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Where is Jesus, this strange Easter day?
And where is Jesus, this strange Easter day?
Not lost in our locked churches, any more
Than he was sealed in that dark sepulchre.
The locks are loosed; the stone is rolled away,
And he is up and risen, long before,
Alive, at large, and making his strong way
Into the world he gave his life to save,
No need to seek him in his empty grave.
He might have been a wafer in the hands
Of priests this day, or music from the lips
Of red-robed choristers, instead he slips
Away from church, shakes off our linen bands
To don his apron with a nurse: he grips
And lifts a stretcher, soothes with gentle hands
The frail flesh of the dying, gives them hope,
Breathes with the breathless, lends them strength to cope.
On Thursday we applauded, for he came
And served us in a thousand names and faces
Mopping our sickroom floors and catching traces
Of that virus which was death to him:
Good Friday happened in a thousand places
Where Jesus held the helpless, died with them
That they might share his Easter in their need,
Now they are risen with him, risen indeed.
Malcolm Guite, Easter 2020
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com

A response to this poem by the artist Bruce Herman
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Letter from the rector
Dear friends,
I’ve just enjoyed a cup of morning coffee with my face in the sun. Praise God for the turning of the
seasons and the richness of God’s marvellous creation.
The ongoing vaccine rollout and the significantly improved daily Covid statistics feel like a huge
encouragement. We’re fortunate indeed to live in a country where our wonderful NHS and
volunteers are doing such a superb job.
Details of our Easter services are on p. 6. Such a lot of hard work is going into these with the aim of
making them as good as we possibly can while worship together in church is still not advisable.
We’re making plans to return to our pre-lockdown pattern from 18 April. Confirmation of this will
be in my weekly email in due course.
I hope you’ve had the opportunity to visit St Paul’s in recent weeks and to admire the beautiful
new outer doors. They proclaim: ‘You’re welcome, please come in’. I’ve enjoyed several chance
conversations with people sitting on the new bench just to the right of the doors. One thing I’ve
learned over the years is the importance of making the most of every conversation and trying hard
to really listen and engage – much more difficult than we often realise.
The parish’s Annual Meetings are usually in April but due to Covid have been postponed until
26 May – a date for your diary, please. Please consider standing for election to the PCC.
For ten years Maggie Brecknell has been our Electoral Roll Officer. We are so grateful for her
characteristic attention to detail in this important work. Maggie has decided that now is the time
to hand it on, and we are most grateful to Alison Collins for taking on the role.
Stephen Adam has been what’s called a Licensed Lay Minister for ten years as well, initially for
three years at St Barnabas and then with us in this parish. Stephen has had a much appreciated
ministry conducting many funerals, preaching in both our churches and leading Mattins at St
Matthew’s. He has decided that now is the time to step down from this ministry. We thank Stephen
most sincerely. I know I’m far from alone in saying that I will miss his carefully crafted and very
thoughtful preaching.
Together we prepare for Easter. It’s so good that every home in the parish will have received an
Easter card. Thank you to our deliverers. Keeping the door open in every possible way feels more
important than ever as we gradually emerge from this pandemic. In the humblest way, we have a
message to proclaim and it goes something like, ‘Please come into the churches in this parish; they
don’t belong to anyone in particular but to everyone in general. Please come just as you are. Come
and sit for a while, with your thoughts and feelings, your questions and uncertainties. We hope this
will bring comfort and hope and renewed energy.’
With every good wish and prayers,

PS In preparation for leaving the rectory in due course, sadly we won’t have room for the pew from
St Matthew’s which we purchased from the parish at the time of the building work there. We’re
keen it stays within the parish if possible. If you would like to buy it, do please be in touch.

Sunday services: April Bible readings
4 Apr
11 Apr
18 Apr
25 Apr

Isaiah 25: 6–9; Acts 10: 34–43; John 20: 1–18 [p. 534]
Acts 4: 32–35; 1 John 1: 1–2: 2; John 20: 19–31 [p. 538]
Zephaniah 3: 14–20; Acts 3: 12–19; Luke 24: 36b–48 [p. 530]
Acts 4: 5–12; 1 John 3: 16–24; John 10: 11–18 [p. 544]
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Family feedback
We welcome those who have
worshipped with us for the first
time in recent weeks, and hope
that you may feel comfortable and
encouraged to come in person
when circumstances allow.

We pray for all who are unwell:
Caroline Behan, William
Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Bob and
Elizabeth Harland, Julia Jones,
Lauren (age 9), Margaret
McAllister, Kate Morgan, Tom
Mounsey, Chris Pile, Jane Seal,

Steph, Brett Tribe, Patricia Watts,
Vera Willnecker and David Wilson.
We offer our love, sympathy
and prayers to close family and
friends of those who have died
recently, including Jean Gardner.

