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Services 
Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Eucharist on 1st Sunday of month St Paul’s  

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 10.30 
am; for the link, contact Mary Copping, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot: pop-up café on the 
second Wednesday of the month, 10 am–
noon in St Paul’s; all welcome 

 Tuesday homegroup: planning to 
reconvene; new members welcome; 
please contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in 
the parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting fortnightly, 
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter and 
Irene Casey, 808776 

 Volunteering opportunities: many types, 
from sound system operator to helping 
the toddler team, baking to buildings 
maintenance; contact Maggie Brecknell, 
856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family Eucharist 
at St Paul’s for all ages with DIY crèche and band 
(opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist at St 
Paul’s with activities for children and young people 
plus a DIY crèche 

 family services: 4 pm short, informal, all-age worship 
with craft activities, generally on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation: for those at secondary 
school  

 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the 

parish rooms, with play, crafts and songs 
 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school age, 

five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm in St Paul’s Hall 
 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from Mary Copping 

 
 

 Sunday services: November Bible readings 
7 November 
14 November 
21 November 
28 November 

Hebrews 9: 24–28; Mark 1: 14–20 [p. 716] 
Micah 4: 1–5; James 3: 13–18; John 15: 9–17 [p. 1132] 
Daniel 7: 9–10, 13–14; Revelation 1: 4b–8; John 18: 33–37 [p. 720] 
Jeremiah 33: 14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3: 9–13; Luke 21: 25–36 [p. 735] 

 
  

Hi, 

Last month I attended a wonderful service in the cathedral, celebrating the opening of the 
Winchester Hospice – such a marvellous achievement by so many people! I am so glad there is a 
hospice in Winchester now. When my husband, Pete, was dying of cancer he went into the 
Countess of Brecknock Hospice in Andover. The people there were wonderful, but it would have 
been so much easier for our family if the Winchester Hospice had been open. 

At the service I saw Ian Valentine processing, in his role as Chair of the Rotary Club which gave so 
much towards the hospice, as did so many other organisations. Liz Stuart led the prayers, and  
I heard later that Norma Goodwin helped make the beautiful quilt given by members of Wessex 
Quiltmakers which was laid on the bed in front of the altar during the service. I also saw someone 
else who is hoping to be a visitor at the hospice. 

Seeing all the people I recognised from our parish and hearing of their involvement made me think 
about how our church congregations and weekly services are places of spiritual nourishment and 
strengthening. People then go out, knowing that God goes with them, ready for the week ahead 
and all that it holds for them. It would be fascinating to have a chart of all the different places and 
organisations that our people are involved in during the week – Christians contributing in so many 
ways, in the local community and beyond. The love of God ripples out from our churches, like water 
rippling out on a lake when a stone is dropped into it. 

The climate change drama performed by the children at St Paul’s at the Family Eucharist on  
3 October, written by Sandra Lewis who also made the lovely costumes, had a powerful message, 
especially because it was acted by young people. Here are a few lines from the end of the drama, 
spoken by the drummer – who had previously been wasteful and uncaring – to the congregation:  

‘I know what you’re thinking: I’ve changed sides. But you know it makes sense. If we all do 
something, we can make the planet safe. Now (stops to pick up litter) I’ve changed my behaviour. 
Will you?’ (Turns, and back of T-shirt reads ‘Go Green’) 

What a challenge! And it made us think, ‘How can I change my behaviour for the better and for the 
good of this planet?’ Do watch it on our parish YouTube channel. 

Liz Stuart gave a wonderful talk about her life at the October event organised by the Friends of  
St Matthew with St Paul. It was really well attended, with lots of new faces. She had said to me 
beforehand that the talk would be short, as her life had been boring! I didn’t believe that and, of 
course, it has been anything but boring and we were all fascinated – with lots of laughter as well. 
Liz spoke about being with the dying, which was very moving and helpful, and she will write 
something on that subject for next month’s magazine. 

I have been so grateful for the huge amount of support given to me since dear Peter Seal left us to 
take early retirement. (I miss him hugely, as I think we all do.) People say to me, ‘I hope you’re not 
doing too much’, ‘Are you managing okay?’ etc., which is very kind. I am managing fine due to a 
wonderful colleague in Liz, plus very supportive churchwardens and great congregations all wanting 
to help in any way they can. 

Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ln3RP2Zt74
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Freddy Bull, 
William Buncombe, Becky Dunn, 
Bob and Elizabeth Harland, Julia 
Jones, Doug Maughan, Kate 
Morgan, Tom Mounsey, Phoebe, 
Jane Seal, Sonia Walker, Patricia 

Watts, Vera Willnecker and David 
Wilson.  

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Maureen Hammond. 

 
 
 
 
Rethinking Nature, Rethinking Us  You are invited 
to hear leading wildlife conservationist and author 
Laurence Rose speak at the University of 
Winchester’s Foundation Lecture on Thurs 4 
November, 6–7 pm. Hosted in the chapel by the 
Dean of Chaplaincy, it will take place as world 
leaders thrash out solutions for the climate crisis at 
the UN Climate Convention in Glasgow. Free, but 
register at https://tinyurl.com/mxermc7e. 
 
The Hiding Place – the Corrie ten Boom story  
Oddments, a full-time Christian theatre company 
that takes dramas to churches, schools and prisons, 
is staging The Hiding Place at Winchester Baptist 
Church on Fri 5 and Sat 6 November, 7.30 pm. 
Tickets in advance (£12/£8 students) from 
www.oddments-theatre.co.uk or 868770, or £13 on 
the door. 
 
Readathon at St Matthew’s  The Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul Readathon will take place on 
Sat 6 November, 9 am–6 pm, with six brave 
readers. Do drop in for a while to support the team, 
listen to the words of the Psalms and Isaiah, and 
perhaps sponsor the event or an individual (forms 
available in both churches; funds to support 
maintenance of the buildings). 
 
St Paul’s Coffee Pot  You are invited to this pop-up 
café on Wed 10 November, 10 am–noon in St 
Paul’s Church. Please come along for great coffee, 
homemade cake and good company. All are 
welcome. We’re looking for volunteers to  
help in various ways, including baking, so if you’re 
interested please get in touch with Harriet Hide, 
07790 957990, harrietbush@doctors.org.uk. 

The joy of prayer  A Zoom workshop for anyone 
who’d like to broaden their experience of  
prayer led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan Spirituality 
Adviser: Thurs 11 November, 8–9 pm, ‘Prayer 
Walking’ (thinking about the places  
and spaces we inhabit and how to intercede 
creatively for those we live amongst). Book via 
wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org. 
 

Autumn concert with music 
from five centuries  The 
chamber choir Kingsgate 
Voices will be holding a 
concert in the wonderful 
acoustic of the refurbished St 

Paul’s Church on Sat 13 November, 7.30 pm. Its 
gifted young director, Andy Hayman, will conduct 
music by Byrd, Parry, Vaughan Williams and 
Whitacre. Tickets (£12) from 714030 or 
jan.brook@brookfamily.org, or on the door. 
 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul AGM  All are 
welcome at the AGM on Thurs 25 November,  
7.30 pm, to be held at St Paul’s. During the AGM 
we plan to discuss the winding down of the Friends, 
which will formally come to an end next year. 
 
Advent Quiet Day on the theme ‘Preparing for 
Christmas and beyond’, led by Revd Maggie 
Guillebaud on Sat 27 November, 10 am–4 pm at 
Wisdom House, Romsey. Cost £25 per person, 
including coffee, tea and lunch. If you would like  
to take part, please contact Mary Copping, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org, 07921 886016. 
 
Advent course on Zoom  Save the dates! Three 
weekly sessions from Tues 30 November, 7.30 pm. 
To book in, please contact Mary Copping, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org, 07921 886016. 

  

Family feedback 

Notices 

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs. 
This month they are by Carol Bush, Mary 
Copping, Genevieve Freeman, Gill Longman, 
Ursula Payne, Fiona Penman-Walker, Claire 
Robinson, Vicki Tibbitts, Martin West and 
Pixabay’s Gordon Johnson and LagrangeHervé. 

https://tinyurl.com/mxermc7e
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Beyond Ourselves 
Supporting Christian minorities 

suffering as a consequence of their faith 
 
Information about one of the charities we as a 
parish support 

Barnabas Fund stands alongside our Christian 
brothers and sisters where they suffer 
discrimination and persecution, by providing aid 
through partners on the ground, encouraging 
prayer, telling their untold story and speaking  
out on their behalf.  

