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Liz Stannard with supplies from 

Home-Start for vulnerable families 
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Current situation 
 

As the lockdown restrictions have eased a bit, it’s 
been very good to be in St Matthew’s again to 
video Parish Eucharist services. Along with 
children’s services we continue to post these each 
week at www.stmatthewstpaul.org. 

Do download the welcome sheet to access the 
order of service and readings. Or if you would like 
to have it emailed to you, please contact 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org.  

We know that social distancing restrictions are 
likely to be in place for a long time. This means we 
cannot yet envisage when churches will be open 
again for worship. We’re advised that singing 
presents a particular risk of spreading the virus. 
These unprecedented conditions make it even 
more important that we go on supporting and 
encouraging one another in every way we possibly 
can. If you need help in any way, do please be in 
contact with any of us (see back page). 

 

Building for Life progress at St Paul’s 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  Police non-urgent 101 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

Supplies prudently ordered in good time 

Beautiful oak panelling to complete the wall structure 

Scaffolding begun before lockdown 
reaches the barrel vault 
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From the rector 

 
 

 Sunday services at www.stmatthewstpaul.org: 
June Bible readings 
7 June 
14 June 
21 June 
28 June 

Isaiah 40: 12–17, 27–31; Matthew 28: 16–20 [p. 198] 
Romans 5: 1–8; Matthew 9: 35–10: 8 [p. 231] 
Romans 6: 1b–11; Matthew 10: 24–39 [p. 241] 
Romans 6: 12–23; Matthew 10: 40–42 [p. 246] 

Dear friends, 

I write on another glorious sunny day. One of the solaces during these Covid days has been this 
extended time of lovely weather. I know that my awareness of nature has really grown in recent 
weeks and I’ve been thankful like never before for a garden. It’s a relief that some easing of 
lockdown means that those who live in cramped conditions can spend more time out of doors. 

Looking ahead to the coming months and years I’ve been reflecting on the various groups in 
Winchester that offer support to those for whom life is tough and who have particular needs.  
I know that many of you are already involved in a wide range of caring organisations. 

Our front cover reminds us of the work of Home-Start, which supports families in need. I think too 
of Friends of the Family, which does similar work. Then there’s the Basics Bank, which provides food 
and other essentials. The Trinity Centre offers daytime drop-in support and the Nightshelter 
supports those who are homeless.  

I have a strong sense that it is really important that we keep our awareness of the needs of these 
and other community groups very high. It will be good to know what the most pressing needs are 
and actively develop our involvement. All this already comes under the umbrella of the splendid 
work our Beyond Ourselves committee does, including highly informative articles from Alexa Heady 
in every parish magazine. Perhaps we could talk of Beyond Ourselves in Winchester? 

As you may have noticed, Mary, Liz and I take it in turn to preach at our Sunday Eucharist. We’re 
grateful for your supportive prayers and encouragement. It is strange preaching to a camera! 
(Stephen has decided he wants to take a break from preaching at the moment; we look forward to 
welcoming him back in due course.) 

One of the disappointments of these Covid days is that Liz Stuart’s ordination as a priest has been 
postponed from July until October. We much look forward to that day and hold her and her deacon 
contemporaries in our prayers. Some good news is that Ian Valentine has completed the diocesan 
training (on Zoom) to become a Parish Visitor – congratulations, Ian! One of the things we already 
know for sure about the future is that Parish Visitors are absolutely crucial to our pastoral care. In 
due course we will need to identify new folk to be trained. Might you be one of them? 

I mentioned in a recent sermon what is sometimes known as an ‘elevator pitch’. Someone emailed 
not terribly liking the term; I don’t blame her! But the point is, as we celebrate Pentecost and the 
life-giving gifts of the Holy Spirit present in our lives today, what is it each of us believes? If you had 
just a minute to tell someone what you believe, and why, what would you say? Your sentence 
might begin: I believe … or, my faith is important to me because … or, when I go to church I feel … 
or, the church’s commitment Beyond Ourselves means …. I encourage you to have a think, write it 
down and revisit it when you say your prayers. Being able to give a brief, heartfelt account of the 
faith that is in us can build our confidence in our own unique, God-given calling. 

As always, this comes with every good wish and my prayers, 



4 |  

 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time online in recent weeks,  
and hope that you may feel 
comfortable and encouraged to 
come in person when services in 
church restart. 

We congratulate Canon Keith and 
Valerie Anderson on their 40th 

wedding anniversary, and all who 
have special news to celebrate. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, William 
Buncombe, Johnny Burt, Vera 
Edwards, baby Emily, Bob Harland, 
Julia Jones, Phillippa Lerclercq, 
Kate Morgan, Jane Seal, Tony 
Silcox, Maria Sulzmann, Brett 

Tribe, Patricia Watts, Vera 
Willnecker and David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Patricia Byford (no 
relative of Mark), Daisy Daniels, 
Tom Lynch, Ruth Smith, Ernest 
Sulzmann and Philip Surrage. 

 

 
 

 

 
Archbishop’s free phone line for 
worship  The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, has set 
up Daily Hope, a national phone 

line available 24 hours a day. It offers music, 
prayers and reflections as well as full worship 
services by telephone. Callers hear a special 
greeting from the Archbishop before being able to 
choose from a range of options, including hymns, 
prayers, reflections and advice on Covid-19. The 
number is 0800 804 8044. 
 
