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Two of our teenagers 
painting the clangers 
in St Matthew’s belfry 
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The bright field 

I have seen the sun break through 
to illuminate a small field 

for a while, and gone my way 
and forgotten it. But that was the 

pearl of great price, the one field that had 
treasure in it. I realise now 

that I must give all that I have 
to possess it. Life is not hurrying 

 
on to a receding future, nor hankering after 

an imagined past. It is the turning 
aside like Moses to the miracle 
of the lit bush, to a brightness 

that seemed as transitory as your youth 
once, but is the eternity that awaits you. 

R. S. Thomas 
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Letter from Mary Copping 

 
 

 Sunday services: September Bible readings 
5 September 
12 September 
19 September 
26 September 

James 2: 1–10, 14–17; Mark 7: 24–37 [p. 666] 
Isaiah 50: 4–9a; James 3: 1–12; Mark 8: 27–38 [p. 671] 
Proverbs 3: 13–18; 2 Corinthians 4: 1–6; Matthew 9: 9–13 [p. 1184] 
Numbers 11: 4–6, 10–16, 24–29; James 5: 13–20; Mark 9: 38–50 [p. 682] 

 
  

Hi, 

Peter Seal has retired. It is hard to believe that he is not here with us any more. It is very sad for us, 
but good for him and the family, and we wish him and Julia, with Katie, well on the next stage of 
their Christian journey. A blessing for Peter and the family from Numbers chapter 6: 

The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

I have worked with Peter for 20 years (I can’t believe it has been that long!) and have valued so 
much our good working relationship. I have learned so much from him and he has been a mentor, 
friend, teacher and guide. He was often the one to slow me down when I was wanting to rush into 
things – ‘Just press the pause button’, he would say. Even in the last days before he went, I was 
about to get involved in something and he said, ‘But that isn’t for you to do. Leave it for someone 
else.’ I will need to remember that in the time ahead. 

People have been asking me, ‘How are you going to manage?’ They’ve said, ‘You’re going to be so 
busy’, ‘Don’t take on too much’. My aim is to continue enjoying all that I am doing, enjoying the 
people I meet. But I’ll have to say no to some things that I would like to do but won’t have the time 
for. Someone reminded me that we’re losing a full-time person, so some things will have to go on 
pause for the moment; I’m hoping people will understand this. I am so grateful to be alongside Liz 
Stuart – we work really well together as a team – with churchwardens, the office staff, the PCC and 
so many volunteers who give of their time freely to benefit and bless the two churches and those 
beyond them. 

I work from the office at St Paul’s Church and so meet many people from the wider community who 
pop in. Some come in just to look, or to pray; some want to know about the refurbishment, as they 
may be planning one at their own church. All are amazed at what they see, and many say what a 
holy place it is. When we were applying for grants we would describe what we are aiming for as  
a ‘community hub’, and that is what we hope and pray it will become more and more. Similarly, 
when new people go into St Matthew’s they’re often amazed at what has been done, and feel a 
sense of holiness. 

These are both places where people can meet – on Sundays but also every day of the week – places 
where people can find God’s presence and peace, and find companionship. Let us continue to pray 
for our churches, asking God to show us all that he wants to do in them for many people in the 
weeks and months ahead. ‘For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope’ (Jeremiah 29: 11). 

Gradually coming out of this pandemic many are almost ‘shell shocked’ with what has happened to 
them. As God’s people, as God’s holy dwelling, we can be a shelter for those around us, a centre of 
peace, a support for the bruised and battered. We can go forward together in the presence of God 
and in the power of his name. 



4 |  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, William 
Buncombe, Becky Dunn, Bob and 
Elizabeth Harland, Julia Jones, Kate 
Morgan, Tom Mounsey, Phoebe, 
Jane Seal, Patricia Watts, Janis 
Williams, Vera Willnecker and 
David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Thomas Cole, Nora 
Harris, Barbara Mariner and  
Sheila Suter. 

Following Jean Gardner’s death in 
spring 2021, Fiona Grove and Ian 
Gardner write: The parish has 
played an important part in the  
life of the Gardner family. As well 
as attending as a family, Ian and  
I were baptised at St Matthew’s 

and attended Sunday school and 
youth group at St Paul’s. Ian sang 
in the choir, I was a server with  
Les Scott and was married in the 
church many years ago. Both of 
my sons were baptised there too. 
Mum and Dad and the input we 
received at St Paul’s certainly 
helped shape our own faith,  
which has led to our families being 
active members of the churches 
we attend. 

 
 
 
 
Violin and piano concert  On Sat 4 September,  
7 pm, Tom Jesty and violinist Ellabeth Little will be 
putting on a concert at St Mary’s, Twyford. These 
gifted young musicians will be playing Beethoven, 
Schubert, Brahms and Bériot. Tickets £10 on 
the door. 
 

