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Services 
Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Eucharist on 1st Sunday of month St Paul’s  

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

 

Cover image: Easter brings hope, woodcut by Nick Page, 2022 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 10.30 
am; for the link, contact Mary Copping, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café, meeting 
10 am–noon in St Paul’s, this month on 
Wed 6th and Fri 29th, for real coffee, 
homemade cakes and a chat; all welcome 

 Tuesday homegroup: meeting first and 
third weeks, 2.30–4 pm; new members 
welcome; please contact James Clay, 
852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting fortnightly 
after Easter, 7.30 for 7.45 pm; please 
contact Peter and Irene Casey, 808776 

 Volunteering opportunities: many types, 
from sound system operator to helping the 
toddler team, baking to buildings 
maintenance; contact Maggie Brecknell, 
brecknell1@uwclub.net, 856552 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Eucharist at St Paul’s for all ages with DIY crèche 
and band (opportunity for children to be involved 
in a drama) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist at 
St Paul’s with activities for children and young 
people plus a DIY crèche 

 family service: 4 pm short, informal, all-age 
worship with craft activities, on the 2nd Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 confirmation preparation: for those at secondary 
school  

 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in 

the parish rooms, with play, crafts and songs 
 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school 

age, five days a week 9.15 am–3 pm in St Paul’s 
Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 

youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Hi, As we look to the hope of Easter, when many around are losing hope at the moment especially 
with the situation in Ukraine, we hold on to what God has done for us in Christ. He sent his Son 
Jesus to be with us, who came in a time of unrest and Roman occupation, to defeat death and to 
bring us the hope of resurrection. And it is not just a hope for the life to come but hope for us now, 
in a God who has not left us but is working through us to bring his light to a very dark world. We are 
God’s light shining in the darkness, through acts of kindness and love that we do for our neighbour, 
friend, stranger and those far away.  

Jesus said, ‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me,  
I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me’ 
(Matthew 25). We can despair and, looking at the news, it is so easy to do so. But we can turn that 
despair into hope by doing all that we can to relieve suffering wherever we see it. And we can pray 
– both St Matthew’s and St Paul’s are open every day for prayer. Do go in to find the peace and love 
of God and to give to him the dire needs of his world. 

Below is a deeply moving poem by Ali Bailey, daughter of Maggie and Jeremy Brecknell. It says so 
much about where to find God in the evil that is happening in Ukraine and around us. It says so 
much about the goodness and kindness we see as so many people seek to support and help our 
brothers and sisters in that country, and help those fleeing too (details of how to help are on p. 4). 
 
 

Abba, Father, 
how can there be you 

and war? 

Abba, Father, 
where are you? 

I’ve looked and searched the whole week through 
but I can’t see you any more. 

How can there be you 
and war? 

Where are you when bullets fly? 
When old men send young men to die? 

When bombs rip hearts and homes apart? 
When truth and justice play no part? 

When mothers clutch their babes in fear? 

Hush, 
my child, 

for I am here. 

I am every helping hand, 
each open home in every land. 

I am every loving word 
written, spoken; each prayer heard. 

I am every gift you send, 
every comfort, every friend. 

Look inside your heart: 
I’m there. 

I’m the reason that you care. 

Look not for me in evil deeds; 
I am like the poppy seeds. 

I am Love and ever near. 

Be still, my child 
for I am here. 

 

Letter from Mary Copping 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Freddy Bull, 
William Buncombe, Becky Dunn, 
Maggie Green, Bob and Elizabeth 
Harland, Julia Jones, Kate Morgan, 
Phoebe, Patricia Watts and David 
Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Derek Dine. 

 
 
 
 
Hosting Ukrainian refugees  The parish has signed 
the Sanctuary Foundation pledge to support 
refugees from Ukraine. A number of people have 
already expressed a desire to host refugees. 
You can register your own interest at 
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/ and 
https://resetuk.org/about/ukraine. 
 
Ukraine crisis appeal  It isn’t too late to give via  
the Christian Aid envelopes in church, or go to 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergenc
ies/ukraine-crisis-appeal, or donate by telephone 
on 020 7523 2269. 
 
Fairest Isle: Southern Voices choral concert with a 
selection of music from across the British Isles, 
including works by Vaughan Williams, Britten and 
MacMillan, at St Paul’s on Sat 2 April, 7.30 pm. 
Tickets (£17.25 adults, £1.08 children) from 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/southern-voices. 
 
Interested in prison ministry?  If you’d like to  
know more about prison ministry here in 
Winchester, do go to Christ Church on Wed 6 April, 
7.30–9 pm. You’ll have the opportunity to hear 
inspiring short talks, meet like-minded people and 
pray for this vital ministry. Free, but book at 
https://ccwinch.churchsuite.com/events/fpz7cxla. 
 
