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Services 
Sunday 9.30 am Holy Communion St Paul’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of month St Matthew’s  

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins on all other Sundays St Matthew’s  

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Any time 9.30 am services available online https://stmatthewstpaul.org/ 
 

 
 

 
 

Useful phone numbers 
Out-of-hours medical help 111 Police non-urgent 101 

St Paul’s medical practice 01962 853599 To report a BT landline fault 0800 800 151 

Friarsgate medical practice 01962 871730 Winchester City Council offices 01962 840222 

St Clements medical practice 01962 852211 Bus station 0345 121 0190 

Royal Hampshire County Hospital 01962 863535 National Rail enquiries 0800 5282 100 

Samaritans 24-hr helpline 116123 Domestic abuse 24-hr helpline 0808 2000 247 

Trinity Drop-in Day Centre, 
Bradbury House, Durngate 

01962 842827 In need of a bed? WCC housing 
office, Colebrook Street 

01962 840222 

  

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 St Paul’s Coffee Pot pop-up café: meeting  
10 am–noon in St Paul’s on Fri 21 April for real 
coffee, homemade cakes and a chat; all welcome 
(Wednesday Coffee Pot resumes in May) 

 Zoom coffee morning: Thursdays, 10.30 am;  
to check frequency and for link, contact 
ajcero@btinternet.com 

 Have a meal on us: Tuesdays, 5–7 pm at  
St Paul’s; to book a space, contact 07724 142624 
or hospitality@stmatthewstpaul.org;  
to volunteer, contact liz@thestannards.co.uk  

 Monday lunchtime prayer: 1–1.30 pm in the 
Resurrection Chapel at St Paul’s; just come along 

 Tuesday homegroup: meeting first and third 
weeks of each month, 2.30–4 pm; new members 
welcome; please contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group: Tuesdays, 7.30 pm; contact 
Kathleen, klvfreeman@aol.com 

 Thursday homegroup: meeting 7.30 for 7.45 pm; 
please contact Peter and Irene Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 Sundays: 9.30 am Holy Communion at St Paul’s 
for all ages with activities for children and 
young people, and monthly children’s drama  

 St Paul’s @ 4 family service: short, informal, all-
age worship with craft activities, on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month, with refreshments 
afterwards 

 toddler group: 0–3 years, term-time Fridays 
9.30–11 am in the parish rooms and meadow, 
with play, crafts and songs 

 youth groups: 5.30–7 pm one Sunday a month, 
for children in school years 3–6 and 7–11, with 
fun, games and a cooked tea 

 confirmation preparation: for Year 6 upwards 
 baptisms: for babies, children and adults 
 St Paul’s Pre-school: 2 years 9 months to school 

age, five days a week 9.15 am–3 pm in St Paul’s 
Hall 

 
Contact youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/
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Letter from the Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday services: April Bible readings 
2 Apr 
9 Apr 
16 Apr 
23 Apr 
30 Apr 

Philippians 2: 5–11; Matthew 21: 1–10 [p. 112] 
Colossians 3: 1–4; John 20: 1–18 [p. 166] 
Acts 2: 14a, 22–32; John 20: 19–31 [p. 169] 
Acts 2: 14a, 36–41; Luke 24: 13–35 [p. 173] 
Acts 2: 42–47; John 10: 1–10 [p. 176] 

  

Dear friends,  

The churches of St Matthew and St Paul describe themselves as ‘pilgrims on a journey’. 
Over the past few months, a number of us have been thinking about what this might  
mean beyond a strapline. Three things about pilgrimage have struck us.  

First, pilgrims catch glimpses of heaven. Imagine hikers who briefly see mountains on the horizon 
but then find their view obscured as the path turns or they start to climb a nearer hill. Just so, 
pilgrims on the journey of faith catch ‘glimpses of heaven’ which inspire and encourage us, 
reminding us of our final destination. For example, we might see that God blesses abundantly,  
or sense the reality of his presence even in difficulty.  

Second, pilgrims witness to God’s presence. In other words, the way they live together is a sign 
pointing to the abundant life that Jesus promises. This is why it’s so important to St Matthew’s and 
St Paul’s to be explicitly and intentionally inclusive communities – for God’s offer of new life is for 
everyone. One of the ways we try and achieve this is through ‘Have a meal on us’ each Tuesday 
evening. But there are other sorts of diversity and inclusion that are important to us, too. And the 
parish Community Day on 13 May is one way we want to bless Fulflood and beyond. 

Finally, pilgrims take steps of faith. Perhaps we don’t have all the answers; maybe we are not sure 
we even know the questions to ask. But we seek God, sure in the truth of the parable of the 
Prodigal Son that God is already seeking us. Our experience is that as we take a step of faith, so we 
become more confident and sure-footed.  

