflect this, taking on a balance between 
faithful assertion and lightness of touch, sincerity 
and a certain form of liberating irony. 

I find that a really helpful way to move beyond the 
hints of polarity in the emerging discourse about 
coronavirus. Rather than finding and sticking to a 
grand narrative about what we’re experiencing and 
how we should respond emotionally, perhaps it’s 
more helpful to see ourselves as being very much in 
the midst of something that, on a spiritual level, we 
don’t understand. 

Where does that leave us in our sense of faith? 
Another thought from Rowan Williams is helpful 
here. God is not in the world, suffusing it with 
meaning or hidden inside suffering. Rather, God is 
with the world – mysteriously alongside us in both 
our difficulties and our ability to find hope. 

Phil Seal 

Our reactions to trauma 
Insights from David Ison, the Dean of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, based on a three-year group project on 
trauma and tragedy in Christian congregations: 

This crisis is traumatic for communities, the nation, 
the world. It’s not a shock-event like a fire or a 
terrorist attack, but a slow-building crisis – a crisis 
that shatters our assumptions that the world is 
generally safe and reliable, and that all that  
we’ve worked for in businesses, churches and 
communities will be fruitful. The loss of security and 
hope, the breaking down of supportive connections 
between people, and the fear that this crisis is 
overwhelming – all are characteristics of trauma. 

a) Our whole selves are affected: we may feel all 
sorts of strange symptoms, because our body  
is reacting to the fact that we don’t feel safe. 
Concentration and sleep may be difficult. We feel 
distracted, and find it hard to cope. Emotions will 
be all over the place in surprising ways. Knowing 
that in traumatic situations it’s normal to be up, 
down, energetic, exhausted, afraid, will help us to 
cope with it. 

b) People react very differently, depending on 
different backgrounds and experiences, including 
past traumas. We need to be kind and 
understanding to others, and also to ourselves. 

c) We respond best when we have clear, reliable 
information; when we have something practical 

that we can do; and when we can be connected to 
others, if not in person then by phone or through 
social media, TV and radio. 

d) We make sense of things by making them part of 
our story – the story of our own life, and the stories 
of our communities and of our world. But this  
takes time. While the trauma is unfolding and we 
continue to experience the pain of losing what we 
once had, it’s very hard to make sense of it. 

Communities (and individuals) typically respond to 
disaster by first going through a ‘heroic phase’, full 
of energy and self-sacrifice. This eventually burns 
itself out, and is followed by a ‘disillusionment 
phase’, which may contain much mutual blame and 
suspicion. Only as the disillusionment phase loses 
its force can realistic, hopeful rebuilding take place. 

This is a very confusing and draining time, a time 
when ordinary healthy rhythms are lost. We may  
be feeling in our minds and bodies the impact of 
trauma – feeling low and anxious one day when it’s 
hard to get your brain in gear, energetic the next 
day, and all at a time when we need to be able to 
change and adapt to unusual events. So taking  
care of ourselves and our own well-being is vital. 
That includes the basics of good rest, eating, and 
exercise. It also includes as far as possible having 
people we trust whom we can share with, and 
being in touch with them. 
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Christian Aid Week – still on, but different 
Unable to collect door-to-door, can we find an outpouring of generosity at this difficult time? 

For Rose, every last drop of 
water is precious. In Kenya, 
the rains that used to water 
the farmlands have failed, 
causing a national 
emergency that has left over 
two million people hungry. 
One of these people is Rose. 
Rose is 67. Every day, she 
battles to bring water home 
for her grandchildren. But 
drought and hunger are 
driving her to the brink. 
‘The drought has been 
severe’, she tells us. ‘We have had three long 
months without water, and now we have to walk 
long distances. We are suffering.’ 

