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A blessing for every person on earth
The world now is too dangerous
and too beautiful for anything but love.
May your eyes be so blessed that you see God in everyone.
Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor.
May your hands be so blessed
that everything you touch is a sacrament.
Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love.
May your feet be so blessed that you run
to those who need you.
And may your heart be so opened,
so set on fire, that your love,
your love, changes everything.
Amen.
Very Revd Brian Baker
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral,
Sacramento, California
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Letter from the rector
Dear friends,
I honestly can’t really believe that this is my last parish magazine letter! I realise how fortunate
I’ve been to have this opportunity to write each month, and particularly to those who don’t come
to church often. One of the ongoing huge strengths of the Church of England is that it is here
for everyone. The parish system where every person, wherever they live, belongs to their local
ecclesiastical parish is something to cherish and preserve for a new future which continues to
emerge. Whoever you are, the churches of St Matthew’s and St Paul’s belong to you. I’ve had the
privilege of being parish priest these past 20 years, but in no way have they been my churches.
I’ve really valued having a number of ‘farewell conversations’ in recent weeks. Many of these are
happening naturally; others by fixing a convenient time and using the new gallery meeting room.
I am finding that the days are now flying by but still welcome further conversations in the coming
weeks. In reality, these probably need to be before the end of July.
In the last week of August Julia, Katie and I will be moving to live in Dorset near my Mum, who lives
in Wareham. She is now very frail and it will be so good to be able to spend more time with her.
Katie will be living in a flat close by and we will be supporting her as she makes the move to living
on her own. Julia will continue working full time from home for Water Harvest.
We both enjoy DIY and gardening which is good, as there’s lots to do in our new home and garden.
We are very much looking forward to this. There’s nothing like a building project!
I plan to spend some of my time doing one-to-one work, which feels good. In recent years I have
done two training courses. First, I’ve completed a course in spiritual direction from Sarum College,
Salisbury. This has equipped me to be alongside people who want to explore their faith in the
context of their lives in the broadest sense. It’s a sort of three-way conversation which vitally
includes the Holy Spirit.
Secondly, and a bit more unusual – and definitely a new venture for me – I’ve trained to be a
supervisor for family lawyers. This involves providing a safe and confidential space where family
lawyers can talk about how their work is affecting them. You may know that family lawyers find
themselves having to handle complex and often acrimonious cases. This can be really hard, and
there’s a growing awareness that supervision where they can be fully honest is helpful.
These two new opportunities feel timely as I consciously lay down my work as your parish priest.
There’s so much that I’ve been privileged to be a part of, so many people I’ve enjoyed knowing,
and there’s a great deal I will miss very much. I leave with a deep sense of rich fulfilment and
heartfelt gratitude.
As I sign off I do so with huge confidence in the ongoing life of the parish. In Mary Copping and Liz
Stuart you have two fine priests who will give of themselves in every way they can in the coming
months. They will be working closely with our four very committed and competent churchwardens,
who serve us so well as part of our splendid PCC.
With every good wish and my prayers, and may God continue to bless and keep you,

Booking for services
St Paul’s: Maggie Brecknell, 856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net
St Matthew’s: Linda Russell-Smith, 853584

We’re grateful to all who send in
photographs; this month they are
by Patrick Allen, Mary Copping,
Kelvin Goodson, Adrian McKenzie,
Ursula Payne, Carole Peck and
Pixabay’s Gerd Altmann.
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Family feedback
We welcome those who have
worshipped with us for the first
time in recent weeks, and hope
that you may feel comfortable and
encouraged to come in person
as safety, circumstances and
numbers allow.

We pray for all who are unwell:
Caroline Behan, William
Buncombe, Becky Dunn, Bob and
Elizabeth Harland, Julia Jones, Kate
Morgan, Tom Mounsey, Jane Seal,
Steph, Brett Tribe, Patricia Watts,
Janis Williams and David Wilson.

We offer our love, sympathy and
prayers to close family and friends
of those who have died recently,
including Paul Richardson.

Notices
The joy of prayer A stand-alone Zoom workshop
for anyone who’d like to broaden their experience
of prayer, led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan
Spirituality Adviser: Tues 13 July, 8–9 pm,
‘Dare to Share’ (listen and be listened to in small
groups, as we reflect on our relationship with
God and our experience of prayer). Book via
wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org.
Climate justice and creation care The Young
Christian Climate Network has organised a UK
Churches’ Relay to COP26. On 11 June they set off
from St Ives, where the G7 met, and they plan to
end in Glasgow in October before the UN climate
conference of the parties, COP26. Their route
passes through Winchester on 24–25 July and
you are invited to join them in parts of the walk
approaching or leaving our city or to welcome them

as they arrive. https://www.yccn.uk/ suggests
further ways to get involved.
Flowers – an opportunity There are three people
currently providing St Paul’s weekly arrangements
and we’d love additional volunteers to join the
rota. (We need you!) Experience isn’t necessary –
we can help you learn, and it can be as simple as
a vase of flowers. The church is open seven days a
week, so you can refresh the flowers when it suits
you. Contact sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk, or leave
a message at the Parish Office, 844878.
Sharing skills at Nightshelter The shelter is looking
for volunteers to run a range of sessions (regular or
one-off) for residents now it’s open 24 hours a day.
Do you have a skill or talent to share? Contact
nicci@wcns.org.uk to discuss any ideas.

Sunday services: July and August Bible readings
4 July
11 July
18 July
25 July
1 Aug
8 Aug
15 Aug
22 Aug
29 Aug

Ezekiel 2: 1–5; Mark 6: 1–13 [p. 617]
Amos 7: 7–15; Ephesians 1: 3–14; Mark 6: 14–29 [p. 622]
Jeremiah 23: 1–6; Ephesians 2: 11–22; Mark 6: 30–34, 53–56 [p. 628]
Jeremiah 45: 1–5; Acts 11: 27–12: 2; Matthew 20: 20–28 [p. 1161]
Exodus 16: 2–4, 9–15; John 6: 24–35 [p. 639]
1 Kings 19: 4–8; Ephesians 4: 25–5: 2; John 6: 35, 41–51 [p. 644]
Isaiah 61: 10–11; Galatians 4: 4–7; Luke 1: 46–55 [p. 1172]
Joshua 24: 1–2a, 14–18; Ephesians 6: 10–20; John 6: 56–69 [p. 654]
Deuteronomy 4: 1–2, 6–9; James 1: 17–27; Mark 7: 1–8, 14–15, 21–23 [p. 660]

You are warmly invited
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from
our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to Ursula
Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.
(Final choice rests with the PCC, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.)
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Life ‘after Peter’
In the coming months there are a number of things
that churchwardens and clergy will be doing to
ensure a smooth transition and good leadership
during the interregnum, as summarised below.
The interregnum
Mary Copping and Liz Stuart are currently planning
worship with a firm intention to continue to offer
our normal services, albeit with some help from
visiting preachers. The service planning group
continues to meet weekly as we emerge from the
pandemic. Peter has talked to all our paid staff
to ensure that they are well prepared and that
his line-management duties are covered. We are
building and rebuilding the many teams we need to
make our two churches the vibrant places they are.

