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New Resurrection Cross at St Paul’s 
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God of ancient calm 

God of azure sky and broad horizon, 
God of sandy creek and shady gum, 

God of weathered, broody, silent ranges, 
God of quiet, evening billabong. 

 
God of searing heat and drought-dry dust bowls, 

God of lightning strike and raging fire, 
God of fearful, howling, tearing cyclone, 

God of swirling, muddy, inland flood. 
 

God of ancient calm, let your peace still us, 
God of fearful storm, fill us with awe, 

God of lonely plains, touch empty spaces within us 
where we are vulnerable enough to meet you. 

 
Amen. 

Adapted from a prayer used in the Uniting Church of Australia 

Cover: The new Resurrection Cross over the doorway to the newly 
created Resurrection Chapel. This was designed by Bishop John 
Dennis, a much-loved member of our congregation for many years. 
It’s unusual in that the Christ figure is cut out of the cross shape. 
Although Jesus died, he is not there – he is risen – and the glow of 
the internal gold leaf symbolises his glorification in heaven. 
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Letter from the rector 

 
Booking for services 
St Paul’s: Maggie Brecknell, 856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net; St Matthew’s: Linda Russell-Smith, 853584 
 
 

 Sunday services: June Bible readings 
6 June 
13 June 
20 June 
27 June 

Genesis 3: 8–15; Mark 3: 20–35 [p. 593] 
Ezekiel 17: 22–24; 2 Corinthians 5: 6–10, 14–17; Mark 4: 26–34 [p. 598] 
Job 38: 1–11; 2 Corinthians 6: 1–13; Mark 4: 35–41 [p. 606] 
Lamentations 3: 22–33; 2 Corinthians 8: 7–15; Mark 5: 21–43 [p. 612] 

Dear friends, 

I can’t quite believe it’s June already. The year is just flying by. I hope you are keeping well and that 
the easing of lockdown is bringing you some welcome freedom and the recapturing of things you 
hold dear. 

As I think of the extraordinary success of the vaccine programme I keep finding myself being 
thankful. When things are challenging, I try deliberately to be thankful for all that is going well. 

In recent weeks it’s been a real thrill to feel at last that we can begin to use St Paul’s in ways we 
have long imagined and worked for together. The sight of coffee being served from the new kitchen 
is truly a delight. Hospitality is one of our parish hallmarks and central to our plans to welcome 
people warmly to the St Paul’s site. At St Matthew’s the hospitality cupboard is ready and waiting 
for the right moment to swing into action; the restricted space makes social distancing more 
difficult. I feel sure that as a parish our churches are well equipped to offer mission and ministry 
that are welcoming and generous. 

You may have picked up that the Diocese of Winchester is going through a tough time. Suffice it to 
say that the best thing we can do, alongside praying for our bishops, is to concentrate on those 
things, however small, that we can achieve locally. It’s amazing how lots of little acts of kindness, 
for example, quickly add up and result in something we had never imagined possible. 

I’m very conscious that I will be here as your rector for less than three months. With you, I want to 
make the most of this time. I have two things in mind. 

First, to acknowledge the quite wonderful number of volunteers who make the life of our church 
communities possible – thank you. At the same time, we have many volunteer vacancies. You  
will read about them in the weekly welcome sheet and in my Saturday email. The strong and 
sustainable future of our parish depends in large part on you and the generous way you can give  
of your time and skills. If this feels like a challenge, I hope it leads to action! 

Secondly, I have in mind what I call ‘farewell conversations’. Many of these may happen naturally  
as increasingly we are able to meet and chat. If you would value a longer opportunity I would be 
delighted to arrange to meet up and chat about whatever might be helpful. The new gallery 
meeting room is the most wonderful, conducive place. 

It goes almost without saying that the crucial thing that binds us together is our faith. My deepest 
hope is that over the past two decades you have sensed God’s Holy Spirit at work in your life, above 
all knowing that you are loved beyond your imagining, with a unique purpose in this world. I often 
use the words ‘friends in Christ’, and that is what we are. This is something that is a most precious 
gift, which nothing can take away, and it endures for ever. 

With every good wish and my prayers, 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come in person  
as safety, circumstances and 
numbers allow. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, William 
Buncombe, Vera Edwards, Bob and 
Elizabeth Harland, Julia Jones, Kate 
Morgan, Tom Mounsey, Jane Seal, 
Steph, Brett Tribe, Patricia Watts, 
Janice Williams and David Wilson.

We offer our love, sympathy  
and prayers to close family and 
friends of those who have died 
recently, including Chris Pile and 
Daphne Robinson. 

