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The peaceable Kingdom
The marvellous vision of the peaceable Kingdom, in which all
violence has been overcome and all men, women and children
live in loving unity with nature, calls for its realisation in our
day-to-day lives. Instead of being an escapist dream,
it challenges us to anticipate what it promises.
Every time we forgive our neighbour, every time we make a
child smile, every time we show compassion to a suffering
person, every time we arrange a bouquet of flowers, offer care
to tame or wild animals, prevent pollution, create beauty in our
homes and gardens, and work for peace and justice among
peoples and nations, we are making the vision come true.
We must remind one another constantly of the vision.
Whenever it comes alive in us we will find new energy to live it
out, right where we are. Instead of making us escape real life,
this beautiful vision gets us involved.
Henri Nouwen
https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/anticipating-the-vision/

2|

Letter from the rector
Dear friends,
The month of May is upon us and God’s glory shines through so much of creation. A thankful heart
can make such a difference to the way we see, feel about and react to other people. Isn’t it an
inspiration to hear folk say, ‘I feel so grateful for all I have?’ And it’s often those with the most
troubles or worries who say this.
The other Sunday afternoon, in response to the welcome sheet request from the Nightshelter, Julia
and I delivered a couple of sleeping bags we no longer use. They were so grateful and we had quite
a chat with the man on duty. It was good to hear that all is going well and their residents are safe
from Covid. We asked if there was anything they’re short of at the moment. Currently they’re well
stocked, though they always need tea, coffee and sugar.
Beyond Ourselves is such a powerful theme and so integrated into parish life and our local identity.
As you’ll know our budget is under huge pressure this year, but I’m delighted to say that your PCC is
keeping our mission giving at the same level as last year. It’s our special collections, for example in
the run up to Christmas, that have been almost wiped out during the time we haven’t been able to
meet in church. We’re being imaginative about Christian Aid Week (see p. 5). The plan is that our
usual Christian Aid Week team, plus anyone else including those who helped deliver Easter cards,
will deliver envelopes to every home in the parish with a label inviting folk to return them to a
number of homes in the parish. We hope this works well and encourages a generous response.
Pastoral care is all about people, people, people. During the pandemic a team of people, including
parish visitors, have systematically and regularly tried to keep in touch with as many folk as
possible. The response and feedback has been so appreciative. One of the comments has been
that these phone calls have led to a real deepening of relationship – something that a few words
after church worship doesn’t easily enable. The Thursday coffee morning has grown into a place of
friendship, kindness and fun. Praise be for these new initiatives, which have taken us to new places
and been a blessing to all involved.
As I write I’m conscious again of the significant number of people who have worked so hard to keep
the parish going during the pandemic. They are too many to number. If you know you’re one of
them, thank you once again. It’s the opportunity for us to work together as today’s followers of the
resurrected Jesus which is such a blessing now, and also an encouragement for the future.
Thank you to all who have read and responded to the letter (attached to my Saturday email) about
parish finances and the appeal from me and your churchwardens for an additional gift to help us
through this really challenging year. Some have said they want to make a gift as an expression of
thanks for having survived Covid.
Several of you have asked when my last Sunday in the parish will be: 15 August at St Matthew’s and
22 August at St Paul’s. Meanwhile I’m very much here and working hard to help guide the parish
into a new future, which we believe and trust God is showing us and will bless us with.
With my continuing prayers and every good wish,

Sunday services: May Bible readings
2 May
9 May
16 May
23 May
30 May

Acts 8: 26–40; 1 John 4: 7–21; John 15: 1–8 [p. 546]
Isaiah 55: 1–11 [p. 523]; Acts 10: 44–48; John 15: 9–17 [p. 549]
Daniel 7: 9–14; Acts 1: 1–11; Luke 24: 44–53 [p. 553]
Ezekiel 37: 1–14; Acts 2: 1–21; John 15: 26–27; 16: 4b–15 [p. 561]
Isaiah 6: 1–8; Romans 8: 12–17; John 3: 1–17 [p. 565]
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Family feedback
We welcome those who have
worshipped with us for the first
time in recent weeks, and hope
that you may feel comfortable and
encouraged to come in person
as safety, circumstances and
numbers allow.
We wish John and Susan Simpson
well on their five-year sailing

trip, which can be followed at
http://blog.mailasail.com/casamar
a.

Mounsey, Chris Pile, Jane Seal,
Steph, Brett Tribe, Patricia Watts,
Vera Willnecker and David Wilson.

