28 November 2021
The first Sunday of Advent

Welcome
A warm welcome to everyone, whether you are worshipping
in church or taking part in the service at home
Covid and fire safety
 continue to show care and consideration for others, sanitising your hands at the
entrance and wearing a face-covering indoors
 whenever possible, keep a respectful distance apart, conscious that different
people have different vulnerabilities
 at the end, be sure not to bunch around the servery with your refreshments
 if you are happy to take regular Covid tests, especially before services on Sunday
mornings, please do so; they are available from chemists and bookable online for
next-day delivery
 as St Paul’s fire safety system has a very loud sounder, no verbal instructions will
be audible if it goes off. Please leave calmly by the nearest exit, with those
nearest to the exit going first. For those with reduced mobility: someone will
come to assist you.
Thank you for your cooperation

Please feel free to send prayer requests to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org
or contact the parish office on 844878

Advent
The four Sundays before Christmas mark the season known as Advent, meaning
‘coming’. This is a time when we can prepare to celebrate the coming of God into
the world in human form, in the baby Jesus. Our faith focuses on the person of
Jesus, who shows us what God is like.
The weeks before Christmas have become a very busy and often stressful time for
people. The temptation to spend more than we can afford is all around us, and
resisting this can be hard. Our faith challenges us to look beyond ourselves to the
poor and homeless.
These Sundays of Advent are a wonderful opportunity to be reminded of what is
most important – God’s love for everyone.
Advent includes powerful themes:
i) The lighting of a new candle each Sunday symbolises the movement from
darkness to light. As the coming of Christ draws nearer, so the light gets brighter,
culminating in the lighting of the Christmas candle.
ii) Watching and waiting are a powerful Advent emphasis. We’re encouraged to take
time to stop, pause and reflect on what Jesus means for us and what he did. The
better our preparation, the deeper our sense of wonder and joy on Christmas Day.
During Advent we omit the Gloria, and the service has a slightly more penitential
feel – again, to help our preparation.

Prayer
 with the Anglican Communion we pray for the church of Brazil; for Archbishop
Justin
 within our diocese, for bishops Tim, David and Debbie (Acting Diocesan Bishop,
assisted by Honorary Assistant Bishop Richard Frith); for Winchester Social
Enterprise, particularly in its setting up of pre-school settings and offering of
support and guidance to affiliates through the Launchpad Early Years Network
 our mission giving: £350 for Friends of the Family in Winchester, supporting
vulnerable families to find solutions to their problems
 this season of Advent with its rich themes of watching, waiting and preparing
 thoughtfulness and generosity as we buy presents for loved ones and decide on
charitable giving during this season, including the possibility of sustainable gifts
 the people of Yemen, with 5 million on the brink of famine and one in two
without access to safe water; negotiations to bring the attacks around Hodeidah
to an end
 the complex issues of immigration; care of the marginalised and displaced
 for international leaders to work diligently on the pledges made at COP26 before
extreme climate change is irreversible
 for the fair distribution of natural resources and the careful use of energy;
Greening Fulflood and Winchester Action on Climate Change; our own
commitment to minimising waste, including food
 those who work to keep our roads and railways safe by clearing leaves/debris
 the unwell: Freddy (Frederica) Bull, Becky Dunn, Bob and Elizabeth Harland,
Phoebe, Sonia Walker and Patricia Watts
 the long-term unwell: Caroline Behan, William Buncombe, Maggie Green, Julia
Jones, Kate Morgan, Vera Willnecker and David Wilson
 those who have died recently, including Tom Mounsey; all living with the pain of
untimely death; God’s comfort for their families and friends and all who
remember loved ones
Services for 28 November
9.30 am
St Paul’s

Sunday Eucharist (live-streamed)

Organ music

Fugue in E flat (‘St Anne’), BWV 552, by J. S. Bach
Desseins eternels by Olivier Messiaen
Veni redemptor by Thomas Tallis

Thank you to Peter Casey, preaching today at 9.30 and 11.15

Stand
The gathering

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening hymn 282 Hills of the north, rejoice
Sit for the children’s story, after which children / young people go to
their groups
Stand
Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of
preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of
penitence

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
the first commandment is this,
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’.
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Kyrie

Collect

God our Saviour,
you utter a word of promise and hope
and hasten the day of justice and freedom,
yet we live in a world forgetful of your word,
our watchfulness dulled by the cares of life.
Keep us alert.
Make us attentive to your word,
ready to look on your Son
when he comes with power and great glory.
Make us holy and blameless,
ready to stand secure when he comes.
We ask this through him whose coming is certain,
whose day draws near:
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Sit

Liturgy of the
word

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the

land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is
our righteousness’.
Jeremiah 33: 14–16 [p. 735]
For God’s holy word,
thanks be to God.
A reading from the first epistle to the Thessalonians
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray
most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore
whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our
way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in
love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.
1 Thessalonians 3: 9–13 [p. 736]
For God’s holy word,
thanks be to God.
Stand
Gradual hymn 128 Come, thou long-expected Jesus
Gospel
reading