On Sat 11 
September,  
10 am–6 pm, 

hundreds, or maybe thousands, of people will 
cycle, walk, run or drive to raise money for 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight’s historic churches 
and chapels. Participants seek sponsorship to visit 
as many churches on the yearly list as they wish; 
half the money they raise goes to the church of 
their choice and the rest to the Hampshire & the 
Islands Historic Churches Trust. Our parish has 
been the very grateful recipient of funds raised in 
this way, with a generous grant for Building for Life 
at St Paul’s, and before that supporting the new 
toilet extension at St Matthew’s. 

Volunteers will be welcoming Ride + Striders at both 
churches on 11 September. Offers of welcomers, 
please (even just for an hour), to Katy Palacio, 
844878, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 
The joy of prayer  A Zoom workshop for anyone 
who’d like to broaden their experience of prayer, 
led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan Spirituality 
Adviser: Thurs 16 September, 8–9 pm, ‘Praying  
with Stuff’ (praying with our whole selves, using 
everyday objects in various kinds of prayer). Book 
via wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org.  

St Paul’s Coffee Pot will be restarting in October. 
Look out for more details of this monthly coffee 
morning in next month’s magazine.  
 
Knitting package going off soon to the Mission to 
Seafarers  Jeanette Batt, who is kindly organising 
this, intends to send a parcel of knitting at the  
end of September. Please leave items at the back  
of St Matthew’s or at the parish office on Mondays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays. Jeanette proposes to 
despatch the next parcel in February to give  
time for knitting over the winter months.  
Patterns are available from the parish office  
or can be downloaded from 
https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/wp-
content/uploads/MtS-Knitting-Patterns.pdf.  
Many thanks to all who contribute. 
 
Wheeler Jones Trust  This tiny charity, which 
provides financial support to families and students 
in need within the parish boundaries of St 
Barnabas’ and St Matthew’s with St Paul’s, is 
seeking someone to do its annual accounts  
(quite a small job). Mike Russell-Smith, 
waldrons@ntlworld.com, and Dick Wilkinson, 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com, are trustees and would be 
able to give further information; offers of help to 
Revd Ed Dines, 07572 322011. 
 
Equal access to Covid vaccines  If you would like to 
help the most vulnerable people in all countries to 
be protected against Covid, you can donate to the 
vaccine alliance Gavi at 
https://covaxamc.ctdonate.org/index:payment.htm
l. 

  

Family feedback 

Notices 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs. This month they are by 
Helen Jesty, Jonathan Jesty, Sandra Lewis, Gill Longman, Henrietta Lucas, 
Adrian McKenzie, Denise McKenzie, Nick Page, Ursula Payne, Martin West 
and Pixabay’s Larisa Koshkina, Henryk Niestrój and OpenClipart-Vectors. 

https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/wp-content/uploads/MtS-Knitting-Patterns.pdf
https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/wp-content/uploads/MtS-Knitting-Patterns.pdf
https://covaxamc.ctdonate.org/index:payment.html
https://covaxamc.ctdonate.org/index:payment.html
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Beyond Ourselves 
Breaking the cycle of homelessness by enabling people to rebuild their lives 

Winchester Churches 
Nightshelter has provided a safe 
and caring temporary home to 
those experiencing homelessness 
since 1988. Founded by Churches 
Together in Winchester, it’s the 
only Nightshelter offering emergency 
accommodation to single homeless men and 
women in Hampshire. Open 365 days a year, it 
supports on average 100–150 people annually. 
There are ten bedrooms at the Jewry Street 
premises and eight more at two supported-housing 
projects in the area. 

Residents stay until more permanent 
accommodation is found to match their needs. In a 
typical year, this averages out at a stay of 75 nights. 
As well as accessing secure and comfortable 
accommodation and nutritious food, residents 
benefit from a wide-ranging programme of 
practical and emotional support to help them break 
the cycle of homelessness and rebuild their lives. 
Core services include one-to-one advocacy; help 
and support with housing; budgeting and finances; 
assistance with benefits; practical aid with food and 
nutrition; guidance for anyone with substance 
misuse problems; counselling and psychotherapy, 
plus much more. 

The Nightshelter’s work is vital, as homelessness  
is on the increase across England. According to 
figures published in February 2021 by the charity 
Homeless Link, estimates show an increase of 52% 
since 2010, with 2,688 people reckoned to be 
sleeping rough on any one night. This number 
doesn’t include the ‘hidden homeless’ or statutory 
homeless, so the real figure is probably much 
higher. 

In Hampshire there is an acute lack of housing 
support for those experiencing homelessness. Each 
year, an average of 150–300 people are turned 
away from the Nightshelter due to lack of bed 
space. This issue is compounded by a shortage of 
affordable housing locally. The average waiting 
time for a one-bed council property in Winchester 
for a non-priority need is 4 years 4 months; the 

average monthly cost in 2019 of a one-bed private 
rental in central Winchester was almost £800.  

