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Services 
Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Eucharist on 1st Sunday of month St Paul’s  

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist on all other Sundays St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111  Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 853599  To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 871730  Winchester City Council offices 840222 

St Clements medical practice 852211  Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 863535  National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thurs 30 June, 
10.30 am; for the link, contact 
alisoncollins67@btinternet.com 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café: 
meeting 10 am–noon in St Paul’s, this 
month on Wed 8th and Fri 24th, for 
real coffee, homemade cakes and a 
chat; all welcome 

 Tuesday homegroup: meeting first and 
third weeks, 2.30–4 pm; new members 
welcome; please contact James Clay, 
852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm; 
contact Kathleen, klvfreeman@aol.com 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting 
fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 pm; please 
contact Peter and Irene Casey, 808776 

 Volunteering opportunities: many 
types, from sound system operator to 
helping the toddler team, baking to 
buildings maintenance; contact Maggie 
Brecknell, brecknell1@uwclub.net, 
856552 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Eucharist at St Paul’s for all ages with band 
(opportunity for children to be involved in a drama) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Eucharist at St 
Paul’s with activities for children and young people  

 family service: 4 pm short, informal, all-age worship 
with craft activities, on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, with refreshments afterwards 

 youth club: 5.30–7 pm, generally on the last Sunday 
of the month, for children in school years 3 to 7, 
with table tennis, dodgeball, computer games and 
board games, and including a cooked tea 

 confirmation preparation: for Year 6 upwards 
 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the 

parish rooms and meadow, with play, crafts and 
songs 

 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school 
age, five days a week 9.15 am–3 pm in St Paul’s 
Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 

youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

We’re grateful to all who supply photographs. 
This month they are by Mary Copping, Sandra 
Lewis, Ursula Payne and Vicki Tibbitts. 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from Mary Copping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hi, 

We continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine, for all those suffering there and all those fleeing. 
The composer John Rutter has written a beautiful, moving prayer for Ukraine. Do watch it on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJl3kVwl2-U (with the composer introducing and conducting) 
or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0kKozhHNJc (with translation). 

We are all looking forward to welcoming Revd Dr Jonathan Rowe as our rector as the interregnum 
comes to an end. His institution service is on Thurs 16 June at 7.30 pm. 

The past few months have been a challenge for us but I think we can say that we have all done well. 
It has been wonderful to see how people have volunteered their services to help in any way they 
can – a mighty army of helpers. Liz Stuart and I have felt strongly supported by churchwardens and 
all the other people who have been quietly helping – a huge THANK YOU to you all. We have felt 
God’s presence with us and his guidance in what we have tried to do to bless the parish and to be a 
blessing to others.  

Liz and I have met with Jonathan a few times, first for the interview days and then on Zoom. We like 
him very much and look forward to working with him. We feel that we will make a good team, 
working together with our congregations for the good of the churches and to reach out to many 
around us. 

It has been wonderful to see how the newly refurbished church at St Paul’s has already been used 
for coffee mornings, concerts, meetings, school services and visits. We plan for more of this in the 
months and years to come. We also look forward to school visits and meetings at St Matthew’s. 

Chris Seaman and I went to Christchurch Priory for a day’s introduction to HeartEdge by Revd Dr 
Sam Wells, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields in London. The name comes from ‘at the heart and on 
the edge’, galvanising churches to be at the heart of the community and reaching out to those on 
the edge. There are four areas to focus on, the four C’s: Compassion, Culture, Congregational Life 
and Commerce. I feel that our churches are big on compassion, congregational life and culture, but 
commerce needs more unpacking! 

At the meeting there was a lovely example of a vicar reaching out to the community – she is an 
artist, and every Tuesday morning she holds an outdoor drawing session on a green for anyone to 
come, providing all the materials needed. She gets many people turning up to draw, and the local 
mental health services are recommending that people go to this as it is relaxing. Through it she has 
many conversations with those who come, and is able to listen and help. 

Another vicar is in a challenging area where the church has a tall, dark conifer hedge around the 
churchyard. She suggested they decorate the hedge, but everyone told her that materials would be 
destroyed as soon as they were put up. She approached this as a challenge and decided to put 
things on the hedge for Easter and Remembrance, and invited those in the community to put other 
things up as well. She found that the only destruction of materials was by birds taking them for 
their nests! People now come from all around to see the hedge. These are just two examples of 
churches reaching out to their communities. They took imaginative thinking, courage and a 
willingness to try anything.  

Already we are reaching out to others in our response to the need to take in Ukrainian families, in 
supporting the Basics Bank and in many other ways that people reach out individually. I look 
forward to us all moving forward together to look at new ways our churches can reach out to 
others, help them and welcome people in. It will be good to see where God takes us in the future. 