 
 

 

 
30 Days Wild  A nationwide nature challenge by 
the Wildlife Trusts to do one ‘wild thing’ a day 
throughout the month of June – that’s 30 simple, 
fun and exciting Random Acts of Wildness. If you 
sign up at https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-
wild-2021-sign-your-pack, you’ll get a free pack of 
goodies including stickers and wildflower seeds, 
plus lots of ideas to inspire you throughout June 
(and beyond!) in caring for God’s creation. 
 
Winchester Chamber Music Festival comes to St 
Paul’s, 4–6 June  We’re delighted that this long-
established and vibrant festival has chosen the 
renewed St Paul’s as its venue for 2021. The 
London Bridge Trio and guests will be playing  
well-known pieces by Beethoven, Brahms,  
Dvořák and Fauré as well as contemporary music.  
You can order a ticket for an online performance at 
www.winchesterchambermusic.com, from £10 per 
household (released 18–20 June). 
 
World Environment Day, 5 June  This year’s theme 
for the international day of environmental 
awareness and action is ‘Restoring our Ecosystems’. 
It will also mark the formal launch of the UN 
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021–2030. See 
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/ for 
further details. 
 
The joy of prayer  A stand-alone Zoom workshop 
for anyone who’d like to broaden their experience 
of prayer, led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan 
Spirituality Adviser: Tues 15 June, 8–9 pm,  
‘Prayer Walking’ (a chance to think about the 
places and spaces we inhabit, and to intercede 
creatively for those we live amongst). Book via 
wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org. 
 
Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust 
would be delighted to welcome you to their AGM, 
which is being live-streamed from Winchester 
Cathedral on Tues 22 June, 7 pm (viewers won’t be 
visible or expected to participate, but they can 
watch the event from their homes as it happens). 

This is a rare and wonderful opportunity for HIHCT 
to show you what they do through Ride + Stride 
fund-raising, how they hand out that funding, the 
churches that have benefited from their grants 
(which both St Matthew’s and St Paul’s have)  
and the extra financial benefit to churches that 
participate in Ride + Stride. Here is the link  
for joining the live-stream: 
https://youtu.be/outK6f3koG4. 
 
Flowers – an 
opportunity  There 
are three people 
currently providing 
St Paul’s weekly 
arrangement and 
we’d love additional 
volunteers to join 
the rota. (We need 
you!) Experience 
isn’t necessary – we 
can help you learn, 
and it can be as simple as a vase of flowers. The 
church is open seven days a week, so you can 
refresh the flowers when it suits you. Contact 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk, or leave a message at 
the Parish Office, 844878. 
 
Nightshelter  The Nightshelter is happy to receive 
donations of their most-needed items, which 
should be delivered direct to Jewry Street: anti-bac 
wipes, toilet rolls, black bin bags, long-life semi-
skimmed milk, fresh vegetables/fruit, bacon, 
sausages. 

Notices 

Family feedback 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs; 
this month they are by Silvia Brown, Mary 
Copping, Jenny Cuffe, Jan Falkingham, Katy 
Palacio, Ursula Payne, Martin West and 
Pixabay’s flockine and sandid. 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-wild-2021-sign-your-pack
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-wild-2021-sign-your-pack
file:///C:/Users/KatyP/Downloads/www.winchesterchambermusic.com
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://youtu.be/outK6f3koG4
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Beyond Ourselves: Basics Bank 
‘We wouldn’t be able to function without you’ 

Winchester Basics Bank is hugely grateful for the 
support it receives from our parish. For 2021 it has 
asked churches to stagger their donations so it 
doesn’t receive an over-supply at harvest time and 
too little the rest of the year. Our month is June, 
and we have placed crates at the back of St 
Matthew’s and St Paul’s so people can bring 
donations; both churches are open every day.  
Let’s see if we can fill them to overflowing! 

Winchester Basics Bank opened in January 2004. 
Our purpose is to provide emergency food and 
clothing for people who are facing difficulty 
following an unexpected event in their lives.  

We’re a Christian charity founded by local 
churches, supported by schools, caring 
organisations and individuals, together with local 
supermarkets and Winchester City Council. Our 
operation is heavily dependent on the hard work of 
our volunteers. They collect, sort and deliver for us 
twice a week. 

Clients are referred to us by agents that include  
the City Council, Citizens Advice Bureau, housing 
associations, local caring charities such as the 
Trinity Centre and local churches. The clients 
receive a week’s supply of food at a time. We also 
provide food during holiday periods to families with 
children who normally get free school meals. 

We regularly provide emergency food for about 
400 people a week. During the peak of the 
pandemic in 2020 this figure rose to over 600.  

