Good Friday 2020: Stations of the cross
Welcome in the name of Christ to our reflective service for Good
Friday based on the stations of the cross. God’s grace, mercy and
peace be with you.
All: and also with you.
As we pause to light our candles today, we recognise that the only
good thing about today is that wherever we are, we still tell Jesus’
story. On this Friday, when the goodness of God was put to an
unfair, biased test, and won, we still struggle on. As we live through
this time of trial, we hear the trials Christ faced and know he is with
us in ours.
As we travel through the stations of the cross, we will use pictures,
bible readings, reflection and prayers to enter into the story. There
will be times to pause with the words and artwork and times for
you to join in with the words in bold.
Between each station we will pause with the Taizé chant:

Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 1: Mark 14.32-36 Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane:
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his
disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ He took with him Peter and James
and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to
them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep
awake.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground
and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.
He said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’
Place the bowl of salt water
Tears of anguish, a cup that was not taken away…
Pause to reflect
Prayer
you entered the garden of fear and faced death:
be with those who share that agony.
You shared our fear
and knew the weakness of our humanity:
give strength and hope to the hopeless and despairing.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 2: Mark 14.43-46 Jesus’ arrest and betrayal
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer
had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest
him and lead him away under guard.’ So when he came, he went
up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Then they laid
hands on him and arrested him.

A sign of friendship, of love, corrupted by 30 pieces of
silver…
Pause to reflect
Lord Jesus, you were betrayed by the kiss of a friend:
be with those who are betrayed and falsely accused.
You knew the experience of having your love thrown back in your
face for mere silver:
be with those whose relationships are torn apart by mistrust or
temptation.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 3: Mark 14.55-64 Jesus condemned by the Sanhedrin
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for
testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none.
For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did
not agree. Some stood up and gave false testimony against him,
saying, ‘We heard him say, “I will destroy this temple that is made
with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with
the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, ‘Have you no
answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ But he was silent
and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’ Jesus said, ‘I am; and “you
will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power”, and
“coming with the clouds of heaven”.’ Then the high priest tore his
clothes and said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard
his blasphemy! What is your decision?’ All of them condemned him
as deserving death.
Jesus’ words were to love God and to love others as
ourselves. How these words are twisted and misused…
Pause to reflect
Lord Jesus, you were the victim of religious intolerance:
be with those persecuted by authority, and guide all who have
power over others.
You faced the condemnation of fearful hearts:
Help us not to hurt what we do not understand
Stay with me…
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Station 4: Mark 14.72 Peter denies Jesus:
At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter
remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows
twice, you will deny me three times.’
And he broke down and wept.

A cock crows at the final betrayal of the night and tears of
despair comes at the realisation of a promise broken due to
fear…
Lord Jesus, as Peter betrayed you, you experienced the double
agony of love rejected and friendship denied:
be with those who are friendless and rejected by society.
Pause to reflect

You understood the fear within Peter:
help us, who fear the future.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 5: Mark 15: 14, 15, 17-19 Jesus judged by Pilate, scourged
and punished:
Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted
all the more, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed
him over to be crucified. And they clothed him in a purple cloak;
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.
And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck
him.

The purple of leadership and the symbol of authority
perverted and mocked…
Pause to reflect

Lord Jesus, you were condemned to death for political purposes:
be with those who are imprisoned unfairly by powerful people.
You were the victim of injustice:
change the minds and hearts of all who oppress and exploit
others.

Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 6: Mark 15:20-21 Jesus carries the cross
After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put
his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. They
compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to
carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and
Rufus.

Roman power and oppression…
Pause to reflect
Lord Jesus, you carried the cross through the streets of Jerusalem:
be with those who are loaded with burdens beyond their
strength.
You needed the help of a passing stranger:
give us the willingness to help others at this difficult time and the
humility to receive help in return.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 7: Luke 23.27-31 Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
(NIV UK)
A large number of people followed him, including women who
mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them,
‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves
and for your children. For the time will come when you will say,
“Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and
the breasts that never nursed!” Then
‘“they will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’
and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’”
For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will
happen when it is dry?’
Today we, too, watch and weep with our world.

Pause to reflect
Lord Jesus, the women of Jerusalem wept for you:
move us to tears at the brokenness of your world.
Bless Jerusalem, and all places of conflict and violence and
pandemic.
Please bring your healing and peace to this hurting world.

Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 8: John 19: 18-19 Jesus is crucified
There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either
side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote a title and put it on
the cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
See what we have done…
Pause to reflect
Lord Jesus, you bled in pain as the nails were driven into your
flesh.
We weep at humanity’s cruelty and pray for all who suffer,
especially at the hands of others.

Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 9: Luke 23.39-43 Jesus’ promise to the penitent thief
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the
other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus,
‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’
Red; the colour of blood. For us today, a colour symbolising
love, the greatest love of all; freely given to the whole
world.
Pause to reflect
Lord Jesus, even in your deepest agony you listened to the
crucified thief:
hear us as we unburden to you our deepest fears.
You spoke words of love in your hour of death:
help us to speak words of life and hope to a world in crisis.

Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 10: John 19.26,27 At the cross
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is
your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
Jesus, in a world of suffering and isolation, help us to know that
you still reach out in compassion as you did from the cross.
Pause to reflect
Jesus, who had friends and family at the cross be with those
suffering in isolation who long for companionship.
You cared for your loved ones even in your death-throes:
give us a love for one another
that is stronger even than the fear of death.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Station 11: Mark 15.34-37 Jesus dies on the cross
At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,
‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying,
‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then
Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.
We wait in silence

Lord Jesus, you died on the cross:
be with all those coming to the end of their lives.
In death you entered into the darkest place of all: there is
nowhere we can go that your light does not shine.
To you, Jesus, your lifeless body hanging on the tree of shame, be
honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for
ever.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)

12

Station 12: Mark 15.46 Jesus is laid in the tomb
Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body,
wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been
hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the
tomb.
We wait in silence

Lord Jesus, Lord of life, you became as nothing for us:
be with those who feel as nothing in the world’s eyes.
You were hidden in a cold, dark tomb:
be with all who suffer and die in secret,
hidden from the eyes of the world.
Stay with me,
Remain here with me,
Watch and pray,
Watch and pray.
(repeat)
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Collect
Eternal God,
in the cross of Jesus
we see the cost of our sin
and the depth of your love:
in humble hope and fear
may we place at his feet
all that we have and all that we are,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We extinguish our candles
Our Lenten journey ends here.
Jesus was faithful unto death, let us wait in faith.
Amen

This service was produced using material from:
Common Worship: Archbishop’s council.
“Getting our hands dirty” by Sally Foster-Fulton with Ruth
Burgess: Wild Goose Publications.
Bible readings from NRSV or NIV
Paintings by Jenny Hawke for One Friday see
www.creative grace.co.uk
Other images copyright free
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Music by Jacques Berthier, Taizé

