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Services 
Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Eucharist on 1st Sunday of month St Paul’s  

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 
 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 

10.30 am; for the link, contact Mary 
Copping, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 Tuesday homegroup: meeting first 
and third weeks, 7.45 pm; new 
members welcome; please contact 
James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm 
in the parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting 
fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 pm; please 
contact Peter and Irene Casey, 
808776 

 Volunteering opportunities: many 
types, from sound system operator to 
helping the toddler team, baking to 
buildings maintenance; contact 
Maggie Brecknell, 856552, 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family Eucharist 
at St Paul’s for all ages with DIY crèche and band 
(opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist at St 
Paul’s with activities for children and young people 
plus a DIY crèche 

 family service: 4 pm short, informal, all-age worship 
with craft activities, on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 
with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation: for those at secondary 
school  

 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the 

parish rooms, with play, crafts and songs 
 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school age, 

five days a week 9.15 am–3 pm in St Paul’s Hall 
 

Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from Mary Copping 

 
  

Hi, 

I wish you a belated Happy New Year and hope that you managed to have a good enough Christmas 
break, although I realise that some found it hard. 

As many of you know, I got Covid at the beginning of January. I haven’t a clue who I caught it from, 
though I did mix with lots of people over the festive season. Who would have thought we would be 
in this situation two years on? It particularly hit schools and families, with quite a few having to give 
up plans for Christmas and New Year and self-isolate. Now many families are catching up on visits 
to family and friends. I am aware that it continues to devastate lives and communities. Our prayers 
go out for those who mourn the loss of loved ones, those who suffer and those dedicated people 
who care for them in hospitals and at home. 

I am grateful for all the messages of sympathy and love that I received from people in our 
congregations. It made me think what a wonderful church community we have. I am at the moment 
reading a book by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (a German Lutheran pastor who was known for his staunch 
resistance to the Nazi dictatorship, including vocal opposition to Hitler’s regime, and dying for this 
cause in 1945). The book is called Life Together and is about the value of the church community. 
Some thoughts from it: 

The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the 
believer. 

The fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace … so the one who has the privilege of living  
a common Christian life with other Christians should praise God’s grace from the bottom of  
their heart. 

Christian brotherhood is not an ideal we must realise but a reality created by God in Christ in which 
we may participate. 

We are so blessed to be able to meet again in our church community and I think we appreciate it 
even more because of not having been able do to so for a while. At the centre of our community  
is the love of God – knowledge of his love for us, loving him and loving each other with his 
unconditional love. Where else could we meet people of all ages, friends, in such a safe,  
welcoming space?  

It was good to welcome David Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke, to our service on 16 January to 
license Liz Stuart as our Associate Priest and to commission our new parish visitors. Usually curates 
leave to go to another church when they are licensed, so I’m thrilled that Liz is staying with us.  
I so value working with her and enjoy the laughs we have. There’s a light touch to all that we do 
together which I very much appreciate. Welcome, Liz, as Associate Priest and good friend. 

It is wonderful that there were five new parish visitors to commission (four at this service and one 
the week after). Jan Walley worked hard organising their six-week training course, with people from 
other local parishes and the St John’s charity, to bring them to this point. Clergy, churchwardens 
and many others so value the quiet work that the parish visitors continue to do, no matter what the 
circumstances. Thank you. 

A verse I love is Romans 15: 13, ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit’. 

As I look out of my window I see a beautiful blue sky, trees and plants full of life; I hear the birds 
singing and feel the hope in God and the peace that only he can give.  

Thanks be to God. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Freddy Bull, 
William Buncombe, Becky Dunn, 
Maggie Green, Bob and Elizabeth 
Harland, Julia Jones, Kelly Jones, 
Kate Morgan, Phoebe, Patricia 
Watts, Vera Willnecker and  
David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Stuart Cowan, Diane 
Padley and Agnes Swan. 

 
 
 
 
Emmanuel Jal musical workshop, talk and 
performance  We are excited to be welcoming 
Emmanuel Jal, former child soldier turned 
international recording artist and keynote speaker, 
to St Paul’s on Sun 6 February 2022. He will be 
running a lively musical workshop for pre-school–
Year 3, 4–4.45 pm (£5/child). From 5.30 to 6.30 pm, 
he will be sharing his message and music with all 
ages (suitable for age 8+, £5/child, £10/18+).  
Both events are in support of St Paul’s Pre-school; 
please join us. Tickets from 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/feb6th202
2. 
 
‘To be a pilgrim’ wine-tasting on Fri 18 February, 
7.30 pm at Pheasants Way, Sarum Road, with 
proceeds going to the parish’s Beyond  
Ourselves charities. Tickets (£17.50) from 
pheasants@picasey.me.uk, 808776. 
 