We are most grateful to the churches for their 
annual food collection at harvest time, a source 
and connection that we value greatly. This year we 
started to ask if they might kindly stagger their 
food donations to help us with logistics and 
storage. We also ask church members to use our 
collection points in Sainsbury’s Badger Farm and 

the town centre, Waitrose Stockbridge Road, Tesco 
in Winnall and the Co-op in Alresford. 

Thank you to everyone at St Paul’s and St 
Matthew’s for your continuous practical and 
financial support over the years. We wouldn’t  
be able to function without you. 

Beauman Chong, Trustee of Basics Bank and 
churchwarden of St Lawrence with St Swithun 
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Beyond Ourselves: Beauty for Ashes 
Most asylum seekers leave home without knowing their destination and have no choice 

about the country they claim asylum in; their main aim is to reach a place of safety 

Southampton & Winchester Visitors’ 
Group (SWVG) is one of the charities  
we support as a parish. The information 
is sourced from https://swvg-
refugees.org.uk/, where there is a wealth 
of information about asylum as well as 
details of how to volunteer and donate. 

A brief history  In 2001 Winchester 
Visitors’ Group began working with 
people seeking asylum after the 
government placed 500 people in 10 jails 
across the country; one of these was 
Winchester Prison. The following year 
the policy of detaining asylum seekers in 
prisons was phased out, and instead they 
were accommodated in a number of towns and 
cities, including Southampton. Thus began the 
befriending of individuals and families by trained 
volunteers while they waited for their cases to be 
resolved. Planning and management has always 
mainly been done by groups of volunteers. 

In 2004 it became evident that many the group 
helped were destitute. ASSIST (Asylum Seekers’ 
Support in Southampton) was formed to provide 
weekly financial aid, backed up by a fund-raising 
sub-group making grant applications. In 2004 the 
group achieved charitable status and changed its 
name to SWVG. 

Subsequent landmarks include joining with other 
local organisations in 2008 to launch the Avenue 
Multicultural Centre at St Andrew’s, Southampton, 
where a Friday drop-in is held to provide 
information and act as a meeting place. 2009 saw 
the founding of a Legal Justice Project involving 
engaging an immigration lawyer. 

In 2017, when new laws prevented SWVG from 
renting rooms from private landlords, it leased a 
house to run as a hostel for those who would 
otherwise be homeless. It also started offering one-
to-one English language teaching. In 2019, it 
became a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, 
and in 2020 it opened a new hostel in partnership 
with the Society of St James. 

Services offered  After an initial assessment for 
each newly referred asylum seeker, volunteers 
provide one-to-one befriending. (The visitors are, in 
turn, put into support groups where they can talk 
through problems and share information.) SWVG’s 
English Teaching Group organises individual 
language lessons. For those struggling to find 
accommodation elsewhere, there is a hostel.  
Funds for housing and subsistence are allocated  
at monthly meetings to those who are destitute 

(income for asylum seekers is £37.50 per week), 
and further financial support is provided where 
necessary for legal-related activities.  

On the social side, in normal times SWVG’s 
activities groups organise events such as visits, 
parties or walks, to broaden asylum seekers’ 
experience of life in Britain and break up the 
monotony of their lives. Examples include outings 
to Winchester, walks in the New Forest, theatre 
trips, cycling tuition, yoga classes and allotment 
gardening. In 2019 the SWVG allotment produced 
over 100 kg of fruit and vegetables including a giant 
17 kg pumpkin! 

Beauty for Ashes by Susan Kamara, a refugee 
member of the SWVG family, was part of an 
exhibition called Threads Bearing Witness that also 
featured textiles by renowned artist Alice Kettle, 
who works with migrants to explore themes of 
cultural heritage, displacement and movement. 

Susan learned the traditional crafts of beadwork 
and stitching from her grandmother in Uganda but 
her ambition to become an artist was thwarted 
when persecution forced her to flee the country. 
She says that SWVG supported her during some  
of the darkest moments of her life and helped her 
recover the ability to create. 

Beauty for Ashes shows the stages of entrapment, 
despair and crying out for help. The artist says, ‘It 
describes a transition of my journey from being in 
bondage, seeking help to be set free but not finding 
it. Finding the courage to flee with nothing, torn 
between leaving those that I love so dearly like  
my life and making a decision to set myself free 
through pain, so those I love so dearly could be set 
free. Vibrant busting with colours represents my 
African heritage that always gives me joy and 
courage to go on in spite of all that comes my way.’ 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

https://swvg-refugees.org.uk/
https://swvg-refugees.org.uk/
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Shift happens 
Where do we find the new normal, after Covid? 

