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St Paul’s Pre-school 

enjoy the snow and ice 
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Following on from last month’s words from the Benedictine community about 
fasting and feasting during Lent, here are two further challenging contributions 

 

Do you want to fast this Lent? 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

Fast from worries and have trust in God. 
Fast from complaints; contemplate simplicity. 

Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
Fast from bitterness; fill your hearts with joy. 
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate. 

Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
Fast from words; be silent and listen. 

Pope Francis 
Contributed by Chris and Ian Valentine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feast for Lent 

Fast from criticism and feast on praise. 
Fast from self-pity and feast on joy. 

Fast from ill-temper and feast on peace. 
Fast from resentment and feast on contentment. 

Fast from jealousy and feast on love. 
Fast from pride and feast on humility. 

Fast from selfishness and feast on service. 
Fast from fear and feast on faith. 

Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger (1900–1968) 
Contributed by Janet Bird 

https://neatnik2009.wordpress.com/2018/07/19/feast-of-arthur-carl-lichtenberger-september-3/
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Letter from the rector 

 
 
 

 

Sunday services: March Bible readings 
7 Mar 
14 Mar 
21 Mar 
28 Mar 

Exodus 20: 1–17; 1 Corinthians 1: 18–25; John 2: 13–22 [p. 464] 
Exodus 2: 1–10; Colossians 3: 12–17; John 19: 25b–27 [p. 470] 
Jeremiah 31: 31–34; Hebrews 5: 5–10; John 12: 20–33 [p. 474] 
Mark 11: 1–11 [p. 477]; Isaiah 50: 4–9a [p. 479]; Philippians 2: 5–11 
[p. 480]; Mark 14: 1–15: 47 [p. 481] 

Dear friends, 

As always, it’s so good to keep in touch in this way. Thank you for reading this magazine. I hope  
you enjoy it and feel connected with the many interesting themes that the articles lead us into.  
I hope too that you are keeping well and beginning to feel personally that you are ready to emerge 
gradually from the restrictions of lockdown. 

You may already have heard that I have been offered the opportunity of retiring 15 months earlier 
than I had expected. I’m sorry if this comes as a shock. This means that my last day as rector, after 
20 years, will be 26 August. I will have been in full-time ministry for 38 years. I’m really grateful for 
the messages of appreciation so many of you have sent – thank you. 

During September Julia, Katie and I will be moving to Dorset to live closer to our families. We will  
be so very sorry to leave the parish, and Winchester, which will have been our home for 34 years.  
It will be a huge change for us. We will go with a wealth of good memories of special times in this 
parish, at St Luke’s and St Mark’s for ten years before that, and four years at what was then King 
Alfred’s College when we first moved to this great city. There is just so much we will miss, but we 
also feel ready for a new chapter in our lives. 

Meanwhile I’m very much here and really enjoying working with the splendid team of clergy and lay 
leaders who enable the life of this parish. One of the greatest thrills in my ministry is to see so many 
of you growing in faith and in your commitment to living this out in your lives. I think what I’m 
hoping, as we emerge from lockdown and life begins to open up again, is that during these next six 
months you may find yourself thinking, ‘I want to be involved in the life of the Church in a new way, 
I want to make a new commitment, I want to prioritise …’ The truly wonderful thing about God is 
that God continually does at least three things, and often at the same time! God comforts us; God 
challenges us; God surprises us. 

We’re in the season of Lent, which is primarily an opportunity to prepare for Easter and our 
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus and life in all its fullness. In his video (see p. 4), Bishop Tim 
helpfully reminds us that Lent is a desert time. This past year could be described as an extended 
desert time. We’ve been in a Covid desert. Though on occasions harsh and testing, as deserts are, at 
the same time they can be fertile and fruitful. I hope this makes some sense and encourages you to 
reach out into a new future with a trusting heart and full of faith. 

We long for the day when we can worship again safely in both our churches. Your planning group 
continue to work with both government and Church guidelines. We anticipate staying with our 
current filmed Sunday Eucharist for the coming weeks whilst at the same time making a plan for a 
phased return to live worship. You’ll smile: I’m missing hymn singing so much that I’m singing to 
myself! (Just glad no one can hear.) Details of Holy Week and Easter services will be put in the 
weekly welcome sheet and on the website, www.stmatthewstpaul.org. 

With every good wish and my prayers, 

www.stmatthewstpaul.org
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come in person 
when circumstances allow. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, William 
Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Jean 
Gardner, Bob and Elizabeth 
Harland, Julia Jones, Lauren  
(age 9), Phillippa Lerclercq, 
Margaret McAllister, Grace 
McGilveray, Kate Morgan, Tom 

Mounsey, Jane Seal, Steph, Brett 
Tribe, Patricia Watts, Vera 
Willnecker and David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy  
and prayers to close family and 
friends of those who have died 
recently. 

 
 

 

 
Site Manager for St Paul’s  Are you practical, 
resourceful and good with people? Would you like 
to help us develop the use of our new facilities?  
We need someone to look after both of our 
churches and their grounds, the parish hall  
and the parish rooms; and to work with our 
dedicated volunteers. If you or anyone you  
know might be interested, please go to 
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/site-manager-job-
opportunity/. Closing date for applications: Wed  
3 March.  
 
Lent charity  This Lent the parish is supporting 
Christian Aid’s Coronavirus Emergency Appeal, 
working with partners and faith leaders to inform 
people about the risks, offering vital hygiene 
training, equipping health facilities with supplies, 
and providing food packages to the most 
marginalised families. We invite cash or cheque 
donations (with Gift Aid details attached) for  
us to forward to them, or direct giving at 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergenc
ies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal. 
 
