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Peace and joy  
this Christmas  
and New Year! 
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Services 
Sunday 9.30 am Holy Communion St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 
 

 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111 Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 01962 853599 To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 01962 871730 Winchester City Council offices 01962 840222 

St Clements medical practice 01962 852211 Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 01962 863535 National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

Samaritans 24-hr helpline 116123 Domestic abuse 24-hr helpline 0808 2000 247 

Trinity Drop-in Day Centre, 
Bradbury House, Durngate 

01962 842827 In need of a bed? WCC housing 
office, Colebrook Street 

01962 840222 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café: meeting  
10 am–noon in St Paul’s on Wed 14 and Tues 20 
December and Wed 11 and Fri 27 January for 
real coffee, homemade cakes and a chat; all 
welcome 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 10.30 am;  
to check frequency and for link, contact 
ajcero@btinternet.com 

 Have a meal on us: Tuesdays, 5–7 pm at  
St Paul’s; to book a space, contact 07724 
142624 or hospitality@stmatthewstpaul.org;  
to volunteer, contact liz@thestannards.co.uk  

 Tuesday homegroup: meeting first and third 
weeks of each month, 2.30–4 pm; new 
members welcome; please contact James Clay, 
852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm; contact 
Kathleen, klvfreeman@aol.com 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting 7.30 for 7.45 pm; 
please contact Peter and Irene Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 Sundays: 9.30 am Holy Communion at St Paul’s 
for all ages with activities for children and 
young people, and monthly children’s drama  

 family service: 4 pm short, informal, all-age 
worship with craft activities, on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month, with refreshments 
afterwards 

 toddler group: 0–3 years, term-time Fridays 
9.30–11 am in the parish rooms and meadow, 
with play, crafts and songs 

 youth groups: 5.30–7 pm one Sunday a month, 
for children in school years 3–6 and 7–11, with 
fun, games and a cooked tea 

 confirmation preparation: for Year 6 upwards 
 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 St Paul’s pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school 

age, five days a week 9.15 am–3 pm in St Paul’s 
Hall 

 
Contact youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from the Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday services:  
December and January Bible readings 
4 Dec 
11 Dec 
18 Dec 
25 Dec 
1 Jan 
8 Jan 
15 Jan 
22 Jan 
29 Jan 

Isaiah 11: 1–10; Matthew 3: 1–12 [p. 6] 
James 5: 7–10; Matthew 11: 2–11 [p. 11] 
Isaiah 7: 10–16; Matthew 1: 18–25 [p. 13] 
Isaiah 9: 2, 6–7; Luke 2: 1–14 [p. 19] 
Isaiah 63: 7–9; Matthew 2: 13–23 [p. 30] 
Isaiah 60: 1–6; Matthew 2: 1–12 [p. 39] 
Isaiah 42: 1–9; Matthew 3: 13–17 [p. 43] 
1 Corinthians 1: 1–9; John 1: 29–42 [p. 47] 
Galatians 1: 11–16; Matthew 19: 27–30 [p. 1107] 

  

Dear friends, 

Imagine a world of catastrophic, dehumanising events, the whimsical slaying of  
innocents by cruel despots, enforced mass migration and the rejection of destitute  
people who simply seek a home.  

Perhaps you recalled such scenes flickering across our television screens over the past few months. 
But you could equally have imagined the backdrop to the birth of Jesus over 2,000 years ago. It’s a 
sad reflection of our world that we repeatedly fail to find ways to create just societies in which to 
live together in peace and harmony.  

At a time when the challenges facing the world, our nation and individuals are multiplying, we look 
for hope. The message of Christmas is that when darkness envelops us, there is a light that shines – 
and that absolutely nothing can extinguish it. 

The people upon whom this light shone that first Christmas were not members of the ruling class, 
but ordinary people: Joseph and Mary, travelling to their home town of Bethlehem; shepherds, 
watching their flocks; an old man and an even older woman praying regularly in the Temple.  
The light shines for everyone, including those whose lives do not seem to have much hope in  
them at all.  

In all times, including our own, refugees have been among the most deprived and marginalised. So 
it’s significant, I think, that Jesus was a refugee. His family fled to Egypt to avoid Herod’s genocidal 
murder of Jewish infants. The Son of God who made a home among people was made homeless.  

Homelessness can be a metaphor – a picture of what it means to be what the Bible calls an ‘alien 
and stranger’ in this world, someone who looks for a better, heavenly country. Such an attitude is 
attributed to heroes of faith down the ages. The metaphor only works, of course, because being a 
refugee is a far from easy life, as a number of articles in this edition of the magazine highlight.  