What now?  
There is of course 
much talk about 
getting back to 
normal once we 
are through the 
pandemic – but is 
that the reality for 
most of us? And 
what about those 
whose lives have 
suffered profound impact as a result of all that  
has happened? For all of us, there is no going  
back; lives, relationships, employment, education 
and community have all altered in so many ways. 
As Omar Khayyam writes: 

The moving finger writes; and, having writ, 
moves on: nor all your piety nor wit 
shall lure it back to cancel half a line, 
nor all your tears wash out a word of it. 

Easy or hard?  So now is the time to mourn what is 
lost with due reflection; celebrate the positives and 
what we have learned; and then face the future 
and move on. Someone commented to me that 
change is easy but transition is hard. I had to think 
a lot about that before I understood it. Thinking 
through my own experience, I believed this to  
be true. 

Last year, the change to home working was 
relatively easy; one day I was going to the office, 
the next day my front room was the office. The 
shift required in my thinking about all the things 
that had to be done differently was enormous, and 
what made it worse was that I did not do the 
thinking immediately – I just fell into a different 
way of working. 

Pretty quickly, the learning about technology came; 
what came too slowly was the need to manage my 
diary so I had thinking space, time to eat and other 
necessary functions. 

The opportunity presented by not having a four-
hour daily commute was rapidly grasped for a  
lie-in, and then changed as I realised that the 
commute had been my exercise and food-shopping 
opportunity. 

The realisation of the need to schedule time to talk 
to colleagues, rather than wander up to their desk, 
took too long. 

I won’t continue with the exceedingly long list of 
things I needed to think about, but I hope you get 
the picture and can relate to it. 

See-saw   
What helped 
enormously  
in finding a  
way through  
the transition  
I needed to make 
was knowing 
about my purpose 
and values and 
wanting to take 

the opportunity of a different balance. Although  
to talk about balance is not so helpful; to think 
about a see-saw in constant motion between  
two reasonably acceptable levels might be a  
better picture. 

 

To talk about balance is not so helpful; 
to think about a see-saw in constant 
motion ... might be a better picture 

 

I talked to others and realised that I was not 
useless or a failure; I was just dealing with a lot,  
as we all were. Other people had more realistic 
expectations of me, and were being kinder to me, 
than I was to myself. 

Now change is on the horizon with another way  
of working, ministering and interacting, and the 
prospect is daunting. We are already doing so much 
in our restricted bubbles; how can we do more in  
a larger, noisier, more tactile environment? You 
might be thinking, ‘Will I ever be able to cope with 
a room/church full of people again? How can I  
be creative when for the last year I have been  
so reactive?’ 

It’s good to talk  We have all been through a 
stressful year, to say the least, and we face yet 
more interesting times ahead. Remember that you 
need to think carefully, get a perspective on things. 
Don’t make big decisions when you are being 
influenced by small matters. Above all, talk to 
others and find out how they are coping and what 
they are doing to get by. You will find you are not 
alone and you may find some helpful ideas too. 

Whatever the future will hold, whether or not we 
want to run towards it or away from it, we can  
all be certain that shift happens. So if change is 
coming, let’s try to be on our own terms with it. 

Helen Averill 
Church of England Transitions Manager 

https://www.stlukesforclergy.org.uk/2021/05/07
/blog-shift-happens/ 

https://www.stlukesforclergy.org.uk/2021/05/07/blog-shift-happens/
https://www.stlukesforclergy.org.uk/2021/05/07/blog-shift-happens/
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A candle in the window 
Kindling that light in our hearts 

Around our connected world this year is likely to  
be filled with uncertainties wherever we are on  
the planet. It may be the virus, it may be climate 
change; for millions it is definitely increasing 
poverty and suffering. It is often a temptation  
to move our hearts and minds away from these 
realities, but that is not the way ahead. There is a 
different truth at work. 

Each one of us is being asked to be a person of light 
in our own situation. To be that person is not an 
easy task, but it is the task in hand, for we are all 
embedded in the human condition and we share a 
common heartbeat with all our sisters and brothers 
on this beautiful, wounded earth. 

One of the glorious realities about this  
last difficult year was that millions of us 
around the world discovered new and 
deeper levels of God’s compassion within 
us. Was that not wonderful? Across the 
globe, people reached out to one another 
in truly amazing ways. We discovered that 
there is a divine love in us quite different 
from that love so endlessly announced  
to us through celebrity culture. This 
flowering of the ‘compassionate heart’ 
will not cease during 2021. It will grow as 
we face a range of new and disturbing 
challenges. ‘Deep hope’ is possible in  
such times, and in the better places of our 
being we know that this is true. 

