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When I … do I? 
 

When I turn on the tap 
do I think of my sisters in Africa 

walking miles for water? 
 

When I switch on the light 
do I think of those in darkness 

without power, powerless? 
 

When I walk with a picnic in my rucksack 
do I think of those in India 

escaping from cities with children on their backs? 
 

When I eat out 
do I think of starving millions 

whose land is ruined by drought? 
 

When I chop wood 
do I think of the rainforests 
felled for short-term gain? 

 
When I enjoy a log fire 

do I think about wildfires 
caused by human selfishness? 

 
As a woman in an enlightened society 

do I think of millions of women 
living without rights across the world? 

 
Norma Goodwin 

 
 

This came out of ‘Re-imagining the Future’ Zoom discussions led 
by Philip Morgan and Adrienne Marsden. The poem is by no 

means finished and I feel that some readers might like to add 
their own short verses and maybe send them in to the magazine 
for a future edition. It is not intended to make people feel guilty, 

but to help us towards better ways for the future. 
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From the rector 

 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  Police non-urgent 101 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

Dear friends, 

The Westgate students have just gone home. For a short while at the beginning and end of the 
school day we hear the sound of myriad voices talking, shouting and laughing. So many young 
people at so many schools up and down our country are growing up during a time that the majority 
of us adults have never known. Teachers really are at the front line, managing all the Covid 
regulations among a jostling throng of young people. 

We know from conversations with our son Phil and his wife Sarah, both teachers, just how 
demanding this is, day on day. As Phil expressed it: ‘We’re having to expend so much energy just to 
keep things going and attempt something approaching normality’. He then added: ‘And it’s all very 
wearying’. I found his reflection helpful. No doubt each of us can in some way identify with these 
thoughts and feelings. 

The challenge seems to be to keep on keeping on, looking for the good and celebrating the 
wonderful resilience of the human spirit, which will get us all through these times. 

Re-opening St Paul’s has been a thrill. There’s been so much positive response to what has been 
achieved. It’s wonderful to be able to worship together again. This all feels experimental, and 
subject to adjustment, as we discover how to manage the Covid safety guidelines. Our maximum 
safe 2-metre distanced seating capacity seems to be no more than 40. It’s been a delight to hear 
the organ again, skilfully played by Ian Rees. In the coming weeks I look forward to us being able to 
introduce some stringed instruments and a voice or two at the 9.30 service. We all (even those of 
us who can’t sing in tune) miss being able to have hymns. It’s funny how you don’t know what you 
value until you haven’t got it! I am currently managing the booking system and aim for everyone to 
be able to worship at the 9.30 Sunday Eucharist ASAP. Do please be in touch by email or phone if 
you would like to be invited. 

Mary Copping and I are exploring the possibility of having a Wednesday 11 am Book of Common 
Prayer Holy Communion in St Paul’s. This would give lots of safe space, easy access, parking and 
toilets. If you think this is a good idea and that you might like to come, do please be in touch. Just 
by way of information and encouragement from talking with other clergy and ministers of all 
denominations: we as a parish are offering as many opportunities for worship as other churches in 
our city, if not more. 

The day-to-day life of our church communities in this geographical parish and beyond is a sign  
of our commitment to the future, rooted in our shared faith. Daily prayer and our individual 
faithfulness to whatever it is God seems to be asking us to do each day is fundamental. Our 
attention to detail and taking time over what may appear small tasks can make a profound 
difference. As the poster outside our churches reads, ‘We believe in a future that is bigger than  
the past’. 

This comes with every good wish and my prayers, 

In sure and certain hope, 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come in person as 
safety, circumstances and 
numbers allow. 

Congratulations to Maureen 
Hammond on her 90th birthday. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, William 
Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Emily 
(age 1), Jean Gardner, Bob 
Harland, Julia Jones, Phillippa 
Lerclercq, Kate Morgan, Jane  

Seal, Toby (age 7), Brett Tribe, 
Patricia Watts, Vera Willnecker 
and David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Sarah Henderson and 
Terry Russell. 

 
 

 

 
9.30 Sunday Eucharist at St Paul’s  As always, 
everyone is welcome, but because of Covid-19, 
sadly not at the same time! If you would like to 
attend, please contact Peter Seal, 854849, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. Over time, the plan is 
to include everyone who wants to be there. 
 
11.15 Sunday services at St Matthew’s with organ 
music  If you would like to attend, do contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584. Please don’t just arrive and 
hope to be able to come in. For the safety of us all 
this won’t be possible. 
 