Rose strives to provide for her grandchildren. She 
does all she can to give them happy childhoods, like 
the times she remembers when there was plenty of 
rain and food. Every morning, after nothing to eat, 
she sets out on a long and dangerous journey, 
walking six hours to collect water. While she walks, 
her stomach gives her stabbing pains. She feels 
weary under the hot sun. Her aching legs walk on … 
and on … because if she gives up, her grandchildren 
will hunger and thirst. 

At last she comes home, exhausted. Her 
grandchildren cook her a meagre bowl of porridge 
– but they know she is still hungry. And she won’t 
have the strength to fetch water for much longer.  
It breaks their hearts to see their grandma suffer 
like this.  

The sad truth is, it doesn’t have to reach this 
breaking point. There is an earth dam just minutes 
away from her home. It should be a lifeline. But 
with many in dire need, every drop of water in the 
dam has dried up. This is Rose’s climate crisis. 

No matter how hard she 
battles against it, drought 
leaves her hungry and 
heartbroken.  

Together, we can help stop 
this crisis. But we need to act 
now. You could help Rose 
and her community build a 
bigger, better dam. Your gifts 
and time could help her 
community own and protect 
the dam, and ensure it 
provides a long-lasting source 
of water for their families. 

 £4.40 could teach 10 farmers how to plant 
drought-tolerant crops, helping Rose and her 
grandchildren grow fresh vegetables. 

 £10 could buy a tap at a water point which will 
be installed at an earth dam, helping families 
fetch water quickly. 

 £1,560 could pay for all the materials, tools  
and equipment needed to build an earth dam, 
saving families like Rose’s from spending up to 
10 hours a day looking for the water they need 
to survive. 

With a dam full of water, Rose would be free from 
her long, painful journeys. She’d have time to grow 
fresh vegetables for her family to eat. And she 
could see her grandchildren grow up to live life in 
all its fullness. 

With all UK churches closed to protect public 
health, and door-to-door collection impossible, let’s 
try to help Christian Aid as much as we can. You can 
make a telephone donation at 020 7523 2269 or 
give online at caweek.org. 

Denise McKenzie and Fiona Butt 
Parish Christian Aid Co-ordinators 

 

 

  
Love unites us all 

Everything is different this year, but the needs of the developing world – facing 
coronavirus on top of all its other problems – have only grown. Christian Aid Week forms 
an essential part of the charity’s funding and the Winchester area has a fine tradition in 
supporting this, raising over £22,700 last year. But much of this was raised from house-to-
house collections, from services and from Big Brekkies, all currently impossible. 

Christian Aid has written: ‘Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. Now is the 
time to reach out to our neighbours, both near and far. Families living in overcrowded 
refugee camps. People who have no clean water to wash their hands. People who are 
living with HIV.’ Life may be hard for many of us, but not, perhaps, as hard as that. Let’s 
do what we can. 

Rosemary Dunhill 
Winchester and District Christian Aid Week Co-ordinator 

Christian Aid/ Adam Finch 
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Eco Church 
The solace of release 

In one of the comforting daily emails I receive from 
the cathedral I came across the phrase ‘the solace 
of release’, which will mean different things to each 
of us during this period of lockdown. For me, I am 
suddenly free of rushing around. I have time to 
contemplate, appreciate and live in the moment. 

We were blessed with sudden dry weather after 
the long spell of rain as lockdown was announced. 
This seemed like a gift from God to soften the blow 
of Covid-19. I have heard some say the scourge  
is sent by God as a punishment and to halt 
humankind from continuing to pollute the Earth. 
But I do not believe in a vengeful God. We are each 
blessed with different gifts and have not always 
used them wisely. Have we been hoisted by our 
own petard? Yet there have always been 
pandemics and plagues, and now we are living 
globally they cannot be contained. 