Recently a UK journalist wrote that the 
virus has pushed all of us off the feather 
beds of our civilisation. But whatever  
the virus has done to us as a world 
community, it has not destroyed that gift 
which is within us all – the ‘gift of the resurrected 
spirit’. It was that gift which my wife Dorothy and  
I saw time and time again among the poorest 
families when our home was in South India. For 
many families in India all the odds seemed against 
them. To say life was hard each day would be a 
total understatement. Yet they had something 
more than their outward poverty. Much more. 
They had ‘the light within’. The divine light deep 
within the soul. And that light gave them hope. 

We in the affluent countries who, relatively, have 
so much more in terms of outward things (not all  
of us, by any means) are now being awakened  
to discover the ‘inner light’ in ways we never 
imagined. It may be that being immersed in 
powerful uncertainties, as in these times, is 

enabling us to enter our depths with fresh 
awareness. And if we are on that journey,  
the future, whatever it brings, will actually be 
embedded in lasting hope for our turbulent world. 
On that journey we may have to say farewell to 
many familiar markers, but we shall have found,  
as Jesus reminded us long ago, the ‘pearl of great 
price’. This Celtic prayer says it all: 

I am in trust, that in its proper time, the great  
and gracious God will not put out for me the light  
of hope. 

Journeying with Covid-19 
I was delighted that I kept free of the virus in 2020 
but in mid-February I was told I was positive. A  

few days later I became very ill and was 
admitted to hospital. Initially the outlook 
was not great, but I have pulled through 
and am now back home – full of gratitude 
to the amazing NHS, to the Source of Life 
who holds us all each day, to my loving 
and supportive family and to the many 
friends around the world who held me in 
their prayers. The sunshine streaming 
through my windows at home has never 
felt more beautiful and comforting!  

Perhaps in the days ahead I may be  
more able to reflect further about this 
experience. The virus itself raises a huge 
raft of medical, spiritual and social issues 
for the world, and for the people who find 
themselves very sick because of it – this 
invisible force and global destabiliser in 
our midst. My time in hospital has also 
brought home to me yet again the massive 
injustices at the heart of global medical 

care. I know only too well that I may not have 
survived the virus had I not had the back up of  
a superb and equipped hospital.  

As I slowly came back to myself in the hospital,  
a line from a prayer often used in the Iona 
Community came into my head: Lord, give us today 
the essentials of life. As I pondered these words 
lying under my oxygen mask, I thought, right now  
I need only one essential and that is … breath. Just 
to be able to breathe without oxygen would be a 
gift from God. On the day the oxygen mask was 
finally removed, I knew deep within me I had been 
given that gift, and that the One who holds us all 
had restored me to life. 

Extracts from reflections by Peter Millar, 
former warden of Iona Abbey 
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What made you become a priest? 
An article was recently 
published in the Times 
about the Most Reverend 
Stephen Cottrell, 
Archbishop of York. It 
contained a reference to  
a new book written by 
Cottrell during the Covid 
lockdowns, and published 
by Hodder and Stoughton. 

The book derived from a 
question asked by a 
stranger: ‘What made you 

become a priest?’ He replied that his short answer 
was ‘God’, but that sadly he didn’t have time for 
the long answer. Cottrell later decided to write the 
long answer in an open letter – hence the title Dear 
England. I was intrigued, and bought a copy. 

The book is divided into three sections: Finding 
Hope, Taking Heart and Changing the World.  
The third implies an evangelist’s appeal, but I was 
surprised to find that it actually makes a cogent  
and passionate case for the end of self-interest  
and greed, to save life on the planet.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, calls 
Cottrell ‘a superb communicator’ and the book, 
though not short, is an easy read. Cottrell says that 
it is mainly intended for young people who are 
uncertain about their beliefs and seek guidance.  
He invites the reader to suspend disbelief and enter 
a thought-world where God is real, ‘and just see 
what you make of it’. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

Refugee Voices 
Climate change is already bringing about water 
shortages, crop failure and armed conflict, all of 
which cause people to leave their homes and seek 
safety elsewhere. Winchester Action on Climate 
Change’s open meeting on Sat 26 June, 10.30 am–
noon, will be jointly hosted by Southampton & 
Winchester Visitors’ Group. (Both of these charities 
are supported by the parish.) 

The guest speaker will be from NaTakallam, which 
pairs displaced persons and their host communities 
with learners worldwide for online language 
learning. NaTakallam (‘we speak’ in Arabic) is an 
award-winning, woman-founded social enterprise 
that delivers services by vetted and highly skilled 
refugees and displaced persons worldwide. Its 
Conversation Partners receive a much-needed 
income, new marketable skills, purpose and 
regained dignity.  

This sort of session provides insights into the lives 
of refugees and displaced individuals from the 
Middle East, Latin America and Francophone  
Africa. Each one includes engaging conversations  
about a displaced individual’s personal story and 
discussions about real-world issues. 