The challenge for many of us is how to offer the welcome and the home that we would wish for if 
we were refugees. At a national level, the least we can expect is dialogue and policy that recognise 
the humanity of every person, whatever their status. At a local and individual level, many have 
offered refugees hospitality. The Bible encourages us to do just this, for by doing so we may 
welcome angels or perhaps, just like that first Christmas, even God himself. 

We’re grateful to  
all who supply 
photographs. This 
month they are by 
Silvia Brown, Mary 
Copping, Ursula 
Payne, Martin West 
and Wikimedia 
Commons (map 
uploaded by Eric Fisk). 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Phoebe, Steph, William 
Buncombe, Nicola Ellis, June Forni, 
Bob and Elizabeth Harland, Julia 
Jones, Kate Morgan, Jo Saunders, 
Hannah Spencer, Patricia Watts, 

Viv Wheeler, John Williams and 
David Wilson.  

We offer our love, sympathy  
and prayers to family and friends 
of those who have died recently. 

 
 
 
 
Advent course  ‘Angel voices’ is the theme of this 
year’s Advent Zoom sessions, Monday evenings 
until 19 December, 7.30–8.45 pm. All welcome.  
For the link, contact ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 
Charity Christmas concert  The Fusion Choir 
presents a programme of Christmas music in aid  
of Citizens Advice, Winchester District. St Paul’s 
Church, Sat 3 December, 7.30 pm; tickets (£10 plus 
booking fee) from https://tinyurl.com/2d983373. 
 
Pre-school’s Christmas Fayre is on Thurs 8 
December, 7.30–9.30 pm in St Paul’s. There will  
be stalls by pre-school and local businesses and a 
raffle with great prizes, as well as festive music, 
mulled wine and mince pies! 
 
A piano concert for children at St Paul’s including 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker, Schumann’s Scenes  
from Childhood and poetry. Sat 10 December,  
3 pm; tickets at the door or from 
pianoconcertwinchester.eventbrite.co.uk  
(£10, concessions £5, under-fives free).  
 
Remembering and celebrating Vera Edwards  
At Coffee Pot on Wed 14 December, as well as the 
usual coffee and cakes, there will be sales tables for 
preserves, cakes and craft items. The proceeds will 
be donated to charity in memory of Vera. If you’d 

like to help, please contact irene@picasey.me.uk or 
harrietbush@doctors.org.uk. And do come along 
and celebrate Vera.  
 
Charity Christmas cards from Hampshire and  
the Islands Historic Churches Trust (which has 
generously supported both of our churches with 
grants) are available from chair@hihct.org.uk  
(8 cards for £4 + postage). The unique Virgin and 
Child design, from Winchester College, can be 
viewed at https://hihct.org.uk/. 
 
Macmillan coffee morning  Harriet Hide writes, 
‘Thank you to everyone who came to the October 
Coffee Pot café and drank tea/coffee, ate/bought 
cake and made donations to Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Together with St Paul’s Pre-school we 
raised a total of £400! We plan to do it again  
next year.’ 
 
Clarendon Way walk  Thank you to everyone who 
sponsored us in September. It was a wonderful day. 
Incredibly we raised approximately £800 for 
Friends of the Family and Southampton and 
Winchester Visitors Group, including gift aid. How 
about a New Year’s Resolution to join us in 2023?  
 
29 January bring & share lunch at St Paul’s – save 
the date! 

Family feedback 

Notices 

Curious? 
You know there’s more to Christmas than parties and presents. But sometimes you have more 
questions than answers, more doubts than faith. Perhaps you are just curious about God and Jesus – 
what happened when he grew up? why does it matter today? – and would like to find out more. 

Curious? is an opportunity to explore Christian faith. Come along for discussions which start with your 
questions.  

Led by the clergy at St Paul’s Church, 7.30–8.45 pm on Tuesdays 10, 17, 24 and 31 January 2023. 

For more information contact jonathan@stmatthewstpaul.org, or just come along.  

https://tinyurl.com/2d983373
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-concert-for-children-incl-the-nutcracker-with-poetry-and-piano-tickets-446553382187
https://hihct.org.uk/
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Our vision for young people  
and families at St Paul’s 

Every now and again it’s good to take stock of 
things. We’ve done that recently at St Paul’s as 
we’ve thought about what we want to do for young 
people and families now that Revd Mary Copping 
has retired as Children’s and Youth Work Co-
ordinator. Clearly, we will build upon foundations 
that Mary and others have laid. But we also want  
to do new things. What might they be? 