We pray for all who are unwell:
Caroline Behan, William
Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Bob and
Elizabeth Harland, Julia Jones,
Lauren (age 9), Margaret
McAllister, Kate Morgan, Tom

We offer our love, sympathy
and prayers to close family and
friends of those who have died
recently, including David Lewis and
Paul Rolph.

Notices
Worship in church Our booking system is managed
so as to include everyone who wants to attend
as often as they would like to, as far as the
restricted numbers allow. For St Paul’s 9.30
Eucharist please contact Maggie Brecknell (856552,
brecknell1@uwclub.net), for St Matthew’s 11.15
Linda Russell-Smith (853584) and for the 2.30
family service Mary Copping (07921 886016,
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org). The 9.30 will be
live-streamed each week. At St Matthew’s, the
Wednesday 11 am BCP Holy Communion restarted
on 28 April.
Revision of electoral roll As an ecclesiastical
parish, each year we are required to renew or
revise the electoral roll. We carried out the renewal
in 2019, so this year only a revision is necessary.
The electoral roll is officially a list of people who
are entitled to attend the annual parochial church
meetings and to take part in their proceedings,
but unofficially it is a list of people who consider
themselves to be members of our church family.
Those who are already on the roll need do nothing.
If you are not on it and are new to the church
or parish, then you can obtain a form either by
contacting Alison Collins (ajcero@btinternet.com,
863739) or by downloading it at
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/.
Application deadline Tues 11 May. Once the
revision has been completed, the roll (names only)
will be on display at both St Matthew’s and St
Paul’s and available for inspection at the Parish
Office for the two weeks before the Annual
Meetings on Wed 26 May.
The joy of prayer A stand-alone Zoom workshop
for anyone who’d like to broaden their experience
of prayer, led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan
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Spirituality Adviser: Tues 18 May, 8–9 pm, ‘Colours
and Doodles’ (experimenting with the use of colour
in reflection and prayer, and Bible-doodling). Book
via wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org.
Winchester Chamber Music Festival comes to St
Paul’s, 4–6 June We’re delighted that this longestablished festival has chosen the renewed St
Paul’s as its venue for 2021. The London Bridge Trio
and guests will be playing well-known pieces by
Beethoven, Brahms, Dvořák and Fauré as well
as contemporary music. Order tickets at
www.winchesterchambermusic.com from £10 per
household for an online performance (released 18–
20 June) and £18 per ‘in person’ concert ticket.
Volunteer for Winchester Fairtrade
Network The Fairtrade Network is
about decent working conditions,
local sustainability, fair terms for
farmers and workers, encouraging
education and partnerships, and
diversifying to adapt to climate
change. It is seeking volunteers to help renew
Winchester’s Fairtrade City status and widen it
to include the whole district. Ways to support it
include helping update a directory of shops and
businesses that supply and support Fairtrade. Get
in touch via contact@winchesterfairtrade.org.uk.
Nightshelter With lockdown slowly easing, the
Nightshelter is again happy to receive donations
of their most-needed items, which should be
delivered direct to Jewry Street: anti-bac wipes,
toilet rolls, blankets, sleeping bags, long-life
semi-skimmed milk, fresh vegetables and fruit,
bacon, sausages.

Christian Aid Week, 10–16 May
‘Hear the cry of the people who sow in hope for rain, but reap only despair.’
Our parish has been a
strong supporter of
Christian Aid for many
years, with regular
collections at key services
and organised activities
such as murder mysteries
put on to raise money.
Through house-to-house
collections during
Christian Aid Week, we
have managed to raise
over £4,000 annually –
contributing around a fifth
of all the money collected
in Winchester and District.
And each year we have
learned about particular
communities in need, supporting especially
Christian Aid’s policy of working in partnership with
local groups, encouraging self-reliance including,
and especially for, women and girls.
The pandemic has been really bad news for people
in the developing world, already suffering
disproportionately from the effects of climate
change. Not only have their problems become
worse; Christian Aid and other charities have
become less able to help as fund-raising activities
have been seriously curtailed – and in many cases
abandoned – under lockdown. In last year’s
Christian Aid Week there was little we could do
other than encourage people to give online.
This year we plan to do more. We are hoping to get
the message out to all the households in the parish
with an envelope which they will be encouraged to
return to St Paul’s or a nearby home, to give
directly by phone on 020 7523 2269 or online at
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/keyappeals/christian-aid-week. If you’d like to be
involved in delivering (just delivering, not
collecting) Christian Aid envelopes between
10 and 16 May, please contact Katy Palacio,
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org, 844878. Our team of
collectors have done a wonderful job for years, but
we need more people to cover every street – and
it’s a much less scary task this time as you don’t
have to go back to ask for the envelope!
There will also be an opportunity to give at our
church services on 9 and 16 May, when we will be
praying particularly for the work.
What are the needs we are hoping to meet this
year? More and more we see the effects of climate
change as the major issue – one that needs to be
addressed here, by us, not just by our political
leaders or in the developing world.

