22 November 2020
Christ the King;
the Sunday next before Advent

Welcome to the parish online

Church use during lockdown
During lockdown our two churches can be used for:
1 individual private prayer: St Matthew’s is already open every day and
we plan to open St Paul’s too, just as soon as all moveable items are
safely secured
2 funerals for up to a maximum of 30 mourners, plus essential staff;
thanks to John Schulz we can now live-stream funerals, depending on
his availability.
Broadcasting Sunday worship is allowed within the new regulations. This means
we can continue to live-stream the 9.30 service from St Paul’s with a small
number of individuals leading the worship. (Please note, we no longer have the
equipment or capacity to pre-record Sunday services in church with added home
recordings of readings, intercessions and music.)
The much appreciated pre-recorded Sunday children’s service will continue
unaffected, thanks to Mary Copping and Olli Wilson-Smith, who does the editing.

If you come to church for individual private prayer, please remember:

Prayer
 with the Anglican Communion we pray for the Church of Bermuda; for
Archbishop Justin
 within our diocese, for Bishops Tim, David and Debbie; for the diocese’s Clergy
Retirement Officers, Clergy Widows’ and Widowers’ Officers and the Clerical
Registry, giving thanks for the ministry of retired clergy and Licenced Lay
Ministers
 our mission giving: £750 through Church Mission Society for our mission
partners, a young family in southeast Asia working alongside the local church,
leading training and teaching English to resource emerging leaders
 our personal preparations for the season of Advent in anticipation of the birth of
Christ
 resolution to the conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray Province; for the thousands who
have fled to neighbouring Sudan
 all who don’t have enough to eat and have limited access to clean drinking water;
for agencies working to change the structures that keep people poor; those in
Senegal, Mauritania and other places where previously fertile soil is now desert
 people whose lives, property and livelihood are threatened by extreme weather;
for the Mock COP26 youth-led climate change conference taking place online at
present
 honest, wise leadership by our politicians, for the common good
 peace between political opponents, divided communities and within families
 victims of crime; those who fear for their personal safety, especially in large cities
 giving thanks for the promising news on vaccines for Covid-19 and the
commitments to making it available internationally
 the unwell: Emily (age 1), Toby (age 7), Ian Cunliffe, Jean Gardner, Bob and
Elizabeth Harland, Phillippa Lerclercq, Tom Mounsey and Patricia Watts
 the long-term unwell: Caroline Behan, William Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Julia
Jones, Kate Morgan, Jane Seal, Brett Tribe, Vera Willnecker and David Wilson
 those who have died recently; all living with the pain of untimely death; God’s
comfort for their families and friends and all who remember loved ones

Please see the notice following the Order of Service
about the archbishops’ call to prayer every day at 6 pm
Do feel free to send prayer requests
to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org

‘Virtual’ service for 22 November
9.30 am

Parish Eucharist (live-streamed from St Paul’s)

The gathering

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The greeting

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of
preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of
penitence

Jesus says,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand’.
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
Let us confess our sins.
O King enthroned on high,
filling the earth with your glory:
holy is your name,
Lord God almighty.
In our sinfulness we cry to you
to take our guilt away,
and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect

Almighty God,
you have conferred upon Jesus Christ
sovereignty over every age and nation.
Direct us, in the love of Christ,
to care for the least of his brothers and sisters,
that we may be subject to his dominion
and receive the inheritance of your kingdom.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Liturgy of the
word

Ezekiel 34: 11–16, 20–24 [p. 360]
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and
will seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they
are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from
the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the
land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights
of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains
of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make
them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will
feed them with justice.

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed
with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with
your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between
sheep and sheep.
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I,
the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince
among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
For God’s holy word,
thanks be to God.
Ephesians 1: 15–23 [p. 362]
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards
all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for
you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working
of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet
and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
For God’s holy word,
thanks be to God.
Hymn

1

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Refrain

3

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Refrain

Thomas O. Chisholm (1866–1960) Copyright © 1923, renewal 1951 Hope
Publishing Company. Used by permission

Gospel
reading

Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven.
Alleluia.
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 25: 31–46 [p. 362]
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then
the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me”. Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me”.
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed,
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me”. Then they also will answer, “Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to me”. And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Revd Liz Stuart

Prayers

Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications
to the throne of grace.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Liturgy of the
sacrament

To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
Colossians 3: 14, 15
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

Eucharistic
Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is our duty and our joy to thank and praise you,
God of heaven and earth; for you are our shepherd,
who called Abraham by name, gathered a people under Moses,
fed your flock in the wilderness
and led them out of Egypt and Babylon
to take refuge in your sheepfold.
In the fullness of time you sent Jesus to be our shepherd king,
leading us beside still waters,
delivering us from the valley of the shadow of death
and restoring our souls.
And so with all your gathered flock,
with sheep that are not of this fold
and with saints and angels surrounding your glorious throne,
we praise your name and join the unending hymn.

Abundant God, you bestow upon your people
the riches of your glorious inheritance
and the immeasurable greatness of your power.
You send upon your disciples the Spirit of wisdom and revelation.
Send now that same Spirit to breathe upon your Church
and make it resound with your praise.
Sanctify this bread and cup that they may be for us
the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me’.

