
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

2019 Review 

A people-focused look at the year’s activities, 
with thanks for 2019 and plans for 2020 and beyond 

This review is designed to complement our 2019 annual 
report, which sets out our financial position in detail 

and meets the reporting requirements of our regulators 

St Matthew’s with St Paul’s is an inclusive, welcoming and open 
Anglican parish for all ages, serving the wider community. 

Our mission is to: 

Provide a rich variety of worship relevant to our community 
Encourage, challenge and enable people to explore and grow in 
their faith 
Act beyond ourselves, both locally and globally 
Commit to the challenge of resources to make this possible, for 
now and future generations 
Effectively proclaim our faith and values through active 
collaboration within the community, offering caring pastoral 
support to all. 
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Annual Parochial Church Meetings 2019 

 
On Monday 29 April 2019 the Annual Parochial meetings for the year were held. 
The main business of these meetings is elections. There are also reports from the 
Electoral Roll Officer and Honorary Treasurer, and a report from the rector on the 
past year. The following were elected as churchwardens: 

St Matthew’s: Mike Russell-Smith, Dick Wilkinson 
St Paul’s: Chris Sharp, Christopher Seaman 

The following were elected to the Parochial Church Council (PCC): Amanda 
Berridge, Helen Chambers, Kathleen Freeman, Alexa Heady, Talia Hedstrom, 
Jonathan Jesty (new member), Anne Odling, Linda Russell-Smith, Nathalie Schulz 
and Vicky Scott. 

The following were co-opted to the PCC: Sandra Lewis (new member) and Bill 
Lucas (non-attending), in his role as Mary Copping’s line manager. 

The PCC is made up of the churchwardens, members of the Deanery Synod (Mark 
Byford, Keith Jones and Chris Sharp), elected and co-opted members and Stephen 
Adam, Licensed Lay Minister. In July Revd Liz Stuart became a member of the PCC 
when she joined the parish as a curate. Canon Peter Seal is the Chair and Revd 
Mary Copping attends the meetings as a non-voting member. Tim Stannard 
(Chair of Finance Committee) also attends as a non-voting member. Amanda 
Berridge was elected as Honorary Treasurer and Nathalie Schulz as Honorary 
Secretary. 

Nathalie Schulz, Honorary Secretary to the PCC 

 

The rector’s report 
 

This year, more perhaps than any other, I have been very conscious of the 
amazing group of people engaged in so many areas of the life of our churches in 
our communities. I am truly thankful for the privilege of being parish priest here, 
with the oversight of so much activity that is made possible by the commitment 
of time, skills and money by so many people. The year 2019 has been a really 
good one in many ways. Together we’ve achieved a lot in many different areas of 
parish life. At a time in the life of the wider church when many parishes are facing 
big challenges and often numerical decline too, for a variety of reasons, I rejoice 
that together we are keeping strong through our shared commitment to faith in 
God, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Your elected PCC has a wide range of responsibilities and has worked 
constructively to fulfil them. I am most grateful to our churchwardens Chris 
Sharp, Christopher Seaman, Dick Wilkinson and Mike Russell-Smith, along with 
Alexa Heady in her role as assistant churchwarden at St Paul’s. (After many years’ 
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service, Chris Sharp will be stepping down at the APCM. I’m grateful to Dick who, 
despite moving to live at the far end of town, has kindly agreed to continue as 
churchwarden.) Nathalie Schulz is such a skilled and attentive PCC Secretary. It is 
a delight to have each of these people as colleagues; I thank them most warmly. 

Church of England statistics continue to report on the decline in the number of 
under-16s who attend church on a Sunday. The importance of our commitment 
to our work with children and young people and their parents cannot be 
overstated. Visitors to St Paul’s often comment on how lovely it is to have 
children and young people as an integral part of the 9.30 service. We are grateful 
to Mary Copping and her team for all their hard work and commitment. 

Western, our church school, continues to do well, with approximately 450 on roll 
(details in separate report, p. 26). The link between Western and the parish is 
vitally important, and it has been strengthened in recent months while as part of 
the Building for Life project we have been holding the Sunday 9.30 Parish 
Eucharist in the school hall. This has worked out much better than anyone could 
have expected. It is a tribute to the commitment of our 9.30 congregation that no 
one has stopped coming during this challenging time. 

Mary continues to have good relationships with the staff at Westgate Lower 
School and regularly takes assemblies. 

Peter Symonds College, recently rated ‘outstanding’ by OFSTED, continues to 
flourish as the largest A-level centre in the country, with well over 4,000 
students. I do a ‘walkabout’ on a Monday lunchtime, chatting with members of 
staff, and have a good relationship with those in the Religious Studies 
Department. Mary enjoys going to the Friday lunchtime Christian Union meeting 
to offer support and get to know the students. I am involved with the annual 
Evensong and Christmas carol service in the cathedral, as well as at occasional 
times of particular need. 

Worship is central to all we do; our two churches give us rich diversity (including 
the informal monthly St Paul’s @ 4, which Mary and her team lead and is 
wonderfully complementary). This is something for us to celebrate and promote 
actively. It’s interesting to note that a small but growing number of people travel 
to our churches on a Sunday (some up to 20 miles) because of what we offer. 

Music is a key element in the way we express our faith. We have a loyal team of 
organists at St Matthew’s for whom we are most grateful. I prepare the hymns 
rota. At Mattins we continue to sing psalms and canticles as well as hymns. 

At St Paul’s we benefit from a broad wealth of musical talent. This year we have 
continued to appreciate the skill, commitment and good humour of Ian Rees, our 
organist, who is such a valued member of our church community. He has been 
particularly supportive during our sojourn at Western. We’re grateful to Ali 
Galvin, who continues to co-ordinate the administration of music at both 
churches. (Please see her report on p. 39.) We are most grateful to Bill Lucas and 
David Blunt, who between them take responsibility for running the band at St 
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Paul’s. A special thank you to our monthly choir, whose singing adds so much to 
our worship. 

In my role of choosing the hymns for St Paul’s I am always looking for suggestions 
of new songs/hymns to broaden our repertoire. During our time at Western I’m 
grateful to Ursula Payne for carefully including hymn words in the welcome 
sheet. We learn much of our theology (what we believe about God) from the 
words we sing. I find I am becoming more and more sensitive to words that just 
don’t make sense, or actually feel wrong! 

I am always delighted when anyone has an idea and then the energy and 
commitment to develop it. Energy is the key word. When there’s energy, things 
happen. We have many, many gifted people (praise be!) – but never too many! If 
you feel drawn to greater involvement (perhaps giving something up and taking 
on something new), I am always delighted to chat. We are a people rich in ideas 
… yet to make things happen, hard work is always needed. This past year we have 
benefited greatly from the skilled commitment of a number of recently retired 
people. I keep saying, ‘Volunteering is good for your health’. 

Stewardship: this means the gift of time, skills and money. I realise afresh that 
one of my key roles is to take the lead on this, in the widest understanding. When 
talking to me about St Paul’s or St Matthew’s, people sometimes refer to ‘your 
church’ or say something like, ‘Yes, I’ll do that for you’. I understand what they 
mean but always point out that it’s ‘our church’ and that ‘what we do, we do for 
God’. Faith commitment is what really energises stewardship. The wonderful 
thing is that so many of you are highly motivated to play your part, in a way that 
fits your stage of life and other commitments. During 2019, with so much focus of 
raising funds for Building for Life, your PCC deliberately decided not to highlight 
the regular giving needs of the parish. During 2020 we need to refocus. 

Managing our monies is a considerable and growing task. In her second year as 
PCC Treasurer, and with the considerable extra demands of Building for Life, 
Amanda Berridge has again worked extremely hard and skilfully, and we are truly 
grateful to her. Our thanks also to Canon Keith Anderson, for all his dedicated 
work as our Finance Management Officer. Such is the demand and complexity of 
this role that in the middle of the year he was succeeded by a part-time 
employed qualified book keeper; a warm welcome to Irene Reggio. Bridget 
Bowden, Irene Casey, Barry Flodman and Mike and Linda Russell-Smith are 
invaluable volunteers in the finance team. Our enduring thanks to Tim Stannard, 
who processes the Gift Aid records and returns as well as chairing the Finance 
Committee and being our Legacy Officer. We have a strong and dedicated team, 
which is crucial for the ongoing management of what amounts to the turnover of 
a medium-sized and growing business. 

Our commitment to mission giving is a constant reminder of the wider church 
and world. Beyond Ourselves is a powerful theme, specially in this predominantly 
prosperous city. I am delighted that we are able to keep outward giving strong 
both by our direct giving and by collections that we enable (e.g. Christian Aid, and 
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several others over Christmas). This is especially important in the context of our 
Building for Life fund-raising. My thanks to Alexa Heady for so ably leading our 
Beyond Ourselves committee. I’m very grateful to Julie Sharp, who has so 
enthusiastically headed up our Christian Aid work in the parish for nine years. It’s 
good that Fiona Butt and Denise McKenzie have offered to take this on. 

During 2019 we continued to benefit from all the hard work to develop our 
presentation and communication (see report on p. 41). Ursula Payne in her role 
as Rector’s Assistant and Building for Life Co-ordinator has contributed an 
enormous amount to the life of the parish in many ways, especially in 
administering the Building for Life project. I am so grateful. 

The Parish Office at St Paul’s is absolutely key to the effective administration of 
our parish. (Relocation from the vestry to the Parish Rooms last autumn was a 
major undertaking. John Schulz, assisted by Richard Payne, did a superb job in 
setting up a new temporary space.) The office is the first point of contact for 
many enquiries, where people find a friendly welcome and a real willingness to 
help. It is a hive of activity. With lots of volunteers involved, the role of co-
ordinating and enabling becomes ever more important. Katy Palacio is greatly 
valued as Parish Administrator. We are so grateful for all she does. I often speak 
of what I call ‘godly administration’. There are numerous examples of this and we 
have many good systems in place. I am immensely grateful to all with whom I 
work most closely, both lay and ordained. Mary and I work well together as a 
strong team with different and complementary skills. In July were delighted to 
welcome Liz Stuart as our part-time Curate (a SSM, or Self-Supporting Minister). 
She comes with many gifts which have further strengthened the clergy team. In 
the wider staff team I acknowledge with gratitude the support of Bishop John 
Dennis, Canon Keith Anderson, Revd Neil Birkett, Canon Philip Morgan and, in 
their role as Licensed Lay Ministers, Stephen Adam and Gary Ruffell (now 
Emeritus). Stephen leads Mattins at St Matthew’s and preaches regularly at  
both churches. 