Thoroughly Modern Millie  Encore Youth Theatre 
will be back at the Theatre Royal on 24–26 
February with another joyful and toe-tapping 
musical, set in 1922 New York. Do go and support 
Jonathan and Oli Eadie (both playing key roles) at 
matinée or evening shows – a great opportunity  
to get out for some fabulous entertainment that 
we’ve all been missing over the past two years. 
Book tickets (£12–£19) at 
https://www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk/whats-
on/thoroughly-modern-millie.  
 
Lent course on Zoom – save the dates!  Sessions 
planned for Tuesday evenings on 8, 15, 22, 29 
March and 5 April with visiting speakers addressing 
different spiritual traditions. 

Foundation Governor vacancy at Western Church 
of England Primary School  St Paul’s and St 
Matthew’s churches have a long history with 
Western, and our links go deeply into the very 
governance of the school. Western School has 
three Foundation Governor positions (governors 
elected by the parish), one of which is vacant 
following Canon Peter Seal’s retirement. The other 
two Foundation Governors are Helen Jesty and 
Vicki Tibbitts. The governing body has requested 
that we seek to fill the vacancy as soon as possible. 
Could that person be you? 

We are not seeking a specific skillset for this role, 
although any experience in education would  
be beneficial. There are plenty of training 
opportunities to support governors along their 
way. The governing body’s preference is for 
someone who isn’t a parent of a pupil currently at 
the school. Time commitment is a minimum of two 
evening meetings per half term plus some time 
visiting the school each term. Please talk to  
Helen (helen.jesty@btinternet.com) or Vicki 
(tibbitts@cantab.net) if this may be something 
you’re interested in.  

 
 

 Sunday services: 
February Bible readings 
6 Feb 
13 Feb 
20 Feb 
27 Feb 

1 Corinthians 15: 1–11; Luke 5: 1–11 [p. 796] 
Jeremiah 17: 5–10; 1 Corinthians 15: 12–20; Luke 6: 17–26 [p. 797] 
Genesis 2: 4b–9, 15–25; Revelation 4: 1–11; Luke 8: 22–25 [p. 803] 
Exodus 34: 29–35; 2 Corinthians 3: 12–4: 2; Luke 9: 28–36 [p. 807] 

Family feedback 

Notices 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs. This month they are by 
Jeanette Batt, Mary Copping, Claire 
Feltham, Paula Ferguson, Sandra Lewis, 
Henrietta Lucas, Peter Lucas, Ursula Payne, 
Chris Valentine and Martin West. Wenceslas 
illustration by Arthur Gaskin, 1904. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/feb6th2022
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/feb6th2022
https://www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk/whats-on/thoroughly-modern-millie
https://www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk/whats-on/thoroughly-modern-millie
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Training new parish visitors 
An experience of building links in the community 

Some of you may be aware that during the autumn 
of 2021, we hosted a new training course for parish 
visitors at St Paul’s Church. This time we worked 
with colleagues from the Three Saints’ Benefice 
and St Faith at St Cross – two of our cluster church 
benefices. We also collaborated with St John’s 
charity, which trains befrienders to support those 
in need. The course ran for six weeks with 20–30 
attending including eight trainees from the cluster 
churches, six trainee befrienders for St John’s and 
existing visitors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The course covered the issues of theological 
grounding, lone working and active listening. 
Outside speakers discussed dementia, end-of-life 
issues, mental health and bereavement. It was 
particularly helpful to participate with colleagues, 
sharing best practice and learning from each other. 

It was enormously encouraging for me, especially 
during the difficult days of lockdown early in 2021, 
to be planning positively for this training, working 
with colleagues and recruiting for a new phase in 

our initiative to support those in need – both  
within our church parish and also into the wider 
community. We are now aiming to build on the 
relationship the cluster has with St John’s so  
that they continue to refer to us those in the 
community in need of a listening ear. 

Being able to host this training within our beautiful 
refurbished church made the experience 
particularly special. We were so proud to offer  
such a very flexible – and warm! – training space, 
provide refreshments, IT support and other 
facilities for all. 

Particular thanks go to Norma Goodwin and her 
team for co-ordinating refreshments each week, 
Penny Maguire for her background system support 
and also Katy Palacio for her administrative help. 

For our parish we now welcome five new parish 
visitors and very much look forward to them joining 
our team – now with 18 active visitors. 

Jan Walley, Co-ordinator 

Double joy as promises made! 
Sunday 16 January was a very special day for the 
parish as Revd Professor Liz Stuart, our curate since 
2019, was licensed into the permanent post of 
Associate Priest. Alongside her a new contingent  
of parish visitors promised joyfully to serve those  
in need. 