 

‘Whatever you did for one of the  
least of these brothers and sisters  

of mine, you did for me’ 
(Matthew 25: 40) 

It channels funds through existing structures such 
as local churches or Christian organisations, with  
no outsiders sent in. Money is used to resource 
initiatives developed by local Christians in their 
own communities, countries or regions. Barnabas 
Fund acts as an equal partner with the persecuted 
Church, whose leaders often shape the overall 
direction of projects. It aims to be the voice of the 
persecuted Church, making its needs known to 
fellow believers around the world and presenting 
the injustice of its persecution to governments and 
international bodies. 

Barnabas Fund meets both practical and spiritual 
needs in order to encourage and strengthen 
existing local churches and Christian communities. 
This in turn enables them to maintain their 
presence and witness.  
The charity seeks to tackle 
persecution at its root by 
making known the aspects  
of ideologies that result in 
injustice and oppression. It 
also provides comprehensive 
prayer material.  

This is underpinned by the 
belief that we are called to 
address ideologies that  
deny full religious liberty to 
minorities, while continuing to show God’s love  
to all people. The Biblical teaching is clear: 
Christians should treat all people of all faiths  
with love and compassion, even those who seek  
to persecute them.  

Medical crisis in Sri Lanka 
‘We hear and see families crying for help, mothers 
confused as to how to find the next meal, fathers 
helpless and unable to find odd jobs to sustain, 
thefts increasing around the city, simply to find 
money for their families!’ 

A Sri Lankan doctor poured out her heart to 
Barnabas Fund about the economic crisis in her 
country due to Covid lockdown. She was part of a 
group of healthcare professionals travelling their 
country, who saw the dire conditions in which 
many people were struggling to survive. 

A food shortage, coupled with inflation and a 
depreciating currency, has pushed Sri Lanka into a 
crippling crisis of hunger. Lockdown continues as 
Sri Lanka struggles with a persistent fourth wave of 
the pandemic. Even middle-class families are now 
walking into hospitals and imploring staff to give 
them just one meal. And for Sri Lanka’s 4 million 
day labourers, the situation is even worse. 

Taking their inspiration from the picture of 
restoration in Isaiah 61, the team of doctors and 
psychologists has set up a practical response. 
Through local churches, Barnabas Fund’s Sri Lankan 
project partners are distributing packs of food and 
hygiene items to needy families who do not have 
enough to eat due to the lockdowns. They are  
also providing medical packages containing key 
medicines for symptomatic relief and oxygen (if 
needed) to poor day labourers who have Covid-19 
and cannot afford any medical care. 

Eleven new Christian medical centres, 
supported by Barnabas Fund, have 
been set up across Sri Lanka to provide 
this help. In the Southern Province, 
where Christians constitute less than 
1% of the population and persecution 
is rife, ten Christian volunteers have 
been trained to provide Covid-19 
medical care for Christian patients  
in their homes. If more resources 
become available, the project will be 
expanded to more churches. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Sourced from https://barnabasfund.org/ 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 

https://barnabasfund.org/
http://www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/
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Eco Church 
Rise to the Moment 

Winchester Cathedral hosted a fitting culmination 
to Winchester Green Week 2021. ‘Rise to the 
Moment’ was a moving act of worship held on Sun 
3 October – a collaboration between the cathedral, 
Churches Together in Winchester and Winchester 
Green Week. 

In July Winchester had welcomed visitors on the 
‘Rise to the Moment’ relay to the UN climate 
conference in Glasgow, COP26: walkers travelling 
from the G7 summit in Cornwall to the November 
meetings in Glasgow. The Young Christian Climate 
Network organised this relay in recognition that 
climate change hits the most vulnerable first and 
hardest, saying, ‘We’re in the same storm, but not 
in the same boat’. 

Climate change sets us on the course of a storm; 
global average temperatures are set to rise by 
several degrees over the decades ahead. Over half 
of all emissions have been released during the 
lifetimes of anyone under 30. The consequences  
of this storm will not be felt equally, but they will 
be felt acutely. 