#LiveLent video by Bishop Tim  Watch at 
https://youtu.be/gm7vms7SRT8. 
 
Lent reading suggestions from Mark Oakley’s 
Church Times round-up of devotional reading.  

Stephen Cherry, Thy Will Be Done (Bloomsbury) 
Sheila Upjohn, The Way of Julian of Norwich: A 
prayer journey through Lent (SPCK) 
Sam Wells, A Cross in the Heart of God (Canterbury 
Press) 
 
Palm Sunday Passion narrative, 28 March, 9.30 am  
As in previous years, we’re planning a dramatic 
reading of the Passion narrative for Palm Sunday, 
but this year we will be worshipping on Zoom.  
It will be from Mark’s gospel. If you would like  
to take part – whether for the first time or as a 

seasoned reader – please contact Mary Copping, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. The rehearsal will  
be on Zoom on Sat 27 March at 7.30 pm. 

Parish camping, 2–4 July  At present we’re waiting 
until we’re clearer what the future holds before  
we plan this, but if you might be interested, please 
contact Harriet Hide, harrietbush@doctors.org.uk. 
 
Women’s weekend in July  Looking forward with 
hope, a women’s weekend at Stanton House is 
planned for 16–18 July, to be led by Mary Copping 
and Liz Stuart. We’ve made a reservation rather 
than a firm booking, so a deposit isn’t needed yet. 
We don’t have a per person cost at the moment, 
but with nine people last year it was £175 including 
individual rooms and all meals. There are three 
places available; if you’re interested and would  
like to be included without obligation at this  
time, please get in touch with Norma Goodwin, 
norma.goodwin@btinternet.com, 07789 156457. 
 
Active travel improvements in Winchester   
There are proposals for a series of schemes to 
improve walking and cycling in central Winchester 
– specifically, on the Upper High Street / High 
Street, Romsey Road at Clifton Terrace, North  
Walls and various city centre north–south  
streets. You are invited to complete a survey at 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportsche
mes/atfwinchesterimprovements, which should 
take about five minutes and will be available until 
Sun 21 March. 

Please do take part. As a parish we have recently 
signed up to the Winchester Cycling Charter. We 
aim to promote active forms of travel: safer cycle 
routes; more even and wider pavements to allow 
safer walking for families with young children, 
elderly people and anyone who relies on disability 
scooters; and more frequent and affordable bus 
services (especially on Sunday mornings). 

  

Notices 

Family feedback 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs; this month they are by 
Gill Longman, Denise McKenzie, Max Priesemann, Philip Richardson, 
staff of St Paul’s Pre-school, Pixabay’s paulbr75, Gerd Altmann and 
John Hain, and all who contributed to Friedrich Priesemann’s collage. 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/site-manager-job-opportunity/
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/site-manager-job-opportunity/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal
https://youtu.be/gm7vms7SRT8
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2021/22-january/books-arts/book-reviews/lent-books-a-round-up-of-devotional-reading
https://chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk/books/9781472978257/thy-will-be-done/?vc=CT722
https://chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk/books/9780281083695/way-of-julian-of-norwich/?vc=CT722
https://chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk/books/9780281083695/way-of-julian-of-norwich/?vc=CT722
https://chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk/books/9781786222930/a-cross-in-the-heart-of-god/?vc=CT722
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/atfwinchesterimprovements
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/atfwinchesterimprovements
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An immediate reaction to Peter’s announcement 
Like you, I am sure, I am feeling a whole mix  
of emotions about Peter Seal’s recent public 
announcement of his forthcoming retirement  
and departure from Winchester this summer. 

I cannot overestimate the impact that Peter has 
made over two decades in our parish. 

He has been a brilliant rector, much loved and 
greatly admired by so many people for so  
many reasons. 

Ministerially, he is the most inspiring priest and one 
of the most gifted preachers I have ever known. 

Pastorally, he is such a superb listener and such a 
compassionate and kind individual. For example, I 
will never forget how he acted and what he offered 
when my wife Hilary’s mother lived her final days in 
hospital in Winchester. That impact will stay with 
Hilary and me for the rest of our lives. 

Operationally, he runs a tight ship and creates  
a really collaborative, happy and diverse team 
around him. 

Under his leadership, the Book of Common Prayer 
and the long-held traditions of Anglicanism are 
celebrated and cherished at St Matthew’s. 
Meanwhile, at St Paul’s he has ensured around 
100–120 people are at the weekly 9.30 Eucharist 
service in normal times and the church is full with a 
wide demographic of young families, middle-aged 
people and the elderly. That is a huge achievement 
in 2021. The two churches in the parish and their 

congregations complement each other beautifully 
to provide a rich and diverse worshipping 
experience. The bustle and sound of young children 
in church is a particular joy. 

The Building for Life project will be one of Peter’s 
great legacies, and the transformation and 
renovation of both the St Matthew’s and St Paul’s 
buildings has been achieved with great ambition, 
taste and execution. 

He is a loyal and collaborative servant of the 
diocese and, as an honorary canon and member of 
the Council, he is a huge supporter of the cathedral. 

All in all, he has been extraordinary and he will  
be so missed. Liz Stuart has been a wonderful gift 
to the parish in recent times and, alongside Mary 
Copping, their presence will be critical to the 
continuity and well-being of the parish in the  
latter half of 2021. 