All are welcome to attend; to register, please email 
events@winacc.org.uk with ‘Refugee Voices’ in the 
subject line. 

 

  

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 
our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to Ursula 

Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  
(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 

Peace prayer 
We bring to God in sorrow the deadly re-eruptions  
of fanatical cycles of killing, hatred and revenge;  
all who are bereaved, families ruptured, destroyed, 
futures devastated; those who may yet suffer or die 
in coming weeks. We pray for peacemakers: their 
vision and determination, that they may find ways to 
influence, cajole, to bridge political divisions, ethnic 
and religious hatreds. Amen. 

Keith Jones 
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Quartet of singers 
at St Paul’s 

After-service 
refreshments 

Eco Church 
wild bank 

St Matthew’s in the sunshine 

Thank you, 
flower team 
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Mark Pyke 
fitting the 

Resurrection 
Cross 

Outdoor sessions 
and gardening at 

Pre-school  

Putting bugs 
on in the 

Family Service 
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Eco Church 
Don’t look now! 

Don’t look now – but there’s a lot of litter around.  
I know, ‘It wasn’t me’ – we have an extra person in 
our household called It Wasn’t Me. But even if it 
wasn’t you, there’s something you can do about it. 

We all know litter is a problem. It looks so bad in 
the hedgerows as you approach our beautiful city; 
it’s in the streets and the parks. And worst of all (to 
me), it’s in the countryside. It spoils God’s creation 
and not only that, it harms God’s creation – the 
flora and fauna as well as all the wonderful 
creatures in our beautiful country. It blights our 
streets, parks and beaches and costs us millions  
of pounds to clear up every year. 

It is estimated that clearing up litter in England 
alone costs the UK taxpayer £1 billion a year. This 
money shouldn’t need to be spent, and is money 
that could be much better spent on other more 
vital public services. Of course, there are indirect 
costs as well: harm to animals, damage to cars, 
drain blockages that cause floods, as well as 
increasing the rat population. The RSPCA estimates 
it receives 1,500 calls every year to animals harmed 
by discarded rubbish. There is the most important 
aspect, too, of affecting mood and well-being. We 
should all be respecting God’s wonderful world and 
drawing inspiration from our beautiful places. 

I am probably preaching to the converted here 
(sorry), but what can you or I do about it? There’s 
lots, and it can be fun! 

You can join various local litter-picker groups: 
Winchester Litter Pickers is an enthusiastic one that 
meets every Monday morning for an hour, outside 
the station. We enjoy ourselves, having a good 
grumble about the litter, and then another good 
grumble over a coffee afterwards. We also litter-
pick in other areas alternate Wednesdays. Visit 
https://thelitterpartnership.org/#get-involved. 
Further initiatives are outlined on this website. 

Another local opportunity is Hampshire 
Countryside Services, which welcomes litter  
pickers as well as volunteers to undertake other 
countryside activities. The areas around Farley 
Mount have been particularly badly hit over the 
past year due to the Covid restrictions.  

There is the Great British Spring Clean organised  
by Keep Britain Tidy, which started on 28 May and 
ends on 13 June, where you can pledge to pick – 
see https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/. The 
countryside charity CPRE (www.cpre.org.uk/get-
involved/) also organises litter-picks as well as 
campaigning on subjects such as single-use plastics 
and a deposit return scheme.  

So that’s the immediate solution, but why should 
we keep picking up people’s litter when it shouldn’t 
be there in the first place? On a personal note I 
would suggest 

 encouraging people to be responsible for the 
area in front of their home, including the road 

 having a Litter Champion for the whole of your 
road/area, with notices (have you seen all the 
notices around the water meadows in Twyford, 
an area that was inundated with litter during 
the first lockdown?) 

 perhaps a national campaign: Take Your Litter 
Home (there already is one called Keep It Bin It, 
but have you heard of it?) 

 asking your local councillor what their policy is 
on litter (I did, and there appeared to be some 
mumblings going on). 

Other suggestions – and this is a much wider issue 
– are encourage recycling, avoid single-plastic use, 
buy products that either aren’t wrapped or have 
recyclable packaging, encourage people who use 
work vans to have a place for their litter so that 
they can take it home with them. I could go on: 
what about our recycling labelling? Why can’t we 
have a deposit return scheme? (And dare I mention 
it: dog-poo bags?) Don’t get me started ... 

Jan Wood 

https://thelitterpartnership.org/%23get-involved
http://www.cpre.org.uk/get-involved/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/get-involved/
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
Back in church!  During the pandemic I’ve enjoyed 
engaging with children and families via Zoom family 
services and meetings, filmed online children’s 
services, occasional services in the church and 
meadow, phone calls, text messages and emails. 
But now we are so pleased to be able to start 
having children and families back in church once 
more, in a safe environment. 

