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Services 
Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Eucharist on 1st Sunday of month St Paul’s  

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 10.30 
am; for the link, contact Mary Copping, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot: pop-up café on the 
second Wednesday of the month, 10 am–
noon in St Paul’s; all welcome 

 Tuesday homegroup: planning to 
reconvene; new members welcome; 
please contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in 
the parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting fortnightly, 
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter and 
Irene Casey, 808776 

 Volunteering opportunities: many types, 
from sound system operator to helping 
the toddler team, baking to buildings 
maintenance; contact Maggie Brecknell, 
856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family Eucharist 
at St Paul’s for all ages with DIY crèche and band 
(opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist at St 
Paul’s with activities for children and young people 
plus a DIY crèche 

 family services: 4 pm short, informal, all-age worship 
with craft activities, generally on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation: for those at secondary 
school  

 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the 

parish rooms, with play, crafts and songs 
 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school age, 

five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm in St Paul’s Hall 
 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from Liz Stuart 

 
 

 Sunday services: October Bible readings 
3 October 
10 October 
17 October 
24 October 
31 October 

1 Timothy 6: 6–10; Matthew 6: 25–33 [p. 724] 
Psalm 90: 12–17; Hebrews 4: 12–16; Mark 10: 17–31 [p. 694] 
Isaiah 35: 3–6; 2 Timothy 4: 5–17; Luke 10: 1–9 [p. 1191] 
Psalm 19: 7–14; 2 Timothy 3: 14–4: 5; John 5: 36b–47 [p. 727] 
Wisdom 3: 1–9; Revelation 21: 1–6a; John 11: 32–44 [p. 706] 

 
  

Dear friends, 

The situation in Afghanistan once again challenges us to think about how we welcome and care  
for those fleeing from violence and fear. This is an issue on which both the Hebrew and Christian 
scriptures are unambiguous. The Hebrew scriptures exhort the ancient people of Israel to treat the 
stranger/alien with courtesy, generosity and hospitality and to remember that once they too were 
strangers in Egypt. Jesus tells his followers in the parable of the sheep and the goats that insomuch 
as they feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty and welcome the stranger they are doing all this to 
Jesus himself. 

From a Christian perspective, then, refugees have a particular claim upon our compassion. People 
fleeing from fear are often feared; people who are victims of terrorism are often suspected of  
being terrorists; people who seek a new life in which to flourish in freedom are often depicted as 
spongers off the state. But to God these people are special and precious and to be welcomed with 
open hearts, minds and tables. Refugees are among the bravest people in the world, and they 
deserve our respect. 

A new type of refugee has been created in the last few years: the refugee from climate change. This 
is the time of the year when the Church turns its mind with particular intent towards creation. 2021 
sees the UN climate change conference COP26 taking place in Glasgow in October and November. 

Again, the Hebrew and Christian scriptures are clear that the land and its creatures belong to God 
and need to be cared for and not exploited or destroyed. Both the refugee and the earth require  
us to make room in our lives for something/someone other than ourselves. The focus of our lives 
cannot just be ourselves. It must also be the common good and the world that we will leave for 
future generations. 

Unless we as individuals and as communities do something to address climate change any of us, in 
any part of the world, could soon find ourselves refugees from a ravaged and chaotic nature. If we 
would do anything to save our children and grandchildren from such a fate, then we must act to 
prevent it. But we should also act in solidarity with those who could not be saved from such a fate 
and find themselves strangers in an unfamiliar land.  

Winchester famously inspired the poet John Keats to write his ‘Ode to Autumn’. Keats praises this 
season as a time of abundance, softness and particular sounds. Autumn, he says, is a ‘close bosom-
friend of the maturing sun’. The theologian Don Cupitt has pointed out that the sun on which our 
life depends gives out its heat and its light as it dies. 

At this time of year as so much of nature dies, perhaps our own thoughts turn to death. We all will 
die, but like the sun we can choose to get there generating warmth, heat and life and giving life to 
others. Like nature, we can be abundant and resplendent in our turning towards the end by caring 
for others – particularly the stranger among us and the earth which is our common, fragile home. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

Congratulations to Pat Robinson, 
who celebrated her 100th birthday 
in August, and to Peter and Irene 

Casey on the birth of twin 
grandsons Edward and Oliver in 
September. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Freddy Bull, 
William Buncombe, Becky Dunn, 
Bob and Elizabeth Harland,  
Julia Jones, Kate Morgan, Tom 

Mounsey, Phoebe, Jane Seal, Sonia 
Walker, Patricia Watts, Janis 
Williams, Vera Willnecker and 
David Wilson.  

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Jean Lambert. 

 
 
 
 
Southern Voices concert at St Paul’s, Sat 2 October, 
7 pm. The chamber choir presents a varied 
programme including Handel, Stanford, Whitacre 
and Rutter which illustrates the joy of singing and 
commemorates all adversely affected by Covid. 
Tickets from www.ticketsource.co.uk/southern-
voices or on the door, £10/children £1. 
 