Most profoundly for me personally, since 2003 
Peter became a great and deeply loved friend and, 
importantly, a true inspiration and strengthener in 
relation to my own faith. 

He has been a great gift from God for so many. 
What a privilege to have experienced him and 
witnessed his talents at first hand! 

I wish him and Julia a wonderful new chapter in 
their lives as they prepare to move to Dorset. 

In admiration and gratitude, 
Mark Byford, 13 February 

Saying thank you to Western Church School 
What seems like an age ago – pre-Covid, remember 
that? – St Paul’s services moved to Western Church 
School Hall on 13 October 2019, to allow Building 
for Life to take place. 

We want to send a GREAT BIG THANK YOU card to 
the headteacher, staff and all the pupils for 
allowing us to use their school on a Sunday. Please 
email me by the end of March with any memories 
that come to mind as you think back to the Sunday 
services and other gatherings we held at school 
over the several months when we couldn’t use  
St Paul’s. 

Recently a video was made to promote the school 
and one child summed up how she felt about 
Western by saying, ‘You always feel welcome, like 
you belong’. 

It would be wonderful if I could make a card out  
of many different comments (photos and pictures 
also gratefully received) as our way of saying  
thank you to them for welcoming us as a church  
so very warmly. 

Helen Jesty, helen.jesty@btinternet.com 
Foundation Governor 
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Pre-school’s ‘summer and winter, springtime and harvest’ 
As I set off on an afternoon walk with my dog on a 
rather cold and soggy February afternoon, I found 
myself pondering the passing of the seasons and 
times at pre-school. 

Last year, and so far what we have experienced of 
2021, has been so different from the past and 
rather challenging in every way: the worry about 
the virus affecting families, children and teachers; 
the extra work involved in cleaning and resourcing, 
ensuring that materials are disinfected and 
renewed every day for the children’s safety; 
maintaining a strong and steady team of teachers 
as well as sharing the responsibilities of caring for 
our families and doing home-schooling whilst 
continuing to work ... not to mention keeping up 
with the constant changes to guidance and the 
ebbs and flow of attendance, with their financial 
repercussions causing a direct impact on the 
running of the pre-school. And yet, spring came and 
summer followed. And with autumn, things seemed 
a little promising, if only for a short while. 

The space provided by St Paul’s Church to house 
the pre-school is invaluable. During the time I  
have worked as Lead Teacher here, around 450 
families have walked through the hall, played in  
the courtyard, run through the meadow and joined 
in celebrations in the church. That is, 450 if you 
count just the children attending the setting. When 
you multiply this by the numbers in each family,  
we have connected with over 2,000 people as  
they have come into contact with the pre-school  
through a variety of activities – welcome days, 
Harvest celebrations, bonfire feasts, Christmas, 
Easter, Summer Fairs and graduations – so  
many opportunities for so many children and  
their families … 

St Paul’s has given the pre-school opportunities, 
and pre-school has explored how far children  
can run, or even fly, given the chance! This is  
how, during the first lockdown, the few children 
attending turned into gardeners and created a 
wonderful meadow garden around the tree in the 

corner, driving 
their tractors 
with water  
to keep  
them growing 
during thirsty 
sunny days. 

In the 
summer term, 
when we 

thought we couldn’t have a proper graduation 
celebration, we were surprised by the widening  
of government guidance that meant we could 
organise two outdoor celebrations ensuring parents 

could keep socially distant. Children and teachers 
shared with families some of the triumphs and 
achievements after a very ‘different’ summer term. 

We were so fortunate to secure a mobile sound 
system and a sound technician; and the builders 
were super-kind and generous, agreeing to make a 
stage for the children to perform. After so much 
uncertainty and so many problems that seemed 
insurmountable, we ended up with a celebration 
like no other, enjoying the open space and sunshine 
in the meadow, as children sang, danced, played in 
bands and performed gymnastics routines. 

In September we welcomed a new cohort and a 
new bunch of families, together with a small group 
of children returning for a second year. Conditions 
were still tricky, but 
with determination, 
teachers wrote robust 
risk assessments, 
bought extra anti-
bacterial wipes, lots of 
disinfectant and hand 
sanitiser and got on 
with the job of getting 
pre-school ready and 
open for all. 

Come rain or shine, 
wind or drizzle, our 
resilient children  
got out into the 
courtyard, the mud-
kitchen and the 
meadow, full of plans and ideas for ‘hard work’ … 
otherwise known as play.  

We celebrated Harvest by collecting food that we 
shared with the Winchester Churches Nightshelter. 
We carried hundreds of packets, boxes and tins to 
display at the front of church and then filled bags 
that were warmly welcomed by the lovely people at 
the Nightshelter. 

We thought about memory 
and remembering, and we 
painted poppies in a field, 
thinking of people who 
work, defend, fight and put 
their lives before those of 
others to offer protection. 

This school year, pre-school 
has been truly 
multicultural, welcoming 
families from China, 
Greece, India, Taiwan and 
Turkey, and from each country of the UK. We have 
had wonderful opportunities to learn and share 
with our families in their celebrations, and it has 
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been so rewarding to see the joy in 
people’s faces when they have been 
welcomed by the sounds, sights and 
smells of familiar events, miles away 
from home but in a new home. And so 
we celebrated Diwali, followed by 
fireworks night, when we created a 
not-so-loud version of fireworks by 
throwing paint at paper stuck on the 

blackboards in the meadow. Just wait to 
see what we might come up with for Chinese 

New Year, Children’s Day, Earth Day and more! 