After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
God of glory, you sent Jesus to be our prophet, priest and king,
and you show us his face in the face of those
on whom the world turns its back.
As the tempted Christ was hungry in the wilderness,
make yourself known to all who search for food.
As the crucified Christ was thirsty hanging on the tree,
reveal your love among those who lack clean water.
As the infant Christ was a stranger in Egypt,
manifest your visage through any who are pilgrims from afar.
As the newborn Christ was naked in the manger,
live in all who experience shame and exposure.
As Christ in his passion was sick to the heart in Gethsemane,
declare your grace among those who suffer in body, mind or spirit.
And as Christ under judgement was a prisoner under Pontius Pilate,
be with all who are incarcerated by folly, injustice or fear.
Renew your Church by making it resemble Jesus,
our crucified king, our saviour, Lord and friend,
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s
Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of
the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of
Communion

Lord Jesus,
we believe that you are present in this most holy sacrament.
We love you above all things
and desire to receive you into our souls.
Since we cannot at this moment
receive you sacramentally together,
come into our hearts.
We embrace you, knowing you are already there,
and unite ourselves wholly to you.
Never permit us to be separated from you.
Amen.

PostCommunion
prayers

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink this cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be upon you, your homes and loved ones
today and always.
Amen.
Stay in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Services next Sunday, 29 November
The first Sunday of Advent
BCP
9.30 am

9.30 am

p. 47
Sunday Eucharist (live-streamed)
Readings: Isaiah 64: 1–9; 1 Corinthians 1: 3–9;
Mark 13: 24–37 [p. 377]
Children’s service (online)

Notices
Peter Seal on leave From Mon 9 November until Mon 7 December Peter is on
planned sick leave due to some problems in managing his type 2 diabetes. During
this period the wonderful parish team is very much available for any pastoral or
administrative need or enquiry, especially during this time of lockdown. Do please
feel free to contact:
 Mary Copping, 07921 886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
 Liz Stuart, liz@stmatthewstpaul.org
 Katy Palacio, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org or on the office voicemail, 844878,
where messages will be checked regularly (but not daily)
 Ursula Payne, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org (for welcome sheet prayer requests,
notices, magazine contributions)
 Mike Russell-Smith, 853584
Peter thanks everyone caring for the parish during this time and sends his best
wishes.
Archbishops’ call to pray for the nation The archbishops invite us to make this
month of lockdown a month of prayer, saying, ‘More than anything else, whatever
the nation thinks, we know that we are in the faithful hands of the risen Christ who
knows our weaknesses, tiredness and struggles and whose steadfast love endures
for ever’. They ask every person of goodwill to pray at 6 pm each day during this
period, and offer themes and online resources at
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19guidance-churches/call-prayer-nation#monday.
Thursday homegroup is studying The Naturalist and the Christ by Tim Heaton, based
on the film Creation. Meetings are fortnightly online; to join, contact Peter and Irene
Casey (808776, pheasants@picasey.me.uk), who will explain how it works.
Clarendon Way walk Thank you to all who took part and contributed sponsorship.
The total raised was £1,390, split 50/50 between Winchester Hospice and
Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust.
Christmas cards in support of Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust
(HIHCT), featuring a picture of Holy Trinity, Ventnor, are available from the Chair of
HIHCT, Lady Joan Appleyard, joanappleyard@aol.co.uk. £4 for a pack of 8.
Alternatively, you may be able to purchase in person from Winchester Charity
Christmas Card Shop at 155 High Street (the former Whittard’s), which opened in
October, shut as required in November but intends to re-open in December
whenever the second lockdown ends.

The Naturalistic Case for Free Will A free live webinar from the Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion, led by Professor Christian List of the London School of
Economics, at 1–2 pm on Tues 24 November. No booking required; access from
https://tinyurl.com/yxpu224p.
‘Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God’ (Psalm 42: 11) On
Sun 13 December, 6–6.50 pm, there will be a new lay-led service at St Paul’s with
prayer and praise, music, reflection and silence. All are warmly welcome but
booking is essential; please contact Liz Stannard, liz@thestannards.co.uk, 07801
133236. Usual Covid precautions apply. For more information contact Liz, Fiona Butt
(fionabutt66@gmail.com) or Michael Joseph (michael@4joseph.co.uk).
Eco Church
The climate emergency: what next? Free online University of Winchester event on
Wed 25 November, 11 am–1 pm. Many organisations have declared a climate
emergency, but what comes next? Speakers will include Chris Holloway of WinACC
and Quinn Runckle of Students Organising for Sustainability. Book at
https://tinyurl.com/yyeqepzm.
Plastic bottle tops Help reduce plastic waste and raise money for
Lanterns, the nursery school on Bereweeke Road. Please put
washed type 2 or 4 plastic tops in the crate outside St Paul’s.
Thank you to all who have contributed so far – there has been a great response!

Prayer for the nation
Loving God,
your Son Jesus Christ came that we might have life and have it abundantly;
pour out your blessing upon our nation.
Where there is illness, bring your healing touch;
where there is fear, strengthen us with the knowledge of your presence;
where there is uncertainty, build us up in faith;
where there is dishonesty, lead us into truth;
where there is discord, may we know the harmony of your love.
This we ask in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Contact us
Canon Peter Seal, Rector
854849 (h) 844878 (office) M, Tu, W, Th, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org
Revd Mary Copping, Children/Youth Co-ordinator & Assistant Priest
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org
Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator
844878 M, W, F, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
Ursula Payne, Rector’s Assistant & Building for Life Administrator
844878 M, Tu, Th, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org (please send me any notices)
Parish Office (currently closed), St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22
5AB, 844878, www.stmatthewstpaul.org
Staff are working from home whenever possible, and can be reliably contacted by
email; parish meetings are cancelled until further notice
Please make cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC – all gifts gratefully received
Sort code 55-81-26, Account 73264024
Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Common Worship: Times and Seasons copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 and
published by Church House Publishing. Eucharistic prayer from Joining the Angels’ Song: Eucharistic
Prayers for Sundays and Holy Days, Years A, B, and C, copyright © Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher
2016 and published by Canterbury Press, an imprint of Hymns Ancient & Modern. Hymn copied from
HymnQuest: Copyright Licence Users’ Edition. Streaming licence CCLI 111838.