Take part in Winchester Green Week   

 Anytime viewing  Film Thank you for the rain, 
available on Winchester Cathedral website 

 Tues 29 Sept, 7 pm  What happens to the 
Christian faith when the focus moves from 
‘what I think’ to the question of how we 
connect with each other and to the earth?  
Revd Dr Stephen Cherry of King’s College, 
Cambridge, called this ‘barefoot discipleship’  
in a book written ten years ago, and in this 
Zoom lecture he explores what it means to be 
‘barefoot disciples’ today. £6.25, booking via 
Winchester Cathedral box office, 857275. 

 Thurs 1 & Fri 2 Oct  Sustainability Conference, 
including Mark Butt from the parish speaking 
about net zero carbon buildings. Free, but book 
via eventbrite 

 

 

 

 

 Fri 2 Oct, 7 pm  Webinar discussion with Jess 
Hall from Christian Aid about the film Thank 
you for the rain. Free, but book via Winchester 
Cathedral box office, 857275 

 Further information and many more events at 
https://www.winacc.org.uk/what-we-
do/events/winchester-green-week/green-
week-2020-events/. 

 
Rectory drop-off point for Basics Bank gifts   
44 Cheriton Road, yellow box by the garage.  
Most wanted items: coffee (small jars or refill bags), 
fruit squash, tinned fruit (no grapefruit or prunes), 
tinned vegetables, tinned ravioli and spaghetti, pies 
(Fray Bentos or similar), cat food, cleaning spray, 
shower gel. 
 

 

 

 Sunday services: 
October Bible readings 
4 October 
11 October 
18 October 
25 October 

Micah 6: 6–8; Galatians 6: 14–18; Luke 12: 22–34 
Isaiah 25: 1–9; Philippians 4: 1–9; Matthew 22: 1–14 [p. 330] 
Isaiah 35: 3–6; 2 Timothy 4: 5–17; Luke 10: 1–9 [p. 1191] 
Nehemiah 8: 1–4a, 8–12; Colossians 3: 12–17; Matthew 24: 30–35 [p. 368] 

Notices 

Family feedback 

file:///G:/My%20Drive/ADMINISTRATION/WELCOME%20SHEETS/welcome%20sheets%202020/welcome09Sep2020/•%09https:/drive.google.com/file/d/1nwBerCZYnHgVVgAfSCc3wS87mDs0dM7f/view
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-conference-net-zero-carbon-buildings-tickets-119872193959
https://www.winacc.org.uk/what-we-do/events/winchester-green-week/green-week-2020-events/
https://www.winacc.org.uk/what-we-do/events/winchester-green-week/green-week-2020-events/
https://www.winacc.org.uk/what-we-do/events/winchester-green-week/green-week-2020-events/
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Beyond Ourselves 
‘At Spurgeons, we believe every child deserves the opportunity to live a happy 

and hope-filled life; that no child should face abuse, neglect or uncertainty’ 
Information about a charity we have recently begun 
to support, edited from https://spurgeons.org/ and 
a leaflet 

Orphanage  Spurgeons Children’s Charity was 
founded in 1867 by Charles Haddon Spurgeon and 
his associates when an Anglican widow, Anne 
Hillyard, donated £20,000 to open an orphanage 
for ‘fatherless boys’. At the age of 20 Spurgeon  
had been appointed as pastor of London’s famed 
New Park Street Church, and he would become 
England’s best-known Baptist preacher and writer. 
He was passionate about helping disadvantaged 
street children in London, and his practical 
response to the Bible’s teaching was to provide 
them with shelter, education and the hope of a 
better future. 

Stockwell Orphanage for boys, in south London, 
was opened in 1869. Within 10 years it was also 
welcoming in girls, and over 500 children lived 
there. After Spurgeon’s death, his work to improve 
the lives of children carried on in the orphanage. 
The children had special occasions to look forward 
to, such as Christmas outings to the beach. They 
even had a visit from the Duchess of York (who 
later became Queen Mother) for their Founder’s 
Day celebrations. 

During the Second World War the orphanage had 
to be evacuated and the majority of the children 
were moved to St David’s, Reigate. In 1951 a home 
in Birchington, Kent, was opened and became the 
new Spurgeons children’s home, remaining open 
until 1979, when children were sent to smaller 
homes or foster families. 

Family support  Today Spurgeons supports children 
and families across England in a variety of ways, 
including whole-family support in children’s  
centres and family hubs, helping young carers, 
working with families affected by domestic abuse, 
delivering parenting courses, supporting families 
affected by imprisonment and preventing child 
criminal exploitation. 

It still keeps Charles Spurgeon at the heart of its 
identity and mission, reaffirming the commitment 
to continue the work he started. The aim is to be at 
the heart of communities – listening, learning and 
building trust so as to make a lasting difference. 

Believing that the Christian faith is clear that every 
person is part of God’s creation and created in 
God’s image, Spurgeons works through this lens, 
celebrating diversity and respecting people’s value 
and free will to choose their own worldview. While 
clear about its motivating faith, it actively seeks to 
employ those from all beliefs and backgrounds. 