At a festive joint service for members of both  
St Matthew’s and St Paul’s the Rt Revd David 
Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke, licensed Liz to  
the parish as a self-supporting priest following 
completion of her training curacy. Although curates 
usually move on to a new parish at this point, we 
are hugely fortunate that she wishes to stay. 

For the past nine months Liz’s day job has been 
running the University of Winchester as Vice-
Chancellor, but she has now reverted to the post  
of First Deputy Vice-Chancellor. Internationally 

acclaimed as a theologian with a passion for 
inclusivity, she said, ‘I thank God every day that he 
sent me to this parish ... I read something this week 
that said how easy it would be to love everybody if 
we but knew their stories. Well, we do know their 
stories. We know that everybody is a beloved child 
of God. We lay hold to this, we celebrate it.’ 

Revd Mary Copping said, ‘I am so pleased that Liz 
has joined our parish and will continue to be with 
us – she is a joy to work with. It is also really great 
that we have these new parish visitors – such an 
achievement.’ 

As Bishop David commissioned the new group of 
visitors, he said, ‘Your service is a pastoral one, 
especially to the unwell, the frail, the bereaved,  
the lonely and the troubled. I encourage you to  
see them with Christ’s eyes of love.’ 

Organisers Jan 
Walley, Hilary 
Healey, Liz Baron  

Group work 
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Eco Church 
A new evangelism: the common-wealth of the Creator 

 
Fires, floods and fear: humanity is becoming 
frightened by global heating. The second of  
St Paul’s famous trinity of Christian virtues in  
1 Corinthians 13: 13 is ‘hope’. We reject despair 
because it is faithless and loveless. We cherish 
hope. As the climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe has 
said about climate change, ‘What we need to fix 
this is rational hope’. 

So what hopes do we have to offer to fearful 
humans? 

We exalt a creator God. God’s creative spirit 
imbues the universe with hope. Our tiny part of it, 
God’s blue planet, is burgeoning with life. An oak 
tree produces thousands of acorns. Human sperm 
contains millions of living organisms. All life, from 
bacteria to birds, evolves, bursting with God’s 
creation. It is the common-wealth of God. This 
cornucopia of creativity means that all lifeforms 
must die; without death there can be no more life. 
Otherwise there will be no space on earth. Our first 
hope therefore is that we understand the balance 
of life and death in creation. 

Humans have tried to become gods on earth. Half 
of us now live in cities in which the rest of God’s 
creation becomes less visible. The human footprint 
has stamped on much of the creation of God: there 
are 50% fewer animals on the planet today than in 
1970. David Attenborough’s Extinction programme 
on television has brought this home to a vast 
audience. Our creation-centred gospel, however, 
advocates a common-wealth of creatures living 
lightly on the earth. Our cities are becoming 
greener by cherishing green spaces, planting trees 
and growing plants vertically as has been done in 
Cuba. Our city churches and their graveyards are 
becoming nature reserves.  

Churches are changing to renewable electricity 
sources so that the baleful emissions from the 
carbon fuels burned to produce electricity are 
reduced. Almost every city in the world has a 
church in it. Orthodox churches have long 
championed the green gospel. The eyes of 
Christians are on eternity, not the usual temporary 
bricks and mortar of cities. Our buildings last for 
centuries. Our new buildings are constructed to be 
as nearly carbon neutral as possible. We sing, pray 
and act for our Creator God. We denounce the 
crumbling concrete gods of earth. 

So how is this the new evangelism? The Great 
Commission of Jesus and Mark 16: 15 is clear: 

‘Proclaim the good news to the whole creation’. 
Until recently, much preaching from our pulpits 
exhorted us as individuals to follow Christ and be 
saved. Our Christ was too small. The good news is 
for the whole of creation. That cannot mean that 
we, just one God-created being on earth, destroy 
the others. Rowan Williams puts it thus: ‘We need 
to regain a sense that our relationship to the earth 
is about communion not consumption’. The root 
meaning of ‘consumption’ is ‘destruction’, as its 
traditional use for the dreaded disease of TB so 
graphically illustrates. ‘Wealth’ in its original 
meaning meant ‘welfare’: in a common-wealth all 
creation sings together for the glory of God. 
Common welfare is enhanced. 

 

The good news is for  
the whole of creation 

 

Throughout the world, for Christian and non-
Christian alike, the essentials of the divine 
common-wealth are being increasingly valued. 
Millions march to save life as we know it; they 
sometimes say they’re marching to save the planet; 
this is misconceived since the planet will survive. 
God has designed it so that the anthropogenic  
will always be counter-balanced by the biogenic. 
Millions are saying, ‘What can we do to reduce 
global heating?’ This reminds us of the young 
ruler’s request to Jesus, ‘What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ (Luke 18: 18). He is told in Luke 18: 23, 
‘Distribute the money to the poor’. 