Winter found us in expectation of Christmas. We 
organised a Mini Santa Run around St Paul’s to raise 
funds for outdoor resources, and off we went – 
again, in all weathers, with teachers and children 
running every day, ringing bells and singing 
Christmas songs, making a lot of noise 
and giving Mary or Katy in the office 
something to smile about. 

We celebrated rainy days by blowing 
bubbles in the courtyard. Hundreds, 
even thousands, of bubbles rose to 
the grey sky, reflecting rainbows and 
making us jump and dance, trying to 
burst them. 

As we were getting ready for 
Christmas and the end of term, 
children playing in the meadow  
had the opportunity of becoming 
superheroes as they rescued a  
baby hedgehog. Spike, as he was 
christened, was dangerously underweight. After 
monitoring his whereabouts during the day, the 
teachers looked after him, fed him cat food and 
took him to the local animal rescue centre for 
further care. The children were so amazed and 
delighted at the super adventure of the day –  
what a great way to end the term, as together we 
celebrated Christmas in a special Christmassy room 
set up in the parish rooms. 

The start of the spring term surprised us with a 
third lockdown and a renewed sense of anxiety 
about how to carry on. The contradiction between 
worrying concerns about the virus spreading and 
reassurance from government that Early Years 
would be open to all caused some bumps along the 
way. Again, teachers and committee reassembled 
and worked out a plan of action to ensure that pre-
school could continue to open and offer care, play 
and education to those children who were able to 
attend. Some families had to shield to safeguard 
their loved ones, while others had to make a choice 
of just one setting to send their children to. This 
caused more changes to attendance which, in turn, 
caused changes to our funding. But we adapted, 
created new rotas, adjusted the cleaning schedules 
and kept going. 

Having the outdoor space for 
children to work hard at play is  
pre-school’s biggest asset. From 
construction work to moving logs 
and branches, from dinosaur-bone 
hunting to car-washing and 
climbing and balancing, the 
outdoor space opens windows of 
opportunity to children. They can 
explore, become more curious, be 
adventurers, inventors, discoverers, investigators … 
and marvel at the wonders of the world around us 
in a space that is safe and secure, yet can still 
challenge and present suitable risks and hazards. 

A good number of children do not need any 
encouragement to go outside … and once they do, 
they inspire others to go out into the fresh air. In 

the current circumstances, this is the 
best place to play and learn, and 
teachers are prepared, with their 
waterproofs and wellies at the ready 
for the next adventure. Maybe this 
will be making ice sculptures, directing 
the traffic on a snow-and-ice day (see 
front cover) or joining in a Dragon 
Dance at Chinese New Year. 

Through the year we have 
experienced worry, uncertainty, 
anxiety and concern for others and 
ourselves. Yet through the difficulties, 
we have seen wonderful kindness and 
generosity. We have had setbacks  

and we have bounced back. We keep growing in 
resilience, which reminds me of the first spring 
flowers – snowdrops and crocuses we have found 
on the green bank on the south side of the church 
and right in the middle of the meadow, growing 
and flowering through the toughest conditions. 

I keep hearing comments about how difficult this 
generation will find things in the future, and  
maybe this is true, but I am also witnessing and 
experiencing the strength, the ingenuity, the 
courage, generosity and determination of people 
who are working hard to keep us safe. If we are to 
learn from our role models, then I am confident 
that we will find many to inspire us in our future 
steps. 

As for our work at pre-school, I am encouraged  
by the tracking and tracing of the seasons in the 
outside world, and its effect on the children as  
they work and play. Through their interactions with  
each other, with the adults who care for them and  
with the environment, they also learn strength, 
resilience, ingenuity and courage. I am hopeful that 
these characteristics will take root and develop as 
the children grow in age and stature. 

Silvia Brown, Lead Teacher 
St Paul’s Pre-school
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Parish visiting and pastoral care 
Some positive reflections during lockdown 

We thought you would appreciate an update on 
parish visiting and general pastoral care in our 
parish during these difficult and strange times. 

Through the year our team of parish visitors have 
continued to maintain their close relationships  
with those they support by telephone. Our aim  
is to continue to be alongside people who may 
appreciate extra support, or just someone else to 
talk to. At the moment we believe this support is 
increasingly important while our lives are restricted 
in so many ways. We are also in contact with each 
other on the parish visiting team more frequently 
by telephone and Zoom to offer support. 

In addition, as some of you will be aware, a 
significant network of mutual support for us all has 
been built up over the past year. This was set up at 
Peter Seal’s initiative and involves many others in 
the parish as well as parish visitors. The aim has 
been to connect with each other, trying to ensure 
no one is forgotten, and we contact those who may 
appreciate someone just asking them, ‘How are 
you today?’ 

Peter believes this is something we can really 
celebrate when so much around us is not at all 
easy. Hopefully these contacts are helping us all in 
some small way; those making the calls certainly 
are the first to acknowledge how much they gain 
from this contact with others. 

Many of us are taking this time of lockdown to  
take stock of our lives and what we may wish to 
focus on in the future. Perhaps this is a time when 
you would like to consider being a parish visitor 
yourself? It is an incredibly rewarding role to have, 
and I know from personal experience how much it 
helps us all. I also believe that as we emerge from 
these very difficult times our role will be much  
in demand. 

If you would like to have an informal chat I would 
be delighted to hear from you. Please contact me. 

Jan Walley, Parish Visitor Co-ordinator, 808441 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Beyond Covid 19 and Brexit – 
love your neighbour! 

