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Services 
Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Paul’s  

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Communion on all other Sundays St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 

 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111 Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 01962 853599 To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 01962 871730 Winchester City Council offices 01962 840222 

St Clements medical practice 01962 852211 Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 01962 863535 National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

Samaritans 24-hr helpline 116123 Domestic abuse 24-hr helpline 0808 2000 247 

Trinity Drop-in Day Centre, 
Bradbury House, Durngate 

01962 842827 In need of a bed? WCC housing 
office, Colebrook Street 

01962 840222 

 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café: meeting 
10 am–noon in St Paul’s on Wed 12 and 
Fri 21 October for real coffee, homemade 
cakes and a chat; all welcome 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays,  
10.30 am; to check frequency and for 
link, contact ajcero@btinternet.com 

 Have a meal on us: Tuesdays, 5–7 pm  
at St Paul’s; to volunteer, contact 
liz@thestannards.co.uk; to book a space, 
contact 07724 142624 or 
hospitality@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 Tuesday homegroup: meeting first and 
third weeks of each month, 2.30–4 pm; 
new members welcome; please contact 
James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm; 
contact Kathleen, klvfreeman@aol.com 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting 7.30 for 
7.45 pm; please contact Peter and Irene 
Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family Communion 
at St Paul’s for all ages with band (opportunity for 
children to be involved in a drama) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Communion at St 
Paul’s with activities for children and young people  

 family service: 4 pm short, informal, all-age worship 
with craft activities, on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 
with refreshments afterwards 

 youth club: 5.30–7 pm, generally on the last Sunday of 
the month, for children in school years 3 to 7, with table 
tennis, dodgeball, computer games and board games, 
and including a cooked tea 

 confirmation preparation: for Year 6 upwards 
 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 toddler group: 0–3 years, Fridays 9.30–11 am in the 

parish rooms and meadow, with play, crafts and songs 
 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school age, five 

days a week 9.15 am–3 pm in St Paul’s Hall 
 

Contact Mary Copping, 07754 687535, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from Mary Copping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday services: October Bible readings 
2 Oct 
9 Oct 
16 Oct 
23 Oct 
30 Oct 

Philippians 4: 4–9; John 6: 25–35 [p. 1090] 
2 Kings 5: 1–3, 7–15c; Luke 17: 11–19 [p. 1058] 
2 Timothy 3: 14–17; 4: 1–15; Luke 18: 1–8 [p. 1064] 
Isaiah 45: 22–25; Luke 4: 16–24 [p. 1092] 
Ephesians 1: 11–23; Luke 6: 20–31 [p. 1072] 

 
  

Hi,  

I write in great sadness just a few days after the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
Archbishop Justin Welby had moving words to say: 

It is with profound sadness that I join the nation, the Commonwealth and the world in mourning 
the death of Her Late Majesty The Queen. My prayers are with the King and the Royal Family. 
May God draw near them and comfort them in the days, weeks and months ahead.  

Even as The Late Queen mourned the loss of her beloved husband, Prince Philip, we saw once 
again evidence of her courage, resilience and instinct for putting the needs of others first – all 
signs of a deeply rooted Christian faith. 

As we sustain one another in the face of this challenge, our shared grieving will also be a work of 
shared reimagining. I pray that we commence this journey with a sense of Her Late Majesty’s 
faith and confidence in the future. 

As people of Christian faith, we share Her Majesty’s confidence in the future, even though  
things may feel dark – with her death and with all else that is happening in the world. As I say  
at Baptism services, having a baby baptised is bringing the baby into God’s house and giving 
him/her a firm foundation to live by, supported by parents and godparents. This foundation is 
God, and through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can know him, know his love 
and trust in him to get us through, as in Romans 15: ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit’. 

This is not a hope as in ‘I hope the bus is going to come’ or ‘I hope that will happen soon’. No,  
this is a hope that is fixed on God and his love for each and every one of us, knowing that he will 
somehow help us through the difficulties and challenges we face; he will be with us even though we 
may not be able to sense him. As the old hymn says: 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 
fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 

These are dark and difficult times for many. Hold on to the rock that is God, keep calling out to him 
for help and if you would like someone to talk to and pray with, do be in touch with me, Jonathan 
or Liz – we would be very happy to meet with you. Both churches are also open during the day for 
quietness and reflection. 

I pray for you to experience God’s love, peace and joy as you look to him. 

With love and prayers, 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
William Buncombe, Nicola Ellis, 
Bob and Elizabeth Harland, Julia 
Jones, Kate Morgan, Norma and 
Natalia, Phoebe, Jo Saunders, 
Hannah Spencer, Patricia Watts, 

Viv Wheeler, John Williams and 
David Wilson.  

We offer our love, sympathy  
and prayers to close family and 
friends of those who have died 
recently, including Bill Bowes and 
Rosemary Kitson. 

 
 
 

New organist  It’s a great 
pleasure to welcome our new 
organist Graham Davies, who 
began this role on 11 September. 
We look forward to working with 

him and hearing his contribution to our worship 
over the coming months. 
 