Invisible Walls is a family support service working 
from HMP Winchester managed by Spurgeons, 
aiming to help reduce the risk of re-offending and 
intergenerational offending through strengthened 
family relationships. Spurgeons also delivers a 
training programme to partner agencies to help 
them better understand the impact of having a 
family member in prison. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the prison the staff team and 80 volunteers 
provide: 
 family visiting seven days a week (suspended 

due to Covid-19) 
 information and resources, including 

signposting to local community services 
 parenting programmes for fathers 
 a homework club for children and their fathers 
 opportunities for children to play 
 pre- and post-release family support to help 

fathers re-integrate into their families and 
communities. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/.

  

Drawing from the visitors’ board at the prison 

God is too good to be unkind and he is too wise to be mistaken. 
And when we cannot trace his hand, we must trust his heart. 

Charles Spurgeon 

https://spurgeons.org/
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Eco Church 
Faith Bridge – united for our sacred earth 

We would like to 
convey news to you 
which, unfortunately, 
it is rare to find on 
any BBC news 
channel or, when it 
is, it’s portrayed in a 
negative way. 

Max, Friedrich and  
I recently took part  
in two Extinction 
Rebellion events, one 
in Winchester and 
the other in London. 
They were peaceful 
gatherings of people 
who wanted to stand  
up for our planet and for the future of our children 
and grandchildren. Many of them did this in 
creative and colourful ways, and the majority were 
wearing masks and keeping socially distanced. 

 

Peaceful gatherings to stand up  
for our planet and for the future  

of our children and grandchildren 

 

Many news reports sadly make you believe that 
we’re a group of radicals who are blocking streets 
and damaging property. That is far from true, and 
we are just raising awareness that the climate crisis 
must come back onto the agenda. 

It was shocking to see that there almost seemed  
to be more police officers in some places than 
protesters. There was also a helicopter circling 
above Parliament Square for at least an hour.  
I could not think of a plausible reason for having a 
helicopter watching over a group of a few hundred 
people, other than trying to be a nuisance, as the 
noise made it exceedingly difficult to listen to the 
speakers. Bearing in mind the news from previous 
days, we were slightly worried about being 
arrested for taking part in something utterly 
peaceful. It should not be like that!!! 

The peaceful demonstration in London on 5 
September ended in front of the Brazilian Embassy 
with prayers being said and candles being lit.

 

I am worried that the government is creating  
an atmosphere of fear by arresting people. No  
one should be deterred from exercising their 
democratic rights. (If you would like to contribute 
to the cause, Extinction Rebellion has been running 
Crowd Justice appeals for its UK Central Legal 
Defence Fund, which can be found online.) 

Please pray for those who have been arrested and 
for our sacred world. 

Julia Stolle and Max and Friedrich Priesemann 
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Faith development 
Exciting and readable historical novels  

During the early part of lockdown I decided to read 
some books from a rarely touched bookcase. Two 
of these I thought might be of interest to readers of 
this magazine. Both are novels by an American 
Lutheran minister; the historical parts are brought 
to life very well. 

The Robe: The Story of the 
Soldier who Tossed for 
Christ’s Robe and Won was 
first published in 1942, 
became a best-seller and 
11 years later was made 
into a film, which I saw in 
the 1950s. It’s about the 
crucifixion of Jesus and the 
principal fictional hero, 
Marcellus, is a character 
based on the Roman 
tribune responsible for 
carrying it out. The first 

part of the book concerns his earlier life and what 
led him to that position. It also introduces the 
second fictional hero, Demetrius, his intelligent 
slave. The two separate on their way to Palestine 
and meet again in Jerusalem, by which time 
Demetrius has become a Christian. 

After the crucifixion and the soldiers’ revelry that 
follows (during which Marcellus has an unhappy 
experience with Jesus’ robe), Demetrius rescues 
the robe and keeps it. Marcellus returns to Rome 
but becomes increasingly disturbed and eventually 
travels back to the Holy Land to try to find answers. 
The rest of the book is mainly about Marcellus’ 
journey to Christianity – against a background of 
the unrest in Palestine and the political situation 
there and in Rome – and of course there is love 
interest as well. 

The book is very readable, but I learned a lot  
as well!

The Big Fisherman, about 
the life of Simon Peter,  
was first published in 1948 
(film 1959). The first part 
concerns the fictional 
heroine, Fara (also called 
Esther), daughter of  
an arranged marriage 
between Antipas, son of 
Herod, and the Arabian 
princess Arnon. Antipas 
had deserted his wife as 
soon as she was pregnant 

and returned to his preferred habitat in Rome, so 
Arnon had returned to her home in Arabia. When 
informed of the birth of his daughter, he said only 
that she was to be called Esther, and Arnon later 
divorced him. 