Notices
Worship in church We’re planning for worship
to begin again in both churches on Sun 18 April.
We’ll have the same booking system as before with
the express aim of including everyone who wants
to attend as soon as possible with the restricted
numbers. For St Paul’s 9.30 Eucharist please
contact Maggie Brecknell (brecknell1@uwclub.net,
856552), for St Matthew’s 11.15 Linda RussellSmith (853584) and for the 2.30 family service
Mary Copping (youth@stmatthewstpaul.org, 07921
886016). The 9.30 will be live-streamed each week.
This assumes that the government regulations for
the easing of lockdown follow the current plan.

Women’s weekend in July Looking forward with
hope, a women’s weekend at Stanton House is
planned for 16–18 July, to be led by Mary Copping
and Liz Stuart. We’ve made a reservation rather
than a firm booking, so a deposit isn’t needed yet.
We don’t have a per person cost at the moment,
but with nine people last year it was £175 including
individual rooms and all meals. There is one place
available, and once that’s taken we can create
a waiting list; if you’re interested and would
like to be included without obligation at this
time, please get in touch with Norma Goodwin,
norma.goodwin@btinternet.com, 07789 156457.

Jean Gardner’s funeral will be live-streamed from
St Paul’s on Thurs 1 April, 12.45 pm, available via
our website and YouTube channel. Jean was a
much-loved and stalwart supporter of both our
churches over many years.

Revision of electoral roll As an ecclesiastical
parish, each year we are required to renew or
revise the electoral roll. We carried out the renewal
in 2019, so this year only a revision is necessary.
The electoral roll is officially a list of people who
are entitled to attend the annual parochial church
meetings and to take part in their proceedings,
but unofficially it is a list of people who consider
themselves to be members of our church family.

Hop for the Homeless Following the success of last
year’s Hop for the Homeless Easter fund-raising
campaign, Winchester Churches Nightshelter is
encouraging supporters of all ages to get hopping
again! It is the perfect way to get moving over the
Easter holidays and raise money to help people
experiencing homelessness. More information at
https://wcns.org.uk/blog/hop-for-the-homeless/.
Delivery of Christian Aid
Week envelopes If you
would like to be involved in
delivering (just delivering,
not collecting) Christian Aid
envelopes to every home in
the parish during Christian
Aid Week (10–16 May),
please contact Katy Palacio,
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org,
844878.
Parish camping, 2–4 July At present we’re waiting
until we’re clearer what the future holds before
we plan this, but if you might be interested, please
contact Harriet Hide, harrietbush@doctors.org.uk.
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Those who are already on the roll need do nothing.
If you are not on it and are new to the church
or parish, then you can obtain a form either by
contacting Alison Collins (ajcero@btinternet.com,
863739) or by downloading it at
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/.
Once the revision has been completed, the
roll (names only) will be on display at both
St Matthew’s and St Paul’s and available for
inspection at the Parish Office for the two weeks
before the Annual Meetings.
Covid vaccination – ‘Get One Give One’ Many of
us have been relieved, or even delighted, to get a
Covid jab but are aware that millions around the
world aren’t so fortunate. COVAX is ensuring that
the world’s poorest get access to Covid-19 vaccines
regardless of ability to pay. You can donate at
https://covaxamc.ctdonate.org/index:payment.htm
l.

Tribute to Jean Gardner
Jean has been a dear friend
for 48 years; we first met
when I joined a small group
of ladies known as the Teg
Down Tea Ladies! Jean had
lived on Teg Down since it
was built and was very
welcoming to new arrivals.
We all had young children
at that time, and the
companionship and support
of the Tea Ladies remains to
this day as we meet up on
Tuesday afternoons for tea
and chat.

life, helping with Talking
Newspapers, flower
arranging at the church and
organising knitting for the
Mission to Seafarers. She
loved music and enjoyed
singing in various choirs as
well as playing the piano.
She was proud of her son
Ian’s musical achievements
and pleased to know that
her grandson now sings in
his church choir. She was
also extremely proud of all
her grandchildren and was
Jean and Vernon on their golden
very much looking forward
wedding anniversary, 2006
Jean worked both at the
to the expected arrival of her
Castle and as a Non-Teaching
first great-grandchild this summer.
Assistant at Lankhills Special School for many
years and was always interested in the younger
Jean had a strong faith and was an integral part of
generation. She enjoyed cooking and gardening and
our church community. During her last few difficult
was interested in fashion too, as well as keeping
months she found great comfort in her love of God
abreast of current affairs. Her daughter Fiona lives
and drew strength from her belief that she will
nearby and Jean liked to go shopping with her to
now be reunited with Vernon. She was positive
Romsey, especially after her husband Vernon died.
right to the end, never complaining, and shared
Sir Tom Moore’s philosophy, ‘Tomorrow will be a
Jean was a loyal friend to many, kind and caring. In
better day’.
her quiet manner she took her part in community
Carole Peck