Rise to the moment  Churches Together in 
Winchester, Winchester Cathedral and Winchester 
Green Week invite you to a special service at the 
cathedral on Sun 3 October, 3.30 pm, entitled ‘Rise 
to the moment’. The service will celebrate the work 
of Green Week and will provide an opportunity for 
churches to show their commitment to a greener 
world. It will be attended by civic representatives 
and it is hoped it will send a clear statement to the 
gathered public that our churches, hand in hand 
with the city, care greatly for the future of this 
precious planet. 
 
The joy of prayer  A Zoom workshop for anyone 
who’d like to broaden their experience of prayer, 
led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan Spirituality 
Adviser: Thurs 7 October, 8–9 pm, ‘Colour  
and Doodles’ (experimenting with the use of  
colour in reflection and prayer, and trying  
Bible doodling). Book via 
wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org.  
 
St Paul’s Coffee Pot is restarting on Wed 13 
October. This pop-up café will now be held on the 
second Wednesday of each month, 10 am–noon in 
St Paul’s Church. Please come along for great 
coffee, homemade cake and good company. All  
are welcome. We’re looking for volunteers to  
help in various ways, including baking, so if you’re 
interested please get in touch with Harriet Hide, 
07790 957990, harrietbush@doctors.org.uk. 

Knitting for Mission to Seafarers  Please keep 
knitting, but hold onto your hats! The Mission to 
Seafarers have a backlog of hats and are unable to 
take any more at present so Jeanette Batt, who is 
kindly organising this, asks if you can keep them at 
home for the time being. She intends to despatch 
the next parcel in February to give time for knitting 
over the winter months. 
 
New method of recycling plastic bottle tops   

From now 
onwards, please 
screw the tops 
back on your 
bottles at home 
and put them 
in Council 
recycling. We’re 
grateful we’ve 

had the opportunity to encourage local recycling 
and at the same time contribute funds raised to 
local children’s charities – first Friends of Lanterns 
and then Naomi House. But the collection service 
from Winchester has now stopped. Many thanks to 
Katy Palacio and Mary Copping for all the time and 
effort that went into this ‘green’ initiative. 
 
Donations of money for Afghan evacuees  
Churches Together in Winchester have written to 
ask for money to help provide essential clothing for 
those airlifted out of Afghanistan. While people 
have been generous and a lot of clothes have 
already been donated, many essential items are 
completely missing and urgently need to be 
bought. Cheques can be made out to Churches 
Together in Winchester and sent to Peter 
McManus, CTW Treasurer, c/o St Peter’s, 
Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY. 

  

Family feedback 

Notices 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs. This month they are by 
Mary Copping, Heather Ellis, Jan Falkingham, Adrian McKenzie, Ursula 
Payne, Chris Valentine and Pixabay’s geralt, Sophie Janotta and vjgalaxy. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/southern-voices
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/southern-voices
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Recruiting a new rector 
Over the past few weeks churchwardens and clergy 
have met with Archdeacon Richard Brand and with 
Bishop David Williams, who will be leading the 
recruitment process. The meetings have been 
extremely positive. We are pleased to say that the 
diocese has approved that the recruitment process 
can begin immediately. 

Next steps include finalising our parish profile and 
holding a special PCC meeting during October to 
approve it, as well as electing two representatives 
to sit on the interview panel with Bishop David. 
Once this is done, and once the bishop has 
approved the profile, we will advertise later in  
the autumn. 

If all goes smoothly, we will interview candidates 
early in 2022 with the hope that we might have  
a new rector by September 2022. The most 
important thing is to get the right person, who  
feels called by God to lead our parish and who we 
believe understands us and matches our needs. 
Sometimes it is necessary to run a second interview 
process if not successful first time. 

We will seek to involve the congregation and staff 
and children at Western Church School in the  
wider interview process, which will be spread over 
two days. 

Mary Copping, Liz Stuart and churchwardens 

The Friends 
The Friends of St 
Matthew with St 
Paul’s Readathon 
will take place in St 
Matthew’s Church 
on Sat 6 November, 9 am–6 pm. All 

the Psalms, followed by the whole of Isaiah, will be 
read in half-hour contributions by Stephen Adam, 
Irene and Peter Casey, Anne Odling, Chris Sharp 
and Dick Wilkinson. 

We invite you to call in at St Matthew’s for a few 
minutes at any time during the day, to support  
the readers and to listen to some of the text.  
We also invite you to sponsor either the event or 
one individual reader; sponsorship forms will be 
available at both churches. Money raised will 
contribute to a maintenance fund for our buildings. 