In conclusion: I find increasingly that my role is to have oversight of all that’s 
going on. I really do feel that we are a ‘modern’ parish that takes seriously the 
unique contribution that each person can make (this is known as baptismal 
ministry) – that’s why we’re thriving! The role of the parish priest remains 
essentially the same as it ever was but needs to go on changing, adapting to 
developments in both the wider church and in society. I want us to continue to 
be on the ‘front foot’, constantly analysing what is happening in the world today 
and how we should respond. We’re called, I believe, to discern the signs of the 
times, to look ahead and to trust in the ongoing activity of the Holy Spirit. 

Our mission statement, presented on the front of this review, continues to 
encapsulate what we seek to do and be, and amplifies our strapline, Pilgrims on a 
journey. In summary: there is so much in our parish that is really flourishing, 
thanks to the grace of God working through so many committed and gifted 
people. Thanks be to God. 

Peter Seal 
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Churchwardens’ report, St Paul’s 
 

It has been another year of encouragement, with a number of new people and 
families joining us for worship. 

The Building for Life project is progressing wonderfully. We are grateful to all 
those who work so hard to achieve the vision, especially Ursula Payne and  
the members of all the committees involved. Building work began in October, 
and is already looking most impressive. As of writing this report, it is also ahead 
of schedule. 

Sunday morning worship at Western School has worked out better than we had 
dared to hope. The headteacher and site manager could not have been more 
helpful, and the school hall lends itself well to an atmosphere of welcome and 
reverence. The teams preparing the hall each week have shown great dedication 
and enthusiasm, and we are grateful to Peter and Jan Walley for organising them. 

It seems that nobody has stopped attending church because of the temporary 
venue, which is again encouraging. Families are continuing to come – even 
increase in numbers – mainly due to Mary Copping’s work as Children’s and 
Youth Work Co-ordinator. We were sorry to say goodbye to our student 
assistants Aaron Burrows, Imogen Cook and Megan Maylam, but are grateful to 
them for all their work with the young people and children. 

Another major feature of 2019 was the arrival of Revd Liz Stuart as our new 
curate. Liz quickly became part of the parish family, and everybody has been 
impressed and inspired by her preaching. We are so grateful for her many gifts. 

We also want to thank the welcome and coffee teams, singers and 
instrumentalists, flower arrangers and decorators, all of whom have made 
Western School such an ideal temporary home for us. 

The committees (PCC, Beyond Ourselves, Children’s Work, Faith Development, 
Finance, Friends, Music, Pastoral Care, Property, St Matthew’s Planning) and of 
course our Parish Visitors continue to play a vital role in making the parish what it 
is. Alexa Heady continues to do great work in co-ordinating Beyond Ourselves. 

Last but by no means least, we are always grateful to Canon Peter Seal, Revd 
Mary Copping and Revd Liz Stuart for their inspired spiritual leadership, and for 
their loving care for each one of us. 

Christopher Seaman and Chris Sharp 
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Churchwardens’ report, St Matthew’s 
 

As 2019 saw the start of the renovation and re-ordering of St Paul’s, some of the 
‘special’ services were held at St Matthew’s, including Midnight Eucharist at 
Christmas for the first time for many years, which was most memorable. The All 
Souls’ service and the Advent Carols by Candlelight were as atmospheric as ever, 
with about 55 people attending – almost full to capacity. 

The Lent course organised by Christine Bennett was again successful and well 
attended. As part of the ongoing series of talks at St Matthew’s, in May we heard 
Jenny Watson and Geraldine Buchanan speaking on local recruits for World War 
1 and their backgrounds. 

We arranged for the repair of the rector’s stall, which had become unsafe; 
outside stonework repairs were completed; and the leaking hot-water pipe in the 
nave was repaired. 

The installation of the new electronic Viscount Envoy 23-S Organ, donated by Mrs 
Pat Robinson and son Iain, was completed in February, and a service of 
dedication was held on 25 May, led by Bishop John Dennis, with a recital by Ian 
Rees. The instrument’s qualities have been appreciated by organists and 
congregation alike. The stained glass windows in the organ gallery are now more 
visible, and allow in more natural light, and there is much more space in the 
gallery for singers and musicians. 

Helen Chambers and her assistants have done wonders with planting of flowers 
and shrubs in the borders of the churchyard. Grass-cutting continues to be 
managed by a volunteer. 

The annual Bring and Share Supper took place in the autumn and was well 
attended and enjoyed. The date for this in 2020 was fixed for Saturday 31 
October at 6.30 pm. 

Mike Russell-Smith and Dick Wilkinson 

 

Review of the PCC’s year 
 

The PCC met eight times, including twice in the new meeting space at St 
Matthew’s. Much of the content of these meetings is included in the committee 
reports that follow. Listed below are highlighted items that may be of interest. 

• Open churches – this is very important. St Matthew’s is open every day. I am 
grateful to the rota of volunteers who make it possible. St Paul’s was also 
open every day until building work began. 

• Children’s and Youth Work – central to St Paul’s in particular, but valued 
across the parish; regular reports received from Mary Copping. A major part of 
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Mary’s role has been to recruit, train, enable and support the work of a 
number of young adults to assist her (see report on p. 15). 

• Parish Visitors – Jan Walley continues to do excellent work as co-ordinator 
and has developed and adapted her role to meet changing needs. The PCC 
receives regular reports. We now have active links with the three health 
centres in Winchester and are establishing good working co-operation with 
our other city centre cluster parishes, as well as the St John Winchester 
Charity. 

 Stewardship renewal – time, skills and money (which now includes the 
promotion of legacies). Much careful, sensitive planning and discussion takes 
place both at Finance Committee and the PCC. A February Stewardship 
Sunday is well established. 

 The legacy scheme – last year’s publicity flyer has been distributed on a 
number of occasions, and Tim Stannard as stewardship officer has been able 
to respond to a few enquiries. Legacies are a potentially significant 
opportunity for the pledge of both small and large sums of money, which we 
need to encourage. We should actively develop this resource as a matter of 
urgency. (We note the generosity of Ken and Freda Wilkins, without which we 
would not have been able to undertake the recent building projects at St 
Matthew’s or Building for Life at St Paul’s; and the more recent substantial 
legacy from Les Scott, which we await eagerly.) 

 Volunteers – as mentioned in my rector’s report, recruiting and training 
volunteers is crucial to the ongoing life of our church community. Over 100 
roles are filled but there are always vacancies! 

• Health, safety and security – the move to Western School was challenging and 
I had to take the lead on making sure we kept the school secure and the 
congregation safe. This highlighted the need for a HSS officer on the PCC. With 
the expert help of Michelle Rodericks we are making good progress. Building 
for Life will return St Paul’s to us as a church building with the minimum of HSS 
risks, including no dangerous steps. I record here my grateful thanks to Pete 
Walley and Tim Stannard for all their help, especially in leading the weekly 
setup/clear up. 

• Safeguarding Officer – we are grateful to Niki Bray for her work in this role, 
alongside Mary Copping. Relevant safeguarding policies and procedures have 
been reviewed to ensure that we comply with our duty to have due regard to 
the House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable 
adults. They are prominently available on our website. An increasing number 
of volunteers have completed the online training. 

• Mission Action Planning – Chris Sharp has continued to lead the PCC in 
producing a new plan for the coming years.  
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• Fresh Expression – the monthly Sunday afternoon family service (St Paul’s  
@ 4) continues to be appreciated. Among those attending are some families 
who do not otherwise come to church. 

 Faith development – several homegroups have continued to meet, as well as 
Lent groups at both churches and also an Advent course at St Matthew’s. 
There was another successful men’s weekend at Hilfield Friary and a good 
Advent Quiet Day at Wisdom House, Romsey. The women’s weekend in 
November went really well. 

• Community – we record our thanks to Adrienne and Kat Marsden and Roger 
Jones for leading another splendid day. 

• Parish ‘Friends’ group – there have been a number of successful and 
enjoyable events which have raised a significant amount of money, allocated 
by the PCC to the building project at St Paul’s. We’re grateful to the valiant 
small group that keeps this going. 

• Pre-school – our regular contact and active co-operation continues to develop 
fruitfully. The adequacy of the facilities becomes more of a strain each year, 
especially the shared weekday use of toilets. The new toilets in church, 
accessed through the new door onto the play area, will greatly ease this 
tension. Termly services on a weekday (which include the toddler group) have 
continued to go well. 

• Western Church School – Mary and I continue to maintain good relationships 
and communication. 

• Administrative support – the Parish Office is the centre of administration. This 
is invaluable work as more and more people are drawn into the life of this 
vibrant parish. Continuing to recruit, encourage and support a growing team 
of volunteers is one of our key priorities as we look to the future.  

• PCC Secretary – we are grateful to Nathalie Schulz for her excellent work. 

• Care of the St Paul’s site – Roger McKearney has contributed much in his role 
as volunteer caretaker. 

• Building for Life – see below. 
Peter Seal 

 

Building for Life 
 

2019 was a really significant year for our ambitious Building for Life programme 
to transform the interior of St Paul’s, to make it fully accessible, safe, warm and 
even more welcoming. 

A huge amount of work took place during the year. The steering group was 
succeeded by the Project Assessment Group which in turn was succeeded by the 
current Project Board. Suffice it to say that the Archdeacon has been very 
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complimentary about the professionalism of our processes and management. We 
continue to realise how fortunate we are to have Antony Feltham-King of St 
Ann’s Gate Architects, Salisbury, as our project architect. 

Legacies  Funding for Building for Life at St Paul’s was kick-started by the 
generous Wilkins bequest, which allowed us to turn dreams into solid proposals 
and has provided a firm foundation for our subsequent fund-raising. In late 2018 
we were notified of a modest legacy which was received during 2019. 

Grant applications  Skilfully and energetically led by Bill Lucas, and with the 
tireless hard work of both Ursula Payne and Bryony Blazeby, our grants officer, 
we had some significant successes in 2019. 

Congregational giving  Many of the gifts from our congregations were pledged in 
summer 2017. Those pledges were honoured and received throughout 2018 and 
2019, and we give thanks for the generosity of our regular worshippers. 

Prayer support  We are a faith community and this project, which we long ago 
identified as being so crucial for the future of our parish and wider communities, 
continues to be supported with much faithful prayer. Our commitment to the 
generations that will follow us is testimony to our trust in God and his good 
purposes. In all we seek to do and be, we are conscious of the daily presence of 
God’s Holy Spirit guiding us. Thanks be to God, and here’s to the future! 