Cost-free giving!
‘Give as you
Live’ is a great
way to raise
money for
the parish at
no cost to
yourself. It’s
linked to online shopping and we’ve been using it
for a few years now.
In that time, with just 11 users, it has raised over
£800 for St Matthew’s and St Paul’s. Imagine if
we had ten times as many users! Most of us are
shopping more online at the moment than we did
before, so this is a great time to sign up.
How does it work? ‘Give as you Live’ (also known
as ‘Everyclick’) works with 4,000+ retailers who
have signed up to donate a small percentage of
every online purchase to the charity of your choice.
This percentage is already included in the price of
your online shopping, so you can support your

chosen cause without spending any extra money. It
costs nothing and is 100% secure.



You can use it on your computer or install the
app on your phone or tablet.
You can get set up in seconds.

How to take part Open up the internet and go to
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/.
1
2
3
4
5

Click ‘Sign up for free’.
Search for ‘St Matthew with St Paul’.
Click ‘Support us’.
Complete your details and then click ‘Create
account’; or, if you are a Facebook user, click
the ‘Sign up with Facebook’ button.
Install the donation reminder, which will
remind you to shop via ‘Give as you Live’ each
time you shop online with a participating
retailer.

Thank you to all who give this a go.

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs; this month they
are by Sarah Eadie, Yoosun Hur, Victoria McCabe, Katy Palacio,
Ursula Payne, Chris Peck, Susie Richardson, Angus Watson, Laura
Watson and Pixabay’s hamlinjandrew, Paul Brennan and Tumisu.
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Faith development
What’s become of the Common Good?
You may have come across
Michael Sandel on Radio 4
programmes such as ‘the
public philosopher’, asking
questions of bright students
and managing their
reactions to show those
reactions have
consequences. He is a
professor at Harvard, so
this is a book mainly about
North Americans; but in
many respects we in the UK
follow America, and so do many other Europeans.
Sandel wrote the book to make the case that a
great number of us are on the wrong tack in trying
to set the world to rights. Historically, since the
growth of the middle classes in the nineteenth
century, success has been judged by achievement;
merit is what will set you going where you want to
go. The openings are there for those who are clever
enough to fill them, and this competitive world is
the one we all know.
But it’s not working. 2016 was the crucial year –
the year when the UK voted to leave the EU as a
protest against the meritocratic cohort who had
somehow removed a great number of our jobs.
They had made them available to other members
of the EU who could earn more in one of our four
countries than they could in their own. The fact
they were needed here carried no agency with the
person who felt squeezed out of employment.

2016 was also, of course, the year Donald Trump
was elected President of the USA at a time when
similar factors like immigration were an issue there,
and some kinds of jobs were being lost to American
heavy industry. Divisions in our societies were being
laid bare and public debate, particularly on social
media, was becoming more and more acrimonious.
If you have managed to read thus far, thank you.
You will see I am no political scientist. But over
the past decade I have been made aware of the
situation because of my daily visits, till the first
lockdown, to my wife Kate in her nursing home.
There is a hierarchy in this institution, which is
traditional and as far as I can see is likely to endure
because of meritocracy. Yet I can also see it is in
some real sense overtaken by the fact that each
member of staff has a vital part to play. Each person
is qualified in their own way to carry out their role.
And it could be that the fact the person bringing
the after-lunch cuppa knows Kate has milk but no
sugar has a comparable effect on her well-being
to the nurse coming in about the same time with
her medication.
Members of our society, whatever their role in it,
need to feel they have an interlocking part to play
with others. It’s not ‘levelling up’; rather, something
more like ‘levelling across’. There are massive
consequences to this change of style, and naturally
I have grossly over simplified Sandel’s arguments.
But as a typical member of the meritocracy, I feel
I have a lot to learn from this book about the
Common Good.
Canon Philip Morgan