During the summer over 20 people discussed ideas 
and plans, which were then endorsed by the 
Parochial Church Council.  

Our overarching aim was put like this:  

Our vision is that young people and families  
feel St Paul’s is their spiritual home,  

participate in an intergenerational community  
and enjoy being curious about God. 

We then explained what we meant by each part of 
this vision. 

Church as home  Our vision is that church is: a 
natural place for children and young people to be;  
a place where all are welcomed and accepted; 
where parents and carers are helped to nurture 
children’s faith; which is accessible even if families 
can’t come on Sunday mornings; where everyone 
can know God.  

Intergenerational church  Our vision is to be a 
church: where children and young people mix 
easily and safely with adults of all ages; where 
youth are fully involved in whole-community 
projects as well as church services; where there are 
good role models; where we enjoy being together. 

Curious church  Our vision is for a church: which is 
curious about faith and the world; which supports 
those who have questions as well as those who 
have answers; which enables young and old  
to study the Bible and reflect upon life; which 
nurtures the heart of faith rather than policing  
its boundaries. 

Visions often express something of what already  
is the case as well as aspirations. That’s true of  
our vision. So, over the coming months we will 
continue to turn this vision into a reality. Do pray 
for God’s blessing on this work and for all the 
young people and families at St Paul’s.  

For more information about what we do, please 
see our website: 
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/babies-children/ and 
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/young-people/. 

 

Coming up at St Paul’s 
Sundays 4 Dec, 8 Jan & 5 Feb, 9.30 am  Holy Communion – if your child would like to 

take part in the drama, contact youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Sundays 8 Jan & 12 Feb, 4 pm  Family service with story, craft, songs and tea – ideal for 
toddlers, pre-schoolers and Key Stage 1, but all welcome!  

Sundays 18 Dec, 22 Jan & 26 Feb, 5.30–7 pm  Youth groups for school years 3–6  
and 7–11 with fun, games and a cooked tea (£2 suggested donation per person) 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Christmas include 
Sat 10 Dec, 10 am  Christmas craft and story workshop 

Sun 11 Dec, 5 pm  Christingle service 
Fri 16 Dec, 11 am  Under-fives’ Christmas service 

Tues 20 Dec, 10 am  Animal nativity 
Sat 24 Dec, 3 for 3.30 pm  Nativity drama 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/babies-children/
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/young-people/
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Beyond Ourselves 
Forgotten people, not forgotten by God 

An eyewitness report from Lebanon, by a Church 
Mission Society mission partner 

Recently we travelled to the Bekaa valley to visit 
some Syrian refugee families. These refugees fled 
war in Syria and arrived in Lebanon with nothing 
much. But that was now four or even eight years 
ago – they have lived here for a significant time. 

Their homes have developed: they have electricity 
(when it works), fridges, heaters and satellite 
televisions. They do seasonal work in the fields and 
building sites, and receive UN support (some). The 
health and education situation is poor and 
unreliable, but looking at Syria it 
is the same there. Their homes 
here are made of wood and 
tarpaulins and the ground gets 
muddy in the winter, but this is 
not so different to where they 
came from, for many of them 
were poor Syrians before they 
were poor refugees in Lebanon. 

Inside, the tents are organised: 
the kitchens have shelves and 
storage jars; the walls, especially 
in the front room where guests 
go, are covered in decorative 
materials, and there are carpets 
on the floor. You soon forget it is made of 
tarpaulins. In fact, in the tents of the Bekaa the 
situation for most of the year is better than in  
the poor tenements of Beirut. Although they are 
labelled as refugees and the Lebanese want them 
to leave this place, in their own minds the Syrians 
are at home here in the Bekaa valley in their tented 
houses. There is nowhere else for them to go. 

We visit with a Syrian friend who has cousins living 
in a couple of the camps. These camps are informal 
groups of tents (usually 30–50) in a field. The UN 
has built latrines and cesspits, there is electricity 
and the access roads do get muddy but had just 
been covered in fresh chippings. I even noticed in 
one camp a tent had been converted into a garage! 

The format of a visit is familiar – we arrive, are 
ushered into a tent, take off our shoes in the first 
room and walk into a carpeted room with curtain 
material lining the walls and ceilings. As guests we 
are given the most comfortable cushions and sit 
down first. The host then sits and conversation 
starts – this is in Arabic, so we are observers taking 
note of when our names are mentioned so we can 
smile and nod appropriately. In each tent, as we 
talk more people appear quietly until we have a 
tent full of perhaps 12 adults plus children. 