Many homeless people have to cope with a raft  
of other problems. There is no single reason why 
someone can end up without a home – personal 
circumstances and wider factors both play a  
role. Common factors cited as contributing to 
homelessness are often complex and interlinked. 
They include relationship breakdown, mental and 
physical ill health, financial issues, unemployment 
and substance misuse. Individuals can arrive at the 
point of homelessness after a long chain of other 
life events. 

Early in 2020, data showed that at the point of 
joining the Nightshelter, 47% of residents suffered 
from alcohol addiction, 29% had previous 
convictions and 41% suffered from multiple 
disadvantages. 

Tackling homelessness effectively can only be 
achieved by partnership working and collaboration 
between charities and other organisations which 
can together address the wide-ranging and 
interlinked issues that relate to homelessness. 

Winchester Churches Nightshelter has been 
working closely with Winchester City Council and 
other local homeless agencies to develop strategies 
to ensure that it can continue to provide vital 
support to people experiencing homelessness 
during these challenging Covid times. There is a 
self-isolation room and much cleaning. With the 
support of St Clement’s Surgery, residents, staff 
and essential volunteers have been vaccinated. 
Nightshelter staff have also been reaching out to 
former residents by phone to check that they are 
coping and to give them reassurance. 

‘Support has been there even through Covid. 
Without the help I’ve received, I don’t know where 
I would be now. Maybe dead or in prison.’ 

Howard 

‘I meet with my Nightshelter Project Worker once a 
week. She has helped me to get on to the training  
I need to renew my lorry driving licence. Once I am 
in work again I can save up for somewhere to live.’ 

Nigel 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Information sourced from https://wcns.org.uk/

1 in 3 homeless people have attempted suicide 

7 out of 10 homeless people have a mental health problem 

79% of ex-offenders who are homeless are re-convicted within 1 year 

https://www.homeless.org.uk/facts/homelessness-in-numbers/rough-sleeping/rough-sleeping-our-analysis
https://wcns.org.uk/
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Eco Church 
A binding legal framework 

It’s inspiring to see how our Eco Church group has 
grown. Eco Church is about what each of us can  
do to cherish God’s creation, both as individuals 
and within our churches. While we are on the way 
to achieving the Silver Award, we have learned that 
as individuals there are limits to what we can do.  
It is still too difficult to make the right choices,  
like avoiding car travel without a decent bus 
infrastructure, or better insulating our homes with 
only limited funds available. 

Our government declared a Climate Emergency in 
2019 and has since set targets far in the future,  
well beyond the lifetime of this government. But 
will these be achieved? Or were they just set in 
order to gain political traction? For example, the 
government has already axed the Green Homes 
Grant scheme, after it was launched as part of Boris 
Johnson’s ten-point plan only last autumn. 

A binding legal framework is needed to make sure 
that actions will meet targets. The government’s 
proposed Environment Bill is far from ready, 
despite the promise in 2019. The Climate and 
Ecology Bill, initially launched as the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency (CEE) Bill last September, has 
been drafted by scientists, legal experts, ecological 
economists and environmentalists to reverse the 
climate and ecological breakdown we face. The bill 
asks the UK: 

 to take responsibility for its fair 
share of greenhouse gas emissions 

 to actively restore biodiverse 
habitats in the UK, and 

 to stop damage to the environment 
through the production, transport 
and disposal of the goods we 
consume. 

The CEE Bill includes many very important aspects 
that are missing in the draft of the Environment 
Bill: setting of annual interim targets, including the 
entire carbon footprint (including aviation, shipping 
and consumption of goods produced outside the 
UK); a legally binding nature target to halt and 
reverse its degradation and loss; and supporting 
people to find new jobs in a more sustainable 
economy, to just name a few. 

So far, the CEE Bill has been supported by over 100 
MPs from most political parties, 58 local councils 
and hundreds of organisations and businesses. But 
to pass, it will need the support of the majority of 
MPs. Hence, a CEE Bill Alliance has been launched 
to gather more support. There are many local 
alliances too, like the one here in Winchester. The 
idea is to demonstrate the number of individuals, 
organisations, councils and businesses that are 

standing behind this. The more who do, the easier 
it will be for the remaining MPs to sign up to it. 

It would help everyone make better choices 
individually if the government would support us 
with setting the right framework to achieve the 
targets for a sustainable future. It is for the sake  
of God’s creation – including our young people,  
and their children! 

If you would like to support the alliance yourself or 
you know a business or organisation that may be 
interested, go to https://www.winchceebill.info/  
to find out how to sign up. There is further  
detail about the content of the bill at 
https://www.ceebill.uk, or you can watch a video at 
https://youtu.be/rrxRzLILTeI. Please let me know if 
you think that our parish should sign up too. 