Rose Katanu Jonathan in the dry land caused by
extreme drought in Dili Village, Kitui
But it is in the developing world that the impact is
greatest. In Kenya, extreme weather is making it
harder and harder to survive. For communities
fighting the climate crisis, every last drop matters.
Families urgently need to access a reliable source
of water. As we described last year, every day
Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her
grandchildren. She tries hard to give them the kind
of life she remembers from when she was a girl:
when the rivers flowed with water and the crops
bore fruit. A simple earth dam, built with the help
of Christian Aid’s partners and our donations, could
completely change her life. This Christian Aid Week,
we and hundreds of thousands of other Christian
Aid supporters can give, act and pray to stop this
climate crisis driving people like Rose to hunger.
You may like to use this prayer during Christian Aid
Week:
Great God,
who makes the sun to rise and opens the heavens,
hear the cry of the people
who sow in hope for rain, but reap only despair.
Hear the cry of the people
seeking shelter from the storm,
their hopes and homes submerged.
Hear the cry of the people
when creation is hitting back
with rage and resistance.
Give us hope, grant us salvation.
Give us a new relationship with creation
with reverence to tend this gift from you,
and say once again of the earth and all you created:
it is GOOD.
Christian Aid Week Team
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Crafting our new Resurrection Cross
There will soon be an illuminated Resurrection Cross over the
doorway to the newly created Resurrection Chapel. This was designed
by Bishop John Dennis, a much-loved member of our congregation for
many years. It’s unusual in that the Christ figure is cut out of the cross
shape. Although Jesus died, he is not there – he is risen – and the glow
of the internal gold leaf symbolises his glorification in heaven.

St Paul’s old doors, ready for repurposing

Image of Christ figure in base board used
during machining

Above: raw timber joined
Below: surface of the oak during processing

Mark Pyke cutting lap joint on cross, with
template and test pieces in the background
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Faith development
A time to lament?
I’ve never thought much about lamenting before.
Yes, I know there’s a whole book in the Bible
lamenting a disaster in ancient Jerusalem but it’s
never been a ‘go to’ book in my world, even in my
darker times. However, recently, and increasingly,
I’ve heard people speak about lamenting, and I’m
beginning to understand why it might be so very
relevant for us in these present times.
In this ‘year of Covid-19’ no-one has been
untouched. Without doubt I’m amongst the very
fortunate: I haven’t been ill; no-one close has died,
been seriously ill or got ’long Covid’ blighting their
life; I no longer have a job to lose or fear losing, and
I don’t have to worry that I might lose my house
and become homeless. And yet, I am far from
untouched or unaffected. Along with everyone
else, I’ve been deprived of contact with family
members including children and grandchildren,
learned to avoid others wherever possible, shield
my face and forgo hugs, kisses, embraces or even
simple handshakes. I feel less connected, even less
human, as a result.

Deprived of contact
with family members ... I feel
less connected, even less human
For those who have been seriously affected, and
especially those who have had loved ones die,
unable to be with them and comfort them in their
final hours in this world, the impact has been, and
continues to be, devastating. How then are they,
and indeed all of us, to react? Dylan Thomas speaks
of ‘Rage, rage against the dying of the light’. But
justified and natural as that may be, it’s difficult,
I think, to maintain that rage and I’m not at all
sure that it’s truly healing in the longer term.
At US president Joe Biden’s inauguration Amanda
Gorman, a young black poet, read her poem that
begins,
When day comes, we ask ourselves
where we can find light
in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry, a sea we must wade.
We’ve braved the belly of the beast.
We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace.

So, then, what are we to do? Rely on a putting on a
brave face, keeping a stiff upper lip? No one has
ever convinced me that these bring healing, either.