The renewed St Paul’s  Our vastly improved 
facilities offer a great opportunity for both church 
and community events. A small group are working 
on how best to promote, administer and manage 
what we will have. We’re looking for advice and 
input from anyone who has experience in Events 
Management; please contact Peter Seal, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org, 854849, or Ursula 
Payne, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 
Car charging points In line with the parish’s Eco 
Church commitment, we’re just starting to explore 
whether we may usefully be able to offer a small 
amount of administered electric car charging at 
medium speed for worshippers, users and visitors 
to the St Paul’s site. We’re looking for someone to 
take the lead; if that might be you, please contact 
Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 
What sort of place do you want Winchester to be?  
As part of the refresh of the Local Plan, the Town 
Forum is carrying out work to ascertain how 
Winchester might develop and what sort of place 
people want it to be. A team were appointed in 
February but for the moment their public 
consultation has been much curtailed by Covid-19. 
However, some work is going ahead online, and 
you are invited to contribute your thoughts at 
https://www.onegreatwin.com/ (see email box at 
the bottom of the page). 

How climate-friendly is your home?  WinACC’s Bob 
Whitmarsh has been sharing ‘15-minute checks’ at 
https://www.winacc.org.uk/blog/ to help us find 
out. In Winchester, homes are a major source of 
the carbon emissions that contribute to the climate 
crisis, so while many of us are confined to base we 
can try to make them as energy efficient as 
possible. The checks should also save money on 
bills. If you have comments or questions about 
these blogs, do email contactus@winacc.org.uk. 
 
Rectory drop-off point for gifts  Please leave them 
in the yellow box by the garage at the rectory (44 
Cheriton Road). 

Prison: Cliff McClelland, chaplain at Winchester 
Prison, has asked if people might like to supply 
packs of colouring pencils and packs of matchsticks 
and lolly sticks for use by prisoners. 

Basics Bank: tinned potatoes, packets of mashed 
potatoes, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit,  
pasta sauces, curry sauces, rice (in bags or 
microwaveable pouches), marmite, peanut butter, 
jam, honey, tinned pasta (e.g. spaghetti, ravioli), 
Fray Bentos (or similar style) pies, custard,  
rice pudding. 
 
Crowdfunding for Olive Branch counselling  The 
Olive Branch has been offering affordable, 
professional counselling to the people of 
Winchester and surrounding areas since 1997, 
including long-term therapy. Due to the pandemic, 
the service is more in demand than ever, and 
counselling has also had to change its practices 
overnight. It is seeking to raise a minimum of 
£10,000 immediately to meet the most pressing 
needs – training volunteer counsellors and 
increasing the number of online and telephone 
sessions for those experiencing mental crisis. 
Please help at https://tinyurl.com/y93m97we. 
 

Notices 

Family feedback 



| 5 

Home-Start charity in lockdown 
For 15 years the charity Home-Start 
Winchester has worked with 
vulnerable families, supporting them 
through trained volunteers and also 
running groups. Then lockdown was 
enforced and virtually overnight 
everything changed. Our volunteers 
had to stop their weekly visits and 
rely on phone calls; our family 
groups stopped; we set up working 
from home and we learned how  
to ‘Zoom’. 

Although we live in an affluent city there 
are pockets of deprivation where families struggle 
on a daily basis. Imagine the increased challenges 
that lockdown presented. Consider the family of 
five living in a two-bedroom high-rise flat near the 
city centre without any safe outside space, who are 
really battling with home education. In another 
family, mum’s anxiety has soared so she is unable 
to let any family member leave the house. Then 
there’s the single mum who is overwhelmed by 
guilt because she feels unable to provide for her 
child, and the family of four with a newborn baby 
living in one room in a local hostel because they  
are homeless.

In order to support these families and 
many others we are developing new 
initiatives. Through the generosity of 
individuals, other charities and local 
companies we are working with the 
Basics Bank, FareShare and Cook to 
deliver emergency food bags, fresh 
bread and frozen meals (see front 
cover). We have put together 
hundreds of activity packs, 
educational resources and bags  

of toys, and as we drop the bags on 
doorsteps every week we are privileged to 

be able to chat with families from a safe distance  
and offer encouragement, reassurance and a 
listening ear. 

I am humbled by their resilience, determination 
and optimism. One mum told me, ‘We had nothing 
before; we have even less now. But we are doing 
okay. We have each other and we will get through 
this.’ And because we do indeed ‘have each other’, 
I know she’s right. Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers. 

Liz Stannard 
www.home-startwinchester.org.uk 

Our chance to discover what God being with us really means 
We come to church each Sunday, we pray and read 
our Bibles through the week, to prepare ourselves. 
Jesus grew up in Nazareth, travelled around Galilee 
to prepare himself for Jerusalem. In Jerusalem 
people discovered who he truly was, and what his 
words and actions really entailed. We’ve spent 
decades, many of us, preparing we knew not what 
for. Well, now we know. This is the moment when 
the world finds out whether being a Christian 
makes any difference or not. 

In Britain, we say pray for a sunny day, but take an 
umbrella. I’m not saying in the face of the virus we 
don’t take sensible steps. We must follow public 
health advice. We do so not because others are a 
danger to us, but because we might, directly or 
indirectly, be a danger to them. We’re a community 
defined not by fear but by trust, not by scarcity but 
by plenty, not by anxiety but by communion. It’s 
time to show our true colours. 