The Earth also has the solace of release. A Spanish 
video circulating says Covid-19 is giving the earth a 
rest, and nature is taking the 
break it so badly needs. 
Cities that never sleep are in 
isolation and wild animals 
have been running in the 
streets. Did you see the 
goats in Llandudno? We 
must not feel indignant 
because, after all, 
humankind has stolen and 
destroyed so much of their 
habitat. According to this 
video, two months after 
Wuhan was closed down air quality increased by 
21.5% all over China, as witnessed by the satellites 
of NASA and the European Space Agency. China  
has high NO2 emissions and is responsible for 30% 
of the world’s CO2. Be aware though, the buying 
demands of the developed world contribute to this. 
Therefore we outsource our own pollution!

It would take a more erudite writer to discuss how 
all developed countries create their own pollution, 
including America and Europe. In Barcelona and 
Madrid air pollution has dropped by 50% and the 
waters of Venetian canals are clear and supporting 
small fish. I am sure similar data has been produced 
for London, and it will be interesting to discover 
how Winchester has been affected. The City 
Council has been fighting a long battle with the 
number of polluting vehicles gushing out invisible 
toxic fumes which are breathed in by those who 
live in the centre or are just visiting. 

Personally, I have been enjoying the solace of our 
garden in what feels like summer sunshine. I walk 
around it with a feeling of joy and gratitude, seeing 
the blossom emerging and new growth appearing 
on our shrubs. Dormant plants are finding their way 
from the soil into the light and butterflies and bees 
are pollinating flowers. I saw my first orange-tip 
butterfly today. Hundreds of tadpoles have hatched 
in our small pond and the occasional newt breaks 

surface before quickly diving, 
probably to catch and devour 
some of them. It is the 
breeding season for birds 
and the air is full of their 
song. It feels ironic that I 
heard the first chiff-chaff 
during an interview on  
TV with a man who had 
recovered from Covid-19.  

I have sown my runner bean 
seeds using a method passed 

on to me by a friend: I filled a couple of dozen 4-
inch cardboard tubes from the middle of toilet 
rolls, or similar, with compost and put them in the 
summerhouse with polythene over them at night. 
When the time is right I will plant them out in these 
containers, which will decompose. What a fantastic 
way to recycle! 

Norma Goodwin, Environmental Officer 
9 April 2020 

 

  
We simplify our lives 

We simplify our lives. 
We live gladly with less. 

We let go of the illusion that we can possess. 
We create instead. 

We let go the illusion of mobility. 
We travel in stillness. We travel at home. 

By candlelight and in stillness, 
In the presence of flowers, 
We make our pilgrimage. 

We simplify our lives. 
Amen. 

Michael Leunig, When I talk to you: a cartoonist talks to God 
(Andrews McMeel Publishing, 2006) 
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In loving memory of Bishop John 
Following the death of Rt Revd John Dennis on 13 
April, Peter Seal reflects: Bishop John was a truly 
remarkable man. I knew him for nearly 20 years 
and worked with him really closely in this, his home 
parish. John was disarmingly honest and down to 
earth. He had a tremendous sense of humour and a 
remarkably light touch. 

He and his beloved wife Dorothy, who died just a 
few weeks ago, were committed Franciscan 
Tertiaries and lived out their faith through prayer 
and the care of others. Many people were attracted 
by John’s openness and his ability to see the good in 
others and be personally affirming. Numerous folk 
found their way to John seeking wise counsel. 

In leading worship John was relaxed, prayerful and 
accessible. His sermons were always unscripted but 
revealed deep thought and a profound, inclusive 
spirituality. Dorothy used to say, ‘When John gets 
up to preach it’s not that I don’t know what he’s 
going to say; I don’t think he does either!’ 

John leaves two sons and their families, who along 
with very many other people will miss him hugely. 

We rejoice that John and Dorothy are reunited in 
the Lord they each loved so much, and in the 
enduring love they had for each other. 