Lamentation is basic, raw and honest:
an outcry from the heart.
But as believers we can join a long tradition and
lament – though we may need to re-learn how to
do it. Reading the Bible, it’s clear that lamentation
is a long way from our traditional reserve and polite
interactions with God. It seems to be much more
basic, raw and honest: an outcry from the heart.
There can be anger and confrontation with God,
tough questions for him, demands made, pleas for
help and reminding God of his promises to us.
There is much of this in the psalms: ‘Why, O Lord,
do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in
times of trouble?’ (Psalm 10: 1); and perhaps the
best-known of all laments, which Jesus cried out
from the cross: ‘My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?’ (Psalm 22: 1).
In a recent sermon, Revd Paul Bradish
(Kingsworthy) explored four steps of lamentation:
1 Return to the source of pain (maybe write it
down) and turn back to God.
2 React honestly and specifically. Why? Why me?
Why now? What would I ask of God?
3 Remember who God is: let his word shape and
influence events, recalling that he sent Jesus
into our world to be all that we ever need or
ever want. I can pour out my heart, plead with
him; ask him to be close to me and comfort me.
4 Rest in God daily; trust in his promises. With
effort and patience we can receive peace
in him.
Lamentation is not a search for answers or
someone to blame; it is not a demand for God to fix
things for us. But it is a heartfelt outcry, a frank and
honest plea for God to hear us. Then we can seek
to be in his presence and be comforted by him.
Where is God in this mess, this pestilence, this
affliction? He is alongside us and we can call on him
in our distress, asking him to show us his love and
bring us his healing.
Michael Joseph
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Eco Church
We all have a role to play in protecting God’s creation
I have recently watched the DVD of Pope Francis –
A Man of his Word, a pre-Covid (2018)
documentary which you may have seen on Netflix.
If not, you are welcome to borrow my copy. He
travels the globe to see for himself the shocking
problems that have beset the world and to meet
the millions of people whose lives are devastated
by the hand of humankind. The reality of
destruction and the cost to human life are shown
using footage of real-life news scenes of mountainlike heaps of waste, seas swimming in plastic,
villages washed into the sea by tidal waves,
hurricanes scything through communities and
boats packed with refugees panicking as their
vessels overturn in the rough seas.

These green spaces support wildlife as well as
growing food and are a necessary outlet for leisure
and exercise. They are our green lungs. Winchester
city is already highly polluted by traffic and is in
danger of becoming surrounded by these mega
housing estates which destroy wildlife, fell trees
and remove plants that are currently absorbing
pollution. Housing estates and associated traffic
create emissions of carbon and nitrogen dioxide,
both detrimental to our health, increasing
admissions to hospital and early death. Of course,
this is not to say these sites will get planning
permission, but we must be diligent. ‘The greatest
danger to our future is apathy’, says the wellregarded primatologist Jane Goodall.