‘From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work (Ephesians 4: 6). We are the body of Christ – let us 
go forward together to continue to do his work. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJl3kVwl2-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0kKozhHNJc
https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/life-st-martins/mission/heartedge/
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline Behan, Freddy Bull, 
William Buncombe, Maggie Green, 
Bob and Elizabeth Harland, Julia 
Jones, Margaret Jones, Kate 
Morgan, Phoebe, Jo Saunders, 
Patricia Watts and David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Daphnia Maltster. 

 
 
 
 
 
Fascinating ‘green’ webinars  During June the 
Church of England is offering a series of webinars 
on the environment, including: 6 June Life on the 
edge: exploring the oceans through science and 
faith, 7 June Finding our faith in trees, 8 June 
Blooming and beautiful – flower-rich churchyards,  
9 June Sustaining church: using your church spaces 
for growing food and growing mission. Further 
details, including how to book, at 
https://tinyurl.com/57m9w6x6.  
 
Piano trios  The prize-winning Mila Piano Trio, 
including local violinist Laura Rickard, are 
presenting a lovely programme of trios by Haydn, 
Schubert and Schumann at St Paul’s on Tues 14 
June, 7.45–9 pm. Although it’s part of a longer 
event for the Friends of Music in Winchester, you 
are welcome to attend for a donation at the door. 
 
Masterworks for string orchestra at St Paul’s, Sat 
18 June, 7.30 pm: come and hear professional 
orchestra the Nova Foresta Classical Players. The 
concert will include music by British composers 
John Ireland and Benjamin Britten along with 
Barber’s iconic Adagio for Strings, Haydn’s 
magnificent Cello Concerto in C and a breath-taking 
chamber symphony by Shostakovich dedicated to 
the ‘victims of fascism and war’. Tickets £20 on the 
door or £21.68 from https://tinyurl.com/4cv2sp5y. 

Summer party and hog roast in support of 
Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust,  
in the grounds of Little Somborne House on  
Sat 25 June, 12 noon–4 pm (vegetarian option  
also available). The day will include visits to two 
exceptional nearby churches. Cost £22.50; contact 
adriangharbidge@gmail.com or 023 9307 9204 by 
18 June with numbers in your party and any dietary 
restrictions. 
 
Winchester Chamber Orchestra concert at St 
Paul’s, Sat 25 June, 7.30 pm, performing Fauré’s 
Masques et Bergamasques, Schumann’s ‘Spring’ 
Symphony and Saint-Saëns’ Cello Concerto No. 1 
with soloist Lionel Handy, previously principal 
cellist of the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields. 
Tickets (£13.20) from 
https://www.wegottickets.com/event/533039. 
 
Offer of a book  James Clay writes, ‘May I offer a 
spare copy of Bishop John Dennis’s book Here am I, 
send me? I don’t want money for it but if someone 
is inclined to put a small sum in the collection bowl, 
so be it.’ Contact jamesrdclay@outlook.com. 
 
Bring and share lunch  We had provisionally 
planned a parish meal at St Paul’s on Sun 5 June as 
part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 
Your clergy and churchwardens now feel that many 
people will be involved in street parties that day. 
Instead we will hold one on Sun 10 July as a warm 
welcome for Jonathan and Hilary Rowe. 

 
 
 

 Sunday services: 
June Bible readings 
5 June 
12 June 
19 June 
26 June 

Acts 2: 1–21; John 14: 8–17, 25–27 [p. 925] 
Proverbs 8: 1–4, 22–31; Romans 5: 1–5; John 16: 12–15 [p. 928] 
Isaiah 65: 1–9; Galatians 3: 23–29; Luke 8: 26–39 [p. 969] 
Acts 12: 1–11; 2 Timothy 4: 6–8, 17–18; Matthew 16: 13–19 [p. 1148] 

  

Family feedback 

Notices 

https://tinyurl.com/57m9w6x6
https://tinyurl.com/4cv2sp5y
https://www.wegottickets.com/event/533039
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Hymns and their writers 
There has been a burst of new hymn-writing since 
our Queen acceded to the throne. One of the most 
prolific writers of both words and music is Graham 
Kendrick, born in 1950, and we often sing his 
‘Shine, Jesus, shine’ (1987). It’s such a joyful tune, 
made even more so when our happy band of 
children accompany us with their tambourines and 
triangles. Kendrick has written scores and scores of 
hymns and recorded many albums. There are 37 of 
his hymns in our church hymnbook including other 
favourites ‘Make way’ and ‘Meekness and majesty’ 
(both 1986), ‘The Servant King’ (1983) and ‘Beauty 
for brokenness’ (1993, © Make Way Music). 
Although my impression is that much of his work is 
primarily charismatic worship and gratefulness, 
‘Beauty for brokenness’ has moved on to highlight 
injustices of the modern world and society, an 
important issue for all Christians (see text below). 