Why did God choose the place and the time and the people? 
Extracts from a 2017 sermon by Bishop John 

People sometimes say to me, ‘Why did God choose 
the place and the time and the people?’ I thought 
perhaps today we might spend a few minutes just 
thinking about that, because it’s the hand of God 
doing his work in his world for the sake of his 
world. Some people come up with the answer, 
well, the Roman Empire was the nearest thing to a 
sort of extended Common Market in its day, where 
all the borders were open, it was all ruled by one 
empire and news could travel very quickly along 
specially made motorways – or ‘walkaways’,  
I suppose they would have to be called – roads. 
That, probably, is part of the answer. 

But I think the answer is actually much deeper than 
that. I think, for me, it is all found in that other 
beautiful Bible – I was going to say the other half, 
but actually it’s the other three-quarters – what  
we call the Old Testament and what the Jews call 
the Hebrew Scriptures. Because what the Old 
Testament is really about, with all its ups and 
downs and its ins and outs, is the recording of a 
particular people, chosen by God not to be better 
or posher or anything else than other people,  
but to be used by him in his great purpose, and 
educated, polished – sophisticated, if you like – in 
their understanding of the nature of God and of 
what the response is that God expects from us. 

You’ve heard this said before, I’m sure: you can 
start in very primitive society with the idea that if 

your daughter is killed by somebody from another 
tribe, you go down and kill those who have done it, 
and the whole tribe. So the idea of ‘an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth’ was a revelation of 
considerable charity; in other words, you don’t kill 
everybody, you just match what’s happened to 
you. But then, as we move on, it changes into 
something much nearer to love, to forgiveness, to 
renewing, to starting again. So God had got the 
Jews ready for the coming of the Messiah. That’s 
two reasons, if you like. 

I think there’s a third one. Christ was born into a 
real world, not a Fantasia of a world with bunny 
rabbits running about. No, the world that he lived 
in was horrific. Romans always hit with an iron fist. 
And crucifixion is the worst possible sort of way to 
die. Just because we’re so used to knowing about  
it for Christ, we hardly stop to think about it. But 
certainly part of it must have been because that 
was the world he came to redeem. The reason why 
Christmas is such a joyful occasion is not because 
that was the world he came to, or that that to 
some degree is the world we live in, but because 
his birth brings hope, brings promise. It brings the 
reality of love. It brings the challenge to us to live a 
loving life and to spread love around us. And it 
brings with it the promise that, in the end, in the 
words of Julian of Norwich, ‘All shall be well, and all 
shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well’. 

Bishop John takes delight in sprinkling the 
congregation during a Confirmation service, 2016 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/2018/01/04/why-did-god-choose-the-place-and-the-time-and-the-people/
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Beyond Ourselves 
USPG – United Society Partners in the Gospel 

 
Updates from 
https://www.uspg.org.uk/ 
and the booklet 
Transmission, edited  
and paraphrased.  

Founded in 1701, USPG is 
an Anglican mission agency 
that partners churches and 
communities worldwide  
in God’s mission to  
enliven faith, strengthen 
relationships, unlock 
potential and champion 
justice.  

Environmental degradation ... turbulent global 
politics ... gender injustice ... the desperate flight  
of migrants ... forced displacement of people at 
record levels. USPG believes today’s major 
challenges cry out for words and actions that 
express a love and solidarity that goes beyond 
narrow self-interest and national boundaries.  
Some examples follow. 

Green schools  The Church of South India (CSI) is a 
leading force acting on the environment. It has an 
education programme aimed at subtly sensitising 
students to the environment through hands-on, 
thought-provoking activities. Students audit  
the consumption of precious natural resources 
within school campuses, helping towards good 
environmental management by finding pragmatic 
ways of reducing wastage. CSI has been able to 
implement this programme in over 350 schools, 
and the Indian government has recognised its 
importance, producing a curriculum for use in  
other schools. 