Holy Week and Easter 2021
Maundy Thursday, 1 April
Holy Communion with stripping of the altar, live-stream
from St Paul’s, www.stmatthewstpaul.org
Good Friday, 2 April
Family service for all ages on Zoom
Contemplative service on Zoom
Holy Saturday, 3 April
Easter Vigil and Festal Eucharist, live-streamed service from the
cathedral, www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk
Easter Sunday, 4 April
Parish Easter Eucharist pre-recorded at
St Paul’s, online at www.stmatthewstpaul.org
Children’s Easter service, pre-recorded, online at
www.stmatthewstpaul.org
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Bearing his cross
John 19: 17
When the two single beams were
lifted from the Lord’s bleeding
shoulders and laid on those of the
sturdy Cyrenian, Simon became what
none ever had been, or ever would be,
in all the history of the Lord’s Passion
– he became for a brief space the
substitute of Jesus! Simon came into
Jerusalem that morning, from the
village home where he had been a
guest, unconscious of the tragedy
enacted there during the night,
and was soon caught in the throng
accompanying Jesus to Calvary.
Through the dense excited mass of life
this heavily built countryman forced
his insistent body till he came to the
edge of the procession. From this
vantage point he could peer in and
get sight of Jesus – could catch the
weariness of His face. Was it the
merest accident that Simon was taken
into the heart of the tragedy? The
guard looked round and saw Simon –
his prominence and bulk – perhaps an
unconscious sympathy growing on his
face – and before Simon knew what
had happened he had been dragged
out from among the people and the
cross was on his shoulders, and he
was walking beside Jesus to Calvary.
O good fortune of the Cyrenian to
have a stout body – to be born a
countryman – to carry a kindly heart!
It had won him an honour denied to
kings and conquerors.
And none so favoured as this Cyrenian, for they
journeyed together within an iron wall – no man
could interrupt or annoy – neither priest nor
people; they were so close together that the cross
seemed to be on them both. That Jesus spoke to
Simon as He did to few in all His ministry, there can
be little doubt since no one could render Jesus the
slightest service without being instantly repaid, and
this man had succoured Him in His dire extremity.
What Jesus said to His substitute Simon never told.
But one thing is certain: in the heart of the tragedy
on the way to Calvary, Simon met Jesus. And with
what kindness Jesus must have spoken to His crossbearer as they went forward together under one
cross – one common disgrace! Alone with the
Redeemer one gathers precious treasure!

For a short while this man carried the load of wood.
In return Jesus carried his sin, and that of his
children after him: for by the time this gospel was
given unto the world Simon was known as the
head of a distinguished Christian house – a man
honoured in his sons, Alexander and Rufus.
Nothing save … a few drops of blood on the ground
remained of the great tragedy as Simon journeyed
homeward that evening; but, in the meantime,
Jesus had accomplished the deliverance of the
world – and Simon, the Cyrenian, had carried the
Lord’s cross! What a privilege!
Taken from the throng to carry another’s cross – via
Dolorosa WITH JESUS!
John Watson, D.D.
Sourced from Chas Cowman, Springs of the Valley
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Eco Church
What’s going on locally?
We are both part of the parish Green Group and
recently joined an online workshop convened by
Winchester Action on Climate Change (WinACC).
It aimed to understand and encourage initiatives in
Winchester and the surrounding area about climate
change. There were excellent representatives
from Winchester City and Hampshire County
councils, local rural parish councils, churches and
other groups, taking various steps to reduce local
carbon emissions.
There is far more going on than we realised,
from Council consultations and proposed policies
in transport, grants, conditions applying to
redevelopment or planning consents, through
to local parish councils’ plans and individuals
installing home solar panels and heat pumps.
So it was heartening to join all this as part of our
Beyond Ourselves commitment to practical
engagement in the world. There was interest
in our Bronze award (for energy efficiency and
environmental work at both churches), our aim of
raising awareness within our two congregations
as part of our Christian stewardship, and the Lent
initiative of meat-free meals to try out. We will link
with others in Churches Together in Winchester to
spread engagement and learn from each other, as
well as through WinACC’s network.
The worldwide scale and complexity of changes
needed over many decades are difficult, but
importantly also include local and individual
actions. So we hope that, gradually and together,
we’ll learn how to alter our local collective and
individual behaviour as our Christian response to
this environmental crisis.
Keith Jones and Alexa Heady
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On your bike!
In February, the Winchester
Cycling Charter was launched
and our parish was one of the
proud 20 Founding Signatories
alongside local businesses, the
university, Hampshire Hospitals
and Alfred’s Brewery, to name just a few.
Getting more people to cycle can make a significant
contribution towards tackling many of the
problems facing our city – congestion, air pollution,
obesity, mental health issues, poor quality of life –
whilst also providing an economic stimulus that
revitalises Winchester and helps it towards a more
vibrant future.
I often hear that people would want to cycle if it
wasn’t so dangerous and the roads weren’t so busy
with traffic. The lack of safe spaces for cycling
seems to be the biggest obstacle in Winchester.
This rather than our hills, as they can now be
climbed easily by electric bike if you’re concerned
you might get exhausted too quickly otherwise.
The more organisations, businesses and individuals
that sign up, the more our local councils will be
willing to create space for cycling. Signing up takes
only a couple of minutes, so please put your name
to the charter if you want to support its cause. It
may be a powerful (and free) way to promote your
business, charity or organisation too. You can sign
at https://winchestercyclingcharter.org.uk/.
Don’t forget to get your bike ready in time for the
spring sunshine, and if you can’t cycle please
remember to give any bikes on the road safe space.
They will take note and appreciate it a lot!
Max Priesemann, Eco Church Officer