Max Priesemann, Eco Church Officer 

Bus Back Better, says WinACC 
The government has asked Hampshire County 
Council (HCC) to produce a Bus Service 
Improvement Plan to help more people to use 
buses. We would like HCC to include: 

1 More road space for buses  Reserve streets  
to help bus routes avoid traffic jams and 
interconnect across central Winchester, so it’s 
easy for everyone to get to the railway station 
and new leisure centre without using a car. 

2 Better bus services  Better routes, to more 
villages, and more frequent, reliable and 
quicker timetables to get people out of their 
cars. It needs to be easy to get to critical 
destinations such as places of work, hospitals, 
surgeries, schools, supermarkets and train 
stations, wherever you live. 

3 Affordable bus fares  The fares throughout  
the district are too high, and this is especially 
difficult for families and people on a low 
income. Cost should not prevent people from 
using the bus. 

4 Pollution-free buses  Buses must be greener. 
We would like to see electric buses wherever 
possible. 

5 Better bus connections  Bring in better bus 
stops and decent connections between buses, 
and with trains. Make it easy and pleasant to 
catch the bus by improving main bus stops – 
lighting, shelters, live information, cycle parking 
and good access footpaths. Alter timetables 
and routes so people can change easily 
between buses and onto trains on any journey 
around the district, and to neighbouring areas. 

We can all make choices to live lower-carbon 
lifestyles, like using our cars less, but sometimes  
we are limited by the reality of the systems we 
operate in. HCC could help set up better bus 
systems to make low-carbon travel a real option  
for more of us.  

https://www.winchceebill.info/
https://www.ceebill.uk/
https://youtu.be/rrxRzLILTeI
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Climate action now! 
It is difficult to avoid hearing about climate 
change in the media these days. We have 
seen fewer butterflies, swifts and swallows 
this summer. Perhaps, like me, you sadly 
accept that we are living through the start 
of a climate and ecological crisis that we 
can no longer ignore. Wildlife needs food 
and habitat if it is to survive, and people 
have the same needs. 

The government has recently declared a 6th carbon 
budget that would take the UK to net zero carbon 
emissions in 2050. A climate emergency was 
declared in Winchester District and in Hampshire  
in 2019. The question for many of us is, ‘What do  
I do?’ 

I suggest that talking about climate change in your 
community is a great place to start. It feels such a 
huge topic, but perhaps it would help your friends 
and neighbours to talk about how they feel about 
the crisis too. 

Out of so many actions we could take, what 
are the most important? Which will have 
the greatest effect in reducing climate 
change? You can find out the biggest 
sources of carbon emissions in your 
community on a new website: Impact | 
Community carbon calculator (impact-
tool.org.uk). Type in the name of your  

ward or parish and look at ‘consumption’ first (not 
territorial). It is well worth exploring this website. 

Parish Councillors in the district and community 
groups taking climate action were invited to join in 
Winchester Climate Action Network (WeCAN) this 
summer. Climate Action Days are being planned for 
the autumn. Please contact your parish council if 
you would like to take part in planning climate 
action to take your community on a journey to a 
zero carbon future. For further information see 
https://www.winacc.org.uk/wecan/. 

Clare Shorter, WinACC volunteer 
contactus@winacc.org.uk 

Our Green Team comments ... 
If you have read the updates above from our own 
Max Priesemann and from Winchester Action  
on Climate Change (WinACC), you may fear that  
the many environmental challenges facing  
our generations in coming years could prove 
insurmountable.  

But in our own lives, it really matters how we act  
as our Christian response to this growing crisis.  
All the daily changes we might make could simply, 
over time, gradually add up to something big 
enough. But will we make them? Government must 
help, as Max describes, and local parish councils, as 
Clare summarises; but waiting for them need not 
hold back our own actions.  

Soon, starting on Sat 25 September, there will be 
another Winchester Green Week, when WinACC, 
Churches Together in Winchester and others will  
be running events and publicising suggestions to 

encourage us to make changes in our daily lives to 
make them ‘greener’ and more sustainable. We in 
this parish will then celebrate a themed ‘Green 
Harvest Festival’ at its close, on Sun 3 October. 

So over these coming weeks, in the weekly 
welcome sheet, our Green Group will be suggesting 
actions, ideas, links and information about how to 
better fulfil our own Christian commitment to be 
stewards of this earth. Please consider during 
September what you could change. 

Later this autumn we’ll suggest and publicise more 
actions you might perhaps help with, parish-wide. 
We’re hoping that if we all play a small part, we can 
then achieve together the Silver Award status from 
A Rocha’s Eco Church scheme for our two churches’ 
overall environmental sustainability. 