Don’t forget ‘An evening with Liz Stuart’ at St Paul’s 
on Sat 9 October at 7.30 pm ... and don’t leave it till 
the last moment to buy tickets from Katy Palacio! 
She can be contacted on 844878, 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org, or in person at the 
parish office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Geoffrey Burnaby, birchmore1@talktalk.net 

Thank you message 
We all want to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who made our last Sunday so very memorable.  
It was special in many, many ways. The warmth of 
affection and gratitude touched us deeply and will 
help carry us into the future. 

We want to thank you in particular for the most 
moving messages in the lovely memory book  
and for so many cards. The holding crosses are 
close to each of us as we journey, along with the 
magnificent oak bird nesting box which will soon 
find a suitable place, and the garden vouchers  
both from St Matthew’s and from Western School, 
to buy a tree or two. Thank you for your most 
generous cheque – this will be such a help as we 
spend the coming months making our house a 
home. We will probably use it towards a garden 
room, which will be so useful and provide a space 
where I can do my one-to-one work. 

The move went very well. Chaos, of course! And 
boxes everywhere, but there’s no rush and we are 
enjoying the good weather. 

We have a lasting and very happy memory of the 
church family of St Matthew’s and St Paul’s – the 
lunch was a banquet, a celebration and a setting 
out into the future. It was such a thrill to see the 
renewed St Paul’s being a wonderfully generous, 
hospitable space. 

This comes with huge thanks, our love and 
assurance of our prayers, 

Peter, Julia and Katie Seal 

Development Officer job 
Are you good at research, marketing and managing 
events? Are you comfortable in using social media? 
Do you think you 
could help us 
develop the use  
of our enhanced 
facilities with  
their wonderful 
acoustics? Our 
modernised St Paul’s 
Church is now an 
exciting space for 
concerts, exhibitions, 
seminars, 
presentations and meetings. We need someone  
to develop a strategy for its use, who can create 
marketing materials and who can carry both into 
action. Perhaps you know somebody who might  
be ideal for this job? Initial six month appointment 
for up to 20 hours per week, c. £14 per hour. Find 
out more and download an application form at 
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/development-officer-
job-opportunity/. Closing date: Fri 15 October. 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/development-officer-job-opportunity/
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/development-officer-job-opportunity/
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Eco Church 
Just what is COP26? 

There is much talk about COP26, 
but who knows what it stands for? 
Climate of the Planet? No. And 
why 26? 

COP stands for the ‘Conference of 
the Parties’, and is the 26th such 
event since the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change was signed at the 
1992 Earth Summit in Rio by 197 
nations (parties). Since it came 
into force it has been an annual 
meeting since 1995 except last 
year, when it was postponed due 
to Covid.  

A few of these COPs were more significant than 
others, like the Kyoto Protocol 1997 and the Paris 
Agreement 2015. So why is COP26 going to be 
important? Is it because it is hosted in the UK? Not 
really; firstly, it is co-hosted by Italy and the UK; 
and secondly, the first review since Paris was due 
last year. 

The Paris Agreement goal is to halt climate change 
below 1.5°C, as this would provide a chance: 
 to reduce the number of people exposed to 

climate change by several hundred million,  
 to reduce pressures on food security and 

health,  
 to better protect small islands from rising  

sea levels,  
 to cut extinction rates and try to save some 

coral reefs, and  
 to reduce the risk of irreversible melting of 

polar ice caps.  

Each nation agreed to sign its own targets as 
Nationally Determined Contributions and to pledge 
financial support for developing countries. 

In December, our government pledged a 68% 
reduction in carbon emissions by 2030, compared 
to 1990 levels, as recommended by the UK’s 
Committee on Climate Change. In April it 
announced that it would put into law 78% 
reduction of emissions by 2035, compared to  
1990 levels. 

However, there is a lot of scepticism fuelled by lack 
of detail as to how to achieve this. While some 
countries have stopped further extraction of fossil 
fuels, the UK plans to allow a new coal mine in 
Cumbria and the new Cambo oil field near the 
Shetland Islands. Contrary to the advice of the UK’s 
own Climate Change Committee, plans are being 
made to expand airports as well as a £27 billion 
road-building programme. A scheme to support 
home insulation was suspended only a few months 
after it was announced. 

The UK has a great chance to demonstrate 
international leadership. A majority are worried 
about climate change and would support a change 
in direction to try to keep it under control. Perhaps 
we can help our own MP and the government by 
demonstrating what we want them to do? 

Friends of the Earth say that the ‘window of 
opportunity to remain under the crucial 1.5 
degrees of planetary warming is getting smaller 
and smaller with each passing year’. In other 
words, we are running out of time for our leaders 
to act appropriately. 

Further information about COP26 can be found at 
https://www.winacc.org.uk/global-climate-
conference-cop26/ and 
https://eciu.net/analysis/infographics/cop26-
climate-infographic. 