Going solar
In recent years we’ve tried
to become a little more
environmentally
responsible – in fits and
starts, with a few small
steps and a few mistakes
along the way. We’ve
been influenced by many
things, including the public
coverage of environmental
issues, but also very much
including the focus on
them at St Paul’s.

power (produced in the
daytime) for when we
need it (for example, for
lights in the evening). It
also deals with daytime
spikes (as when we put the
kettle on). We can still sell
any extra power back to
the grid, but the rates
aren’t as good as they used
to be, hence the battery.

There is online monitoring,
so we can see the
Having a house that was
performance of the system
Spot who’s getting ‘free’ electricity!
already fairly well
at any time on our
insulated and with LED
computers or phones. One
bulbs, etc., a natural next step appeared to be solar
unexpected effect is that we have become much
panels. We had thought wrongly, however, that we
more conscious of what we are using and when,
would only be able to instal them on the back of
and have adjusted our behaviour. For instance,
our house, which faces north – not a good option.
we’re more likely to run the washing machine in
But when we researched again it became clear that
the middle of the day when power is flowing nicely.
the south-facing front roof of our house would
We were quite impressed by how quick this all was.
indeed be possible, without special permissions.
The fitting and commissioning were done in four
We got recommendations for two local contractors
days (it would have been three, but there was a
from trusted friends and asked for quotations. The
glitch), plus time for getting scaffolding up and
quotes were a little different in specification, but
down. It’s not cheap, but in principle the costs
comparable once allowance was made for this.
should be covered over about the next ten years. If
In a close decision, we picked the company we
we buy an electric car the payback will be quicker
slightly preferred doing business with and went
because charging it will be an efficient outlet for
ahead. Much to our surprise, the whole thing was
any surplus power. However, for us the main
completed within a month, and we are now
motivation was environmental responsibility.
generating power.
Even if the balance of cost turns out against us,
the amount will be small and we are prepared to
What we have is 14 solar panels in a neat array at
accept it.
the front of our house, and in our loft a battery and
an inverter (which converts the panels’ direct
And perhaps this was the last nudge that
current, DC, to alternating current, AC). These days
persuaded our son to put panels on his home too.
the battery is an economical way of storing surplus
Peter and Irene Casey

Forgive us, Lord, for our thoughtless wasting
For heat blasting in open doorways
for lights burning in empty rooms
for homes basking in T-shirt warmth
forgive our thoughtless wasting.
For leaving windows draughty
for lagging left undone
for lofts uninsulated
forgive our thoughtless wasting.
For cars that guzzle petrol
for driving little journeys
for cheaper fares on planes
forgive our thoughtless wasting.
God grant us clear thinking, right action, and a gentle lifestyle.
Amen.
Chris Polhill
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The Watsons

Frog and
spawn in the
Watsons’ pond
The Richardsons

Imogen with
her bird feeder

Mothering
Sunday

The McCabes
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St Paul’s new doors arrive