At the cathedral service Professor Joy Carter, 
formerly Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Winchester, preached a challenging message on 
the need for us in the churches to be leading a 
revolution in our relationship with nature and the 
food system, based on humility and filled with 
prayer. A boat headed our prayerful procession  
of response, followed by a river of pledges from 
nine local churches that are committing to  
climate action.  

Thank you to all who joined in and came along. The 
‘Rise to the Moment’ service can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3ZhB__tnqo
&t=1654s. Our hope is that world leaders, and we, 
will rise to the moment and use this year to set sail 
towards a more just future. 

Jo Crocker, Champion for climate justice 
Churches Together in Winchester 

Prayer for COP26 
In a joint message for the protection of Creation, 
Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby have 
come together. They stress the importance of co-
operation and sustainability as essential parts of 
our common response to the threat of climate 
change and environmental degradation. ‘Choose 
life’, they urge, and they invite everyone to  
‘decide what kind of world we want to leave to 
future generations’. 

We pray that everyone the world over will choose 
life. 

We ask for God’s blessing and help for all world 
leaders and delegates meeting at COP26.  

And we can pray: 

 for hope and ambition to be at the heart of 
COP26 rather than worry and uncertainty 

 for transformation and breakthrough to be 
achieved at COP26 that will create a positive 
impact for the future 

 for world leaders at COP26 to make joint 
commitments to get us on track for 1.5 
degrees, and for a safer future for us all. 

Kathleen Freeman, Green group  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3ZhB__tnqo&t=1654s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3ZhB__tnqo&t=1654s
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/sites/abc/files/2021-09/Joint%20Statement%20on%20the%20Environment.pdf
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   A dawning vision 
Sustaining God, 

as in November, at great cost and with great urgency, our leaders 
and those with concern for their common home 

will gather in Glasgow, 
we ask for your welcoming, affirming presence 

in the many layers of gathering 
which are part of that event. 

Give to those who make decisions 
a freedom from the burdens of a past 

which have pushed us to this cliff-edge. 

Give a dawning vision of your offer of healing 
greater than the blocked horizon of what it might cost. 

Argue and wrestle with the powers and principalities 
of expediency and despair. 

Open every human ear to the voices of the Earth, and of sisters, brothers, siblings 
who already suffer sharply. 

Save us from the despair of complacency 
and the toxic temptation 

when the visitors have departed 
to embrace ‘business as usual’, 

for that ‘normal’ has gone. 

And our only future 
will be in wakefulness, 

trust, 
hope, 

yes, joy, 
as we live out your love for the Earth we are part of 

through your Word made Flesh, 
Jesus, our Friend. 

Hosanna: God help us! 
Amen. 

 
 

Sourced from 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MGyreaoWHl0xJ0dYLxTMsP-omb6ottCV/view 
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A season of Remembrance 
The Great War Dead 

 
As the culmination of several years of research by a 
truly dedicated team, the launch of the local history 
book We Will Remember Them: The Great War 
Dead of Fulflood & Weeke took place at St Paul’s 
after the Parish Eucharist on Sun 25 July. The 91 
names on the oak memorial boards in the south 
transept now have the stories of their sacrifice and 
that of their families told in detail for the first time. 
Mary Copping accepted a copy of the book on 
behalf of the parish so that these servicemen need 
no longer be ‘just names’ to parishioners. 

Amongst the gathering were two of the men’s 
relatives: George Cuell, great-nephew of Reginald 
Clark’s wife Millicent, both of whom had lived at  
40 Fairfield Road; and Christine Veers, niece of 
Leslie Jacobs, who had lived at what is now 57 
Western Road. Short accounts of the lives of those 
two people were read out. Christine still lives in  
the parish. 

The church bell was tolled and Mary read two 
verses from Laurence Binyon’s poem ‘For the 
fallen’. Words from one of those verses seemed 
especially poignant heard in the context of the area 
the servicemen would have known: 

They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time. 