So, as ‘pilgrims on a journey’, we want to glimpse heaven, demonstrate what fulness of life means 
and take steps of faith. Thinking of our pilgrimage like this holds together God, individual pilgrims 
and Christian community in a way that also embraces our destination, our journey and those we 
walk with.  

I wonder how this connects with your understanding of what it means to be ‘pilgrims on a journey’, 
both as an individual and community. I’d be very interested in knowing your thoughts as we think in 
more depth about how to be pilgrims. Do send me an email: jonathan@stmatthewstpaul.org 

According to Chaucer, spring is the time ‘Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages’. As we leave 
winter behind us, it is good to think about our pilgrimages of faith. How do we glimpse heaven? 
How does what we believe make a difference to how we live? When do we take steps of faith? As 
we reflect on these questions and, most of all, as we walk with God as ‘pilgrims on a journey’, I pray 
that we might be filled with joy. 

We’re grateful to all who supply photographs. This month they 
are by Katy Beckhurst, Irene Casey, Mary Copping, Sandra 
Lewis, Ursula Payne, Vicki Tibbitts, Canon Andy Trenier, Martin 
West, Iona Wolff and Richard Duijnstee from Pixabay. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel comfortable and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for the unwell: Steph, 
Janet Bird, William Buncombe, Bob 
and Elizabeth Harland, Julia Jones, 
Kate Morgan, Pamela Peskett, Jo 
Saunders, Phil Scott, John Williams 
and David Wilson. 

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to family and friends of 
those who have died recently. 

 
 
 
 
Art exhibition at St Paul’s  We are thrilled that 
Amanda Berridge has brought together a group of 
emerging artists to make a large-scale exhibition in 
St Paul’s on the theme of the Passion and inspired 
by the sonnets of Malcolm Guite. It will be open 
every day 10 am–4 pm until Mon 10 April, free 
entrance. 

 
 
Guided tour of the Houses of Parliament  Steve 
Brine has invited members of the congregations of 
St Matthew’s and St Paul’s to take a free tour of the 
Houses of Parliament on Wed 19 April at 11.30 am 
with one of their guides. The plan is to meet at 
Winchester Station in time to catch the 9.18 am to 
Waterloo. We have the option of walking across 
Westminster Bridge or catching an old Routemaster 
bus which waits by the side of the station and will 
drop us off outside parliament. 22 places are 
available; if you would like to join us, please email 
Roberta Brockman, roberta@fabrock.plus.com, 
asap. Many of us have done this tour before but  
it is always a fascinating experience and there is 
something new to learn every time. 

Ukrainian festival concert  As well as being our 
organist, Graham Davies is deeply involved in 
arranging concerts at the Hospital of St Cross, and 
he invites us to a performance on Thurs 20 April, 
12.30–1.30 pm, given by the wonderful Ukrainian 
community living in Winchester – including singers, 
dancers, a children’s group and instrumentalists. 
Free, with retiring collection for Ukrainian good 
causes. From the following Thursday, the ‘Perfect 
Pitch’ weekly lunchtime concert series returns. 
 
Coffee, cake and chat  This month’s Coffee Pot 
pop-up café at St Paul’s will be on Fri 21 April,  
10 am–noon. All welcome, young and old! 
(Wednesday Coffee Pot resumes in May.) 
 
Saturday lunchtime concerts at St Paul’s  
Winchester Arts’ song series featuring young 
professionals continues on Sat 22 April at 1 pm. 
Miku Yasukawa and Tom Jesty present an eclectic 
mix of songs, ranging from the dazzling virtuosity  
of Handel’s ‘Tornami a vagheggiar’ to the sultry 
peace of Granados’ ‘Mañanica era’, via the heady 
harmonic palette of Richard Strauss. Tickets  
(£15; £5) on the door or from 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/sansarachoir/
851243. 
 
Winchester Chamber Music Festival  St Paul’s is 
delighted to be the principal venue of this vibrant 
and eagerly anticipated event on Hampshire’s 
cultural calendar. From Fri 28 April to Mon 1 May 
the renowned Winchester-born cellist Kate Gould, 
alongside international colleagues, brings top-
quality chamber music to as wide an audience as 
possible. Full details and booking via 
www.winchesterchambermusic.com. 
 
Space in the City  Save the dates for four free 
lunchtime talks at St Lawrence’s on ways that the 
arts enhance the sacred in a space. Speakers 
include Revd Amanda Goulding, formerly a curate 
in our parish, and stained glass artist Thomas 
Denny. Wednesdays 3, 10, 17 and 24 May, 12.30– 
1 pm. Further details at spaceinthecity.org. 