St Matthew’s
churchyard
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Beyond Ourselves
The Boaz Project – therapeutic work for adults with learning difficulties
The Boaz Project is a therapeutic work
environment for adults with learning
difficulties at Hill Farm, just outside
Winchester. There they can achieve
a sense of self-worth and learn new
skills such as working on the land,
looking after animals, baking,
woodworking and making craft goods.
The project’s Christian ethos seeks to
address the whole person in body,
mind and spirit and is a fine example
of people from all walks of life
enjoying working, learning together
and enhancing each other’s lives.
It’s aimed at individuals keen to
participate in a working environment
but requiring greater support than a conventional
workplace can offer. All members are well
supervised by staff and volunteers and are
encouraged (and expected) to do as much of
the task as they can themselves within their
capabilities.
The craft room Often members will come in with
a photo and say ‘I want to make that’, and within
minutes a template is drawn so they can turn their
ideas into reality. Some of these items are sold at
fund-raising events and local fetes.
Woodworking and engineering In the workshop,
members make items such as bird tables, nesting
boxes, insect boxes and house signs. They learn to
use a variety of
power tools and
all associated
health and safety
rules. There is an
opportunity to
take part in an
engineering
workshop. They
also help
with some
maintenance
and day-to-day
running of the
project.
Horticulture
A wide variety of fruit and vegetables are grown,
along with some flowers. Some of the produce is
taken to the kitchen and turned into delicious food,
some is sold to the public, and it’s also used to
make jams and chutneys that are sold via local
shops and cafés. There are raised beds so members
with limited mobility can help with weeding and
harvesting, and the greenhouse has been designed
to facilitate wheelchair access.
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Livestock There are 120 chickens
at Boaz. Members feed them, clean
out the hen houses and collect the
eggs every day, come rain or shine.
The eggs are then counted, sorted,
stamped and boxed by members to
prepare them for sale. A local post
office in Barton Stacey buys a large
proportion and sells them in the
local community.
Kitchen The project endeavours to
promote healthy eating habits and
to teach basic cooking skills whilst
reinforcing essential hygiene
standards around food. Members
make jams and chutneys from fruit
and vegetables that have been grown or foraged
from the farm hedgerows. They bake cakes and
biscuits, and prepare healthy snacks for morning
and afternoon tea breaks.
Socialising It’s not all work at
Boaz! Socialising is important,
and there are morning and
lunch breaks as well as time at
the end of the afternoon for
refreshments and being
together. Sometimes there’s
a memory quiz, which is a
popular challenge and helps
people get to know each
other. On fine afternoons
members often walk around
the farm fields with Boaz’s two
donkeys, enjoying company and exercise. There’s
also time to cuddle the two guinea pigs or say hello
to the four sheep on site.
Do you have skills you might like to share as a
volunteer, perhaps once a week? Or do you want
experience or support in the area of learning
difficulties? Contact admin@boazproject.co.uk or
761749 to find out more. Due to the pandemic,
Boaz is closed at the moment to members and
volunteers on site. But lots of activity is still going
on via Zoom meetings.
‘Before I came to Boaz I wasn’t sure I had anything
to offer, but once you get started you realise that
just being alongside the members, enabling and
encouraging them, is very rewarding.’ Eileen
‘For the first time in my life I fit in somewhere.’
Caleb
Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee
For further details about the charities we support,
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/

Children’s and youth work update
Family services We had two great Zoom family
services last month: one on Jesus’ miracles on
7 March, and the second, on 21 March, entitled
‘Every cloud has a silver lining’. Many thanks to
Sandra Lewis for writing dramas for these that
the children all take part in. They also write their
own prayers to read out, and we end with the
Lord’s Prayer. The children enjoy showing us their
favourite toys and telling us why they love them
so much. It’s great to see all the families joining
Sandra, Liz Stuart and me. We have a lot of fun and
value seeing each other on screen, but are also
looking forward to the day when we can hold
family services in St Paul’s again safely.
Mothering Sunday The Tibbitts family and Imogen
Loxton wrote some lovely prayers to be read out in
the Mothering Sunday Parish Eucharist.
Dear God, please make sure that all the mothers in
the world have a very happy Mothering Sunday.
Thank you for all of the mothers in the world, and
those people who are mothering. Thank you for the
care that they give to others.
Thank you for how much the mothers do by
themselves for others.
We pray for those people who have lost their
mothers, and hope that they might be comforted by
God today and always.