Now the book has been published, the educational 
side of the Great War Dead Fulflood & Weeke 
project has started. Western School, then in Elm 
Road, was the Infants’ School for so many of  
the boys. The brighter ones went to St Thomas’ 
Elementary School in Mews Lane. Kings’ School is 
where their memorial now hangs. The girls at the 
same infants’ school as the boys and who stayed  
on for their elementary education at Western 
would have lost many loved ones, as would those 
at the Winchester County Girls School (now  
The Westgate). This school’s caretaker and 
groundsman, Jesse Dobson, and his wife Ellen, lost 
their eldest child, Francis, just before Christmas 
1914. The family later lived in what is now  
1 Cheriton Road.  

Next year will be the centenary of the erection of 
the memorial boards in St Paul’s. The making of the 
memorial book at St Matthew’s is another story; it 
was probably created after World War 2, as names 
lost in that conflict are included in the same 
handwriting as the Great War names. We hope 
someone else will take up the mantle of recording 
their lives. 

Geraldine Buchanan, Project Leader 
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Celebrating 100 years well-lived! 
A special event took 
place on 27 August 
when Pat Robinson 
reached her 100th 
birthday – not only 
receiving a birthday 
card from the Queen 
and a letter from the 
House of Commons, 
but also hosting a 
buffet lunch to  
thank all the people 
who help her with 
shopping and medical 
appointments, 
especially after she 
came out of hospital 
having suffered from 
Covid in March 2020. 

Pat had a disrupted 
education, attending 
several schools as  
a child due to her 
father’s work as an 
engineer, which involved setting up complicated 
machinery in different locations. Trained as a GPO 
(General Post Office) telephone operator, early on 
in the war Pat, aged 20, married Michael, an officer 
in the Royal Corps of Signals.  

When her husband was posted to Africa, Pat was 
directed to work for the Ministry of Food, which 
was based initially in St John’s College, Oxford, 
before moving to a hotel in London. Pat was then 
billeted in a rather large, requisitioned house only 
five doors away from (Sir) Winston Churchill’s 
home at Hyde Park Gate and Buckingham Palace. 

Pat also volunteered as an Air Raid Warden in  
the Paddington area and occasionally helped at  
a Junior Officers’ Club, where she was pleased  
to accompany two young New Zealand pilots to 
Buckingham Palace to receive the Distinguished 
Flying Cross from King George VI. She had a very 
lucky escape when a landmine completely 
destroyed the club she had just left, killing 
everyone inside. 

After the war the couple moved to West Drayton 
where Michael qualified as a Chartered Surveyor 
and two sons were born: Christopher, who is now 
in Canada; and Iain, living in St Albans. 

In 1974 the family moved to Winchester when 
Michael was posted to the Valuation Office. They 
became Friends of the Cathedral and Pat joined the 

 
Winchester Flower Arrangers’ Society, taking part 
in flower festivals in cathedrals around the area. 
She also joined the Littleton University of the Third 
Age (U3A), playing mahjong, bridge and doing play 
reading, as well as the Horticultural Society. 

After Michael died in 1992 aged 70, Pat moved  
to her present bungalow where she developed a 
beautiful garden which is still much admired. She 
was invited to join the Civil Service Retirement 
Fellowship and served as social secretary for 17 
years until it closed. She also started attending St 
Matthew’s, where her flower arranging skills were 
put to good use. 

Pat is sustained by her faith and when the rector 
appealed for funds to replace the silver gilt paten  
at St Matthew’s, as it had become too fragile and 
valuable to be used, Pat offered to replace it in 
memory of her husband. This replica is now used in 
all Communion services – the original being safely 
in the cathedral’s treasury. When the old organ 
failed in 2018 Pat and her son Iain paid for a 
replacement which is greatly appreciated by 
organists and congregation alike. 

In spite of Pat’s eyesight being severely impaired 
and mobility restricted, she continues to live alone. 
We send our warmest congratulation to her on her 
milestone birthday and admire her determination 
to remain as independent as possible. 

Jenny Beard  
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… with mask-making … 

Doing the 
harvest flowers 

Family service … Neurodiversity talk 
by Rachel Noel 

… and tea outside 

Echo Choir concert 
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Toddler 
group 

Climate change 
drama 

Harvest lunch 

Praying with 
the children 
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Children’s and youth work update 
9.30 services  The climate change drama (written 
by Sandra Lewis) at the Family Eucharist on  
3 October was very powerful, enacted by many 
children and with a strong message for all 
watching. There was an hour-long rehearsal for it 
on Saturday led by Sandra – such dedication from 
all involved! If you didn’t see it, you can still do  
so by going to our parish YouTube channel. The 
children really enjoyed acting and asked when  
the next one would be. Sandra is preparing a  
drama about saints for the Family Eucharist on  
7 November. This is a good way to involve children 
and families in our services and encourage them to 
come to church on Sunday mornings, when there 
are so many other things they can do – and lovely 
for older members too! 