Fara grows up resenting her father’s treatment of 
her mother and herself. Fifteen when her mother 
dies, she resolves to travel to Jerusalem, where 
Antipas is now king, and kill him! The fictional hero 
is her boyfriend, the Arab prince Voldi, who follows 
her to try and dissuade her and to protect her. The 
book covers many events in the life of Jesus and  
his disciples. The main hero is of course Jesus, but 
much of the story revolves around the time after 
his death, thus the title referring to Peter as the  
big fisherman. 

The book is exciting but also weaves much fact in, 
and it’s a good way to absorb the information. 
Needless to say, both Voldi and Fara/Esther 
become Christians and the latter gives up her plan 
to assassinate Antipas – who is later killed anyway.  

I haven’t yet disposed of my copies and am willing 
to lend or give them to anyone who wishes to 
contact me on 881173. 

Janet Bird

 

 
Just when you thought it was safe to go back  
into Winchester Guildhall, the traditional charity 
Christmas card shop has relocated. The Tourist 
Information Centre was deemed too small to  
house all those cards as well as its own staff in 
these times of social distancing. 

The former Whittard’s shop, just down the High 
Street from WH Smith, is the new all-singing, all-
dancing Christmas card destination. Opening on 
Monday 19 October, the shop will house a wide 
range of local and national charity cards to suit  
all tastes. 

The shop is looking for 
volunteers to help staff  
the unit; a lot of people  
will be needed to be able  
to serve every day from  
now until Christmas. If  
you think you could assist, 
please contact me on 
winchesterCFGC@gmail.com. 

Season’s Greetings to 
everyone! 

Cathy Wallis 

Card in aid of 
Southampton 

Paediatric Intensive 
Care Unit 

Christmas cards 
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How are you? No, how are you really? 
Like many people, I’ve experienced a range of 
emotions during lockdown, and now extending  
into our current Covid-19 restrictions. When  
people ask, ‘How are you doing/feeling?’ I find it  
so difficult to answer that I’ll often say, ‘Oh, not so 
bad’ or something similar, because I’m not really 
able to explain clearly what I do feel. However, I 
read a couple of articles recently that helped me to 
clarify my own feelings and I share them with you 
to see if they might be helpful for you too. 

The first article, by Jonathan Zecher of Australian 
Catholic University, which I draw on heavily here, 
starts by saying, ‘With some communities in 
rebooted lockdown conditions and movement 
restricted everywhere else, no one is posting 
pictures of their sourdough. 
Zoom cocktail parties have lost 
their novelty, Netflix can only 
release so many new series. The 
news seems worse every day, yet 
we compulsively scroll through 
it. We get distracted by social 
media, yet have a pile of books 
unread. We keep meaning to  
go outside but somehow never 
find the time. We’re bored, 
listless, afraid and uncertain. 
What is this feeling?’ 

He goes on to say that John 
Cassian, a fifth-century monk 
and theologian, wrote about an 
ancient Greek emotion called 
acedia. Cassian said that a 
monk’s mind ‘seized’ by this emotion is ‘horrified at 
where he is, disgusted with his room … It does not 
allow him to stay still in his cell or to devote any 
effort to reading. He feels such bodily listlessness 
and yawning hunger as though he were worn by a 
long journey or a prolonged fast … Constantly in 
and out of his cell, he looks at the sun as if it were 
too slow in setting.’ 

This certainly resonated with me, ‘aptly describing 
a strange combination of listlessness, undirected 
anxiety and inability to concentrate’. Historically, 
acedia was seen as a negative emotion with 
overtones of disapproval – sometimes identified  
as sloth and later melancholy, or a state of  
spiritual listlessness. It’s a term that has now 
largely disappeared. 

Today, the pandemic and governmental responses 
to it create social conditions that approximate  
(to some extent) to those of the desert monks 
especially, but not exclusively, for people living 
alone. ‘TV and social media offer a barrage of bad 
(or misleading) news. Social distancing limits or 
even excludes physical contact, even for the very 

seriously ill. Lockdown constricts physical space  
and movement. Working from home or having  
lost work entirely both overturn former routines 
and habits.’ 

Reviving and using the term acedia could be helpful 
and important to our experience in two ways. 

First, it separates the complex of emotions brought 
on by enforced isolation, constant uncertainty and 
the barrage of bad news from clinical terms like 
‘depression’ or ‘anxiety’. Saying, ‘I’m feeling acedia’ 
could legitimise feelings of listlessness and anxiety 
as valid emotions in our current circumstances. 

Second, and perhaps more importantly, it explains 
why the feelings associated with physical isolation 

are made worse by emotional 
isolation – and the concern  
that perhaps this thing I feel  
is mine alone.  