A legendary moment at
2008 Community Day
when Peter overcame
his fear of heights

Inevitably we will need to monitor what we can
do once Peter has gone. The wider team of
churchwardens, Liz and Mary will do their best to
manage this well. Inevitably, without one full-time
member of the team, we will have to say a
temporary ‘no’ to some activities we normally run.
Recruiting Peter’s successor
This process formally starts once Peter leaves.
Meanwhile we are making good progress. We have
had a number of helpful discussions with the
diocese. It seems likely that we will be able to
advertise nationally for a successor early in
September. During July and August we will be
working with the diocese to agree details of the
recruitment process.
The Parish Profile is the key document for anyone
applying to become our rector. It paints a picture
of our parish and its two churches. It describes our
vision for the future and our current activities. It
indicates the kind of person we are looking for as
our new rector. It is the PCC’s responsibility to
create the profile and they looked at a first draft
on 9 June then shared it more widely. An open
meeting at St Paul’s at the end of June allowed
anyone from our congregations to share their
ideas. The aim is to finalise the profile at PCC on
14 July, ready to share with the diocese.

Friends’ events
The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul’s
committee has re-emerged after its enforced yearlong absence and is preparing a varied programme
of events for the autumn.
1

A concert by Echo at St Paul’s on Sat 25
September, 7.30 pm. Echo is a London based
semi-professional choir, formed a few years
ago; it has a reputation for immaculate
performances of a wide range of works, from
medieval to modern and ethnic. Please see
enclosed flyer with booking details.

2

An evening with Revd Liz Stuart at St Paul’s
on Sat 9 October, 7.30 pm. Those who know
our curate (who is also Vice-Chancellor at the
University of Winchester) will be confident of
enjoying a highly entertaining evening. A flyer
with booking details will be enclosed in the
September magazine.

3

A nine-hour Readathon of two books from the
Bible (Psalms and Isaiah) at St Matthew’s in
November (date to be arranged).

4

A talk by Maggie Lippiett on her experiences in
India, at St Matthew’s (date to be arranged).

Saying farewell to Peter




Sunday 11 July, 9.30 am, St Paul’s: Blessing and
dedication of a number of special anonymous
Building for Life gifts as part of the Eucharist
Sunday 15 August, 11.15 am, St Matthew’s:
Peter’s last service at St Matthew’s
Sunday 22 August, 9.30 am, St Paul’s: Peter’s
last service at St Paul’s, followed by a farewell
bring and share lunch

If you have any questions or suggestions, do please
talk to one of the churchwardens or to Mary or Liz.

Next spring we hope to arrange a second recital by
the Winchester College Quiristers at St Paul’s.
Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair
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Reflections from the Seal family on 20 years
Peter
Twenty years is such a long time! It makes up
nearly a third of my life and over half my working
life as a parish priest.
There’s just so much to be thankful for. Living in
the rectory has been such a pleasure for us all. It’s
a fine house, beautifully built and with elegant
proportions. Hosting supper parties with up to 30
people able to sit down and eat has been special.
At numerous social occasions right down the years
there has been a wealth of conversation and the
opportunity to really get to know people. The
rectory garden is a lovely space and we’ve been
privileged to enjoy it.
Our two churches will always have a precious space
in my remembering. Each so different, but both
holy places where God can be sought and found.
Leading worship has been a most defining
experience and I shall miss it very much.
Being part of the local community, including
Western Church School and Peter Symonds
College, brings so much contact with those beyond
the worshipping congregations. An opportunity
to dispel myths! I’m always thrilled when a
teenager recognises me and says something like,
‘I remember you – you used to come into Western
and take assemblies’.
I recall a wise older priest once saying to me, ‘Peter
you’re only really called to do two things: the first
is, to be there; and the second is, to say your
prayers’. The real thing about being an Anglican
parish priest within the Church of England is that

most of what you try to do, and be, is just part of a
way of living and you never really know what effect
you are having.
For me to live out this inclusive calling in this parish
has been a great gift and a real joy. Thanks be
to God.

Julia
It has been a pleasure and privilege to journey
alongside so many people for so many years.
When we say our goodbyes in a few weeks we take
with us a precious and lasting gift – a rich seam of
memories, and much gratitude for such happy and
fulfilling years.
So many memories, here are a few: the wonderful
soft edges of St Paul’s, where a bit of scuffle or late
arrivals only seems to add to the experience of
the services; drinks after St Matthew’s patronal;
the Christmas Eve Nativity setting the tone for
Christmas; the beautiful liturgy of Maundy
Thursday; making sure there were enough mince
pies and mulled wine after Christmas carols;
popping champagne quietly (!) outside the back
door after weddings; music in the garden here
during the cream teas we held; shared lunches;
learning to sew gold kid for the servers’ tabards;
many happy evenings in the pub with the Women’s
Group suppers. It’s been amazing to see toddlers
grow up and become lovely adults. The Community
Days: the first of these offered rides in a cherrypicker so that people could see the roof which
needed replacing – how times change! Great
teamwork and fun.
It is wonderful to see the
fantastic work achieved
in the re-ordering of St
Paul’s, and St Matthew’s.
The spirit of community is
so strong, and we wish you
all peace and joy as you
journey on together.

At the jubilee
celebrations in
October 2009
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research for the Building for Life project. So many
wonderful experiences which have shaped me and
my life choices.
It is a joy to see how this community has grown and
changed over the years. I am so thrilled that the reordering of St Paul’s is complete, and hope that this
will mark the beginning of an exciting new chapter
for you all. Thank you for all you have given me –
and us – over the years in so many different ways.
I will miss so many things but feel sure that God will
be very close to each of us as we journey on over
the weeks and months ahead.

Philip

Philip and his wife Sarah, Peter, Julia, Katie and
their dog Darcy in June 2020

Katie
I count myself an unusually lucky PK (Preacher’s
Kid) to have had a base in the same beautiful
city all my life (very rare, as clergy tend to move
around a lot). Being part of this parish has been an
extraordinary part of this. I remember moving here
20 years ago, when I was just 14. We came from St
Luke’s in Stanmore, a much more deprived part of
our city. This move gave me the chance to grow
in confidence, to feel safe where I lived and to
encounter the incredible warmth of this parish
community. I remember being quite amazed by
the calibre of people who I met on a Sunday, the
abundance of young families coming to St Paul’s
and the relaxed and inclusive way of things.
The move could not have come at a better time for
me, as I discovered more about who I was and was
able to continue my schooling alongside friends
who were becoming increasingly dear (and still
are). St Paul’s – and St Matthew’s too – became
a very important constant in my life. A place to
return to; a place of unconditional welcome; a
place which has nurtured me; a place of many
extraordinary people growing and changing as
the years go by. I have myriad rich and diverse
memories: deeply prayerful and joyful 9.30 am
services; Taizé singing on Maundy Thursday;
conversation and friendship with those young and
old; babysitting for parish families; being involved
in liturgy; the Twirties Group. In my mid-twenties
I was employed part-time by the parish, spending
five years doing administration and beginning