Family feedback 

Notices 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2012/04/04/good-friday-the-stations-of-the-cross/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/sansarachoir/851243
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/sansarachoir/851243
https://www.winchesterchambermusic.com/
https://www.spaceinthecity.org.uk/
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  The light blazes forth 

The light of Christ shines in every darkened place.  
This light reveals the forgiveness and hope of God where we least expect it.  

This light cannot be extinguished,  
for it blazes forth from the empty tomb to the uttermost ends of the earth. 

Christ Jesus has conquered the powers of shame and fear,  
that we might know ourselves and one another as deeply loved by God. 

Revd Ben Kautzer, Area Dean of Basingstoke 

Walk with us 

Lord Jesus, we pray that you will talk with us  
as you talked with Mary in the garden, breaking into our world in glory;  

share our lives as you shared breakfast with your disciples, filling us with purpose;  
walk with us as you walked on the Road to Emmaus,  

so that our hearts burn within us at your words.  
May your empty tomb fill us with hope, and our meetings with you fill us with joy. 

Bible Society 
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Faith, hope and carnage 
Blame my daughter. At 
Christmas, I challenged her 
to find me music by really 
good songwriters still 
working today. One of those 
she nominated was Nick Cave 
and, in addition to music, she 
bought me this book. And 
the book is extraordinary. 

It is the record of a series  
of interviews between the 
Australian musician Nick 

Cave and the journalist Seán O’Hagan. Nick Cave 
has had a long career in writing and performing, 
mainly with his band, the Bad Seeds. He began as  
a young tearaway and has been through the full 
‘sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll’ pattern. More recently, 
there have been tragedies that affected him 
deeply, especially the accidental death of his 15-
year-old son. These have led to a deepening of the 
spiritual concerns that have long been present in 
his music – mainly Christian-based, but far from 
conventional. 

However, the book is emphatically not a biography. 
Indeed, one problem reading it is that his life story 
emerges only slowly. Rather, it is a conversation 

between Nick Cave and a perceptive and 
penetrating friend on a set of themes including 
creativity, performance, God, love, relationships, 
grief and suffering. It charts a transformation,  
and an exploration, which for me resonated with 
themes that our homegroup has explored in 
Richard Rohr’s book Falling Upward. We also see 
how opening an ‘ask anything’ dialogue with his 
audiences, sometimes live and sometimes writing 
online, has taken him on a risky journey but also  
re-energised his life and work.  

I admit to a particular interest in the way he writes 
lyrics (including why you can’t write a song on a 
bus). Although I don’t like all his work, I admire the 
sheer nerve of someone who can begin a love song 
with the line, ‘I don’t believe in an interventionist 
God’, and he does sometimes produce something 
stunning. 

This is certainly not a book for everyone. It is not a 
conventionally Christian story and the expletives 
remain undeleted. But in it I see a man wrestling 
with God through failure, excess, trauma and love 
within the world of popular culture. That for me is 
something well worth reading. 

Peter Casey 

 
 

 

Revision of electoral roll  
As an ecclesiastical parish, each year we are 
required to renew or revise the electoral roll. We 
carried out the renewal in 2019, so this year only a 
revision is necessary. The electoral roll is officially a 
list of people who are entitled to attend the annual 
parochial church meetings and to take part in their 
proceedings, but unofficially it is a list of people 
who consider themselves to be members of our 
church family.  

Those already on the roll need do nothing. If you 
are not on it and/or new to the parish, do obtain 

a form either from me (01962 863739, 
ajcero@btinternet.com), or by picking one up from 
St Paul’s or St Matthew’s, or download it from 
https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/. 
Please email your completed form to me or  
take it to the Parish Office. The revision has to be 
completed by 7 May, after which the roll (names 
only) will be on display in both churches for the two 
weeks before the annual meetings on 22 May. 

Alison Collins 

  

The songs I write these days tend to be religious songs in the very broadest 
sense. They behave as though God exists. They are essentially making a case 
for belief itself, even though they are at times ambivalent and inconsistent 

about the existence of God. I guess ultimately what I’m trying to do  
is to put forward the idea that being alive is of some consequence. 

