2 May 2021
The fifth Sunday of Easter;
[BCP] the fourth Sunday after Easter
Welcome
A warm welcome to everyone, whether you are worshipping
in church or taking part in the service at home

Covid safety
The aim is to keep the most vulnerable and most anxious feeling as safe as we can.
Great care has been taken to prepare for this Eucharist. On your arrival at St Paul’s
(wearing a face covering) please sanitise your hands in the porch. A welcomer will
show you to your seat, where your order of service will be.







Please
once seated, stay in your seat; kindly don’t move around the church, as some
may feel this puts them at risk
stick to the C of E guidelines, which require that the congregation don’t sing
keep social distancing of 2 metres as you line up for Communion
at the end (we very much want people to be able to meet together safely within
the guidelines), please leave either through the southeast (car park) door or the
new north doors onto the play area to socialise in groups of up to six, or two
households, in the meadow
please maintain social distancing and take care not to block exits for others
Thank you for your cooperation

Please feel free to send prayer requests to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org
or contact Peter Seal on 854849

Prayer
 with the Anglican Communion we pray for the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and
the Middle East; for Archbishop Justin
 within our diocese, for Bishops Tim, David and Debbie; the team at the Diocesan
Registry who advise the parishes, bishop and all the other organisations and
officers of the diocese on legal matters
 our mission giving: £1,000 for Churches Together in Winchester’s nominated
charities to help refugees: Médecins sans Frontières, Firefly International, Aid to
the Church in Need and a British Red Cross project, ‘Hampshire Young Refugees
Together’
 Unicef’s ‘vaccinaid’ programme delivering vaccines around the world
 the people of Myanmar, and their public healthcare system, near collapse
 all refugees; those who live far from home; those separated from their families;
all who try to move to different countries to find a safer way of life
 Southampton and Winchester Visitors Group, caring for refugees in our area
 people living in countries where there is extreme political corruption
 all who are finding life hard; those who are not paid properly for their work; all
who fear for the security of their families and livelihoods
 those who are homeless
 the unwell: Bob and Elizabeth Harland, Lauren (age 9), Margaret McAllister, Tom
Mounsey, Chris Pile, Steph and Patricia Watts
 the long-term unwell: Caroline Behan, William Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Julia
Jones, Kate Morgan, Jane Seal, Brett Tribe, Vera Willnecker and David Wilson
 those who have died recently, including David Lewis (Sandra’s brother-in-law)
and Daphne Robinson; all living with the pain of untimely death; God’s comfort
for their families and friends and all who remember loved ones
Services for 2 May
9.30 am

Sunday Eucharist at St Paul’s/live-streamed
Stand

Piano music
from 9.15

Communion in G by Alexandre Guilmant
Gavotte by Samuel Wesley
‘Silent Worship’ by George Frideric Handel
Piano: Jan Walley

The gathering

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Sit

Opening hymn While congregational singing isn’t allowed, the hymns will be played
and one musician will sing. At home, do join in, but if you’re in
church, please meditate silently on the words.
Alleluia, alleluia,
give thanks to the risen Lord;
alleluia, alleluia,
give praise to his name.
1

Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation.
Refrain

2

Spread the good news o’er all the earth.
Jesus has died and is risen.
Refrain

3

We have been crucified with Christ.
Now we shall live for ever.
Refrain

4

God has proclaimed the just reward:
‘Life for us all, alleluia!’
Refrain

5

Come, let us praise the living God,
Joyfully sing to our Saviour.
Refrain

Donald Fishel (b. 1950) © The Word of God Music/adm. Song Solutions CopyCare,
info@songsolutions.org. Used by permission

Stand
Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Prayer of
preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of
penitence

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil,
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.
Let us confess our sins.
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
Almighty God
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect

O God, you graft us on to Christ, the true vine,
and, with tireless care,
you nurture our growth in knowledge and reverence.
Tend the vineyard of your Church,
that in Christ each branch may bring forth
to the glory of your name
abundant fruits of faith and love.
Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life.
Amen.
Sit

Liturgy of the
word

Reader: Geoffrey Burnaby
Acts 8: 26–40 [p. 546]
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza’. (This is a
wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot,
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go
over to this chariot and join it’. So Philip ran up to it and heard him
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you
are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of
the scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.’
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road,
they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptised?’ He commanded the
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down
into the water, and Philip baptised him. When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.
For God’s holy word,
thanks be to God.

Reader: Annette Lindsay
1 John 4: 7–21 [p. 548]
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does
not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. Belovèd, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the
Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God
abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those
who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
For God’s holy word,
thanks be to God.
Gradual hymn 1

Loving shepherd of thy sheep,
keep me, Lord, in safety keep;
nothing can thy power withstand,
none can pluck me from thy hand.

2

Loving shepherd, thou didst give
thine own life that I might live,
may I love thee day by day,
gladly thy sweet will obey.