Zecher concludes: ‘When an 
experience can be named, it can 
be communicated more clearly  
as well as helping us with 
emotional regulating. So, as we, 
like Cassian’s desert monks, 
struggle through our own “long, 
dark teatime of the soul”, we  
can name this experience,  
which is now part of our 
emotional repertoire.’ 

The second article was by the 
BBC’s Victoria Gill. She cites a 
Royal Society paper by Professor 

Robin Dunbar, suggesting that friendships can 
deteriorate quickly if you don’t invest in them – 
which is hard to do when socially separated. The 
impact is even more significant for older people, 
who generally find it more difficult to make new 
friends. ‘The biggest single factor affecting health, 
wellbeing, happiness – even the ability to survive 
surgery or illness – is the number of high-quality 
friendships you have … There is no substitute for 
close face-to-face encounters.’ Dr Jenny Groake 
from Queen’s University, Belfast, has studied 
loneliness during the pandemic. ‘People [in our 
surveys] also spoke about missing physical touch, 
finding it “bizarre” and “not normal” to go so  
long without touching people.’ Gentle touch is 
normal for humans; it promotes pleasure and 
reinforces interpersonal bonding. This ‘gives new 
psychological meaning to the feeling of needing a 
hug from a friend’. 

All this helped me a great deal, giving me a clearer 
sense of what and why I feel as I do, and it’s 
entirely normal! 

Michael Joseph 
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Some advice on wellbeing 
Stress is exhausting  I wonder what your reaction 
was when it was announced that churches could 
open again for private prayer and then for public 
worship. Whatever your situation, just coping with 
the experience of the past months will have been 
exhausting. The stress reaction to a crisis is fuelled 
by the release of adrenalin to help us respond as 
best we can. But that stress response is only meant 
to last for a short time to deal with an immediate 
event! It will be in our bodies as well as our minds 
that we will be registering the effects of this. 

Take time out  Your whole brain-body needs to rest 
and allow the nervous system to reset before 
ploughing on to the next phase of this crisis. Self-
care is vital if we are in this for the long-haul. 

Take time to reflect  You may have come across 
the saying, ‘We have travelled so far, so fast, that 
now it is time to sit and let our souls catch up with 
us’. I’ve seen it in various forms, but the truth of it 
is important from one stage of the pandemic to the 
next. It’s important for us on a personal level to 
reflect on experience and where we are now.  
There is no ‘going back to normal’ as many of  
us wish for, and there will be many losses to 
acknowledge and grieve, as well as new insights, 
initiatives and opportunities that have emerged. 
But most importantly, what has shifted within 
ourselves as people and congregations? What have 
our experiences been and what have we learnt? 
When we travel this road of reflection, we are 
better able to make life-giving choices about how 
to move forwards as God’s people on the Way. 

 

When we travel this road of reflection, 
we are better able to make life-giving 
choices about how to move forwards  

as God’s people on the Way. 

 

Living with the unknown  One of the hardest  
things of living through this pandemic crisis is living 
with uncertainty, with the anxiety of simply not 
knowing. Nobody knows how this will all turn  
out, and what ups and downs there will be on the 
way. It makes us feel insecure and vulnerable.  
How can we resource ourselves to live with such 
vulnerability – both our own and trying to hold it 
for others? 

The poet Rainer Maria Rilke counselled his ‘young 
poet’ to be patient with the uncertainties in his 
heart, to ‘love the questions themselves’ and to live 
them, without seeking answers. He would not be 
given the answers, wrote Rilke, because he could 
not live with them. Instead he should ‘Live the 

questions now.’ ‘Perhaps [we] will then gradually,’ 
suggests Rilke, ‘without noticing it, live along some 
distant day into the answer.’ 

We are travelling this journey as the disciples did in 
the experience of Holy Saturday – of the extreme 
vulnerability of not knowing the outcome, nor  
of what lies ahead. What holds us is that we are 
accompanied; Jesus has travelled this road. We can 
only be present to the experience and live into it in 
the company of the one who is faithful and who 
holds our souls in being. 

Resilience  Three representations for reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1  the rock – solid, unmoved as the waters swirl 
around it in the raging river 

2  the tree – well rooted in the ground, able to 
bend and flex with the wind and all that buffets it 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3  the sand dune – the storm lifts up the sand and 
swirls it around so when it lands again after the 
storm, it is still sand but completely refigured in 
shape and form. 