It has been ten years since I was a regular at St
Paul’s, but the parish community still feels like
wider family to me. Services, youth groups and
celebratory events in church all played a huge
part in the landscape of my teenage years. I can
remember laughing as hard as I’ve ever laughed
during a Friday evening youth group session,
but also being struck by the power of silence
during times of shared contemplation. I think that
combination sums it up: friendship and faith
growing side by side.
When my marriage broke down in my midtwenties, the parish family stepped in. Countless
phone calls, walks, cups of tea and offers of prayer
helped get me back on my feet. I am so grateful for
all the support you offered. Most of the time I take
for granted that the parish is there: a community of
people, shaped by faith, who will be there for one
another in times of need. Deeper down, just being
aware of that safety net gives me confidence and a
feeling of security.
The balance St Paul’s and St Matthew’s strike is
hard to find elsewhere. I’m reminded of other rare
places like Hilfield and Taizé. Prayerful but also light
and playful. Full of deeply thoughtful folk but never
shiny or shouty. For me, key moments epitomise a
service: children flocking round a storyteller, silent
intercession, prayerful Eucharist, connection over
coffee. Vicarage kids are meant to become atheists
or priests, but neither option draws me. The parish
was a healthy place to grow as a teenager – it
shaped me, taught me, then let me go.
Mum, Dad and Katie leaving the parish prompts me
to contemplate what St Paul’s and St Matthew’s
mean to me. The biggest feelings I have are
fondness and gratitude. Hearing words of kindness
and appreciation for all that M, D and K have
done makes me a proud son and brother, full of
admiration for their devotion and constancy. When
the time comes for them to leave, I suspect we will
all feel a mixture of sadness, gratitude, and hope
for the future of a deeply special place.
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Tributes for Peter, in thankfulness
You have been such a valued leader of our parish
for half of my time at St Paul’s and St Matthew’s,
and there are so many ways in which this has
shown: in the services of course, but also in your
pastoral care, your encouragement of new ideas,
your welcome of new people and willingness to
discuss almost anything, and your abiding vision for
the parish, which has seen us all ‘grow’ in following
– and also encouraging us to share conflicting views
sometimes. The main memories of your leading us
to reach ‘beyond ourselves’ and to consider how
we could change the physical things to assist us
in ‘reaching out’ – we must all be aware that
the changes at St Matthew’s and the complete
renewal of the interior of St Paul’s would not have
happened without your vision, encouragement
and drive – including noting people’s abilities and
encouraging them to help the bigger picture.
I first met you when you were Chaplain at St
Alfred’s, and had an unforgettable chat with you
when you were at St Luke’s, so I was delighted –
albeit surprised because I did not think you could
move within the deanery – when I heard that you
were to be our new rector (actually ‘priest in
charge’, but always rector to us!). Strangely, the
next member of the family I met was Phil, then
11(!), on a Historic Churches Bike Ride – Julia(n)
and Katie later on. We have been especially
fortunate that the whole family has been involved.
Thank you so very much for the last 20+ years.
Janet Bird
I thank God every day that I was sent to this parish
and to Peter as his curate. I knew of Peter before
I came to the parish. He was a much-loved chaplain
of King Alfred’s College (now the University) for
some years and appears in one of our histories
wearing shorts on the way to Oberammergau!
I shall always remember Peter for his kindness,
humour and wisdom but mostly I will remember
him for his prayer. To pray beside Peter is to be
transported into a different space, a holy space,
a space weighted with God’s glory. To be around
Peter is to be on holy ground. It is as if he offers an
invitation, just by being who he is, to dive deeper
into God.
It has been a joy too to get to know Julia, Katie and
Phil (and the late Darcy). Much love to you all from
Peter’s last curate.
Liz Stuart
I’m so happy that Peter has decided to retire early.
Not for those of us remaining here in the parish,
of course – we will miss him keenly – but for Peter,
Julia and Katie starting their new adventure in
beautiful Dorset. I know, put in the same position,
I would have done exactly the same thing!
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I’ve worked with Peter over the last almost 12
years. He has been the most encouraging and
supportive ‘boss’ I could ever have hoped to work
with. When times were difficult with family illness
and bereavement, or there were tricky moments
with childcare, there was never any doubt
that family came first. His compassion and
insightfulness shine through in all that he says and
does. He is, as my husband says, ‘a smashing chap’!
Peter, thank you for leaving us with the beautiful
Building for Life legacy for St Paul’s which you
worked tirelessly to achieve and which will
always remind us of you. Think of us here, but
not too often!
Katy Palacio
Pilgrims on a journey
A Knyght ther was, and that a worthy man,
That fro the tyme that he first bigan
To riden out, he loved chivalrie,
Trouthe and honour, fredom and curteisie.
Ful worthy was he
And evere honoured for his worthynesse.
And though that he were worthy, he was wys.
He nevere yet no vileynye ne sayde
In al his lyf unto no maner wight.
He was a verray, parfit gentil knyght.
Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales, General Prologue,
43–47, 50, 68, 70–72 (www.librarius.com)
Thank you Peter for leading us on our journey and
giving us the courage that, with God’s help, we will
continue without you. We wish you and your family
the greatest health and happiness in the future.
Talia Hedstrom
Peter has inspired us all to think that we can
achieve whatever we want to! Both churches are
now beautiful places to worship in and are a tribute
to his spiritual leadership. He is both a kind and
caring man to everyone and we have so many
happy memories of the Community Days and
celebrations enjoyed over the past 20 years.
Carole and Chris Peck
Peter’s consistently wise and thoughtful words,
actions and leadership have been inspirational.
He has been a strength and comfort to many and
when he retires he will leave us a wonderful legacy
– an active and thriving church which is perfectly
positioned to go from strength to strength. His
leadership not only brought about Building for
Life, but he has seen this project through to its
wonderful completion. Peter has achieved all this
by gently guiding and persuading us that it can be
done and then drawing others together to achieve
it. He will be with us always in our hearts, minds
and buildings. Thank you for everything, Peter.
Nick and Jo Page

‘Beyond Ourselves’ prayer
Teach us, O Lord, to look beyond ourselves:
to you, Creator of all that is;
our Lord and our King;
upon whom we depend;
without whom we cannot live.
Teach us to look beyond ourselves:
to the needs of others;
those who live in poverty, anxiety or fear.
Teach us to look beyond ourselves:
to one another,
that the fellowship of your Holy Spirit
will bind us together in peace.
And teach us, we pray,
to look to the hidden places of our lives,
that room for you be found in every part of our being.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
I shall always be grateful to you for what you have
done for me over many years. You helped me gain
confidence and gave me different roles in life,
after a difficult time. Roles which enabled me to
go alongside people as a Parish Visitor and later
be able to help others, as Chair of the Beyond
Ourselves committee, and more recently the Green
Group. You attended every meeting, giving good
advice and support, which I really appreciated.
I also learnt a lot from PCC meetings, never bored
by them, as well as your sermons and your people
skills. Later as an Assistant Churchwarden, I saw
how hard you worked behind the scenes, doing
anything that needed to be done in the churches.
You are a truly dedicated priest.
Bishop John once said he had visited many
churches and he felt the Holy Spirit most in ours,
which matches my sentiments as well. Praying that
you, Julia and Katie find love, joy and peace in your
new home. THANK YOU.
Alexa Heady
Whenever I think of Peter, I feel grateful for the
depth and breadth of his spirituality. Its depth is
obvious whenever he preaches or presides. Its
breadth shows itself in all kinds of ways, most
particularly in the way he is comfortable in being
fully inclusive of all genuine experiences of God in
people’s hearts and lives. In our parish we have
people who might describe themselves as mildly
Anglo-Catholic, others who might describe
themselves as mildly Evangelical, and many other
varieties. To Peter, these differences are irrelevant
(which indeed they are), and this gives to anyone
walking in a unique sense of being met, welcomed
and loved by God, whatever their situation at
the time.
The other thing that would stand out in my
memory is Peter’s extraordinary and permanent
sense of gratitude – first to God (of course),

and then to us all. His gracious words
and messages of thanks and genuine
appreciation, to anyone who has done
even the tiniest thing to help, are
legendary, and an example to us all.
This is a culture we should all strive to
continue after he has left; I’m sure we
will, inspired by his wonderful legacy.
Christopher Seaman