Pope Francis’ message is clear: greed of those in
Even sites designated as SSSIs (Sites of Special
power has plundered and abused Mother Earth.
Scientific Interest) are no longer safe. The 67 acres
Wealth is not shared
in Hampshire at
equally for the benefit
Portsmouth’s Tipner
of all. He holds up
West peninsula – also
Saint Francis of Assisi
a Special Protection
as an example of how
Area and a globally
we should live more
important wetland
frugally. Of course,
protected under
this message has
UNESCO’s
been getting louder in
intergovernmental
the past few decades.
Ramsar Convention –
One thing that came
are under threat. The
across strongly was
proposal is for 4,000
the adulation in which
houses and a massive
the pope is held by
land-reclamation
millions of those
scheme. According to
without power in the
Hampshire Wildlife
most deprived parts
Trust, ‘This would
Tipner mudflats: a climate-change-fighting, human-wasteof the world. He
decimate Portsmouth
water-filtering, fish-nursing, bird-feeding powerhouse;
does have influence.
harbour’s last
photo © Steve Trewellha/HIWWT
I want him to
remaining green oasis:
suggest some
an intertidal mudflat home to rare species like
practical solutions.
Brent geese, black-tailed godwit and dunlin. It is
also a haven for juvenile bass and is a habitat that
Much nearer to home is the threat of housing
helps fight climate change by capturing and storing
development in our green fields. Developers
carbon dioxide.’
have been putting forward, to Winchester City
Council, potential land for building while the
What has happened to the government’s stated
Local Plan 2018–2038 (Emerging) is being
mission to protect wildlife and work for climate
formed. Some proposed sites are massive, such
change? I see it as our duty to protect God’s
as Royaldown with 5,000 houses (compare that
creation by writing letters to our local councillors,
to the 2,000 homes for Barton Farm), as well as
MP and the newspapers; by signing petitions; by
South Winchester Golf Club with 1,000+ houses.
considering joining peaceful demonstrations; and
Where next? And will they be affordable, or just
by using other lawful means. It is so easy to sit back
for those whose income is well above the
and leave it up to others. We all have a role to play,
average wage?
however small. We owe it to our children.
Norma Goodwin
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Eco Church
Confessions of a food waste campaigner
Reflecting on a week-long campaign as part of the
inaugural #FoodWasteActionWeek at the beginning
of March, I am amazed at how easy it should be
to reduce food waste, especially in the home. It
sounds simple enough – measure portions, freeze
leftovers, batch cook, and the most obvious is to
plan your meals so you buy only what you need.
This is the advice that I heartily promoted as part of
Incredible Edible Winchester’s campaign. So I am
really embarrassed to have to confess that I am the
worst when it comes to meal planning, and I rarely
take a list when I go shopping.
But does that mean I waste lots of food? No, I
don’t. What it does mean is that for the couple of
days before I do my big shop, I simply eat what I
have in the fridge and freezer, like a supper meze.
Yes, I sometimes have weird combinations or end
up eating variations of chilli for three days (because
I also forgot to freeze it in smaller portions), but
that works for me. Meal planning isn’t the only way
to reduce food waste.
So, now I’ve made my confession, why am I still so
passionate that food waste is taken seriously when
it comes to climate change? Food production,
when you consider the farming, transport,
processing, etc., equates to 26% of all CO2
(equivalent) emissions and uses 50% of the
world’s habitable land (source:
https://ourworldindata.org/environmentalimpacts-of-food), yet almost 30% of food produced
is not eaten. There are a variety of reasons, but I
am going to focus on the bit that we can all change:
food waste in the home. The average UK family
throws away £60 of edible food a month (source:
https://wrap.org.uk/sites/default/files/202011/Food-surplus-and-waste-in-the-UK-key-factsJan-2020.pdf), and on a worldwide scale foodwaste emissions equate to three times those
from aviation.
Most of you reading this may be thinking, well, I’m
really careful, I don’t throw away that much food.
So I challenge you to really look at what you do
throw away. And do you throw it in the black bin,
or are you able to compost it? Could some of the
things you throw away actually be eaten? Do you
‘complEAT’, i.e. do you peel veg, or do you just give
them a good wash and eat the skin? Think of all the
time you’d save and all that extra fibre you’d
consume if you didn’t peel potatoes, carrots and
parsnips, or if you used those broccoli stalks for
soup. I’d never heard of ‘complEAT’ before the
#LoveFoodHateWaste campaign; I just thought
I was a time-effective cook (aka lazy 😊).
Now I’m on my soapbox, we need to change how
we talk about food waste: we need to separate

edible from non-edible. ‘Non-edible food’ is those
bits that we truly can’t eat, and we should look at
effective ways to compost them. But edible food
should never be called food waste. If we could
reduce this waste, the United Nations estimates
there would be enough food for 2 million people.
We all sometimes buy too much, plans change or
our garden/allotment produces a glut. I would
implore you to consider ways to share that surplus
with your friends, neighbours or community food
hubs. Incredible Edible Winchester is helping
promote food sharing apps such as OLIO,
neighbourly or TooGoodtoGo for people to share
surplus food, and the Winchester Food Partnership
has created a #shareoursurplus directory.

Fruits of Fulflood uses surplus fruit and veg from
local gardens and allotments to make preserves
Some of you may say that sharing a few surplus
apples from your tree isn’t going to fix climate
change, and I’m not saying it will. But changing the
way we think will. Food is relatively inexpensive,
and we can forget that sometimes wasting the
cheapest things has the biggest environmental
impact. Rethinking food and its value will
contribute to larger behavioural change and will
help people take more difficult decisions, for
example reducing the amount of meat and dairy,
which does have a significant impact on climate
change. But I’ll leave sustainable food choices for
another day.
I hope I’ve given you some ‘food for thought’ and
you’ll accept the challenges of looking at what food
goes in your bin and rethinking the necessity to
peel everything.
If you’d like to find out more, there are lots of
local groups working together. Incredible Edible
Winchester, Winchester Food Partnership, LEAF
Alresford and Smart Living Hampshire are all
looking for people to join them to celebrate and
promote ways we can reduce our environmental
footprint and help spread the message about
the impact food has when it comes to the
climate emergency.
Sam Watts, Chair of WinACC’s Food Action Group
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Easter flowers
at St Matthew’s

