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Services
Wednesday

11 am [BCP] Holy Communion

St Matthew’s

Sunday

9.30 am Family Eucharist on 1st Sunday of month

St Paul’s

Sunday

9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays

St Paul’s

Sunday

11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month

St Matthew’s

Sunday

11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays

St Matthew’s

Any time

9.30 am services available online

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/

Interested in meeting
people/getting involved?







Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 10.30
am; for the link, contact Mary Copping,
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
St Paul’s Coffee Pot: pop-up café on the
second Wednesday of the month, 10 am–
noon in St Paul’s; all welcome
Tuesday homegroup: planning to
reconvene; new members welcome;
please contact James Clay, 852141
Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in
the parish rooms; all welcome
Thursday homegroup: meeting fortnightly,
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter and
Irene Casey, 808776
Volunteering opportunities: many types,
from sound system operator to helping
the toddler team, baking to buildings
maintenance; contact Maggie Brecknell,
856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net

Children and young people
welcome








first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family Eucharist
at St Paul’s for all ages with DIY crèche and band
(opportunity for children to play in band)
2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist at St
Paul’s with activities for children and young people
plus a DIY crèche
family service: 4 pm short, informal, all-age worship
with craft activities, on the 2nd Sunday of the month,
with refreshments afterwards
confirmation preparation: for those at secondary
school
baptisms: for babies, children and adults
toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the
parish rooms, with play, crafts and songs
St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school age,
five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm in St Paul’s Hall
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016,
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org

Useful phone numbers
Out-of-hours medical help

111

Police non-urgent

101

St Paul’s medical practice

853599

To report a BT landline fault

0800 800 151

Friarsgate medical practice

871730

Winchester City Council offices

840222

St Clements medical practice

852211

Bus station

0345 121 0190

Royal Hampshire County Hospital

863535

National Rail enquiries

0800 5282 100

2|

Letter from Liz Stuart
Dear friends,
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas I remind myself that governments often get things wrong,
Christians often get things wrong (I certainly do), but the angels never get things wrong. They are
messengers from God; they exist only to do God’s will. They are God’s message and at Christmas
their message is clear: ‘Do not be afraid’ (Luke 2: 10). Do not be afraid because a child is born.
Into our world – a world characterised as post-truth – truth is born not as a set of propositions, not
as a book, nor as a Tweet, but as a baby who can only be known by being found and loved.
Into a world gripped by fear of the stranger, Christ comes as an outsider dependent upon the
kindness of others. Into a world ravaged by cruelty, he is born among the beasts, lying in their
feeding stall, offering himself not just to us humans but to all life.
Into a world suspicious of experts and those with power, the wise and the marginalised alike are
drawn to the peculiar authority of the infant.
Into a world gripped by the icy hand of terror, the angels swoop, directing us to the stable and
declaring that because of what happened in that place there is no need to be afraid. In a world of
darkness, the glory of God blazes through the eyes of a baby.
So if you find yourself in a place of darkness, do not despair, for the people walking in darkness
have seen a great light, on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned (Isaiah 9: 2).
If you feel on the edge of the world, do not feel lonely, but like the shepherds look up because the
angels have found you and are singing, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people’.
If you despair of the cruelty and coldness of the human heart, take courage, for God chooses to
nestle among the beasts, their sibling first.
If you are bewildered and depressed by what the great Christian thinker Thomas Merton called the
‘demented inn’ of the world we live in, have hope, because just outside that inn God lies – one of us
certainly, but outwith our desiccating meanness. There may be no room in the inn, but the divine
makes room in itself for us all.
If you find yourself longing for a reality deeper, richer and more permanent than anything the world
can offer, rejoice, because such a reality is born in the dark places, at the edges and among the
marginalised and the beasts. You just have to step outside the demented inn to find it.
Let the tiny hand of this child grip your finger: he will never ever let go. That little hand connects
you to a love that alone is truth, peace and life. It is a love that always catches us no matter how
hard or fast we fall. It is a love that is our best and only hope. Stretch out your finger and let God
grasp it. In fact, let’s do it together, because in some mysterious way this little child will lead us all
to a state of real truth, true peace and authentic love.
We wish you a happy Christmas and a good New Year.

Cover image: Flight into Egypt,
woodcut by Nick Page, 2021

We’re grateful to all who send in photographs.
This month they are by Jeanette Batt, Frances
Birkett, Carol Bush, Harriet Hide, Ursula Payne,
Julia Seal and Martin West.
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Family feedback
We welcome those who have
worshipped with us for the first
time in recent weeks, and hope
that you may feel comfortable and
encouraged to come again.