That we are of some spiritual value. 
Nick Cave 

https://stmatthewstpaul.org/worship-services/
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Hymns and their writers 
‘Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! To his feet thy 
tribute bring … Angels, help us to adore him’ – such 
a fitting opening hymn for Peter Seal’s funeral. 
Praise and adoration for God were never far from 
his lips. I have sung these words dozens of times, as 
this was our school hymn, but they have come to 
mean so much more to me as the years have 
passed. It was written in 1834 by Henry Francis Lyte 
(1793–1847), expressing the spirit of Psalm 103. His 
family came from Lytes Cary Manor in Somerset. 
He was sent to Portora Royal School in Enniskillen, 
in Ulster, then studied medicine at Trinity College, 
Dublin. However, without much training he took 
Anglican Holy Orders in 1815. The following year he 
experienced an evangelical conversion. He became 
a curate in Marazion, Cornwall, where he married 
Anne Maxwell. He also held the benefices of  
Sway in Hampshire and several in Devon. Despite 
his short life he wrote books and many hymns 
including ‘Abide with me’ and ‘God of mercy, God 
of grace’. Do look online for a wealth of 
information about him. 

The words of the next hymn felt as if Peter was 
speaking to us because they so describe his ethos: 
‘Brother, sister, let me serve you … We are pilgrims 
on a journey’ – a modern hymn of our era in plain, 
sincere language. Both text and music are by 
Richard Gillard, written in 1977. Each of the verses 
has its origin in scripture – Matthew 20: 26–28 
(‘Whoever wishes to be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be your slave; just as the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life a ransom for many’); also Matthew 5: 
41, Matthew 5: 14, many passages in John’s Gospel 
(1: 4–5, 3: 19, 8: 12 and 9: 5), and 1 Corinthians in 
general. Richard Gillard’s family emigrated from 
England to New Zealand when he was three. He’s 
inspired by folk music but has little musical training. 
As a child he started to play the ukulele and he 
later joined the singers in his parish church of St 
Paul’s in Auckland. He trained as a teacher. 

‘Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided’ 
was a favourite of Peter’s, I am sure. It is a work of 
thanks and acknowledgement, supplication and 
reflection on the faithfulness of God. I wonder if 
Peter ever met the writer. I am sure that our dear 
Bishop John Dennis knew him, for Timothy Dudley-
Smith OBE was Bishop of Thetford in the Diocese  
of Norfolk from 1981 until 1991. Since retiring in 
1992 he has been honorary assistant bishop in 
Salisbury, although at the age of 96 he now lives in 
Cambridge. He has been a prolific hymn writer – 
over 400, in fact, including ‘Tell out, my soul, the 
greatness of the Lord’. 

Finally, after 1¼ hours of song and prayer, tributes 
and readings, we listened to a recording of John 
Rutter’s ‘The Lord bless you and keep you’. 
Countless times has our dear Peter said these 
words to us. May God bless and keep him too. 

Norma Goodwin  

Might you like to write an article for this series? 
Please send it to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

Save the date for our fun-filled, 
family-friendly annual event  
in the heart of Fulflood! Enjoy  
a whole host of indoor and 
outdoor activities for all 
generations. Delicious food  
and drinks will be served and  
we have invited many local 
organisations to be part of  
our special day. For more 
information, please visit 
stmatthewstpaul.org/community
-day or scan the QR code. If you 
or your kids would like to 
volunteer on the day, then 
please speak to Bill Lucas or 
email him at bill@bill-lucas.com. 

http://stmatthewstpaul.org/community-day
http://stmatthewstpaul.org/community-day
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Love never ends  
Sermon from Canon Peter Seal’s funeral 

Henry Scott Holland was so wrong. Death is not 
‘nothing at all’, it is not about ‘slipping into the  
next room’; death is a cruel fissure that leaves us 
reeling, vulnerable and winded. Peter Seal’s death 
was like a power cut. Unexpected, shocking, it  
has left us bewildered, fumbling around in the 
darkness, unable to do the things we normally do, 
attempting to understand what has happened, 
trying to adjust our eyes to a world in which light 
has been extinguished.  

Peter always reminded me of a powerhouse – a 
powerhouse of prayer. To be sat or stood beside 
him when he prayed or celebrated the Eucharist 
was a potent experience. You knew that you were 
near someone very close to God, someone holy. 
That prayer underpinned all his ministry. That 
closeness to God manifested itself in vision for the 
places, churches and people he served: in Lady St 
Mary, Wareham, where he was curate, priested 
and married, at King Alfred’s College, Winchester, 
at St Luke with St Mark, Stanmore, and at St 
Matthew with St Paul, Winchester.  

It was evident in unrelenting pastoral kindness  
to those to whom he ministered and in a deep, 
patient wisdom from which he drew to preach and 
lead. He was a foundation school governor for 31 
years (probably a record), and also served in his 
time as Secretary for Post-Ordination Training, 
Warden of Readers, Rural Dean, Chaplain to Peter 
Symonds College and a member of Winchester 
Cathedral Council. His ministry was sacrificial, both 
in the sense that it was holy and in that it was 
costly, to him and to those who loved him. How 
cruel and unfair it seems that just as he and Julia 
were settling into his happy retirement with a 
grandchild in sight, the power was cut.  