Hilary Ison with Christopher Southgate  
and Carla Grosch-Miller, extracts from 

tragedyandcongregations.org.uk 

https://tragedyandcongregations.org.uk/category/blog/
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Charlotte’s 
crafts for the 

children’s 
service 

Chair men 
at work 

Alice trying 
Charlotte’s 
experiment 

Bunting for Winchester 
Green Week 
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Cleaning in 
preparation for 
the first service 

First service in the 
renewed St Paul’s 

Clarendon 
Way walk 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
The refurbishment at St Paul’s is nearly finished 
and we have just begun to hold services in the 
beautiful new surroundings. Within the clear  
Covid-19 guidelines there has been lots of careful 
thought about how many people can safely meet 
for worship. 

Parent consultation  Peter Seal, Bill Lucas, Sandra 
Lewis and I have had discussions about the best 
ways to involve children at St Paul’s. Clearly the 
most important thing is their safety and that of the 
rest of the congregation. A crucial part of the 
planning has been to consult with parents. I have 
spoken to many, whose input is included below: 

1 Most young children are not good at social 
distancing. In pre-school and primary school 
they are in large bubbles and mix with lots of 
people. During services, they are likely to rush 
over to those they know, and it would be 
almost impossible to keep them in one place. 
They would touch many surfaces. 

2 Under the safety guidelines congregational 
singing, drinks and snacks are not permitted, 
and with a necessarily small congregation the 
children’s story isn’t feasible. Parents were 
concerned that church services wouldn’t be 
enjoyable for the children 
and they didn’t want them 
to be put off. 

3 Vulnerable and anxious 
people might feel less safe 
with children in the service. 

4 However, secondary school 
pupils can be relied upon  
to stay in one place and 
therefore may attend. 

5 People value the online 
children’s services and 
hope that they will continue. 

From this, the following recommendations were 
made, at this stage, with everything under  
constant review: 

 Children in the 9.30 service  For the moment, 
children up to Year 6 won’t attend the 9.30 
Sunday Eucharist. Families with secondary-age 
children who wish to attend should be in touch 
with Peter in the usual way. 

 Family services  Sandra and I are planning a 
socially distanced Family Service in St Paul’s 
Church on Sunday 4 October at 2.30 pm, aimed 
at all ages. We will email families to ask who 
would like to attend. There will be a reading, 
prayers, drama and miming to action songs, 
plus a treasure hunt. We’ll ask for feedback 

from those who come and then decide when 
the next service might be held and what format 
it might take. 

 Online children’s services  These will continue. 
They are valued for involving many children 
and families in doing the readings and prayers, 
plus older members of the congregation 
contributing stories. Apparently many of our 
more senior churchgoers enjoy these services 
as well. My granddaughter Charlotte is now 
back at school but happy when she is able to 
continue the craft activities, which are popular. 
She has demonstrated a couple of science 
experiments – making a lava lamp and piercing 
a bag full of water with pencils, with the water 
remaining in the bag (see the photos on p. 10). 
She also made a moving pair of feet! Our youth 
assistant, Olli Wilson-Smith, continues to put all 
the films together, and huge thanks go to him. 

Zoom meetings  Members of one of our young 
people’s groups have decided that they would like 
to carry on meeting occasionally on Zoom with Olli 
and me. 

Confirmation service, Sun 1 November  Three 
young people are preparing to be confirmed – Alec 

McKerrell, Ewan McKerrell and 
Kat Marsden – and one other is 
thinking and praying about this. 
Please do pray for them as they 
get ready for such an important 
event in their Christian lives.  
I’m holding Confirmation 
preparation sessions, outside 
when possible, with Olli 
helping. They’re designed to 
help the young people learn 
more about their faith, ask 
questions and make sure they 

feel that Confirmation is for them at this point. 

Winchester Green Week, 27 September–4 October  
Children (and adults) from our churches have made 
wonderful flags to be put up as bunting around the 
shops during Winchester Green Week (see photos 
on p. 10). I’ve passed them on to WinACC and they 
will let me know where the flags will be displayed 
so we can go and see them. 

It is so good that we have so many children, young 
people and families at St Paul’s, and we will 
continue to involve them as much as possible as a 
valuable part of our church community. I will carry 
on being in contact with families by phone, email 
and text. Please do phone me at any time if you 
would like to chat. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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Ride + Stride 2020 
My sincere thanks to all the volunteers who 
generously offered to welcome visitors to St Paul’s 
and St Matthew’s for this year’s Ride + Stride, held 
on 12 September. People throughout the county 
also gave their time and energy by cycling, walking, 
running and driving around churches and chapels 
to raise money for Hampshire & the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust, who then give grants to maintain 
and improve these wonderful buildings. 

From conversations with participants, we found 
that all were delighted to be taking part, despite 
the necessity for face coverings and social 

distancing. There were particular comments about 
the friendliness and warm welcome that visitors 
received from the volunteers at St Paul’s and  
St Matthew’s. 

St Paul’s Building for Life project, I’m happy to say, 
also attracted many visitors unconnected with Ride 
+ Stride. Everyone was impressed with the renewal 
of the building, mentioning especially the 
sensitivity and thought that had been given to the 
layout, which gives the church such a sense of 
spaciousness, welcome and peace. 