Saturday lunchtime concerts at St Paul’s  New 
initiative Winchester Arts continues its Song Series 
on Sat 1 October, 1 pm, with a recital by rising star 
bass-baritone Joe Chalmers accompanied by Tom 
Jesty. They will present a varied programme of 
songs ranging from the rich treasures of late 
Russian romanticism to the light humour of Tom 
Lehrer. Tickets (£15, £5 for students and under-18s) 
available on the door or from winchesterarts.co.uk. 
 
Winchester Green Week  A sustainable future can 
be created by all of us growing greener together.  
A selection of events is listed here; to see the full 
schedule, visit https://tinyurl.com/2wy44whh. 
Sat 1 Oct, 10 am–12.30 pm  Mass bike ride  
Sun 2 Oct, 3.30 pm  ‘Cry of Creation: Rally for the 
Earth’, Winchester Cathedral 
 
Space in the City  A thought-provoking series of 
Wednesday lunchtime talks throughout October, 
‘The Lamp Still Shines: the state of health since 
Florence Nightingale’, at St Lawrence’s, 12.30– 
1 pm, and on Zoom. Further details, and links to 
past series, at https://www.spaceinthecity.org.uk/. 
 
Talented young musicians in Perfect Pitch concerts  
On each Thursday in October at 12.30 pm the 
Brothers of St Cross will be hosting a new series  
of informal lunchtime concerts in their Chapel. 
Musicians from the University of Winchester,  
St Swithun’s and Kings’ School will feature in 45-
minute programmes. Free admission with retiring 
collection in aid of the Hospital of St Cross;  
further details from Graham Davies, 
gldavies.organist@gmail.com. 
 
Choral concert in aid of Winchester Beacon 
(Nightshelter)  Christopher Tolley, who plays the 
organ for us once a month at St Paul’s, will conduct 

the Thomas Weelkes Singers in works by Tallis, 
Holst, Vaughan Williams and Pärt, and guitarist 
Mark Eden will perform music by Bach, Tárrega and 
Albeniz. Sun 9 October, 7.30 pm, at the Church of 
St Cross. Free admission with retiring collection 
(suggested minimum donation £10). 
 
‘Opera glasses’ wine-tasting on Fri 14 October, 
7.30 pm at Pheasants Way, Sarum Road, with 
proceeds going to the parish’s Beyond Ourselves 
charities. Thanks to Peter and Irene Casey for their 
convivial hospitality! Tickets (£17.50) from 
pheasants@picasey.me.uk, 808776.  
 
Romantic string music for chamber orchestra  
Winchester Camerata, led by David Blunt, will be 
giving a concert at St Paul’s on Sat 15 October  
at 6.30 pm to celebrate the orchestra’s 10th 
anniversary. Music by Schubert, Bruckner’s heart-
rending Adagio and Dvořák’s American Quartet. 
Tickets (£15/£5 students) on the door. 
 
Contemporary jazz  Making its debut at St Paul’s  
on Sat 22 October at 8 pm, the new contemporary 
jazz group Orbit is the brainchild of veteran pianist 
Robert Carter and is an amalgam of influences from 
around the world. Orbit’s experimental yet highly 
accessible approach to jazz is guaranteed to delight 
and surprise. Tickets available on the door. 
 
Advent Quiet Day at Wisdom House on Sat 
26 November, 10 am–4 pm, cost £25, which 
includes lunch and refreshments. These 
days have always proved peaceful and 
restorative before the rush of Christmas.  
To book, contact Mary Copping, 07754 
687535, mary@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 
Thank you from Maggie and Jeremy Brecknell  
Thank you all for the wonderful send-off you gave 
us. We are now comfortably in Salisbury with  
most boxes unpacked. The house is lovely and the 
garden will be too once we have cleared a season’s 
growth. Visitors very welcome: Harcourt Villa, 
Harcourt Terrace, SP2 7SA, 07940 801340, 
brecknell3@gmail.com.  
Loadsaluv, Maggie and Jeremy. 

Family feedback 

Notices 

http://winchesterarts.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/2wy44whh
https://www.spaceinthecity.org.uk/
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Have a meal on us @ St Paul’s 
... no questions asked ... 

We are all facing rising costs this winter. We are 
offering a ‘no questions asked’ free hot meal with 
drinks and cake, company and a warm space once a 
week. This runs every Tuesday at St Paul’s (5–7 pm) 
until 20 December, when we are going to enjoy a 
pre-Christmas meal together. Just let us know if 
you would like to come, and how many in your 
group. If you need help with transport, we can do 
that too! 

Please email hospitality@stmatthewstpaul.org  
or call or text 07724 142624 to book a meal (or 

meals). Do spread the 
word – all are welcome. 
If you would like to help 
with cooking or baking 
(this can be done at 
home), donate to 
support this or volunteer 
help on a Tuesday 
evening, please  
contact Liz Stannard, 
liz@thestannards.co.uk. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
St Paul’s Pre-school and St Paul’s Coffee Pot are 
joining forces again to take part in the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan  
Cancer Support. 