Easter gardens

New St Paul’s
Hall flooring and
redecoration

Alice helping at
St Matthew’s
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Family service
at St Paul’s

Tom & Lilly’s
Easter egg hunt

Flowers in remembrance
of Jean Gardner
Imogen and Yoosun at
bishop’s palace, Wells

Thank you card for
Western Church School
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Beyond Ourselves
Supporting refugee children
As a parish we support Churches Together in
Winchester’s nominated refugee charities, and
Firefly International is one of them.
Firefly supports locally led projects in conflict and
post-conflict regions that create safe, supportive
and inclusive spaces for young people to learn,
thrive and grow. Many young refugees are in great
need of educational and psycho-social support.
Their childhoods have been harshly disrupted and
severely traumatised by brutal wars. Some lose
hope of improving their futures through education
and disengage from it as a result. Displaced in a
foreign country and living in precarious conditions,
many miss any sort of formal education after
leaving home and work in subsistence jobs forced
by necessity – helping their families to pay for
food, accommodation and energy – for instance
by sorting rubbish or selling merchandise on
the streets.

Social interaction is encouraged as a powerful
remedy to help children who appear to be affected
by post-traumatic stress disorders or distress
related to their experiences and/or present
circumstances. The entertainment component of
the programme is key to generating interest and
has been very successful in this, as the centre has
already enrolled more refugee children than
initially planned.
Over the border in northern Syria, Firefly has
prioritised keeping open a school in Khirbet al-Jouz
refugee camp for 132 teenage girls. There is often
pressure on female students to leave school and
marry young. But child marriage keeps girls from
realising their potential, depriving them of their
fundamental rights to health, education and
safety. They face huge challenges and often
feel disempowered.
I dropped out after grade six, and I suffered a lot
because I did not continue my education. They used
to tell us that this is enough, and that a girl only
needs to learn how to read and write. This affected
me a lot; I regret not finishing my education.
– Zaina, a young Syrian mother
Firefly’s partners have worked incredibly hard in
the face of Covid-19, adapting their programmes so
they can continue to offer safe space and activities
to young people affected by war. Over 2,000
lessons have been uploaded to the Firefly for
Syrians YouTube learning channel – a lifeline to
refugee children in total lockdown. In Bosnia,
online programmes have been implemented for
the first time and have gone really well.

In Antakya, Turkey, Firefly supports a youth centre
providing education and psycho-social support
to thousands of Syrian refugee children a year
(pictured above, pre-pandemic). The programme
combines effective learning and intellectual skills
training with recreational activities that help the
children reintegrate into formal education. All
personnel at the centre are recruited from and
by the local refugee community. Back into work,
self-sufficient financially and directly involved in
improving the life prospects of their own children,
these refugees have proved to be the most
committed and determined personnel available.
Courses include English, Arabic, Maths, Basic
Engineering, Science and Handcrafts. All are
delivered through small classes and personalised to
the specific needs of the participants. Some pupils
choose to study before or after going to work. The
programme is designed to address vulnerability
and equality issues and includes special classes for
children who need additional learning support.
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Preparing
resource packs
to support
online learning
during the
pandemic

If you would like to support Firefly, you can send
specified donations via the Parish Office or
give online (5% fee deducted) at
https://www.justgiving.com/FireflyInternational.
Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee
Information from https://fireflyinternational.org/
For further details about the charities we support,
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/.

Trinity Winchester
Big Sleep Out
This is one of the charities the parish supports.
If you would like to take part in the fund-raising
event, run ‘virtually’ this year, please register at
https://trinitywinchester.org.uk/bigsleepout/.

We’re grateful to all who
send in photographs; this
month they are by Gerd
Altman/Pixabay, Ali
Collins, Mary Copping,
Adam Finch/Christian Aid,
Thomas Godby, Ellen
Hedstrom, Yoosun Hur,
Mel Knowles, Ursula
Payne, Sophie Pyke and
Vicki Tibbitts.
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Children’s and youth work update
Easter We had a lovely Good Friday family service
Zoom, when lots of families got involved in reading
and taking part in the drama Sandra Lewis had
written. We were pleased to have the Blunt family
playing ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’, Vicki
Tibbitts playing ‘I danced in the morning’ and
Mollie Stannard singing ‘Were you there when they
crucified my Lord’ so beautifully and poignantly.
Thank you so much to all who took part, making
this an engaging and moving service. It was filmed,
so if anyone would like me to send them a copy,
just for their personal viewing, please do let
me know.