3

Loving shepherd, ever near,
teach me still thy voice to hear;
suffer not my steps to stray
from the straight and narrow way.

4

Where thou leadest may I go,
walking in thy steps below;
then, before thy Father’s throne,
Jesu, claim me for thine own.

Jane E. Leeson (1808–1881), based on Ezekiel 37: 24

Stand
Gospel
reading

Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
(Revelation 1: 17, 18)
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 15: 1–8 [p. 548]
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon

Revd Mary Copping
After the sermon there will be two minutes’ silence for reflection

Prayers

Intercessor: Fiona Butt
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Liturgy of the
sacrament

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you’.
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
(John 20: 19, 20)
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Sit

Offertory
hymn

1

Angel-voices ever singing
round thy throne of light,
angel-harps for ever ringing,
rest not day nor night;
thousands only live to bless thee
and confess thee Lord of might.

2

Thou who art beyond the farthest
mortal eye can see,
can it be that thou regardest
our poor hymnody?
Yes, we know that thou art near us
and wilt hear us constantly.

3

Yea, we know that thou rejoicest
o’er each work of thine;
thou didst ears and hands and voices
for thy praise design;
craftsman’s art and music’s measure
for thy pleasure all combine.

4

In thy house, great God, we offer
of thine own to thee;
and for thine acceptance proffer
all unworthily,
hearts and minds and hands and voices
in our choicest psalmody.

5

Honour, glory, might, and merit
thine shall ever be,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
blessèd Trinity.
Of the best that thou hast given
earth and heaven render thee.

Francis Pott (1832–1909)

Stand
Blessèd are you, Lord God of all creation.
In your loving care you spread before us the table of life
and give us the cup of salvation to drink.
Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessèd be God for ever.
Eucharistic
Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Abiding God, you planted the vineyard of creation
and called your chosen people to be your vine,
rooted and grounded in you.
In Jesus you gave us the true vine, turning earth into grapes
and the water of life into the wine of eternal life.
Through your Son you abide in us,
and in the power of your Holy Spirit
you shape the branches of the vine to make fruit that will last.
Your Son was crucified on the vine of our sin,
that the blood of his sacrifice might be the wine
through which we may never be thirsty again.
In this meal of creation, of resurrection and of everlasting life,
you pour out the cup of your abundance to give us eternal joy in you.
And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending praise.
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Transforming God,
your Son took the ordinary substance of human flesh and bone;
and on his last night with his friends
he took the ordinary materials of bread and wine.
Come among us now, and make the ordinariness of our lives
glow with the wonder of your eternal life.
Take these gifts of bread and wine and make them be for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me’.

After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
Companionable God, you turn Word into flesh
and your perfect love casts out our fear.
You show us a way to love you
by giving us brothers and sisters to love as we love you.
Abide with all whose lives are far from fruitful;
remain with those who have experienced pruning;
dwell with any who feel like branches that have been discarded.
Unite your whole Church, living and departed,
as branches of your one vine,
and through being rooted and grounded in you,
make us fruitful in body, mind and spirit,
until we stand before you, with your whole creation,
and you are all in all, one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Sit
The Lord’s
Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of
the Bread

Jesus says, I am the bread of life;
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Lord, our hearts hunger for you;
give us this bread always.

Agnus Dei

Jesus, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
grant us your peace.

Giving of
Communion

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

Music during
Communion

Larghetto from Sonata in D by George Frideric Handel
Adagio from Sonata IV for violin and harpsichord by J. S. Bach
Violin: David Blunt

PostCommunion
prayers

Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

PostCommunion
hymn

1

God is love: let heaven adore him;
God is love: let earth rejoice;
let creation sing before him,
and exalt him with one voice.
He who laid the earth’s foundation,
he who spread the heavens above,
he who breathes through all creation,
he is love, eternal Love.

2

God is love: and he enfoldeth
all the world in one embrace;
with unfailing grasp he holdeth
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,
then they find that self-same aching
deep within the heart of God.

3

God is love: and though with blindness
sin afflicts the human soul,
God’s eternal loving-kindness
guides and heals and makes us whole.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o’er us final triumph gain;
God is love, so love for ever
o’er the universe must reign.

Timothy Rees (1874–1939)

Stand
Blessing and
Dismissal

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
has given us the victory,
give you joy and peace in your faith;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you,
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Piano
voluntary

Offertory in B flat by Alexandre Guilmant
As we very much want people to be able to meet together safely
within the guidelines, please leave either through the southeast (car
park) door or the new north doors onto the play area to socialise in
groups of up to six, or two households, in the meadow. Do maintain
social distancing and please take care not to block exits for others.
Thank you.