6 June, 9.30 Family Eucharist  As June starts, we 
look forward to welcoming families with younger 
children at St Paul’s 9.30 service for the first time 
this year. Ben Tucker will be doing the reading  
and Anna and Will McKenzie leading the prayers, 
and we also hope to have some junior servers.  
For the younger children there will be happy bags  
if needed, and for the older ones a short quiz about 
the service. 

9.30 Parish Eucharist  We’re really pleased to be 
starting children’s groups again from 13 June and 
look forward to making the groups safe, relaxed 
and fun places to be. We’re building up the 
Children’s Work Team once more, so do let me 
know if you’d like to help in any way – leading, 
helping, running craft activities, organising 
something particular. For the moment, if children 
intend to come to services their families will need 
to let me know via email. 

In the light of this progress, we have decided to 
stop the online children’s services for the moment. 
We were having fewer and fewer views as people 
were starting to go out more. I’d like to thank all 
those who contributed films, plus Olli Wilson-Smith 
who put all the sections together each week,  
and my granddaughter Charlotte, who did some 
wonderful craft activities for us over 14 months. 

Family services have continued on Sunday 
afternoons at 2.30, sometimes in the meadow, 
sometime in the church. Sandra Lewis has written 

wonderful dramas for the children to enact. For 
details of forthcoming family services, it’s best to 
check the weekly welcome sheet. 

Western Church School  Headteacher Peter 
Burbridge and I had an excellent meeting at St 
Paul’s to discuss how we can re-engage with our 
church school now some of the restrictions have 
been relaxed. This will include holding school 
services in St Paul’s and re-instating pupil visits to 
St Matthew’s and St Paul’s for all the year groups.  
I will be going to the school to lead assemblies and 
have informal walkabouts at lunchtimes to get to 
know staff and children better. Mr Burbidge and  
I both acknowledged that we will very much miss 
Peter Seal after he retires in the summer. 

Westgate Lower School  I aim to connect with 
Westgate School again soon and return to leading 
assemblies from time to time, as I used to do. 

Zoom meetings with the young people and Olli will 
continue, as they have proved popular. 

Toddler group  I have had discussions with Victoria 
McCabe about re-instating the group, and when 
we’re ready to restart we’ll be in touch with all 
those who used to come, and advertise online. 

Have your say about future initiatives!  As part  
of some exciting planning for the future, we’ve 
been talking and praying about how the newly 
refurbished St Paul’s might be used both by the 
parish and by the wider community. Groups are 
looking at various ‘angles’, and one of these is in 
relation to children and families. Please do let  
me know if you would like to put forward any 
suggestions – perhaps something you would like to 
see started, or something you might yourself like  
to set up. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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From our elected representatives 
Health and policing 

Last month I crossed the road from my office in the 
Commons to Westminster Abbey because it was 
my turn for the Covid vaccination. It’s always a thrill 
to be in the abbey (and having finally got round to 
watching the first series of The Crown, I was thrilled 
to receive my jab in literally the same spot that 
Queen Elizabeth II took her vows), but it was a 
whistle-stop tour, as the seamless operation I’ve 
seen so many times as a volunteer locally had me 
done and through in minutes. The vaccination 
programme has been a huge success and we’re 
well on track to protect all UK adults by July. 

This must now be followed by reward – 
domestically, at least. When 21 June comes,  
and assuming we’re still on course, Step 4 in the 
government’s ‘roadmap’ must deliver freedom 
from the legal regulations that have controlled our 
lives. I do not doubt that many nerves will remain – 
and people may choose to wear masks in shops and 
on trains for some time yet – but that should be a 
personal decision, not by order of the state. 

And well ahead of that milestone, ministers must 
give society and economy a clear message that this 
is the case. We are seeing too many events cancel 
for much later in 2021 – the Alresford Show and 
Boomtown were two examples locally in recent 
weeks – because they cannot get live-events 
insurance and, more so, because they don’t have 
the confidence that ‘freedom day’ means anything 
of the sort. 

We must recognise that Covid is now an endemic 
disease against which the vulnerable are – and 
soon the rest of us will be – protected from serious 
illness as a result of vaccination. And we must 
realise a step-change in the way we use our unique 
international reach, through programmes such as 
Covax which I was once privileged to work on, to 
help the rest of the world including, if necessary, 
parts of the EU which shouldn’t be too proud to 
accept UK assistance. 

Secondly, my ASKtheNHS series of public meetings 
saw a welcome return at the end of May. This  
one heard from Hampshire Hospitals Foundation 
Trust and local commissioners about future 
services at the Royal Hampshire County Hospital  
in Winchester, and plans for a new-build hospital 
(possibly) near Junction 7 of the M3 (see 
https://www.stevebrine.com/prioritynhs). 