The Christian answer to our present rich 
overdevelopment is similar: seek the welfare of all, 
not wealth for us who live in the rich world. As 
Peter Boyde of the Eden Project said, we seek  
‘a world without want that doesn’t cost the earth’. 
We are not advocating lifestyle changes but 
survival strategies. Christians are beginning to  
lead the way in combatting global heating. Those 
outside the church see our actions, and understand 
that we take a view of eternity, not the next 
election. For the first time for centuries many of 
the aims of the church cohere with the most far-
sighted understandings of those around us. What 
an opportunity for evangelism! 

John D. Anderson, Baildon Methodist Church 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/a-new-evangelism-

the-common-wealth-of-the-creator/  

https://greenchristian.org.uk/a-new-evangelism-the-common-wealth-of-the-creator/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/a-new-evangelism-the-common-wealth-of-the-creator/
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Where now after COP26? 
 
Green Christian writes that after the UK-led COP26, 
predicted carbon emissions are still a long way 
from where they need to be to safeguard our 
climate. The head of the UN, Antonio Guterres, 
said, ‘The COP26 outcome is a compromise … It’s 
an important step, but it’s not enough. It’s time to 
go into emergency mode. The climate battle is the 
fight of our lives and that fight must be won.’ 

The UK continues to lead climate negotiations up  
to COP27. Our government needs to act on its 
promises and go further, leading from the front in 
pushing for stronger international action.  

Christian Aid writes that 2022 needs to be a year 
when we make real progress on the ‘loss and 
damage agenda’ (financial compensation and help 
for developing countries); and that 2022 must be a 

year when we continue to build our climate 
movement. 

We are fortunate indeed that Green Christian, 
Christian Aid and other Christian organisations are 
leading the way in helping us pray and work for our 
planet and for those in need. Let us pray for them; 
also for the politicians in the UK and other 
countries, who are also facing so many other 
challenges and pressures. 

Coming next: 
The biodiversity COP15 will be a face-to-face 
meeting in Kunming, China, 25 April–8 May 2022. 
Climate conference COP27 will take place in Sharm 
El-Sheikh, Egypt, 7–18 November 2022. 

Kathleen Freeman, Green Group 

  

Peace with justice 
Lord, we pray for a vision of your world as your love would make it: 
a world where the weak are protected and none go hungry or poor; 

a world where the benefits of life are fairly shared; 
a world where nations, races, cultures and religions live with mutual respect; 

a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love; 
and that we may have the courage and inspiration to play our part in building it. 

Amen. 

Source: Green Christian email 

Green reads 
A tale of a low-carbon 
journey around the world. 
Slow travel, often in 
container ships, but also 
by bus, camel and on the 
Trans-Siberian Express, is 
not only carbon-saving, 
but allows for so much 
human contact and insight 
into other ways of life. 

Attenborough writes, ‘The 
tragedy of our time has been 
happening all around us, 
barely noticeable from day to 
day – the loss of our planet’s 
wild places, its biodiversity.  
A Life on Our Planet is my 
witness statement, and my 
vision for the future. It is the 
story of how we came to 
make this, our greatest 
mistake – and how, if we act 
now, we can yet put it right.’ 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Feed the Minds: a new start through practical education 

 
Information about one of the charities we as a 
parish support 

A global network of grassroots partner 
organisations, Feed the Minds is a UK-based 
international development charity that enables 
projects led by local needs which help people  
to gain practical and literacy skills to overcome 
their challenges. Its Christian, ecumenical basis 
manifests itself in concern for justice, peace  
and wholeness. 

We’re all increasingly aware of the future risks of 
climate change, but millions of people face these 
dangers right now. The islands of Vanuatu, in the 
South Pacific and hit in January by the Tonga 
tsunami, are particularly vulnerable. Indigenous  
Ni-Vanuatu are experiencing rising sea levels and 
more frequent storms which severely affect their 
lives. Through no fault of their own, and despite 
their resourcefulness, these people are facing some 
of the worst impacts of industrial development in 
the rich world over the past 150 years. 

In 2020, Tropical Cyclone Harold damaged farms 
and water supplies across Vanuatu, ruining crops 
and leaving communities without water for 
months. People on the islands suffered from food 
shortages, shelter and sanitation problems. On  
top of the cyclone, Covid-19 affected the local 
economy, making many lose their jobs – 
particularly production of copra, harvested from 
coconut trees. 