The son of a Baptist pastor, Kendrick began to write 
hymns/songs in 1969 in a style often referred to  
as ‘happy clappy’, evangelical or neo-charismatic. 
He was a member of the Christian beat group 
Whispers of Truth, later becoming a solo 
performer, and was associated with the Musical 
Gospel Outreach organisation. He was a  
co-founder of the March for Jesus, an annual 
interdenominational event parading through towns 
and cities which has spread worldwide. At one time 
he was a member of a mission team in York, ‘In the 
name of Jesus’. He has been involved with the 

worldwide Christian movement Youth for Christ. 
Kendrick is a member of Compassion Art, a charity 
that generates money from works of art to assist 
the relief of suffering around the world. He has 
received many awards, among them honorary 
doctorates of divinity from Brunel University,  
the London School of Theology and Wycliffe 
College, Toronto.  

In recent years he has practised Psalm Surfing 
which he defines as ‘the improvised singing of 
scripture’, and he thinks it can be done by anyone. 
Just open your Bible and take a psalm at random, 
choose a verse or two and start by saying it out 
loud several times. Then begin singing it to any 
tune that fits, or just improvise. Or if that doesn’t 
work for you, just tap your fingers to the beat of 
the words. 

Kendrick currently worships at Holy Trinity with 
Christchurch in Tunbridge Wells. This Anglican 
Church has a modern building (1997) and worship 
is of the evangelical style. It is at the heart of the 
community and has a comprehensive mission 
statement.  

Look out for one of his hymns, and if you would  
like to know more I recommend you visit 
https://www.reformedworship.org/article/march-
1996/introducing-graham-kendrick. 

Norma Goodwin    

Beauty for brokenness, 
hope for despair, 
Lord, in the suffering, 
this is our prayer. 
Bread for the children, 
justice, joy, peace, 
sunrise to sunset 
your kingdom increase. 

Shelter for fragile lives, 
cures for their ills, 
work for the craftsmen, 
trade for their skills. 
Land for the dispossessed, 
rights for the weak, 
voices to plead the cause 
of those who can’t speak. 

Chorus: 
God of the poor. 
friend of the weak, 
give us compassion, we pray, 
melt our cold hearts, 
let tears fall like rain. 
Come, change our love 
from a spark to a flame. 

Refuge from cruel wars, 
havens from fear, 
cities for sanctuary, 
freedoms to share. 
Peace to the killing fields, 
scorched earth to green, 
Christ for the bitterness, 
his cross for the pain. 

Rest for the ravaged earth, 
oceans and streams, 
plundered and poisoned, 
our future, our dreams. 
Lord, end our madness, 
carelessness, greed; 
make us content with 
the things that we need. 

Lighten our darkness, 
breathe on this flame, 
until your justice 
burns brightly again; 
until the nations 
learn of your ways, 
seek your salvation 
and bring you their praise. 

https://www.reformedworship.org/article/march-1996/introducing-graham-kendrick
https://www.reformedworship.org/article/march-1996/introducing-graham-kendrick
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Beyond Ourselves 
Solace from the Bible 

In Britain  Bible Society’s Psalm 23 garden, which 
won a gold medal at the 2021 RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, has been rebuilt at Winchester Hospice. 
Created by multi award-winning designer Sarah 
Eberle, it is a multisensory experience of one of the 
best-known passages of scripture, a beautiful place 
of solace. 

The Psalm 23 garden was conceived as a way  
of communicating to huge numbers of people,  
‘The Bible has something to say to you today’.  
Its depiction of green pastures and quiet waters 
speaks of the times of rest we experience in our 
lives, and particularly of the healing power of God’s 
creation. The water falling into the pool evokes 
refreshment, but it is not a comfortable landscape 
– the stepping stones and the huge rocks suggest 
difficulty and danger, a reference to the ‘valley of 
the shadow of death’ the psalmist describes. At the 
same time, it is a place of life and movement – not 
just because of the falling water, but because it has 
quickly been colonised by insects of all kinds. 

With extensive coverage on the BBC and in 
gardening and lifestyle magazines, many found the 
idea that part of the Bible could speak into their 
lives today was a revelation. This psalm has rarely 
seemed more relevant in this time of pandemic  
and war, when the shadow of death has hovered 
over so many lives. However you are feeling now, 
why not read it and see what it says to you about 
your situation? 

Bible Society has opened up the Psalm 23 garden 
project to the wider community (see 
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/get-

active/) and suggests working alongside others to 
create Psalm 23-inspired areas in your garden, at 
school or on some community land (with 
permission). Four elements are needed: wild 
flowers, a tree, water and somewhere to sit. 