Keith Jones, Green Group  

Delight in our beautiful home 
May our loving God, 

who created the world and all that is in it, 
inspire us to delight in our beautiful home, 

and to live in wonder, peace and joy. 
May our living God keep our hearts turned 

to loving our neighbour 
and to respecting the creation we share. 

Amen. 
 

Ash Vale Chapel Poetry Group 

https://impact-tool.org.uk/
https://impact-tool.org.uk/
https://impact-tool.org.uk/
https://www.winacc.org.uk/wecan/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/resources/show-the-love-prayer-2021/
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Faith development 
From Peter Seal’s farewell sermon  

I have a deep sense of thankfulness for the 
privilege of preaching here these past two decades. 
Thank you for being such attentive listeners.  

For me the word ‘holding’ has become increasingly 
important in my understanding of our relationship 
with God. I’m thinking of our prayers, and in 
particular our prayers of intercession – by which  
I mean, those times when we bring before God  
our needs, the needs of others and the needs  
of the world. It seems to me that an authentic 
understanding of intercessory prayer is rooted in 
the word ‘holding’. 

So, when we pray for anyone you could say that 
what we’re doing is holding them before God. 
Lifting them up, if you like. For me this is the most 
we can do. We embrace the one we’re praying for 
in a loving, kind, gentle, understanding, open 
embrace, and say something like: ‘Hello God, here  
I am praying for X. I’m holding her in my loving 
attentiveness before your loving attentiveness, 
knowing that you love her, that your purpose  
for her is best described as beauty, truth  
and goodness.’ 

And then, as it were, saying: ‘Lord, how this praying 
works, what it does, remains a deep mystery, but  
I know it’s worthwhile and that it makes a 
difference’. 

I encourage you to continue to be faithful in your 
praying as you hold before God your loved ones,  
all in need, and, of course, this your church family. 
And now I want to offer you three words which 
may perhaps be memorable and help you along the 
way in the coming months. 

The first is alongside. As you, the church family in 
this place, journey together I want to encourage 
you to continue to be alongside one another.  
That is, being there for one another, as pilgrims, 
and walking in the same direction. It’s well known 
that some of the best conversations take place 
when people are on a car journey or walking;  
it’s interesting that some of our deepest 
conversational connections take place when  
we’re not actually making eye contact.  

Countless pastoral phone calls during the pandemic 
bear witness to this. I encourage you to seek out 

ways of having these sorts of ‘alongside’ 
conversations together. They will bear much fruit. 
They will keep you strong in a united purpose. I’ve 
spent a huge amount of my time trying to keep 
people in the parish connected with one another, 
in touch with one another, aware of one another. 
Being alongside each other, moving in the same 
direction, will be a great strength. 

As you journey alongside one another, my second 
word is listen. Again, this sounds easy, but it’s 
actually very hard. Listening is an art form, 
something to be worked at and practised. We all 
know those rare times of feeling that we’ve been 
really listened to, and what a positive experience 
this is.  

Really listening to someone affirms and accepts 
them, and takes them seriously at the very deepest 
level. Similarly, when we experience being really 
listened to we feel affirmed, accepted and taken 
seriously. Attentive listening hears the music 
behind the words. Really listening to one another  
in the coming months will save lots of possible 
misunderstandings and again bear much fruit. 

And thirdly, kindness. We know from personal 
painful experience what unkind words and actions 
do to us, sometimes at a very deep level and 
possibly for a very long time. Like me you may 
remember your mother saying something like, ‘If 
you can’t think of anything kind to say, don’t say 
anything at all’. 

Words rooted in kindness will necessarily be 
affirming and positive. They will be designed to 
build someone up rather than knock them down. 
Sentences like: ‘I really like the way you …’ ‘Thank 
you for your special gift of ...’ ‘I realise just how 
hard you must be working …’ I go on discovering 
that all our human relating, and particularly as 
members of a church family, is profoundly simple, 
and at the same time requiring all our efforts  
of sensitivity. 

So finally, and in conclusion: dear friends, keep on 
saying your prayers – that is, holding each other 
before God. And three words for pilgrims on a  
new stage of our respective journeys: alongside, 
listen, kindness. 

  

Three words for pilgrims 
on a new stage of our 
respective journeys: 

alongside, listen, kindness. 
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Living each day in solidarity 
Reflections by Peter Millar, former warden of Iona Abbey 

I wrote these words on 6 August thinking, with 
many others, that on this date the world Church 
commemorates the Transfiguration of Christ,  
and that on this day people around the world 
remember the atom bombs falling from the skies 
upon the Japanese people. 

On 6 August 1945 the first bomb fell on the city of 
Hiroshima and on 9 August the second bomb fell on 
the city of Nagasaki. It is estimated that between 
129,000 and 226,000, mostly civilians, died on 
these two dates. 