This is the time to find ways to overcome isolation 
that don’t involve touch. We have this opportunity 
to explore the hinterland of the word with care 
that doesn’t always involve physical presence, but 
still means solidarity and kindness, generosity and 
love. We will limit our contact to protect the most 
vulnerable, but we still need to proclaim that 

there’s something more infectious than 
coronavirus – and that’s joy and peace, faithfulness 
and gentleness. 

It was in its most bewildered hour that Israel in 
exile found who God truly was. This is our chance 
to discover what God being with us really means. 
None of us would for a moment have wished this 
crisis on anybody, let alone the whole world. But 
our faith teaches us that we only get to see 
resurrection through crucifixion; that we see God 
most clearly in our darkest hour. 

Remember what Isaiah tells us. You shall cross the 
barren desert; but you shall not die of thirst. You 
shall wander far in safety – though you do not 
know the way. If you pass through raging waters  
in the sea, you shall not drown. If you walk amid 
the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. If  
you stand before the power of hell and death is at 
your side, know that I am with you through it all.  
Be not afraid, says our God. I am with you like 
never before. 

This is our faith. 
Revd Dr Sam Wells 

St Martin-in-the-Fields, 15 March 2020 
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Re-imagining the future 
Voice of the congregation: the start of a conversation you are welcome to join 

 
Adrienne Marsden: 2020 started well. It felt 
good to enter a new decade with promising 
possibilities and building on strong foundations. 
And then, almost overnight, I became an 
amateur primary school teacher, at huge 
financial risk as I don’t meet the government’s 
self-employment status for financial support. 
And I had to explain to my 11-year-old daughter 
that we wouldn’t be able to leave the house for 
many weeks. 

And yet, in the midst of this startling reality, I felt 
an overwhelming sense of enormous hope.  
In terms of American psychologist Abraham 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs I found myself 
oscillating from the bottom rung (how am I going 
to stay safe and shelter my family?) through to 
the top rung (all of my life has been leading to 
this moment). 

Like so many of us, I have been glued to the daily 
updates, which have been useful but equally 
disturbing. Little is said about the bigger picture  
or how we got here, and that is what I want to 
understand better. And so I went about trying to do 
just that, and gathered information that resonated 
with me. Of course, there will be those of you who 
are much more learned than me, who understand 
and can more eloquently explain this ‘stuff’! But it 
may prompt you to conduct your own line of 
enquiry; making sense of something is an 
important part of dealing with trauma/shock. 

Whether we like it or not, we are where we are 
now, and we can’t change it. We have had many 
red warning flags and yet we have ignorantly  
and perhaps arrogantly chosen to ignore these. 
(The fires were still burning in Australia when the 
coronavirus began.) What I want to know is: what  
is it we need to understand in order to respond  
to this in the future or seek to avoid it happening 
again? So here is a first instalment of what I 
discovered and, to put it into a theological 
perspective, I have asked my dear friend Philip 
Morgan to share his thoughts. (We are continuing 
the conversation with a wider group on Zoom. 
Please email adriennemarsden01@gmail.com if 
you would like to join in.) 

Canon Philip Morgan: In matters of faith, members 
of the religions of the book – Jews Christians and 
Muslims – have one underlying and overlying 
principle. In the Old Testament, this can be 
described as justice, and in the New Testament  
as abundant life; the binding word is love. 
Communities down the ages have had many 
attempts at turning this principle into practice – 
and it has never been easy nor, we might say, has it 

been crowned with notable success. Nevertheless, 
the principle holds good and we must continue to 
struggle to understand how it might come to be 
translated into action in this most demanding time 
and in the time ahead. 

Disruption and inequality 
Adrienne: Covid-19 is the new ‘disruptor’. Until 
recently, the term was synonymous with global 
tech companies that were changing many of our 
patterns of behaviour: buying online; cutting out 
intermediaries and going straight to such sources 
as Airbnb and Uber; streaming music and movies. 
Each of these and more have been having an 
impact on how we do things and how we work  
(the gig economy, robotics). 

However, now it would appear that they are a drop 
in the ocean in comparison to what this pandemic 
is disrupting in our lives. Will we finally see the 
demise of the High Street? Will working from home 
enter mainstream employment practices? Will 
there be an overall reduction of movement that 
reduces human impact on the climate? (China and 
Italy saw a 30% and 40% fall respectively in carbon 
emissions after their lockdowns.) Will the economic 
freefall lead to a Universal Basic Income? And we 
thought the global tech companies were disruptive! 
Philip, how will this change us as human beings? 

Philip: Looking at the principle, we must always 
work for greater equality between haves and have-
nots. The pandemic has alerted us as never before 
to the way countries, and therefore the inhabitants 
of those countries, depend on each other. Not only 
do we rely on other nations for food and goods,  
but now also for our health. The ‘first world’ must 
support the ‘third world’ more, and listen more 
attentively to what it is saying to us. 
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Eco Church 
The toxic cupboard 

 
I am reading Silent Spring 
Revisited by Conor Mark 
Jameson (2012), a reflection 
‘on the growth of 
environmentalism since Silent 
Spring was published. His 
revealing and engaging tale 
plots milestone events in 
conservation, popular culture 
and political history in the 
British Isles and beyond, 

tracing a path through the half-century since “zero 
hour”, 1962.’ 