In Ukraine  Bible Society has been distributing aid 
and Bibles across the country. Locals were calling 
Bible workers ‘Angels of Kyiv’, but they also needed 
the protection of heavenly angels. Anatoliy 
Raychynets from the Bible Society of Ukraine 
describes how he and the Bible Society team  
are doing all they can to help on the frontline, 
supporting and ministering to people whose lives 
have been shattered. 

‘I have personally delivered several thousands of 
Bibles from hand to hand’, Anatoliy says. Nobody is 
refusing the Bibles. Instead they are asking, ‘Where 
do I start reading? I’ve never read the Bible before.’ 
And later, ‘Thank you so much. God touched me!’ 

Volunteers work with local churches to take food, 
medicines and Bibles to people’s homes and bomb 
shelters. Natalia, a school secretary who runs one 
shelter, received a Bible and was so grateful as  
her own was in small print and difficult to read, 
especially when it was dark. ‘Psalm 91 is our 
salvation’, she said, ‘we read it day and night, night 
and day. And it surely helps!’ 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Sourced from https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/ 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/. 

  

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/get-active/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/get-active/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Katy/Downloads/www.stmatthewstpaul.org/beyond-ourselves/
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You are invited to get involved in Refugee Week 
from 20 to 26 June. It is a UK-wide festival 
celebrating the contributions, creativity and 
resilience of refugees and people seeking 
sanctuary. 

Through a programme of arts, cultural, sports and 
educational events alongside media and creative 
campaigns, the week enables people from different 
backgrounds to connect beyond labels, as well as 
encouraging understanding of why people are 
displaced, and the challenges they face when 
seeking safety. It is a platform for people who have 
sought safety in the UK to share their experiences, 
perspectives and creative work on their own terms. 

As an umbrella festival, the week is a time for 
anyone and everyone to get involved by holding or 
joining an event or activity. Refugee Week events 
happen in all kinds of different spaces and range 
from arts festivals, exhibitions, film screenings, 
museum tours, to football tournaments, public 
talks and activities in schools.  

This year’s Refugee Week is on the theme of 
‘Healing’. It will be a celebration of community, 
mutual care, and the human ability to start again. 
Healing means recovering from a painful 
experience or situation, so that we can continue to 
live. No-one understands this better than those 

who have lost their homes and had to build new 
lives from scratch. We have much to learn from 
refugees about holding onto hope when going on 
seems impossible – as well as about how art, 
creativity and community can help us to heal. 
Those going through the asylum system also know 
that healing is an ongoing process, made harder by 
poverty, housing difficulties and the threat of being 
detained or deported. Asking for change, so that 
refugees can truly feel safe, is an act of care. 

We invite you to hold an event for Refugee Week 
2022. It could be as simple as sharing a walk with 
friends, holding a coffee morning, doing a book 
reading or choosing a book club book that explores 
the experiences of refugees. You can explore lots of 
ideas for events at https://refugeeweek.org.uk/get-
involved/inspiration/. 

As part of Refugee Week the University of 
Winchester, which is proud to be a University  
of Sanctuary, is hosting a Family Fun Day at the 
University of Winchester on Sat 25 June, 11 am– 
3 pm. Held in partnership with Winchester City of 
Sanctuary, this event is for local families currently 
or recently seeking sanctuary in the UK. See further 
details at 
https://winchester.cityofsanctuary.org/2022/05/05
/family-fun-day. 

  

Simple Acts are everyday actions we can all do to stand with 
refugees and make new connections in our communities. 
You might like to do one or more of these Simple Acts 
during Refugee Week. The illustrations are by Karin Åkesson 
and there is some inspiring text when you click on the 
images at https://refugeeweek.org.uk/simple-acts/. 

https://refugeeweek.org.uk/theme-of-refugee-week-2022-healing/
https://refugeeweek.org.uk/get-involved/inspiration/
https://refugeeweek.org.uk/get-involved/inspiration/
https://winchester.cityofsanctuary.org/2022/05/05/family-fun-day
https://winchester.cityofsanctuary.org/2022/05/05/family-fun-day
https://refugeeweek.org.uk/simple-acts/
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Clothes donations – specific! 
The Storehouse at Winchester Vineyard and Basics 
Bank request the following clean, good-quality 
clothes, particularly needed by new arrivals from 
Ukraine. Women’s and men’s T-shirts, casual 
trousers, summer coats, new underwear and socks. 
Men’s shoes/trainers size 10 & 11. Take to the 
Storehouse, Unit A, Bar End Industrial Estate SO23 
9NP, on Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, 10 am–
noon. Or they can be dropped at Basics Bank Bulk 
Sorting, Gabare House, Winnall Valley Road SO23 
0LD, Tuesday or Friday, 9 am–3 pm. 