Peter Seal 

 

Winchester Cathedral 
 

People from our parish are involved with the life of our cathedral church in 
various ways: 

 I am an honorary canon and have the privilege of a stall in the choir. I serve on 
the cathedral council, which has an important role of oversight of the wide 
range of ministry and mission both in and from the cathedral. As chaplain of 
Peter Symonds College I am involved in both the annual Founder’s Day 
Evensong and the Christmas carol service. 

 Mark Byford, who continues as a valued member of our PCC and parish, is one 
of the two lay canons of the cathedral. This time-consuming role involves him 
intimately in the day-to-day management and running of the cathedral, 
especially in his role heading up the team of over 800 volunteers. Mark is an 
integral member of the worshipping life of the cathedral. 

 Kathleen Freeman, who has such a commitment to and experience of Taizé 
music, is one of the key people planning and leading the distinctive monthly 
Taizé service, which has a significant attendance and is greatly valued. 

 Bill Lucas was appointed Learning Adviser to the cathedral in autumn 2018 
and is deeply involved in developing this exciting role. 

Peter Seal 
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Winchester Deanery Synod 
 

Your PCC representatives on Deanery Synod, the governance body for local 
parishes which feeds into the Diocesan Synod’s deliberations, are Chris Sharp, 
Mark Byford and Keith Jones. Peter Seal, Mary Copping and Liz Stuart also attend. 

Over the course of this year there have been several meetings bringing together 
representatives from the parishes in the deanery to learn about initiatives and 
agree the synod’s ‘umbrella’ strategy (Mission Action Plan) for them. Arising from 
these came updates on parish staffing and finances, and a process to reconsider 
some contributions parishes make to diocesan finances. 

At previous synod meetings, Peter and Mary had presented the scope of this 
parish’s work for children and their work among students at Peter Symonds. This 
led to Mary hosting a networking event at St Paul’s for deanery churches to 
highlight our experiences and share approaches and ideas. 

In September synod focused on care of the creation, in conjunction with 
Winchester Green Week. This was an open session and considered practical ways 
for churches and people to make changes and targets that could reduce our 
impact on the environment. Out of it have come some recent parish initiatives, 
reported separately in our environment summary in this review, including Green 
Communions and a renewed drive to achieve a higher environmental standard in 
our refurbished building and our personal living. 

Synod also learned about the Winchester School of Art’s voluntary chaplaincy  
for students, begun last year by Helen May (an ordinand at St Lawrence), and 
future meetings are planned covering ministry of the elderly and the Alpha and 
Pilgrim courses. 

Keith Jones 

 

Churches Together in Winchester 
 

There were two Churches Together in Winchester (CTW) general meetings, in 
April and June 2019. Here is a summary of developments: 

 CTW review – the issue of the role of general CTW meetings was raised, with 
discussion focusing on: all churches having a designated representative; dates 
of meetings being advertised well in in advance; sharing initiatives across the 
city; prayer and encouragement; and resourcing and equipping. 

 Pentecost – CTW’s aim now is for more locally focused Pentecost celebrations, 
encouraging churches to plan individually and possibly put on mission events. 
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 Christmas market mission chalet – suggestions were invited for a new name 
for the chalet. A more prominent site should be requested. Volunteers are 
invited to join a ‘creative group’ to decide on the 2020 theme and design. 

 Joint initiatives – Space in the City series of talks at the United Church and St 
Lawrence’s; Street Pastors; Winchester Churches’ Nightshelter. 

 Dementia café – St Peter’s is progressing towards being a dementia-friendly 
church and is planning to set up a Dementia Café in Milner Hall. 

Christine Smith 

 

Children’s and Youth Work 
 

Children’s and Youth Work Committee 

The committee has continued to provide a strategic overview for Children’s and 
Youth Work in the parish and support for the parish Children’s and Youth Work 
Co-ordinator, Mary Copping, during 2019. 

The groups have settled well in the classrooms at Western School. During the 
past year the Transition and Destination groups have been well led by Aaron 
Burrows, one of our three youth assistants from the University of Winchester, 
who has been with us since October 2017. He has built and sustained good 
relationships with the young people. Megan Maylam has been working alongside 
Aaron with these two groups, leaving in December 2019 to concentrate on her 
teaching. Aaron decided to leave us in February 2020 in order to focus on his 
studies during his final year at university. Our warm thanks and good wishes for 
the future to both of them. Olli Wilson-Smith continues to help out occasionally 
with the older groups. 

Children aged 5–10 have been well led by Imogen Cook from the university and a 
good group of volunteers. She has done some great work with the children and 
has really enjoyed it. She left us in March 2020, as she planned to go to Japan for 
a few months to teach English. The Scramblers group (under-fives) is led by 
another great team of volunteers. 

Mary mentors the paid assistants and co-ordinates the groups; work with them 
has been varied and of a high quality. We continue to advertise for student 
helpers on the university website. 

There has been much contact with Western, our church school, and Peter 
Symonds College, and Mary has built a good relationship with staff at Westgate 
Lower School, leading assemblies at both primary schools. Additionally she has 
been getting to know the students at the Wednesday midday Eucharist at the 
university. 

The shows Bugsy Malone in February 2019 and The Lion King (held in Western 
School Hall in February 2020) were a great success, involving many children and 
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young people, including pupils from Western and Westgate Lower schools, plus 
three other schools. The show is a popular annual event. 

The work has been extremely well led by Mary Copping, whose role has 
continued to develop during the past 12 months, increasingly becoming one of 
co-ordinator rather than having always to be the do-er or deliverer! This brief 
report provides a good opportunity for the sub-committee to place on record our 
grateful thanks to Mary for the excellent, caring, creative and hard-working way 
she has gone about her job. 

Bill Lucas, Chair 

 

Aims of our work with under-16s 

Our aim is to involve and nurture the children and young people in our church, so 
that they feel a valuable part of our congregation and are helped to learn about 
and live out their Christian faith in their lives. 

We have had a big change since October, moving worship to Western School 
while St Paul’s is refurbished and improved. The groups have met in the 
classrooms, much to the delight of those who attend the school! This has meant 
the transporting of all the boxes of resources needed each week. But the children 
have settled in well to their new venue. 

We try to involve the children as much as possible in the Sunday morning 
services. There is a children’s story at the beginning and all the children process 
with banners at the end. They do the reading and say prayers at the Family 
Communion services on the first Sunday of each month. They also contribute as 
servers, processing with candles at the beginning and end of services. 

 

Sunday morning groups 

These are Scramblers (pre-school age); Climbers (ages 4–6) and Explorers (ages 
7–8) together; and Destination (ages 9–12) and Transition (age 13+) together. 
The groups are held every Sunday morning apart from the first week of the 
month and are led by many willing volunteers. We also employ students from the 
University of Winchester (part-time) to lead the groups. During 2019 these were 
Aaron Burrows and Megan Maylam for the young people and Imogen Cook for 
the children. (We are preparing to welcome a new youth assistant in 2020.) The 
children and young people have enjoyed the leadership of the students and they 
in turn have enjoyed being part of our church family. 

We have been introducing our young people to a variety of different churches 
and Christian denominations in Winchester in the hope of demonstrating the 
diversity of beliefs that exist even within Christianity. These have included St 
Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, Hope Church and the United Church. Afterwards 
we go to Pizza Express to discuss the differences and similarities over lunch. All 
who go find this a really valuable experience. 
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Highlights of the year 

Annual Show  We have a drama workshop each year at St Paul’s and at the  
end put on a show; in 2019 we staged the story of Bugsy Malone, which was 
really popular. It was choreographed by Bronwen Dixie, who works with the 
Florian School of Dance and Chichester Stage School. Many children and families 
were involved from Westgate Lower School and Western, our church school. (In 
February 2020 we put on The Lion King at Western School, again choreographed 
by Bronwen Dixie.) 

Easter  Child-friendly activities included the Good Friday family service, making 
the Easter garden on Holy Saturday, and on Easter Day the popular Easter egg 
hunt during part of the service, which many children and families enjoyed. 

Community Day  The theme for 2019 was ‘The Greatest Showman’. As always, 
there was a lively children’s zone with face-painting, applying tattoos, nail-
painting and craft activities. Many people enjoyed the animal farm, bouncy 
castle, ice cream van and candy floss stall. 

Christmas  Child-friendly activities included a Christingle service held at Western 
School and an Animal Nativity in St Paul’s car park, presenting the Christmas story 
with donkeys and sheep for realism – a lot of people came to this and, for some 
families, it was their only Christmas service. We sang carols and had hot 
chocolate in the church afterwards, with craft activities for the children. The 
Nativity Service on Christmas Eve was held in the dining hall of Winchester 
University, by kind permission of the First Deputy Vice-Chancellor (our curate, 
Revd Professor Liz Stuart), and we were given a lovely welcome by the university. 
A dramatic presentation of the story with the children involved, it was well 
attended, with children dressed up as figures from the Nativity. Our family 
service on Christmas Day was also attended by lots of excited children. 

 

Other initiatives 

St Paul’s @ 4  This is an informal afternoon service on the third Sunday of the 
month. It is an opportunity for us to invite young families, and we have singing 
accompanied by a guitar, prayers, a story from the Bible and related crafts, 
followed by sandwiches and cake. 

Toddler group  This is run on Thursday mornings by Victoria McCabe, a mum 
from St Paul’s, supported by a team from St Paul’s and St Barnabas’. Many new, 
non-church families attend and find a relaxed atmosphere where they can chat 
while the children play and sing. 

St Paul’s Pre-school  We have good links with the community pre-school that 
meets Mondays to Fridays in St Paul’s Hall. They generally come into St Paul’s for 
an under-fives’ service each term, joined by members of the toddler group and 
other families; during building works it has been held in the hall. 
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Schools, college and university  I continue to take assemblies at Western Church 
School and Westgate Lower School, and also visit Peter Symonds Christian Union 
and the Eucharist at the University of Winchester. 

Mary Copping 

 

Storytellers 

The storytellers have continued with great diligence and astuteness to draw  
out the essence of the gospel reading for the children at the 9.30 service at St 
Paul’s/Western School. Their skill in distilling the message to a single theme or 
sentence has been captured week on week. 

The number of children, primarily aged 3–7, coming to the front for the story has 
swung between a dozen to as few as two or three on occasions. This has been a 
cause for concern over the years, especially at holiday times, and more recently 
during our stay at Western School. The opinions of parents and many of those 
involved were canvassed but nothing conclusive could be drawn from them. The 
‘story’ always falls on the equally fertile soil of the older generations, so it never 
falls by the wayside. 