It’s a page-turner for me because its scope  
covers all the years I have taken an interest in 
environmentalism. The shocking account of the use 
of toxic chemicals, particularly DDT, transported 
me back to 1950 when as a child I lived in Malta for 
a couple of years while my father was a serving 
officer in Lord Mountbatten’s fleet. During summer 
months we were plagued by mosquitoes and our 
homes had to be professionally sprayed with  
DDT to control these pesky biters, which took a 
great liking to me! We 
had to go out during 
the process but 
afterwards the tiled 
floors were often still 
wet from the 
chemical, with its 
pervading odour. We 
used a flit gun loaded 
with a chemical 
containing a 5% dose 
of DDT between 
sessions. I am lucky 
still to be in good 
health, unlike the 
millions of birds and other wildlife that suffered 
and died worldwide over the years due to the 
spraying of that lethal chemical. 

We are more enlightened now but still far from 
being safe as individuals or as a planet. I am not 
talking about major incidents like oil spillages or 
discharges of chemical waste, for example, but the 
insidious effects of toxins in our homes. I emptied 
the contents of the cupboard where I store 
household cleaning products to read the labels. The 
print was so small I had to use a magnifying glass, 
and I was baffled by long, unpronounceable names 
like methylisothiazolinone and diethylamino 
hydroxybenzoyl hexyl benzoate as well as other 

chemicals I had never heard of. It felt as if I had 
opened Pandora’s Box! I spent much time looking 
them up on the internet, which resulted in further 
confusion as I went round and round in circles. The 
trouble with the internet is finding up-to-date 
information, so I might be feeding you old stuff;  
but I doubt it. Although there is no doubt that EU 
directives have been effective in banning the most 
hazardous, there are still thousands of chemicals  
in the environment. I have no background in 
chemistry so need a simple glossary of all chemicals 
in products I wear, rub on my face or body, eat or 
breathe, advising me of their harmful effects to 
myself and the environment. 

It seems to me that the worse effects are caused by 
chemical combinations. We wash them down the 
drain every day and leave the rest to the sewage 
treatment plants. There they are well diluted 
during treatment, but then two thirds of the 
treated products are discharged into rivers and 
streams and one third out to sea, where they can 
bio-accumulate in species such as fish and fish-
eating wildlife. Sludge is even worse because it 

contains heavy metals 
and other undesirable 
elements which are 
then spread on 
farmland as a fertiliser. 
Much drinking water 
is abstracted from 
rivers, so one wonders 
how that affects us 
over time. 

The cleaning-product 
packaging is made 
from chemicals, and 
not all are recyclable 
or biodegradable. 

Many sponges and cloths are made of products 
that harm the environment. 

My grandmother used to clean her windows with 
water and newspaper using elbow grease! I clean 
the oven with my floor steamer, and although I use 
some Ecover products I will be seeking out all eco-
friendly products in future. More cost to my purse 
will be less cost to the environment. This is the 
principle practised in our two churches. 

Norma Goodwin, Environmental Officer 

Recommended reading 
L is for lifestyle: Christian living that doesn’t cost the 
earth by Ruth Valerio (2004) 
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Learning to walk in the light – reflections on a trip to Rwanda 
Last year I was talking with a member of the 
Winchester Diocese Education team when I was 
asked whether I would be interested in joining 
them on a trip to Rwanda, working with a number 
of schools in the Shyogwe Diocese and helping lead 
a conference for head teachers and pastors. I had 
first been given the opportunity to visit the country 
about 25 years ago. Appearing on a quiz show as a 
teenager, I’d been awarded a prize to go gorilla 
trekking, but the trip was cancelled as civil unrest 
broke out and the area became too dangerous to 
visit. The trip I went on instead, visiting Kenya and 
Tanzania, involved many amazing experiences but 
also, unfortunately, a frightening robbery. I had not 
felt ready to return. However, despite a number  
of initial reservations, talking with family, friends 
and colleagues convinced me to go. My remaining 
concern was what I could bring or offer when 
working with teachers in a country and education 
system I knew so little of. 

We flew out at the start of February half term, just 
as Storm Damian hit. From the minute I arrived,  
I was overwhelmed by the welcome we were given 
and the incredible beauty of the country – often 
known as the land of a thousand hills. We stayed  
in Scripture Union accommodation and attended 
Sunday worship in a nearby church, welcomed by 
Marcel, the education officer of Shyogwe Diocese, 
who worked with us throughout our visit. We spent 
the first four days visiting a number of local schools 
to observe teaching, talk with staff and meet, sing 
and work with lots of children.  

In Rwanda there is a word, muzungu, meaning 
white people, which we heard many times during 
our trip. Children in rural communities would see  
a car driving down a road, be intrigued due to the 
rarity of the sight, and when they saw its occupants 
would call, ‘Muzungu, muzungu’ at the top of their 
voices, and with great excitement! This was further 
amplified if they were close enough for us to smile 
and wave. Their cheerful celebration of difference 
and the unfamiliar was in stark contrast to what we 
often see in western society today. 

There were incredible contrasts between schools in 
the UK and those in Rwanda. I have no experience 
of teaching classes of 80–100 children, squashed 
together on benches without technology, resources 
or additional teaching support. Nor have I needed 
to teach those children from 7.30 am until 5 pm 
each day and on top of that plan, prepare and mark 
my lessons. 

More importantly, I also realised that those 
working in UK and Rwandan schools have many 
things in common: a love of children, an 
understanding of the power education has to 
transform lives and a commitment to help others – 

or to quote the Church of England vision for 
education, to ‘serve the common good’. 