When?  Wed 12 October 
Time?  9.30 am–noon 
Where?  St Paul’s Church 

For more information, and to donate cakes, contact 
harriethide@gmail.com or 07790 957990. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

Harvest bring and share lunch 
– all are welcome 

On Sunday 2 October our shared meal will be a 
lunch that celebrates Mary Copping’s many years 
as Children’s and Youth Work Co-ordinator at St 
Paul’s, and all the love, warmth and dedication she 

has brought to her role. Please sign up at the back 
of church saying how many will be in your group 
and what food you would like to contribute. 
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Children’s and youth work update 
In the light of my giving up the role of Children’s & 
Youth Work Co-ordinator at the end of October, 
there were good discussions at a second planning 
meeting to explore the role of the next post-holder. 
A further meeting is planned, in which a possible 
job description of the person needed will be 
created. The process is to discern just the right 
person that God has to inspire and nurture our 
children and young people. More details to come. 

Family Eucharist  Sandra Lewis wrote another 
lovely drama for the 9.30 service on 4 September, 
about Jesus healing a deaf man, and Jonathan gave 
a short talk afterwards which followed on well from 
the sketch and engaged the children. This was 
again a service well attended by families, and we 
were pleased to welcome 20 children, many of 
whom were involved in the drama. 

Parish Eucharist  In the children’s group on the 
Sunday after the sad news of the death of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the children discussed 
how the Queen served God and passed on his love 
to many, many others in kindness, caring, 
gentleness and friendship. There was discussion 
about how the children could do the same with 
their family, friends and people at school. That 
Sunday there were enough children to divide into 
two groups: Scramblers for under-4s, and the older 

ones in St Paul’s Hall. Huge thanks to Vicki and Giles 
Tibbitts for all their work and preparation for this. 
We hope to continue being in two groups. 

Youth club  Our meeting on 18 September went 
really well, with lots of children aged 7–12 
attending. Vicki and Giles are exploring extending 
this group to include the 11–16 age-range, with a 
discussion group and activities for them. This is 
planned for the near future and will be advertised 
on our website and in our welcome sheet. 

Western Church School and Westgate Lower 
School  I look forward to continuing to take 
assemblies at both primary schools. 

Toddler group continues with encouraging 
numbers of children with their carers and a good 
team of helpers. Both adults and children love 
joining the Friday Coffee Pot in church. 

University of Winchester  I’ve put an advert on the 
university careers website for a student to come 
and help with our children’s and youth work. The 
children always love to have a student helping lead 
their groups, and the students always benefit as 
well from being part of a loving church community. 

Vicki has put out a call for new Children’s & Youth 
Ministry Team members: 

Please do remember in your prayers the need for: 

 a new person to co-ordinate the children’s and 
young people’s work 

 more volunteers  
 a student to come and join us. 

I feel sad to be giving up this work, but it feels the 
right time and I am confident that God will guide us 
to the right person for the job who will be able to 
take this work forward, with the huge support of 
many in the parish. 

Mary Copping, 07754 687535 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

   

Children’s & Youth Ministry 
As Mary prepares to step down from her children’s & youth co-ordinator role and we seek to recruit 
someone to step into her shoes, we are looking to build our Children’s & Youth Ministry Team for St 
Paul’s and St Matthew’s. Come and join us! There are lots of different opportunities for team members, 
including: 

 9.30 am St Paul’s Sunday services – either leading the group (fully pre-prepared sessions can be 
provided) or being a supporting adult engaging with the children 

 Family services @ 4 pm one Sunday a month – welcoming families, helping with craft activities, 
or providing sandwiches and cake 

 Toddler group on Fridays, 9.30–11 am – welcoming families, providing activities for the children 
and tea and coffee for the adults 

 Youth group 5.30–7 pm one Sunday a month – either playing games and interacting with the 
young people, participating in a discussion group or helping in the kitchen 

If you are interested in joining our team, or would simply like to find out more, please contact Jonathan 
or Mary. Most roles will require a DBS check. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
 

believes that the best way 
to support children whose 
lives have been affected by 

war and its aftermath is working with small, local 
projects. The people who run these know what is 
needed on the ground, which gives the schemes 
the greatest impact. These collaborations 
consistently improve the lives and futures of 
children living in some of the world’s most 
devastated countries. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina  The starting point for 
Firefly was Svitac (Firefly in the local language), 
launched in 1998 in Brčko in the north-east of the 
country. In the aftermath of the brutal civil war of 
1992–95, it wanted to help build stability in the 
whole community and tolerance amongst the 
young people of the three ethnic groups living 
there: Bosniak, Serb and Croat. 

Since the war Bosnia has experienced desperate 
economic and political instability, with youth 
unemployment currently at 57.5% – one of the 
highest rates in the world. The threat of renewed 
conflict is ever present. Svitac offers a unique 
service to the community while remaining 
politically independent. It is one of the few safe  
and neutral places where young people of the 
three different nationalities can meet, learn about 
tolerance and become friends. Firefly’s partnership 
with the organisation has continued without a 
break since 1998, long after the world’s spotlight 
moved on but where the need is ever present. 