At the first tent we generally meet an important 
person who will approve or disapprove of our visit. 
The conversation is good humoured, and having 
negotiated this we are free to visit other tents. 

In the next tent someone makes very sweet tea, 
which we drink out of small glasses. At some point 
our friend kneels up and his manner changes a 
little. I realise he is now teaching from the Bible. It 
is Ramadan, the time of Muslim fasting, and he is 
sharing from Matthew 6 where Jesus talks about 
not making a show of your fasting; the attitude of 
the heart is more important than appearances. 

This is a close community – most 
people are related, they live close 
together and their many children 
play together every day. I look 
across the sea of faces as  
my friend talks – they are all 
different. There is a young lady 
who has a very young baby 
distracting her – she tries to smile 
and engage with the talk, but  
it is difficult to listen carefully. 
Another face framed by a hijab is 
listening, but very intrigued by us 
two old English people. Over on 
the other side are some older 

ladies, the grandmothers perhaps, who are happy 
to be surrounded by family, their wrinkled faces 
and darker clothing lightened by sparkling eyes and 
easy smiles. One of them, her eyes full of pride,  
is our friend’s aunt and she is very proud of him  
as he shares from the Bible and talks about faith. 
Another young lady sitting at the front is listening 
raptly, as if she has been thirsty for days and finally 
has some water to drink. As Jesus would say, she 
was receiving ‘living water’ as our friend shared. 

In the doorway two young men appeared – not 
smiling, and I feared they disapproved. They would 
stand at the door, listen and then go out again, and 
then come back. I never worked out whether they 
approved or not, but it was like they could not stay 
away – they were curious as well as suspicious. 

This group is a mixture of people slowly and 
carefully learning about Jesus. Some have really 
embraced our friend’s faith, while others are just 
curious as they see their friends’ lives transformed. 

Here in these houses made from tarpaulins, a 
forgotten people are finding out about a God who 
has not forgotten them. It is our privilege to see 
and be a small part of this. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
Source: churchmissionsociety.org 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/blog/forgotten-people-not-forgotten-by-god/
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Ukraine revisited 
It is now more than six months since the first 
Ukrainian families fleeing Putin’s war were 
welcomed into our homes, families, churches and 
the wider Winchester community. Initially there 
was both excitement and trepidation, a lack of 
knowledge about what would be needed, no lack 
of paperwork and bureaucracy to navigate, and 
few systems and services to provide support. 

That all began to change as local charities, 
churches and volunteers started to identify and 
respond to needs, creating support services, 
meeting spaces and opportunities for socialising, 
and the Ukrainians began to network and 
support each other too. This parish has been part 
of that support, hosting concerts and events 
which many of you have attended and providing a 
meeting space for mothers and young children 
during the summer holidays.  

Winchester City Council has also been very active, 
offering a lot of help through regular ‘hubs’ where 
guests can access a wide range of information and 
services, and in supporting host families. Just to put 
things in context, the latest government figures 
show that by the end of October just over 102,000 
Ukrainians had come the UK under the Ukraine 
Sponsorship Scheme and about 4,000 are now 
living in Hampshire, Portsmouth and Southampton 
– 460 of these in the City Council area. 

Things have moved on further in recent weeks and 
the support needs are changing for some. Many 
families are moving on too, either to privately 
rented properties or social housing, and are looking 
for help with furnishing their new homes. If you are 
having a clear-out at any point and have useable 
items to dispose of (anything from a wardrobe to a 
kettle), we would be happy to post details on the 
WhatsApp groups we belong to – just email us  
with details.  

Refugees who have not yet found places to live 
independently will often be able to stay with their 
original hosts, but that is not always possible and 
some are needing to move to new hosts. WCC is 
actively looking for hosts to accommodate these 
families and if you think you may be able to offer a 
home to someone for a few months, please get in 
touch and we will let you know who to contact. We 
would be happy to chat to anyone who is thinking 
of this but has questions. This is, in many ways,  
a different proposition from finding people on 
Facebook, arranging visas, transport, job-centre 
interviews, bank accounts and all the other things 
the original hosts had to deal with. Our own  
family came to us as a ‘rematch’ and we had the 
opportunity to get to know them a bit before they 
moved in with us. They have been here a few 
months now and we love having them staying. 