Community health facilities  Six years ago the 
Church of the Province of Myanmar (CPM) initiated 
a Community Health Programme principally to 
meet the needs of rural areas such as the Diocese 
of Mandalay. Government health facilities tend to 
be in urban districts, and in the countryside the 
hilly terrain presents problems, so people mostly 
travel by boat to reach the nearest hospital. 
Communicable illnesses such as tuberculosis and 
water-borne diseases are prevalent. The primary 
approach is to train village health workers and 
traditional birth attendants, equipping them with 
medical supplies. The Church conducts regular 
‘medical mission camps’ to raise awareness of 
particular diseases, with a focus on prevention.  
Any patients requiring more expert treatments are 

referred on to government-
run facilities. According to 
the Bishop of Mandalay, the 
programme has completely 
eradicated malaria from  
the area within the last 
three years. He said, ‘These 
people in the villages are 
our church, irrespective  
of religion or ethnic 
background; we provide 
healthcare and support to 
everyone who is needy. The 
Church is not partisan, it is 
for everyone.’ 

Expanding Horizons is a programme providing a 
way to experience and share in the life and mission 
of the world Church for clergy, ordinands and 
others wanting to travel overseas on sabbatical. 
Participants are offered a small grant and helped to 
arrange the placement. Revd Niblett went to the 
Netherlands, where secularism presented a potent 
challenge to the Christian identity. ‘It was great to 
see how people from different cultures could be 
united and creative with Anglican liturgy, bringing 
their own style to it yet still maintaining its 
familiarity.’ One pressing challenge he encountered 
was the need to counter the Church’s diminishing 
influence on the shaping of society, and 
consequently faith retreating into private life.  
This reflected the worrying demise of the Church  
as a worthy contender in so-called ‘plausibility 
structures’ – ways in which people can make sense 
of the world around them and shape their life. 
However he found a real sense of hope that the 
Church still had plenty to share in the lives of the 
people. The emphases from country to country 
may be different but the good news, if it is truly 
good news, is a message of hope for all. 

Prayer by Bernard Narokobi, Papua New Guinea 
You, O God, who turn storms into gentle winds 
and troubled seas into tranquil waters, 
you who make yams grow and bananas blossom, 
wash our people with justice, 
teach us with righteousness, 
speak to us daily, 
strengthen us to serve you. 
Amen. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/.  
 

  

Village health workers tend a sickly child in Myanmar 

https://www.uspg.org.uk/
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Easter bonnets 

Easter egg time! 
Holy Week lanterns 

For the beauty 
of the earth 

Making bubbles 
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Easter garden 

In memory of 
Bishop John 

Rainbows 

Prayer hands in 
our Sunday best 

Three crosses 

Empty tomb, 
empty cot, 
empty bed 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
So many things have dramatically changed since I 
wrote my last article – we are in a time like no 
other. My main aim at present is to keep in touch 
with children, young people and families, and to 
help them feel connected to St Paul’s. 

Children’s services  The first thing I was concerned 
about was that the children would not be able to 
stay focused on a filmed 9.30 Eucharist, therefore 
parents would not be able to stay focused either. 
Thus I decided to create a children’s service for 
each Sunday (plus a Good Friday service). I have 
had fun filming these with my grandchildren in my 
daughter Tara’s garden in Kempshott (which is 
where I’m living during this time). We’ve been 
learning new action songs and had children and 
young people doing the 
readings and prayers. We 
have now planned for the 
storyteller group to take 
it in turns to do the short 
talk. The services seem to 
have been well received 
by young and old. Some 
families watch the 
children’s service on 
Sunday morning, then 
view the Eucharist when 
the children are  
in bed. 

Zoom meetings  This is a new thing for me, where 
lots of people meet on screen online. We have 
been holding meetings of the Scramblers group, of 
children aged 8 to 12 and of the teenagers, with 
Olli Wilson-Smith joining me leading this eldest 
group. Niki Bray, our Safeguarding Officer, 
forwarded me some regulations about Zoom 
meetings with teenagers, as they may be involved 
without their parents present. We are putting in 
place a risk assessment, parental consent and 
consent from the PCC so that these Zoom meetings 
can continue. The young people enjoyed meeting 
up with Olli online, and he will now convene the 
meetings as he is more familiar with the technology 
than I am; but I will always be present. 