We pray for all who are unwell:
Caroline Behan, Freddy Bull,
William Buncombe, Becky Dunn,
Maggie Green, Bob and Elizabeth
Harland, Julia Jones, Kate Morgan,
Phoebe, Sonia Walker, Patricia
Watts, Vera Willnecker and David
Wilson.

We offer our love, sympathy and
prayers to close family and friends
of those who have died recently,
including Doug Maughan, Tom
Mounsey and Jane Seal.

Notices
Advent course on Zoom continues on Tues 7 and
14 December, 7.30 pm. For the link, please contact
Mary Copping, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org.
The joy of prayer A Zoom workshop for anyone
who’d like to broaden their experience of prayer
led by Revd Sally Dakin, Diocesan Spirituality
Adviser: Thurs 9 December, 8–9.15 pm, ‘Dare to
Share’ (reflecting on our relationship with God
and our experience of prayer). Book via
wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org.
Christmas concert Winchester Chamber Orchestra
invite you to their informal Christmas concert at
St Paul’s on Sat 11 December. There are two
performances, each lasting about 45 minutes,
at 2.30 and 3.45 pm. Tickets: £5.50 from
https://www.winchesterchamberorchestra.org.uk/
upcoming-concerts.html or £5 on the door.
Carol concert with items from Handel’s Messiah:
Winchester City Festival Choir perform at St Paul’s
on Wed 15 December, 8 pm. Free entry, with
donations to cover expenses and a collection for
the mayor’s charities.

Christmas cards Parish cards are available for
purchase at St Paul’s and Winchester Beacon cards
at https://wcns.org.uk/blog/christmas-cards-2021/.
The pop-up shop at 17 High Street has a range of
charity cards.
Save the date! Fri 18 February, for Peter and Irene
Casey’s next wine-tasting event, provisionally
entitled ‘To be a pilgrim’ and featuring wines from
great pilgrim routes.
Women’s weekend away Following a wonderful
weekend away at Stanton House in Oxfordshire in
autumn 2019, plans are afoot for another one on
18–20 March 2022. The cost is £180 for two nights
with full board from Friday supper to Sunday
lunchtime (incl.). The format is not yet finalised,
but is likely to include plenty of time for personal
prayer and reflection and an opportunity to enjoy
the beautiful countryside around Stanton House.
Please contact Liz@thestannards.co.uk if you are
interested in joining us.

Sunday services:
December Bible readings
5 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
25 Dec
26 Dec

Philippians 1: 3–11; Luke 3: 1–6 [p. 739]
Zephaniah 3: 14–20; Philippians 4: 4–7; Luke 3: 7–18 [p. 741]
Micah 5: 2–5a; Hebrews 10: 5–10; Luke 1: 39–45 [p. 744]
Isaiah 9: 2–7; Luke 2: 1–20 [p. 751]
No services

January Bible readings
2 Jan
9 Jan
16 Jan
23 Jan
30 Jan
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Ephesians 3: 1–12; Matthew 2: 1–12 [p. 773]
Isaiah 43: 1–7; Acts 8: 14–17; Luke 3: 15–17, 21–22 [p. 775]
Isaiah 62: 1–5; 1 Corinthians 12: 1–11; John 2: 1–11 [p. 778]
Jeremiah 1: 4–10; Acts 9: 1–22; Matthew 19: 27–30 [p. 1103]
Malachi 3: 1–5; Hebrews 2: 14–18; Luke 2: 22–40 [p. 788]

Christmas 2021
Services

These plans are subject to the
Covid situation. Booking will be
necessary for the largest services,
marked with an asterisk.
St Paul’s:
christmas@stmatthewstpaul.org
St Matthew’s:
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org

Sunday 12 December
Christingle service at St Paul’s in aid of
the Children’s Society
Saturday 18 December
* Carol service at St Paul’s (not suitable for
babies and young children) followed by
mince pies and mulled wine
Tuesday 21 December
Animal nativity at St Paul’s (outside)
followed by crafts and hot chocolate
Christmas Eve
* Nativity service at St Paul’s
– children are invited to come dressed as
angels, shepherds, wise men or animals
Midnight Eucharist at St Paul’s
Christmas Day
Holy Communion at St Matthew’s
* Christmas Family Eucharist at St Paul’s
* Holy Communion with carols at St Matthew’s