Max Priesemann, Eco Church Officer   

Green reads 
Subtitled ‘The Young 
Human’s Guide to 
Protecting Earth and Each 
Other’, this book puts 
youth-led activism in the 
spotlight and provides 
tips for getting involved in 
the movement to create a 
greener, fairer world. 

The science on the climate crisis 
has been clear for decades, so 
why haven’t governments acted 
with the urgency required to 
deal with it? Dr Rebecca Willis 
explores why climate heating  
is such a challenge for 
governments, and how we can 
help bring about change. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://www.winacc.org.uk/global-climate-conference-cop26/
https://www.winacc.org.uk/global-climate-conference-cop26/
https://eciu.net/analysis/infographics/cop26-climate-infographic
https://eciu.net/analysis/infographics/cop26-climate-infographic
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All creation will be made whole 
To be prayed once – or many times – as the UN talks draw close 

Lord you are God; we ask you to forgive and transform the greed within and around us. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We have been like a wild donkey wandering alone. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We have sold ourselves to greed and plenty; we have spurned need in others and sufficiency for ourselves. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We have been unfaithful to your ways; yet you who could destroy are faithful; 
great is your faithfulness, stretching to all the earth. 

Lord, have mercy. 
We have not loved as you love; bloodshed has followed bloodshed, and the land has dried up; 

your love is all-embracing, restoring, freely given and unending. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We have not acknowledged you; yet your name alone is holy and is the name above all names. 
Lord, have mercy. 

In knowledge of your faithfulness, love and holiness, we grieve, we weep and you weep. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

As surely as the sun rises, you will appear; you will come to us like the winter rains, 
like spring rains that water the earth, and in you all creation will be made whole. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Make us bringers of your peace. May the land be restored. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
May the beasts of the fields and the birds of the sky and the fish in the sea thrive and rejoice in their maker. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
May your kingdom come, in me, and through us all. 

Amen. 

Prayer as COP26 approaches 
As COP26 approaches (it’s taking place in Glasgow 
31 October–12 November), how do we feel about 
climate change and its effects on the world? Are  
we hopeful, noticing the many people who care 
and the positive steps that are being taken? Or are 
we somewhat overwhelmed by the scale of the 
challenge our planet faces? 

It’s easy to feel insignificant and daunted; but as a 
church community we’re able to come together to 
act and to pray, joining with many, many other 
people of all faiths. We are able to help each other 
trust in God and seek his continuing transformation 
in us and in the world. 

Your Green group has been working in a number of 
ways, hoping to signpost some ideas and actions 
that could be helpful, as well as working on the Eco 
Church awards for both our churches. As this very 
important UN conference draws near, we have 
mapped out some ways in which we can help cover 
with prayer all those at the conference and its 
outcome. We invite you to join in with whatever 
attracts you. 

We have linked our parish to the Christian Aid prayer 
chain, which will continue until the end of COP26: 
we’re signed up to pray on Wednesday evenings 
around 8 pm. Do you feel called to spend a few 
minutes praying around that time, or any other time  
in the week? 

There will be pointers in the parish weekly prayer 
email, which was encouraged by Peter Seal, and is 
already received by over 30 people at St Matthew’s 
and St Paul’s. It has suggestions for prayers for each 
week, covering our church life and activities, those 
beyond ourselves whom we support, and the 
environment / climate change. In the weeks leading up 
to COP26, there will be specific prayer ideas focusing 
on the conference. If you would like to receive this 
email and join in praying with others in our church 
community in this way, each from their own home, 
please contact me on klvfreeman@aol.com. 

There will also be a prayer suggestion in each 
welcome sheet from 10 October until the end  
of COP26, and intercessions on Sundays through  
to the end of COP26 will include prayers for  
the conference.  

The Climate Sunday harvest thanksgiving service at 
St Paul’s on 3 October has been registered with 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, and the 
collective action of churches across Britain and 
Ireland will be presented at COP26.  

Kathleen Freeman, Green group 

Would you like to take part in the Green team 
(Kathleen Freeman, Norma Goodwin, Alexa Heady, 
Keith Jones, Max Priesemann, Liz Stuart and Sheila 
Wilson)? We are missing Peter! And we would 
welcome anyone who would like to contribute.  
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Walk carefully as you come here 

Walk carefully as you come here, for God is here before you. 

Walk humbly as you come here, for two or three are gathered. 

Walk softly as you come here, for the Spirit may speak in the silence of this place. 

As the downs cradle the valley floor, so may you be sheltered in God’s love for you. 

Jesus said, ‘Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest’. 

God, help me to leave behind the things that trouble me, and give me the peace of your presence. 

In such a place hear the silence, listen for the echoes of a thousand years. 

These walls have sheltered priests and people, the great and the humble, in joy and sorrow,  
in love and loss, in war and peace, in hunger and plenty, in sickness and health. 