It may be difficult to think about anything other 
than Covid or maybe the consequences of Brexit 
these days. Our minds are constantly circulating 
around infection numbers and new strains. We are 
bombarded by statements that sometimes haven’t 
been scientifically evaluated and later turn out to 
be untrue or inaccurate. 

One of the main arguments for Brexit was to ‘take 
back control’ and to protect our borders. Are we 

right in closing borders to those we don’t want or 
fear might not ‘contribute’ to society? We still 
welcome qualified people such as nurses. And 
many ‘foreign’ nurses have indeed been extremely 
helpful in recent months. What would our NHS  
look like without nurses, cleaners and doctors  
from abroad? 

Maybe some of them were looking forward to 
going back to their families at Christmas. But at  
less than 24 hours’ notice all flights out of the UK 
were cancelled. I know from experience that it’s a 
strange feeling when you realise you can’t get  
in and out of a country. In those days before 
Christmas, it felt as if our lovely green island was 
drifting further and further away from mainland 
Europe. All of a sudden, we were isolated even 
before the Brexit date. Endless lorry queues at the 
border made us realise how much we all depend on 
one another. 

Christmas now seems a distant memory; at the end 
of January we started to see what Brexit really 
means. I for one learned my lesson when I posted 
my son’s Christmas present to Berlin (as he 
couldn’t visit us) just before the end of 2020. It was 
a small parcel (1 kg) and cost £17 to post. I was told 
it would arrive in early January. When mid-January 
passed and the parcel had still not arrived, I made 
enquiries. The parcel company told me they were 
facing delays due to the new rules applying from  
1 January. My son eventually received an email 
asking him to pay tax and a small handling fee as 
the UK was no longer part of the single market.  
I paid a total of nearly €30 for a parcel with a value 
of £100; it was eventually delivered at the end of 
January. As it was wrapped in Christmas paper, we 
got a message from my son when it arrived: ‘Merry 
Christmas, kiddies’. 

Welcome to the reality of Brexit. Those additional 
costs of approximately 20% of the value will now 
affect all businesses exporting into the EU. I guess 
the government missed that crucial point when 
they asked small businesses to ‘prepare’, and when 
Boris Johnson told us about his ‘brilliant’ deal. 

But I guess there really is one thing to celebrate 
now – our ‘world-beating’ vaccination progress. 
And, yes, it is really good news. But a bit like 
climate change, the virus does not stop at borders, 
and as we won’t be able to shut our borders 
forever, vaccination has to be a team effort and 
certainly not a competition at times when supply  
is limited. 

The pandemic has unveiled so many problems, not 
just here in the UK. The question is how we can 
transform our experiences into something positive. 
The Bible tells us to love our neighbour … I have,  
in recent years, wondered whether we need 
reminding who our neighbours are. 

Julia Stolle  
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Words to encourage in tough times 
An extract from a ‘Candle in the Window’ reflection by Peter Millar 

During the years that 
Dorothy and I lived in the 
Abbey on the island of 
Iona, day after day I saw 
for myself that a sacred 
place can touch into a 
totally undiscovered part 
of a person. I think the 
same about written 
words. Without our 
necessarily seeking it, 
they too can take us into 
our depths. They can 
surprise us and even 
transform us. Certainly 
they can refresh our perceptions. The other day 
when a good friend quoted to me on the phone 
these words of Archbishop Rowan Williams, ‘God is 
a one-word poem’, I felt my spiritual awareness 
being deepened. 

I have by my bedside a book entitled Always Begin 
Again: The Benedictine Way of Living by John 
McQuiston, published 20 years ago. At the end are 
meditations for morning, midday and evening and  
I would like to quote a morning one because I 
believe it has within it wisdom for all our hearts.  
I invite you to read it slowly each day for a few days 
and let its words rest within you. It has certainly 
helped me to see life in a wider perspective in 
tough times. 

Grace to us and peace. We are given this day, and 
awareness of its colours and sounds; these and 
other gifts, too numerous to name and infinitely 
rare, are received. For these gifts we are thankful. 

We do not know what this day will bring – life is the 
great enigma; life is the great good; we expect 
good from this day. 

At all times, and at this time, we participate in the 
great Mystery. We acknowledge our contingent 
nature. We humble ourselves before that which we 
do not understand. 

When we consider the vast reaches of the cosmos, 
the incomprehensible forces at work in each 
moment, the numberless stories of each life, the 
millions of forgotten ancestors who preceded us, 
the untold acts of kindness which occur each day, 
we humble ourselves. 

Help us to save ourselves by forgetting ourselves.  
In every experience and thought, bring us into  
the certain knowledge that we are children of  
the infinite. 

Assist us to envision life as an opportunity to share 
in the creation of a caring environment, open our 
mind’s eye to the knowledge that if we give love, 
nothing in life or death, nor things to come, nor 
things past, can separate us from the state of 
grace. So help us this day both to receive grace and 
to give it. 

We believe that we are children of the unlimited 
and that we are enveloped in an unbounded 
network of friendships, affiliations and relationships 
which are in time and beyond time. 

We believe in the ancient message that adopting an 
attitude of faith and hope toward this life and all 
that it brings will profoundly alter our lives and  
our universe. 

In our activities this day we ask for the power to be 
continuously thankful, not only in our words, but in 
our hearts; to give up concern for ourselves and 
thus to walk in perfect freedom. 

We trust ourselves, we trust our friends, we trust 
our families, we trust life, we trust the universe and 
we release our past to the past, our future to the 
future, accepting our present. 