We have been amazed by the Ukrainian people  
we have met: their energy, positivity and ‘can do’ 
attitude to life. They have championed their culture 
through song, dance and celebrations of their 
traditions and have appreciated much that the UK 
has to offer ... but not the rain! They are constantly 
aware of what is happening to their country and 
anxious about those left behind, and yet are deeply 
engaging with all that life here has to offer. Most 
are extremely grateful for the sanctuary they have 
found in our communities yet desperate to go 
home and rebuild their country as soon as 
circumstances permit.  

A significant number of children have been 
welcomed into our education system too and, in 
general, appear to be thriving. They are under a lot 
of pressure though because, as well as having to 
study our curriculum in a second language, they are 
also expected to do Ukrainian school lessons online 
and do their homework from these lessons too. 

Over the past few weeks we have been thinking 
about the role we took on at the beginning of the 
year as link with the Sanctuary Foundation and a 
focal point for the parish’s support for Ukrainians. 
We are happy to continue to pass on information 
and requests for help if needed and for any queries 
relating to Ukrainian guests to be passed on to us, 
but feel that the main need has passed. Instead we 
are looking forward to getting involved with the 
wider refugee support efforts in the area, possibly 
in association with Winchester City of Sanctuary, 
and helping to develop the parish’s response  
to this. 

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who has 
offered support and helped to make such a difficult 
situation bearable for our Ukrainian friends and 
guests. 

Barbara and Stuart Dorward, bjmd27@gmail.com  

‘Ukraine – UK Undefeated’ performance at St Paul’s  
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Refugees 
by Brian Bilston 

They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not 
Welcome here 

We should make them 
Go back to where they came from 

They cannot 
Share our food 

Share our homes 
Share our countries 

Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 
These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way 
 

Now read from bottom to top 
 
 

© Brian Bilston, reproduced 
with kind permission of the poet 

We all came here 
from somewhere 

Tehran, Isfahan, 
Keighley, Srinagar, 
Bradford, Shiraz,  
Woking, Asmara 

 
I come from a beautiful place 
but the people are unhappy 

 
I come from a bustling place 

but pollution is a problem 
 

I come from a green place 
where dogs are not allowed as pets 

 
I come from a capital city 

but it is underdeveloped and has no facilities 
 

I come from a rich place 
but the mills and factories were all closed down 

 
I come from a poetic place 
but religion is a problem 

 
I come from a historic place 

but there’s too much fighting 
 

I come from a modern place 
but we have no personal freedom 

 
I come from a special place 

but it’s under repressive government 
 

We can all be refugees 
Nobody is safe 

All it takes is a mad leader 
or no rain to bring forth food 

 
We can all be refugees 

Sometimes it only takes a day 
Sometimes it only takes a handshake 

or a paper that is signed 
 

Language Café, St Augustine’s Centre, Halifax 
 
 

Inspired by Benjamin Zephaniah’s ‘We refugees’ 

https://www.staugustinescentrehalifax.org.uk/blog/583/poems-by-the-language-cafe-inspired-by-benjamin-zephaniah-and-lemn-sissay
https://www.poeticous.com/benjamin-obadiah-iqbal-zephaniah/we-refugees
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Eco Church 
New year … same challenge  

Hopes rose in 2021 as many more countries at 
Glasgow’s COP26 summit committed to reduce the 
carbon emissions already ruining our climate and 
ecological systems. But at 2022’s COP27 successor, 
there was increasing realisation that we’re losing 
the battle to contain the growing and visible 
damage. Our and other governments had not 
implemented their existing pledges, let alone 
committed enough new ones. 

Whatever you think of COP27’s outcome, it showed 
again just how difficult it is to make the vast global 
changes needed to our destructive ways of living. 
Our poisonous legacy of continuing emissions, 
added to those of previous generations, also stoked 
tensions about ‘reparations’. The idea is that the 
rich industrialised nations that are historically 
responsible for most of the accumulated carbon 
emissions should compensate the poorer countries 
most harmed by the damage, helping them to 
adapt to climate heating and use cleaner energy  
to avoid fossil fuels. 

Without these huge transformations to our 
worldwide industrial, financial, food and energy 
systems it’s difficult for each of us to stop the 
environmental damage we cause each day – often 
unknowingly. Until it becomes easier, I don’t think 
we can ‘own’ all the blame personally for falling 
short as good stewards of God’s creation. Just think 
how complex it is even to recycle varieties of plastic 
here in Winchester, let alone not to accumulate or 
use it in the first place. And even insulating more to 

use less electricity or gas isn’t easy with such high 
inflation and tax shrinking everyone’s income. 