Alleluia, alleluia.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia.
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea
and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.’
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees;
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know
that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell
you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’
Luke 21: 25–36 [p. 736]
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
Sermon

Peter Casey
After the sermon there will be two minutes’ silence for reflection

Prayers

Let us pray for the Church and for the world,
and let us thank God for his goodness.
Lord, of compassion,
in your mercy, hear us.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Liturgy of the
sacrament

In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory
hymn

655 The Lord will come and not be slow
Blessèd are you, Lord of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessèd be God for ever.
Blessèd are you, Lord of all creation:
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessèd be God for ever.

Eucharistic
Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessèd are you, God of David, for your faithfulness is steadfast
and your mercy has been from of old.
You draw your people to you with your promise of salvation,
and every promise you make, in your goodness, you fulfil.
From the house of David you raised up your Messiah
to restore Judah and to herald that your deliverance was near.
In your Son’s righteousness we find our life:
for his righteousness was more than enough for your people
who had waited so long for justice,
who had yearned so long for redemption,
who had trusted so long in your grace.
Truly in his righteousness is fulfilled
every hope of salvation in every generation.
By his death we can stand justified before you;
and through his resurrection we can share your holy life for ever.
And so with angels and archangels, we praise your name,
joining the company of heaven in their unending hymn.
Sanctus
(sung)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest;
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Benedictus
(sung)

Blessèd is he, blessèd is he, blessèd is he
who comes in the name,
he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest;
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest;
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
God of glory, for whose coming we wait,
make this meal we share a sign that our redemption draws near.
Send your Holy Spirit upon your Church:
strengthen our hearts in all holiness,
that we may be heralds of your kingdom.
By your same Spirit, sanctify this bread and this cup
that they may be for us the body and blood
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me’.

After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
God of power, you have promised to make your way to us:
come quickly to those who wait for you.
Raise up every head that is bent low in sin.
Lift up every heart that is bowed down in shame.
Uphold every soul that is made heavy by oppression.
Inspire every weary throat to sing of the day
when justice and mercy meet.
Bring us through all that is passing away
to the life that shall never pass away,
when every eye shall be lifted up to gaze upon your Son
in everlasting glory with all your saints,
and when the redemption for which we have longed
shall for ever be ours, in the company of your Son
and the power of your Spirit,
holy Father, blessèd Trinity.
Amen.
Sit
The Lord’s
Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of
the Bread

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Agnus Dei
(sung)

Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world:
grant us your peace, grant us your peace.

Giving of
Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs from under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.
Amen.

Music during
Communion

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen by Johannes Brahms

PostCommunion
prayers

O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We thank you, Lord,
that you have fed us in this sacrament,
united us with Christ,
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet
prepared for all peoples.
Amen.
Stand
PostCommunion
hymn

405 Lo, he comes with clouds descending

Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be upon you, your homes and loved ones
today and always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ
voluntary

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599, by J. S. Bach
Refreshments available at the back. Please move right away from
the hatch area once you have your drink.

11.15 am
St Matthew’s

[BCP] Mattins

Readings

Jeremiah 33: 14–16; Luke 21: 25–36 [p. 735]
See above

4 pm
St Paul’s

Family service, ‘Getting ready’

6.30 pm
St Matthew’s

Advent service by candlelight

Midweek service
11 am
St Matthew’s

[BCP] Holy Communion
Services for 5 December
The second Sunday of Advent

9.30 am
St Paul’s
11.15 am
St Matthew’s

Family Eucharist (live-streamed)
Reading: Luke 3: 2–6 [p. 740]
[BCP] Holy Communion
Readings: Philippians 1: 3–11; Luke 3: 1–6 [p. 739]
2021 Christmas services

Saturday 11 December
Children’s workshop at St Paul’s
Sunday 12 December
Christingle service at St Paul’s in aid of
the Children’s Society
Saturday 18 December
* Carol service at St Paul’s (not suitable for
babies and young children) followed by
mince pies and mulled wine
Tuesday 21 December
Animal nativity at St Paul’s (outside)
followed by crafts and hot chocolate
Christmas Eve
* Nativity service at St Paul’s
– children are invited to come dressed as
angels, shepherds, wise men or animals
Midnight Eucharist at St Paul’s
Christmas Day
Holy Communion at St Matthew’s
* Christmas Family Eucharist at St Paul’s
* Holy Communion with carols at St Matthew’s

10 am
5 pm

4 pm

10 am

3 for
3.30 pm
11.30 pm
8 am
9.30 am
11.15 am

These plans are subject to the Covid situation. Booking will be
necessary for the largest services, marked with an asterisk:
St Paul’s: christmas@stmatthewstpaul.org
St Matthew’s: Linda Russell-Smith, 853584