We now know that hundreds of thousands more 
Japanese people became terminally and critically  
ill in the days and months after the bombs  
were dropped. 

And as we remember them and their loved ones, 
we give thanks for all those who today are giving of 
their time, energy and imagination to the abolition 
of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction. Surely this is a work of goodness and 
love throughout our world, a shooting star of light, 
whatever our understanding of life may be. 

 
  

In these times of huge global change 
we ask you – the living God, Mother and Father of all – 

that we may live each precious day in solidarity 
with street children everywhere, 

with local forest workers trying to save the trees 
and the wildlife within them, 

with those driven from their country 
and with nowhere to rest their head at night, 

with those trying to rebuild a small damaged hut for their family, 
with those battling fires and floods and ruined homes, 

with political activists standing bravely against totalitarian regimes, 
with already poverty-stricken families facing new levels of struggle, 

with those working every day to save our endangered species. 
 

And with those in every country on our shared planet 
who know well the uncertainties and challenges of today, 

but who also deeply believe that hope is not dead but alive, 
that we can work together creatively 

and with rearranged wisdoms in place for a new world order, 
that even one person can change the way millions of us think and act, 

that tyrants can be overthrown, 
that moral courage can reappear in whole populations, 

that ‘lasting global justice’ and ‘simpler lifestyles’ 
are not figments of our imagination, 
and that active love and compassion 

remain firmly in place at the heart 
of our expectant, aware, connected human family 

in all of its magical variety and mind-blowing inventiveness. 
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Farewell lunch 
for staff and 

churchwardens 

Triptych gift 
from Milli 
McGregor 

and the 
children 

The Seal family 

Flowers 
matching our 

parish logo 
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Peter’s final 
service 

… and farewell 
lunch 
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Children’s and youth work update 
Goodbye and thank you  We are all so sorry that 
Peter Seal has left. We have a lovely film of the 
children thanking him and saying their goodbyes, 
and we hope it will bring Peter happy memories of 
us all at St Paul’s. The film is on the parish website 
for a while, and on our YouTube channel. Do watch 
it – it may bring a tear to your eye! 

9.30 Sunday Eucharist  At the Family Eucharist on  
1 August, children/young people did the reading 
and led the prayers for us, and it was great to see 
them involved in the service once more. It has been 
good to see families coming back to church, though 
many have been away on holiday or visiting friends 
over the summer. 

On 15 August Sandra Lewis helped the children 
make a collage of waving hands, with ‘Goodbye 
Peter’ written on it (see p. 10). Artist Milli 
McGregor and others worked with the children 
during his final service in the parish, on 22 August, 
to make a piece of art for Peter to take with him to 
his new home. 

Family services  We held an afternoon service for 
all ages before the end of the summer term and the 
children enjoyed talking about different stories to 
do with water in the Bible. They then made clay 
models of things found in the sea. We sang some 
action songs and the children said prayers. We’re 
planning to run two of these services a month. The 
first is on 12 September at 4 pm and has the title 
‘Welcome back’. It will be partly in church, partly  
in the meadow, aimed at all ages. Dates for future 
services will be in the welcome sheet; generally 
they will be on the second and fourth Sundays of 
the month at 4 pm. 

Toddler group  This has been going really well, and 
we’re grateful now to have a good team of helpers. 
I try to be there on most Fridays and have had 
some really interesting conversations with people 
about their lives. It has been lovely to have the 
meadow for the children to play in, as well as using 
the parish rooms. People have commented that 
they enjoy being there and feel safe and relaxed. 
Many thanks to all who enabled the group to 
continue throughout the summer holidays. 

Western Church School  Sadly, because of children 
having to isolate, the planned Year 6 leavers’ 
service in St Paul’s couldn’t go ahead. However, 
each of the children still received a copy from us of 
It’s your move, published by Scripture Union, which 
describes making the transition from primary to 
secondary school. In their role as foundation 

governors, Vicki Tibbitts and Helen Jesty are 
organising for some from our congregations to go 
into Western regularly to hear children read – a 
really good new connection with our church school. 
This coming term we look forward to welcoming 
classes to visit and look round both churches. I’ll be 
taking assemblies at the school again and will also 
have ‘walkabouts’ occasionally, as Peter did, which 
helps develop links of trust and friendship with the 
children and staff. 

Westgate Lower School  The headteacher has been 
in touch with me asking if I would like to lead some 
assemblies, which I am very pleased to do; I’ll take 
one each half of term. 

Peter Symonds College  Lucy Edevane, Deputy 
Principal, has been in touch asking if I would be 
part of a multi-faith student group, to which I have 
happily said yes. Peter took me round the college 
to show me the places he used to visit on his 
walkabouts there, and I plan to do the same. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award  We have had three 
young people doing voluntary work with the parish 
for their Duke of Edinburgh awards: Peter and 
Bryony Lucas (see p. 13) and Thomas Kettlewell. 
They have been very helpful in both churches and 
in the grounds. Many thanks to them for all their 
good work. 