And yet, and yet, what sparked Peter’s prayer  
and ministry into life was a deeply rooted and 
imperturbable faith in resurrection. Peter’s ministry 
was deeply incarnational, a ministry of presence. 
‘Just say your prayers and be there’ was how he 
summarised priesthood. It was incarnational 
because it was rooted in the sacraments. Through 
baptism he had been incorporated into the death 
and resurrection of Christ, and he shepherded 
many others through those waters. At each 
Eucharist he celebrated he encountered his risen 
Lord in bread and wine.  

Peter saw resurrection everywhere. He saw it in the 
amazing renewal of nature. He became more and 
more interested in and passionate about green 
issues and a great admirer of Greta Thunberg, and 
he would be glad if one of the ways we keep loving 
him is by taking on that cause. He saw resurrection 

in the love that endures beyond death. He knew 
the reality of St Paul’s words that love never ends 
and remains when all else has passed away. Peter 
was sure that those who have gone before us love 
us still, as we do them, and are willing us on with 
their love and prayers.  

Resurrection can feel like an abstract, 
unfathomable concept, particularly in the stark 
reality of death, but Jesus said, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life’. Resurrection is not a 
concept; it is a relationship with the one who is  
the way, the truth and the life, who has gone  
to prepare a place for us. Through prayer and 
sacrament, Peter was in such a close relationship 
with Jesus that we can be sure his journey through 
death into the mansion of God’s heart was a short, 
peaceful and untroubled one, unhampered by fear, 
into the arms of his saviour from where he prays 
for us and wills us on.  

Peter would not want me to eulogise him. He was 
not perfect. Anyone who ever heard him sing 
would attest to that. Like all of us he was a pilgrim 
on a journey, like all of us life for him was 
sometimes two steps forward, three steps back  
and sometimes side-tracked. He once told me that 
he was inclined to believe in purgatory. I do not 
believe it will have taken long for the white heat of 
God’s love to burn away anything that separated 
Peter from him.  

Peter has made it; we still journey on and the 
journey seems harder and colder without his 
presence, but he is not lost to us; the waters of 
baptism, so muck thicker than blood, bind us  
into one body. If you need to find Peter, you will 
find him in the celebration of the Eucharist,  
where heaven and earth meet in an explosion of 
incarnational, mystical, mysterious presence.  

Jesus’ description of John the Baptist so reminds 
me of Peter: ‘He was a burning and a shining light: 
and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his 
light’. What a season it was, and we thank God  
for it.  

I wonder if you know the poem ‘Conscientious 
Objector’ by Edna St Vincent Millay? It contains 
these wonderful lines:  

I shall die, but that is all that I shall do for Death; 
I am not on his payroll. 

Peter Seal has died but that is all he will do for 
death. Peter has never been on death’s payroll.  
He was and continues to be on the payroll of the 
one who is the resurrection and the life.  

Revd Canon Professor Liz Stuart  
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Extracts from the family tributes to Peter 
Peter was quite simply a lovely human. He had a 
habit of making the paths of others easier. He had  
a wisdom and faith so deep-rooted it helped me 
see a new way of thinking about the world. He 
delighted in the joy of others. He was passionate 
about people’s journeys. Peter made happy days 
happier and sad times easier. He was patient. 
Engaging. And most of all, kind. 

Ben Seal 

In his early teens, Dad was helping in St Chad’s 
Church, Lichfield, where his father was parish 
priest. When some older boys came in to cause 
trouble, Dad astonished even himself by telling 
them in a very loud voice to ‘get out’ – which they 
did. Dad’s strong instinct, even at that young age, 
to protect the sacredness of the church space, was 
the moment he first realised that he had some sort 
of religious vocation. 

At the age of 26 Dad was priested. Dad the priest 
and the man were one and the same; characterised 
by profound faithfulness, goodness, kindness and 
tenderness. 

Nothing has taught me more about the nature of 
God than my dear Dad. He had a spaciousness,  
a way of simplifying things and a wisdom which 
have given so many a feeling of safety and of God's 
presence. One colleague wrote: ‘My heart used  
to lift when Peter came into the room, knowing 
that he would be full of life, honesty, humour and 
wise insight’. 

Dad had the ability to hold his faith both 
profoundly and lightly. His spirituality was deeply 
sacramental and yet lacked any kind of 
defensiveness. He was a pastoral priest and a 
brilliant preacher. He loved a rousing hymn and a 
spectacular procession, and insisted that the coffee 
after a Sunday service be of decent quality! 

With Mum always at his side, Dad had the gifts to 
steer a large ship for very many years. A previous 
churchwarden wrote: ‘He was a wonderful priest … 
compassionate … discreet and tactful, yet with a 
touch of steel when firmness was required’. 