As the seasons have turned and the centuries made their marks, this tiny church has cradled 
Christmas, Easter and Harvest; baptisms, weddings and funerals;  

high days, holidays and all the ordinary times between. 

It has been a place of worship, where babies have played and tussled, 
where men and women have worried and wept as well as been peaceful and happy, 

where the old have remembered, and looked forward to life hereafter. 

Almighty God and Father of us all, you have met your people here and heard them. 

Meet us now; hear us, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Faith development 
 

Be glad! 
Glad to be a friend. Glad to have a friend. Just be 
glad. 

So thought two women living on the east coast of 
America at the turn of the 19th century. So thought 
the 15-year-old John Milton in 1623, while still at 
school, whose version of Psalm 136 is still sung 
today: ‘Let us, with a gladsome mind, / praise the 
Lord, for he is kind; / for his mercies ay endure, / 
ever faithful, ever sure’. 

Lizette Reese, living in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1891 
wrote a children’s hymn which was widely sung in 
the 1940s, cheering us up during World War 2. 
‘Glad that I live am I; / that the sky is blue; / glad  
for the country lanes, / and the fall of dew. / After 
the sun the rain, / after the rain the sun; / this is 
the way of life, / till the work be done.’ 

But above all comes the ‘glad game’ played by 
Pollyanna. The book by Eleanor Hodgman Porter  
of New Hampshire was published in 1913 and has 
never been out of print. It tells the story of a little 
girl, Pollyanna, anxiously awaiting the arrival of a 
ship from Europe containing a parcel for her. She  
is bitterly disappointed to find that instead of the 

beautiful doll she has been expecting, her parcel 
contains a pair of crutches. Her clergyman father, 
to comfort her, suggests that she should be glad 
that she has no need for crutches. From then on, 
whenever faced with disappointment they play the 
‘glad game’. Try it! 

Pamela Peskett 

St Andrew’s welcome 
I have been licenced to this parish within self-
supporting ministry since 1977. Some of you will 
know that from 1974 to 1984 I was an Art and RE 
teacher at Montgomery of Alamein School, before 
it amalgamated with Danemark Girls’ School in 
1985 to become Kings’ School. From 1984 to 2010  
I was Deputy Headteacher. 

In recent years, the vast majority of the services  
I have taken have been St Matthew’s 8 am Holy 
Communion, at which I do a short ‘Thought for  
the Day’. Recently, I read to the congregation the 
text below, which they felt should be shared with 
everyone. It comes from the welcome sheet at  
St Andrew’s, Chilcomb – an Anglo-Saxon church 
well worth visiting, where I have led a number of 
services, including my daughter’s wedding. 

Revd Neil Birkett 
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Winchester Churches Christmas Project  
 
This interchurch project aims to help those in 
Winchester for whom Christmas can be a really 
difficult time. We show our Christian faith and 
witness in our help and care for those we visit.  

Well, who would have imagined back in early 
October 2020, with all of the year’s problems and 
restrictions, that last year’s Christmas Project could 
have turned out as well as it did? We were very 
encouraged that, despite the anticipated problems, 
70 volunteers from 13 different churches came 
forward, offering a range of skills and possibilities. 
As usual, they were amazingly thoughtful and 
creative in their planning! We were really pleased 
that we were able to help almost as many folk  
as in 2019: 33 families (47 adults and 74 children),  
6 single people and 6 young people. 

All of us greatly missed the usual personal contact 
and shopping trips with families, but we did what 
we could. We do know that we made a difference. 
Here are some comments we have received  
from agencies: 

The generosity made [Mum] cry with delight and 
relief. 

She has been in touch with her volunteer and is 
totally overwhelmed with the generosity of the 
Christmas Project. She says she can now have a 
Christmas after all!! 

We would like to thank you for thinking of our 
[clients] at Christmas. They were quite overcome 

with your generosity and liked the feeling that 
people were thinking of them. 

And from a family: 

The Christmas Church Project is amazing. I can’t 
express how much it helped me over the Christmas 
period with some presents for the kids and extra on 
the gas to keep warm, having heating on. 

We hope that this year’s project will be more 
‘normal’. We will be contacting volunteers from 
previous years direct to ask if they are able to help 
again this year. However, we are always in need  
of new volunteers (who would be paired with 
someone experienced). For more information, 
please contact me via the United Church office, 
849559, or on deanacre@talktalk.net. We need  
to know volunteer numbers by Fri 5 November, 
please. 

We understand that funds may tight after the past 
year but we would still be grateful for donations. 
These can be sent to the Project Treasurer, Jessica 
Tringham, c/o The United Church, Jewry Street, 
Winchester SO23 8RZ, with cheques made payable 
to Winchester Churches Christmas Project. 
Individuals who would like to gift aid their donation 
should add ‘Gift Aid’ to the project name on the 
cheque, provide their name and address and 
specify that it is to be gift-aided. Thank you to 
everyone for your prayerful and practical support  
in these difficult times. 