5 pm

4 pm

10 am

3 for
3.30 pm
11.30 pm
8 am
9.30 am
11.15 am

There shone a star at the start of creation
There shone a star at the start of creation,
beaming so brightly through time and through space;
sign of God’s presence, divine conflagration,
opening the way for each child of our race.
That star would shine when prophets were speaking,
shining to show what was false, what was true.
Still that light shines when God’s people are seeking
lives that are frail to build up and renew.
Then a new star marked the birthplace of Jesus,
herald of hope at the coming of God,
We hear again, now the story has caught us,
follow the footsteps that shepherds once trod.
This was the star that shone all through that Christmas
leading the Magi to love and to grace;
leading us still, to the God who has sought us,
looking with longing from every child’s face.
Andrew E. Pratt (b. 1948)
© 2006 Stainer & Bell Ltd. CCL licence no. 5838
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Eco Church
Climate justice for the most vulnerable
We came into COP26 calling for world leaders to
get on track for 1.5C and deliver climate justice
for the most vulnerable ... We give thanks for the
progress we have seen. But we also lament that the
talks have fallen short of delivering justice and a
safer future for millions of people who are already
bearing the brunt of the climate crisis – those who
live lightly and yet are paying heavily ...
We also came into COP26 knowing the work would
not end in Glasgow. We will take the wins that have
occurred in Glasgow but keep pushing on the things
that still haven’t been achieved. The climate crisis
continues to grow more urgent each day, so we
will keep going, keep praying, keep taking action.
We remain resolute in holding world leaders to
account for keeping their promises, urging richer
nations to step up to their responsibilities, and
calling for justice.

The climate crisis continues to grow
more urgent each day
And we will continue to walk by faith and keep our
eyes fixed on God, who can do immeasurably more
than we ask or imagine.
We leave you with the words of Kuki Rokhum from
EFICOR, our Renew our World partner in India:
‘We want justice for the poorest of the poor living
in different parts of the world who live lightly and
yet pay heavily. The time to act was yesterday, but
God has still given us today.’
Source: Renew our World website

We come to you, Lord
This beautiful garden
As we contemplate the damage that we,
over so many years, have inflicted upon
this beautiful garden created for us,
give us the wisdom to know where we,
as individuals, can make a difference,
by the things we do, and by speaking out.
We give thanks for those whose courage
has awoken the world, in part, into action,
and ask that the eyes of all be opened
to the task before us, to make good again
that which has been badly spoiled.
Amen.
Prayers copyright © John Birch, 2020,
sourced from faith and worship.com

We come to you, Lord,
for the hungry of this world,
that they might find food to eat.
We come to you, Lord,
for the thirsty of this world,
that they might find water to drink.
We come to you, Lord,
for the homeless of the world
that they might find somewhere to live.
We come to you, Living Water,
Bread of Life, for whom this earth
was but a temporary home,
that these, your precious people
might find within your mercy
and gracious provision
an answer to their needs.
Amen.

Green reads
A book about the injustice
of the fashion industry
which goes on to suggest
ways people can escape
from buying more than
they need, moving ‘from
consumption to
compassion’.
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100 flavour-packed recipes
that use UK-grown, easy-tobuy ingredients, that will
help you cut food waste and
save you time and money. It
is about celebrating seasonal
vegetables, and meat and
fish can be added in or taken
away so everyone can enjoy
a delicious meal together.

Beyond Ourselves
Leprosy defeated and lives transformed
Information about one of the charities we as a
parish support
The Leprosy Mission is a global Christian
organisation leading the fight against leprosy,
working with people of all faiths and none in 28
countries. It seeks to break the chains of leprosy
and empower people to attain healing, dignity and
life in its fullness.
Leprosy is a treatable and in large part preventable
disease. The mission’s main focus is on ten
countries in Africa and Asia – Bangladesh, Ethiopia,
India, Mozambique, Myanmar (Burma), Nepal,
Niger, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and Sudan – where there
is a high rate of leprosy or a lack of services for
people affected by the illness.
The Leprosy Mission collaborates with
governments, churches and other organisations.
Most importantly, it works with people affected by
leprosy to achieve the goals of leprosy defeated
and lives transformed. It fights transmission
of leprosy, development of disability and
discrimination. This approach offers a springboard
to better health, self-sufficiency and new hope.
The UN Sustainable Development Goals recognise
that the dignity of the individual is fundamental; no
one should be left behind. People with leprosy,
especially those disabled by it, are often the most
marginalised.
Leprosy Mission values
Compassion: caring for those most in need, coming
alongside them to support their physical, spiritual
and emotional wellbeing
Integrity: working with actions and message in full
harmony
Inclusion: valuing all individuals; promoting equal
access and opportunity
Justice: promoting dignity; respecting and fostering
human rights
Humility: treating everyone as equals and seeking
to serve the most marginalised.
About leprosy The disease is caused by the bacillus
mycobacterium leprae. It starts by damaging nerves
close to the surface of the skin, but because it
multiplies slowly it can take years to develop –
average time is 5 years but it can be as long as 20. A
cure has been available since 1982: a combination
of three drugs is taken daily for 6 or 12 months,
depending on the severity of the disease.
Treated early, it’s unlikely that leprosy will cause
permanent disability. Untreated, it progresses
and nerve damage spreads so that sensation is