A chance to ask Alok Sharma, COP26 President, 
about climate change  On Thurs 7 April, 7 pm, 
Steve Brine is hosting and ASKtheMINISTER evening 
with Alok Sharma at a venue near Winchester 
Station. It is for all constituents in Winchester & 
Chandler’s Ford and is not in any way party 

political. For further details and to book a place, 
see https://www.stevebrine.com/news/cop-
president-visit-winchester. 
 
Hampshire County Youth Chamber Orchestra 
concert at St Paul’s in aid of the Hampshire 
Foundation for Young Musicians, Sat 9 April,  
7.30 pm. Tickets at the door £8/£5. 
 
Winchester Chamber Music Festival returns to St 
Paul’s  Thurs 28 April to Sun 1 May. A fine cast of 
professional players will be making glorious music. 
Book via the Theatre Royal Box Office or at 
https://www.winchesterchambermusic.com/progr
amme-2022/. 
 
Hampshire County Youth Chamber Orchestra 
concert at St Paul’s in aid of the Hampshire 
Foundation for Young Musicians, Sat 9 April, 7.30 
pm, including music by Rameau and Beethoven’s 
2nd Symphony. Tickets at the door £8/£5. 
 
Big Jubilee Lunch, Sun 5 June – save the date!  As 
part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, 
we are delighted to announce a lunch at St Paul’s 
for our churches and the wider community.

 
 
 
 

 Sunday services: 
April Bible readings 
3 Apr 
10 Apr 
17 Apr 
24 Apr 

Isaiah 43: 16–21; Philippians 3: 4b–14; John 12: 1–8 [p. 834] 
Isaiah 50: 4–9a; Philippians 2: 5–11; Luke 22: 14–23: 56 [p. 838] 
Acts 10: 34–43; John 20: 1–18 [p. 895] 
Acts 5: 27–32; Revelation 1: 4–8; John 20: 19–31 [p. 898] 

 

Family feedback 

Notices 

We’re grateful to all who supply 
photographs. This month they are by 
Grace Beard, Gareth Harper (heart  
logo), Sandra Lewis, Emma Moore 
(emmamoorephotography.co.uk),  
Ursula Payne, Vicky Scott, Martin  
West and Mvs.gov.ua, CC BY 4.0, 
httpscommons.wikimedia (Ukraine 
evacuees). 

https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
https://resetuk.org/about/ukraine
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/southern-voices
https://ccwinch.churchsuite.com/events/fpz7cxla
https://www.stevebrine.com/news/cop-president-visit-winchester
https://www.stevebrine.com/news/cop-president-visit-winchester
https://www.winchesterchambermusic.com/programme-2022/
https://www.winchesterchambermusic.com/programme-2022/
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Holy Week – something for everyone 
The events of Holy Week moved frighteningly quickly for Jesus and his disciples. If we miss out on the action at 
church after Palm Sunday we may also miss some of the glory of Easter Sunday. There are many services this 
week, and while the format is sometimes different from our normal Sunday worship, there are service sheets 
to guide you and much will be familiar. One woman who had attended church all her life was quite incredulous 
that services were even held on Maundy Thursday – what was all that about? ‘But that’s when it all began’, 
replied the wise, gentle neighbour. ‘That’s when Jesus first blessed the bread and wine.’ 

Holy Week services bring our faith to life like no other time of the year. If you’ve never been before, do come 
and check them out. If you’re familiar with the rhythm of Holy Week services then be like that neighbour and 
encourage someone else to join in.

Holy Week and Easter services 

Palm Sunday, 10 April 
  Parish Eucharist with procession 
    of palms, dramatic Passion reading 
    and children’s activities at St Paul’s 
  Mattins and Passion reading at St 
    Matthew’s 
  Family Service 

Maundy Thursday, 14 April 
  Holy Communion with stripping of 
    the altar, and watch, at St Paul’s 

Good Friday, 15 April 
  Family service for all ages at St Paul’s 
  Devotional service at St Paul’s 
  Devotional service at St Matthew’s 

Holy Saturday, 16 April 
  Easter garden preparation by children 
    at St Paul’s 
  Vigil and first light of Easter at St Paul’s 

Easter Sunday, 17 April 
  Holy Communion at St Matthew’s 
  Family Eucharist, with Easter egg hunt 
    for children, at St Paul’s 
  Mattins and Holy Communion at St 
    Matthew’s 

 
9.30 am 

 
 

11.15 am 
 

4 pm 

 
7.30 pm 

 

 
10 am 
noon 
2 pm 

 
10 am 

 
8 pm 

 
8 am 

9.30 am 
 

11.15 am 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Maundy Thursday 

At 11 am Mary and Liz join other clergy in the 
cathedral to renew their ordination vows. Bishop 
Debbie blesses the holy anointing oil used at baptism, 
confirmation and for the unwell. 

The 7.30 service at St Paul’s is a Eucharistic celebration 
with three themes:  

 the Last Supper, recalling Jesus’ last meal with his 
disciples 

 foot-washing: as Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples as a symbol of service and humility, so 
Mary and Liz wash the feet of some of the 
congregation (no one is forced to take part) 

 the watch: recalling Gethsemane and the darkness 
of Jesus’ prayer and betrayal, symbolised by 
stripping the altar and everyone leaving church 
without a blessing and in silence. 