We abandon our illusions of control; we 
acknowledge our complete dependence on 
providence. We relinquish our apprehension.  
We rely on that which we do not sometimes 
understand. We have faith. We have courage. 

Keep us from all fear today. Open our hearts to the 
gifts of this moment, and bind us to the great 
unknown through complete trust. 

May the vast Mystery beyond comprehension fill us 
with joy and peace and hope this day and always. 

We lift up our hearts. 
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Collage of our children and young people 

by Friedrich Priesemann 
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St Paul’s Pre-school (see pp. 6–7) 
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Beyond Ourselves 
A milestone for our Green Church group 

In 2016 our congregations took part in a Beyond 
Ourselves survey so we could find out what types  
of cause people most wanted to support. The clear 
choices were ‘homeless and refugees’ and ‘climate 
change issues’. A new Green group was formed and 
Max Priesemann became our Eco Church Officer, 
ably helped by Norma Goodwin. 

We’re delighted to announce that we have now 
reached an important milestone: we have been 
able to apply for a Bronze Eco Church Award. This  
is a great achievement, involving dedication and 
much hard work. Thank you to all who have made 
this possible. Here is how we have done it. 

The St Matthew’s churchyard team write, ‘The 
work over the years at St Matthew’s contributed  
to getting the award. The churchyard has been 
replanted more in keeping with the age of the 
church. The added advantage of this has been to 
make the area more attractive to bees and other 
wildlife. Furthermore, leaving the grass just a little 
longer has allowed local downland wild flowers  
to flourish.’ 

St Matthew’s churchwardens comment, ‘It was 
particularly noted that we use real glasses for 
drinks and ceramic mugs for cups for coffee,  
not disposable plastic’. Similarly, for the parish 
Community Day in 2019 we phased out plastic 
single-use cutlery and plates and used compostable 
glasses. 

At St Paul’s, Eco Church elements of Building for Life 
played a large part in enabling us to get the award: 

 Insulation under the stone flooring made of 
recycled foamed glass aggregate, which creates 
a vapour-permeable layer below underfloor 
heating. It is manufactured from 100% recycled 
waste glass, is chemically inert and complies 
with requirements for Environmental 
Compatibility. 

 Insulation under the aisle wooden flooring, 
chancel and Resurrection Chapel using 
X’tratherm panels, where there was previously 
a draughty void. 

 Limecrete was used as a traditional, 
breathable, lightweight alternative to cement-
based concrete under the stone flooring. 
Installing the underfloor heating pipes within 
this thermally conductive layer gives greater 
energy efficiency compared to systems with a 
slab and screed. Underfloor heating, by keeping 
the church from falling to extremes of cold, 
protects the fabric of the building. 

 A new more efficient boiler, Modutherm 
Genesis 85, meets the tightened 2018 NOx 

level, with building regulations Part L seasonal 
efficiency of 95.8%. 

 Our Victorian pine floorboards, vestry fireplace, 
‘chapel chairs’ and old radiators were recycled 
for repurposing in other buildings. 

 The two toilets have low-level water flushing in 
accordance with modern regulations. 

 Lighting in the toilets, corridor, kitchen and 
office have an automatic sensor turn-off when 
unintentionally left on. 

 The kitchen is equipped with a GreasePak 
Enzyme Drain Dosing Unit to prevent fat from 
going into the drainage system. 

 The ‘living water’ font has an ultraviolet rather 
than a chemical water purification system. 

 Looking to the future: 
- preparations have been made for linking in 

of a solar panel array should that get the 
necessary permissions and funding 

- the site power supply has been upgraded 
sufficiently to allow limited electric vehicle 
charging (also subject to permissions  
and funding). 

Prior to Building for Life a wildlife survey of St 
Paul’s churchyard was done and we made a start 
on improving the environment by placing in the 
trees three bird boxes donated by church 
members. One was immediately investigated by a 
pair of blue tits which subsequently nested. With 
materials gathered 
and donated by 
parishioners,  
Max and his sons 
Friedrich and 
Oscar, with Bryony 
and Peter Lucas, 
built a bug hotel on 
the embankment 
behind the gate  
at the far end of 
the meadow. 

The survey will be revisited this spring in order to 
continue with the plan to plant or seed wild flowers 
in the grassy area where the three cedar trees once 
stood. It is hoped that small shrubs that flower and 
produce berries can be planted elsewhere as food 
for birds in the winter. Contributions of seeds, plug 
plants and money towards this project as well as 
hands to help would be most welcome. 

We would like to hear about and share your Green 
ideas, along with anything you have implemented, 
as we move towards the Silver Award. In caring and 
sharing, we can make a big difference in saving our 
wonderful, God-created world. 

Green Church group  



| 13 

Climate change and the corporate world 
 
It’s not often that I can honestly say that ‘things  
are hotting up in the accountancy world’, but at  
the moment I feel it is true! My focus at work at 
present is really exciting and I wanted to share a bit 
about it with you. I’m writing this not long after St 
Paul’s Climate Sunday service on 7 February,  
so this feels timely, and the issue of climate  
change has been at the top of my agenda for  
some time now. 

I work at a large professional services firm where  
I trained to be an auditor but now focus more on 
broader corporate reporting. It’s here where things 
are moving, and quickly. This is being driven by the 
acknowledgement that in order to meet the UN’s 
Paris 1.5-degree goals, the business world must 
play its part. And I’m pleased to report that,  
I believe, strides are being taken to do just that. 