Svitac offers daily classes and arts-focused 
workshops which reach hundreds of children and 
young people each month. Not only promoting 
harmony, the activities provide skills and 
opportunities that can help young people into work 
and tertiary education. It also hosts six community 
festivals, including anti-racism and anti-fascism 
events and spring and New Year celebrations. 

Gaza  Firefly works with Action for Child Trauma 
International and the International Medical 
Education Trust 2000 funding an effective small 
project in Gaza which helps children and young 
people suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) caused by the conflict there. A 
quarter of children in Gaza suffer from PTSD caused 
by the ongoing violence, bombardments and stress 
of everyday life. This interferes with their ability to 
function and develop normally. The therapeutic 
programme addresses these needs through both 
counselling and activities. 

Syria  Firefly helps victims of the Syrian conflict 
become champions of their own recovery. It offers 

hope and support through providing a way back 
into education and a plug for the years of learning 
lost due to repeated displacement and conflict. You 
can watch a 5-minute video about this work at 
https://tinyurl.com/3p4ms6pu. 

Through a youth centre in Antakya and outreach 
work in Syrian refugee centres in Turkey and 
northern Syria, the programme reaches large 
numbers of children each month. The team has 
developed its own Meccano-like resources which 
are used to teach practical science and maths 
activities. They also run a primary school in a Syrian 
refugee camp. 

Marian, aged 13, is at a refugee camp near the 
Turkish border. She lives in a small, overcrowded 
tent and says she doesn’t know what quiet is any 
more. It is hard to study but she really wants to – 
she dreams of perhaps being a doctor in the future. 
After school every day she goes to the Firefly 
Centre for the workshops. She says:  

I am from Latakia in Syria. We left Syria four years 
ago because of the bombing. First we lived in Tripoli 
in Lebanon for a while and then we travelled to 
Beirut. Life was hard in Lebanon, so then we moved 
to Cairo. I went to school there for nine months. The 
education wasn’t good; we didn’t have books and it 
was hard to learn. 

So then my family moved again, this time to Turkey. 
I have been at school here for three years in a 
Syrian school. One of my friends was talking about 
how a hydraulic arm worked and I was interested. 
She told me she came to this centre so I came and 
registered for the science programme. I really enjoy 
learning physics and maths here and doing science 
activities. At school we learn theories, but at the 
centre we are taught to really understand how they 
work by making things. I haven’t decided yet what I 
want to do in the future but I am really interested in 
both pharmacy and engineering. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Sourced from https://fireflyinternational.org 

Supporting children affected by war 

https://actinternational.org.uk/
https://actinternational.org.uk/
https://imet2000.org/
https://imet2000.org/
https://tinyurl.com/3p4ms6pu
https://fireflyinternational.org/
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Faith development 
Great minds with but a single thought 

When Quaker George Fox 
wrote this advice circa 
1650, he was echoing the 
thoughts of an earlier 
George, George Herbert: 

‘Be aware of the spirit of 
God at work in the 
ordinary activities and 
experience of your daily 
life. Spiritual learning 
continues throughout life, 
and often in unexpected 
ways. There is inspiration 
to be found all around us, 
in the natural world, in 
the sciences and arts, in 
our work and friendships, 
in our sorrows as well  
as in our joys. Are you 
open to new light from 
whatever source it may 
come? Do you approach 
new ideas with 
discernment?’ 

George Herbert (1593–1633) wrote:  

Earlier still, Thomas Cranmer (1489–
1556) in the General Thanksgiving in 

the Book of Common Prayer asked God, ‘We 
beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy 
mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful’. 

Pamela Peskett 

In the name of God’s just reign 

 

  

I am glad, brothers and sisters, 
that our Church is persecuted 
precisely for its preferential option for the poor 
and for trying to become incarnate 
on behalf of the poor. 
And I want to say to all the people, 
to rulers, to the rich and powerful: 
if you do not become poor, 
if you do not concern yourselves, 
for the poverty of our people 
as though they were your own family, 
you will not be able to save society. 

What good are beautiful highways and airports, 
beautiful buildings full of spacious apartments, 
if they are only put together with the blood of the poor, 
who are not going to enjoy them? 

I want to repeat to you what I said once before: 
the shepherd does not want security 
while they give no security to his flock. 

Those who do not understand transcendence cannot understand us. 
When we speak of injustice here below 
and denounce it, they think we are playing politics. 
It is in the name of God’s just reign 
that we denounce the injustices of the earth. 

All these thoughts are from the writings of Oscar 
Romero, former Archbishop of San Salvador, who 
was assassinated on 24 March 1980 as he preached 
in his cathedral to a great congregation of the poor 
and hidden. He was murdered because of his deep 
commitment to the people, to justice in society and 
to an end to torture. He was recognised throughout 
the world for this work of love. In 1984 Harper 
Collins published the Archbishop’s visionary small 
book, The Church is all of you. His words are also 
for today’s world. 