Palm Sunday 

We re-enact Jesus’ last journey into Jerusalem  
on a donkey. To complete his work as our  
Saviour he comes to that great city, where he  
will suffer, die and be raised to new life. 

For the 9.30 service we gather on the grass 
behind St Paul’s and process with jubilant  
singing into church. Palm crosses remind us 
of the palms the people used to carpet Jesus’ way. At 9.30 
and 11.15 the Passion narrative from St Luke’s gospel will be 
read dramatically. At 4 pm there will be a Family Service. 

Good Friday 
 

Today we come to church to be with Jesus in his dying. 
Our hearts and minds become caught up in the 
unspeakable human cruelty inflicted on Jesus and at 
the same time the victory over death brought by his 
dying. At the foot of the cross, we can offer our own 
lives – especially our own pain and the pain of others. 

We call it Good Friday because this day changed the 
world. If Easter Sunday is to be truly glorious, we need 
to spend time with Jesus as he dies. 

Holy Saturday 

This should be a quiet day of preparation for Easter.  
At 10 am you are welcome to help make the Easter 
garden in front of the altar at St Paul’s.  

The 8 pm service at St Paul’s is a movement from 
darkness into light as we begin to celebrate the 
resurrection, symbolising this by each lighting a candle. 
The most beautiful words of the Exsultet are sung. 

Easter Sunday 
He is risen! Our lives can never be the same again. Ultimately nothing can harm or destroy us. Life has meaning  
and purpose. We use the greeting Alleluia! all the way through the season of Easter to Ascension and Pentecost! 
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Organist Ian Rees retires 
We give thanks for Ian’s wonderful musical ministry 
since 2014 as organist at St Paul’s and musical 
director of our carol services. Particularly 
memorable is a wonderful recital at St Matthew’s 
to inaugurate the new digital organ donated by 
parishioner Mrs Pat Franklyn Robinson and her son 
Iain in 2019. 

Some things we give thanks for especially. Ian’s 
very tall! This is helpful if you’re conducting a group 
and they’re very tall too. He’s got a mischievous 
sense of humour (quite often shared with the 
congregation in his choice of organ voluntaries, 
such as the theme tune of The Archers at Harvest). 
He’s brilliant at making musicians of all levels feel 
that they have something to contribute, and then, 
like some musical alchemist, making it all sound 
rather good.  

He’s also a great friend, personally, and of the 
church. We wish you and Jo all the very best, Ian. 

A barbershop tribute: 

Graceful and happy, 
Ian, on the keyboard,  
we’ll miss you so very much, 
Your nimble fingers 
entrance all singers 
nothing was too much for you to do. 

Graceful and easy, 
Ian, with a baton,  
we’ll miss you so very much. 
Your fine apparel 
and choice of carol 
nothing is beyond your beautiful touch. 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden 

Living in Love and Faith 
On 5 March, 25 members of the parish came 
together to do the Church of England’s Living in 
Love and Faith course. In doing so we were 
responding to an invitation from the bishops of the 
Church of England to all parishes to undertake this 
course, which deals with issues of identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage, and to listen, 
study the Bible and pray with one another. The 
Church of England is seeking to come to a view on 
whether to bless same-sex relationships – perhaps 
giving individual priests the option to do so or not 
to do so, as it now does with remarrying divorcees. 

The course is constructed in five sessions around 
some story videos. In them Christian people 
wrestling with these issues in their lives and 
relationships speak powerfully and movingly about 
their understanding of where God is in identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage. The course 
afforded us a precious opportunity to be open and 
vulnerable with each other.  

Our parish prides itself on being inclusive, but the 
course prompted us all to think about how we 
might be more so going forward. We will be 
feeding back to the bishops as individuals and as a 
group. The window for feedback closes at the end 
of April. The bishops will then go into a period of 
discernment and take some recommendations to 
General Synod in early 2023. Online access to the 
course is open to anyone at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living
-love-and-faith. 

We are the Parish of St Matthew with St Paul and 
we are living in love and faith. 

Liz Stuart 

Revision of electoral roll 
As an ecclesiastical parish, each year we are 
required to renew or revise the electoral roll. We 
carried out the renewal in 2019, so this year only a 
revision is necessary. The electoral roll is officially a 
list of people who are entitled to attend the annual 
parochial church meetings and to take part in their 
proceedings, but unofficially it is a list of people 
who consider themselves to be members of our 
church family. Those already on the roll need do 
nothing. If you are not on it and/or new to the 
parish, do obtain a form either from me (863739, 
ajcero@btinternet.com), or by picking one up from 
St Paul’s or St Matthew’s, or download it from 
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/. 
Please e-mail your completed form to me or take  
it to the Parish Office. The revision has to be 
completed by 8 May, after which the roll (names 
only) will be on display in both churches for the two 
weeks before the annual meetings on 23 May. 