diminished in hands and feet, which can lead to
ulcers, infection and permanent disability. It can
cause muscle paralysis, resulting in clawed fingers
and foot drop. Damage to the eyelids means their
muscles stop working, so the eyes are no longer
protected by blinking. This can lead to blindness.
Unfortunately treatment can’t fully reverse
disability. But reconstructive surgery can help
restore movement to eyelids, fingers and feet.
And custom-made protective footwear can prevent
further damage to feet that no longer have any
sensation.
In many countries, people are afraid of leprosy, due
to ancient myths and superstitions. (Think of how
the word ‘leper’ is used in the UK to suggest people
are ‘untouchable’.) People affected by it are often
subjected to stigma and discrimination and can be
rejected by their families, friends and communities.
Many lose their jobs and struggle to find new
employment. Others lose their homes or find
themselves excluded from school.
Today, millions of people are affected by leprosy,
including those yet to be diagnosed and people
cured but permanently disabled. According to the
World Health Organisation, there are more than
200,000 new cases diagnosed globally each year
(2019: 202,185). The number detected fell
dramatically in 2020, to 127,396, as a result of less
new-case detection and reporting during the Covid19 pandemic. 51% of new cases diagnosed in 2020
were found in India.
Hawa’s story 70-year old
Hawa suffered from years of
discrimination caused by the
stigma surrounding leprosy.
But she has received not just
medical treatment, but
counselling and vocational
training too. Her life has
been transformed.
She has grown in confidence
and now runs a successful
business outside her home
in Niger, selling fruits, herbs
and spice mixes. There was a time when she had to
beg for her next meal but now, life is very different.
‘I can hardly believe I am earning a living and can
feed and clothe myself’, she said.
Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee
Source: https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/
For further details about the charities we support,
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/.
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Faith development
Death itself is not to be feared
Clergy witness a lot of dying. We are often asked to
visit people who are close to death, to pray with
them, perhaps to anoint them with holy oil and
to give them Holy Communion to prepare and
strengthen them for the journey ahead. Sometimes
we are asked to be alongside people as they die. It
is always a privilege and a sacred moment to be
with someone as they take their last breath in
this world.
No two people die in exactly the same way but
many people who are close to death go through
a period of agitation or restlessness that can be
deeply distressing to watch. Sometimes people will
become confused during this period. Sometimes
they will see and talk to people or animals from
their past or supernatural figures like angels.
People may become impatient to die. If I am with
someone in this state, I will suggest they think of
a place they have felt completely at peace and
encourage them to go there in their imagination.
This state of agitation often passes, and people
become much more soporific, sleeping a lot and
perhaps becoming less responsive. Their skin colour
and smell may change. A person’s breathing alters
as they approach death. It can become sonorous
and rattling. As death nears there may be long

pauses between breaths. This can also be difficult
for people to see, but I find it helpful to remember
that this is a manifestation of the person’s body
starting to relax into death. I think of it as people
beginning to sink into the loving arms of God.
People do not die to a timetable. A dying person
may hang on until a friend or relative arrives to
say goodbye. Occasionally people seem to need
permission to die from their loved ones. Some
people seem to want to die alone and wait until the
room is empty before taking their last breath. This
can be upsetting for those who have waited by
the bed for hours and just popped out for a few
minutes, but I think that some people want to
save those they love from the moment of death
or want to experience death in private; everyone
is different.
When death comes it is mysterious and solemn to
witness. Many people have an instinctive reaction
to open a window after a death as if something of
the dead person needs to be released.
Being alongside people who are dying has taught
me that death itself is not to be feared. I see it as a
process of being born into a new, greater life.
Liz Stuart