Peter Millar, former Warden of Iona Abbey 

Teach me, my God and King, 
in all things thee to see; 
and what I do in anything, 
to do it as for thee: 

A man that looks on glass, 
on it may stay his eye; 
or, if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
and then the heaven espy. 

All may of thee partake; 
nothing can be so mean 
which, with this tincture, ‘For thy sake’, 
will not grow bright and clean. 

A servant with this clause 
makes drudgery divine; 
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
makes that and the action fine. 

This is the famous stone 
that turneth all to gold; 
for that which God doth touch and own 
cannot for less be told. 

 
Tracey Sheppard’s engraving of the hymn 
words at St Lawrence’s, Winchester 

https://www.amazon.com/Church-All-You-Thoughts-Archbishop/dp/0866838384
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For such a time as this 
‘Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.’ 

Philippians 4: 6–7 

‘Mordecai told them to reply to Esther [who 
was appealing against a death threat to her 
people], “Do not think that in the king’s palace you 
will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if 
you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another quarter, but you and your 
father’s family will perish. Who knows? 
Perhaps you have come to royal dignity 
for just such a time as this.”’ 

Esther 4: 13–14 

There is anxiety about this coming 
winter. Real hardship is coming. The world 
order as we’ve known it is changing. 
Geopolitically this upheaval is the most serious 
since 1945. Though the causes go back much 
further, the signs have been growing for over 15 
years. The financial crash, political turmoil across 
the West, Covid, the Ukraine war, the energy 
crisis, the supply-chain crisis, they are  
all linked. We have already seen the 
breakdown of trust in many of our 
institutions. Social unrest may follow. In 
the foolishness of hubris, it was assumed 
that things could only get better. But it is 
very likely that they will get worse. 

This period can be understood politically as 
an ‘interregnum’ – an era between eras – 
where ‘all manner of morbid things persist’ 
(Antonio Gramsci, Prison Notebooks). In spiritual 
terms, the unravelling is a kind of grey zone in 
which there is also the seeding of new life. Amidst 
the crisis, God is at work. 

The previous era was characterised by a 
hyper-liberal philosophy that spawned 
individualism, manifesting on the left in 
the cult of self, and on the right in neo-
liberal economics and globalisation. 
Despite the gains this culture delivered 
for some, it offered false hope. It was 
hostile to the common good and caused 
catastrophic damage to our communities 
and the natural world. It was based on a 
flawed anthropology, which is why it is  
now unravelling.

This form of individualism relegated God  
to a position subordinate to the self.  
Even churches were seduced, overly 
influenced by secular assumptions.  
In this misguided frame, the symptoms 
of the unravelling, in both church and 
society, are seen as problems to be 

solved in our own strength. This mistake 
creates deep anxiety. Instead we need to 

step back and make sense from a God-centred 
perspective. 

As Christians we are told ‘not to worry’ and to  
pray. To the secular ear this doesn't sound very 

proactive. But what St Paul actually says  
is, ‘Pray about everything’. This is not 
passivity. He is talking about surrender  
to God, who is the primary agent. It will 
involve lament and repentance because 
we have all colluded. Yet despite our 
failures God’s love is total. We are called 

to be in relationship with him in the midst 
of the unravelling. To work out what he 

wants of us: our talents and intelligence will be 
needed. But we are to go in open-eyed – there is  
a cost to following this path. Jesus says, ‘Take up 
your cross and follow me’. This is a grey zone, not  
a comfort zone. 

Grey zones precede renewal. Renewal is 
primarily a spiritual project. When it 
comes to the civic and political aspects  
of renewal, this is a time of preparation. 
Catholic social thought can guide us 
towards a practical vision of statecraft,  
a re-ordering of the economy and the 

rebuilding of shattered places and 
communities. Sometimes called the theology 

of the Holy Spirit, in practice it offers not false 
hope but real hope, rooted in the reality of the 
imago dei, in natural law and in love and truth. 

So for such a time as this ... in an age of anxiety, the 
recognition that we are not called to be rescuers 

but companions amidst the unravelling, will 
make us less overwhelmed. Attentive 

listening to the movements of the Holy 
Spirit will show us where God is calling 
us. Building covenantal partnerships with 
our neighbours will restore trust. Being 
together in the local, in real, embodied 
relationships of loving friendship, will 

create places of refuge where people can 
encounter the sacred, find love, forgiveness, 

redemption, warmth and belonging. Above all, 
what is needed is mutual accompaniment through 
the storm. 

Together for the Common Good website   

https://togetherforthecommongood.co.uk/about/who-we-are


10 |  

  

  

  

  

Clarendon 
Way walk 



| 11 

  

  

  

  

 

Baptism of Freya 
and Lily at St Paul’s 

Children’s 
drama 

Visiting 
international 

students 
HRH Queen 
Elizabeth II 

Ride + Stride 
cyclists 

Winchester 
Arts concert 
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Eco Church 
Fossil fuels and our path to net zero 

Back in 2020 the Church of England (CofE) agreed 
to work towards net zero by 2030. Following a 
detailed consultation period, in July the General 
Synod endorsed the Routemap on how to reach 
this ambitious and urgently needed goal. The 
motion begins, ‘That this Synod, having recognised 
that the global climate emergency is a crisis for 
God’s creation, and a fundamental injustice,  
and following General Synod’s motion passed in 
February 2020 to plan to reach net zero carbon  
by 2030 …’. 