Zoom meetings  Olli Wilson-Smith and I will 
continue to have Zooms with the older Transition 
group, as they appreciate them and love trying to 
outwit Olli with their quiz questions! 

We are planning to use St Paul’s newly refurbished 
church more and more for the church and wider 
community, in relation to children and families.  
Do let me know if you would like to put forward 
any suggestions – perhaps something you would 
like to see started, or something you might yourself 
like to set up. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org  
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Fighting giant cobwebs ... 
... in St Matthew’s belfry has been the scariest part 
of our volunteering for our Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
award, so far. We’re helping our two churches for a 
year and we’ve already done some very interesting 
and memorable jobs. 

In the belfry, the architect wanted the cobwebs 
and dust removed, and the clappers on the bells re-
painted (see front cover). Nick Page and Gary 
Ruffell gave us the tools and got us up there, but it 
is a really small space in the belfry and you have to 

wriggle under and around beams which hold the 
bells. So we were the ones doing the work! We will 
be back up there again soon, removing old wire 
mesh and putting up new mesh to keep birds out  
of the belfry.

At St Paul’s we’ve 
helped Mary 
Copping with sorting 
out the children’s 
cupboards, and we 
carried a lot of stuff 
from the temporary 
parish office to the 
church’s new aisle 
cupboards. Then  

we helped Michael 
Joseph with sanding 
and filling holes  
in the parish rooms 
to make the walls 
ready for 
redecoration – that 
was a really dusty 
job. Some less dusty jobs have been delivering 
leaflets and learning how to operate the sound 
system. It’s really interesting finding out how much 
practical work has to be done at the churches, and 
how many people volunteer their time to help  
with this. 

For the rest of our Gold D of E, we’ve done a really 
challenging expedition in Snowdonia, climbing 
Snowdon and wild camping for three nights, boiling 
lake water for all our water. Bryony’s other 
activities are piano and walking, while Peter’s are 
magic skills and skateboarding. 

Peter and Bryony Lucas 

Clarendon Way walk, in memory of Chris Pile 
Saturday 18 September 2021 

As in previous years we will be leaving from 
Winchester Cathedral at 8 am and arriving at 
Salisbury Cathedral approx. 5 pm. There will be the 
option for walkers to join us for the whole distance 
(approx. 24 miles/56,000 steps), half of it (either 
Winchester to Broughton or Broughton to 
Salisbury) or a quarter (Winchester to Farley Mount 
/ Farley Mount to Broughton / Broughton to Pitton 
/ Pitton to Salisbury). 

This year the walk will be in aid of Friends of the 
Family, which supports local children and families 
overwhelmed by family life, and Hampshire & the 
Islands Historic Churches Trust, who have been so 
generous with grants to our building projects. 

We have named the walk in memory of Chris Pile, 
who died earlier this year. He was a keen walker 
and it will be the first time he won’t be present at 
some stage en route since it became an annual 
tradition at St Paul’s. We still use a photocopy of 

his handwritten, meticulously detailed route and 
timings to guide us to our various check points, rest 
points and then get to Salisbury on time. 

We will also miss Peter Seal’s enthusiasm, 
encouragement, conversation, companionship, 
guidance/navigation and pace-setting, but will do 
our best to follow in his 
footsteps (literally). 

Please do join us! It is a 
wonderful opportunity 
to talk to people you 
know, or don’t yet 
know, and enjoy 
beautiful countryside. 
And it is great exercise! 

For more information, please contact Harriet Hide, 
harrietbush@doctors.org.uk, or Adrian McKenzie, 
adrian@deeandage.com. 
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The Friends of St Matthew with St 

Paul have three events planned for the autumn. 

First, on Sat 25 September, 7.30 pm, followed by a 
glass of wine: a recital in St Paul’s by the Echo Choir 
from London; you may have seen the flyer for this 
enclosed in the July magazine, and if not, can pick 
one up from either of the churches. Echo is a 
recently formed small choir of young people who, 
before Covid, were establishing a reputation for 
excellent and innovative singing. They have a 
diverse repertoire, ranging from medieval to ethnic 
through classical to rock – to be performed from 
varying locations in St Paul’s. 

[Editor’s note: one of the choir members is the 
grandson of someone who has done a great deal 
for the parish and the Friends over many years.]

Next, on Sat 9 October, 7.30 
pm: ‘An evening with Liz 
Stuart’ at St Paul’s. A flyer 
with details is enclosed in 
the magazine. Do book early! The event is sure to 
be very popular. 

Finally, on a date in November yet to be 
announced: a third Readathon of nine hours in St 
Matthew’s. Six people will share the reading of the 
whole of the Psalms and Isaiah. Details will be 
announced in the October magazine. 