Ukraine table-top sale 
Waking up worrying in the night can sometimes  
be productive: it galvanised me to message some 
friends and organise the table-top sale in aid of 
Ukraine at St Paul’s Hall on 7 May. My motivation 
came from having worked in the Soviet Union in 
the early 1980s – one year in Kharkiv and two in 
Moscow. Friends in Kharkiv I’ve been in touch  
with all these years have left now and are safe in 
Sweden. Their children and grandchildren live 
there, so they didn’t think about coming to the UK. 
Good job too – while our government has set up 
the Homes for Ukraine scheme, it has hardly made 
it easy for refugees from the war to enter the UK. 
At least people in this country have opened their 
homes and their hearts to the besieged Ukrainian 
people. 

We raised nearly £1,800 and extra donations 
continue to arrive, some from those who are 
running boot sales after the event. I think we might 
get up to a round £1,800, or even more? If you 
would like to boost donations, please go to 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dec7may 
or put them in St Paul’s postbox in an envelope 
marked ‘Ukraine table-top sale’. 

Sending money to help people on the ground is  
the least we can do, and I’m very grateful that so 
many people joined in our effort. But it turned out 
to be about more than money – it was a wonderful 
opportunity to spend time with friends not seen for 
two years, to chat, to make new friends, to have 
fun and to witness some innovative (and effective) 
sales techniques. 

There was a huge variety of items for sale, both 
new and used – from spice racks to space hoppers, 
and from board games to bracelets – meaning 
there was something for everyone (see p. 11). 
Some beautiful handmade items including bags, 
cards and lavender bags were also on offer. The 
plant stall, looking lovely in the spring sunshine, 

was brimming with all sorts of offerings from sweet 
pea seedlings to box bushes, and the hall kitchen 
became a little café, providing a constant supply of 
tea and delicious homemade cakes. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped by 
preparing for the day, by selling on the day, or  
by buying ... or all three! 

Ruth Thornton 

3,800-mile cycle challenge 
A former primary school headteacher from West 
Cumbria showed up at St Paul’s in May as part of 
an enormous charity challenge. John Corran, 69,  
is aiming to cycle to all St Paul’s Church of England 
churches this summer to raise funds for his own  
St Paul’s in Irton. 

The cyclist recently launched a campaign to raise 
£50,000 for its church organ, which needs vital 
restoration. It was built in 1876 under the 
leadership of John Nicholson, one of the finest and 
most highly respected provincial organ builders of 
the Victorian era.  

John said, ‘I hope to visit over 250 churches, 
including two on the Isle of Wight, and cover 
around 3,800 miles starting in Truro and zigzagging 
my way up the country to reach the northernmost 
church at Branxton, just south of the Scottish 
border’. 

He added, ‘The ride not only provides a challenge 
for me, but it is also an opportunity to visit all 
corners of England and a variety of landscapes and 
people. As well as family and various friends, I have 
been kindly offered accommodation by the clergy 
and parishioners of some of the St Paul’s churches 
I will visit. I hope to finish at Irton Church around  
4 July.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can support John’s challenge at 
https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/john-corran-
irton-organ. 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dec7may
https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/john-corran-irton-organ
https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/john-corran-irton-organ
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Eco Church 
1952–2022 – the Queen’s reign 

As I was walking home from school for lunch, a boy 
told me the King had died; it was 1952 and I was 
ten years old. We lived on the edge of town in  
a tree-lined street where crowds of sparrows 
chattered and argued among the leaves and built 
their nests in the eaves of our houses. That was my 
world, for we had no car, telephone or television. 

Little did I know how the world would change.  
Cars now park in solid rows where those trees once 
stood, and few birds sing. Today’s ten-year-old 
child living there knows no different. It is what is 
known as Shifting Baseline Syndrome and that is 
part of the problem; it is generational amnesia.  
I set out to write this column with the intention  
of covering environmental changes during the 
Queen’s reign, but that is impossible here. 
However, below are some statistics. 

In 1952 the world population was 2,630, 861,562. 
Today it is 7,900,000,000. The UK population was 
50,651,280 and now is 67,440,000. Men earned  
an average of £9 per week and women £5. Most 
people had little disposable income. Nowadays the 
average is £31,772 per annum, women still lag 
behind and people generally have much more 
disposable income. The average house price was 
£1,520 and now in the south-east is £380,528, 
although try finding one in Winchester for that! Of 
course these are just simple figures and there are 
huge variations and reasons why. There were no 
supermarkets so we shopped seasonally and milk 
came in glass bottles which were reused.  