The whole CofE, including cathedrals, churches, 
schools and offices, is encouraged to consider  
the Routemap. There is a helpful checklist at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churc
hcare/net-zero-carbon-church which starts with 
simple steps (we have already implemented many 
of these), like minimising waste and switching to a 
renewable energy provider. It makes clear which 
steps are most easily implemented, and the 
detailed Routemap gives hope that we can reach 
the goal of being carbon zero.  

However, we are behind others in terms of 
divesting (and not profiting) from fossil fuels.  
In 2018 the General Synod pledged to divest by 
2023 from high-carbon companies that were ‘not 
aligned with the goals of the Paris agreement’. But 
progress has been slow because there is still belief 
that engagement will help fossil fuel companies to 
switch course. 

Emissions from fossil fuels impact on climate so 
much that they will destroy the habitats that we 
humans need to survive, to grow the food we need, 

and to be protected from floods, droughts and 
intolerable heat. Many recent wars have been 
about fossil fuels, and fossil fuel companies’ profits 
have risen since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  

Many of us struggle with the escalating price of gas 
and electricity, but producing more gas and oil will 
not solve the problem for two main reasons:  
(1) exploring new gas fields takes time and costs 
immense amounts of money, which requires them 
to run for decades; and (2) it does not lower the 
gas price much or quickly enough. What we need  
is investment in insulating our homes, offices and 
public buildings. (Maybe the CofE could use its 
funds to insulate its own places of worship, schools, 
vicarages and church halls, which would give a 
pretty good return in long-term savings?) 
Furthermore, wind turbines and solar panels are 
much faster to build and cost less than fossil fuel 
and nuclear power stations. These measures would 
help reduce our reliance on expensive gas and 
bring down the cost of electricity. 

In May 2021, the International Energy Agency’s 
Executive Director said, ‘If governments are serious 
about the climate crisis, there can be no new 
investments in oil, gas and coal, from now – from 
this year’. And in March 2022 António Guterres,  
UN Secretary General, commented it was ‘madness 
to turn to fossil fuels because of the Ukraine war’. 
Nevertheless, fossil fuel companies like Shell and 
Exxon Mobil are still spending billions on exploring 
for new oil and gas. 

Revd Vanessa Elston of Southwark Diocese rightly 
pointed out, ‘The CofE needs to divest because the 

fossil fuel companies have been lying and 
greenwashing for 40 years … If they were 
serious about the climate crisis, they would be 
putting 50% of their profits into renewables, 
but they are not doing anywhere near that’ 
(Guardian, Damian Carrington, 17 August 
2022). 

Why are we as the CofE still investing our 
money in them? It is difficult to believe that 
the CofE links with oil and gas are for ethical 
reasons. Hesitating to divest will cause further 
damage to God’s creation while the suffering 
of disadvantaged communities around the 
world continues to increase.  

Let’s act on our beliefs, work out a plan to get 
to net zero by 2030 at St Matthew’s and St 
Paul’s and engage with our diocese and 
Church leaders to immediately divest from 
fossil fuels and use these funds instead to 
protect climate, planet, nature and the 
survival of humankind. 

Max Priesemann

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church
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Dust if you must 
Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better 

to paint a picture, or write a letter, 
bake a cake, or plant a seed; 

ponder the difference between want and need? 

Dust if you must, but there’s not much time, 
with rivers to swim, and mountains to climb; 

music to hear, and books to read; 
friends to cherish, and life to lead. 

Dust if you must, but the world’s out there 
with the sun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair; 

a flutter of snow, a shower of rain, 
this day will not come around again. 

Dust if you must, but bear in mind, 
old age will come and it’s not kind. 

And when you go (and go you must) 
you, yourself, will make more dust. 

Rose Milligan 

(Read at the Thanksgiving Service for Gillie Corrie, 
who used to attend St Matthew’s and also went 
regularly to the women’s suppers at the Roebuck) 

Christmas Project 
Winchester Churches 
Christmas Project aims to 
help those in the city for 
whom Christmas can be a 
really difficult time of year. 
Donations received are 
used to purchase gifts for 
families; the families are 
asked to choose what 

would help them most. This might be exciting 
Christmas food and presents, or a special treat. 
However, it could be something much more 
prosaic, such as the payment of a worrying bill or  
a top up of the gas or electricity.  

Last Christmas the scheme was able to help 24 
families (30 adults and 50 children) plus 5 singles – 
a total of 85 people. In addition, it helped some 
Afghan families through Churches Together in 
Winchester. The 59 volunteers from 12 different 
churches were (as always) brilliant! Some feedback 
from agencies: 

Thank you so much to you and all your volunteers 
for their amazing work at Christmas. The generosity 

and kindness was wonderful and the family that I 
referred were so incredibly grateful. 