Dad disarmed people by not trying to ‘convert’ 
them to his way of thinking. He took an interest in 
them for who they were, seeing God already at 
work in them. 

As well as the Church, Dad also loved church 
buildings. The stunning reordering inside St Paul’s is 
the result of Dad’s vision, hard work and deep love 
for the people there. 

Since retiring Dad often said he had a strong sense 
of having completed his work. He felt he had done 
what he set out to do. 

Katie Seal 

Peter was a listener, 
kind, thoughtful and 
wise. He cut to the 
chase and talked about 
what mattered. He had 
a deep and sincere faith. 
I valued his inclusive, 
undogmatic and 
nuanced approach, 
which made Christianity 
accessible to such as 
me. He also made time 
to connect with the young people in the family, 
who appreciated his frankness, honesty and 
openness in dealing with difficult questions.  

David Nicholas 

Dad brought his ‘A game’ to family life. He was 
affectionate, affirming, adoring. He was a master of 
regularly saying the things that matter most. 

Dad’s blue eyes always twinkled when he came 
across anything that was good or beautiful or true. 
As one of his nephews wrote, ‘Your Dad delighted 
in other people’s joys and strengths more than 
anyone I’ve known’. He did have his weaknesses,  
of course. Bowls of crisps quivered in fear when my 
father entered the room. Onion bhajis stood no 
chance. But he was, as a friend wrote to Mum,  
‘The loveliest of men’. 

Time here in Wareham saw both Mum and Dad at 
their sparkling best – what a wonderful team! Their 
life together was full of deep joy and beautiful 
companionship. Dad was constantly inviting people 
to go with him for a coastal walk or a pint ... And he 
was full of gently excitable plans: home-making 
projects, the possibility of travel, using his garden 
room for more spiritual direction work. He was 
immensely proud to have a grandchild on the way. 
As mum puts it so perfectly: ‘His loving heart was 
glowing as brightly as ever’. 

In the midst of our grief, Mum, Katie and I feel a 
golden thread of gratitude. How blessed we are to 
have known this man, to have been loved by him. 

When we gathered around Dad in the hospital, we 
felt that golden thread most powerfully. I believe 
that Dad blessed us during that awful time.  
The Critical Care Unit was dark, yet everything 
shimmered. The nurses and doctors seemed 
charged with otherworldly kindness. We were 
given voice to pray and sing. The space around 
Dad’s body felt like the thinnest of veils between 
earth and heaven. 

Dad loved sailing, and it brings us comfort to 
remember how we cast him off together towards 
the greater journey in which he so firmly believed. 

Philip Seal  
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Liz Stuart 
becomes 

Canon 

Canon cake by 
Irene Casey 

‘Forty days in the 
desert’ artwork 

The band 
continues to grow 

Learning 
to ring 
the bell 
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Posy making 

Mothering Sunday 
at St Paul’s 

Children’s 
drama 

St Paul’s @ 4 
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Beyond Ourselves 
In February Jonathan wrote that the Beyond 
Ourselves committee will be focusing on six 
carefully chosen charities: ‘We want to be able to 
give a significant amount towards their work. And 
by concentrating on this selection we hope to learn 
more about them, keep updated with their work 
and pray more effectively – we want to be partners 
in mission.’ Last month the Beyond Ourselves team 
wrote about three of the chosen charities: the Boaz 
Project, Spurgeons and Feed the Minds. Here we 
describe the other three.  

Tearfund 
Tearfund is a Christian charity that partners with 
churches and organisations in more than 50 of 
the world’s poorest countries, often reaching 
communities and situations we are barely aware of. 
It tackles poverty and injustice through sustainable 
development, by responding to disasters and by 
challenging injustice. It also has a history of working 
on environmental and climate change issues. It 
describes its mission as following Jesus where the 
need is greatest. Its vision is to see people freed 
from poverty, living transformed lives and fulfilling 
their God-given potential.  

Tearfund’s work is underpinned by prayer and 
informed by scripture; its approach is clear and 
positive. It is grateful for our partnership in its 
ministry. 

Holy Father, we praise you for all who work at 
Tearfund, for their faith and commitment to those 
in need. Please continue to sustain and guide them. 

Kathleen Freeman, Tearfund Champion 

Barnabas Aid 
Barnabas Aid supports Christians facing persecution 
as a consequence of their faith. It responds to 
needs identified by local Christian leaders and 
provides wide-ranging physical and spiritual 
support. It also raises awareness of the plight of the 
persecuted Church and contests cases of injustice 
when requested by the individuals involved. 