I was shocked, surprised and
saddened when I heard the news that
Peter was taking early retirement.
I have worked with him for 20 years.
He has been a wise and trusted
colleague and I have learnt so much
from him. He is a wonderful person to
work with, who does not clutch things
to himself but enables others to use
their gifts, and is so good at spotting these gifts in
others. I am going to miss his advice, his wisdom
and also his reminders to me to slow down, press
the pause button, don’t rush into things too
quickly! Which has been a huge help for me.
I have huge respect for Peter – for his wonderful
priestly ministry and for him as a person. He has
been a very dear friend and I am going to miss him
hugely. I am sad for me and for the parish that
Peter is leaving us. But I am so glad for him and
the family, for knowing the right time to retire so
that he will be able to enjoy his well-deserved
retirement to the full. I wish Peter and family all
that is good for this next stage and I pray God’s
blessing on them all.
Mary Copping
There was a hush of breathless anticipation as
Peter rose to deliver his first sermon to us. We
knew within a couple of minutes that someone
special had arrived. Early in his ministry in our
parish, Peter conducted the marriage of our
daughter beautifully at St Paul’s, and this played a
big part in making it a special day. An elderly aunt
from Cheltenham vowed afterwards that she would
travel back to Winchester to hear Peter again at the
following Sunday’s service at St Paul’s! Peter has
always gone the extra mile as our rector and has
certainly earned his retirement, which we hope will
be a long and happy one.
Mike and Linda Russell-Smith
From the outset Peter with Julia and the family
have led from the front and brought vision to the
parish of St Matthew and St Paul. Peter has been
an inspiration with community, pastoral care and
outward looking at the forefront of his mission. We
thank him for his comforting support in times of
difficulty and we shall go forward with purpose as
pilgrims together; the journey has only just begun!
James Clay
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We arrived in Winchester in July 2012, well into
Peter’s tenure and, looking for a church, came first
to St Paul’s. We found a welcoming community and
one which spanned generations, with an active
presence from the children. (The children’s story
from the sanctuary steps reminded us strongly
of the church we’d left.) And Peter wasn’t even
there. Strange as it may seem, we regard that as a
great testimony to his ministry, because it meant
that he had developed a community which was
naturally doing the right things, even when he
wasn’t watching.
Since then, we have come to appreciate many
aspects of his ministry. We pick out specially
the way his preaching has illuminated our
understanding of God and sometimes asked us to
see familiar parts of the Bible in unexpected ways.
One example is the story of the Canaanite woman,
whom he encouraged us to see as actually
challenging Jesus’ own understanding of his
ministry. Another is his explanation of why Jesus is
said to have descended to the place of the dead:
‘To find his friend Judas’. Those words encapsulate
so much and challenge so strongly.
Finally, we are sure that many others will have
mentioned Building for Life. We want only to say
that we have been inspired by the project and by
Peter’s commitment to it, driven by a vision of the
church in the community which has the possibility
to be transformative for us all.
Peter and Irene Casey
Thank you, Peter, for allowing me to be part of the
Building for Life team. It was such an honour to be
part of such an exciting project and to see St Paul’s
transformed. I learnt so much and you were always
so generous with your time, and upbeat. Thank you
for giving me the confidence to go forward in my
new role.
Thank you too for all your many wonderful
assemblies you gave to both my sons whilst at
Western Primary. You always left an impression
and they would come back and tell me about a
parable or message you had told. I wish you and
Julia well in Dorset and I will miss your cheery face
in Fulflood!
Bryony Blazeby
I first met Peter Seal in the spring of 2013, when
I applied for the post of Headteacher at Western
Church of England Primary School. Attending
the interview process, I was struck by the warm
presence and welcome that I personally received
from Peter in his capacity as Governor and Rector
of the school’s link church, St Paul’s.
Once I started in September of that year, I so
looked forward to Peter coming into Western
to lead collective worship/assemblies with the
children; they have always been so engaging
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and enjoyable. Peter has a natural gift for
communication and performance and the pupils
always hang on every word he speaks as he delivers
his message or story. Peter has always taken his
role very seriously at Western and it has been a joy
for us to have him come into school, usually over
a lunchtime, and talk and meet with the children
and staff in an informal way. I know the pupils and
all my colleagues have welcomed this time and
commitment from him and we are all most grateful
for his skill of listening to us.
On a personal note, Peter has always been so
generous, kind and supportive of me both
professionally and personally. I will miss our regular
chats, ‘putting the world to rights’, and Peter’s
ability to always be able to say the right thing at the
right time and help put things into perspective –
such a gift! Thank you Peter … you so deserve your
retirement. Best wishes to you and your family as
you embark on the next chapter in your story.
Peter Burbridge, Headteacher
Our family was searching for a new church that
would welcome and provide for us all following
the confirmation of our son, Freddie. Following an
annual confirmation celebration at Winchester
Cathedral, we met another family who worshipped
at St Paul’s. We thought that we would stick a toe
in the water! At our first Sunday at St Paul’s, there
was a baptism and Peter generously came over and
showed us the baby, thinking we were part of that
family. Of course we weren’t, but it showed the
inclusive nature of his ministry.
This has imbued the character of the church that
Peter, ably assisted by his lovely wife Julia, has
created. It has been so welcoming, genuinely
open to all, non-judgemental and generous. This
soft-edges approach reflects Peter and Julia’s
extraordinary expression of service, humility and
obedience to God. It is stamped all the way through
them like the words in a stick of rock!
We have all been so blessed to be part of this final
church led by Peter and to be part of the realisation
of his vision of Building for Life and outreach to the
community. The vision that church and community
are one will stay with us forever. What a guy!
We will miss the Seals like mad and will continue to
uphold them in prayer as they embark on their new
phase. Typically Peter has sought new ways to use
his extraordinary talents in God’s service after he
leaves us and will be helping support others at the
cutting edge of our justice system and those in
need of a spiritual director. There is no retirement
from being who one is generous, funny and always
pointing us in the direction of him on whom
we rely. We are stronger in church, faith and
community because of this man. Huge thanks ...
onwards and upwards!
Vicky, Phil and Freddie Scott