He shall deliver thee
He shares our grief and wipes away our tears
And even in this life he shelters us
Beneath the shadow of his wings. Our fears
And hopes are known to him. His faithfulness
Will be our shield and buckler. We can trust
His constancy and know he will be with us;
With us through the best and through the worst.
I may be threatened by the passing harm
Of outward pestilence, but still I trust
He gives his angels charge, and with his arm
He shelters and embraces me. No power
Can separate me from his love. His Name
Is my protection and delight. I pour
My heart and soul to him in songs and psalms,
And he will bring me through my darkest hour.
Malcolm Guite
Written as a response to Psalm 91, sourced from
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/blog/page/7/
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Our search for a new rector
As I write this I find myself remembering the many
wonderful aspects of Peter Seal’s ministry. I
particularly recall a strong theme of his preaching
before he left was to stress the importance of
teams and teamwork. How prescient and wise!
As your newest churchwarden I had no idea just
how much there would be to do to ensure that the
recruitment process was well managed. But the
good news is that we have brilliant teams in our
parish. From the word go churchwardens and
clergy decided to work especially closely together,
setting aside time to discuss and pray about the
future. With the PCC closely involved at every
stage, and after listening carefully to a wide variety
of views at an open meeting, we have written a
paper (called a parish profile) that tries to
encapsulate our essence as a worshipping
community for potential applicants.

This paragraph seems to us to sum up our essence:
While this parish is already flourishing there is clear
potential for further growth and development not
just in numbers but in activities, in our spiritual life
and in our impact in the community. We are
sacramentally focused, prayerful, delighting in
theological exploration and determinedly inclusive.
Like the pilgrims of our strapline above, we see
ourselves as being on a journey and are looking
for an individual who feels called to lead us.
We are getting strong support from the diocese as
we go through the process, with Bishop David very
much alongside us. His words at the beginning of
our profile are enormously encouraging:
As you read this profile you will discover a church
community that is generous and hospitable and
is eager to serve the community. Describing
themselves as ‘pilgrims on a journey’ they show
many signs of grace and a beautiful combination
of confidence and humility.
In December we will be advertising the rector’s job,
hoping to invite shortlisted candidates to meet us
on Mon 14 February with formal interviews on
Tues 15 February. The 14th will be an opportunity
for a wider group of our congregations to meet
candidates. With the clergy and churchwardens
the PCC has elected two people from our wider
congregations, Vicki Tibbitts and Stephen Adam,
who will represent us alongside Bishop David and
the Revd Karen Kousseff, Area Dean of Winchester.
Vicki in her role as chair of governors at Western
Church School and as a parent of children at
St Paul’s brings valuable perspectives on our
children’s work. Stephen has a deep understanding
of both of our churches, of our distinctive
sacramental focus and of the workings of the
diocese. We are very grateful to them.
Indeed we are so grateful to the many who are
offering their time during this interregnum. In
different ways, people who do this speak of a real
joy in becoming more deeply involved in the life of
the church. Maybe that’s what Peter had in mind
when he urged us all to be more active team
members as he was starting to take the next steps
in his own journey?
Bill Lucas
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St Matthew’s
supper

Family service

Friends’
readathon

Coffee Pot
10 |

Remembrance
Sunday at St Paul’s

Remembrance flowers
at St Matthew’s
Saying farewell
to the Sharps
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Children’s and youth work update
9.30 services The second in our series of dramas
at the 9.30 Family Eucharist was about saints.
Written by Sandra Lewis, with details drawn from
a published book about saints by our very own Liz
Stuart, it was really engaging and informative as
well as having some funny one-liners. The children
rehearsed on the Saturday and enjoyed taking part
on 7 November. The adults thoroughly enjoyed it
too. It was good to see so many families in church
that day.

Child-friendly December dates
Christmas 2021 at St Paul’s

The following Sunday, when we held the annual
Remembrance service, also involved many families
as well as people of all ages. During the 9.30
service, Frances Birkett and our two student
assistants Molly Atkins and Robin Johnson helped
the children make their own poppy wreaths. Then
for the Act of Remembrance at 11 am, we were
pleased to welcome Scouts and Beavers and their
families. This service is always moving and it was
good to see the children lay their wreaths by the
memorial board in St Paul’s.