To support the community in gaining new skills that 
would provide them with an alternative living, Feed 
the Minds local partner organisation Further Arts 
held a training workshop. Fifteen young people 

from urban areas 
attended the six-
day course on 
media and digital 
literacy skills. 
Participants 
learned about 
filming, editing 
and general 

multimedia awareness. Young mother Marie, who 
hadn’t been able to complete secondary education 
due to poverty and then found herself caring for  
a sick father, commented, ‘I learnt how to write a 
script, draw a storyboard and do filming. After  
the skills gained from the workshop, I ended up 
writing a script that talked about issues affecting 
young people.’ 

The students produced three films to highlight the 
local impacts of climate change on different islands. 

Collecting stories made them think about recovery, 
future preparedness and possible solutions. Over 
200 local leaders and policymakers watched the 
screenings, which improved their understanding  
of the impact of disasters on the indigenous, 
marginalised and remote communities whose 
views have often been overlooked. Marie explains 
the impact of the project: ‘Media is one of the best 
ways to showcase hidden issues … This [film] will 
help [leaders] learn.’ Indeed, local leaders have 
pledged to apply lessons learned from these films 
and related discussions. 

In Sierra Leone, 
Tanzania and South 
Sudan, recent Feed 
the Minds projects 
have equipped 
15,000 people to 
reduce their climate 
vulnerability and 
develop climate 
actions. The projects 
incorporated 
climate-smart 
agricultural training 
and supported rural 
communities in increasing their food security, 
livelihoods and resilience. They are now working 
with women farmers in Cameroon on organic 
farming and tree-planting.  

Feed the Minds believes that education makes a 
world of difference; it is the key to tackling poverty, 
improving health and building brighter futures. 
Globally, more than 700 million people still live in 
extreme poverty (UN). There are also over 773 
million adults with no literacy skills, and around 
two thirds of these are female (UNESCO). There is  
a clear link between low literacy and poverty, with 
women especially affected. 

Education does not cost a lot, but it stays with 
people forever. It improves access to new 
opportunities and, ultimately, reduces poverty. It  
is a fundamental human right that facilitates key 
aspects of our daily lives. And literacy – being able 
to read, write and count – is a key tool in furthering 
education. For this reason, Feed the Minds  
projects focus on using literacy-skills training to 
complement and maximise the impact of practical 
education and vocational training courses. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Source: https://www.feedtheminds.org/ 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/.  

Climate-change mitigation: planting 
a tree seedling in Tanzania 

https://www.feedtheminds.org/
www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/
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Prayers and quotes kindly 
selected by Nan Deedes 

When pain is to be borne 
When pain is to be borne, 

a little courage helps more than much knowledge, 
a little human sympathy more than much courage, 

and the least tincture of the love of God more than all. 

C. S. Lewis, Preface to ‘The Problem of Pain’, 1940 

Give us faith 
Give us faith to look with fearless eyes 

beyond the tragedies of a world in pain or strife, 
knowing that whatever anguish rends our hearts, 

what matters most of all is how we respond. 

May we lean upon your great strength trustfully; 
wait for the unfolding of your will patiently; 

and face tomorrow confidently and courageously. 

Amen. 

Abiding peace 
Dear Lord, we are in danger 

of being crushed, constricted and desperate. 
Calm us in the midst of this storm. 

Let us hear with great concentration 
the quiet assurance of your voice, 

and lead us out in the power of your hand 
to an area of abiding peace 
in the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Truth wider than all the sky  
If I should pass beyond man’s thought 

grieve not ... 
for he who plans the pattern of the stars, 

who sets each leaf on every tree and bush, 
knows of my course ... 

and if he will my destiny be life, 
that life I seek ... if death, 

then death is but a gate to truth 
wider than all the sky, and more immense 

than all the universe. 

Signalman L. S. Porter, 1941 
(d. 1943 in Iraq, aged 31) 

The royalty of inward happiness 
Grant to us, O Lord, the royalty of inward happiness, 

and the serenity which comes from living close to thee. 
Daily renew in us the sense of joy, 

and let the eternal spirit of the Father 
dwell in our souls and bodies, 

filling every corner of our hearts with light and grace; 
so that, bearing about with us the infection of good courage, 

we may be diffusers of life, 
and may meet all ills and cross accidents 
with gallant and high-hearted happiness, 
giving thee thanks always for all things. 

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–94) 
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Christingle 

Vestry and chapel 
window 

refurbishment 

Animal 
Nativity 

Christmas flowers 
at St Matthew’s Western School Christingle 
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Children’s Christmas 
workshop 

Licensing of  
Liz Stuart and 

commissioning of 
parish visitors 

Christmas Eve 
Nativity by Zoom 

Flute recital by 
Becky Lynch 
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Children’s and youth feedback 
Well, a lot of water has flowed under the bridge 
since I last wrote a report for the magazine. Covid 
has hit children and young families hard over 
recent weeks. Many have had to isolate over 
Christmas and are only now being able to catch up 
on visits to family and friends. In spite of this, we 
were able to have some lovely, safe services over 
the Christmas period (see photos on centrespread). 