But we can all still make some small differences.  
At October’s Harvest Thanksgiving the children 
acted a drama (by Sandra Lewis) in which an 
environmental disaster beached thousands of 
starfish on a seashore, unable to get back in the 
water. It centred on one girl’s determination, 
quietly, to defy the Mayor and council’s 
instructions to do nothing but await experts’ 
advice. Instead she painstakingly returned each 
starfish to the water herself so they could live. 

Liz Stuart reflected in her homily that such small 
individual acts of kindness are examples of the love 
of God we are called to spread. If multiplied, they 
become things that make a small difference to our 
planet that, when you add them all up, make a big 
difference. What we do individually really does 
matter – as much as politicians implementing the 
necessary global changes. Faith is realised in action, 
not just belief. 

These two examples – COP27 and individual action 
– are linked. Neither is enough on its own. We must 
each do what we can, and governments and local 
councils must implement targets and changes 
worldwide. But to make it happen we must also 
vote, support, protest and lobby to help force them 
to do it, as Julia Stolle wrote here last month. In 
October Max Priesemann outlined the Anglican 
Church’s intention to become carbon-neutral by 
2030. In our parish we have achieved the bronze 

Eco Church level and are now 
aiming for a silver award. It can 
only happen with everyone 
helping, so you will hear more 
during 2023.  

All of this forms some of our 
own stewardship of God’s 
creation in practice. Right now, 
it’s especially vital. Heatwaves, 
floods, droughts, extinctions, 
crop failures, storms and 
avoidable deaths are 
increasingly strong signs we  
are being given. There is much 
more to do together worldwide 
but also individually, now in this 
new year and in all those many 
small daily actions. 

Keith Jones 

  

Map from NASA’s Scientific 
Visualization Studio 
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Hymns and their writers 
I had intended to be seasonal and focus on a carol, 
but as I write the COP 27 conference is sitting. So I 
thought it more relevant to present a hymn I heard 
about from the Ammerdown Centre near Radstock, 
a place I have been visiting for several years. 
Written by a friend of the ‘caring for creation’ 

group, it praises God’s world and laments its 
destruction by human hands. I think this is a  
hymn we could sing in church occasionally, and in 
particular on Green Sunday. I also think we could 
each include this as a daily personal prayer. 

 

These words are a far cry from those of Mrs 
Alexander who in 1848 wrote ‘All things bright and 
beautiful’, never suspecting God’s creation would 
be so badly abused by human hands. Hardly a day 
goes by when on our television screens we don’t 
see the brutal images of war and the destruction  
of our lovely planet. We despair and 
wring our hands, but the unbearableness 
of it can so easily turn us into ostriches. 

I recently went with Max, Julia and 
Friedrich Priesemann to St Peter’s to  
see The Letter, a film based on Laudato  
Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical written as  
long ago as 2015. In it he wrote to  
everyone on the planet about his  
concern for every aspect of destruction,  
entreating the world to stop  
immediately and change direction. We 
saw people who have been displaced,  
including an Amazonian native chief in a  
full headdress of feathers, talking about 

the terrible loss of their homes and land to 
flooding, drought, fire, the logging industry and 
climate change. I encourage you to watch the film 
on YouTube and then pray the words of the hymn. 

Norma Goodwin 

The gentle light that wakes as new dawn broaches, 
the vivid colours lit by noonday sun,  
the cooling shadows of the night’s approaches, 
for these we offer thanks as each day’s done.  

So praise, my soul, the Lord of all creation, 
whose beauty lifts the heart each wakening hour.  
Let every creature join in exultation  
at all that draws us to God’s mercy and power. 

The sleeping earth, refreshed by winter’s showers,  
bursts forth with hope and new life in the spring,  
then yields to summer’s wealth of fruit and flowers  
and autumn’s feast of grateful harvesting. 

So praise, my soul, the Lord of all creation, 
whose beauty lifts the heart each wakening hour.  
Let every creature join in exultation  
at all that draws us to God’s mercy and power. 

Yet from the plains to distant mountain ranges  
we see the signals written in the sands.  
The planet’s warmer, now the climate changes;  
and many see the print of human hands. 

The gentle light 
So pray to God, the Lord of all creation;  
let sense prevail and wisdom find new birth.  
And may your servants see their proper station:  
we’re not the owners, just the stewards of this earth. 

And careless stewards soon must face a reckoning,  
must answer for the loss their charge has borne.  
Their recompense comes fast with portents beckoning,  
and fearful warnings of a darker dawn. 

So pray to God, the Lord of all creation;  
let sense prevail and wisdom find new birth.  
And may your servants see their proper station:  
we’re not the owners, just the stewards of this earth. 