Alison Collins 

Ian writes: 

Dear friends 

Thank you so much for my farewell gift and the 
kind comments after the service. We have now 
fully moved in, although the number of boxes 
doesn’t seem to have gone down yet. 

My time at St Paul’s has been very happy, and I 
have really enjoyed the privilege of working with 
you using music in our praise of God. It was a 
great joy. 

As you enter a new phase in the life of the parish,  
I wish you well, and will continue to hold you in 
my prayers. 

Best wishes 

Ian Rees 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/
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Beyond Ourselves 
Médecins Sans Frontières 

MSF, or Doctors Without Borders, is one of 
Churches’ Together in Winchester’s nominated 
refugee charities. It is committed to providing 
medical aid to people affected by the Ukraine 
conflict no matter where or who they are. This 
information is based on their update of 16 March. 

MSF has set up emergency response activities in 
Ukraine and deployed teams to the border areas  
of Poland, Hungary, Moldova and Slovakia. Teams 
are also assessing whether new medical and 
humanitarian needs have emerged in Russia  
and Belarus. 

MSF medical teams are experts at working in 
conflict zones and complex humanitarian crises and 
their logistics staff and robust supply chains ensure 
that critical supplies reach where they are needed. 
Specialist medical teams are in Ukraine and 
emergency supplies have arrived. Staff there are 
supporting hospitals treating war-wounded people. 
The teams are preparing for a range of scenarios, 
including providing surgical care, emergency 
medicine and mental health support.  

In Ukraine the first priority is resupplying hospitals 
that are in desperate need of medicines and 
equipment. Cargo shipments of emergency kits are 
being rushed to those located in areas of heavy 
fighting. However, with full-scale warfare in many 
areas, movements are difficult, dangerous or 
simply impossible. Communication networks are 
not always available and there is a significant 
amount of misinformation. 

MSF has provided telemedicine training in trauma 
care for 30 surgeons from eastern Ukraine and 
distributed war-wounded kits in Mariupol. But, as 
widely reported in the media, the situation in 
Mariupol is desperate, with shops and pharmacies 
empty, no heating or electricity and, worst of all, no 
access to clean water. 

At the Ukraine border crossings teams  
are providing psychological first aid,  
self-care and counselling training to volunteers. 

Southampton and Winchester 
Visitors Group 

SWVG is a group of volunteers who befriend and 
support adult asylum seekers and refugees in the 
Southampton area. This is done by offering some 
financial assistance to the homeless and / or 
destitute; giving one-to-one English teaching; and 
helping people to find work. Solicitors help with 
asylum claims and there is further legal guidance 
for specific cases. 

The ASSIST scheme provides modest financial 
support for a limited period to some 25 destitute 
asylum seekers a year in Southampton while they 
gather evidence towards their claim. This accounts 
for about 50% of SWVG’s annual expenditure. 
Those needing this have access to specialist advice 
from a top immigration solicitor who also gives  
the volunteers regular training on changes in 
immigration legislation. 

The charity manages a hostel for up to six people 
who struggle to find accommodation elsewhere. 

SWVG works with other Southampton refugee 
charities that run a weekly Drop-in Centre in the 
city, and it helps provide activities for asylum 
seekers, such as outings, walks in the New Forest  
or by the sea, theatre trips for adults and children, 
cycling tuition, yoga classes and the opportunity to 
grow produce at an allotment. 

There’s outreach to churches, schools and 
community groups that can help, and campaigning 
for a fairer, more efficient asylum system in the UK. 
A Training Group provides a programme to prepare 
new volunteers and has helped volunteers in other 
charities working with people seeking asylum. 

SWVG believes that the current UK asylum system 
is inhumane, and that: 

 people seeking asylum have a clear right to 
protection under the international laws that 
the UK has signed up to; 

 all asylum applications should be heard and 
dealt with promptly, fairly and fully; 

 no one seeking asylum in the UK should be 
forced into danger or destitution; and 

 everyone seeking asylum deserves respect and 
compassion. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Sources: https://msf.org.uk/issues/ukraine-war-

and-refugee-crisis; https://swvg-refugees.org.uk/ 

  
Transfer of civilians from Irpin to Kyiv 

https://msf.org.uk/issues/ukraine-war-and-refugee-crisis
https://msf.org.uk/issues/ukraine-war-and-refugee-crisis
https://swvg-refugees.org.uk/
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Eco Church 
The appalling human and environmental costs 

of armed conflict 

Over the past years we have been 
working as two churches, and 
individually, to reduce our carbon 
footprints in an attempt to halt the 
degradation of the environment. It 
has been fairly successful and we 
are on our way to gaining the A 
Rocha Eco Church silver medal. Peter 
Seal was a passionate advocate, and 
Ursula Payne has reminded the parish Eco 
Group of some words from Peter’s sermon on 
Remembrance Day 2020 which are quoted here. 