All of us at St Matthew’s are immensely grateful for
all the time and attention you have given us over
the last 20 years. You have understood the special
qualities of St Matthew’s and the distinctive
contribution we can make to the life and worship of
the parish. We have felt appreciated and nurtured
and will always be grateful to you. May God grant
you, with Julia and all your family, a long and
happy retirement.
Dick Wilkinson
Thoughtful and caring are two words which come
to mind when thinking of Peter and Julia. Two
examples of this from my personal experience are:
 remembering a ‘significant’ birthday and calling
round to deliver a card and their good wishes
 the day before St Paul’s re-opened after
renovation and lockdown – a very stressful
time for Peter – taking the time to again come
round to give me a lovely photograph of
Michael taken outside St Matthew’s which Julia
had found when changing to a new camera.
I found these and other countless selfless acts very
touching and I, along with the whole parish, will
miss them both very much indeed.
Jenny Beard
Dear Peter, Words cannot adequately express the
joy and privilege it has been to work with you, for
God; and the profound respect I have for you after
five years as your assistant in the parish. So this
tribute starts from a place of thankfulness for all
you do, and for all you are.
As a priest, you have helped refresh me spiritually –
with encouragement to reflect on how to use
‘our one wild and precious life’; with preaching
that sparks the imagination and whispers on in
following days; with heartrending liturgies for Holy
Week; with timeless, poetic prayer from St Martinin-the Fields, Iona and Taizé chants; above all, with
your understanding that as we are worshipping the
God of all goodness, truth and beauty, we can best
do so with all the beauty and symbolism and
reverence we can muster.
It has been so good to hear you speak about, and
act on, inclusivity – to better comprehend that
there are no exceptions to who God loves enough
to die for, to live within, to inspire, to fulfil. With
the world so full of people who haven’t had the
chance to hear of Christ, it’s a great comfort to
have the perspective that God is absolutely there
with them.
Words from the prayer of St Teresa of Avila that
our parish visitors use come to mind:
Lord Jesus, teach us that you have no body on earth
but ours; no hands but ours; no feet but ours. Ours
are the eyes through which your compassion must
look out upon the world; ours are the feet with
which you must go about doing good; ours are the
hands with which you must bless men and women

now; ours are the voices with which you can
communicate love, joy and peace.
Thank you for all your years dedicated to this – to
bringing Christ among this community, and well
beyond it – nourishing those who give and those
who receive, and having fun as well (clowning
at Community Day!). Far away from the public
gaze, you have cared for many, many people at
the crunch points in their lives, when they are
mourning and when they are dying and going on to
something so much greater than we can imagine.
So often people are harmed by positions of
leadership, corrupted by the sense of power and of
their own importance. But forming teams of people
to pray, think, listen to each other and then find
consensus for the way ahead, you have put into
practice so much better a model. I’m not sure
I’ve ever come across anyone who so wants each
person to be their best self. It can benefit the
community when a pensive planner is paired with
someone whose strengths are energy and action,
and it can help the individuals themselves when
they see the way they complement each other.
And it is so healing and enabling for us, to know we
don’t all have to be the same, that we can offer
whatever we have to give.
I’ve learnt a great deal from your strategic thinking
and planning and your continual learning through
prayer, reading, courses and simply listening.
You look ahead, plan, prepare; but also have
boundaries that protect your health and that of
your family and staff, knowing that ‘the Church
isn’t the fourth emergency service’. Nevertheless
you have worked unstintingly, generally six days a
week, too often morning, afternoon and evening.
There’s much more I could say about personal
qualities like integrity, wisdom, servant leadership
(rubber-gloved hands down the churchyard drains
clearing autumn leaf fall), human understanding,
humility, humour and great patience.
For O level, one of my English set texts was Robert
Bolt’s play about Thomas More, A Man for All
Seasons. More’s line, ‘Man he made to serve him
wittily, in the tangle of his mind’ perhaps partly
expresses what you’ve been doing – with your wits
about you, in the complexity of human interactions
and needs, offering goodness, truth and beauty to
all who wish to receive.
There will be a great sense of loss when you retire,
but also deep gratitude and the knowledge that
doing things in God’s good time is right. I wish
you much fulfilment in the spiritual direction and
listening work with family lawyers that will be part
of your life in Dorset. And for you, Julia and Katie,
may there be much joy in more time with your
wider families and in new friendships.
Ursula Payne
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Eco Church
Green Team update
The Green Team has its
roots (!) in the parish’s
vision of Beyond
Ourselves. ‘I remember
well how it started’, recalls
Max Priesemann, ‘with a
presentation about A
Rocha and Eco Church just
after the Paris Climate
Conference in 2015. With
a little push from my wife
Julia, I held up my hand to
get involved.’
In 2016 our congregations
took part in a Beyond
Ourselves survey to find
out what types of cause
people most wanted to
support. The clear choices
were ‘homeless and
refugees’ and ‘climate
change issues’. A Green
group was formed, and
Max became our Eco Church Officer.
Recently we’ve been meeting via Zoom every few
weeks, but soon we hope to be able to get together
face to face. Our agenda is wide and linked in with
the A Rocha Eco Church scheme. This year we’ve
been awarded their bronze medal because of the
environmental elements of Building for Life that
aim to reduce our carbon footprint. We also had to
meet their targets for our approach to ‘Community
and Global’, ‘Lifestyle’ and ‘Worship and Teaching’.
The Green Team keeps a close eye on
environmental matters and relates to them locally
– so we have written to our MP and have linked up
actively with Winchester Action on Climate Change
(WinACC).
Following on from the installation of three bird
boxes and a bug mansion in St Paul’s churchyard in
2018, and after the necessary break while
contractors were on site, we’re now in a position to
continue our practical work in the church grounds.
The medium-term plan is to encourage wildlife and
make our contribution, in a small way, towards
preventing climate change. This will also be a step
towards gaining the A Rocha silver medal.
Mowing of the bank facing St Paul’s Hill has been
held off until the wildflowers have set seed. On
it there are numerous varieties of species of
wildflower, each attracting bees and other
pollinating insects. Small mammals such as voles
live in the bank, forming part of the wildlife food
chain. A survey to identify everything that grows
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and lives there is to be undertaken throughout
the year.
Mowing of the mound where the outsize Western
Red Cedar trees were felled has also been held
off so we can see what wildflowers appear. It’s
suggested that a narrow path be mown, with a
bird bath placed at the end. We would welcome
any offers to donate a bird bath, which could be
dedicated to a loved one.
Another proposal is to plant a wildlife hedge in the
near future with plants like hazel, which coppice
well, on the meadow boundary to fill the gap left
by the recent felling of trees by the railway. It
should hide the ugliest roofs, while preserving
views of the countryside beyond. A further two
trees, possibly cherry, are planned on either side
of the wheelie bins.
It’s also proposed to capture rainwater from runoff from the shed, so the pre-school can use this to
care for their vegetables, and it can be deployed
to water the new trees. Guttering will have to be
fitted to the shed, with a downpipe. If anyone
can physically do this work it would be greatly
appreciated, and sponsorship of the cost would
be welcomed. If you’d like to fund the bird bath
and/or the cost of the rainwater facility, please
contact Peter Seal.
Kathleen Freeman, Norma Goodwin, Alexa Heady,
Keith Jones, Denise McKenzie, Max Priesemann,
Peter Seal, Liz Stuart, Sheila Wilson