Helen McTiffin 
(Joint Co-ordinator with Janet Stewart)  
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Ride + Stride 
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Children’s and youth work update 
9.30 services  At the Family 
Eucharist on 3 October we  
are having a Green Harvest 
Communion with a climate change 
drama written by Sandra Lewis, 
with costumes also by her. Many 
children will be involved and it will 
present a serious message in an 
engaging way. 

We warmly welcome to the parish 
a new children’s assistant who will 
help with the groups during the 
services. Molly Atkins is a second-
year student from the University 
of Winchester, studying creative 
writing. 

Family services  We held 
afternoon services on 12 and 26 
September. The first of these was 
a very informal service in St Paul’s. It included a 
drama about God’s creation with pictures, and  
we sang some action songs, made clay models of 
animals and people to put on a garden and then 
said some thank you prayers. 

On 26 September we talked about how we can  
look after God’s creation. There was a drama with 
pictures, and each of us thought of something we 
could do to help preserve the beauty around us, 
which we wrote down to take home to remind us. 

At both services, we went outside to have tea and 
chat (see pp. 10–11). It was good to welcome new 
families as well as church families each time. We 
will continue to hold these services on the second 
and fourth Sundays in October and November. 
In December, we look forward to our Christingle 
service on 12th and our Animal Nativity on 21st, 
plus other activities and services which I will let 
people know about in due course. 

Western Church School  I look forward to taking 
assemblies each half term, to welcoming classes to 
look round the churches and to having occasional 
walkabouts to get to know staff and children 
better. Vicki Tibbitts, Chair of Governors, and Helen 
Jesty, Foundation Governor, have brought together 
a group from the St Paul’s congregation who will go 
into school to hear children read. This is another 
good connection between the parish and our 
church school. 

Westgate Lower School  I have been given dates to 
lead assemblies for Key Stage 1 each half term and 
look forward to seeing the children again after such 
a long time. 

Peter Symonds College  I will be taking part in a 
multi-faith student group, which I very much look 
forward to, and plan to do walkabouts around the 
college occasionally. 

Toddler group has been thriving, with a good team 
of helpers. When other groups opened up at the 
start of the new term, we had expected the 
numbers to go down, but they continue to 
increase. It is so good to have the meadow area 
plus the two parish rooms to keep everyone well-
spaced and safe. Silvia Brown, Supervisor at St 
Paul’s Pre-school, often comes over to sing some 
songs with her guitar (see front cover) and to tell 
the children a story. I ensure that I’m there each 
week, as I have some really good conversations, 
sometimes about faith. Families whose first contact 
was through toddler group have since come to the 
Parish Eucharist and to the family service. I feel we 
are making good connections with people through 
this group and I thank the team for all the energy 
they put into it. 

Zoom meetings  Olli Wilson-Smith and I continue to 
have Zooms with the older Transition group, as 
they appreciate these meetings and love trying to 
outwit Olli with their quiz questions! 

We hope to use St Paul’s newly refurbished church 
more and more for both church activities and the 
wider community, in relation to children and 
families. Do let me know if you have ideas you 
would like to suggest. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org  
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Reduce, reuse, recycle 
This has become a bit of a mantra for us all as we 
try to minimise the waste we produce, reuse items 
where we can, and recycle any materials that can 
be used for a new purpose. Our green recycling 
bins or bags at home take clean paper/card, tins 
and cans and plastic bottles with or without lids. 
It’s important that these plastics are bottles, not 
general plastics like soup containers, yoghurt pots 
or margarine tubs, as the Materials Recovery 
Facility (i.e. the recycling plant) cannot process 
them and they will end up in landfill. We should  
all now have a black box for glass collections too.

In addition to these there may be some recycling 
options below that will surprise you, and many of 
the options might be walkable, so you don’t need 
to get into your car or put stuff into that dreaded 
black wheelie bin!  

If, like me, you hold onto things because you can’t 
reuse them, and you’re sure they can be recycled 
somewhere but aren’t sure where to take them, 
have a look here – there might just be a recycling 
point for them. 

 

What can I recycle? Where can I recycle it? 