Western Christingle  It was good to welcome Year 
5 children and families to a very moving Christingle 
service with lit candles. Many had not been in the 
newly refurbished St Paul’s so were fascinated to 
see the changes. The children did readings and said 
the prayers beautifully – they had obviously been 
well prepared. 

St Paul’s own Christingle was well attended, by 
both church families and some new ones. We  
were again able to be safe with lit candles. It was a 
lovely service and adults and children alike really 
enjoyed it. 

The Animal Nativity attracted many people from 
the local community. The Christmas story told with 
real donkeys, sheep, goats and other animals 
makes the Nativity come alive. We also had carols 
and prayers, so it was a wonderful outdoor 
service. The car park was the ideal place to 
hold it so people could be safely distanced. 
Mill Cottage Farm Experience do this so 
well, and I will be booking them soon for 
Christmas 2022! We were sorry not to be 
able to offer the usual hot chocolate and 
craft activities but so pleased that we were 
able to hold this at all. 

Christmas Eve Nativity  Bill Lucas and I agreed that 
it would not be possible to distance safely in St 
Paul’s with all the families likely to come (normally 
well over 200 people), so we arranged a Zoom 
Nativity instead. Again we had lots of families and 
many positive comments, some from new people – 
‘Thank you so much for including us in the Nativity 
service. We really enjoyed it!’ ‘Many thanks, Mary, 
it was a lovely service.’ 

Christmas Day  This fell right when Covid was 
starting to hit families, and in the previous week  
we realised there would be no children at the 9.30 
service, so Liz and I had to reassess what we were 
going to say in the talk! 

Sunday services continue to be attended by few 
children as families catch up on visits they haven’t 
been able to make. I send out a weekly email on 
Mondays to check who is planning to come to the 

next service; I can then judge whether to organise  
a story and a children’s group in the hall. In these 
Covid times we still need to be flexible and plan just 
for the coming Sunday. There is a valuable small 
team of volunteer children’s workers who do a 
great job in providing Christian-based activities for 
the children. 

Children’s area  We have re-installed the children’s 
area in church, which has been well used over the 
past weeks – on Sundays and also during the week 
when we have had children at Coffee Pot and other 
events. A new mum commented, ‘I love to see a 
children’s area in a church. It shows that they 
welcome families’ – which indeed we do! 

Children’s assistants  Sadly Molly Atkins has had to 
leave university and return home. We have enjoyed 
having her here and she has been really good with 
the children. Robin Johnson continues to be with 
us, for which we are grateful. She has become a 
valuable member of the church community and is 
very good with the group. She comments, ‘Working 
with the children has been a joy. Since coming to 
the UK, one of the biggest things I missed was 
working with kids. I have found this to be a bright 
spot in my week.’ 

Baptism at Family Eucharist  We are 
looking forward to baptising Edward Denny 
at the 9.30 Family Eucharist on 6 February. 
The children will be doing a drama, written 
by Sandra Lewis, welcoming him and his 
family into the parish community. 

Afternoon Family Services  We look 
forward to our next Family Service at 4 pm 

on 13 February, where there will be a story, craft 
activity, games and prayers, with tea afterwards – 
all welcome. These will continue to be at St Paul’s 
every second Sunday of the month. 

Toddler group continues on Friday mornings, 9.30–
11, led by a committed group of volunteers. It is so 
good we are able to be outside in the meadow – 
children and adults are wrapped up warm and  
love it. 

We will continue to welcome children and young 
people to church and provide activities for them, 
with decisions made each week as to what is safe 
and what is needed. 

Keep safe, and God’s blessing on you and those  
you love. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org
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Hymns and their writers 
It is a new year, Christmas celebrations are behind 
us and Good King Wences last looked out on Boxing 
Day. Well those are the words my children once 
thought they were hearing, and maybe I did too 
when I was small!  

So, who was this King Wenceslas? He was 
Wenceslas the First, Duke of Bohemia, that 
province in central Europe surrounded by Austria, 
Bavaria, Saxony, Lusatia, Silesia and Moravia. This 
region has seen turmoil and numerous changes 
having once been 
part of the Holy 
Roman Empire, the 
Hapsburgs’ Austrian 
Empire, then 
becoming 
Czechoslovakia in 
1918 and now the 
Czech Republic. 