Following our time in schools, we led the planned 
conference, sharing ideas about worship in schools. 
We encouraged educators to facilitate children 
taking an active role in learning, discussing the 
importance of understanding and application 
rather than focusing purely on recall. 

The final days of our visit were spent in the 
country’s capital city, Kigali. We went to the 
Genocide Memorial Centre, and my respect and 
love for the country and people grew further, 
learning more about the atrocities they had 
endured just over 25 years ago. The centre was 
harrowing, but time reflecting quietly in the 
museum’s garden afterwards was significant. The 
people who welcomed us with such generosity, 
trust and enthusiasm had experienced what I could 
only imagine would destroy the capacity for trust, 
courage and hope in so many. Faith plays a huge 
part in Rwandan society; many faith groups are 
represented within the country, but there is an 
inspiring acceptance and celebration of difference, 
an openness and commitment to living, learning 
and love. 

During my time in Rwanda I learned so much – 
about myself and what I value, about the education 
system I work in and about another country and  
its people. In spite of my earlier fears and 
reservations, I left with many questions about  
how and when can I return. What can I do to  
help others, to build lasting and purposeful 
relationships, to show love? How can I show the 
courage, trust and hope I have seen in others when 
I face my own challenges? 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu is cited as having said, 
‘Hope is being able to see that there is light despite 
all the darkness’. Rwanda has experienced more 
than its share of darkness. Right now, in the middle 
of the coronavirus lockdown, we are facing our 
own challenges, this time alongside Rwanda and  
all other countries worldwide. This quote has a  
new resonance; we too need to remember the 
importance of faith, hope and love as the light that 
keeps shining. 

Sarah Duck, head teacher 
St Bede C of E Primary School 

Since writing this article, I have been able to speak 
with Marcel in Rwanda. Lockdown in the country  
is affecting people significantly with food prices 
rocketing, wages already being low and no furlough 
scheme. There is great risk to many through food 
shortages, civil disturbance and poor weather. 
Please do remember them in your thoughts         
and prayers. 



| 9 

Beyond Ourselves – WaterHarvest 
‘We harvest rainwater to provide clean, year-round drinking water, to regenerate land  

and to enable livelihoods in remote rural communities’ 

Rainfall is an incredible, sustainable source of water 
which should not be wasted. 

Across the drylands of India, the local people have 
developed a profound understanding of water and 
a wealth of wisdom concerning its management. 
Centuries of experience have produced water-
harvesting structures suitable for changing climatic, 
geographical and cultural conditions. They capture 
the sporadic rainfall during the monsoon season 
and put it to life-transforming year-round use. 

WaterHarvest works with other non-governmental 
organisations and local communities, listening  
to them and combining modern science with  
this ancient wisdom. Projects incorporate the 
development and strengthening of community-
based organisations such as village committees and 
self-help groups. Any support provided doesn’t 
encourage a sense of dependency, and since  
its first projects villagers have made in-kind 
contributions to the work such as co-investment, 
donating land or, more usually, their labour. 

‘Sitting on one carpet’ is a core principal – no 
discrimination based on gender, caste or religion. In 
addition, training in areas such as farming, natural 
resource management, hygiene 
and sanitation forms a core part 
of the programmes. 

Structures built by 
WaterHarvest 

A taanka is a community- and 
individual-based traditional 
rainwater harvesting structure 
indigenous to the Thar Desert 
region of Rajasthan. Generally 
made of stone, brick or 
concrete, it is a covered, underground water tank 
that collects and stores rainwater from surrounding 
artificially prepared catchments. Once completely 
filled, the taanka’s water can last throughout the 
dry season and is enough for a family of five to six; 
this saves all the labour of having to walk to fetch 
water from a distance. 

Roof rainwater harvesting systems are used mainly 
for domestic purposes, enabling the rain that falls 
on roofs to be collected in various types of tank, 
either above or below ground level. The rainfall 
runs from a gutter into a downpipe and is directed 
to the storage tanks. Water harvested this way is 
generally free from soil pollution and after passing 
through a filter can be used for drinking. 

Stepwells were traditionally built for strategic 
and/or philanthropic reasons so everyone could 
draw water. The supply is reached by descending a 

set of steps, so that it can be used in the dry season 
when groundwater levels recede. WaterHarvest 
works to renovate old stepwells, restoring them for 
use as safe, sustainable sources of water. 

Drip irrigation systems improve people’s livelihoods 
by maximising the value of water delivered to 
fields. They ensure that it is targeted at the root 
zone of plants, without excessive loss. Water is 
applied to the crop using a network of branching 
pipes, with emission points spaced along their 
lengths, each supplying a measured, metered 
amount. This is hugely efficient compared to the 
previous method of flooding the field naturally, 
which wasted valuable water and produced 
unwanted weeds. 

Sprinkler irrigation is a method of watering whole 
fields that simulates natural rainfall. Water is 
distributed through a system of pipes and sprayed 
into the air, so it breaks up into droplets that fall to 
the ground. It enhances the uniformity of crops and 
is particularly suitable for fine-leaved plants. Whilst 
traditional flood irrigation required the efforts of a 
whole family for six to eight hours, sprinklers mean 
one person can complete this task in a few hours. 

Chauka systems are funded by 
WaterHarvest to improve the 
environment. They consist of 
rectangular enclosures 
surrounded on three sides by 
earth bunds or embankments, 
with a further network of 
shallow, square depressions in 
the enclosure beds which retain 
and promote the percolation of 
rainwater. Collectively, the low-
height bunds work together like 

sponges, harvesting unpredictable rains and 
helping them meander down the natural, gentle 
slope of the land through cascades of connected 
chaukas. Over time, the land around the systems  
is rejuvenated. 