We just want to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to you and 
the Christmas Project volunteers for supporting our 
families this Christmas. It has once again been a 
very difficult year for so many and the generosity  
of the donors and the gentle understanding  
and compassion of the volunteers makes a real 
difference at what can be a challenging time  
of year. 

We know that this year life is likely to be even more 
challenging, so we would be grateful for donations. 
If you would like to give by bank transfer, our  
new account is ‘Winchester Churches Christmas 
Project’, sort code 30–98–97, account number 
80782363. Cheques can be sent to the Christmas 
Project Treasurer, c/o United Church, Jewry  
Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ, made payable  
to ‘Winchester Churches Christmas Project’. 
Individuals who would like to gift aid their donation 
should provide their name and address and specify 
that it is to be gift-aided, please. 

We are always in need of new volunteers (who 
would be paired with someone experienced); 
please be in contact by the end of October. Thank 
you to everyone for your prayerful and practical 
support in these difficult times. 

Helen McTiffin, deanacre@talktalk.net 
(Joint Co-ordinator with Janet Stewart) 

Fourfold Franciscan blessing 
May God bless you with discomfort. 
Discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and 
superficial relationships, so that you may live 
deep within your heart. Amen. 

May God bless you with anger. Anger at 
injustice, oppression and exploitation of 
people, so that you may work for justice, 
freedom and peace. Amen. 

May God bless you with tears. Tears to shed 
for those who suffer from pain, rejection, 
starvation and war, so that you may reach 
out your hand to comfort them and turn 
their pain into joy. Amen. 

May God bless you with foolishness. Enough 
foolishness to believe that you can make a 
difference in this world, so that you can do 
what others claim cannot be done. Amen. 

  
We’re grateful to all who supply photographs. This month 
they are by Richard Brockman, Mary Copping, Adrian 
McKenzie, Ursula Payne, Mollie Stannard, Chris Valentine, 
Pixabay’s Geralt and Jill Wellington, and Associated Press 
(public domain via Wikimedia Commons). 



14 |  

From our elected representatives 
Parliamentary tribute to Her Late Majesty The Queen  

This month, given the enormity of recent events,  
I thought parishioners might like to read an extract 
of my tribute to Her Late Majesty The Queen in the 
House of Commons the day after her passing. 

Madam Deputy Speaker; I want to say a few things 
on behalf of my constituents in Winchester. 

Yesterday was one of the saddest days imaginable. 
We have known it was coming for a while now, but 
the sense of shock we feel today is palpable. This is 
a national moment but it feels intensely personal. 

Her Late Majesty spoke 
movingly of her late husband, 
the Duke of Edinburgh, as her 
‘strength and stay’, but the 
truth is that she was ours. 

I was extremely honoured to 
meet the Queen in 2012 at 
Buckingham Palace as a 
relatively new MP. 

The Queen asked me which 
constituency I represent, so I 
said Winchester, and we briefly 
discussed how the city was –  
and still is – searching for the 
remains of King Alfred, our most 
famous son. The Queen loved 
that and, with that trademark 
smile and twinkle in her eye, 
said, ‘They’ve just found one of 
my ancestors under a car park  
in Leicester!’ 

Our Late Queen visited 
Winchester many times, 
including in 1959 to officially open Elizabeth II 
Court, the home of Hampshire County Council,  
and for the Maundy service in April 1979 in our 
great cathedral. 

We had the new King in Winchester just a few 
months ago to unveil – this is a mark of how he will 
wear the Crown – a statue of a famous Jewish 
figure in Winchester history called Licoricia. 

I often remind my constituents that backbench  
MPs do not really have that much power, but we 
do have quite a bit of influence. The longer we  
do this job, the better we get at using it for the 
benefit of our constituents. Our Late Queen, as a 
constitutional monarch, did not hold any executive 
power – in fact, she could not even vote – but boy 
did she wield great influence through her vast 

experience and the respect she rightly commanded 
all over the world. 

There has been a lot of replaying overnight of the 
words spoken by the young Princess Elizabeth on 
her 21st birthday when she said that her whole life, 
‘whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to 
your service and the service of our great imperial 
family’. However, a lesser-known passage of that 
speech reads: ‘But I shall not have strength to carry 
out this resolution alone unless you join in it with 
me, as I now invite you to do’. 

I have always been struck by 
that comment as incredibly 
revealing and brave, because  
I think our then future Queen 
was saying, ‘I don’t embody the 
divine right of kings and queens’ 
so fabled in British history,  
‘I have to earn it and keep it.  
I need your support.’ 

I think she reigned in that spirit – 
never lost in the majesty of it all 
– but always knowing that she 
had to draw that strength from 
the support of her people and 
that she had to constantly be 
seen to be believed. Maybe 
those two famous appearances 
on the balcony of Buckingham 
Palace, at either end of that 
fabulous Platinum Jubilee 
weekend earlier this summer, 
showed that she knew that right 
until the very end. 