As faithful stewards may we govern surely,  
safeguard the land from pillage, waste and soil;  
protect the weak from those who treat them sorely;  
yield up our trust enriched by honest toil. 

So may God’s grace remove the veil of blindness;  
spare humankind from hunger, thirst and strife.  
And may our children’s children live in kindness,  
enjoying peace within a world that’s fit for life. 

Author: Linstead (b. 1941); music: Londonderry Air 

https://www.ammerdown.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BII
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From our elected representatives 
Health and Social Care 

Constituents know of my 
passion for, and focus on, 
health matters, so it is 
great to report I have 
recently become the new 
chairman of the influential 
Commons Health and 
Social Care Select 
Committee. Having gained 
the support of MPs across 
the House (Labour, Scottish 
National Party and Liberal 
Democrat colleagues 
signed my nomination),  
I assumed my role in early 
November. I took over 
from Jeremy Hunt who  
has, of course, become 
Chancellor. The committee 
has the power to question 
ministers and conduct 
inquiries into health issues – sitting on a cross-party 
basis, which is its great strength. 

The ability of the health and social care sectors to 
continue to deliver for patients is a key priority for 
the committee – especially how to deal with the 
backlog caused by the pandemic, and the need  
to recruit a workforce that’s capable of meeting 
future demand. Further pressures look unavoidable 
given the current economic climate, and the Chief 
Executive of the NHS has set that out starkly in 
recent weeks. 

Despite spending vast sums on health, we fail to 
reap the rewards in better outcomes. We need  
to understand why and to press the government 
about getting better value for our money while 
delivering on the ‘day job’ around access to GPs 
and dentists in particular. On mental health, we’ve 
a real challenge as demand far outstrips supply, 
and I know the government could do so much more 
on prevention to help tackle deeply concerning 
issues around health inequalities. Prevention and 
cancer will be my focus in the role. 

I welcome the opportunity as Chair to examine  
new solutions to support the NHS to enable it to 
continue providing the services that we all depend 
upon, and I look forward to working with ministers 
and MPs across the House on what is our clear 
national priority. This is a national role but it will 
complement well my work on #priorityNHS in the 
constituency, and the response from local health 
leaders has been hugely supportive already. 

Secondly, and sticking with health, I spoke last 
month in an important debate in parliament on 

access to fertility treatment for couples who are 
struggling to conceive naturally. I called for a step-
change regarding in vitro fertilisation (IVF) 
treatment offered on the NHS. 

Guidance from the National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence (NICE) states that women under 40 
should be able to access three full cycles of NHS IVF 
if they are unable to have children without medical 
help. Yet the vast majority of the 1 in 6 couples 
diagnosed with fertility problems cannot access 
that because of local NHS decisions. Sometimes 
they get only one chance. 

In my opinion, we need to level up access, and we 
need the NHS across the board to recognise that 
fertility is a medical issue. ‘Three strikes and you’re 
out’, let alone where it’s less than that, is actually 
rather cruel, so I want to test how far ministers 
might be prepared to change the system. This is a 
subject I will be returning to in one or more forms 
during this parliament.  

Finally, my winter constituency newspaper is out 
now and delivered to homes across the area. It is 
packed full of news and reports on my work in 
Westminster, full details of the cost-of-living help 
we have made available so far and huge amounts 
of my activity in Winchester on our behalf. As 
always, and as for 14+ years, it is a wholly positive 
publication. ‘Compare and contrast’ is my challenge 
to you.  

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and peaceful 
New Year. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 13 November  

https://www.stevebrine.com/news/winchester-post-winter-2022
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Supporting households struggling  
with the rising cost of living 

As the nights get darker and the temperatures dip, 
we are acutely aware that many of our residents 
are worried about soaring heating bills, increases  
in interest rates and the rising cost of living. We 
recognise that this is having a huge impact on our 
residents’ lives – costs of food and fuel are rising  
at such a pace that income and benefit levels are 
unable to keep up. 

We thought you would like to know what 
Winchester City Council is doing to help our 
residents through this crisis. We have launched a 
cost-of-living intervention focused on supporting 
households in our district 
that are struggling with the 
rising cost of living. This 
intervention is in addition 
to that being provided by 
government and takes  
into account our local 
understanding of the impact on our residents. 

The package includes £200,000 to provide help and 
support to those who need it most. This will include 
an emergency cost-of-living grant fund which will 
be used to provide additional support for partner 
organisations that give advice and practical support 
to residents – helping them reduce and manage 
energy bills; access benefits and grants; and access 
food and other types of emergency support. 