The decline in world wildlife since 1952 has been 
huge. In the UK we have lost birds such as the  
red-backed shrike, corn bunting and turtle dove 
that were familiar to me as I grew up and cycled 
through our countryside. Have you heard a cuckoo 
or nightingale recently? Red squirrels are pushed  
to the edges by the more robust USA alien which 
carries a pox.  

Globalisation has seen an increase in the 
introduction of alien plant species and diseases 
such as ash dieback and sudden oak death.  
The elm, so loved by 20th-century poets, was 
devastated by Dutch elm disease in the 1960s, 
changing the look of the countryside so how it was 
can only be seen in paintings now. 

Mammals, insects, amphibians, invertebrates and 
other wildlife continue to decline, but not human 
beings. Have you seen a hedgehog lately? Gone is 
the abundance that I once knew – like clouds of 
butterflies rising up before me. Due to shortage of 
food during World War 2, post-war governments 
sought food security by encouraging farmers  
to rip out hedgerows to maximise field size for 

monoculture crops for which chemical pesticides, 
herbicides and artificial fertilisers were necessary. 
Entering the Common Market in the 1970s saw 
further changes and a demise of our orchards, 
resulting in the loss of most of our delicious 
varieties of apple.  

Rachel Carson, an American biologist, shocked  
the world in 1962 with her important work  
Silent Spring, which warned of the dangers of 
environmental pollution. The English scientist 
James Lovelock published his Gaia theory (1972) 
that the planet is one whole, living, self-regulating 
organism with everything interlinked, which 
humankind has pushed out of kilter. In the 1980s 
acid rain was a threat and in 1985 a hole was 
discovered in the ozone layer. It all sounds gloomy, 
but there is hope if everyone engages in the politics 
and economics of the situation, taking action in 
different ways.  

For now I leave you with the poem ‘Binsey Poplars’. 
Read it aloud and experience the pain of the Jesuit 
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins, writing roughly 70 
years before 1952.  

Norma Goodwin 

Binsey Poplars (1879) 
  My aspens dear, whose airy cages quelled,  

  Quelled or quenched in leaves the leaping sun,  
  All felled, felled, are all felled;  
    Of a fresh and following folded rank  
                Not spared, not one  
                That dandled a sandalled  
         Shadow that swam or sank  
On meadow & river & wind-wandering weed-winding bank. 
 
  O if we but knew what we do  
         When we delve or hew —  
     Hack and rack the growing green!  
          Since country is so tender  
     To touch, her being só slender,  
     That, like this sleek and seeing ball  
     But a prick will make no eye at all,  
     Where we, even where we mean  
                 To mend her we end her,  
            When we hew or delve:  
After-comers cannot guess the beauty been.  
  Ten or twelve, only ten or twelve  
     Strokes of havoc unselve  
           The sweet especial scene,  
     Rural scene, a rural scene,  
     Sweet especial rural scene. 
 
                                                 Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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the parish rooms 
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Children’s work 
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Children’s and youth work update 
Family Eucharist  People enjoyed the drama, 
written by Sandra Lewis, about the disciples going 
back to fishing after Jesus’ crucifixion. Eloise 
Watson displayed particular acting talent when  
she had to swim towards Jesus. 

At the end of the drama the children enjoyed 
asking the adults some 
questions, saying: ‘We hope 
you liked our drama. It made 
us stop and think about the 
situation the disciples found 
themselves in. We think they 
were scared and anxious, 
and they had their normal 
lives turned upside-down. 
Isn’t this just like us, what 
with Covid and the other 
things happening in the 
world? So we thought we 
would ask you some questions about how you 
react to a difficult situation. 

 When the disciples were a bit lost, they 
distracted themselves by going fishing. What do 
you do when you feel like them? 

 The disciples used distraction. You could do that 
as well, but what else could you do? 

 The disciples were anxious and confused 
because they didn’t know what was supposed 
to be happening. Do you think the disciples had 
unrealistic expectations of Jesus?  

 Maybe they thought Jesus would be with them 
all the time. Do you ever have unrealistic 
expectations of people and situations? What 
could you do about this? 

It made us all stop and think; I wonder what your 
answers would be to these questions. 

Parish Eucharist  The numbers of children coming 
to these services is creeping up now. We enjoy a 
children’s story at the beginning of each service 
(which often speaks a lot to the adults too) plus a 
children’s song, when the adults enjoy doing the 
actions as well! 

There is always a children’s group in the hall based 
on the gospel reading for that Sunday. One week 
the session went as follows: 

‘We read the gospel story of Doubting Thomas. We 
played a game where I read out a statement and 
you had to run either to one sign saying “I believe” 
or another saying “I doubt it!” We also played the 
“What’s in the box?” game where you have to put 
your hand in and identify an object. We talked a  
bit about doubts, and also generally about how  
we had recognised items in the box. Then we 
compared this to Thomas in terms of his doubts 

and needing to see and touch Jesus to be able to 
recognise him and believe. We then made little 
luggage tags on which we wrote things that we 
could do the coming week where other people 
might recognise Jesus in us/in our actions.’ 