Family Sunday afternoon services  On 10 October 
we talked about animals in the Bible, including the 
story of Noah’s Ark. We spoke about Saint Francis 
of Assisi and his love of animals, birds and all 
creation. The older children identified pictures of 
animals in danger of extinction, talking about why 
that was and how it might be stopped. We then 
made animal masks. On 24th we talked about 
Scripture stories, as it was Bible Sunday, and 
enacted some of them before making a collage. 

Each informal service ended with the children 
reading prayers and all saying the Lord’s Prayer 
together, before going outside to have tea and 
chat. It was good to welcome both church families 
and new families. November dates: 14th and 28th, 
4 pm in St Paul’s – all welcome. In December, we 
look forward to a Christingle Service on 12th at 5 
pm and the Animal Nativity on 21st at 10 am in St 
Paul’s car park, plus other activities and services. 

Western Church School  During November I’ll take 
an assembly about the Bible, and after half term  
I will have a walkabout. The group Vicki Tibbitts and 
Helen Jesty brought together from the St Paul’s 
congregation will go into school to hear children 
read – another good connection with the school. 

Westgate Lower School  I led an assembly at 
Westgate and enjoyed seeing the children again. 

Peter Symonds College  I had a good meeting  
with Lucy Edevane, the Deputy Principal of the 
college, where we discussed my having occasional 
walkabouts, plus being involved in their carol 
service and attending the Christian Union when 
possible, and being a contact for issues that would 
need a chaplain. She very kindly said that I must do 
only what I have time to do in this period without 
an incumbent. 

Toddler group continues to thrive and connect with 
church, through people coming to services, asking 
about baptisms and weddings, etc. I thank the 
Toddler Group team for their wonderful support. 

The older Transition group are planning a face-to-
face meeting over pizzas. 

St Paul’s Pre-school  We had a lovely harvest 
service in St Paul’s on Thurs 21 October for pre-
school children and their families. We look forward 
to more services with the pre-school. 

Do be in touch with any ideas you have of how  
we can use St Paul’s Church more and more for 
children and families. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

‘We’d love to come and perform here again’ 
So said Sarah Latto, the conductor of Echo Choir, at 
the end of their September concert organised by 
the Friends of St Matthew with St Paul (see p. 10), 
and the audience would wholeheartedly agree.  
We were treated to a wide selection of pieces, sung 
with absolute precision and clarity of sound. There 
was even audience participation in Judith Weir’s 
‘My Guardian Angel’! 

Echo Choir made full use of the space at St Paul’s, 
singing from the dais, the gallery and in a circle, 
and I was struck by how the building work has 
given us a performing space that enhances the 
performance. Whether in complicated rhythms or 
hymn-like music, individual parts were clear and 
blended well into the whole. 

The music chosen spanned the centuries from 
Monteverdi and Purcell to contemporary 
composers Cecilia McDowall and Roberta Flack, 
and celebrated all things musical. Palestrina’s 
joyous ‘Exultate Deo’, sung by a consort of single 

voices from the gallery, contrasted with one of 
Bobby McFerrin’s Circlesongs, which in turn was 
quite different from Howard Skempton’s ‘The Flight 
of Song’, the first part of which was improvisatory 
in style, each singer deciding what to sing from 
‘guidelines’ in the score. Echo ably changed styles 
to suit each piece and showed not only great 
maturity in their performance, but also a real 
enjoyment of what they were singing, which came 
across to the audience. It is almost impossible to 
pick out any one moment from that concert – but  
if pressed, for me it was the final note of the 
Improvisation on ‘Killing me softly’ just hanging  
in the air. It left me wanting more. 

I hope that when (not if) Echo return to St Paul’s, 
the church will be full to listen to them, for this is  
a choir that entertains in the fullest sense and is a 
wonderful ambassador for the Genesis Sixteen 
Young Artists’ scheme. 