By the time this is published, we will have held  
a cost-of-living summit to bring together all our 
partner organisations across our district to discuss 

how we can best work together to co-ordinate  
and maximise our efforts and their impact. This  
will also look at the potential need to provide a 
network of warm and safe spaces for residents  
to visit this winter. 

Finally, we have set up a dedicated webpage at 
winchester.gov.uk/cost-of-living to help residents 
find the information they need quickly, and with 
direct links to the support available. If you know of 
anyone who needs support, please direct them to 
this webpage. It may just help them through this 
very difficult time. 

We are fortunate that  
in Winchester our City 
Council, together with its 
residents, has a strong track 
record of providing support 
when people need it most, 
and this cost-of-living 

intervention is part of that ongoing work 
supporting our residents and communities. It builds 
on the support it provided to our communities 
throughout the Covid pandemic and, even more 
recently, providing asylum and sanctuary to people 
who sought safety and a home in our district. 

As ever, if you think we might be able to help, 
please do get in touch. With every best wish for  
a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Martin Tod, Lucille Thompson, Chris Westwood, 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 14 November  

Prayer 
Almighty and most merciful God, 

we hold before you all for whom life is difficult. 
Those who must choose between eating or heating, 

those who fear starvation or eviction, 
those who go without so their children do not. 

Open our eyes to their struggle, 
open our ears to their needs, 

and open our hearts to respond. 
 

May we never forget that what we do to the least in the world, we do to you. 
Unite us all in your work of mercy and service, 

mobilise us to help all of those struggling in our communities, 
and empower us to fight for justice against poverty and oppression. 

 
Grant these things, Father, for the love of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who dwelt alongside us in the difficulty and mess of our human lives. Amen. 
 

llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk 

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/cost-of-living
https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/outreach-social-justice/mission-toolkits/cost-of-living-toolkit/
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 
Have you suffered a bereavement? 

Would it help to talk? 
If so, please telephone: 01962 863626 

(24-hour answerphone) 
Our support is confidential and free. It is carried out 
by trained Bereavement Visitors who are supervised 
by professionally qualified counsellors.  

www.winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk 

 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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Winchester Heath Clinic 
Who are we?  
Winchester Health Clinic 

is a physiotherapy clinic 

that provides high-

quality assessment and 

treatment, with student 

physiotherapists 

overseen by qualified 

staff  

What we offer 
 £40 physiotherapy sessions which include 

assessment, treatment and education around 

managing your problems   

 £32 Aquatic Physiotherapy class for 4 

sessions in a state-of-the-art hydro pool 

How to find us 
Winchester Sport and Leisure Park 

Bar End Road, SO23 9NR 

Get in touch  
Email WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk 

or book online at www.winchester-health.co.uk 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

   

  
 

SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester-health.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CC.Perry1.20%40unimail.winchester.ac.uk%7C2e9fb614841743781b2208d9e0c5c1ce%7C9ef0ad7deaab48a5a07afbb82033fa03%7C0%7C0%7C637787962219464117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tOXD4jVDC5BDGxxlheqZ5w7fTf7cDYHm%2BCcaWM45JKo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
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MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 Blackwell & Moody 
Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing memorials 

renovated • Building restoration • House signs 

and numbers • All stonework • Professional 

advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like advertise in the parish magazine 
please contact Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  



 

 
 
 
 

Revd Dr Jonathan Rowe, Rector  
jonathan@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 616611 

Revd Mary Copping, Assistant 
Priest  
mary@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 687535 

Revd Prof. Liz Stuart, Associate 
Priest, Safeguarding Officer 
(children and adults) 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 687530 

Revd Neil Birkett, Assistant Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
01962 864910 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Bill Lucas, churchwarden, St Paul’s 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Tim Stannard, Treasurer, legacy 
officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 855871 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
01962 808441 

Christopher Seaman, 
churchwarden, St Paul’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
01962 849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
01962 810509 

Children’s & Youth Ministry Team 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St Paul’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
01962 841151 

Alison Collins, electoral roll officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
01962 863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St Paul’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
01962 624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden, St Matthew’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
01962 853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
01962 853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower team 
co-ordinator, St Matthew’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
01962 853584 

Dick Wilkinson, churchwarden,  
St Matthew’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
01962 865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinc
hester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 01962 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

Come Spirit, on us breathe, 
with life and strength anew: 

find in us love, and hope, and trust, 
and lift us up to you. 

Anna Briggs, Iona Community 