Wenceslas was born 
around AD 907, his 
father being the 
Christian duke and 
his mother a pagan 
princess who was baptised at marriage but really 
retained her former beliefs. Wenceslas was 13 
when his father died. His Christian grandmother 
became Regent but was killed by his mother, who 
took over the Regency and began to persecute 
Christians. Wenceslas came of age at 18 years old 
and with the help of Christian nobles he exiled his 
mother and took command of the government. 

Wenceslas faced much political unrest within and 
raids and threats from surrounding tribes. He did 
many great works building Christian churches and 
was known for his goodness with the poor, widows 
and orphans. Hence he was also known as Vaclav 
the Good. But his brother Boleslaus, known as ‘The 
Cruel’, wanted power for himself, so it was the old 
story of fratricide when in AD 935 poor Wenceslas 
was murdered. 

He was recognised as a martyr and a saint and was 
posthumously given the title of King by the Holy 
Roman Emperor. He is the patron saint of the  
Czech Republic and each year is celebrated on  
the anniversary of his death, 28 September. His 
remains are buried in the cathedral of St Vitus in 
Prague where there is also a Wenceslas Square and 
his statue, on which he is mounted on a steed, is 
5.5 metres high. He wears a helmet and holds high 
a lance. This was unveiled in 1913 and later four 
other Czech saints were added at the base. Among 
them is St Ludmila, his grandmother, and St Agnes, 
which is interesting because the latter is mentioned 
in the carol. 

It is the only Christmas carol I can think of that does 
not mention the birth of Jesus and it would be 
interesting to find out why it is sung at this season. 
The writer of the lyrics is the very same John 
Mason Neale of whom I wrote in my previous 
article about the Advent carol ‘O come, O come, 
Emmanuel’. The tune is Tempus adest floridum, a 
spring carol of the 16th century and possibly 
Swedish. It translates as ‘Spring has now 
unwrapped the flowers’, celebrating the return of 
the flowers that winter had concealed and praising 
God for the joyful time of the year. Well, Christmas 
is a joyful time, so maybe that’s the answer. 

Norma Goodwin 

  

Good King Wenceslas looked out 
on the Feast of Stephen, 
when the snow lay round about, 
deep and crisp and even; 
brightly shone the moon that night, 
though the frost was cruel, 
when a poor man came in sight, 
gathering winter fuel. 

‘Hither, page, and stand by me; 
if thou knowst it, telling – 
yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling?’ 
‘Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
underneath the mountain, 
right against the forest fence, 
by Saint Agnes’ fountain’. 

‘Bring me flesh, and bring me wine! 
Bring me pine logs hither! 
Thou and I will see him dine 
when we bear them thither.’ 
Page and monarch forth they went, 
forth they went together, 
through the rude wind’s wild lament 
and the bitter weather. 

‘Sire, the night is darker now, 
and the wind blows stronger; 
fails my heart, I know not how, 
I can go no longer.’ 
‘Mark my footsteps, good my page, 
tread thou in them boldly: 
thou shalt find the winter’s rage 
freeze thy blood less coldly.’ 

In his master’s step he trod, 
where the snow lay dinted; 
heat was in the very sod 
which the saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure, 
wealth or rank possessing, 
ye who now will bless the poor 
shall yourselves find blessing. 
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From our elected representatives 
Covid planning and green issues 

First up this month, as 2022 continues to 
have a very familiar feel to 2021, Covid-
19. Readers may know that I have been 
pressing ministers and local NHS leaders 
since the launch of the Get Boosted Now 
campaign to bring some walk-in 
vaccination capacity to Winchester. This  
is to supplement, not replace, the good 
work our local GP surgeries and 
pharmacies are doing to get us fully 
vaccinated, and it is needed because it’s 
really important that we have a multi-
channel offer in places that are easy  
to access. 

The pop-ups – at Badger Farm and the Park & Ride 
South site near junction 11 – reported brisk jabbing 
early on, which was good to see. We do largely now 
have a pandemic of the unvaccinated, but must 
remember not everyone in this category is vaccine-
hesitant or a refuser. There are still a number of 
people who cannot have their next vaccination 
because of a recent infection and there are, of 
course, those who are unable to take the vaccine in 
its current form because of a health condition. 

I have pressed the Prime Minister in parliament for 
a long-term plan to truly learn to live with Covid –  
a plan that sets out how we will avoid a damaging 
panic when the next variant comes along – but I am 
clear that must include how we will support the 
unvaccinated to do the right thing for themselves 
and the common good. In my experience, as a 
former Public Health Minister, people with poor 
health outcomes often have complex challenges 
and are excluded from good health in many ways, 
so it’s unsurprising the Covid vaccine is the latest 
evidence of that. We need to understand a little 
more and condemn a lot less, because compulsion 
will only work against us in the end. 