In touch  I have been in contact with many 
individuals by phone and email and had some good 

conversations with people, all in very different 
situations. Some are trying to work from home plus 
looking after children (particularly challenging in 
the holidays, when no schoolwork was set), some 
working in the NHS, some going in to other kinds  
of work.  

It was great to hear from the Watson family, who 
have attended St Paul’s for years (Laura and Angus, 
and their children Eloise, George and Jack). They 
have been exploring the world in their own boat 
but are now in lockdown in New Zealand, at 
Norsand Boatyard in Whangarei, on their boat. 
Laura has asked to receive emails about all that 
we’re doing with the children at St Paul’s, and they 
are planning to watch the children’s services. 

Some are doing the Joe 
Wicks workout, which is on 
YouTube every schoolday 
morning at 9 am. It’s for 
adults as well – a brilliant 
way to keep fit and start  
the day.  

Bubble blower  People  
were very taken with the 
bubble blower that my 
granddaughter Charlotte 
showed everyone how  
to make at the end of  

the children’s Easter service. So here are the 
instructions (see photo on p. 10, of the Tibbitts 
family having fun with them). 

1 Take one small plastic bottle and cut the end 
off (beware sharp edges). 

2 Take an old sock and cut off the top to the heel. 
3 Pull the end of the sock over the cut end of the 

bottle until it is tight. 
4 Dip the sock end into bubble mixture and then 

blow. It produces wonderful bubbly foam. 
(Charlotte stresses that if two or more people 
are using the bubble blower, please clean the 
end each time.) 

I am always happy to be contacted by email or 
phone, so please don’t hesitate to call. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

  

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please email them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to  
Ursula Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  

(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 

file:///G:/My%20Drive/ADMINISTRATION/MAGAZINE/2020/mag05May2020/youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
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St Paul’s Pre-school holds the fort for keyworker families 
Silvia Brown, the lovely, enthusiastic Supervisor of 
St Paul’s Pre-school wrote recently:  

‘I wanted to say a huge thank you to you, Peter and 
Mary, and the whole admin/finance team at St 
Paul’s Church, for allowing the pre-school to keep 
the playroom set up during these weeks. The action 
of pre-school staying open affects the four families, 
eight doctors, who we see most days. For them  
it is a sign of normality, a little light of hope and a 
reminder that life is still happening, when they see 
their little ones skip into Pre-school Club (we had to 
change our name to help children make sense of 
the differences we face each day), full of plans and 
ideas. And they return to collect being welcomed 

with huge smiles and stories of Pre-school Club 
cinemas, gardening gangs, pirate ships, maps and 
plans to get treasure.  

‘To see the parents’ faces light up, weariness 
discarded as they sit for a few minutes to finish 
some colouring with their child ... it is priceless. I 
think that the teachers are also able to help a little 
with the emotional burden that these doctors 
carry. Just a few minutes at the start or end of the 
day. Someone asks, “How are you?” The answers 
we get vary, but the response from all of them is 
gratitude that they can still hold on to the little 
snippet of normality that coming to pre-school 
every day offers.’ 

Building for Life 
Help us to get ready to use and share the new St Paul’s spaces 

Over the last months, as building work has 
progressed so well, it has been a weekly pleasure 
for all of us to see photographs after our 9.30 
service. We have watched with excitement as the 
floor was levelled, intricate mazes of underfloor 
heating were installed, a new flat surface emerged, 
the mezzanine floor sprouted on its graceful pillars 
and various walls were knocked through – not 
least, to the intimate new space that will become 
the Resurrection Chapel. 

Then Covid-19 meant that we were no longer able 
to worship together at Western, and Amiri, our 
wonderful building contractors, had to down tools. 