We pray for those women who yearn to be mothers
and for those mothers who have lost their children.
May you comfort them in their time of grief, filling
them with your love and your hope.
Sorry for the times that we have been uncaring
towards our mothers.
Thank you Lord for a wonderful mummy who helps
me with my learning. Lots of love to all of the
mummies. Amen.
Children’s online services We have continued to
provide recordings for every Sunday. They are
popular with children and adults, and we will
continue for the foreseeable future. Charlotte (my
granddaughter) continues to film a craft activity
each week, even though she is now back at school
and very busy – thank you so much, Charlotte! On
Mothering Sunday she showed the children how to
decorate jam jars and encouraged them put some
flowers in them from the garden (with parental
permission, of course) to give to mummy or a carer.
Another week Charlotte decorated an egg and
asked the children to decorate their own and send
in a photograph. She will decide which one she
likes best and they will get a special prize (although
we will make sure that everyone gets something).
My thanks to Olli Wilson-Smith for putting the films
together so wonderfully each week.
Zoom meetings Olli and I continue to hold Zoom
meetings with the older young people at St Paul’s.
Lent We have sent out weekly Lent sheets with
ideas of things that children and their families can
do to help the planet. Thanks to Sandra Lewis for
putting these sheets together, with ideas taken
from the CofE Lent booklet for last year. I have
asked families to send in photos of what they’ve
been doing, and you can see Imogen’s bird-feeder
on p. 10 (specially lowered for the photograph, but
normally higher for the safety of the birds).
Easter We look forward to our Zoom family service
on Good Friday at 10 am, with a drama by Sandra
Lewis and Vicki Tibbitts playing the piano for us.
This service is for children and adults. Please
contact me for the Zoom link. On Easter Day there
will be an online children’s service as well as the
9.30 Parish Easter Eucharist.
There is continued hope for the future with the
likelihood of being able to be together more, and
we look forward to the time when we can meet in
our beautiful refurbished church of St Paul’s once
again. Meanwhile, I enjoy keeping in touch with
children and families in many different ways. Please
do ring me if you ever want to chat.
Mary Copping, 07921 886016
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
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From our elected representatives
Building resilience to future pandemics
We have to start with your
wonderful parish priest,
Peter Seal. I was sad,
but perhaps not entirely
surprised, to receive an
email last month telling
me of his decision to retire
early. I have known Peter
(and Julia) since before I
was elected and always
thoroughly enjoyed their
friendship, warmth and
advice. As you all know it is,
above all, their love of God
that shines out and it is
infectious. I have dug out a
2019 picture which sums up
their sense of fun from one
of the many Community
Days we’ve enjoyed at
St Paul’s. I shall miss
them being part of the
Winchester family but wish
them every success for the
future and look forward to
a proper, real-world sendoff in the summer.
As the Covid roadmap plays out, I am doing my
best to get the Winchester view into government;
especially around the future of our hospitality
sector, which is still closed. The ‘recovery grants’
will help – as will the widening of the SelfEmployed Income Support Scheme for others –
but I’m nervous as to what normal will look like
when the dust settles.
As a former Public Health Minister who had
responsibility for the international health portfolio,
I am doing some work on the origins of Covid
and building resilience to future pandemics. To
strengthen the domestic health system, we are
establishing the National Institute for Health
Protection, which will be responsible for ensuring
our readiness to respond in future. It will combine
the health protection capabilities of Public Health
England with NHS Test and Trace, including the UKwide Joint Biosecurity Centre, and build on the
experiences of Covid-19. I welcome it but am keen
to scrutinise and help ministers get it right.
On the international stage, we are leading a global
approach. At the UN General Assembly last year,
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the Prime Minister set out an ambitious plan
including a global network of zoonotic research
hubs to spot new pandemics before they begin,
by identifying pathogens before they leap from
animals to humans. There’s also increased research
and development, and manufacturing capacity,
for treatments and vaccines, to ensure treatments
are ready to deploy against emerging threats, as
well as improved horizon-scanning and earlywarning systems.
This is all positive, and the UK will use its G7
presidency this year to further the agenda; but we
need all countries on board. That’s why, in parallel,
I am pressing ministers for the government’s
view on the origins of Covid-19, and also on the
effectiveness of the World Health Organisation’s
mission to China and Wuhan. US President Joe
Biden has raised concerns over the mission and
China’s lack of transparency and co-operation.
What emerges must be robust, open and
scientifically rigorous, or we’re never going to
make progress.
Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 8 March

Supporting local businesses
As we move into spring we hope you are all well
and that we can begin to look forward to better
times, enjoy being outside and sense change.
Winchester is certainly changing: Great Minster
Street has been closed to vehicles and the Square
will also be closed to vehicles at weekends. After
months of hard work, the District’s recycling rates
have gone up dramatically with kerbside collection
of glass, batteries and small electrical items, fewer
missed bins and new arrangements for green
waste. In car
parks, electric
charging points are
being installed,
including special
ones for taxis in
Worthy Lane car
park.
Less visible, but
hugely important,
is the work that the Council has been doing to
support businesses during these hard times. As
we emerge from lockdown it is hoped that more
and more people will buy local and support local
businesses. In this neighbourhood we have many
shops, cafés, restaurants and pubs that will need all
the support they can get.
The High Street is particularly vulnerable, and
although it hasn’t suffered as badly as many other
places it will still need as much support as possible.
Removing and reducing traffic in Great Minster
Street and the Square is good for businesses, as
well as for pedestrians. It is a start, with more to
come, while the relocation of the Sunday markets
to the Broadway is also designed to improve their
businesses as well as their attractiveness. The
move is proving popular with customers as well
as traders and we’re delighted to note that the
Hampshire Farmers’ Market has just won the
National Farmers’ Market of the Year Award.

Forthcoming Council elections
Possible questions for the candidates
However the forthcoming local elections end up
taking place, Winchester Action on Climate Change
(WinACC) suggests that you might like to ask
candidates one or more of the following important
questions – whether on the doorstep, by phone or
online in some way. Prospective councilllors’ views
on these topics may help you choose where your
vote goes.
1

The climate emergency is much more important
than party politics. Are you prepared to work
together with the other parties on this,
regardless of who wins the election?

2

What will you do to reduce traffic blight,
particularly in the city, given that cars are bad
for trade, our lungs and the climate? How will
you make the city more cyclist- and walkerfriendly? How will you improve rural bus
services?

3

How will your Council help businesses to create
green jobs – for instance, growing food – and
green their businesses (supply chain and
operations)?

4

How will you ensure that all new homes are
designed and constructed to net zero emission
standards?