Today, with heavy hearts, we acknowledge the 
horrors of war. As well as the terrible loss of 
human life, both in armed forces and among 
civilians, there have been countless animals, who 
did not understand at all. And then there’s been 
the loss of flora and fauna, of homes and other 
buildings, and of infrastructure. Whenever on 
today’s news I see a picture of violence and 
warfare, whether from times past or from our own 
day, there’s always that inevitable pall of black 
smoke billowing up into the earth’s atmosphere,  
full of pollution. 

I believe that part of our calling, as thinking, caring, 
imaginative, sensitive human beings, is to really 
engage with the complexities of our world; to 
engage with the challenge of trying to change 
things for the better as much as we possibly can. 
This involves huge patience and unfailing hope. 

We know that the survival of planet earth is in our 
hands. So I invite you with me – and I still wear the 
green ribbon – to renew our commitment to caring 
for this planet. We can’t ever say that we haven’t 
been warned about the lasting effects of pollution 
caused by human activity. One way that we can 
show our love for younger generations is to work 
for peace, reducing emissions, so that our created 
world has a sustainable future. 

Now we have war in Ukraine. So, what will be the 
effects of this on our global environment? It is too 
vast a subject to cover here, but Alexa Heady has 
pointed us to https://ceobs.org/how-does-war-
damage-the-environment/, just one of several 
websites on this subject. I urge you to read it 
yourself because it is too complicated to squeeze 
into our parish magazine. If you don’t have access 
to the internet I am happy to print a copy for you.  
I will attempt to highlight a few issues from its non-

exhaustive six-page document, but you must 
understand that this is a brief, simplistic 
summary.  

Before any war starts there is environmental 
damage. The armed forces consume huge 

amounts of resources to make 
conventional, chemical and nuclear 

weapons. Energy is required to 
maintain and replace them. 
Outdated equipment has to be 
disposed of somewhere. Personnel 

have to be trained using large tracts  
of land, polluting it with their exercises.  
Rivers, land, sky and sea become polluted.  
The cost diverts money away from solving 
environmental problems and sustainable 
development. 

During war huge amounts of fuel are used, leading 
to massive CO2 emissions. Vehicle movements and 
explosives scar the landscape and pollute the air. 
Sensitive infrastructure such as sewers and water 
supply gets damaged. Scorched-earth measures 
such as burning of oil wells and crops threaten 
human health and the environment. Millions  
of tons of debris and rubble cause clouds of  
dust, contaminating the atmosphere. Refugee 
movements can create transboundary 
environmental impacts, including waste 
management issues. These impacts can be 
described as ‘sustainable management in reverse’.  

After the war unexploded weapons endanger lives. 
The abandoned military scrap, with its toxic 
constituents, causes pollution. Clearance and 
proper disposal of rubble and rebuilding of the 
devastated built environment and services is 
environmentally costly, using fuel, water and 
further raiding the earth for replacement materials. 
The financial cost diverts money away from human 
and environmental causes. Poorer countries cannot 
achieve recovery in a sustainable way. Agricultural 
pressures may lead to felling of forests to replace 
despoiled land. Social and economic priorities take 
precedence over environmental concerns. On the 
positive side, opportunities may arise to rebuild  
in a sustainable way, but this would be at great 
financial cost. 

Putin’s invasion of Ukraine is a stark reminder of 
the appalling human and environmental costs of 
armed conflict. 

Norma Goodwin, on behalf of the Green Group   

https://ceobs.org/how-does-war-damage-the-environment/
https://ceobs.org/how-does-war-damage-the-environment/
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Some responses to war 
Listening can help 

What happens to each one of us as we learn of 
war? 

Each of us has a family story, no matter when we 
were born, stories that have not been told often. 

If we can listen to each other’s stories without 
interruption, there comes some space in our heads 
so that we can actually begin to think in this area 
where before we could only feel worry, despair, 
hopeless or helpless.  

We can become better at reaching for each other 
and using our intelligence together to put an end to 
war and repairing the damage to the planet. 

Jo Saunders 

The urgent need to switch  
to renewable energy 

8 May is celebrated as liberation day in Germany – 
liberation from Nazi Germany. On a trip to 
Germany last year, I saw a banner that said: 

Hope for a world where the nations say: 
we have lost the war and cannot find it again.  

With war in Europe, we now seem to have moved 
away from that even further. It is only the acts of 
solidarity we see around Europe that give us hope. 
Many of us have probably felt ashamed of the UK 
government’s slow response to the refugee crisis.  

We must demand the change we all want to see – 
with regard to the refugees and in the response to 
the energy crisis that will hit us.  

The UK is on track to send £2 billion to Russia for 
gas to heat and power our homes; our dependence 
on Russian gas is funding Putin’s war, exacerbating 
the climate crisis and driving up our energy bills. 
The UK needs to get off gas urgently, but to do so 
we’ll need bold investment in the face of this 
emergency. 

There are many petitions you can sign. Below is 
one: 

We need an emergency plan to insulate homes, 
replace gas boilers with heat pumps and boost 
ever-cheaper renewables. This will create skilled 
jobs, lower energy bills, tackle the climate crisis and 
cut our dependence on imported gas, including 
from Russia. See https://act.gp/35LEOcC. 