The lack of staging has altered the dynamics of storytelling at Western School, 
where there’s no ‘sitting comfortably’ on the dais, as at St Paul’s. For taking this 
in their stride we are ever grateful to Fiona Butt, Mary Copping, Sandra Lewis,  
Bill Lucas, Barney Lynch, Magnus McCabe, Adrian McKenzie, Will Ridpath, Peter 
Seal, Liz Stannard and Liz Stuart, and we thank them for their devotion to their 
ministry for the young minds. 

James Clay 

 

Faith Development Group 
 

This group seeks to ask questions about what might encourage growth and 
development in faith within the parish and what activities might be promoted.  
It then tries to initiate and/or support activities that would enable those ideas. 
Finally, it reviews what has been done, in order to make informed decisions for 
the future. 

The FDG does not typically address matters concerned with regular worship 
within the liturgical cycle, unless asked for input by our clergy. Typical of the 
matters covered are: 

 Lent and Advent courses in the parish 
 homegroups 
 initiatives from elsewhere, e.g. the global prayer movement ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come’ 
 away events: men’s weekend; women’s weekend; New Wine, etc. 
 suitable courses to run in the parish 
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 new people/nurture initiatives 
 other faith-orientated events and initiatives such as welcome booklets; Back 

to Church Sunday; Advent readings booklets 
 external faith-focused relationships: Westgate Lower and Western Church 

schools, Peter Symonds College, diocese 

We have actively sought new members with limited success, but would warmly 
welcome volunteers. 

Michael Joseph 

 

Parish groups 
 

St Matthew’s Lent course 

Our Wednesday morning sessions were based on a York course entitled On the 
Third Day, by Bishop John Pritchard. A different person led each session and this 
worked well. Practically, it is much easier to find leaders for a single session than 
a whole course, but it also gives people the opportunity to experience different 
kinds of approach and delivery. Leaders chose what to focus on each time, as it is 
not possible to deliver all the material provided for each session. On the Third 
Day looked at the evidence for the resurrection and its implications. It then 
considered personal discipleship in the light of the resurrection and, finally, how 
we should celebrate and pray at Easter. 

Christine Bennett 

 

Advent course 

This followed the same pattern as the Lent course described above, with a 
different leader each week. Sessions were based on the York course Who are we 
praying to? Praying is such a great part of our lives as Christians, and there was a 
lot of discussion about the topics raised. They included praying with persistence, 
praying in the face of unanswered prayer, praying for the marginalised and, 
finally, examining the concept of prayer and covenant. The York courses provide 
a huge amount of material and pose questions for discussion aimed at getting 
plenty of response from those taking part. 

Christine Bennett 

 

Homegroups 

Daytime book group  The book group meets on the first Monday of each month 
at 2 pm in members’ homes. We are a small group and would love to attract new 
people. Our readings always involve a lot of discussion, and we draw on our own 
life experiences over a cup of tea and biscuits. The aim is to read a new book 
each month, or take two months if the book is a long one. As well as discussing 
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what we have read, we sometimes read out a passage that has a particular 
resonance. 

Towards the end of 2019 we decided to revamp the format to extend our range 
of book choices, starting with The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver at the 
beginning of 2020. 

Christine Bennett 

 

Tuesday homegroup  We meet at Walnut Grove on the first and third Tuesday of 
each month, 7.45–9.15 pm. There have been seven in the group through 2019 
and we have room for more, with transport available. 

We studied the gospel reading from the previous Sunday and thus followed the 
lectionary through the year. This means that each evening stands on its own and 
is open to new members for a taster at any time, without coming in half way 
through a programme. The study of scripture remains the backbone of what we 
do. It serves us well to use the Benedictine practice of lectio divina, whereby a 
passage is read three times, interspersed with a short period of silence allowing 
for reflection and meditation, before lively discussion. 

James Clay 

 

Thursday homegroup  We meet fortnightly, usually in our home, and with breaks 
for the main holiday seasons. After tea and cake we follow a variety of study 
material aimed at deepening our understanding of our faith and how it relates to 
God’s world. This year we have studied Faith without Illusions, a book that looks 
at disillusionment and cynicism within Christian communities and contrasts it 
with the lament, criticism and challenge to be found in the Bible. We have also 
studied Henri Nouwen’s Return of the Prodigal Son, based on his long study of 
Rembrandt’s painting of this subject. He explores his own identification, at 
different times, with the main characters in the painting, and we too were 
challenged to explore what they might mean for our relationship with God. In 
addition, we have had a couple of sessions in which we looked at the sermon 
preached at St Paul’s the previous Sunday. 

For the period after Easter 2020 we are planning once again to follow a course of 
studies based on a film. This is something we have done fruitfully before; it is a 
way to get out of ‘churchy’ language and assumptions and engage with what the 
secular world is saying. 

We are always keen to welcome new members, whether long-term or for one set 
of studies, or just for a session or two, so do contact us if you may be interested. 

Peter and Irene Casey 
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Christian meditation 

The Christian meditation evening has been running for a few years and welcomes 
people from St Paul’s and other churches or backgrounds. Our roots are in the 
tradition of the World Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM). We gather 
around candles and an icon of Jesus, listen to a short reading, then share a  
period of silence lasting 20 to 30 minutes. This ends with a closing prayer, and a 
chance to talk a little afterwards. Newcomers come from time to time and are 
always welcome. 

Being in silence together is rich, profoundly nourishing and replenishing. A space 
inside us grows for God and his loving action within us, each of us as we need; 
and the fruits of meditation begin to grow in the rest of our lives and prayer. 
Meditation in the WCCM tradition reconnects us with the Desert Fathers, with 
Christian contemplatives and with Jesus himself. WCCM have meditation groups 
throughout the world; have taken meditation to schools, the business world and 
the NHS; and in Britain run a series of varied and interesting workshops, quiet 
days and retreats in their centre in London and throughout the country. For 
further information, see their website, www.wccm.org. 

Kathleen Freeman 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship 

For over 70 years the BRF has been offering guidance for private daily Bible 
reading through commentaries on selected passages, from individual books or 
following a chosen theme. Small booklets, each covering four months’ daily 
reading, are now available in different versions to suit all needs. 

A group of eight readers at St Paul’s have this year been subscribing and  
receiving the booklets of their choice. Two have recently dropped out, and we 
would welcome new recruits, especially from St Matthew’s. Readers find the 
booklets helpful in explaining obscure passages, and to maintain a daily reading 
discipline. Please contact Geoffrey Burnaby on birchmore1@talktalk.net or 
865432 for details. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

 

Email prayer group 

The weekly prayer email is one way of coming together as a church community to 
clothe all that we are and do with prayer, and to entrust the present and the 
future of our two churches to God. 

With this in mind, it is circulated to a number of people with suggestions for our 
prayers. Some may pray at the same time each week, others when they are able; 
but there can be a sense of our prayers uniting as we all follow the topics, each 
praying in our own way. 
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The suggestions are drawn mainly from the welcome sheet, from PCC meetings 
and minutes, the parish magazine and requests from individuals. Nothing is too 
big or small – we pray over our church community, our prayer life and services 
together, over weekly meetings and gatherings, finances, projects including 
Building for Life and our vision for the future of our churches and, importantly, 
we pray for the charities we support and those beyond ourselves. 

Our hope can be that every individual in our churches will flourish, and that we 
and our churches may be God’s light in the world as he intends. 

Kathleen Freeman 

 

Parish events 
 

Advent Quiet Day 

A day shared between the cluster parishes in the city centre, this was led by Revd 
Amanda Goulding, assistant priest at St Bartholomew, St Lawrence and St 
Swithun. The theme, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, allowed us to reflect on 
how the light of Christ can so often seem eclipsed by the darkness of the world 
around us, and yet we can take heart from all that is good and creative and 
beautiful. The quiet was punctuated with readings, poetry, music and talks within 
the context of a ‘stretched’ Eucharist. Wisdom House was a hospitable venue and 
the garden labyrinth proved popular, with the sunshine providing suitable light 
and shade as we walked it. The next Advent Quiet Day is scheduled to be at 
Wisdom House on Saturday 28 November 2020. 

Amanda Goulding 
 

Community Day 

The 2019 Community Day raised a total of £4,612 after expenses, with stall 
profits as follows: 

Stall/activity Sum raised 

BBQ £532.30 

Beer tent £202.90 

Books, DVDs, CDs £164.20 

Bottle tombola £295 

Bouncy castle £94.85 

Bric-à-brac £399.37 

Café £585 

Cakes £433.50 

Candle stall £20 

Candy floss £28.50 
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Children’s zone £125.64 

Coconut shy £153.81 

Dog show  £16 

Explorers £40.50 

Gate £404.64 

Ice cream £40 

Plants £279 

Raffle £580 

Sweets £113.47 
 

For the 11th year, St Paul’s laid on a memorable, fun-filled Community Day  
in May. It’s a wonderful day that has become such an integral part of our  
annual calendar and is highly anticipated by so many people in and around  
our community. 

Our theme for 2019 was the circus, inspired by the recent film The Greatest 
Showman, based on the life of P. T. Barnum. With the knowledge that we were 
due to leave St Paul’s as our place of worship in the autumn, it felt right that we 
should go out on a bang! Our church was transformed into a circus tent, which 
took everyone’s breath away … not least when our finale act, Phoebe Hoyle of 
Cirque de Silk, performed a spectacular aerial display. 

As ever, lots of people pulled their sleeves up and got involved in so many 
different ways, not only in the weeks and months leading up to the event and 
during the big day itself, but also in all the hard work that goes in returning the 
church to normal for the next day’s Sunday morning service. 

There was a wonderful mix of old favourites such as the bouncy castle, animal 
farm, face-painting, hair-braiding and stalls overflowing with hidden treasures. 
Visitors were treated to lots of local produce: delicious homemade cakes, ice-
cream, burgers and hot-dog sausages, plus refreshing Alfred Brewery’s beer and 
local gin. Huge thanks to the stallholders, who respected our aspiration to keep 
our carbon footprint to a minimum by using biodegradable products and having 
plenty of washer-uppers on hand throughout the day. 

We were entertained by local groups and acts including St Paul’s Pre-school, St 
Paul’s Barbershop Quartet, Western Church School, our own musician Will 
Ridpath with his godson, local performer Marvin Naylor and Florian School of 
Dance. The dog and circus costume competitions were really popular and 
provided some great photos for a full-page article in the Hampshire Chronicle. 
And finally, our raffle brought the day to a wonderful conclusion. 