Currently, it is giving specialist emotional support 
to those suffering trauma following attacks on 
churches in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Armenian Christians in the region of Nagorno-
Karabakh are besieged, but Barnabas Aid is 
managing to reach them with urgent supplies  
of food and medicine. In the aftermath of the 
catastrophic floods in Pakistan last year, Pakistani 
Christians received emergency aid. Now they are 
getting help to rebuild their homes. 

Lord Jesus, fortify all who are imprisoned or 
suffering in any way for their loyalty to your Gospel 
and give them the light of your hope in their darkest 
moments.  

Hilary Rowe, Barnabas Aid Champion 

Southampton and Winchester 
Visitors’ Group (SWVG) 
This group works with refugees and asylum seekers 
in the local area. It offers one-to-one support and 
befriending, provides modest financial assistance  
to individuals in need and offers English-language 
tuition. It also organises activities for asylum 
seekers who have few resources of their own  
and may have little to occupy their time. It helps 
destitute people while they are gathering evidence 
to support their asylum claims and arranges access 
to legal advice where necessary. It works closely 
with other local charities, churches and community 
groups. In addition the group campaigns for a fairer 
and more efficient asylum system which will treat 
people with respect and compassion and process 
applications in a timely fashion. Representatives of 
SWVG will be at our Community Day in May and 
will come to talk to us during their ‘focus’ month in 
June, which coincides with Refugee Week. You can 
find out more about its work on this website: 
https://swvg-refugees.org.uk. 

Please pray for those seeking refuge and asylum in 
this country and for the volunteers from SWVG who 
support them in our local area.  

Barbara and Stuart Dorward, SWVG Champions 

https://swvg-refugees.org.uk/
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Eco Church 
God’s creation is in trouble. 
António Guterres, Head of 
the United Nations, states, 
‘We are firmly on track 
towards an unliveable 
world’. The International 
Energy Agency said we can 
have no new fossil fuels 
after the end of 2021 – yes, 
2021, that’s not a misprint! 
Yet the UK government is 
giving tax breaks to oil 
companies to open up 100+ 
new oil and gas fields. They 
have even given the go-
ahead to a new coal mine – 
against the advice of their 
own advisors. 

On 21–24 April a big rally  
is taking place around 
Westminster to demand  
an end to fossil fuels. The 
rally is being organised in 
conjunction with the police. Many of those joining 
the witness will be Christians, people of faith. Jesus 
instructed us that we are ‘the salt of the earth’ and 
‘the light of the world’. In participating in this mass 
protest, we bring our faithful communities into the 
space as salt, actively working as preservers and 
transformers in that secular space (and of that 
secular space), and as communities, even more 
than as individuals, we do so very visibly, giving 
light to everyone. 

On the first day of the rally, Friday 21 April from  
11 am, the major Christian development and 
environmental non-governmental organisations  
are gathering in the gardens of St John’s Church, 
Waterloo. At noon we come together for an hour 
of prayers, songs and witness. Staff members from 
Christian Aid, Tearfund, Cafod, Green Christian, 
Operation Noah, Christian Climate Action and the 
Salvation Army are co-operating on preparing  
the service. 

At around 1 pm a Salvation Army youth band will 
lead us on a (step-free and wheelchair friendly) 
pilgrimage to Parliament Square. We plan a brief 
stop outside the Shell building to pray for no more 
fossil fuels – amen! 

If you do one thing for God’s creation this year, this 
is it. Praying for and demanding climate leadership 
from our government is more important than 
anything else you can do. If you cannot come  
to London then please pray the prayer below  
by Green Christian’s Andii Bowsher at noon on  
21 April. 

Barbara Echlin, Vice Chair, Green Christian 
Submitted by Kathleen Freeman, Green Group 

Please email klvfreeman@aol.com or speak to 
Kathleen to find out more and to arrange to travel 
together. 

  
Compassionate God, you know our hearts and share our sorrows. 
We are hurt by the despoiling of the living Earth, which we love. 

We are angry at the loss we contemplate. 
We long for words of comfort, yet find them hard to hear. 

Turn our grief to active love 
Turn our anger to energy for repair of the world. 

Turn our guilt to solidarity 
and by your forgiveness make us whole with all creation.  

Amen. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19GnHoJrG7er4zD7q3j3Amdtx5dwekXBl/view
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From our elected representatives 
Towards zero-emission motoring 

I recently led an important debate in the House  
of Commons on the future of electric vehicles, a 
subject I know will be of interest to many living in 
this parish. As you probably know, the government 
has committed to phasing out the sale of new 
petrol and diesel cars by 2030 and wants all new 
cars and vans to be zero emission by 2035. So I 
posed the question, ‘Are we ready and are we on 
track to meet this target?’ 