We have heard a lot today about schoolchildren 
and how they ask us if we have ever met the 
Queen. I get that too. I was with a school here 
when I was a relatively new MP, and one of the 
schoolchildren asked me, ‘How did God save  
the Queen?’ ‘That’s one for your teachers’, I said,  
but maybe our late sovereign lady now knows  
the answer. 

As a Christian in this House, I believe that everyone 
– whether they live on the planet for a matter of 
hours or for 96 hugely influential years – changes 
our world by their presence in it. 

As others have said today, we are so lucky to have 
had Queen Elizabeth II in our lives. We are changed 
by it. Thank you, Queen Elizabeth II; it has been a 
privilege. God save the King! 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 10 September  
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Consultation on vision for Station Approach 
Winchester City Council, Network 
Rail and London & Continental 
Railways (LCR) are exploring 
potential opportunities for 
regeneration in the area known 
as Station Approach and looking 
at whether a viable, local and 
community-driven vision can be 
developed on their respective 
land. A consultation on this vision 
has been launched and local 
residents and businesses are 
being encouraged to share  
their views. 

Environmental, economic and 
social well-being all lie at the 
heart of what we want to create. 
This is an opportunity to explore 
transforming a key gateway to 
Winchester and protecting what 
makes the city special. With your 
help we’re keen to deliver: 
 an exciting, sustainable  

and financially viable 
development 

 a safe user-focused transport 
hub 

 enhanced public realm 
 a mix of uses for the benefit 

of existing and future 
generations. 

At this stage, we are exploring  
all the options and we need our 
community to help us to shape  
a vision. 

Cllr Martin Tod, Leader of Winchester City Council, 
said: ‘This is a great opportunity. It will help us 
strengthen green travel and connect the station, 
city and the wider area better. It can support future 
ways of working and living in our city. And it can do 

so in a way that respects the city and all the things 
that are special about it.’ 

Local residents and businesses are now warmly 
invited to share their thoughts on the future of the 
Station Approach area. A website has been 
launched, www.winchesterstationapproach.co.uk, 
which features an interactive map for comments as 
well an online survey. A newsletter is being sent to 
over 5,000 homes near to Station Approach to set 
out details of how to contribute ideas, and all 
information will be available on the Council’s 
website. 

To request a paper copy of the newsletter or 
survey, please call 0800 148 8911 or email 
info@winchesterstationapproach.co.uk. The 
consultation will conclude on Fri 21 October. 

As always, if you think we can be of help, please do 
get in touch with us. 

Martin Tod, Lucille Thompson, Chris Westwood 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 8 September  

http://www.winchesterstationapproach.co.uk/
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 
Have you suffered a bereavement? 

Would it help to talk? 
If so, please telephone: 01962 863626 

(24-hour answerphone) 
Our support is confidential and free. It is carried out 
by trained Bereavement Visitors who are supervised 
by professionally qualified counsellors.  

www.winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk 

 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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Winchester Heath Clinic 
Who are we?  
Winchester Health Clinic 

is a physiotherapy clinic 

that provides high-

quality assessment and 

treatment, with student 

physiotherapists 

overseen by qualified 

staff  

What we offer 
 £40 physiotherapy sessions which include 

assessment, treatment and education around 

managing your problems   

 £32 Aquatic Physiotherapy class for 4 

sessions in a state-of-the-art hydro pool 

How to find us 
Winchester Sport and Leisure Park 

Bar End Road, SO23 9NR 

Get in touch  
Email WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk 

or book online at www.winchester-health.co.uk 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

   

  
 

SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester-health.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CC.Perry1.20%40unimail.winchester.ac.uk%7C2e9fb614841743781b2208d9e0c5c1ce%7C9ef0ad7deaab48a5a07afbb82033fa03%7C0%7C0%7C637787962219464117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tOXD4jVDC5BDGxxlheqZ5w7fTf7cDYHm%2BCcaWM45JKo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
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MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 Blackwell & Moody 
Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing memorials 

renovated • Building restoration • House signs 

and numbers • All stonework • Professional 

advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  



 

 
 
 
 

Revd Dr Jonathan Rowe, Rector  
jonathan@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 616611 

Revd Mary Copping, Assistant 
Priest, children’s/youth work  
co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 687535, M, Tu, W, F 

Revd Prof. Liz Stuart, Associate 
Priest, Safeguarding Officer 
(children and adults) 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 687530 

Revd Neil Birkett, Assistant Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
01962 864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St P’s 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Tim Stannard, Treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 855871 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
01962 808441 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St P’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
01962 849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
01962 810509 

Barbara and Stuart Dorward,  
co-ordinators of help for Ukrainian 
families and hosts 
bjmd27@gmail.com 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
01962 841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
01962 863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
01962 624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
01962 853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
01962 853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower team 
co-ordinator, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
01962 853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden/ 
health, safety and security officer, 
St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
01962 865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinc
hester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 01962 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 

 

 www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

For Jesus, there are no countries to be conquered, 
no ideologies to be imposed, 
no people to be dominated. 

There are only children, women and men to be loved. 

Henri Nouwen (1932–1966) 