Aerosol cans Your home green recycling bin/recycling bag 

Aluminium (clean foil, drinks cans, foil trays, foil 
milk bottle tops) 

Recycling Centre, Bar End 
49 Hatherley Rd (green wheelie bin to the side of the 
house – proceeds to Hampshire Air Ambulance) 

Batteries (household batteries, not large car 
batteries) 

Place in a small bag on top of your waste or recycling bin 
on collection day 

Bicycle inner tubes Earthian, Parchment Street 

Bras (in usable condition) Earthian, Parchment Street 

Bread bags Earthian, Parchment Street 

Brita water filters Robert Dyas, Winchester 
Tesco, Winnall 

Coffee cups (disposable) Cattle Market car park, Worthy Lane 
Major coffee shops, e.g. Costa, Nero 

Contact lens (daily disposables) blister packs Specsavers, Boots Opticians, Winchester 

Electrical items (small, e.g. toasters, torches, 
kettles) 

Place in a carrier bag (not a black sack) next to your waste 
or recycling bin on collection day 

Light bulbs (energy saving) Robert Dyas, Winchester 
Tesco, Winnall 

Make-up in plastic containers, e.g. mascara, 
eyeshadow, lipstick, make-up tubes, lip gloss 

Boots, Winchester 
Sainsbury’s, Badger Farm (health and beauty section) 

Metals (iron and steel), e.g. old tools, shelving Recycling Centre, Bar End 

Milk bottle tops (plastic) Screw these back onto your bottles and put in your 
recycling bin/bag 
Earthian, Parchment Street 

Mobile phones and routers O2 shop, Winchester 

Pens (working or not working) Ryman, Southampton or Eastleigh 

Plastic bags Tesco, Winnall 
Sainsbury’s, Badger Farm 

Plastic food containers (e.g. yoghurt pots, 
margarine tubs, confectionery tubs) 

Sainsbury’s, Badger Farm, car park 

Printer ink cartridges and toner Naomi House charity shop 
Ryman, Southampton or Eastleigh 

Spectacles Specsavers, Winchester 

Tetra Paks, including lids of juice containers Cattle Market car park, Worthy Lane 

Other useful resources: www.recyclenow.com/local-recycling and https://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-
recycling/recycling-collection; the Facebook pages ‘Fulflood recycling’ and ‘Lara’s recycling/waste group’ are 
also really helpful. 

Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator  

http://www.recyclenow.com/local-recycling
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/recycling-collection
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/recycling-collection
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Beyond Ourselves 
 

Gender justice is 
climate justice 

Information sourced from the magazine of the 
United Society Partners in the Gospel, one of the 
charities we as a parish support 

Climate change affects all of us, and 
disproportionately people who rely on natural 
resources for their livelihoods. Women are 
impacted more than men as they are the world’s 
main crop-growing population. 

In the global south, women tend to have lower 
incomes and less access to financial credit than 
men, meaning that they have fewer financial 
resources to combat natural disasters and extreme 
weather when such events occur. Structural 
factors, including lack of land rights and insufficient 
access to education, limit the actions that these 
women can take to fight climate change. In 
Bangladesh and India women have seen their 
economic prospects hurt by climate change, as 
rising sea levels mean that water is saltier and clean 
water thus more expensive to access. 

Women across the world are poorly represented  
in decision-making processes about what should  
be done to mitigate climate change and how  
to adapt ways of living to curb carbon dioxide 
emissions. Research by the Global Gender and 
Climate Alliance shows that, even within the 
European Union, women comprise only 26% of 
representatives in decision-making positions on 
climate change and sustainability committees. This 
is a serious issue; gender inequality within political 
representation limits action on climate change.  

Deolinda Prado’s story is a powerful example of  
the impact that women in leadership can have on 
climate resilience. She grew up in a village in Brazil, 
an indigenous community 
near the Amazon 
rainforest. Aged 10 
Deolinda had to leave  
the community, as 
deforestation and heavy 
mining were damaging  
the area and making it 
increasingly difficult to 
grow food. She went to 
boarding school, learning 
domestic skills and 
needlework. Her family 
moved to Manaus and she 
worked to support them 
financially by selling 
artisan craft products and 
working in childcare.

In 1984, Deolinda met Dr Janet Chernela working  
as a Research Fellow at the National Institute for 
Amazon Research in Manaus. She was establishing 
a group of women to work together, a community 
that was named the Upper Rio Negro Indigenous 
Women’s Association. Deolinda was a founding 
member and is now its Deputy Co-ordinator. The 
group produces sustainable goods from local 
materials and during the Covid pandemic has been 
making face masks for people in the area. The 
association continues to push for the recognition of 
indigenous rights and protection of their land. 

Young refugees in Portsmouth 
Through Churches Together in Winchester we 
regularly support the British Red Cross’s work with 
15–25-year-old refugees in Hampshire, as well as 
three other refugee charities. 

On arrival, the needs of each refugee are looked at 
and staff check which services are available. These 
can include English tuition; help with understanding 
the asylum process; preparation of documents  
such as letters and applications; health, education 
and social care support; and learning new skills  
and building confidence. The refugees get help 
adjusting to life in the UK and in some places do 
group work. This gives them the opportunity to 
meet new people, grow their talents and interests, 
learn and take part in IT, maths, art and drama 
therapy, and music. They get help preparing  
for exams and also take day trips, e.g. for golf, 
football or cooking. The aim is that they gain an 
understanding of what they are entitled to, receive 
help to get it and learn to live independently. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 

http://www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/
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From our elected representatives 
Environment survey and social care provision 

Many constituents will know that I like to keep 
busy during parliament’s summer recess with my 
Summer Tour, and 2021 was no different. This year 
I held a pop-up street surgery outside the shops on 
Stockbridge Road. Thank you to everyone who 
stopped by. 