Family services We were so pleased to be back
in church for the family service on 18 April, when
we talked about Jesus appearing to his disciples.
The children coloured in figures of Jesus and his
disciples, now on the noticeboards in St Paul’s, and
they wrote their own prayers to read out before
we ended with the Lord’s Prayer. Many thanks to
Sandra Lewis for writing dramas for all the family
services to enable the children (and adults) to take
part. It’s been great to see all the families joining
Sandra, Liz and me for the Zoom services. We’ve
had a lot of fun and valued seeing each other on
screen – but even better to see one another face
to face again.

Children’s online services We had a special
filmed children’s service for Easter Day and at the
beginning I was able to film beside the Easter
Garden that Frances Birkett and I had put together,
with flower contributions from many of you. David,
Susie and Lizzie Blunt played ‘Jesus Christ is risen
today’; the Tibbitts did the story for us with Lego
people; and the Richardsons led the prayers. Olli
Wilson-Smith also played a couple of songs on
his guitar. We have continued to provide these
services every Sunday, with the theme based on
the gospel reading for the day. They are popular
with children and adults, and we will continue for
the foreseeable future, even now we’re back in
church. Charlotte (my granddaughter) continues
to film a craft activity each week, even though she
is at school and very busy – thank you so much,
Charlotte! Grateful thanks to Olli for putting the
films together so wonderfully each week.

Zoom meetings Olli and I continue to have Zoom
meetings with the older young people at St Paul’s.
We were sorry to say goodbye to the Richardson
family at Easter but wish them well in their new
jobs and new schools in Jersey.
We are so glad to be able to meet once more in our
beautiful, refurbished church of St Paul’s. We will
continue the family services in church and are
consulting again with parents about if/when they
would feel comfortable bringing their children back
to the 9.30 Eucharist. Meanwhile, I enjoy keeping in
touch with children and families in many different
ways. Please do ring me if you ever want to chat.
Mary Copping, 07921 886016
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
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BEAUTY
CHRISTIAN AID
COMPASSION
CREATION
ENVIRONMENT
EQUAL
FAIRTRADE
FORGIVE
FRIENDSHIP
FREE
FUN
GIVE
GRATEFUL
HEALING
HOPE
JOY
JUSTICE

KINDNESS
KINGDOM
LAMENT
LIFE
LOVE
MISSION
NEIGHBOUR
PEACE
PRAYER
RESURRECTION
RISEN
SAFETY
SMILE
THANKFUL
VALUE
WAY
WILDLIFE

From our elected representatives
Help for the creative industries
We have, in recent weeks, announced details of
almost 3,000 organisations being offered grants
and loans to help the culture and heritage sector
re-open and recover from Covid. As a member
of the Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Select
Committee, I have taken a close interest in the
Culture Recovery Fund (worth some £1.57bn of
public money); but as a constituency MP, I’ve
watched it like a hawk!
Last month, in tranche two of the fund, some
£1.8m in further grants was awarded to our area,
including Winchester Cathedral, Theatre Royal,
Mid Hants Railway ‘Watercress Line’, Integr8
Dance, Unit 12 in Winnall and, here in Fulflood,
the Railway Inn. Working with the Live Music Trust
I have taken a special interest in this one because
these grassroots music venues are the very heart of
our world-beating music industry.

I realise that for some it may sound trivial to spend
such vast sums of money on theatres and ‘fun’,
but we have taken the view from the start that
we must have a strong society to return to postpandemic. And, moreover, tens of thousands of
freelancers rely on the creative industries for a
living, so it matters deeply on that score and I am
proud we’ve stood with the sector.
Secondly, I have been speaking in parliament
recently about the importance of science centres
in educating school children in the so-called STEM
subjects: science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (as well as speaking in the key vote
to put the ‘roadmap’ out of Covid into law; both
speeches can be viewed on www.stevebrine.com).