5

How will you encourage a change from gas
heating, both domestic and business, to electric
heating (heat pumps, perhaps) and installation
of solar panels on roofs?

6

How is your Council going to persuade national
government to put its money where its mouth is
– for instance, to shift spending from roads to
serious emission reductions, such as green
transport and heating?

7 As a councillor, what have you been doing, or
what actions do you intend to take, to show
leadership on climate change issues?

Longer-term work continues on the Local Plan, and
the Council is in the process of consulting on its
Strategic Issues and Priorities paper, wanting to
know what the people of Winchester District feel
the Local Plan should focus on, and how the area
should develop between now and 2038. Due to
the current circumstances this all has to be done
virtually, but there is a very engaging website; do
please visit www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk and
let us know your views. The consultation ends on
12 April.
Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 13 March
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Classifieds

A McKerrell
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Domestic installer
PAT testing
No job too small. No call out fee.
aimsekai@gmail.com
07902 497728
General maintenance, handyman, painting and
decorating services also offered
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING
WINCHESTER
Flat roof specialists

THE LOG CABIN
FOR HIRE

Ring Harry
01962 860487, 07795 935202

Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired

Free estimates

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group
Ideal for children’s parties
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities
Fantastic large garden
To find out more and book go to
www.11thwinchester.org.uk

Blackwell & Moody
MADE-TO-MEASURE
SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
WITH A LOCAL SERVICE
For a FREE, no-obligation home
consultation, call Mike on
01962 710807 or e-mail
hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk
For more information: 160 Stockbridge
Road, Winchester SO22 6RN

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk

Monumental and general masons
Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road
Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476,
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net
Suppliers of new memorials • Existing
memorials renovated • Building restoration •
House signs and numbers • All stonework •
Professional advice
www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office,
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
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BLB private car hire
Airport, docks and longdistance transfers in
safety and luxury

Garden design
and construction

Will Ridpath
Over 20 years of creating
gardens to suit your needs

blbcarhire@gmail.com
07775 893146

07803 297563, 01794 514572
will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk
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Richard Steel & Partners
Family owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery
Continuing four generations of personal
family service since 1860
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk
with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at
Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU
We offer a choice of funeral plans

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

Services for individuals

Services for businesses

Buying and selling property
Landlord and tenant
Wills and powers of attorney
Divorce and family law
Support for the elderly
Tax advice
Trusts
Administration of estates
Employment law

Farms and estates
Business acquisitions and disposals
Commercial property
Employment law
Civil litigation
Dispute resolution

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF
t: 01962 841484 f: 01962 841554
info@godwins-law.co.uk
www.godwins-law.co.uk
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH
and the local community
If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ
01962 830880
winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals.
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.
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Contact us
Parish Office, St Paul’s Church
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester
SO22 5AB, 844878
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3
www.stmatthewstpaul.org
Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest,
children/youth work co-ordinator
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F
Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest
revneil@hotmail.co.uk
864910
Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay Minister
(LLM)
stephennadam@gmail.com
883511
Christopher Seaman, churchwarden,
St P’s
chrseaman@aol.com
849192
Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden,
St P’s
alexa.heady@gmail.com
841151
Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584
Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health,
safety and security officer,
St M’s
dwlknsn@hotmail.com
865705

Canon Peter Seal, Rector
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org
854849 (h) 844878 (office)
M, Tu, W, Th
Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant,
Building for Life project
administrator
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, Tu, Th
Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary
n.schulz@btopenworld.com
810509
Tim Stannard, stewardship
secretary, legacy officer
tim@thestannards.co.uk
855871
Bill Lucas, Chair, Building for Life
Project
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.
org
Alison Collins, electoral roll
officer
ajcero@btinternet.com
863739
Janet Bird, postal magazine
distribution
881173
(during Covid-19, handled by Katy
Palacio)
Maggie Brecknell, bookings to
attend Sunday services, St P’s
brecknell1@uwclub.net
856552
Linda Russell-Smith, bookings to
attend Sunday services, St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Katy Palacio, parish
administrator, room bookings,
advertising
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, W, F
Ian Rees, organist, St P’s
ianrees212@gmail.com
07824 686147

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer
(children and adults)
dpbray@virginmedia.com
07786 837535
Jan Walley, parish visiting
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org
808441
Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk
624259
Linda Russell-Smith, flower
team co-ordinator,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584
Roberta Brockman, Acting
Chair, Friends of St Matthew
with St Paul
roberta@fabrock.plus.com
853088
Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Preschool supervisor
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolw
inchester.co.uk
07879 645600
All gifts gratefully received
Cheques payable to St
Matthew’s PCC
Sort code 55-81-26
Account 73264024

With all creation we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life,
the unfolding purposes of God,
forever at work in ourselves and the world.
Iona Community