Sat 11, 10 am–noon: Christmas workshop
Sun 12, 5 pm: Christingle service
Fri 17, 9.30 am: Under-fives’ Christmas celebration
Tues 21, 10 am: Animal nativity (outside – bring your
own chair), followed by crafts and drinks
Fri 24, 3 for 3.30 pm: Nativity (come dressed as an
animal, angel, wise person or shepherd)
Sat 25, 9.30 am: Christmas Family Eucharist service

Family services We held Sunday afternoon services
on 14 and 28 November, each with informal
worship in St Paul’s followed by tea and fun in the
parish rooms. Both times we ended the service
with prayers that the children and adults said, and
all prayed the Lord’s Prayer together.
On 14th we talked about remembering people,
and how Jesus asked his disciples to remember
him through bread and wine. The children were
interested to take a good look at the stained glass
window depicting Jesus at the Last Supper and
asking them to remember him. Giles Tibbitts made
an unusual ball out of (clean!) socks which the
children loved playing football with in St Paul’s Hall.
On 28th we talked about Advent and getting ready
for Christ coming to earth as a baby. Each child was
given an Advent calendar to put together, colour
and take home so they could open a door for each
day of Advent.
It is always good to welcome families to these
informal services. In December, we look forward
to a Christingle service in St Paul’s on Sun 12th at
5 pm and our Animal Nativity in St Paul’s car park
on Tues 21st at 10 am.
Western Church School It was good to welcome
Year 5 to St Paul’s for their Remembrance service
on 11 November. Parents and carers were able to
come and be part of the service. During November
I had my first lunchtime walkabout at school,
chatting to staff in the staffroom and going out into
the playground. I hadn’t seen most of the children
for a long time so was pleased that many of them
still recognised me.

12 |

Westgate Lower School I look forward to taking
another assembly soon.
Peter Symonds College It was good to join the
Christian Union for one of their meetings, and I had
the chance to chat with a couple of the staff who
were there. I will be helping rehearse readers for
the Peter Symonds carol service in Winchester
Cathedral and then attend in the evening.
Toddler group This continues to thrive and make
connections with church, through people coming to
services, asking about baptisms and weddings, etc.
Whenever possible we stay in the outside area,
which the children love to do. They come well
kitted-out with warm clothes and wet-weather
gear. We tell a story, sing songs and snack in the
rooms with lots of windows and doors open!
I thank the toddler group team for their wonderful
support but would like to put out a plea for more
helpers on a Friday morning for this vibrant group.
The older Transition group Some of them met
for a pizza, and we plan to have another quiz on
Zoom soon.
St Paul’s Pre-school I continue to have close
involvement with them and look forward to our
combined under-fives’ Christmas Celebration with
toddler group in St Paul’s on Fri 17 December at
9.30 am.
Do be in touch with any ideas you have of how
we can use St Paul’s Church more and more for
children and families.
Mary Copping, 07921 886016
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org

Hymns and their writers

Message from Peter and Julia Seal

Do you ever wonder who wrote the lyrics of the
hymns we sing? Some, like John Wesley, are widely
known but others are obscure, and we may only
glance at their name written after the final verse.

We’ve been waiting for this moment! This beautiful
garden room has just been installed, which has
been made possible largely thanks to the most
generous leaving gift from you all in the parish.

Advent began on 28 November, that quiet period
of waiting until we celebrate the birth of Christ.
An old favourite of mine, so evocative of this
season, is ‘O come, O come, Emmanuel’. It feels
ancient. It is like a chant that echoes in the silence
of an old church on a dark evening surrounded by
candlelight. Its origins are centuries old – it was
once sung in Latin as an antiphon.
The version we know is a translation by John
Mason Neale (1818–1866), a Victorian Anglican
priest who became a supporter of the Oxford
Movement. Graduating from Trinity College,
Cambridge, he was ordained in 1842 but only
briefly held the benefice of Crawley in Sussex as he
suffered from poor health. Latterly he was
appointed warden of Sackville College, East
Grinstead – an almshouse rather like that described
in Anthony Trollope’s novel. He was a great scholar,
writing extensively about history and theology,
books for children, poetry and hymns. Among
those many of us know are ‘Of the Father’s love
begotten’, ‘Jerusalem the golden’ and ‘All glory,
laud and honour’ (translations) as well as the carols
‘Good Christian men, rejoice’ and ‘Good King
Wenceslas looked out’ (his own compositions).
I cannot do justice here to this great scholar but if
you are interested there is a wealth of information
on the internet.
Norma Goodwin

The Friends
The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul hosted two
wonderful events recently. The first was held on
Sat 9 October at St Paul’s, where parishioners
and friends were entertained by our much-loved
curate, Liz Stuart, who combines this role with her
day job as Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Winchester! We all know Liz as the most splendid
deliverer of sermons. Being able to share the
story of her life as well as her favourite pieces of
music, which she described so vividly, provided a
marvellous evening. A glass of wine and numerous
old friends sent us joyfully into the night, with
proceedings raising over £700.
On Sat 6 November a rather different event took
place at St Matthew’s. This was a readathon during
which six parishioners read the books of Psalms
and Isaiah over the course of nine hours. From
sponsorship it raised the considerable sum of £600,
which will also add nicely to our coffers to support
maintenance of the two churches.
Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair

We are thrilled; it looks wonderful and will give us
the extra space we were hoping for. The aim is that
it becomes Peter’s new study – when we’ve put the
new electric radiator in!
This also comes with our very grateful thanks for all
the cards and messages we’ve received since the
death of Peter’s mum. We are very touched and
really value your ongoing thoughts and prayers.
Jane’s funeral was on Fri 19 November. It has been
truly a wonderful blessing to have been nearby –
just 5 minutes’ walk up the road – during these
last weeks.
We’d also like to wish everyone in the parish a very
Happy Christmas and send our love. We will miss
you particularly during the wonderful season of
Advent and Christmas. We are just so thankful for
the many years we shared together and all the very
happy memories that go with them.
We look forward to keeping in touch and especially
when we’ve put the oak nesting box up – on the
garden room! – in hopes that the blue tits will
make their home in it in the spring.
With our love,
Peter and Julia
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From our elected representatives
Ambitious and legally binding
climate pledges
First up this time, it was such a pleasure to be back
in our hospital recently to catch up with everyone
in person and to welcome the extremely busy
cancer services team back to Nick Jonas Ward
following a temporary move to Sarum Road and
Basingstoke because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
I understand why the trust had to move cancer
services out of the Royal Hampshire County
Hospital, and it was key to keeping this lifesaving
work going during the pandemic. However, there
was anxiety among constituents as to whether
they would ever return. I know everyone is
really pleased that this has happened exactly as
envisaged and as promised. It was great to go in
and welcome them home.
Bigger than most things is, of course, COP26, which
took place early in November. As I write it’s not yet
finished, but it was a genuine privilege to be in
Glasgow in week one of the United Nations event. I
attended a number of events and spoke at several,
including one about how parliaments around the
world will hold governments to account for their
undertakings on the climate and the environment.
The UK has made ambitious, legally binding
pledges, so it’s important that experienced MPs like
me hold their feet to the fire. We intend to!
It was a real pleasure to meet with several
indigenous people and representatives from Brazil
in the wake of the landmark agreement which saw
100 world leaders sign a new undertaking to stop

and reverse deforestation in places such as the
Amazon. As a young schoolboy, this was the issue
that drove me into politics in the first place, so I am
personally very invested in it and have already met
with our Prime Minister to better understand the
agreement reached at COP. We are working with,
among others, the Coalition for Rainforest Nations
who I also met in Glasgow.
A little outside this parish ... but can I recommend
residents here take a look at plans I am backing for
a new nature reserve north of the city? Littleton
and Harestock Parish Council is proposing a 25hectare reserve in the northern section of the Sir
John Moore Barracks on Andover Road once the
Army Training Regiment departs. It is in discussion
with the Defence Infrastructure Organisation
to protect and enhance the biodiversity of the
northern area of the site, and I recently took the
case to the minister at the Ministry of Defence
in Whitehall.
Finally, thank you to the countless constituents
who have contacted me since the murder of my
colleague Sir David Amess, just to wish me well.
It means more than you know. You can read my
tribute to David and comment on the relationship
we should have with our MPs at
stevebrine.com/DavidAmess.
I wish all readers a Merry Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 9 November

Kreta from the Amazon
with Steve Brine at COP 20
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Exciting changes for River Park
and former leisure centre
As we move towards the end
of 2021, it’s good to see
Winchester High Street
much busier, a number of
new businesses opening, and
good trade for the farmers’
market and street market.
But it’s not just the High
Street that needs attention,
and over the past few weeks
Winchester City Council has
announced some exciting
changes for North Walls Park
and the former River Park
Leisure Centre site.
At the Winchester Town
Forum meeting, we
approved a new Park Plan
for the recreation ground
at North Walls. Over the
coming years, the park will
benefit from a series of
improvements: taking what’s great about the park
already, upgrading the bits that are worn out and
improving facilities for a wide variety of park users
– from children and parents to sports teams,
joggers, dog walkers and picnickers.
Among planned improvements are:






new benches, upgraded walking and cycle
paths, a permanent café and new toilet
facilities
an upgraded children’s playground,
improvements to the Skate Park, and new
splash and paddling areas for water play
opening-up of the middle river and the addition
of new dipping platforms where park users can
sit and dangle their feet in the water
outdoor exercise equipment and a new multiuse perimeter track with distance markers and
all-weather surfacing
quiet areas with biodiverse planting and
natural shelters.