Ian Rees, Organist at St Paul’s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ln3RP2Zt74&t=21s
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Hope against all hope 

Dear Lord, 
in your life hatred did not have the last word. 

You are risen. 
Even though invisible to our eyes, 

you are present for every human being. 
Your Holy Spirit brings to birth in us 

the courage of mercy for those who are nearby 
as well as for those who are far away. 

In a world where we are often distressed by violence, 
you enable us to hope against all hope. 

‘All shall be well  
and all manner of thing shall be well.’ 

Amen. 

A sage’s wisdom and a fool’s delight 

Give me, O Lord, 
a calm soul and a clear head, 

a broad mind and a generous spirit, 
Give me a warm heart and listening ear, 

my true voice and a gentle touch. 
Give me a hunger for justice and a thirst for peace, 

a passion for truth and a love of mercy. 
Give me a painter’s eye and a prophet’s hope. 
Give me a sage’s wisdom and a fool’s delight, 

a pilgrim’s purpose and an angel’s content. 
Amen. 

Revd Dr Stephen Cherry 
Dean of King’s College, Cambridge 

With thanks to Nan Deedes 
for contributing all of the 

items on this page 

Faith development 
A jigsaw 

Many years ago, a vicar was sitting in his study one 
Saturday evening, trying to compose his sermon for 
the following day. But he was struggling in trying to 
find a subject, or at least a hook on which to hang 
his thoughts. 

His young son was also in the room playing with his 
toys. As this added distraction wasn’t helping, the 
vicar noticed a map of the world lying on the table 
behind him. So he took a pair of scissors and 
together they cut the map up into small pieces. 

‘Now’, said the vicar, ‘I want you to take all the 
pieces into the dining room, sit at the table and  
see if you can put the map back together again 
correctly’. 

So off the lad went, and the vicar, thinking that this 
would keep him quiet for a good hour at least, 
returned and waited for divine inspiration or the 
‘sermonic muse’ to descend upon him. 

He had barely written a page when, about ten 
minutes later, the boy returned and announced 
that he had completed the task. The vicar could 
hardly believe it and went to look. Sure enough, 
there on the dining table was the map neatly and 
perfectly reassembled. ‘How did you manage it so 
quickly?’ he asked. 

‘Well’, said the lad, ‘I noticed that on the back of 
the map was a picture of a man and a woman, so I 
though, if I could get the people straight, the world 
must come right as well’. 

‘You’re right’, said the vicar. ‘And what’s more, 
you’ve given me my sermon. By getting people’s 
hearts turned the right way, the world will come 
straight again.’ 

From Fleet magazine 
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From our elected representatives 
Station improvements 

Michaelmas term is well underway and I am 
wondering how you are all doing at St Matthew 
with St Paul after Peter’s retirement. Whether it  
is your focus on Eco Church or the Winchester 
Churches Christmas Project, I imagine that life in 
the parish continues with every bit as much energy 
and grace. 

As we disembark from our pelotons and return to 
the office this winter, many constituents will be 
reverting to the railways in ever greater numbers. 
As someone who has commuted (to Westminster) 
throughout the pandemic, I can say we all – 
especially our coffee-selling angel on the London 
platform – look forward to that, but you may wish 
to take a moment to familiarise yourself with  
some changes. 

I met with South Western Railway’s new boss 
recently to understand the new timetable, 
scheduled for December 2022. I also wanted  
to cover the state of our railway station – the 
entrance to our city for so many – and see some of 
the planned improvements coming onstream in the 
months ahead. One is a new cycle café located in 
the old signal box alongside the southbound 
platform and another, of particular interest to this 
readership I know, is a new safe route for students 
(and other pedestrians) out of the station towards 
this community. It’s something I’ve pressed for, so 
I’m delighted to say work will start later this year 
and avoid us having to cross Stockbridge Road 
where it meets Cranworth Road, where a number 
of near-misses have been recorded in recent years.

Alongside my usual work – on select committee 
and in the House – this academic year I will be a 
cadet with something called the Armed Forces 
Parliamentary Scheme (AFPS). Since the late 1980s 
the AFPS has given members of parliament a 
chance to experience the work of army, navy and 
RAF personnel up close. This year I am part of  
the single-service programme within the army.  
It is a privileged chance to better understand  
our forces and their future challenges, to better 
inform debate when I speak on these matters in 
the Commons. 