These sessions are always well thought out by the 
leaders and often they say 
that they learn more for 
themselves as well as they 
are planning them. 

Family Service  Our 4 pm 
service for May was all about 
Jesus the Good Shepherd. We 
sang some actions songs, and 
talked about Jesus loving us 
and taking care of us as a 
shepherd takes care of the 
sheep. We then made our 
own sheep with paint and 

cotton wool – do take a look at the collages on the 
cupboard doors in the children’s area in St Paul’s, 
and also the lovely photos there. We gave thanks 
to God for all he gives us and prayed for people in 
need. Afterwards we had tea in St Paul’s before 
going out to play in the meadow. The next family 
service is on 12 June and will be about Pentecost. 

Western Church School  I have been asked to lead 
an assembly on God the Father and his love for us. 
We also have planned two services at St Paul’s 
Church: one for those moving from Key Stage 1  
to Key Stage 2, and the other for Year 6 leavers, 
where we will present each child with a book 
entitled It’s Your Move. Published by Scripture 
Union, it addresses many issues that might arise 
when children move to secondary school. 

Westgate Lower School  I will be leading another 
assembly this term. 

Youth group took place on 22 May. It was good to 
see so many young people there (some from other 
churches), with Giles Tibbitts and Angus Watson 
organising activities helped by Robin Johnson, our 
student, and Julia Hempenstall and Annette Lindsay 
cooking hot dogs. This was a wonderful team effort 
and the young people were having great fun. The 
club generally takes place on the last Sunday of 
each month. 

At the end of May we said goodbye to Robin. It’s 
always sad to see our students leave after what 
seems such a short time. I am advertising on the 
Winchester University Careers website for new 
students for September – to assist with and lead 
the Sunday morning group but also to help with our 
youth group on Sunday evenings. 

Mary Copping, 07921 886016 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
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What’s up, Western? 
 

  
The school governors at our Church Primary 
School have kindly arranged for us to reproduce 
some of the lively What’s up, Western? magazine 
created by the news crew of Emilia, Amelia, Rosie, 
Eithne, Meg, Maggie, James, Hayden, Evelyn, 
Molly, Elsie, Eddie, Arthur, Sebastian, Lukas, 
Harrison, Teddy, Mrs Cantor and Mrs Horton. 
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From our elected representatives 
Preventing harm 

First up this month, out on patrol in Winchester city 
centre with the Street Pastors. Many of you will 
know of this fantastic organisation which arranges 
for volunteers, always backed by prayer, to patrol 
our city centre on a Friday and Saturday night. The 
group is now ten years old and, having supported 
them from the start, I went out with the team 
recently to observe their quietly effective work. 

Whether it be handing out a cup of hot chocolate 
or a cuppa-soup to rough sleepers or a lollipop to 
young (and old) people high on life – and possibly  
a few drinks – they just come alongside people.  
I have to say it’s hard to overstate the calming 
presence they can have and the quiet acts of 
kindness they dispense. Everyone out in town –  
or who has kids out in town with their mates – 
should be very pleased they’re around. You  
can find out more and join the team at 
https://streetpastors.org/locations/winchester/. 

While we were patrolling the streets here, an 
ancient ceremony dating back to the 17th century 
was taking place in Westminster as the cellars of 
the House of Lords were searched for gunpowder 
ahead of the state opening of parliament, which 
was presided over by Prince Charles. 

It has always been a huge privilege to see Elizabeth 
II in person open the new session of parliament 
(and I have done so many times). This time – as we 
mobilised the little-used Regency Act of 1953 to 
enable the heir to the throne to present the 
government’s legislative agenda for the year ahead 
– was obviously very different and tinged with 
sadness in this Platinum Jubilee year. As we stood 
at the Bar of the House in the Lords Chamber we 

knew we were witnessing history 
before our eyes, in a ceremonial sense, 
and a whole lot of work for MPs in 
practical terms. 

As a country we have risen to 
challenges with no precedent in recent 
history: leading the response to Putin’s 
attack on Ukraine and protecting lives 
and livelihoods in the battle against 
Covid. But these events have caused 
huge disruptions to the global 
economy. The Queen’s speech set out 
38 new bills helping us to continue 
delivering on our top priorities, 
including easing the cost of living and 
growing the economy, cutting crime 
and supporting communities while 
clearing the Covid backlogs. 

On that, I spent time recently inside the 
theatres at the Royal Hampshire County Hospital 
speaking with surgeons and nursing staff who are, 
day after day, clearing the backlog. These are often 
conditions – urology, orthopaedics, gynaecology – 
which seriously inhibit quality of life for those 
waiting, and the team there are doing really well to 
get through the work. 