During the pandemic WaterHarvest is running a 
Covid-19 appeal raising funds to pay its field and 
community workers and run a ‘water for work’ 
programme. As a result of the lockdown, many 
migrants had to return, often on foot, to their 
villages. Without work, they are unable to feed 
themselves and their families. Under the scheme, 
they carry out basic manual labour including pond 
de-silting, well-repairing and building chaukas. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Information from www.water-harvest.org 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/.   
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Keyworkers’  
children enjoying  
the meadow at  

St Paul’s Pre-school 

Noticing the 
tranquillity 

Craft inspired by 
our online 

children’s services 

Camp-at-home 
sleepover 

Fund-raising for 
Naomi House 
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Rwanda (p. 8) 

Candle of hope 

VE Day 75th 
celebrations 

Recording memories 

The Watsons 
celebrate VE75 in 

New Zealand (p. 12) 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
My main aim in this extended time of lockdown 
continues to be to keep in touch with children, 
young people and families and help them stay 
feeling connected to St Paul’s. While lockdown is 
gradually being relaxed now, sadly it may be a long 
time yet until we can meet in church again. 

Children’s services  We’ve continued to film 
worship in my daughter’s garden at Kempshott for 
posting on the parish website and YouTube. Huge 
thanks go to John Schulz and more recently Olli 
Wilson-Smith for putting 
the short films together 
to make the whole 
children’s service. We 
talked about Jesus being 
the good shepherd, with 
lots of toy sheep around 
and my granddaughter 
Charlotte showing us how 
to make a bookmark 
sheep. In another service 
we thought about Jesus 
talking to his disciples and 
saying to them, ‘Let not 
your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid’. The children were 
encouraged to talk to their parents, other members 
of their family and God about the things they might 
be afraid of in this quite scary time. Charlotte also 
showed us how to make sock puppets, butterflies 
and butterfly catchers. We look forward to the 
things she’s going to make in the coming weeks.  

It has been really good to involve families in doing 
the prayers, readings and talks, and the children 
have loved seeing their friends on film. The Watson 
family have sent in prayers from New Zealand  
and hope to be back in Winchester fairly soon.  
They write: 

We have been living on our boat for over a year 
now, and have sailed from New Zealand to Tonga, 
Fiji, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and back again. We 
now find ourselves in lockdown in a boatyard in 
New Zealand. We had planned to have our boat out 
of the water for a couple of weeks, and then to 
launch, and set sail for Australia. But it wasn’t to 
be, and so our life has quite literally been ‘up in the 
air’ for a long time now. We have been very lucky 
during lockdown to be in a safe environment and 
with a community of sailors around us, and 
everything that we needed. Our plan is to return 
home to Winchester sometime this summer.  

Laura, Angus, Eloise, George and Jack Watson 
http://thecalloftherollingsea.blogspot.com/ 

Zoom meetings  We have everything in place now 
for the teenagers to hold regular Zoom meetings: a 
risk assessment, parental consent and consent 
from the PCC, plus my inviting them and being at 
every meeting. They have enjoyed meeting up with 
Olli Wilson-Smith, playing Scattergories (a game 
where they are given different categories such as 
boys’ names, country, etc., and are given a letter to 
think of names for all the categories). It was good 
to see Olli play his guitar and to hear about the 

group he was in when he 
was younger.  

We have also held Zoom 
meetings with the 
different children’s 
groups and parents, and 
the children have enjoyed 
doing quizzes. Although 
these are busy times for 
parents, some trying to 
work from home as well 
as home schooling, they 
join the meetings 
whenever they are  
able to. 

Photographs on the centrespread  Alec and Ewan 
McKerrell had a camping-at-home sleepover as part 
of an effort to break the world record for the 
largest number of people camping out in dens, 
tents, etc. 95,000 people from across the world 
took part, including several Scout/Cub/Beaver 
groups across Winchester. 

Victoria McCabe said that Eilidh and Harris loved 
Charlotte’s sock puppet and wanted to make their 
own (they made cats!!) – thank you, Charlotte! The 
McCabe family celebrated VE Day with their street, 
where all the neighbours had tea at the same time 
on their driveways/front gardens. 

Bella and Naomi Hurford-Potter made items for a 
street shop and sold them to people in their road, 
with all the proceeds going to Naomi House; they 
raised over £110. 

In touch  I’ve been in touch with many families  
by phone, email, text, WhatsApp and any other 
virtual way to contact people. We’ve had good 
conversations – probably much more so than the 
passing conversations in church. I’m always happy 
to be contacted by email or phone, so please don’t 
hesitate to call. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

  

http://thecalloftherollingsea.blogspot.com/
file:///G:/My%20Drive/ADMINISTRATION/MAGAZINE/2020/mag05May2020/youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
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Thoughts on VE Day and lockdown 
We celebrated VE day in our Close in a low-key but 
joyous way. The weather was perfect and the event 
somehow burst from the rigours of self-isolation, 
with minimum planning (about 24 hours’ notice) 
and maximum rejoicing. Bunting appeared; we 
dressed in red, white and blue; 1940s music; cakes 
and scones (but we brought our own tea); and we 
did our best to keep to the 2-metre social spacing. 
We shared the 2 minutes’ silence, afternoon tea 
and evening drinks. 