Thirdly, on a different subject altogether, I recently 
joined officers from the British Transport Police 
(BTP) at Winchester Station as they carried out an 
important ‘county lines’ operation. I was taken 
through the work of the team in combatting the 
practice that brings drugs into our area from big 
cities, including London. After ten years in public 
life, I am not easily shocked by things, but it never 
ceases to amaze me what I hear. Drug-running into 
places like Winchester is a menace that preys on 
the most vulnerable, and the BTP team are doing 
superb work to try and disrupt it. It is so important 

that the police are tough and 
out showing a strong, but 
supportive, face. 

Finally, congratulations  
to local councillors Chris 
Westwood and Martin  
Tod for their election /  
re-election in May’s local 
elections to, respectively, 
Winchester City and 
Hampshire County councils.  
I will, as always, work with 
anyone for the benefit of  
my constituents regardless 
of party politics, and I  
know residents expect 
nothing less. 

Steve Brine, MP for 
Winchester, 9 May 

  

https://www.stevebrine.com/prioritynhs
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It’s never been so important to shop locally 
As we approach the middle of May we seem to be 
getting on top of the pandemic in the UK, thanks  
to the brilliant NHS rolling out the vaccination 
programme so efficiently. With the easing of 
restrictions, we are seeing businesses gradually re-
open. Local businesses have suffered significantly 
over the duration of the pandemic and it’s never 
been so important to shop locally to help them 
survive and ultimately thrive. 

You cannot, we hope, have missed the local 
elections that culminated on 6 May, polling day. 
We were busy in the weeks running up to polling 
day knocking on your doors and talking about 
issues of concern. We greatly enjoyed talking to  
so many people and it has given us real insight  
into what is concerning you. 

With the elections now over, you may have seen 
that Liz Hutchison, who has served us all so well 
over the past seven years, decided to stand down. 
Going forward, we have a new colleague – Chris 
Westwood – who joins us. Liz has worked tirelessly 
for our area, and I am sure you would want us 
through your columns to thank her for all her hard 
work and wish her well for the future. Also, we are 
happy to report that Martin Tod, who is not only 
one of our sitting city councillors for the St Paul 
ward but also our County Councillor, retained his 
seat last week. 

The pandemic and the associated lockdowns have 
given us all time to reflect on the qualities of our 

local area, the diversity of nature both in our 
gardens and the local countryside, and the urban 
environment in which most of us live. It’s clear 
from our conversations with so many local 
residents that there is an overriding wish to see 
streets that are more people-friendly. Many talked 
about the ability to walk and cycle more safely, 
improved public transport and better air quality, 
whilst still allowing free flow of vehicles around our 
wonderful city when a car is necessary. There is 
also a clear desire to protect nature and to keep 
actions to address climate change at the centre of 
all our policies. 

Finally, there is progress on a local issue we 
highlighted in a recent magazine related to the 
unacceptable and inappropriate new fencing 
installed on the Upper High Street railway bridge. 
Network Rail recognise they have made an error 
and have started consultation with local residents 
and Winchester City Council about alternative 
designs for the railings that both meet the 
requirements of the conservation area and address 
the very serious safety concerns related to that 
specific bridge over the railway. Watch for an 
update in future magazines. 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch if 
you feel we can be of help. Take care, stay healthy 
and support your local businesses! 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 13 May  

There has recently been 
one death associated  
with this bridge and two 
serious incidents where 
people have been talked 
down. Network Rail is 
undertaking preventative 
safety work on the  
line from London to 
Southampton on a 
number of bridges.  
A group of local residents 
has put forward three 
options for the bridge that 
may be suitable, and the 
next step is for Network 
Rail to present a possible 
design for consultation  
and approval. 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 
WINCHESTER 

Flat roof specialists 
 

Ring Harry 
01962 860487, 07795 935202 

 
Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  

Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 

 
 
 

Free estimates 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com


18 |  

Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
855871 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org 
808441 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s, Chair, 
Building for Life project 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Alison Collins, electoral roll 
officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
881173 
(during Covid-19, handled by Katy 
Palacio) 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower 
team co-ordinator,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Maggie Brecknell, bookings to 
attend Sunday services, St P’s 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Roberta Brockman, Acting 
Chair, Friends of St Matthew 
with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Linda Russell-Smith, bookings to 
attend Sunday services, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-
school supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolw
inchester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, 
safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Website 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 

 

Contact us 

The marvellous vision of the peaceable Kingdom, 
in which all violence has been overcome 

and all men, women and children live in loving unity with nature, 
calls for its realisation in our day-to-day lives. 

Henri Nouwen 