Secondly, I continue to engage with my colleagues 
at the Ministry of Defence around the future of the 
Sir John Moore Barracks and play my part in the 
strategic group planning its future use, which met 
again last month. With the news revealed in a 
letter to me from the minister late last year that  
its disposal is now delayed until 2026, we have time 
to consider even more carefully what it will be 
transformed into and to make sure our plan for a 
25-hectare nature reserve at Flowerdown becomes 
a reality. My strong preference remains for a 
mixed-use site with high-quality new employment 
space part of the solution. Winchester City Council 
needs to show some real ambition here. 

Finally, I have written a lot about Green Winchester 
and events leading up to – and since – COP26 in 
Glasgow. Our focus now shifts to holding ministers 
to their promises made and delivering our Net Zero 
Plan published in the autumn. Further to this, I will 
be holding a very special AskTheMinister event in 
Winchester early in the year with COP President 
Alok Sharma MP. Look out for details of that  
and sign up to receive updates at 
https://www.stevebrine.com/greenwinchester. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 14 January  

Steve Brine talking with BBC South Today 
outside a local pop-up vaccination centre 

https://www.stevebrine.com/greenwinchester
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Support for a kinder, fairer asylum system 
Let’s hope for a year in which the impact of 
the Covid pandemic abates, and we are finally 
able to spend more time with our family and 
friends, whether they are at home or abroad. 

But it’s not just the pandemic that is impacting 
people’s lives. We are lucky to live in a country 
that is stable and wealthy relative to many 
places in the world. In 2021 we saw record 
numbers of migrants attempting to cross the 
Channel to seek refuge in the UK, and how can 
we forget the awful scenes in Afghanistan? 
There is more we need to do as a nation to 
support the less privileged people of the 
world, and Winchester is actively taking steps 
to support a kinder, fairer asylum system. 

In August last year Lucille Thompson, Leader of 
Winchester City Council, wrote to the Home 
Secretary to say that Winchester is ready and 
willing to play its part in supporting Afghan 
refugees who are being forced out of their country. 
In addition, Lucille asked the government to create 
a fair resettlement program ensuring refugees  
are housed across the country. Four families  
from Afghanistan have now been resettled  
in Winchester. 

In December we had the privilege of supporting a 
Lantern Parade in Winchester organised by 
Southampton & Winchester Visitors Group (a 
volunteer-led charity which provides friendship and 
practical support to people when they are seeking 
asylum), to show public support for refugees and 
for the principle of asylum in this country which is 
under severe threat from the government. 

At its January meeting, Winchester City Council 
passed the following motion: 

Winchester City Council is committed to welcoming 
asylum seekers and refugees to our District and 
including them in our activities. The people in our 
District have shown kindness and openness in 
recent months with huge support when donations 
for evacuees from Afghanistan were needed.  
We are also a District with a rich network of 
organsations providing support to the most 
vulnerable in our society. As a Council, we recognise 
the importance of reflecting this spirit of our 

community and core values of openness, kindness 
and respect for others. Winchester City Council also 
recognises asylum seekers’ and refugees’ potential 
contribution to our District, and also recognises that 
a co-ordinated and forward-looking approach is 
needed if the welfare of people moving into the 
town, and community cohesion between new  
and existing communities, are to be supported 
effectively. 

In practical terms this means that the City Council 
resolves to support organisations such as the 
University of Winchester (which is a University of 
Sanctuary), the community group ‘Winchester City 
of Sanctuary’, the Southampton & Winchester 
Visitors Group, Hampshire Cultural Trust and  
other key charities and community groups in their 
work to make Winchester a place of sanctuary. In 
addition, Winchester City Council is willing for its 
name to be added to a list of supporters of City  
of Sanctuary. 

As we move forward into 2022, let’s all hope the 
Covid pandemic subsides both in the UK and 
globally. But let’s also support more effectively 
those who are far less privileged than us and 
seeking refuge.  

As always, if you think we can be of help, please do 
get in touch with us. 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 13 January  

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from  
our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to Ursula 

Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  
(Final choice rests with the PCC, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 



16 |  

 

 

 

 

 
A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 
Have you suffered a bereavement? 

Would it help to talk? 
If so, please telephone: 01962 863626 

(24 hour answerphone) 
Our support is confidential and free. It is carried out 
by trained Bereavement Visitors who are supervised 
by professionally qualified counsellors.  

www.winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk 

 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Mary Copping, Assistant 
Priest, children/youth work  
co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Liz Stuart, Associate Priest 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Neil Birkett, Assistant Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
855871 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
808441 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower team 
co-ordinator, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinc
hester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 Website: 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

May my joy in you – 
the source of life – 

never be at the expense of others, 
and may my neighbour’s well-being 

be to me as my own. 

Peter Millar, based on words and hopes in the Psalms 