We are grateful also to the many local residents 
who took the time to respond to my major 
environment survey. We have had thousands back 
and will be in touch with you all. It has been a 
brilliant exercise and given me a real sense of your 
priorities – local and national – as we step up our 
response to the climate crisis and move ever closer 
to COP26 this winter. You can still take part at 
greenwinchester.com. 

One subject I don’t need to canvass opinion about 
through surgeries or surveys – at least inasmuch as 
we need change – is social care. So many of you 
have told me we need to ‘fix’ social care but, of 
course, that is easier said than done, which is one 
reason why it has eluded governments for the best 
part of 20 years. 

Our return to Westminster for the new term last 
month arrived with a bang: constituents will not 
have missed the £36 billion fund to help the NHS 

scale its Covid backlog and to lay the foundations 
for a new health and care offer. 

No-one is pretending this is easy – politically, in  
the decision to put up taxes, or practically, in 
helping the millions of people on the waiting list, 
and putting in place a social care system that 
works. But, as I said in parliament, we’re not in 
government to do nothing for fear of offending 
anyone, and this nettle had to be grasped. Clearly  
it is complex, so I have published a detailed ‘vote 
explainer’ at stevebrine.com/nhsandcarelevy.  
I would love to hear your thoughts. 

Finally, and this is of course linked in many 
respects, I am returning to a subject close to home: 
our ongoing battle against breast cancer. Some of 
you may remember I chaired the all-party group for 
many years and had the chance to be our Cancer 
Minister in government. But the task is bigger than 
ever, and the recent heartbreaking death of Girls 
Aloud member Sarah Harding (at just 39) reminds 
us all how lethal it remains. I am going to be 
working with my colleagues in government, at  
NHS England and with local clinicians to do what  
I can to fight back and raise awareness among my 
constituents. We are not alone. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 9 September 

Support for Afghan evacuees 
Despite the lack of sunshine we hope you managed 
to enjoy the latter half of the summer, and at least 
September has had some glorious sunshine. 

The tragic situation in Afghanistan has been 
dominating the news all month. Many local people 
have been working tirelessly to provide support to 
refugees who will be located in our area, and 
require support. Lucille, as leader of Winchester 
City Council, has written directly to the Home 
Secretary on behalf of Winchester to state: 
‘Winchester City Council stands by and is very 
willing to take a fair share of the Afghan asylum 
seekers who need to be re-homed following recent 
events. Where they are barriers to re-homing these 
Afghan citizens in our District, we will do everything 
possible to overcome them.’ Lucille went on to 
request the government to ‘expedite the new 
scheme and take on larger numbers of Afghan 
refugees than currently proposed’ and ‘create a fair 
resettlement programme ensuring refugees are 
housed across the country’. 

Winchester City Council has already offered two 
Afghan families accommodation and support, and 
more properties are available when required. We 
are also working with local charities and refugee 
support groups. Community First quickly co-

ordinated collections of clothing and equipment 
across the county to support Afghan families in our 
area. While people have been generous and a lot of 
clothes have been donated, many essential items 
are completely missing and urgently need to  
be bought. This is being co-ordinated through 
Churches Together in Winchester and cheques can 
be sent to Peter McManus, CTW Treasurer, c/o St 
Peter’s, Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY. 

On a more local matter, following the flooding that 
affected local residents in August 2020, Hampshire 
County Council has now published a report that 
looks at the causes and impacts of the flooding,  
and identifies a range of measures which may help 
reduce the impact of the flooding in future. We  
will be working with Hampshire County Council  
to ensure the actions identified are implemented 
and will reduce the risk of further flooding in  
our area. The report can be found at 
https://tinyurl.com/3pjyj7bj under section 3. 

As always, if you have a burning issue you would 
like help with, or any comments to make, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with us. 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 8 September  

http://www.greenwinchester.com/
http://www.stevebrine.com/nhsandcarelevy
https://tinyurl.com/3pjyj7bj
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 
WINCHESTER 

Flat roof specialists 
 

Ring Harry 
01962 860487, 07795 935202 

 
Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  

Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 

 
 
 

Free estimates 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.or
g 
855871 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s, Chair, 
Building for Life project 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org 
808441 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll 
officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St 
Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower 
team co-ordinator,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, 
safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 Website: 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

Bless to us, O God, this time – this fleeting hour, 
this window for eternal uses to shine upon the temporary, 

this blink of time when we stand back 
to see the pattern of our days, 

this chance to remember we are blessed beyond belief. 

Revd David Ogston 