There are many enlightened investors and business 
people who have long recognised the role of 
business in addressing the climate emergency – 
Mark Carney, former Governor of the Bank of 
England, for example, has been a significant voice 
and facilitator of change. In fact, Mr Carney was 
chair of the Financial Stability Board when it  
was asked by G20 ministers to set up a task force  
to help businesses disclose climate-related  
financial information. It was focusing on financial 
information (rather than other, broader, 
sustainability information which companies may 
already report on) because the reality is that 
climate change will, and in some cases already 
does, impact financial performance. Yet businesses 
are not recognising this and thus are not reporting 
on it. 

It’s here where the old adage ‘you manage what 
you measure’ comes in. If companies are not 
measuring the impact of climate change (beyond 
just reporting carbon emissions – which quoted UK 
companies have had to do for a while now, and 
which can be greenwashed by statements of 
carbon offsetting which unfortunately doesn’t 
really address the climate issue), then it’s unlikely 
that directors will be managing the risk of climate 
change. But as soon as you start measuring that 
impact by putting a monetary value upon a risk, 
and are required to report on that, directors sit up 
and listen. 

So this task force has produced these great 
recommendations of disclosure which have had  
a really big take-up globally. In the UK, over the 
next few years it will be mandatory for companies 
to adopt the recommendations, which include  
not only describing the risks, but also saying what 
the directors’ role is in monitoring climate-change 
risk (and which metrics they are monitoring);  
what their strategy is to address it; and what 

their targets are. It’s really getting the matter of 
climate change into the boardroom and being 
taken seriously. 

At the same time, the international accounting-
standard setter has clarified how climate-change 
risk can already be taken into account when 
preparing a company’s financial results (hence the 
large write-offs you might have read about in  
the press by companies such as BP and Shell). And 
there is big movement in the world of sustainability 
reporting, aiming to produce a comprehensive 
corporate reporting system to allow companies to 
better communicate the financial impacts of 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues. 

Ultimately, this clarity of information and 
recognition of the financial impact of climate 
change make it easier for investors to decide where 
to put their money – particularly the growing mass 
of ESG-focused investors. And investors will vote 
with their feet. 

The role of auditors in this is really important. 
Investors rely on high-quality and assured 
information, and auditors are now taking climate-
change risk into their work, ensuring that it’s been 
built into estimates and valuations as appropriate, 
and having conversations about climate-change risk 
in the boardroom, too. 

I’ve spent the past few weeks reviewing draft 
annual reports from some of the biggest companies 
in the UK and it is genuinely exciting to see just 
how much activity and change there is in the 
business world as regards climate change. Real 
targets are being set and there is real evaluation of 
business models and how they might fare in a 
changing climate. And there is real action being 
taken; while climate change is a risk for many 
businesses, for others there are opportunities 
arising from it. Talking to our clients about this is 
truly exciting. Yes, things are really hotting up! 

Vicki Tibbitts  
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Lent  I am emailing weekly sheets of ideas of things 
the children and families can do during Lent to help 
the planet. Thank you to Sandra Lewis for putting 
these together, with ideas drawn from last year’s 
Church of England Lent booklet. I’ve asked families 
to send in photos and comments about what they 
are doing and plan to put these onto the parish 
website so everyone can see them. 

Children’s online services  We will continue to 
provide these for every Sunday for the foreseeable 
future. They are popular with adults as well as 
children. Grateful thanks to Olli Wilson-Smith  
for putting the films together so wonderfully  
each week. 

Westgate assembly  We have created an assembly 
for Westgate School, similar to the online children’s 
services, with children doing a reading and prayers, 
and I sing, play my guitar and tell the story. This 
seemed a good way of reconnecting with the 
school. 

Family services  We had two great Zoom family 
services on 7 and 21 February. The first was about 
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, plus a talk 
on Green issues by Liz Stuart and some lovely 
climate-change prayers from the children. The 
children also eagerly showed us their pets and their 
favourite toys. The second was on temptations – 
the ones Jesus faced in the desert and those we 
face. Many thanks to Sandra Lewis for writing 
dramas each time which the children all take part 
in. Lots of families join these services, plus other 
relatives sometimes. We have great fun and value 
seeing each other on screen. 

Zoom meetings  Olli and I continue to meet the 
older young people at St Paul’s via Zoom, and we 
held a Zoom quiz with some of the younger 
children. 

There is light at the end of the tunnel and we  
look forward to a time when we can meet in our 
beautiful refurbished church of St Paul’s once 
more. Meanwhile, I keep in touch with children and 
families in many different ways. Please do ring me 
if you ever want to chat. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Green prayers written by the young people for the 
Climate Change Eucharist on 7 February: 

Dear God, we pray for the trees, 
grass and the whole environment. 
We pray that people will stop 
destroying the environment and 
change their behaviours to address 
climate change. 

Dear God, we pray for continued recovery 
of the environment during 2021, and we 
pray the newly implemented Terra Carta, 
or Earth Charter, will help protect it for 
future generations. 

Anna and Will McKenzie 

Dear God, we hope that 
trees survive the cold and 
winters. I hope that our leaders 
will put us into good positions for 
the good of the environment, 
and that no-one will throw 

rubbish away. 
Ella Richardson 

Dear God, I feel really bad when all the 
trees are being chopped down and I 
want people to stop chopping them 
down and use different materials, 
because it makes me really sad 
seeing all our nature go. Also I’d like 
to see people not to travel so much so 
that the icebergs don’t melt or you 
could use an electric car. Amen. 

Ed Richardson 

Dear Lord, please help and protect all endangered 
animals. Help them find shelter and safety so they 
can rebuild their species, and live healthy and 
happy lives. Amen. 