Adrienne Marsden 
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Parish camping 

No parish camping event took place in 2019 but Harriet Hide is organising a 
weekend in July 2020. 

Henrietta Lucas 

 

Community-related activities 
 

Community hub 

St Matthew’s  Since the major works in 2016–17, St Matthew’s has become a 
lovely space to hold small groups, meetings and talks. In 2019 it was used for 
local history talks, Puzzlers’ Club, school visits, an organ recital in conjunction 
with the dedication of the wonderful new organ and several other ‘in-house’ 
groups. This beautiful medieval community space with kitchenette and modern 
toilet facilities is available to hire, and we hope its usage will continue to grow in 
2020 and beyond. Do contact the Parish Office if you’d be interested. 

St Paul’s  From Pre-school to Pilates and from yoga to youth film nights, you’ll see 
from the table that follows what a varied selection of groups we have using the 
church, hall and parish rooms at St Paul’s. Hiring these spaces out is a large part 
of the parish administrator’s role, and I’m really happy to be working with the 
wonderful people who benefit from using our spaces and who help to make us 
the community hub we are. I would like to thank our regular hirers, who have 
coped admirably with some of the changes temporarily put in place whilst the 
church is out of use. 

Katy Palacio 

 

Groups from the parish and wider community using the St Paul’s site, 2019 

Notes 
- children’s events annual footfall figures include children, staff and parents 
collecting 
- worship not included; a conservative annual footfall estimate is 7,250, with 
average users at Sunday services 123 adults and 20 children 

Group Frequency of use Average 
user 
number 

Annual 
footfall 

Pre-school in St Paul’s 
Hall 

32½ hours per week (daily, 
Mon–Fri term time) 

28 11,110 

Ballet classes 21¼ hours per week (term 
time, 27 different weekly 
groups) 

10–20 18,500 

Toddler group 2 hours per week  20 780 
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Pilates Monday 3 hours per week (term time, 
3 classes) 

13 500 

Pilates Wednesday am 3 hours per week (term time, 
2 classes) 

16 335 

Pilates Wednesday pm 3 hours per week (term time, 
2–3 classes) 

10–15 500 

Pilates Thursday 1 hour per week 10 470 

French class 1 hour per week 10 470 

Meditation 2 hours per week 10 470 

HCC yoga Wednesday 1 hour per week 10 470 

HCC yoga Friday 1 hour per week 10 470 

Summer yoga 4 times per year (1 hour) 8 35 

Kettle Bells (fitness class) 1 hour per week 5 190 

Guitar lesson 1 hour per week 2 80 

Winchester Shape Note 
Singing 

4 hours per month (2 classes) 15 360 

Crèche during 9.30 am 
Sunday service 

1 hour per week 3 120 

Children’s group during 
9.30 am Sunday services 

1 hour per week 15 600 

Youth group during 9.30 
am Sunday services 

1 hour per week 3 120 

Singing group rehearsals 1 hour per month 10 90 

Singing workshops occasional 30 30 

Carol service rehearsals annual 40 80 

Organ practice (open to 
community members – 
not just for services) 

3 hours per week (2 people, 1 
hour for one, 2 hours for the 
other) 

2 120 

Flower arranging 1 hour per week 2 80 

Informal café 2.5 hours per month 15 135 

Rooms & hall used for 
parties 

3 times per month (approx.) 40 1,440 

Management committee 
(PCC) 

6 times per year (2 hours) 18 110 

Building for Life steering 
group 

1 hour per month 8 30 

Building for Life fund-
raising group 

2 hours per month 6 12 

Community Day 
preparation meetings 

6 times per year (2 hours) 5 30 

Community Day annual (all day) 700+ 700+ 
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Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul events 

annual 200 200 

Pre-school staff meetings 6 times per year (1 hour) 5 30 

Pre-school welcome for 
new families 

annual (1 hour) 50 50 

Pre-school AGM annual 15 15 

School visits once in 2019 70 70 

Concerts: Winchester 
Camerata 

once in 2019 160 160 

Faith Development group 5 times per year (2 hours) 6 30 

Property Committee 5 times per year (2 hours) 6 30 

Lent course 5 weekly sessions (2¼ hours) 30 150 

Beyond Ourselves 4 times per year (2 hours) 6 25 

English Naturally student 
meetings 

annual (full day) 40 40 

Annual Show annual (full day) 40 105 

Oxford Mission 2 times per year (3–4 hours) 10 20 

Mothers’ Union 2 times per year (2 hours) 10 20 

St Matthew’s Supper annual (2 hours) 40 40 

Polling Station local 
election 

annual (15 hours) 800 800 

Polling Station general 
election 

every 4 years (15 hours) 800 800 

Pre-School parents’ 
evenings 

annual (3 hours) 50 50 

Meetings with wedding 
couples 

5 per year (as required) 2 10 

Meetings with funeral 
families 

13 per year (as required) 2 26 

Funerals 5 in 2019 40 200 

Thanksgiving services (in 
addition to funerals) 

2 in 2019 40 80 

Parish Visitor training 2 per year 15 30 

Rooms & hall used for 
local 
business/community-
type meetings 

8 times per year (approx.) 15 120 

Local residents’ & 
business parking 

365 days per year 12 4,420 

New in 2019    

Leprosy Mission one off 10 10 
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Christian Aid talk one off 25 25 

English Project lecture one off 100 100 

WinACC twice in 2019 5 10 

Steve Brine MP 
Southwestern Trains 
public meeting 

one off 50 50 

Western Primary School 
governors’ meeting 

one off 14 14 

Western School leavers’ 
assembly 

annual 170 170 

Deanery children and 
families evening 

one off 25 25 

Youth film evening one off 12 12 

Youth games night one off 12 12 

Piano rehearsals twice weekly for 5 months (1 
person) 

1 40 

Building for Life Project 
Assessment Team 

2 hours per week 10 100 

Building for Life Project 
Board 

2 hours per month 9 18 

Total annual footfall   46,544 

 

Western Church School links 

We continue to have strong links with Western, our local church primary school, 
which is attended by many children who live in the parish and worship regularly 
or occasionally at St Paul’s. Mary Copping and I each conduct an assembly twice a 
term and visit individual classes, and I visit one lunchtime each week. This gives 
me a strong pastoral connection with staff and children (which was commented 
on positively at the OFSTED inspection last year). 

It is always a delight to be able to welcome children and staff to St Paul’s during 
school time and at special Sunday services. We look forward to welcoming them 
again next school year. 

The governing body has had another busy and productive year. Every time I visit 
Western I give thanks to God for the extraordinary commitment and enduring 
hard work of the staff, and for the children who are so friendly and polite. The 
PCC foundation governors have been Liz Stannard (until the summer) and Vicki 
Tibbitts. We are really grateful to Vicki, who is an excellent Chair of Governors, 
and thank Liz Stannard for all she contributed over the past three years. It has 
been good to welcome Helen Jesty as her successor. We enjoy working with the 
head teacher and all the staff as we seek to further develop links creatively 
between the school and parish. 
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Since October the 9.30 Parish Eucharist has been held in the school hall. We are 
most grateful to Peter Burbridge and his staff for their warm welcome and 
ongoing support. 

Peter Seal 

 

Parish Visitors 

 24 active Parish Visitors (PVs) continued to visit 30+ formally, with 
considerable informal support co-ordinated through the PV network, at 
church events and services. 

 PV Co-ordinator (PVC) meetings held with Jan Walley (JW); issues cascaded to 
teams restructured to three, reflecting group activity levels. 

 One-to-ones for all PVs provided valuable support; JW for each PVC followed 
by PVC for their team members. 

 Established formal links and agreed referral process with St John’s Charity and 
church cluster colleagues. We are ‘third-party providers’ – giving support to 
those referred by GP surgeries through St John’s Hand-in-Hand Co-ordinators 
to cluster parishes. System welcomed by GPs, as St John’s have agreed 
established protocols with the surgeries. This enables church PVs to focus on 
core skills of supporting those who are lonely with minimal procedural and 
paperwork requirements. Two referrals successfully established. JW explained 
this new initiative at deanery synod. 

 Cluster links further reinforced at PV training session led by St John’s Hand-in-
Hand Co-ordinators in March, joined by 16 cluster colleagues. 

 Joint cluster training to revisit our listening skills held in October, led by 
Belinda Smith. 

 Valuable training session on dementia given by Janet Sparkes in November. 

 Six potential parish referrals explored by JW, resulting in two formal PV 
relationships. 

 Bishop’s Commission for Mission training attended by one trainee; now 
established as PV. 

 Eastacre links maintained despite dwindling support; carol service held at 
Tegfield House. 

 PV library valued as resource. 

 ‘Tea with friends’ monthly teas continue to provide company and support for 
around 10 people, well supported by PVs. 

 Death anniversary cards delivered by PV; a valuable way of identifying 
potential need. 

 Support for the young included commitment to toddler group, baptisms, pre-
school services and the monthly family services. 
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 Thanks for the prayer links from our own pray-er and being remembered in 
the parish’s prayers. 

Jan Walley, Co-ordinator 

 

Weeke Mothers’ Union 

A full programme included a Soup and Sweet Lunch and a cream tea in aid of the 
‘Away from it all’ project. A Pancake and Beetle Drive Party raised funds for MU 
projects both at home and abroad, including literacy and parenting programmes. 

Members attend the Lady Day and Wave of Prayer services and prayers in the 
cathedral’s lovely Epiphany Chapel on the first Wednesday of the month at 10.30 
am. The theme for 2020 is ‘Building Hope and Confidence’ and our speakers will 
include Stella Roberts talking about this; Ellie Payne on ‘The girl I want to be’; and 
Gill Watkin on the Invisible Walls Project at Winchester Prison. 

The Weeke Branch of the MU includes St Matthew’s, St Paul’s and St Barnabas’. 
Unfortunately our numbers have fallen to 13 plus two from the diocese. There 
are only two members from St Paul’s. Membership is open to all – ladies, gents, 
married, single – so if you would like to know more about the worldwide MU 
please contact me as below. The branch meets at St Barnabas’ on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 2.30 pm. 

Brenda Pomeroy (864047) 

 

St Paul’s Coffee Pot, a pop-up café 

The monthly St Paul’s Coffee Pot continued running in the church until the 
building works started. We had a core group attending regularly, including 
children and staff from St Paul’s Pre-school, but it was always lovely welcoming 
new people. Numbers attending averaged around 20 adults and 18 pre-school 
children. 

The primary aim has always been a social event rather than fund-raising, but 
attendees donated approx. £500 for Building for Life. We joined forces with St 
Paul’s Pre-school to host a Macmillan Coffee Morning in September, which 
attracted a different crowd and raised £220. 

