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If you are new or visiting we hope you feel at home here 
on this most holy day 

 

Welcome to this Christmas celebration. Please show care and consideration 
for others, sanitising your hands at the entrance and wearing a face-
covering in church. Whenever possible, keep a good distance apart from 
others, conscious that different people have different vulnerabilities. Please 
would parents ensure that their children stay close to them at all times. Do 
join in with the service by saying the words in bold type and singing the 
carols (wearing a face covering). 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Stand 

  The greeting 
 

The priest greets and welcomes the people: 
 

I bring you good news of great joy: 
All a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia. 

Unto us a child is born, 
All unto us a Son is given. Alleluia. 
 Hear the words of St Luke: 

When the angels had gone from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, 
‘Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened 
which the Lord has made known to us.’ 
So they hastened, and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 
He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia. 

All We worship and adore him. Alleluia. 
 

Sit 
 

Lighting of the Christmas candle 
 

God our Father, today the Saviour is born and those who live in 
darkness are seeing a great light. Help us who greet the birth of Christ 
with joy to live in the light of your Son, and to share the good news of 
your love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who has come 
into the world. 

All Amen. 
  



4 

Stand 
 

1  
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the King of angels: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
 

2  
God of God, 
light of light, 
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
very God,  
begotten not created: 
Refrain  

3  
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God 
in the highest: 
Refrain 

4  
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: 
Refrain 

 

Attrib. John Francis Wade (1711–1786), 
trans. Frederick Oakeley (1802–1880) and others 

 

Sit 
 

Blessing of the crib 
 

Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray 
that God will bless this crib, that all who worship his Son, born of the 
Virgin Mary, may come to share his life in glory. 

 

God our Father, on this day your Son Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation; we thank you for this nativity 
scene which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; may all 
who see it be strengthened in faith, and receive the fullness of life he 
came to bring; who is alive and reigns for ever. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of penitence [saying sorry] 
 

As we stand with the shepherds before the newborn Christ child, 
we open our hearts in penitence and faith. 

 

 You, Lord, were born for our salvation: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace: 
 Christ, have mercy. 
All Christ, have mercy. 
 You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

Please stand. With the angels we praise God, singing: 

The Peruvian Gloria 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 
All Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 

To him be glory for ever. 
All To him be glory for ever. 

Alleluia, amen. 
All Alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen. 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father. 
All Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father. 

To him be glory for ever. 
All To him be glory for ever. 

Alleluia, amen. 
All Alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen. 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 
All Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 

To him be glory for ever. 
All To him be glory for ever. 

Alleluia, amen. 
All Alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen. 
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The Christmas Collect 
 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration 
that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever. 

 

All praise to you, Almighty God and heavenly king, 
who sent your Son into the world 
to take our nature upon him 
and be born of a pure virgin. 
Grant that, as we are born again in him, 
so he may continually dwell in us 
and reign on earth as he reigns in heaven 
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

1  
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus 
laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky 
looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2  
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus!  
Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side 
until morning is nigh. 

3 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

 

William James Kirkpatrick (1838–1921) 
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Liturgy of the Word 
 Today Christ is born: 
All Alleluia! 
 Today the Saviour has come: 
All Alleluia! 
 Today the angels sing on earth: 
All Alleluia! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

 Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

Luke 2: 1–14 
 

 This is the gospel of Christ. 
All Praise to Christ our Lord. 
 

Sit 
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Revd Mary Copping and Revd Liz Stuart      Sermon 
 

Stand 

Creed [what we believe] 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
who made the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his Son, Jesus Christ, 
who died and lives? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
All This is our faith: we believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

Sit 

Prayers [we bring before God our needs 
and the needs of the world] 

 

At the end of the prayers: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

Stand 

The Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
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Offertory 
 

During the pandemic we aren’t passing the collection plate around, but you 
are invited to give at the end of the service using the card reader or bowl at 
the back. If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in a Gift Aid envelope 
and fill it in. 
 

1 
Unto us is born a Son, 
King of choirs supernal: 
see on earth his life begun, 
of lords the Lord eternal, 
of lords the Lord eternal. 

2 
Christ, from heaven descending low, 
comes on earth a stranger; 
ox and ass their owner know, 
becradled in the manger, 
becradled in the manger. 
 