Meanwhile, a number of us have been meeting via 
Zoom to think about all the new opportunities the 
spaces will give us, who we might invite to share 
them and what the new practical arrangements will 
be. We have set up a number of groups to think 
through our next steps, each with a facilitator to 
co-ordinate their planning over the next couple  
of months: 
Our role in the community  Liz Stannard 
Younger families and work with schools   
Magnus McCabe 
Prayer  Liz Stuart 
Older people  Jan Walley 
Green church  Alexa Heady 

As well as these working groups, two other more 
widely ranging groups are trying to draw together 
the various strands of our planning. One, co-
ordinated by Jonathan Jesty, is exploring the Scott 
legacy and our medium-term financial planning. 
The other, which Peter Seal and I are facilitating, 
will focus on the ‘opening’ of our new building – 
both planning a joyful celebration to mark the 
opening of the building and, more generally, 
orchestrating the many activities we hope to see 
taking place in the new spaces with existing and 
new users. 

All groups are open to everyone; please join us and 
help shape the future of St Paul’s. Just contact me 
or one of the facilitators.  

Breaking news ... 
We are delighted to report that Amiri’s building 
work, appropriately and safely managed, will start 
again shortly! Hooray! 

Bill Lucas 
bill@bill-lucas.com 
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Beatitudes for a global pandemic 
Blessed are those who stay indoors, 

for they have protected others. 
Blessed are the unemployed and the self-employed, 

for their need of God is great. 
Blessed are the corner shopkeepers, 

for they are the purveyors of scarce things. 
Blessed are the delivery drivers and the postal workers, 

for they are the bringers of essential things. 
Blessed are the hospital workers; the ambulance crews,  

the doctors, the nurses, the care assistants, and the cleaners 
for they stand between us and the grave, and the Kingdom of Heaven is surely theirs. 

Blessed are the checkout workers, 
for they have patience and fortitude in the face of overwork and frustration. 

Blessed are the refuse collectors, 
for they will see God despite the mountains of waste. 

Blessed are the teachers, 
for they remain steadfast and constant in disturbing times. 

Blessed are the church workers; the deacons, priests and bishops, 
for they are a comforting presence in a hurting world as they continue to signpost towards God. 

Blessed are the single parents, 
for they are coping alone with their responsibilities and there is no respite. 

Blessed are those who are alone, 
for they are children of God and with him they will never be lonely. 

Blessed are the bereaved, 
for whom the worst has already happened. They shall be comforted. 

Blessed are those who are isolated with their abusers, 
for one day – we pray – they will know safety. 

Blessed are all during this time who have pure hearts; 
all who still hunger and thirst for justice; 

all who work for peace and who model mercy. 
May you know comfort. 

May you know calm. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all. 

Amen. 

Jayne Manfredi @TheWomanfredi 
 

  

http://thewomanfredi.blogspot.com/2020/03/beatitudes-for-global-pandemic.html
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From our elected representatives 
Saving lives and livelihoods 

This month’s column 
comes with a ‘health 
warning’, as anything can 
be out of date these days 
before you’ve finished a 
sentence. Three years ago, when I was first 
appointed UK Public Health Minister, I was  
taken to Porton Down, the Defence Science and 
Technology Laboratory for which I had ministerial 
responsibility. There are myths about this Public 
Health England facility but it’s true that some of the 
most important work you’ve never heard of takes 
place there. Part of my visit was a briefing, deep 
underground, where some of the most dangerous 
viruses known to humanity are kept securely, and 
where plans are nurtured should the UK be subject 
to an infectious disease outbreak or hostile attack. 

It was, as you might imagine, fascinating, but it all 
seemed rather ‘cold war’. While I was reassured at 
the expertise, I remember hoping my hosts were 
wrong when they said it was only a matter of time 
before those plans were needed. Now, thanks to 
what is believed to be practices at a seafood 
market in China (and the world must return to 
that), their prediction has come true. 