I lived through the war near Manchester, then 
through the really difficult post-war struggles, but 
remember only happiness. Compared to modern 
children, yes, we were deprived and had little 
money, but we knew no different and delighted in 
what we had. There were very few cars so we 
walked, cycled and occasionally took the bus. We 
wandered unsupervised around our village, chatted 
to all we met, revelled in all nature had to offer, 
and at that age lived for the moment, not even 
being especially frightened when sirens called us to 
our shelters. I remember the excitement of seeing 
my first lark, the first flower of spring, coltsfoot, 
and tadpoles in the lake. We played outside with 
our friends from the village – around the lake,  
on the island, in the rhododendron groves, in  
the woods. 

My father grew our vegetables on the allotment. 
Mother had plenty of time to cook meat (probably 
meagre amounts of the cheaper cuts) and we 
always had bread and gravy to fill us if we were  
still hungry. Cakes and pastry were always around, 
home-made, using dried egg. We were innovative 
and nothing was wasted. Mother was expert with 
leftovers – custard remains went in the garden on 
freezing winter evenings so we could enjoy ‘ice 
cream’ next day. If we had too much or not enough 
of anything there were usually people around who 
would swap or lend. My father, who served in the 
Home Guard, was a handyman so did all the jobs 
and repairs around our and neighbours’ houses. He 
even made furniture and all my toys; my favourite 
was a scooter. 

When the war ended we celebrated, with minimal 
time for planning – so nothing formal, but such joy. 
I remember the excitement over the village bonfire, 
the bunting, dressing up and communal food. Sadly 
there were those from the village who would never 
return. Then there were many hobbling around on 
crutches, heads bandaged, arms missing. But the 
real horrors of war passed us children by. 

Even as I write this I see similarities with today. Like 
then we live in what feels like a village. We go for 

walks, meet our friends for ‘across the lane’ chats, 
revel in nature and the beautiful area we live in. 
Clearly there are differences, and the big ones are 
the social isolation and the internet. But the latter 
makes it even easier for most of us to be in touch. 
If we’re short of anything or have an excess, we tell 
a WhatsApp group and someone will oblige. And 
aren’t we all becoming more innovative again? 
Using up ingredients perhaps well past their Best 
Before date, mending and managing instead  
of discarding and buying. Zoom makes group 
meetings possible, and as it’s all been such a  
long time, even some who were nervous are now 
joining in. 

I don’t want to underestimate the awfulness of 
what’s going on, but round here many of us are 
extremely fortunate and we’re very conscious of 
our many blessings. Once again we have time to 
stand and stare, to watch the birds busily nesting, 
go on local orchid hunts finding firsts for us, seek 
out rare newly hatched butterflies, relax in our 
better-tended-than-ever-before gardens, and 
spend time chatting to locals instead of driving to 
friends and relatives all over the country. (Yes, of 
course we miss you, but we have the internet.) 

We hope and pray that life will never again be quite 
as it was. A tall order, but could it just be that 
enough will change to keep the planet alive and 
healthy for our grandchildren? 

Sue Woodd, 10 May 

  

Floret of fly orchid in Crab Wood; early purple 
orchid among bluebells in West Wood 
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From our elected representatives 
Determined the pandemic won’t take the UK backwards 

Many constituents have rightly observed to me in 
recent years what a time this is to be in parliament. 
They’re not wrong and it has tested us all like never 
before. The past few months have of course been 
simply awful for everyone, and none more so than 
those directly impacted by Covid-19. Our prayers 
remain with them and, as I said in parliament, our 
thanks and respect continue for keyworkers locally. 

Whether it be physical or mental health, society, 
economy, travel or our market-linked pensions in 
the long-term, I suspect we have yet to feel even 
half of the impact of this pandemic. But we are 
determined it will not take our country backwards 
and hit hardest those least able to cope, which is 
why I have supported government help available  
to support businesses, workers and individuals 
(naturally, recognising the vast cost incurred). 

When I spoke in the House of Commons last 
month, in the first major general debate on Covid-
19, I called on the Chancellor to extend the 
furlough scheme and ensure flexibility lies at its 
heart. I did so after speaking with a large number of 
constituents, local businesses and those who speak 
for them; I have been working hard to convey the 
views of Winchester to the heart of government. 

The subsequently announced extension of the 
furlough scheme to the end of October is plain 
common sense, as is the change to allow some 
part-time work for these employers. Flexibility is 
crucial if we’re to keep businesses not just alive

but ‘match fit’ and ready to trade fully when it is 
safe to do so. I will go on making representations  
to ministers. 

I haven’t held back from challenging the 
government and have led the line nationally in 
seeking parity between those on PAYE and the self-
employed. I will go on making the case for those 
left out of the Self-Employment Income Support 
Scheme and thank the many constituents (and 
others) who have helped me in that work. 

In other news – and there is plenty – I continue  
my campaign, as promised, to fight for our  
early years providers. They were struggling with  
the unintended impact of the free 30-hours 
entitlement and recent rises in the national living 
wage long before the pandemic. I am using all my 
experience to fight for this sector, as I did in the 
previous parliament around school funding. 

And finally, you would be forgiven for not knowing 
all that much about the issue of nitrates in the 
Solent. However, it is a huge problem and has 
created deadlock across much of the housing 
industry in our area. It is perversely prioritising 
greenfield over brownfield development.  
Local councillors have tried their best but this 
requires national attention, which is why I raised it 
in parliament recently and am working urgently 
with fellow MPs and ministers on new guidance. 