Thank you to all who have supported the Coffee Pot, either by enjoying the cake 
and coffee, or by helping in different ways. Special thanks to Carol Bush, Irene 
Casey, Peter Casey, Sandra Kane and Steph Toosey. We hope to be back! 

Harriet Hide 

 

Men’s group 

After a lapse for a while at the start of the year, we had monthly meetings at the 
Roebuck Inn, and these have largely been well supported and enjoyed. Many of 
the group went on the annual weekend at Hilfield Friary, and the numbers 
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attending there each year are proof of the popularity of this establishment. There 
is now a rolling calendar for the monthly meetings between Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays on the 2nd week of the month. 

Mike Russell-Smith, Co-ordinator 

 

Women’s group 

The women’s group welcomes 10 to 15 members each month in the local pub for 
supper and informal chat. There’s a happy, friendly atmosphere, and having time 
for proper conversation is valuable. Although nearly everyone comes to one of 
our churches, the group offers space for some for whom church is not a regular 
part of their lives, where they can feel welcomed and get to know us. We’re 
always glad to see new faces, with no pressure to come every month. 

Having run the women’s group for many years since setting it up, I handed over 
the reins in August. Sue Walker kindly took on the role of hosting and booking, 
with Ursula Payne covering administration. 

Julia Seal 

 

Toddler group 

St Paul’s toddler group continues to meet on Thursday mornings (term-time)  
and attracts around eight children each week. We have regular mums, dads, 
grandparents and carers and a steady flow of new people attending. During 
recent weeks more young children have joined. It is a relaxed and informal group, 
which is appreciated by those who come. 

The format remains the same, with play and craft (which both children and adults 
enjoy!), snacks for the children (tea/coffee and biscuits for the adults) and 
singing. We are able to make use of the outdoor space, which is particularly 
appreciated during summer months. 

We have formed a rota of helpers so there are always two of us there each week; 
and we meet once each term to form the next term’s rota and discuss any 
changes we’d like to make. One summer evening we had a toy sort-out, which 
was fun and will be repeated. It also helped with the subsequent move of the toy 
storage for the building works. We now have six on the rota, which is wonderful, 
and would love to welcome more! We also really like having visitors. Mary 
Copping drops in regularly and Silvia Brown, the pre-school Supervisor, joins us 
for singing/craft occasionally. So please do pop in if you are passing to say hello, 
have a cup of tea/coffee and see what goes on. 

Mary thanks to the team for doing such wonderful work. 
Victoria McCabe 
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Ride + Stride 

Thanks to all the volunteers who generously gave their time to welcome visitors 
to St Paul’s and St Matthew’s for this year’s Ride + Stride, held on 14 September. 
Thousands of people were cycling, walking, running or driving around the 
county’s historic churches and chapels for Hampshire and the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust’s annual event, generously raising money for these wonderful 
buildings. 

St Paul’s welcomed 19 visitors, St Matthew’s 24. General feedback and 
comments were most encouraging – particularly interest shown for the future 
alterations to St Paul’s, and also appreciation of the sense of tranquillity and 
warmth of welcome visitors received. 

We were delighted to note cyclists from Southampton, Romsey and surrounding 
villages, including King’s Somborne, West Wellow and even as far afield as 
Petworth. Walkers local to Winchester included visitors from the cathedral, St 
Lawrence’s, St Barnabas’, and All Saints’. 

Heather Ellis, Co-ordinator 

 

Trinity Centre 

The provision of groceries by Sainsbury’s, Aldi, M&S and Greggs is vital in helping 
to provide good, nourishing meals for the clients of the centre. One of the ways 
we assist is to collect food from Sainsbury’s and Aldi and take it to the Trinity 
Centre. It involves using your car to transport boxes of food. They are put in the 
car by store staff and taken out by staff or clients at the centre. It is quickly done 
and not onerous – e.g. one hour once a month, or whatever you are willing to 
offer. If someone could offer to help it would be most welcome. The other way 
we assist is by giving one third of our harvest gifts, and sometimes donations of 
warm clothes that are left at church, which are appreciated. 

Linda Russell-Smith and I went to a presentation for volunteers at the centre and 
we were impressed by all that they do and are achieving; but they do need 
volunteers and donations to continue their work. If you feel you could help, do 
get in touch. 

Sue Walker 

 

Basics Bank 

We support the Basics Bank mainly at harvest time, when we send a third of our 
harvest gifts that have been donated. At the moment we lack a parish link 
person. It would be great if someone would be willing to do this so that we would 
know what is happening at the Basics Bank and how we might best help. 

Sue Walker 
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Nightshelter 

The Nightshelter is open 365 days a year and offers an essential lifeline and first 
port of call for those in crisis. It provides accommodation and food, a safe and 
caring temporary home and specialist support, helping to restore self-esteem, 
develop skills and support people back into long-term accommodation and 
independent living. Its aim is to enable people to rebuild their lives and break the 
cycle of homelessness. Throughout 2019 the Nightshelter served over 12,000 
meals, provided over 250 hours of free counselling and psychotherapy and 
helped 47 people to move on to long-term accommodation. 

Our gifts to the Nightshelter continued through 2019 until St Paul’s closed for 
building work in October and were gratefully received by the staff and residents. 
The box in St Paul’s was often overflowing with items requested, plus the odd 
extra treat for residents! 

A list of the most wanted items can always be found on the Nightshelter’s 
website, www.wcns.org. Thank you to all who show their support in this way. The 
Nightshelter is open for donations 9 am–2 pm and after 6 pm on weekdays and, 
once St Paul’s re-opens, donations can also be left there once again. However, 
please take large items (coats, sleeping bags, etc.) directly to the Nightshelter. 
Occasionally there is a request for electrical or larger items (such as vacuum 
cleaners or irons) for residents in their new accommodation. Please contact the 
Nightshelter direct on admin@wcns.org.uk if you have something to offer. 

Katy Palacio 

 

Friends of the Family 

Friends of the Family faced a challenging year in 2019 with the finish of a National 
Lottery grant. There were some worrying times as we realised we would be 
facing a budget deficit. This gave the trustees the added momentum to re-
evaluate their roles and create a fund-raising plan to continue the excellent work 
done with mums, dads and children in the Winchester area. 

We had a successful garden opening, a profitable quiz and were delighted when 
we secured three years of funding for our 5–13 group of children and volunteers 
from the Henry Smith Charity. We have also been fortunate in acquiring some 
substantial donations through letters to our supporters and members. We 
continue our vital assistance to parents suffering with complex mental health 
conditions, who receive regular support and free counselling from us. The work 
with dads in prison continues to be much in demand and we have had some 
successful grants for it. 

We very much appreciate the work done by our staff and volunteers supporting 
over 65 families in Winchester last year. We are indebted to the Quakers and the 
Salvation Army, who provide us with premises. Many Winchester churches give 
an annual donation, which is so necessary for the continued work we do locally. 

Viv Wheeler, Chair of Trustees 
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Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 

The Friends raise funds to support the maintenance and improvement of our two 
church buildings through social events, membership subscriptions and donations. 

Four events were arranged this year, all much appreciated by those who 
attended. ‘An evening with Christopher Seaman’ at St Paul’s in February 
attracted a large crowd and raised a substantial sum in ticket sales. Another 
‘evening’, this time with Peter Seal in July, was equally successful. 

A small group joined a ferry up the Thames to Kew Gardens in October, avoiding 
a heavy downpour, and in November a larger group enjoyed an evening at 
Winchester College’s amazing Treasury Museum. 

In the past few years £11,000 has been contributed to the costs of repairing and 
re-ordering St Matthew’s Church, and £6,000 passed to the PCC to support the 
Building for Life appeal at St Paul’s. This year a further £3,000 was contributed to 
the BfL appeal. 

The six members of the Friends committee met six times during the year. The 
Chair now passes from member to member from time to time. The number of 
Friends continues to increase, offset by occasional departures; we now have 30 
family and 28 individual memberships. New members are always welcome. 
Details of how to join can be obtained at the Parish Office. 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Chairman 

 

Holy Communion at residential homes 

Bereweeke Court  Sue Walker and I continue to take Holy Communion every 
month to the residents and also visit residents in their rooms. Activities Co-
ordinators have changed but we have always managed to be in touch to arrange 
our visits. 

Last year we held a variety of services including Palm Sunday, when we gave each 
of the residents and the staff a palm cross; Christmas carol singing, with people 
from St Paul’s and St Matthew’s going along to sing lots of carols and read 
familiar passages from the Bible; and a funeral of a resident, as the family had got 
to know me and Sue through our visits. It is always sad when we arrive and ask 
after someone and are told that they died a while ago. 

The residents enjoy singing familiar hymns and saying the familiar words of the 
Holy Communion service, and they are often very moved when receiving the 
sacrament. Sue and I value our visits to this home and many of the people have 
become good friends. 

Mary Copping 

 

Eastacre  Since the last report Stephen Adam and I have continued to take Holy 
Communion to Eastacre on a monthly basis. As residents have died we are now 
down to providing this service to just one person. Another resident does often 
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come and sit in the room with us but, although contributing to any discussion we 
may have, does not participate in communion. We tend to learn of any important 
incidents that may have occurred, and prayer and support are always offered, but 
generally we don’t make any further inroads. 

This year the annual carol service did not take place and we suggested people 
could attend the service at Tegfield House. We have had various discussions as to 
how we could increase attendance, but so far without success. This is largely due 
to the lack of a resident warden and inability to access a secure building even to 
deliver flyers. However, we remain committed to our remaining resident and will 
continue to welcome anyone else who shows an interest. 

Libby Wallis 

 

Wheeler Jones Trust 

The Trust was set up for the relief of parishioners of St Matthew’s and St Paul’s 
and now includes St Barnabas’. In 1982 its scope was widened to include not only 
people attending the parish churches, but also those attending schools and 
institutions within the parishes who live outside the parish boundaries. 

Over the year the Trust has helped a single mother caught up in the Universal 
Credit trap and helped with the costs of residential school trips for three families 
from Harestock unable to pay fully. Grants were given to three Peter Symonds 
students travelling to their Ugandan project. A family with a child at Lanterns 
Nursery was given a grant to help with specialist music lessons. The Trust 
continues to pay for lifeline personal alarms for nine parishioners. 

As at 31 December the value of the Trust’s investments was £124,959. Income 
was £4,500 and expenditure £2,850. 

Revd Canon Peter Seal and Revd Ed Dines, both trustees, would be pleased to 
hear of any need you may be aware of. 