Will you join me and call on Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and Chancellor Rishi Sunak to deliver the 
Emergency Energy Package that we need? 

Julia Stolle 

Silence 

  

No moment is unscarred, there is no pause, 
In every instant bloodied innocence 

Falls to the weary earth, and whilst we stand 
Quiescence ends again in acquiescence, 
And Abel’s blood still cries in every land 

One silence only might redeem that blood 
Only the silence of a dying God. 

Malcolm Guite 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/tag/reme
mbrance-sunday/, extract 

War isn’t worth one life …  
It’s the calculated and condoned slaughter of 

human beings. All these young lives lost ...  
What’s the sense in that? 

Harry Patch, WWI veteran 

One in Christ 
Ivory Towers will not withstand 

The bombardment of war 
So we gather in the underground places 

Where the steady earth will shield us 
The body of Christ no stranger 
To the darkness of the tomb 

We are united with the suffering 
Of the frightened and the frail 
The warriors and the healers 

And we will wait patiently 
In the sacred silence 

Until one day we are free 
To return to the daylight 

And be dazzled by the brilliance 

We will fall to our knees  
Kiss the earth 

And pray the prayer of gratitude 

We are the body of Christ. 

Sue Sinclair 

With thanks to Father Laurence Freeman from 
WCCM for inspirational Lent reading 

8 March 2022: ‘The truth is we are Christ’ 

https://act.gp/35LEOcC
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/tag/remembrance-sunday/
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/tag/remembrance-sunday/
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Saying goodbye 
to Ian Rees 

Children’s 
drama 

Irene’s Casey’s 
organ cake! 
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Wednesday 
Coffee Pot 

Wedding of Daniel 
Spencer and Hannah 

Baldwin at St Matthew’s 

Vigil for Ukraine  
with music from 

Winchester Camerata  

First Friday Coffee Pot 
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Children’s and youth update 
Family Eucharist  The children enacted a wonderful 
drama, written by Sandra Lewis, about Jesus’ 
temptations in the wilderness. In the second scene 
it looked at how they too could be tempted to do 
wrong things. There were a lot of families at this 
service – the dramas draw in many families.  
We enjoyed the next drama by the children on 
Mothering Sunday, when the children also gave out 
posies made by Sarah Eadie and flower team. 

Parish Eucharist  There are still fewer children 
coming to these services than before the 
pandemic, and some parents are encouraging and 
supporting our new youth club on Sunday evenings 
so that children can get to know each other better. 
It provides an alternative time for those who might 
have commitments on Sunday mornings so they 
can continue being loved members of our 
community. 

Youth club  This met on the last Sunday of 
February, when Vicki and Giles Tibbitts organised a 
wonderful evening of table tennis, dodgeball, 
computer games and board games for school years 
3 to 7. It included a lovely cooked tea in the church. 
The children had great fun and one family brought 
a friend along. There are plans to do this on the last 
Sunday of each month and in due course to extend 
it to a wider age-range – to include over 12s as 
well. 

Family service  Our 4 pm service for March was all 
about being kind. We sang actions songs and talked 
about how Jesus was kind to others, and how we 
can be kind to each other. The craft activity was 
colouring in hearts and writing in them how we 
could be kind, and we said prayers asking God to 
help us to be kind. We then had tea in the church 
and the children (and adults!) played football in the 
hall. These services are on the second Sunday of 
every month.  

Friday toddler group  This continues well, with 
more and more families coming. We have a good 
team of helpers and welcome families who don’t 
come to church. The sessions are relaxed, with lots 
of toys and activities for the children, inside and 
outside. We have snacks at 10.30 am with a story 
and action songs. Once a month on a Friday there’s 
a Coffee Pot café in St Paul’s and the toddler 
families are invited to join it for a short while, with 
activities provided there for the children. 

Western School  I enjoyed leading an assembly 
about Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and I look forward to the next one in a few weeks’ 
time. 

Westgate School  I have been invited to lead an 
assembly for Key Stage 1 during Holy Week on the 
theme of kindness. 

I enjoy leading these assemblies and, through 
them, the children recognise me and often greet 
me in town or at church events. 

Peter Symonds Sixth-Form College  As acting 
Chaplain for Peter Symonds I have attended 
Christian Union meetings, chaired a charitable 
meeting and was involved in their Founder’s Day 
Evensong service at Winchester Cathedral. 