Coming up
Christmas shopping evening raising funds for St Paul’s Pre-school at St Paul’s on
Thurs 9 December, 7.30–9.30 pm. Among the highlights of the evening are stalls
aplenty selling quality and hand-made gifts and stocking-fillers, a pampering stall,
mulled wine and mince pies. Luxurious raffle prizes include a £50 Brasserie Blanche
voucher, a hamper from Basil Leaf Deli and Majestic wine-tasting for 6. Raffle tickets
(£1) available from Facebook: @stpaulspreschoolwinchester and on the night.
The joy of prayer A Zoom workshop led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan Spirituality
Adviser: Thurs 9 December, 8–9.15 pm, ‘Dare to Share’ (reflecting in small groups on
our relationship with God and our experience of prayer). Book via
wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org.
Christmas concert Winchester Chamber Orchestra invite you to their informal
Christmas concert at St Paul’s on Sat 11 December: two performances, each lasting
about 45 minutes, at 2.30 and 3.45 pm. Tickets: £5 on the door or £5.50 from
https://www.winchesterchamberorchestra.org.uk/upcoming-concerts.html.
Carol concert with items from Handel’s Messiah: Winchester City Festival Choir
perform at St Paul’s on Wed 15 December, 8 pm. Free entry, with donations to
cover expenses and a collection for the mayor’s charities.
Women’s weekend away Following a wonderful weekend away at Stanton House in
Oxfordshire in autumn 2019, plans are afoot for another one on 18–20 March 2022.
The cost is £180 for two nights with full board from Friday supper to Sunday
lunchtime (incl.). Please contact Liz@thestannards.co.uk if you are interested.
Notices
Singers for carol service at St Paul’s on Sat 18 December, 4 pm: if you haven’t sung
before but would like to, don’t be shy! Rehearsals will take place at the church at
7.30 pm on Tuesdays 30 November, 7 and 14 December and Sat 18 December,
1 pm. Contact ianrees212@gmail.com so we can have music ready for you.
Christmas cards Parish cards are available for purchase at St Paul’s and Winchester
Beacon cards at https://wcns.org.uk/blog/christmas-cards-2021/. The pop-up shop
at 17 High Street has a range of charity cards.
Take part in air travel research Neil Garwood, who is studying for an MBA at the
University of Winchester, would like to interview 12 environmentally minded people
about attitudes and behaviours around air travel. Interviews will use Zoom or
Microsoft Teams and take an hour. If you’d like to help, email
n.garwood.19@winchester.ac.uk.

A message from Peter and Julia Seal
We’ve been waiting for this moment! This beautiful garden room has
just been installed, which has been made possible largely thanks to the
most generous leaving gift from you all in the parish.
We are thrilled; it looks wonderful and will give us the extra space we
were hoping for. The aim is that it becomes Peter’s new study – when
we’ve put the new electric radiator in!

This also comes with our very grateful thanks for all the cards and
messages we’ve received since the death of Peter’s mum. We are very
touched and really value your ongoing thoughts and prayers. Jane’s
funeral was on Friday 19th. It has been truly a wonderful blessing to
have been nearby – just 5 minutes’ walk up the road – during these
last weeks.
We’d also like to wish everyone in the parish a very Happy Christmas
and send our love. We will miss you particularly during the wonderful
season of Advent and Christmas. We are just so thankful for the many
years we shared together and all the very happy memories that go
with them.
We look forward to keeping in touch and especially when we’ve put the
oak nesting box up – on the garden room! – in hopes that the blue tits
will make their home in it in the spring.
With our love,
Peter and Julia

Interested in meeting people/getting involved?
 Zoom coffee morning, Thursdays, 10.30 am; for the link, contact Mary
Copping, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café, on the second Wednesday of the month,
10 am–noon in St Paul’s; for real coffee, homemade cakes and a chat; all
welcome
 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the parish rooms – come as you
are and rest in God’s presence
 Tuesday homegroup, planning to reconvene; new members welcome;
please contact James Clay, 852141
 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact
Peter and Irene Casey, 808776
 Advent course on Zoom, three weekly sessions from Tues 30 November,
7.30 pm; please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016
 Toddler group, 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the parish rooms and
outside on the meadow, with play, crafts and songs
 Volunteering opportunities of many types, from sound system operator
to helping the toddler team, baking to buildings maintenance; contact
Maggie Brecknell, 856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net

Contact us
Revd Mary Copping, Children/Youth Co-ordinator & Assistant Priest
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org
Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator
844878 M, W, F, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
Ursula Payne, Rector’s Assistant & Building for Life Administrator
844878 M, Tu, Th, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org (please send me any notices)
Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB, 844878,
www.stmatthewstpaul.org
Please make cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC – all gifts gratefully received
Sort code 55-81-26, Account 73264024
Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Common Worship: Times and Seasons copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 and
published by Church House Publishing. Streaming licence CCLI 111838.
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