Heather Ellis 

   

Tanners and bobs 
Back in the days of tanners and bobs,  
when Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs.  
When football-team families wore hand-me-down shoes,  
and TV gave only two channels to choose. 
 
Back in the days of thrupenny bits,  
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits. 
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted 
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand-knitted.  
 
Back in the days of hot ginger beers, 
when children remained so for more than six years. 
When children respected what older folks said, 
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed. 
 
Back in the days of Listen with Mother, 
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other. 
When cars were so rare you could play in the street. 
When Doctors made house calls; Police walked the beat. 
 
Back in the days of Milligan’s Goons, 
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes. 
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea, 
and your annual break was a day by the sea. 
 
Back in the days of Dixon’s Dock Green, 
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream. 
When children could freely wear National Health glasses, 
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes. 
 
Back in the days of rocking and reeling, 
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling. 
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools, 
and everyone dreamed of a win on the pools. 
 
Back in the days when I was a lad, 
I can’t help but smile for the fun that I had. 
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob. 
Back in the days of tanners and bobs. 
 
A. B. Wyze, author and illustrator (alter ego of David 
Wood, poet and writer); book available on Amazon, 
submitted by Nan Deedes 

Bob 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Back-Days-Tanners-Bobs-Wyze/dp/1671830334/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=tanners+and+bobs&qid=1600979515&sr=8-1
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An afterthought 
 
I wonder how many times I have told the story of 
Noah, with its tales of punishment, the ark and  
its animals, the flood, and those forty days and 
nights before the floods subsided and God signed 
the covenant with Noah through a magnificent 
rainbow. A wonderful story, but also one where  
we would try to understand its importance to  
those people who first heard it as they grew to 
understand their relationship with their God. 

I hope, however, that I will not offend anyone  
by recounting two more modern interpretations  
of the story. One from the 80s is attributed to  
Keith Waterhouse, and tells of God’s growing 
exasperation as the ark is not completed on time 
because Noah wrestles with difficulties over 
contracts, gopher wood supplies, loss of invoices, 
delayed delivery dates, a plumber on strike and his 
sons departing to form a pop group. Even gathering 
two of every creature causes problems, culminating 
in his anguished reason for not providing the 
unicorns: ‘Lord, Lord, they are a discontinued line!’ 

The other is from film, about a young congressman 
who is instructed by God (Morgan Freeman) to 
build an ark. He refuses but is thwarted in every 
effort to get on with his life until he gives in, when 
he becomes like the biblical Noah with long robes 
and beard. He completes his task helped by his 
family and the animals, ridiculed by his neighbours 
and under clear blue skies. They are glad of rescue, 
however, when there is a flood caused by the 
break-up of a dam due to corruption in its building. 
All ends as it should, but it is the last scene that 
perhaps deserves a place here, as God writes the 
word ARK in soft earth and suggests that the letters 
stand for Acts of Random Kindness.

During the past six months, it seems that no day  
or even hour has not been dominated by the 
pandemic of Covid-19, whether it is through 
politics, science or economics, or its effects on the 
future through education, business or any other 
aspect of our lives. At the same time, numbers of 
deaths mount and we remember that each number 
is a person who lived a life. 

A grim time, and yet from the very beginning there 
has been something else – an overwhelming story 
of caring and giving, and that kindness. Millions of 
pounds have been raised for the NHS and other 
charities by walking, running, even dancing and 
sewing protective clothing. There have been  
meals and beds for keyworkers and the homeless, 
provisions for people in isolation and from the  
food banks. The list goes on, but even more there 
are other things – the phone call, the letter, the 
friendly wave and smile in passing, showing no-one 
is forgotten. Even I needed help recently, and it 
came with time, skill and a kindness for which I am 
deeply grateful. 

I don’t know why a rainbow was chosen as a 
symbol for this time, but it brings us back to Noah’s 
story – though for us there are no forty days and 
nights, and we do not know when our ‘trees will  
be above the water’ and we will be able to move 
freely, seeing rainbows only as a beautiful sign that 
a storm is over. I wish I could end with wise words, 
but all I can do is remember the last character in 
Noah’s story – a small white bird with an olive twig 
bearing green leaves, who returned to bring hope 
and became the symbol forever of that hope  
and peace. 

Heather Riley, 10 September 

  

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they are 
by James Clay, Mary Copping, Talia 
Hedstrom, Sandra Lewis, Ursula 
Payne, Julia Stolle and Pixabay’s 
Sophia Hilmar, David Mark, mbll, 
Andreas Reich and skeeze. 
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From our elected representatives 
Winchester as a workplace destination 

Parliament is back in full swing now, and without  
a conference season this year, it’s a long session 
through until Christmas. I have been speaking out 
in recent weeks about my concerns for the future 
of many health prevention duties within the remit 
of the soon-to-be-disbanded Public Health England. 
Babies and bathwater. 