Enquiries on all these events to Geoffrey Burnaby, 
865432, birchmore1@talktalk.net, please. Katy 
Palacio is handling bookings: 844878, 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

  

The Friends 

A lovely tribute to Peter 
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From our elected representatives 
Healthcare and climate commitments 

Parliament has recently been debating a major new 
Health and Care Bill. Drawing on my experience,  
I have been highlighting the need to address  
long-term structural gaps in staffing to back up 
commitments made in the NHS ten-year plan and 
to tackle the NHS Covid backlog. We have years of 
workforce challenge to face, and it is THE big ticket 
item on the desk of the new head of NHS England, 
Amanda Pritchard. As the Commons returns for  
the autumn term, I and others are calling for  
a requirement on the government to publish 
modelling of the future supply of the entire health 
and care workforce; and I reiterate my belief in an 
immigration policy that recognises, not curtails, the 
unique circumstances across health and social care. 

On primary care, I welcome the formal creation of 
new Integrated Care Systems (which will remove 
the silos that exist) and feel we need them to 
realise their potential fast. What do I mean by that? 
General Practice needs to embrace the wider 
primary care family, and that means realising the 
potential of community pharmacy, ophthalmology 
and dental services as vehicles of prevention as 
much as treatment. 

And moving upstream of the Bill, I am clear it has to 
be all about prevention. We hear regularly now talk 
of a waiting list touching 13 million people, but we 
hear less of addressing poor health at source. So I 
enthusiastically support measures in the legislation 
to face up to the obesity challenge – driving as it 

does incidence of cancer, heart disease and 
diabetes among others. 

Secondly, the back end of 2021 is going to be 
dominated by the COP26 climate summit in 
Glasgow this November. It’s a landmark moment 
and I hope to be there working with colleagues 
from the Conservative Environment Network. At 
COP26, we will (among other things) ask countries 
to commit to net zero by mid-century with more 
ambitious nationally determined contribution 
targets for 2030, and to urgently protect and help 
adapt our communities and natural habitats from 
the destructive effects of climate change. As part of 
my local COP, I am conducting a major Green 
Winchester survey which you can complete at 
https://www.stevebrine.com/greenwinchester. 

And finally, it was a 
pleasure to get a chance 
to say a proper thank you 
and farewell to Peter 
Seal at a special event to 
mark the completion of 
the Building for Life 
project at St Paul’s. I love 
what you’ve done with 
the old place and look 
forward to many events – and moments of worship 
– there with you in the years to come. 

God bless, 
Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 29 July 

Flooding and phone masts 
We hope you’ve managed to enjoy the summer 
and, even though the weather may not have lived 
up to its earlier promise, that you were able to take 
a break from the pressures of everyday life. 
Certainly some of our residents, especially those 
living in Cranworth Road, have not had an easy 
time! They were devastated when, for the second 
time in less than a year, their homes were flooded 
by the extraordinary weather we have experienced 
in recent months. Understandably, they are at their 
wits’ end and are looking for action to ensure that 
it doesn’t happen again. We are pressing the 
County Council, which is the authority responsible 
for flood alleviation, to publish a report into the 
previous incident so that lessons can be learned. 
We will keep you informed of its findings. 

On a happier note, together with objections from 
neighbours, we’ve had some success in defeating 
not one but three planning applications for very 
large mobile phone masts at inappropriate 
locations within the St Paul ward. The first one was 
on the area of open space at Airlie Corner, right on 

the boundary of the ward, which would have 
completely spoiled the views from Cromwell Road 
and the surrounding area. The other two were near 
the station and, had they been given approval, 
would’ve been not only unsightly and inappropriate 
being adjacent to a conservation area, but also 
would have made the pavement very narrow.  

Also near the station, you may have noticed that 
the former Register Office has been given a lick of 
paint and, at the time of writing, has scaffolding 
around some of it. We are reliably informed that  
at long last a new tenant will be moving in  
soon. This is really good news, especially as we 
campaigned to save the building from development 
and have argued for some time now that it should 
be brought back into use. 

As always, if you have a burning issue you would 
like help with, or any comments to make, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with us. 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 16 August  

https://www.stevebrine.com/greenwinchester
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 
WINCHESTER 

Flat roof specialists 
 

Ring Harry 
01962 860487, 07795 935202 

 
Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  

Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 

 
 
 

Free estimates 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.or
g 
855871 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s, Chair, 
Building for Life project 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org 
808441 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll 
officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St 
Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower 
team co-ordinator,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, 
safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 Website: 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

Bless to us, O God, this time – this fleeting hour, 
this window for eternal uses to shine upon the temporary, 

this blink of time when we stand back 
to see the pattern of our days, 

this chance to remember we are blessed beyond belief. 

Revd David Ogston 