Beyond Ourselves
Médecins sans frontières: Covid-19 in Mumbai, India
Extracts from a May blog by Mabel Morales,
medical coordinator for MSF India
The situation in India, and in Mumbai, is very bad.
No one was ready for the second wave. In a very
short time, it’s turned into a major crisis. It’s so
much worse this time and it was so sudden.
Healthcare workers are overwhelmed and
exhausted.
The authorities are well organised and are adapting
to the situation as it evolves as best they can. But
as the cases increase, it’s getting harder to find
beds. The situation is terrible, but the commitment
and the dedication of the staff is extraordinary.
There is a very strong feeling of solidarity in
the team.
What MSF is doing is just a small part, but it’s
important. Staff from other hospitals come to us to
take part in our training and we’re able to support
them and share what we know. I feel that we’re in
the right place and we’re all working together.

healthcare workers lose a lot of water and can
become dehydrated. I have worked on many
emergencies and overall, we are doing well as
a team here. It is coordinated action.
Santosh Choure, health promotion manager
More than 800,000 people live here in M-East
Ward, a densely populated area of the city where
70% of people live in slums. They are scared and
many of them prefer not to get tested even though
they have symptoms. They’re afraid of being
quarantined or hospitalised and separated from
their family members.
I manage a team of 10 health promoters and we’re
expecting to be joined by 10–12 more very soon.
The team is tasked with raising awareness about
the virus within the community. Health workers
travel through the narrow lanes of the informal
settlements on tuk-tuks, delivering Covid-19
prevention messages through loudspeakers and
sharing information on the services available.

Dilip Bhaskaran, project coordinator
We are working with the local authorities to co-run
Mumbai’s ‘Jumbo’ Covid-19 care centre in Bandra
Kurla Complex. During this second wave, our role
here is to improve the quality of care for patients
with moderate illness at this 2,000-bed hospital.
Our job is very important. Improving care and
managing patients well with oxygen means fewer
people will need to go on to ventilators in intensive
care units.
On the medical front, the biggest issue is training
new and junior medical staff from the public sector.
We work with new doctors just out of college
who need training in patient care and bedside
management.
On the logistical front, infection prevention control,
water and hygiene need to be managed. It gets
very hot inside the treatment tents. Temperatures
can reach more than 40 degrees, so patients and

We also conduct handwashing demonstrations and
meetings throughout the community with people
who live in the slums, patients waiting in public
and private healthcare centres, private sector
doctors and healthcare workers. We reinforce the
messages about wearing masks, social distancing
and other ways Covid-19 can be prevented.
However, it’s hard when five or six people live
together in small houses that might be only be a
few metres wide. We’re also doing digital health
promotion, reaching thousands of people on
Facebook with videos and messaging – especially
the younger generation who are more active on
social media.
The teams are working really hard. We’re all part of
this community and are really motivated to help as
much as we can.
Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee
Giving out soap in the densely populated areas
of Mumbai.
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Fascinating local history
Six years of work come to fruition as book is published
We Will Remember Them: The Great
War Dead of Fulflood & Weeke,
Winchester will be launched at St Paul’s
on Sunday 25 July after the 9.30 am
Family Eucharist, and all are welcome
to attend (Covid regulations
permitting). This is not a private but
a parish event.
It all started in 2015 with the
realisation that the stories of the 91
names on the Great War memorial at
St Paul’s, erected in 1922, were not in
the public domain. By 2016 a group of
six people, four of whom live in the
parish, was hard at work researching
and beginning to write up their stories.
Specifically invited to the book launch will be
relatives of some of the men who have made
contact with us, such as those of Reginald Clark of
Fairfield Road; Leslie Jacob of Western Road; and
Herbert Tong, whose family ran the newsagent’s
(later Churchill’s) in the parade of shops between
Elm and Western roads until the 1950s (sadly,
the original shop with the flat above, from which
Herbert Tong went to war, is now derelict).
Recently, contact has been made with a relative
of Henry Gould, whose father was rector of St
Matthew with St Paul from 1900 to 1915 and
whose family is commemorated in two windows
at St Paul’s.
The 91 names amounted to about 20% of
Winchester’s Great War dead. Thirty of the men
joined the local ‘pals’ regiment, The Hampshire
Regiment (from 1946, The Royal Hampshire
Regiment). The then social and numerical
difference between the two parts of the parish is
reflected in the fact that 78 people – mainly noncommissioned officers and other ranks – came
from Fulflood and just 13, mainly officers, were
from Weeke.
Many of the homes that the men are associated
with are still standing in the parish but not
necessarily with the number, or even the street
name, that current inhabitants are familiar with.
It was the late Chris Pile (well known in the parish)
who alerted us to the problem that as the suburb
of Fulflood expanded, there were endless changes
of street numbering, and some of street names. He
kindly shared his initial research into the subject
and we had told him he would be acknowledged in
the book, but sadly he didn’t live quite long enough
to see it published. We have worked really hard to
try and give the modern equivalent of addresses,
as Chris would have expected us to do!
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A future project for someone could
perhaps be for the actual homes and
sites to be marked, with residents’
permission, for the occasion of the
centenary of the erection of St Paul’s
memorial boards in 2022.
The war dead of the parish for both
world wars are commemorated in the
St Matthew’s memorial book, which
was compiled after World War II and is
kept in that church. A reference copy of
the new book will be presented to the
parish on 25 July so that visitors to St
Paul’s can find out about the men on
the war memorial boards, and books
will available for inspection and purchase at £20.
If people aren’t able to attend that day, book
orders can be placed via greatwardeadwinchester
fulfloodweeke@outlook.com, and delivery is free
within Winchester city.
As well as being a permanent record of the stories
of those men, the book is also a valuable addition
to the local history of Winchester, with chapters
on the growing but very different suburbs of
Weeke and Fulflood in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. In the telling of the lives of the men and
their families pre-1914, many aspects of the social
history of Winchester also emerge, such as the
more rigid social hierarchy and the vanished trades
of those times. One of ‘our’ men, Basil Vokes of
Greenhill Road, was part of the family involved in
the not-vanished Vokes & Beck’s stonemasonry
business, which moved out of Fulflood only in the
early 21st century.
This fascinating book has been the major aspect of
the Great War Dead Fulflood & Weeke project to
date. Now that it’s published, the project aims
to work with the schools in the parish to further
pupils’ understanding of the Great War and its
impact on the local community. Western Church
School, Kings’ School and Peter Symonds Sixth-form
College are the modern successors of schools
attended by many of the men whose stories are
told in the book. The Westgate County School
for Girls – now The Westgate School – was also
profoundly affected by the Great War. Many girls
and teachers lost loved ones in the conflict, and the
school had to move out when the buildings were
used to billet troops during the winter of 1914–15.
Another ongoing aspect of the project is the
creation of a website which will be able to add
more information as it becomes available.
Geraldine Buchanan, Josephine Coleman, Cheryl
Davis, Jenny Watson, Derek Whitfield