We are fortunate to have Winchester Science
Centre locally. Since 1986 it has been focusing on
educating 5–12-year-olds, and in the past year it
gave almost 4,000 children the opportunity to do
informal science activities. The centre plans to reopen on Saturday 22 May and I hope their main
customer base – organised schools trips – will
flock back, trusting they can do so safely. The
‘science saviour’ of the next pandemic may just
be among them.
Finally, if you need a spiritual lift in difficult times,
here’s a story of hope over fear and the power of
prayer. During Lockdown 2.0, some very good
friends of Susie’s and mine suffered a hammer
blow. Andy’s agricultural accident at work left
him clinging to life, and his injuries were so severe
we prepared for the worst. However, his wife
Helen and their friends at Hope Church formed a
prayer circle, and what happened next was truly
remarkable. Watch their amazing 7-minute film
which tells the story by searching ‘Andy Kittow
hope story’ via Google; but be warned, it may make
you cry. As Andy says, ‘I was seriously injured. God
was in this, with me, big time.’
Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 8 April

As is our usual practice, we’re not publishing a
contribution from the St Paul’s ward councillors
during an election month.

You are warmly invited
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from
our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to Ursula
Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.
(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.)
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Classifieds

A McKerrell
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Domestic installer
PAT testing
No job too small. No call out fee.
aimsekai@gmail.com
07902 497728
General maintenance, handyman, painting and
decorating services also offered
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING
WINCHESTER
Flat roof specialists

THE LOG CABIN
FOR HIRE

Ring Harry
01962 860487, 07795 935202

Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired

Free estimates

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group
Ideal for children’s parties
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities
Fantastic large garden
To find out more and book go to
www.11thwinchester.org.uk

Blackwell & Moody
MADE-TO-MEASURE
SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
WITH A LOCAL SERVICE
For a FREE, no-obligation home
consultation, call Mike on
01962 710807 or e-mail
hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk
For more information: 160 Stockbridge
Road, Winchester SO22 6RN

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk

Monumental and general masons
Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road
Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476,
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net
Suppliers of new memorials • Existing
memorials renovated • Building restoration •
House signs and numbers • All stonework •
Professional advice
www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office,
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
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BLB private car hire
Airport, docks and longdistance transfers in
safety and luxury

Garden design
and construction

Will Ridpath
Over 20 years of creating
gardens to suit your needs

blbcarhire@gmail.com
07775 893146

07803 297563, 01794 514572
will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk
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Richard Steel & Partners
Family owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery
Continuing four generations of personal
family service since 1860
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk
with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at
Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU
We offer a choice of funeral plans

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

18 |

SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH
and the local community
If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ
01962 830880
winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals.
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.
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Contact us
Parish Office, St Paul’s Church
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester
SO22 5AB, 844878
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3

Canon Peter Seal, Rector
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org
854849
M, Tu, W, Th

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest,
children/youth work co-ordinator
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant,
Building for Life project
administrator
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, Tu, Th
Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary
n.schulz@btopenworld.com
810509

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest
revneil@hotmail.co.uk
864910

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden,
St P’s
alexa.heady@gmail.com
841151

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy
officer
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org
855871
Alison Collins, electoral roll
officer
ajcero@btinternet.com
863739
Janet Bird, postal magazine
distribution
881173
(during Covid-19, handled by Katy
Palacio)
Maggie Brecknell, bookings to
attend Sunday services, St P’s
brecknell1@uwclub.net
856552

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Linda Russell-Smith, bookings to
attend Sunday services, St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s, Chair,
Building for Life project
bill@bill-lucas.com
Christopher Seaman, churchwarden,
St P’s
chrseaman@aol.com
849192

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, Website
safety and security officer,
www.stmatthewstpaul.org
St M’s
dwlknsn@hotmail.com
865705

Katy Palacio, parish
administrator, room bookings,
advertising
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, W, F
Ian Rees, organist, St P’s
ianrees212@gmail.com
07824 686147

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer
(children and adults)
dpbray@virginmedia.com
07786 837535
Jan Walley, parish visiting
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org
808441
Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk
624259
Linda Russell-Smith, flower
team co-ordinator,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584
Roberta Brockman, Acting
Chair, Friends of St Matthew
with St Paul
roberta@fabrock.plus.com
853088
Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Preschool supervisor
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolw
inchester.co.uk
07879 645600
All gifts gratefully received
Cheques payable to St
Matthew’s PCC
Sort code 55-81-26
Account 73264024

The marvellous vision of the peaceable Kingdom,
in which all violence has been overcome
and all men, women and children live in loving unity with nature,
calls for its realisation in our day-to-day lives.
Henri Nouwen