Brenda Pomeroy 

 

Outreach activities 
 

Beyond Ourselves Committee 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. (Matthew 22: 39) 

 In 1997 this committee supported USPG, CMS and Crosslinks to a total of 
£3,000. Nine other charities were added in 1998 and more than £5,000 was 
donated. Since then the largest sum given was £14,000 in 2003 and the 
smallest £2,500 in 2010. In 2015 support was £12,063, which included an 
anonymous donation. 
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 Over the years USPG and CMS have continued to receive our gifts. Other 
charities have been supported for many years, some for a few and others with 
a one-off donation. 

 Our name was changed from ‘Home and Overseas’ to ‘Beyond Ourselves’ in 
2014 to better express the breadth of our involvement. 

 In 2019 we supported 23 charities – local, national and international. Our 
budget was £10,000, as it has been since 2016. 

 A local Langley House project to help prisoners closed, and we are now going 
to help Spurgeons and their work in our local prison supporting families. 

 Looking forward, we hope we shall continue to have a budget, out of the 
General Fund, of £10,000 or more, enabling us to carry out our important 
Christian commitment to help people in greatest need. 

Beyond Ourselves giving in 2019 

United Society Partners in the Gospel £1,500 

Church Mission Society £750 

CMS mission partners in southeast Asia £750 

Barnabas Fund £500 

Bible Society £250 

Embrace the Middle East £500 

Feed the Minds £350 

Leprosy Mission £250 

Mission to Seafarers £250 

WaterHarvest, previously Wells for India £350 

Basics Bank £200 

Boaz Trust £200 

Church Urban Fund £250 

Winchester Churches’ Nightshelter £450 

Friends of the Family £350 

Langley House Trust £150 

Minstead Training Trust £200 

Olive Branch Christian Counselling Service £200 

Southampton and Winchester Visitors Group £350 

Street Pastors £250 

Trinity Centre £350 

Winchester Action on Climate Change  £100 

Winchester City Centre Chaplaincy £500 

Churches Together in Winchester’s refugee 
nominated charities 

£1,000 (£100 is allocated 
each month to one of them) 
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Special collections in 2019 

Lent boxes for Partners for Change Ethiopia £143 

Christian Aid Week £4,139 

Advent carols for St Martin-in-the-Fields Christmas appeal £220 

Nativity service for Christian Aid £243 

Animal Nativity for Christian Aid £37 

Carol service for Christian Aid £227 

Christmas Day collection for Christian Aid £380 

Envelopes for Christian Aid £221 

Christingle for the Children’s Society £114 

For further details about the charities we support, visit 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/ and click on the charity’s name 
highlighted in blue, and this will take you to their website. 

Beyond Ourselves Action Group (formerly Planning Group) has focused on 
environmental issues. Please see below. 

Alexa Heady 

 

Eco Church  We met twice to discuss our next steps to achieve the Bronze Eco 
Church award and issues of climate change and biodiversity. 

During Lent we concentrated on reducing the use of plastic by handing out a 
plastic-less Lent calendar with practical actions and printing the week’s actions in 
the welcome sheet. 

We held our first Green Communion during Creationtide on 15 September. 
Kathleen Freeman and Mary Copping prepared a special-edition service booklet 
with wonderful songs and prayers, mounted visuals on the pillars at St Paul’s  
and involved our young people. Liz Stannard’s children’s talk about meeting a 
seal while swimming in the North Sea inspired not only the children to treasure 
other creatures. 

In September we took part in the Synod Special, Caring for Creation, and in 
Winchester Green Week, listening to inspiring talks and participating in round-
table discussions on how to make a difference. 

We included many articles in our monthly church magazine highlighting issues of 
climate change, plastic pollution, renewable energy and divesting from fossil 
fuels. Others were also inspired to write about simple everyday Eco actions. 

Following the previous year’s switch of our energy provider to Bulb for St Paul’s, 
we have done the same for St Matthew’s in 2019. It means that all our electricity 
comes from renewable sources. 
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Plans for 2020: 

 to re-do our Eco Church survey; we are ever so close to achieving the Bronze 
Eco Church award 

 to launch prayer for climate action at our Green Communion on 1 March; 
Norma Godwin has created 120 green ribbons as a sign of our commitment to 
green issues 

 to join churches and Christian charities in a regular cycle of prayer before the 
2020 UN Climate Conference 

 to support Christian Climate Action for our Lent collection 

 to recommend to the PCC to take part in the Global Divestment 
Announcement Scheme by committing as a parish to divest from any fossil 
fuels funds within five years, and not re-invest in them in future. 

Max Priesemann, Environmental Officer 

 

Christian Aid 

Christian Aid’s mission is to eradicate poverty by tackling its root causes and the 
underlying structures that keep poor people poor, as well as dealing with its 
effects. The charity works with local partners around the world to promote 
equality, dignity and freedom for all irrespective of faith and nationality.  
Christian Aid provides funds, practical assistance and a voice on the national and 
international stage, speaking out on tax and trade injustice, fiscal transparency 
and third-world debt. 

Fund-raising activities in the Parish of St Matthew’s with St Paul’s focused on two 
areas in 2019: house-to-house collections during Christian Aid Week and 
Christmas services. 

Thanks to all who helped, through financial contributions, a willingness to 
distribute and collect envelopes and time to count the proceeds. 

House-to-house collections 2019 

 Christian Aid Week 2019 focused on the dangers facing mothers and babies in 
Sierra Leone. With an estimated 1,165 deaths per 100,000 live births, Sierra 
Leone is currently one of the most dangerous places in the world to have a 
baby.  

Collection Gift Aided Donation 

Christian Aid Week £2,873.88 £4,139.58 

Christmas Appeal £873.59 £1,072.13 

Total  £5,211.71 
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 The Winchester and District area total was £22,708, of which over £11,500 
was gift-aided. Our own parish raised almost one fifth of this: £4,139.58 
(£2,873.88 gift-aided).  

 Donations have been declining year on year for some time now. However, 
overall Christian Aid as an organisation raised an incredible £8m last year to 
help poor communities, which was achieved with the help of some 57,000 
volunteers. 

 Within the parish we have an extremely committed core of around 23 
volunteers, but need closer to 35 to ensure a more even spread of effort. 

 After nine years as Christian Aid organiser for the parish, I have decided to 
step down from the role in order to concentrate my efforts on supporting my 
father’s charity, which provides medical healthcare for poor farming families 
in and around the region of Lalibela (Ethiopia). Christian Aid currently has no 
representation in this area. The Christian Aid ‘baton’ has been taken up by 
Fiona Butt and Denise McKenzie, who together will be continuing the good 
work of the charity, and to whom I give my thanks and best wishes. 

Other activities 

Other fund-raising included a collection at Tesco in Winnall (£276), a Big Bike to 
Brekkie at the Cathedral (£3,800), the annual Christmas card sale at the 
Winchester Guildhall (£1,357) and a folk carol concert at All Saints’, Compton 
(£1,160). 

Non-fund-raising activities have included lobbying the government to cancel 
Sierra Leone’s Ebola debt and calling for urgent action to address the climate 
emergency. 

The future 

Christian Aid has recently undergone significant restructuring so as to better 
meet its aims. As a result, however, the charity has proposed to withdraw from 
11 countries where, previously, it has been active. This is a great blow to those 
communities and the need to continue to support in whatever way we can is 
surely a critical one. One of Christian Aid’s greatest strengths has been the spread 
of support throughout all our churches and communities, and it is my hope that 
you may join the effort to bring greater justice to the world by supporting Fiona 
and Denise in their efforts to continue the good work of Christian Aid within the 
Parish of St Matthew’s with St Paul’s. 

Julie Sharp 

 

Winchester City Centre Chaplaincy 

The City Centre Chaplaincy (not to be confused with Street Pastors) operates 
under the auspices of Churches Together in Winchester. Headed by a part-time 
Lead Chaplain, some 14 volunteer lay chaplains visit and support people who 
work around the city centre. They visit shops, businesses, the Law Courts and 
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other premises to offer a befriending and listening ear to those who might wish 
to talk. In 2019 in excess of 1,800 visits were made, with over 2,600 
conversations. The service is very positively regarded by those whom they visit, 
perhaps especially any experiencing difficult times. Chaplains don’t ‘preach’, nor 
are they counsellors, but they are a concerned ‘listening ear’. 

In 2019 the former Lead Chaplain, Debbie Veel, moved on to pastures new, 
having done great work during her tenure. In April 2020 a new Lead Chaplain, 
Canon Nick Fennemore (a Winchester Cathedral canon), will take up this position. 
We welcome Nick warmly and are confident that his lifelong involvement with 
chaplaincy will give the organisation renewed impetus. 

There is a management group, chaired jointly by Michael Joseph and Veronica 
Last from St Peter’s. It attends to all the necessary administration, governance 
and financing matters. Although all except the Lead Chaplain are volunteers, 
funding for this post and to support training and other expenses is essential to 
the continuation of the chaplaincy. The cathedral and city centre churches 
underwrite this funding and the generosity of gifts from other Winchester 
churches, including St Matthew’s and St Paul’s, are vital to enable us to continue. 

The chaplaincy is always looking for additional volunteers, who all find the work 
very rewarding. Might you consider volunteering, either as a chaplain or on the 
management group? Do talk to me, without any obligation, for more details. 

Michael Joseph 

 

Mission to Seafarers 

The Mission to Seafarers was founded in 1856 and is entirely funded by voluntary 
donations. It offers help and support to merchant seafarers at over 200 ports in 
more than 50 countries. Their volunteers and chaplains are on hand to make sure 
that seafarers have the practical, emotional and spiritual help they need to keep 
emotionally well. This can be on land or on board ships, providing SIM cards and 
Wi-Fi access to connect them to loved ones, a listening ear or prayer, if needed. 

We continue to send hats and balaclavas to help keep seafarers warm. Thank you 
so much again to the knitters of St Paul’s and St Matthew’s for sending such 
beautifully knitted items – all colours of the rainbow – for our hardworking 
seafarers. They really appreciate what is provided for them and take great pride 
and joy in trying on the various shades to see what suits them. New knitters are 
always welcome! Patterns are available from the Parish Office. 

Jean Gardner 
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Church environment 
 

Property Committee 

The committee, which has five members and is chaired by the rector, met six 
times during the year. It manages regular periodic servicing and maintenance of 
boilers, electrical installations and appliances, fire extinguishers, lightning 
conductors, clearance of roof gutters and drains, churchyards and minor repairs 
at both churches. 