9.30 am

Children’s service, online

11.15 am
St Matthew’s

[BCP] Holy Communion

Services for 9 May
The sixth Sunday of Easter; [BCP] the fifth Sunday after Easter
BCP
9.30 am

11.15 am
2.30 pm

p. 142
Sunday Eucharist (St Paul’s/live-streamed)
Readings: Isaiah 55: 1–11 [p. 523]; Acts 10: 44–48 [p. 549];
John 15: 9–17 [p. 551]
[BCP] Mattins (St Matthew’s)
Family Service, ‘Friendship’ (St Paul’s)
Zoom meetings this week

Mon–Fri
8.30 am
Thurs
10.30 am

Morning Prayer
Mon–Thurs follows the C of E order for Morning Prayer
(contemporary wording). Friday is informal.
Coffee morning

The Zoom links are in Peter Seal’s Saturday email
Notices
Worship in church Our booking system is managed so as to include everyone who
wants to attend as often as they would like to, as far as the restricted numbers
allow. For St Paul’s 9.30 Eucharist please contact Maggie Brecknell (856552,
brecknell1@uwclub.net), for St Matthew’s Sunday 11.15 and Wednesday 11.0 Linda
Russell-Smith (853584) and for 2.30 family services Mary Copping (07921 886016,
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org). The 9.30 will be live-streamed each week.
Streaming and sound control operators Several people have offered to train for the
live-streaming at St Paul’s, which is wonderful. In order to do this, two of them need
to be relieved of their sound-desk work. So Peter Seal is urgently looking for people
to help with the sound – actually not that difficult!
Last call! If you would like to be involved in delivering (just delivering, not
collecting) Christian Aid envelopes to every home in the parish during Christian Aid
Week (10–16 May), please contact Katy Palacio, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org,
844878.

Contributions for June magazine We would welcome articles, reflections, prayers,
book reviews, photographs, etc. for the next parish magazine. Please send by Thurs
13 May to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org.
Revision of electoral roll Those who are already on the roll need do nothing. If you
are not on it and are new to the church you can get a form by contacting Alison
Collins (ajcero@btinternet.com, 863739) or by downloading it at
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/. Application deadline Tues 11 May.
Once the revision has been completed, the roll (names only) will be on display at
both St Matthew’s and St Paul’s and available for inspection at the Parish Office for
the two weeks before the Annual Meetings on Wed 26 May.
Winchester Chamber Music Festival comes to St Paul’s, 4–6 June We’re delighted
that this long-established festival has chosen the renewed St Paul’s as its venue for
2021. The London Bridge Trio and guests will be playing well-known pieces by
Beethoven, Brahms, Dvořák and Fauré as well as contemporary music. Order tickets
at www.winchesterchambermusic.com from £10 per household for an online
performance (released 18–20 June) and £18 per ‘in person’ concert ticket.
Vaccination equity Bishops Tim, David and Debbie write: While the Covid-19
situation in our own diocese improves, and many in our communities will have
already been vaccinated, we are deeply saddened that the virus continues to
cause immense suffering around the world. If you want to give thanks for receiving
your vaccination, or to donate to charities who are helping to ensure that every
community is supported, the National Church has offered guidance on how we can
contribute to vaccination equity campaigns:


The Church of England helped to bring about the vaccinaid.org campaign with
Unicef and Crowdfunder, which is seeking to help provide more than 2.5 billion
vaccines worldwide.



Christian Aid’s Give Thanks campaign is focusing on humanitarian support
including food, water and healthcare in areas where the vaccine is not currently
available.



The Church of England has worked with yourneighbour.org on the Give Hope
Campaign, which works to target misinformation and encourage everyone to
take up the offer of a vaccination.

Nightshelter The Nightshelter is happy to receive donations of their most-needed
items, which should be delivered direct to Jewry Street: anti-bac wipes, toilet rolls,
blankets, sleeping bags, men’s T-shirts and trainers (in good condition), long-life
semi-skimmed milk, fresh vegetables and fruit, bacon, sausages.

Contact us
Canon Peter Seal, Rector
854849 (h) 844878 (office) M, Tu, W, Th, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org
Revd Mary Copping, Children/Youth Co-ordinator & Assistant Priest
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org
Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator
844878 M, W, F, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
Ursula Payne, Rector’s Assistant & Building for Life Administrator
844878 M, Tu, Th, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org (please send me any notices)
Parish Office (currently closed), St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22
5AB, 844878, www.stmatthewstpaul.org
Staff are working from home whenever possible, and can be reliably contacted by
email; parish meetings are cancelled until further notice
Please make cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC – all gifts gratefully received
Sort code 55-81-26, Account 73264024
Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Common Worship: Times and Seasons copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 and
published by Church House Publishing. Eucharistic prayer from Joining the Angels’ Song: Eucharistic
Prayers for Sundays and Holy Days, Years A, B, and C, copyright © Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher
2016 and published by Canterbury Press, an imprint of Hymns Ancient & Modern. Hymns copied from
HymnQuest: Copyright Licence Users’ Edition, licence CCL 5838. Streaming licence CCLI 111838.
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