Our cathedral has been busy in recent weeks and 
one very special service I attended last month  
was to celebrate the opening of and to dedicate 
Winchester’s first ever adult hospice. Based just up 
the road at the Royal Hampshire County Hospital,  
it is something to behold. I know residents will 
continue to support it, as they did to make it 
happen in the first place. 

Finally, your MP turned teacher recently as I took a 
lower sixth politics class at Peter Symonds College. 
The students were gentle with me as we covered 
the voting system and its impact on the 
constituency role we undertake, as well as the 
journey between backbencher and the Cabinet 
table. My thanks to lecturer Jo Thomas for letting 
me into her classroom, and to the young people for 
their engagement there and since. If you want to 
have a go at the politics picture round we did at the 
start of the lesson, you can download it via 
https://www.stevebrine.com/pscteach. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 11 October  

https://winchesterhospice.com/
https://www.stevebrine.com/pscteach
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Climate commitments and homes for Afghan families 
As we write we hope that you are all enjoying the 
lovely warm autumnal weather which has come as 
such a pleasant surprise after our summer. 

We declared a Climate Emergency in 2019 and at 
the time had no idea that we would be facing a 
global pandemic in the months ahead! The 
pandemic kept us busy making sure our most 
vulnerable residents were supported, but now that 
we are moving out of restrictions and are on the 
road to recovery, we have been keen to kick-start 
work on reducing our carbon footprint. 

We held the first of our Open 
Forums on the climate 
emergency recently. Also, the 
Mayor of Winchester is setting 
up a Young People’s Climate 

Assembly, which will be held at 
the University of Winchester on 

Sat 20 November. The aim is for young people to 
help shape a local vision for a fair transition to zero 
carbon, sharing ideas about how Winchester 
District gets there so everyone benefits. If you 
know of any young person who would like to be 
involved, please do get in touch. 

On a similar theme, with energy bills rocketing, 
Winchester Action on Climate Change and the 
National Energy Foundation want to hear from 150 

householders in the district who are keen to tackle 
their home energy usage. Homes account for 20% 
of carbon emissions. The project is designed to 
provide homeowners with help and guidance to 
develop a whole-home retrofit plan. This could 
mean ditching the gas boiler, insulating walls and 
loft spaces and tackling damp and ventilation 
issues. If you would like to take part please get in 
touch with https://superhomes.org.uk/winchester/ 
to register your interest. 

Finally, we have some exciting news on help for 
Afghan families. As we write, the City Council is 
busy redecorating four homes ready to welcome 
the first of our Afghan families who will be arriving 
in early November. The homes will be fully 
furnished and we are approaching local 
organisations to provide welcome packs of 
essential items to get them started. Residents 
throughout the district have been incredibly 
generous with donations to local organisations and 
we know that the families can expect to receive a 
lot of help and support when they arrive. 

As always, if you think we can be of help, please do 
get in touch with us. 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 13 October  

St Paul’s in the papers in France 

For any curious to know why we are enjoying this 
publicity, the article describes Peter Seal’s first 
encounter in Lyon with the beautiful artwork by 
Paul Béranger now hanging in the Resurrection 
Chapel at St Paul’s. 

It crossed the Channel in November 2020, just 
reaching here before Brexit. 

With its ocean of deep blues and at its heart  
a glowing light, it has a spiritual dimension,  
a suggestion of redemption. 

http://www.acceler8winchester.org.uk/
http://www.acceler8winchester.org.uk/
https://superhomes.org.uk/winchester/
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 
WINCHESTER 

Flat roof specialists 
 

Ring Harry 
01962 860487, 07795 935202 

 
Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  

Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 

 
 
 

Free estimates 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.or
g 
855871 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s, Chair, 
Building for Life project 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden, 
St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org 
808441 

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden, 
St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll 
officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St 
Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower 
team co-ordinator,  
St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health, 
safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 Website: 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

May my joy in you – 
the source of life – 

never be at the expense of others, 
and may my neighbour’s well-being 

be to me as my own. 

Peter Millar, based on words and hopes in the Psalms 