In memoriam

Piano Quartet was sparkling in its exuberance, the
energy and musical generosity of Gary Pomeroy –
no retiring viola player here – and the panache of
Lucy Gould’s violin playing in Bartók’s Contrasts,
all are equal contenders (see p. 13).
St Paul’s is now all set to become a favourite venue
for music in Winchester. Light and airy, it has an
excellent acoustic and all the facilities that concert
organisers can usually only dream of. All that is
missing now is a grand piano worthy of the venue,
but the Festival had hired a wonderful Fazioli for
the weekend, thanks to the generosity of one of its
many supportive Friends and Patrons. Thank you to
Artistic Director Kate Gould for her wonderful cello
playing and, especially, for bringing such a vibrant
and memorable festival to her home city of
Winchester. If you missed these marvellous live
concerts there is a chance to hear them all online,
available to view until 17 July. Tickets and further
details via winchesterchambermusic.com.
Hilary Webster, Chair of Trustees

Annual Meetings 2021
The annual parochial church meetings (APCMs)
were held by Zoom on 26 May. The main business
of these meetings is elections. There are also
reports from the Electoral Roll Officer and
Treasurer, and a report from the rector on the
past year. The following were elected as
churchwardens:
St Matthew’s
Mike Russell-Smith
Dick Wilkinson

Music festival at St Paul’s
The first weekend of June, there was a definite
buzz in the socially distanced queue outside St
Paul’s. An excited masked audience starved of live
music, top-quality musicians eager to play in a live
concert again and a beautifully renovated church
made for a heady mixture. Combine this with a
deftly crafted programme whereby repeated
concerts were tailored to showcase wonderful
playing of both familiar favourites and unknown
gems, and we were ready to enjoy a remarkable
13th Winchester Chamber Music Festival.
It is hard to single out pieces or players but
memorable moments include: the first few glorious
notes played by Robert Plane at the start of
Brahms’ Clarinet Quintet; the poignant hushed
ending of the Messiaen Quartet for the End of Time
so beautifully played by violinist David Adams; and
the lilting, gentle slow movement of the rarely
heard Fauré Piano Trio from the London Bridge
Trio. Pianist Tim Horton’s rendering of the Weber

St Paul’s
Bill Lucas
Christopher Seaman

There were no nominations to the Deanery Synod.
The following were elected to the Parochial Church
Council (PCC):
Helen Chambers
Kathleen Freeman
Alexa Heady
Talia Hedstrom
Jonathan Jesty

Keith Jones
Sandra Lewis
Linda Russell-Smith
Nathalie Schulz (Secretary)
Vicky Scott

The PCC is made up of the elected members above
plus Revd Canon Peter Seal (Chair) and Revd Liz
Stuart. Revd Mary Copping attends the meetings as
a non-voting member as an employee of the parish.
Tim Stannard (Treasurer and Chair of the Finance
Committee) also attends meetings as a nonvoting member.
At the meeting Peter expressed thanks to Stephen
Adam, who had previously been an ex officio
member of the PCC in his role as Licenced Lay
Minister (from which he has now retired).
If you would like to see a copy of the minutes from
the meeting, please contact Nathalie Schulz,
N.Schulz@btopenworld.com.
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Children’s and youth work update
It’s been great seeing families in St Paul’s once
more, and children and adults have enjoyed seeing
each other in church rather than on Zoom.
6 June 9.30 Family Eucharist We had 13 children
at this service. Many completed a quiz about the
service and also a photo quiz, which asked them to
find things in church. At the end they were given a
sweet (wrapped, of course) for taking part. They
were able to have a drink and wrapped cookie
afterwards and played in the meadow. Sebastian
and Harry Tibbitts did the Junior Server role.
9.30 Parish Eucharists We welcomed more
families on 13 June, and Sandra Lewis and I talked
with them about the names for the groups that
meet during worship and suggestions for new ones.
Sandra then spoke about different logos, and the
children made their own logos for their families.
We all had fun and it was good that Vera Edwards
was able to join us and help with the children. Anna
and Will McKenzie were acolytes for this service.
On 20 June, Frances Birkett and team did clay
modelling with the children’s groups in the hall,
which everyone enjoyed very much. Do look at the
photos from the services on the centre pages.
We are building up the Children’s Work Team once
more. Do let me know if you would like to help
in any way with children’s groups and activities.
At the time of writing, people intending to come
to services still need to let me know via email.
Family services We plan to start ‘St Paul’s @ 4’
again. Previously, it was limited to toddlers, but
we’re now planning to gear it to all ages, with
graded activities and opportunities for the older
ones to lead.
Western Church School We look forward to
welcoming children and staff to the Key Stage 2
Transition Service and the Year 6 Leavers’ Service
in July. Then there will be lots more opportunities
for pupils to visit both churches in the autumn
term.
Zoom meetings Olli Wilson-Smith and I recently
had a good get-together with the older Transition
group, all competing to fox Olli with difficult
general knowledge questions. But he seems to
have a good memory for this sort of information!
Future use of the renewed St Paul’s We continue
having discussions about how St Paul’s newly
refurbished building can be used for the church
and wider community, in relation to children and
families. Do let me know if you would like to put
forward any suggestions – perhaps something you
would like to see started, or something you might
yourself like to set up.
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Toddler group has re-opened!
An invitation! St Paul’s toddler group, for
families with children up to three years old, is now
open again every Friday, from 9.30 to 11 am at
St Paul’s parish rooms behind the church. Activities
include craft, playing with toys, games and doing
actions to songs. Refreshments are provided. It’s
running under current Covid guidelines, with an
aim to be outside all the time, weather permitting.
The hope is to run it as much as possible during
the holidays. Details will be on our website, at
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/babies-children/; on
Boo & Mummy on Facebook; and in the welcome
sheet. If you would like to attend, please contact
me and I will put your name down and send you
our Covid instructions.
An opportunity to help We’re thrilled to have
restarted toddler group at the end of June. If you
could help with this in any way, even just once a
month, that would be wonderful; do contact me.
Mary Copping, 07921 886016
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org

Planet protectors
Just published, a funny and
informative book for 7–9year-olds on looking after
the world and all its
inhabitants. In a lively,
entertaining style
theologian Ruth Valerio and
comedian Paul Kerensa
offer 52 fantastic ideas for
looking after the world –
from cycling more and
choosing fair-trade, to
taking shorter showers and recycling. There’s a
different challenge each week to inspire children
to join the fight for the planet’s future as they
learn about why it’s so important to care for the
environment and God’s creation.
With quirky illustrations throughout that are
perfect for colouring in, Planet Protectors is ideal
for those beginning to read independently. It’s also
a brilliant resource for parents and guardians to
open up conversations with children about
environmental sustainability.

Prayer for all creation
Dear Lord, we pray for the world and all of your
creation. We pray for all the wildlife still in need
of protection as well as the environment in which
they thrive. May we find time in our daily life to
help them. Amen.
Will McKenzie

From our elected representatives
Overseas aid
I am reportedly a ‘rebel’ again after backing our
0.7% official development assistance target – that
is, the policy whereby the UK spends 0.7% of gross
national income on overseas aid. Speaking in an
emergency debate in the Commons on the policy,
I looked back to a special event I organised many
years ago at St Paul’s. Shortly after I was first
elected (in 2010) I held ASKtheMINISTER to look
at our UK aid policy and how it would develop.
I would go on to hold the international health
brief at the Department of Health.