3 
This did Herod sore affray, 
and grievously bewilder; 
so he gave the word to slay, 
and slew the little childer, 
and slew the little childer. 

4 
Of his love and mercy mild 
this the Christmas story; 
and O that Mary’s gentle Child 
might lead us up to glory, 
might lead us up to glory! 

5 
O and A, and A and O, 
cum cantibus in choro, 
let our merry organ go, 
benedicamus Domino, 
benedicamus Domino. 

 

Puer nobis nascitur, Moosburg Gradual (1355/1360) 
via Piae Cantiones (1582), 

trans. George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848–1934) 
 

The bread and wine are prepared on the altar. 
 

We say together: 
 

Blessèd be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessèd be God for ever. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Holy are you, embracing God, 
for through your Word all things came into being 
and without you not one thing was made. 
As your Word spoke through your covenant, 
you created a people bound to you. 
Through promise and pardon, slavery and exile, 
you showed that what had come into being through you was life. 
Your prophets promised that life as a light for all people 
and spoke of a day of comfort and redemption 
when ruins and waste places would break forth into song. 
When that day came, and the Word became flesh, 
your angels sang for joy and put a new song into our hearts. 
And even when your own people rejected your Son, 
you brought forth from his death a resurrection of everlasting glory. 
You welcome us as your forgiven people, uniting heaven and earth 
and joining our voices with angels and archangels, 
in the unending hymn. 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Life-giving God, as your Word became flesh and lived among us, 
come among us now in the fullness of your grace and truth. 
Make us holy as you are holy, 
that your Word may become flesh anew today. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine 
and make them be for us the body and blood of Jesus. 
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Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After supper he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
All Christ has died; 

Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

 

God of glory, make your Church a sign 
of newborn hope in your kingdom. 
Be born in us today. 
Where your children are faced with ruin, show them redemption. 
Where sorrow endures, bring your holy comfort. 
Where division excludes, give your grace. 
Where bondage confines, sing your new song. 
Restore our hope in you, until the day 
when all that you have brought into being finds its everlasting destiny 
in the glory of your only Son, 
when nothing in heaven or on earth 
falls outside your redeeming purpose, 
and when all things shall be full of grace and truth in you, 
one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NImDXhIe1Shx4M&tbnid=xyJdOqamiqK3HM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk/easter5a.htm&ei=FfpBUd7UJueH0AXMlIDwCw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFkkQXCyzIRgKIT6sV2-SF_ARbpiQ&ust=1363364462955931
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Sit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Breaking of the bread 
 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
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Remain seated to sing 

Agnus Dei 

 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Come to this table, not because you must 
but because you may. 
Come, not because you have all faith 
but because you have some faith 
and would like to grow in it.  
Come, because you love the Lord a little 
and would like to love him more. 
Come, because he loves you, 
and wants to give you everything. 
Come, because all is ready, and we are his body. 

All Amen. 
 

All communicant members of any church are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Everybody is welcome to come up for a blessing. Please 
approach the altar by the central aisle and return by the side aisles. During 
the distribution please pray quietly and do not talk. 
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Thanksgiving after Communion 
 

All Son of Mary, Son of God,  
may we who have joined the worship of the angels 
never lose that heavenly vision. 
May we who, like the shepherds, 
have seen in your birth a new kind of love, 
show that love in our lives, 
to your praise and glory for ever.  
Amen. 

 

Stand  
 

1  
Hark, the herald-angels sing 
glory to the new-born King; 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies, 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
Hark, the herald-angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 

2  
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
hail, the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Refrain 
 

3 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings; 
mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Refrain 

 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788),  
alt. George Whitefield (1714–1770) 
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Blessing and Dismissal 
 

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary 
and the peace of the Christ child 
be yours this Christmas. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

 The Word was made flesh and lived among us: 
All and we have seen his glory. 
 Stay in the peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?biw=1280&bih=600&tbm=isch&tbnid=4BvpEkvD1E2XhM:&imgrefurl=http://www.silk.net/RelEd/angelclipart1.htm&docid=p5IxBNayeg87KM&imgurl=http://www.silk.net/RelEd/clip_art/angel01.gif&w=304&h=234&ei=WE2XUubMMISRhQet1YGADQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=223&start=37&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:55,s:0&tx=100&ty=77
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