Some improvements, including the playground
refurbishment, can be carried out in the coming
year. Others are more likely to happen over
the next few years, once expected funding is
confirmed. Having a Park Plan makes the task of
securing funding much easier.
In addition, Winchester City Council is in talks with
the University of Southampton about the future of
the old leisure centre building at River Park as a site
for the development of a new centre for art, design
and technology.

It’s clear there are lots of potential advantages for
Winchester if this goes ahead and is handled
correctly. Being host to one of the country’s largest
and best art, design and tech campuses would help
put Winchester on the map as a leading creative
and educational hub, and it would support local
jobs and start-ups.
It’s also clear that the university’s ambition is to
create a set of beautiful new, low-carbon buildings
that could include much-needed new community
facilities. These could include:





flexible performance space for the community
that could host music concerts, arts events and
other performing arts
publicly accessible arts spaces and library
facilities
exhibition spaces; the potential for an area to
hold events celebrating the city’s local heritage
is one of the many possibilities here
a new café accessible to the community.

No deal has yet been done with the university,
although the proposal is to give it a maximum
of five years to develop plans and consult with
the local community. So there will plenty of
opportunities to help shape the scheme.
As always, if you think we can be of help, please do
get in touch with us.
Wishing you all good health in 2022.
Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 16 November
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Classifieds

A McKerrell
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Domestic installer
PAT testing
No job too small. No call out fee.
aimsekai@gmail.com
07902 497728
General maintenance, handyman, painting and
decorating services also offered
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING
WINCHESTER
Flat roof specialists

THE LOG CABIN
FOR HIRE

Ring Harry
01962 860487, 07795 935202

Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs
renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired

Free estimates

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group
Ideal for children’s parties
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities
Fantastic large garden
To find out more and book go to
www.11thwinchester.org.uk

Blackwell & Moody
MADE-TO-MEASURE
SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
WITH A LOCAL SERVICE
For a FREE, no-obligation home
consultation, call Mike on
01962 710807 or e-mail
hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk
For more information: 160 Stockbridge
Road, Winchester SO22 6RN

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk

Monumental and general masons
Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road
Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476,
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net
Suppliers of new memorials • Existing
memorials renovated • Building restoration •
House signs and numbers • All stonework •
Professional advice
www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office,
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
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BLB private car hire
Airport, docks and longdistance transfers in
safety and luxury

Garden design
and construction

Will Ridpath
Over 20 years of creating
gardens to suit your needs

blbcarhire@gmail.com
07775 893146

07803 297563, 01794 514572
will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk
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Richard Steel & Partners
Family owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery
Continuing four generations of personal
family service since 1860
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk
with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at
Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU
We offer a choice of funeral plans

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH
and the local community
If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ
01962 830880
winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals.
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.
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Contact us
Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest,
children/youth work co-ordinator
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F

Revd Liz Stuart, Curate
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Priest
revneil@hotmail.co.uk
864910

Katy Palacio, parish administrator,
room bookings, advertising
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, W, F

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant,
Building for Life project
administrator
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org
844878, M, Tu, Th

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy
officer
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.or
g
855871

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s
bill@bill-lucas.com

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s
ianrees212@gmail.com
07824 686147

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer
(children and adults)
dpbray@virginmedia.com
07786 837535

Christopher Seaman, churchwarden,
St P’s
chrseaman@aol.com
849192

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary
n.schulz@btopenworld.com
810509

Jan Walley, parish visiting
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstp
aul.org
808441

Alexa Heady, assistant churchwarden,
St P’s
alexa.heady@gmail.com
841151

Alison Collins, electoral roll
officer
ajcero@btinternet.com
863739

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk
624259

Mike Russell-Smith, churchwarden,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair,
Friends of St Matthew with St
Paul
roberta@fabrock.plus.com
853088

Linda Russell-Smith, flower
team co-ordinator,
St M’s
waldrons@ntlworld.com
853584

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ health,
safety and security officer,
St M’s
dwlknsn@hotmail.com
865705

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school
supervisor
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk
07879 645600

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester
SO22 5AB, 844878
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3

All gifts gratefully received
Cheques payable to
St Matthew’s PCC
Sort code 55-81-26
Account 73264024

Website:
www.stmatthewstpaul.org

May my joy in you –
the source of life –
never be at the expense of others,
and may my neighbour’s well-being
be to me as my own.
Peter Millar, based on words and hopes in the Psalms