One area I highlighted in the debate was the fight
against HIV and AIDS in other parts of the world.
As a minister, and since, I have seen much of the
good work that we do. I was struck by an open
letter by a wide range of organisations working in
the field, published in a national newspaper last
month, expressing their fear that our generation
is setting the stage for a resurgence of the AIDS
pandemic. That sits at such odds with the
domestic progress we’ve made on HIV and the
recommendations of the HIV Commission.

I’ve attended G7 and G20 meetings on behalf of
our country and have seen how what the UK does
matters and how it influences others on the world
stage. Some might say we have an overblown sense
of our own importance in this area – and diplomacy
in general – but they’d be wrong. So for me, this is
a personal commitment and one I stand by. And to
be clear, the UK remains a big aid donor, one of the
most generous in the world.

Another area I wanted to highlight was somewhat
closer to home, a project previously funded
through the Department of Health element of the
Official Development Assistance budget. Hampshire
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and the University
of Winchester have, for some years now, obtained
funding to provide support for overseas projects
such as stroke services in West Africa as well as
paediatric maternity surgery and anaesthetic care
in several East African countries. It has been funded
thorough the Tropical Health and Education Trust,
which receives money through UK Partnerships for
Health Systems. We’re now seeking alternative
funding sources to maintain the programme.

The argument is whether we should make savings
from this budget and drop from 0.7 to 0.5% for a
period while we recover from the worst effects
of the pandemic. My judgement is we should
not. Every other G7 country is maintaining its
commitment and while the saving (some £4bn) is
a lot of money, it means a lot more to the places
it goes to help than it does to our relatively rich
nation. I am not blind to cost, however, and I am
not irresponsible in the face of public spending.
I know that to meet it, we have to make choices.
But it was a choice to make the pledge in the first
place, and it is a choice to keep it.

I concluded my contribution to the debate by
saying, ‘I am here to say what I think on behalf of
the people I represent, and I think we must return
to 0.7% as soon as possible. As I always say to
constituents who disagree with me on this subject
– and there will be many – charity does indeed
begin at home; it just does not end there.’
Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 10 June

New leisure centre and climate emergency forum
We hope that, like us, you’ve been enjoying the
fabulous spell of warm weather we’ve been having,
which really helps to lift the spirits. One of the most
notable events that took place recently was the
opening of our new Winchester Sports and Leisure
Centre. The facilities – which include a 50m pool,
training and hydrotherapy pools, climbing walls,
spin studio and gym – are really first class and it
has been a remarkable achievement to complete
this on time and in budget, especially given the
year we’ve just had. At the time of writing social
distancing is still in force, so numbers entering have
to be limited, but do go and take a look, and book
one of the activities on offer. The pool is amazing
and it’s particularly wonderful to use showers and
lockers that work and are squeaky clean!
We are aware that there are a number of issues
that still need to be resolved around safe and
pleasant cycling routes to the centre, for example,

as well as the provision of more cycle racks, and we
are working to fix these. Do get in touch if you have
any other concerns or comments to make.
Last year so much time and effort was spent, quite
rightly, on helping residents and businesses across
our district cope with the pandemic. Now that
we are beginning to emerge from its shadow we
are keen to kick-start our work on the climate
emergency. We will be setting up a forum to
capture views, ideas and actions to take forward so
that we can meet those very challenging targets we
set ourselves: for the Council to be carbon neutral
by 2024 and the district by 2030. We recognise that
the City Council can’t achieve these aims on its
own, so it is crucial that we engage and involve
others to help us along the way. More information
on this in a future magazine.
Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 10 June
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Classifieds

A McKerrell
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Domestic installer
PAT testing
No job too small. No call out fee.
aimsekai@gmail.com
07902 497728
General maintenance, handyman, painting and
decorating services also offered
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING
WINCHESTER
Flat roof specialists

THE LOG CABIN
FOR HIRE

Ring Harry
01962 860487, 07795 935202

Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired

Free estimates

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group
Ideal for children’s parties
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities
Fantastic large garden
To find out more and book go to
www.11thwinchester.org.uk

Blackwell & Moody
MADE-TO-MEASURE
SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
WITH A LOCAL SERVICE
For a FREE, no-obligation home
consultation, call Mike on
01962 710807 or e-mail
hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk
For more information: 160 Stockbridge
Road, Winchester SO22 6RN

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk

Monumental and general masons
Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road
Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476,
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net
Suppliers of new memorials • Existing
memorials renovated • Building restoration •
House signs and numbers • All stonework •
Professional advice
www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office,
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
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BLB private car hire
Airport, docks and longdistance transfers in
safety and luxury

Garden design
and construction

Will Ridpath
Over 20 years of creating
gardens to suit your needs

blbcarhire@gmail.com
07775 893146

07803 297563, 01794 514572
will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk
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Richard Steel & Partners
Family owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery
Continuing four generations of personal
family service since 1860
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk
with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at
Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU
We offer a choice of funeral plans

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH
and the local community
If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ
01962 830880
winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals.
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.
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Contact us
Parish Office, St Paul’s Church
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester
SO22 5AB, 844878
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3

Canon Peter Seal, Rector
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org
854849
M, Tu, W, Th

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest,
children/youth work co-ordinator
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant,
Building for Life project
administrator
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, Tu, Th
Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary
n.schulz@btopenworld.com
810509

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest
revneil@hotmail.co.uk
864910

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden,
St P’s
alexa.heady@gmail.com
841151

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy
officer
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org
855871
Alison Collins, electoral roll
officer
ajcero@btinternet.com
863739
Janet Bird, postal magazine
distribution
881173
(during Covid-19, handled by Katy
Palacio)
Maggie Brecknell, bookings to
attend Sunday services, St P’s
brecknell1@uwclub.net
856552

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Linda Russell-Smith, bookings to
attend Sunday services, St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s, Chair,
Building for Life project
bill@bill-lucas.com
Christopher Seaman, churchwarden,
St P’s
chrseaman@aol.com
849192

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, Website
safety and security officer,
www.stmatthewstpaul.org
St M’s
dwlknsn@hotmail.com
865705

Katy Palacio, parish
administrator, room bookings,
advertising
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, W, F
Ian Rees, organist, St P’s
ianrees212@gmail.com
07824 686147

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer
(children and adults)
dpbray@virginmedia.com
07786 837535
Jan Walley, parish visiting
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org
808441
Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk
624259
Linda Russell-Smith, flower
team co-ordinator,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584
Roberta Brockman, Acting
Chair, Friends of St Matthew
with St Paul
roberta@fabrock.plus.com
853088
Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Preschool supervisor
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolw
inchester.co.uk
07879 645600
All gifts gratefully received
Cheques payable to
St Matthew’s PCC
Sort code 55-81-26
Account 73264024

The marvellous vision of the peaceable Kingdom,
in which all violence has been overcome
and all men, women and children live in loving unity with nature,
calls for its realisation in our day-to-day lives.
Henri Nouwen