Dear Lord, please help all those companies who still 
use fossil fuels. Help to give them guidance so they 
can help save our wonderful planet by using 
renewable energy. Amen. 

Thomas Kettlewell 

Lord, we thank you for this wonderful world and for 
the first daffodils and snowdrops which give us 
hope during these difficult times. Yet we are not 
looking after your world properly. Please help 
people reduce their consumption of meat and to 
drive less, not just during Lent but the time after 
that as well. I pray for less cars in Winchester and 
for safer cycle routes, and I pray for our leaders to 
take this upcoming threat more seriously. Grant us 
more wisdom to care for your planet. Amen. 

Friedrich Priesemann 
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From our elected representatives 
The priority of schools and Early Years settings 

Winchester came to me recently, as my new series 
of Visit Westminster came to life. The wonderful 
Friends of Winchester Cathedral had a behind-the-
scenes tour at the House of Commons and got to 
put any questions they liked to me in a Q&A 
session. If you are part of a local organisation – 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul, perhaps? – it 
could be your turn next; we’d love to have you. 

In this magazine last month I was setting out my 
case for the re-opening of our society and 
economy, moving in lockstep with the incredible 
success of our Covid-19 vaccination programme. I 
continued to push the case for schools to fully re-
open on 8 March, given the untold damage being 
done to the forgotten victims of this pandemic – 
our young people. As I said to the Prime Minister in 
the House of Commons last month, I am genuinely 
shocked by the sense of desperation and concern 
parents in the constituency are communicating to 
me, given what they are seeing from their children. 
We have a vaccine which is being rolled out at pace 
– and while it will face challenges as new strains 
emerge, we have to accept a balance of risks as  
we always have. I have called for teachers and all 

school and Early Years staff to be vaccinated as 
soon as possible; if schools really are our national 
priority we need to start acting as if they are. 

Continuing my determination to remind 
constituents that parliament is doing other things 
at this time alongside managing the crisis, through 
my ongoing work as Chair of the all-party group for 
childcare and early education, I am stepping up 
efforts to make the case for the Early Years sector, 
too often overlooked while being a genuine lifeline 
for many working parents. Equally, I am picking up 
again on local transport services as commuters 
prepare (someday) to return to the railways. The 
issue of ‘part-time’ season tickets hasn’t gone away 
– in fact it just got even more important – so watch 
this space for government / South Western Railway 
this spring. And I am about to embark on some 
work around the vexed issue of shared parental 
leave for new mums and dads, which was fudged 
by the coalition government and, for all the 
grandstanding, hasn’t gone away. If you have  
views and experience of this I would love to hear 
from you. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 8 February 

Planning for carbon neutrality 

This is the time of year when much of our 
focus is on planning for the year ahead, and 
further into the future – this year more than 
ever, as we’ve been focusing on the Council 
Plan, the budget and refreshing the Local Plan. 

The Council Plan is an important document 
that sets strategic priorities for the next five years 
but in particular identifies the priorities for the year 
ahead. To achieve the objectives of the Council 
Plan, the budget sets out the financial context of 
running core services: housing, waste, planning and 
leisure, along with a range of other community 
services to support health and well-being, 
businesses and the economy. The Local Plan 
refresh will cover the period from now until 2038;  
it identifies opportunities for development and 
policies to ensure it delivers the desired qualities, 
with a particular focus on how the District can 
achieve targets for new homes set by government. 

The overarching theme affecting all of this work is 
the Council’s response to the Climate Emergency 
and its ambition to achieve carbon neutrality for all 
its areas of its responsibility by 2024. It aims to 
ensure that it leads, and encourages, this 
throughout the District, with the aim of the District 
being carbon neutral by 2030. 

None of this is easy at the best of times, but in the 
current circumstances of lockdown and uncertainty 

about the future it is especially difficult. The 
impact of Covid on the Council’s finances 
has been immense and has led to a 
predicted deficit of £3m, making the setting 
of the budget especially difficult; there will 
need to be hard and controversial decisions 
going forward. 

Despite the difficulties it is also a time of 
opportunities, for change and optimism; the Local 
Plan refresh provides a chance to start this process. 
In Winchester Town it began with consideration of 
the Vision, www.onegreatwin.com, which was 
approved by a recent meeting of the Town Forum. 
Now the Council has launched consultation on a 
paper outlining strategic issues and priorities for 
the Local Plan. This is an ambitious and major piece 
of strategic work; it does not at this stage identify 
sites although it raises issues about principles, 
including whether the focus should be on 
Winchester Town, or more scattered throughout 
the District. Continuing the Vision work with plans 
for Winchester will be important going forward, but 
meanwhile do contribute to the necessarily virtual 
consultation at www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk. 

And as lockdown continues, we hope you are all 
managing and keeping well. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 12 February  

https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=www.onegreatwin.com&d=2475&t=a392a686da8ea5b97f903e10f2542190de2c7a9b
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk&d=2475&t=1f86836ddd64fc9ccb9b9c7cef123e5e2ff58bea
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 
WINCHESTER 

Flat roof specialists 
 

Ring Harry 
01962 860487, 07795 935202 

 
Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  

Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 

 
 
 

Free estimates 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, legacy officer 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister 
(LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life 
Project 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org 
808441 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 
(during Covid-19, handled by Katy 
Palacio) 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower 
team co-ordinator,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, 
safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to St 
Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

With all creation we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, 
the unfolding purposes of God, 

forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

Iona Community 