I wouldn’t be true to myself talking about health 
without mentioning prevention. I am working with 
Diabetes UK after the launch of a new report as 
part of the charity’s ‘Diabetes is Serious’ campaign.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 4.9 million people living with diabetes  
in the UK and we’re pushing a number of 
recommendations for improving care, including a 
routine care recovery plan. A recent survey of over 
10,000 people with diabetes found that 1 in 3 
respondents had had no contact with their diabetes 
healthcare team in the past year. Without these 
vital checks and routine care, people living with 
diabetes face increased risk of developing serious 
complications. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 15 May   

https://streetpastors.org/locations/winchester/
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Safer streets and Ukraine update 
It’s been a busy April and May for the ward team 
with local elections; it’s also been an opportunity to 
meet many of our residents on their doorsteps and 
listen to their priorities in our area. One constant, 
recurring theme is the need to make our streets 
safer for all users, especially those on foot.  

As your Liberal Democrat councillors for the St Paul 
ward we have welcomed the new steps down from 
Winchester railway station to Stockbridge Road, 
which were part-funded by Winchester City  
Council following a bid by the Council to South 
Western Railway’s Customer and Communities 
Improvement Fund. It’s great to see the steps 
finished. They offer a much safer and more 
convenient way for people to get down onto 
Stockbridge Road – particularly for young people 
travelling to Peter Symonds College. It’s a big 
priority for the Lib Dems to make it easier, safer 
and more convenient to get around on foot, and 
these new steps are a welcome contribution  
to that. 

Local community and voluntary 
organisations working with 
Ukrainian families can now apply for 
financial support through the HCC 
Leader’s Community Grant.  

What you need to know about applications: 
 ones from parish and town councils and local 

branches of national charities will be 
considered 

 they should be under £5,000

 
 they can be under £1,000  
 they will be assessed to ensure that the 

proposals are appropriate, that safeguarding  
is in place and that the activity isn’t being 
duplicated where support is already being 
offered. 

We’re continuing to support those who have been 
impacted by the Ukraine invasion by offering 
shelter to refugees arriving in the Winchester 
District through the government’s Homes for 
Ukraine scheme. Under this scheme, 45,126 visas 
have been issued in England, 1,685 across 
Hampshire and 293 in Winchester at the time of 
writing. 

Lucille Thompson, Martin Tod, Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 13 May 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 
Have you suffered a bereavement? 

Would it help to talk? 
If so, please telephone: 01962 863626 

(24-hour answerphone) 
Our support is confidential and free. It is carried out 
by trained Bereavement Visitors who are supervised 
by professionally qualified counsellors.  

www.winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk 

 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 
 

Winchester Heath Clinic 
Who are we?  
Winchester Health Clinic 

is a physiotherapy clinic 

that provides high-

quality assessment and 

treatment, with student 

physiotherapists 

overseen by qualified 

staff  

What we offer 
 £40 physiotherapy sessions which include 

assessment, treatment and education around 

managing your problems   

 £32 Aquatic Physiotherapy class for 4 sessions 

in a state-of-the-art hydro pool 

How to find us 
Winchester Sport and Leisure Park 

Bar End Road, SO23 9NR 

Get in touch  
Email WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk or 

book online at www.winchester-health.co.uk  

  

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

  

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 

Classifieds Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
mailto:WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester-health.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CC.Perry1.20%40unimail.winchester.ac.uk%7C2e9fb614841743781b2208d9e0c5c1ce%7C9ef0ad7deaab48a5a07afbb82033fa03%7C0%7C0%7C637787962219464117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tOXD4jVDC5BDGxxlheqZ5w7fTf7cDYHm%2BCcaWM45JKo%3D&reserved=0
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BLB private car hire 
 

Airport, docks and long-

distance transfers in 

safety and luxury 

 

 
 

blbcarhire@gmail.com 

07775 893146 
 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:blbcarhire@gmail.com
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SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Dr Jonathan Rowe, Rector 
(from 16 June) 
jonathan@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Mary Copping, Assistant 
Priest, children/youth work  
co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Liz Stuart, Associate Priest 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Neil Birkett, Assistant Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Tim Stannard, treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
808441 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower team 
co-ordinator, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinc
hester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 

 

 www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

 

Contact us 

Your song infiltrates our dreams and shadows our wakefulness. 
We are never away from you. 

You put strength in our hands and resilience in our backs. 
Before us lies the ancient Way, 

bespoken Wisdom, enfleshed Hope, courageous Love. 
Your light leads us on. 

Carla A. Grosch-Miller, from Psalms Redux: Poems and Prayers 