This year, with the start of the Building for Life work at St Paul’s, a number of 
non-urgent items of minor work were put on hold. 

At St Matthew’s 

 as noted last year, following completion of the major project in 2017, very 
little maintenance work was required; minor stone and woodwork repairs 
were carried out 

 a new electronic organ was installed. 

At St Paul’s 

 three fir trees were felled under supervision by students from Sparsholt 
Agricultural College 

 a number of failed electric lamps were replaced 

 temporary fencing was erected at the top and bottom of the steep bank 
beside the entrance drive, and shrubs were planted to discourage trampling of 
the bank 

 the contract for pest eradication was renewed. 
Geoffrey Burnaby, Secretary 

 

Music 

The past year has proved to be challenging but hugely successful musically. The 
move to Western Church School has been easier than most of us expected and 
the acoustics in the hall are good to sing and play in.  

The choir, which still sings on the third Sunday of the month, continues to be 
strong, and our biggest event of the year, the Christmas carol service at Western, 
proved to be incredibly moving and spiritual and a joy to sing at. Huge thanks go 
to Bill Lucas and Ian Rees for all their work in preparing the music for this 
wonderful service. 

The band continue to play on the first Sunday of the month and, while we have 
not been able to increase numbers, we are extremely grateful to David Blunt and 
Bill, whose enthusiasm has encouraged other stalwarts to continue to play. 
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We could not continue with the high standard of music at St Paul’s @ Western 
without our regular organists/pianists, in particular Ian, and Christopher Tolley on 
the fourth Sunday of the month, as well as others – namely Vicki Tibbitts, Jan 
Walley and David – who kindly cover when needed. 

We are all greatly looking forward to exciting musical times when we return to St 
Paul’s and hope to grow the choir and band once we are settled in our 
wonderful, newly refurbished place of worship. 

Ali Galvin, Music Administrator 

 

Flowers 

St Matthew’s  Once again, there have been flowers at St Matthew’s every day of 
the year except during Advent and Lent, and I am grateful for the help received 
for the decorating at Christmas, Easter and Harvest Festival. We would be 
pleased to help with requests for flowers for special occasions and to assist 
anyone wishing to do the arranging themselves. 

Heather Riley 

 

St Paul’s  The small but willing and dedicated team of flower arrangers continued 
to ensure St Paul’s remained beautifully decorated through the spring, Easter and 
summer months of 2019 up until its October closure. As move-out day coincided 
with Harvest Festival we had a much smaller display than normal to avoid waste, 
and because most vases were already packed! Moving out of St Paul’s included a 
good clear-out of the flower cupboards; it was surprising what was hiding at the 
back. 

We tried to continue with a few flowers at Western School but the challenges of 
positioning them, the heat in the hall and access to the building resulted in a 
‘hold’ on flowers on a weekly basis. We intend to offer the usual Mothering 
Sunday posies and a simple arrangement for special Sundays such as Easter. 

We are excited and look forward to returning to St Paul’s to restart regular 
arranging, with the chance to try some new arrangement positions and to have a 
preparation room with improved storage and a sink that buckets fit in! 

Sarah Eadie 

 

Churchyards 

St Matthew’s  Another year on, there is growing evidence of the project to 
smarten the churchyard. The myrtle and wild rose hedges are well established, as 
are the snowdrops planted at the front. Even the wild daffodils, which were shy 
last year, have given cheer. 

Under Emma Miller’s wise guidance, two borders were planted with shrubs and 
hardy perennials last spring. Then the challenge was to keep them watered. The 
sunny, south facing ‘church border’ dried out readily, but none of the plants were 
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lost. Cyclamen and foxgloves were planted beneath the ancient yews where 
nothing else would thrive. 

Autumn saw the planting of a third border, with plants kindly grown by Emma. 
That leaves just one area at the east end of the church to tackle, possibly the 
most challenging of all, along with some rather persistent weeds. And we have 
yet to look into bird boxes, should such an idea appeal to anyone. 

Helen Chambers 

 

St Paul’s  New Eco initiatives were not undertaken in the churchyard in 2019 due 
to Building for Life, but the plan is to get started again once the church re-opens. 

Norma Goodwin 

 

Social 
 

We had our usual Bring and Share lunches in January and July and then managed 
a small one in the hall at St Paul’s Tide. The coffee teams have still managed to 
continue to provide drinks and biscuits on Sundays after the service and this has 
been enhanced by images on a large screen of all that has been going on and 
developing in the church, which people have been enjoying and talking about. 

Thank you to all the volunteers and to Heather Ellis who is keeping the rota full 
and up to date. We look forward to moving into the church and using the new 
facilities. 

Sue Walker 

 

Communication 
 

Website  This is where many people first look when exploring which church they 
might go to. It’s also well used by members of the congregation. Ursula Payne 
does an excellent job in ensuring that it is up to date and regularly has new 
content, especially on the front page, including the weekly welcome sheet and 
particular liturgical or other events. 

Parish magazine  200 copies are either delivered or posted, and a further 40 are 
collected from one of our churches and the parish hall/rooms. I continue as 
editor. Ursula has worked hard and successfully to commission articles and 
produce all the content. People often comment on how professional it looks and 
the quality of the content. We live in an age where hard copy, like the magazine, 
and electronic communication, like the website, are each needed and 
complementary. Our thanks to all who contribute occasionally or regularly.  
We express our special thanks to Heather Riley, who wrote so engagingly for 25 
years and from now on will make the occasional guest appearance with an 
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‘afterthought’. The Beyond Ourselves theme finds particular expression in 
fascinating articles, so well compiled by Alexa Heady in her role as chair of the 
Beyond Ourselves committee. 

We are grateful to Jean Gardner for preparing the magazine rounds to be 
delivered locally. A thank you to our faithful team of magazine deliverers and to 
Janet Bird, who handles the postal distribution. Please send anything for possible 
inclusion in the magazine to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org, or by post to Ursula at 
the Parish Office, by the 10th of the month. 

Weekly welcome sheet  This modern, fresh, accessible presentation provides 
updates week by week of the life of this vibrant parish, and signposts a range of 
events taking place in numerous contexts beyond the parish. 

Noticeboards at St Paul’s  Plans for the re-ordered inside of church will have less 
available display space which will help keep us focused on what we most need to 
display. The screen will be repositioned. It is especially helpful for visitors during 
the week, who can be seen standing looking at it. 

Noticeboards at St Matthew’s  The outside sign incorporating the poster-display 
facility continues to look very good. This is in a wonderfully prominent position 
and seen by countless passers-by, both on foot and in cars. 

Ursula has been hugely attentive both in planning and producing appropriate 
posters and ensuring they are never out of date. This says so much about us as 
church communities. 

Local press  Gill Longman and Ursula Payne continue to work together to enable 
reports by sending in news stories and photographs. Our thanks to them. 

Peter Seal 

 

Church electoral roll 
 

The church electoral roll for our parish was completely renewed in 2019. All on 
the 2018 roll were invited – personally where possible – to enrol, and others who 
had been worshipping at either of our churches for the previous six months were 
encouraged to do so too. 

The result was that the number of electors on the roll as renewed for the Annual 
Parochial Church Meetings on 29 April was 256 – a decrease of 14 from the 
revision of 2018 but an increase of 49 from the previous renewal in 2013. 
115 electors were resident in the parish. 

Although the roll is officially a list of people who are entitled to attend the Annual 
Parochial Church Meetings and take part in proceedings, it is unofficially a list of 
all who consider themselves members of our church family, and an important 
indication that our church community is thriving. 

Maggie Brecknell, Electoral Roll Officer 
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Finance 
 

This year has been an exciting one for the finance team! Not because of cutting-
edge accounting, but because as a parish and PCC we have had a series of 
difficult decisions to make before and during the Building for Life project. These 
have included trying to match what we were spending to the funds raised, 
working out if we would run out of money half way through, and arranging to 
borrow from the diocese to cover the cashflow shortfall. In deciding whether to 
commit to a big capital project the role of the Treasurer is to be the realist, so I 
spent the spring and summer pointing out risks and reining back enthusiasm to 
start building. Thankfully the grant offers kept rolling in, and by September the 
numbers finally added up. 

Once the big decision to go ahead was made, we needed to have a plan for all the 
complexities of running a big building project financed from many different 
sources, and to bring in new reporting and checks to ensure we stayed in control 
of it. With further donations and funds from the Scott legacy we have been able 
to add back in some of the items we postponed last summer. In all this I have 
been very grateful for the support of the Finance Committee, and especially Tim 
Stannard and Jonathan Jesty, in making difficult decisions. 

Meanwhile in the office we have been joined by Irene Reggio, a trained 
bookkeeper who is in charge of all our day-to-day accounting and starting to 
make our accounting systems more robust and fit for purpose. A big step towards 
this has been establishing a Sales Ledger, so that we know who owes us money 
and whether we have collected it. Irene has also brought rigour to our monthly 
budget reporting and Building for Life project reports. I am grateful to have this 
professional support, and we are all enjoying having Irene in the office. 

The other stalwarts of the Finance Team continue to be Bridget Bowden as 
cashier and Irene Casey as money counter at St Paul’s, with the Russell-Smiths at 
St Matthew’s. I owe particular thanks to Bridget this year for taking on the payroll 
(with Barry Flodman) and Building for Life banking. I only hope that I am as bright 
and as useful as she is in my eighties! 

The challenge we face going forward into 2020 is a general fund deficit for 2019 
and another budgeted for 2020, reducing our reserves below the level we think 
prudent. This deficit is partly a consequence of Building for Life, which has been 
the focus of our fund-raising for nearly three years. Closing the church has also 
had financial consequences, and there are other trends working against us such 
as the decline in cash collections. We need to get back to annual growth in 
regular giving to general church funds, and have made a start on this since the 
year end. The diocese have been helpful in reducing the requested large year-on-
year rises in our contribution to the Common Mission Fund for the past few years 
but will increasingly expect us to play our full part in funding the diocesan payroll 
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bill, so we need to not only balance our own budget but contribute more to 
theirs too. 

My personal aspirations are to move our banking from NatWest to the more 
charity-focused and sustainable Charities Aid Foundation Bank, and to continue 
to improve our accounting systems. This year we have started to look at risk in a 
more systematic way, producing a risk register for the parish and doing 
cybercrime training for the office team. We will need to keep developing this 
work beyond the finance team to our other parish activities in 2020. 

Amanda Berridge, Honorary Treasurer 
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This report was compiled and printed in the Parish Office 
and distributed with the June 2020 parish magazine. 

Large print versions are available 
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