Steve Brine 
MP for Winchester, 16 May 

What changes should we be retaining? 
These are strange and worrying times, and firstly 
we hope that you and all your families are keeping 
well and managing as best you can. From the 
Council’s point of view we have been preoccupied, 
in challenging circumstances, with keeping services 
running as close to normal as possible – in 
particular, making sure that bins are emptied and 
parks and open spaces well looked after, while 
ensuring that there is support for businesses.  

In addition we have faced a transformation in the 
way we have had to work, with all meetings taking 
place virtually. This has meant a rapid change of 
technology, getting to know how to use it and then 
becoming sufficiently familiar with it to make it 
work as well as possible.  

In the meantime we have had the most remarkable 
spring, with an abundance of sun, flowers, birdsong 
and clear skies that has helped raise spirits in  
these difficult times. Many have noted with joy 
some dramatic changes in behaviour and the 
environment, characterised by a vastly increased 

sense of neighbourliness and local support. People, 
often families, have been out walking or cycling – 
enjoying the local environment, relishing the 
absence of vehicles, feeling safer on the streets, 
aware of a massive drop in air and noise pollution.  

The impact on the streets and roads is something 
many have indicated they would like to see 
retained, albeit modified, as things begin to return 
to more like normal. The presence of many people 
on the streets has highlighted the poor condition of 
pavements and their narrowness, making social 
distancing difficult. There may not have been many 
cars, but needing to step into the roads to avoid 
close contact has been a problem. The narrowness 
has always been there but now it is being noticed, 
and we are looking into temporary measures to 
reallocate highway space to pedestrians. We will 
also work to ensure that some of these benefits  
will be retained into the longer term and would 
welcome your thoughts and suggestions. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod, 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 15 May  
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Another afterthought 
During a long life of seeing many great entertainers 
come and go, I have noticed that some of them, 
having given memorable farewell performances, 
kept coming back. Two rather different examples 
come to mind – Frank Sinatra and the great 
Norwegian soprano Kirsten Flagstad. They are the 
reason why I think I owe you an apology, as, having 
said a year ago that I would give up sharing my 
thoughts in the magazine, here I am again, with a 
contribution not from a ‘lady from the pews’ but, 
more accurately, one from ‘elderly isolation’. 

My isolation exercise takes me often to walk the 
dog on Teg Down, and on recent spring days it has 
been such a lovely outing, with views for miles 
across fields and trees of so many shades of green 
and under clear blue skies. There are few people 
about, but still I can exchange distant greetings 
with the runners, the families with children and the 
other dog walkers; and in that beautiful space I can 
enjoy perfect moments. 

However, such moments cannot be far from very 
different thoughts of our present strange world, 
where I walk in the sun while other people  
are engaged in life-and-death struggles with 
coronavirus. Each day we have new numbers of 
those who have lost, and the realisation that these 
are not numbers but people. I cannot possibly 
understand how it feels to be struggling with 
financial problems, uncertainties about future 

work, or becoming a teacher and carer while 
sometimes having to go to work as well in 2020’s 
front line. 

All I have been asked to do is to keep out of 
everybody’s way, but this dreadful time of loss and 
separation has affected me too in the death of 
Eileen, a dear friend of many years, and not being 
able to say goodbye to her. Also in my family I have 
had to watch my sister and brother-in-law from a 
distance. They have been together for 66 years, 
and now Mary is in hospital and David finds it hard 
to accept the fact that he cannot visit her. Perhaps, 
however, their story leads to different thoughts, as 
they have recently become great-grandparents to  
a little girl called Margot who was born in April  
– a lovely reminder of life going on in spite of 
everything. Also there are all those other inspiring 
stories of the best of humanity, of great courage 
and kindness, and of people who find the right 
words at the right time, whether they are our 
neighbours or our Queen. 

After such random thoughts it would be good to 
end with a wise quotation from a great historic 
figure, but I hope you will forgive me if I choose 
instead some words from Joyce Grenfell, whose 
humour entertained so many people and whose 
thoughts, perhaps, might resonate with even a few 
of those we have lost. Eileen loved them. 

Heather Riley 

 
  If I should go before the rest of you 

Break not a flower nor inscribe a stone,  
Nor when I’m gone speak in a Sunday voice, 
But be the usual selves that I have known. 

Weep if you must, 
Parting is hell, 

But life goes on, 
So sing as well. 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please email them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to  
Ursula Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  

(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs; this month they 
are by Silvia Brown, Mary Copping, John Goater, Harriet Hide, 
Jonathan Hurford-Potter, Glenn Obstancias, Ursula Payne, Susie 
Richardson, Michele Rodericks, Mollie Stannard, Vicki Tibbitts, 
Laura Watson and Hugh Woodd. 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 

ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 855348, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

  Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
Wednesday term-time classes at St Paul’s Church: 

Beginners:10-week courses in the parish rooms, 5pm (starting Jan, 
April & Sept annually) 

Beginner plus/intermediate:6-8 week courses in the hall 7.30pm 
Intermediate/advanced:6-8 week courses in the hall 6.15pm 

 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
Ring Harry 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds 

Movement and health therapist 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 
Cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister 
(LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

 
 

Contact us 

The truth is that even in the midst of Covid-19 
God’s eternal loving purposes will sustain our living, and our dying, 

and then welcome us into the resurrection life. 
Peter Seal 