It is so good to be able to see children and adults 
face to face at the various things I attend and 
organise, and huge thanks go to all the people who 
help in the many things we do together. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org

  

Family-friendly Easter at St Paul’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 10 April, 4 pm 
Palm Sunday family service with story, craft,  

songs and tea 

Friday 15 April, 10 am 
Good Friday family service  

Saturday 16 April, 10 am 
Making the Easter garden: create clay bugs,  

arrange moss and flowers 
(adults stay with their children) 

Sunday 17 April, 9.30 am 
Easter Sunday Family Eucharist with 

Easter egg hunt  

Sunday 24 April, 5.30–7 pm 
Youth club for school years 3–7 with 

table tennis, dodgeball, games and cooked tea 
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Hymns and their writers 
‘There is a green hill far away 
without a city wall.’ As a small 
child I wondered why there 
was no surrounding wall, until 
I understood the ancient 
meaning of the word 
‘without’. Perhaps ‘outside’  
or ‘beyond’ might be more 
appropriate today? In fact,  
in Scotland another word, 
‘outwith’, is spoken in similar 
contexts. 

Written in 1848 by Cecil 
Frances Alexander, also 
known as Mrs Alexander,  
this hymn penned for  
children bears the simple, 
straightforward message that 
Christ sacrificed himself for us 
on the cross because he loves 
us and wants to save us. The 
word ‘dearly’ in the final verse 
has the double meaning that 
Christ loves us dearly but paid 
dearly in pain and death. 

This hymn, which we still sing 
at Eastertide, originally 
appeared in 1848 in Hymns 
for Little Children, edited by 
John Keble. It was used by the 
Church of Ireland and was 
incorporated into Hymns 
Ancient and Modern in 1868, followed by the 
English Hymnal in 1906 and other books including 
my Methodist School Hymnal, now dog-eared and 
yellow with age, as well as my tattered copy of 
Songs of Praise used in my senior school.  

Mrs Alexander (1818–1895) was an Anglo-Irish 
poet as well as a hymn writer, especially for 
children at a time when there was increasing 
demand for children’s hymns. Born in Dublin to 
English parents, she later moved to Strabane where 
in 1850 she married William Alexander GCVO, an 
Anglican clergyman who, like her, was influenced 
by the Oxford Movement. He became Bishop of 
Derry and Raphoe. 

She was involved in much charitable work including 
the Diocesan Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and 
the Derry House for Fallen Women, also helping to 
develop a district nursing service. She visited the 
sick and poor, but her upholding of the class system 
has been criticised – for example, the third verse of 
‘All things bright and beautiful’, with the words 
‘The rich man in his castle’. 

Both Mrs Alexander and her husband died in  
Derry and they are buried together in Derry City 
Cemetery. In 1913 a stained glass window in her 
memory was installed in St Columb’s cathedral, the 
three lights depicting scenes from three of her 
many hymns, including this one as well as ‘Once in 
royal David’s city’ and ‘The golden gates are lifted 
up’. I wish I had known that when I lived for a year 
in Derry in the 1950s. 

Although this hymn has been set to several tunes, 
the most often used is ‘Horsley’, named after the 
composer William Horsley, who was organist at 
various places including Charter House. The family 
were friends of Felix Mendelssohn and it is said he 
first heard the music of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream when he played it on their home piano. 
Horsley was one of the founder members of the 
Philharmonic Society of London, now the Royal 
Philharmonic Society. His daughter Mary married 
that well-known figure and brilliant engineer 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel. I hope you find the 
background to our hymns as interesting as I do. 

Norma Goodwin 
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From our elected representatives 
Ukraine response and health care 

No sooner had Covid moved off the front pages, as 
we transition from pandemic to endemic, than the 
world was plunged into another crisis with 
President Putin’s war against Ukraine. 

We simply do not know what changed world this 
will lead us to, but I suspect the war will be far-
reaching and shape our lives in one way or another 
for many years to come. Like all of you, I am sure,  
I feel a sense of helplessness; but as an MP I could 
vote to impose the toughest suite of sanctions in 
our history against Russia, and I have done so. 
More will come, and not just from the state, as 
companies and individuals vote with their feet. 

I can also speak up about the humanitarian crisis 
and Britain’s role in that, which I have done no 
matter how hard it was for ministers to hear. There 
is always more we can do; and there are also many 
things we are doing that government ministers 
simply cannot shout about on the ten o’clock news. 
I often remind people that our Western alliance is a 
team effort with many countries doing their bit. 

Since my last column in this magazine, I have 
presented to parliament a Bill on a subject close  
to my heart: breast cancer. Its purpose is to 
increase uptake of NHS Breast Screening 
Programme appointments, especially in groups 
currently less likely to take up the offer, and to 
extend eligibility to people at increased risk of 
breast cancer because of their family history. My 
hope is to influence the ongoing Health & Care Bill, 

because we potentially have a looming crisis in this 
area as a result of Covid, and we need to drive up 
early detection. 

Tackling addiction (both drug and alcohol) is a real 
passion of mine and something I have returned to 
time and again, both in government and from the 
backbenches. I recently visited two organisations 
that help in this field: Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), 
which holds groups in Winchester every day of the 
week; and a really interesting new one called Help 
Me Stop. 

Alcoholics Anonymous invited the Mayor, the Dean 
and me to mark its 70th birthday recently. We were 
reminded that this is an organisation that is truly a 
beacon of light. It continues to do so much to help 
people battle one of the major addictions that 
blights so many lives. If this is your battle, or that of 
someone you love, see aadarknessintolight.org.uk. 