I also spoke recently in a major debate on aviation 
and focused on two things: the shameful way 
British Airways has turned a health crisis into an 
industrial relations catastrophe; and sustainable air 
travel as we chase our climate change objectives 
through the ‘jet zero’ programme. It should never 
be ‘either/or’, and we shouldn’t listen to the 
negative mindset that says otherwise. 

I have been working with my Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport Select Committee on the many issues we 
face around re-opening venues at capacity in the 
wake of Covid-19. We heard from Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, among others, about the work taking 
place in theatres and other venues to try and save 
our creative industries. And we heard from the 
festival sector about the ideas being worked on to 
see if we can return to muddy fields somewhere in 
the middle of the English countryside next summer. 

I realise both may seem like an indulgence – and 
nobody is getting it out of perspective – but we 

lead the world in the arts and it’s my belief  
we should at least try to lead them out of the 
pandemic in a safe and responsible way. We’re 
putting pressure on the Treasury for limited 
extended help via the furlough scheme where 
sectors like this are unable to trade their way back 
to health. 

Finally, I passionately believe Winchester has a 
unique opportunity to become a real workplace 
destination in the wake of Covid-19 and changing 
work patterns. The question is, do we have the 
local leadership, the ambition and the vision  
to grab this opportunity? In my recent column 
published in the Hampshire Chronicle, I argue that 
the challenges facing Winchester’s economy and 
continued dithering over its regeneration have 
been badly exposed by the pandemic. My thesis is 
that Winchester can no longer afford to indulge in 
endless debate and self-interested legal challenge, 
because this is all connected to the changing 
workplace. We should have a bold strategy to be  
an exciting workplace destination and build an 
economic powerhouse that can fund the public 
services and cultural offering we so value. 

Steve Brine 
MP for Winchester, 10 September 

Let’s keep the gullies clear! 
Our work has continued to be dominated by 
Covid-19 – its impact on people’s lives, but also 
the Council budget. We hope you are all well  
and are beginning to see things getting back to 
something resembling normal, even if different. 

Schools are back; some people have returned  
to their workplaces. Meanwhile the Council’s  
focus has been on supporting local businesses, 
encouraging everyone to ‘shop local’ and ensuring 
people are safe and can observe social distancing 
on the streets, in shops, cafés and offices. 

River Park Leisure Centre has been re-opened,  
is cleaner than before, and is providing a good 
experience for swimmers. The markets are back, 
and to facilitate social distancing the Sunday 
markets are now taking place in the Broadway.  
It’s early days, but so far the change has been 
positive for both traders and the public, with many 
commenting that it just feels right. It’s a wonderful 
space and really good to see it being used and 
appreciated. The closure of the Square to traffic  
at weekends has also been a great success. The 
challenge now is to see if some measures can be 
continued into the future. 

As well as the pandemic we have also 
had to deal with the consequences of 
an astonishing downpour at the end of 
August. Flash flooding affected many 
homes and businesses in the town 
centre. Our area is not called Fulflood 
for nothing! Many homes and streets 

were affected – Cranworth Road and Wentworth 
Grange in particular. The floods left debris on the 
roads which the Council cleared. 

The problems arise when there is an intense 
downpour that overwhelms the drains and gullies. 
For a long time one of the worst areas in the 
neighbourhood has been by the St Paul’s railway 
bridge, just where pedestrians need to cross. It has 
taken a very long time to get that gully cleared, but 
fortunately it was done just before the downpour, 
making a huge difference. The gullies are the 
responsibility of Hampshire County Council; if you 
are aware of any that are blocked do please report 
them on Hantsweb. Keeping them clear really helps 
prevent such flooding. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod, 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 11 September  

https://roadenquiries.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems/highwaydefect/otherdrainage.aspx
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 
WINCHESTER 

Flat roof specialists 
 

Ring Harry 
01962 860487, 07795 935202 

 
Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  

Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 

 
 
 

Free estimates 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Winchester Shape Note Singing Group 

Community singing for all 

No auditions – beginners and experienced singers 
 all welcome! 

St Paul’s parish rooms, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB 
1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7.30–9.30 pm 

Cost: collection tin 

For more information  
E-mail: winchestersns@aol.com 

Facebook: Winchester Shape Note Singing 
 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 
Cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Amanda Berridge, PCC treasurer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
777808 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister 
(LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 
(during Covid-19, handled by Katy 
Palacio) 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, 
safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to St 
Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

God, give us strength. Strength to hold on and strength to let go. 
Michael Leunig 