We are at this time, rightly, focused on saving lives 
and livelihoods. I have been working with ministers 
to ensure a radical public health strategy is 
matched by an equally radical, interventionist 
economic response. The Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme is as unique as it is vast, but there are gaps 
and people left behind. I am fighting that on many 

fronts. The Self-Employed 
Support Scheme is welcome 
and generous but there are 
many, not wealthy, left 
behind, including those 

new to self-employment. The government failed  
to recognise the difference between ‘sole traders’ 
and those who run small limited companies and, 
consequently, earn in a different way. I am fighting 
that corner and encouraging fast solutions. 

I have been handling an unprecedented level of 
correspondence, as you might expect, so thank you 
for your patience and restraint in not contacting at 
this time about all the other things that still matter 
(like early years funding or the climate crisis). 

Finally, when this whole nightmare began to unfold 
I spoke in the House of Commons about the big 
society response we needed to see from local 
communities, and that has happened including,  
I know, here in Fulflood. You’ll have had things 
through the door or online. My website contains a 
dedicated page at www.stevebrine.com/covid19 
listing the community response for those who  
need help or want to help. Find my Page at 
www.fb.com/SteveBrineMP for continuous 
updates, including details of the excellent Plants for 
People initiative www.kirtonfarm.co.uk/plants-for-
people I have been involved with in recent weeks. 
For me, and many of you, our gardens are truly 
havens right now. Stay safe and well everyone! 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester 
13 April 

Delivering essential services 
Like you, we are devastated by what is happening 
around the world and do hope that you and yours 
are keeping well as we all stay at home and only 
make essential journeys for food, exercise or work. 
We’re currently trialling virtual meetings and hope 
to be able to involve members of the public. 

At the City Council, our main work has been 
ensuring that vital services continue while the 
sharp increase in demand in other areas such  
as benefits and business support is met. We’re  
also supporting the keyworkers, community and 
charitable groups helping and caring for people 
around Winchester. Many of the Council staff are 
keyworkers and we’re proud that they’ve stepped 
up to the challenge of delivering essential services. 
One such service is our waste collection, and it has 
been heartening to see the messages of thanks that 
residents have been leaving on their bins. 

Whilst the main point of contact for anybody in 
difficulty during this time is the County Council 
(0333 370 4000), the City Council also has an 
important role to play in making sure that residents 
have access to vital, up-to-date information. Our 
website at www.winchester.gov.uk/covid19  
is being updated regularly and although our 
Colebrook Street offices are closed, there is a 
phone at the entrance for anyone who does turn 
up. It has been fantastic to see such a plethora of 
voluntary organisations springing into action. 

On a really positive note, the air quality in the city 
centre has seen a tremendous improvement over 
these past few weeks, and we want to encourage it 
to stay that way! As always, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch if you feel we can be of help. Do 
take care and stay healthy. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod, 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 18 April 

  

http://www.kirtonfarm.co.uk/plants-for-people?fbclid=IwAR2Ii5ttbC_FjqPJgagkc3zuCCCQ5mGIodwdTS6ORhnd0BeWL-grFnY6574
http://www.kirtonfarm.co.uk/plants-for-people?fbclid=IwAR2Ii5ttbC_FjqPJgagkc3zuCCCQ5mGIodwdTS6ORhnd0BeWL-grFnY6574
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 855348, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

  Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
Wednesday term-time classes at St Paul’s Church: 

Beginners:10-week courses in the parish rooms, 5pm (starting Jan, 
April & Sept annually) 

Beginner plus/intermediate:6-8 week courses in the hall 7.30pm 
Intermediate/advanced:6-8 week courses in the hall 6.15pm 

 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
Ring Harry 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 
Cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister 
(LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

 
 

Contact us 

A virus is infectious in ways that are unseen but real. 
I believe faith, hope and love can be just as infectious and real. 

If we can be people who share kindness and care, our behaviour 
can be infectious in ways that bring life, comfort and joy. 

Catherine Ogle, Dean of Winchester Cathedral 