Finally, the work of our armed forces is never  
far away in a place like Winchester (and wider 
Hampshire). I cannot tell you how much I am 
learning through my time as a member of the 
current Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme, 
under which we visit army facilities all over the 
country to better understand their work, their 
challenges and inform debate in parliament. 

In recent months we’ve been to Helicopter 
Command, Sandhurst, Army Medical Services and 
the Specialist Weapons School near Westbury, 
where we saw our potent anti-tank weapons 
systems. It was a timely visit, as soon after they 
were in active use by our Ukrainian friends. We 
often hear the British Army is one of the best in the 
world and it’s not far wrong. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 11 March   

https://aadarknessintolight.org.uk/
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Preparing for another turbulent year 
After seeing Covid restrictions relaxed in February, 
we all perhaps thought the world would be a little 
less dangerous. How naive was that? As I write this 
month’s update we all look in horror as Ukraine is 
invaded by Russia, threatening security across the 
whole of Europe, and refugees are flooding over 
the borders. 

Winchester declared its intent to become a City of 
Sanctuary several weeks ago and this means we’ll 
be doing all we can as a city to support and 
welcome Ukrainian refugees. A peace vigil was held 
in Winchester on 1 March as Russia continued its 
attempted invasion of Ukraine, and it hopefully 
gave an outlet for people to come together and 
express their solidarity with Ukrainians. The vigil 
was organised by Winchester City of Sanctuary 
together with Southampton and Winchester 
Visitors Group. Members of Winchester City 
Council helped with organisation and were there to 
show their support. The vigil was broadcast live on 
ITV Meridian and despite the pouring rain was 
attended by over 300 people. 

February was budget month for Winchester City 
Council, and there were some important decisions 
to be made as the cost of living rises rapidly for 
everybody, with inflation topping 5% and energy 
costs increasing by over 50%. Mindful of the 
financial pressures impacting many families, we 
proposed a District Council Tax rise of 2.7% – the 
third lowest in Hampshire, and half the rate of 

inflation. For our many Council housing tenants  
we proposed a lower-than-recommended-by-
government rent rise of 3.1%, and it was agreed to 
cap any rise in service charges to £5.  

In addition the budget made provision for the 
climate emergency, to fund feasibility work to trial 
low-carbon bin lorries and buses and also prepare 
for the implementation of a food-waste trial in our 
District.  

We set aside money to fund maintenance work on 
our monuments and historic assets, which are so 
important to our heritage, as well as for sprucing 
up our city and market towns with enhanced 
cleaning and replacement of litter bins and street 
furniture. We also increased the provision for Local 
Council Tax Support through the Council’s Hardship 
Fund and put aside money to embed the principles 
of the Council’s commitment to be a City of 
Sanctuary. Full details of the budget can be found 
on the Council web site. 

We live in volatile times, and the awful events in 
Ukraine have further demonstrated that we all 
need to live by the highest values, and demonstrate 
trust and respect to others. 

As always, if you think we can be of help, please do 
get in touch with us. 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod and Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 2 March  
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 
Have you suffered a bereavement? 

Would it help to talk? 
If so, please telephone: 01962 863626 

(24-hour answerphone) 
Our support is confidential and free. It is carried out 
by trained Bereavement Visitors who are supervised 
by professionally qualified counsellors.  

www.winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk 

 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 
 

Winchester Heath Clinic 
Who are we?  
Winchester Health Clinic is a 

physiotherapy clinic that 

provides high-quality 

assessment and treatment, 

with student physiotherapists 

overseen by qualified staff  

What we offer 
 £40 physiotherapy 

sessions which include assessment, treatment and 

education around managing your problems   

 £32 Aquatic Physiotherapy class for 4 sessions in a 

state-of-the-art hydro pool 

How to find us 
Winchester Sport and Leisure Park 

Bar End Road, SO23 9NR 

Get in touch  
Email WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk or 

book online at www.winchester-health.co.uk  

  

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

  

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
mailto:WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester-health.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CC.Perry1.20%40unimail.winchester.ac.uk%7C2e9fb614841743781b2208d9e0c5c1ce%7C9ef0ad7deaab48a5a07afbb82033fa03%7C0%7C0%7C637787962219464117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tOXD4jVDC5BDGxxlheqZ5w7fTf7cDYHm%2BCcaWM45JKo%3D&reserved=0
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Mary Copping, Assistant 
Priest, children/youth work  
co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Liz Stuart, Associate Priest 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Neil Birkett, Assistant Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
855871 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Alison Collins, electoral roll officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
808441 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinc
hester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower team 
co-ordinator, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

 
 

Contact us 

Lord of glory and prince of peace, 
we pray for all who strive for peace and all who fight for justice.  

As we see before us the costs of war and the abuse of power,  
may we ourselves turn away from greed and ambition,  

and work for a better future,  
in which your kingdom will be seen on earth as it is in heaven. 

Peter Casey 