The debate arose in response to current concerns 
expressed to me, by constituents and local motor 
retailers, surrounding the cost and availability  
of new electric vehicles. Also key will be the 
infrastructure for charging them; I highlighted 
concerns surrounding a target of 300,000 EV charge 
points by 2030 and widespread disparities in the 
geographical distribution of them across the 
country. 

Winchester is in the top 100 in the UK in terms of 
charge points per population, but I wanted answers 
from the minister, Huw Merriman, as to how the 
government will meet its own ambitious target. 
And I called for further government grants to be 
made available following the closure of the ‘plug-in’ 
car grant scheme last year, which saw a big spike in 
the number of new EVs sold. 

A large focus in the debate was on the worldwide 
shortage in supply of available vehicles and the 
almost complete absence – for understandable 
reasons – of a second-hand market in them at 
present. I pointed out that the average waiting 
time is currently seven months, with many car 
manufacturers asking customers placing an order 
for a new EV to wait upwards of ten months. And  
I highlighted the high up-front cost of electric 

vehicles, which I said acted as a serious deterrent 
to making the switch for people without significant 
spare resources in their household budget. 

My sense is, many people want to do the right 
thing and make the switch, but the economics do 
not stack up right now – and that’s if you can even 
source a new electric vehicle, given the worldwide 
supply issues we face. So while I, and many of my 
constituents, back the phasing-out of combustion 
cars as a move to support the commitment to 
being net zero by 2050, there remain to my mind 
legitimate concerns as to whether the 2035 target 
is attainable. 

In response the minister said: ‘The government  
is committed to decarbonising transport and to 
phasing out the sale of new petrol and diesel cars 
and vans by 2030, becoming the first G7 country  
to do so. The benefits of zero-emission motoring 
are there to be won: improved air quality in our 
towns and cities, economic growth through our 
automotive industry and ultimately cheaper and 
cleaner driving for all. Getting to that point will 
require government and industry to furnish this 
country with an accessible, affordable and secure 
charging infrastructure network.’ 

To be fair, he acknowledged there was a lot to do 
but said there are ‘reasons to be cheerful’. I hope 
my debate focused on some of them while shining 
a light on some of the very real challenges we have 
to make the change. And it is a change that is 
needed, given that transport is the largest carbon-
emitting sector in the UK, making up 27% of total 
greenhouse emissions, with 91% of them stemming 
from vehicles. 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, 8 March  
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Regeneration of Central Winchester  
On 6 March Cllr Martin Tod, leader of Winchester 
City Council, announced, ‘We have just chosen  
the development partner for Central Winchester 
Regeneration’. This was the culmination of nearly 
three years’ hard work by Winchester City Council 
(WCC) to arrive at a decision to appoint a partner 
to help deliver its vision for the Central Winchester 
Regeneration (CWR) area. 

The vision will see the transformation of a key part 
of the centre of Winchester, bringing significant 
benefits to people living and working in and around 
the district, including the delivery of high-quality 
homes, new flexible workspaces, retail and leisure 
facilities and an attractive public realm. 

The Council followed a comprehensive 
procurement and decision-making process to 
ensure the best-placed team was selected to bring 
forward this vital project. It asked for bids from 
developers who would be able to achieve a vibrant, 
mixed-use city centre respecting Winchester’s 
heritage which will be highly sustainable, reducing 
reliance on cars. The bids needed to show how they 
would engage and seek feedback from local people 
and stakeholder groups through the design stages 
and beyond, as the development progresses. 

The procurement process began in March 2022, 
identifying and shortlisting three potential bidders 
in May of that year. Their bids have since been 
rigorously assessed. In addition to dialogue 
sessions, site visits were arranged for some key 
officers, Cabinet members and the CWR Reference 
Group. The site visits weren’t attended by the 
bidder teams or their representatives and were 
conducted so that participants could see how the 
applicants had approached developments to give 
them characteristics relevant to Winchester. 

Although the chosen partner has now been 
decided, to comply with public procurement rules 
their identity at the time of writing was unknown; it 
was revealed after this article was written. In terms 
of the time taken to select a development partner, 
Martin Tod said, ‘We are deliberately taking a very 
careful and considered approach. It’s a balance 
between thoroughness and moving ahead. It would 
be a risk for the city to not consider this carefully.’ 

Cllr Lucille Thompson commented: ‘This is a very 
exciting decision to be making. This project has 
been hanging around for more than 20 years. There 
is excitement and apprehension due to the history 
of the site. We should not forget why we are doing 
this. It’s about growing and supporting our local 
economy, and also smartening up a neglected and 
abandoned part of the city.’ 

The Council has committed to working with the 
development partner to realise the redevelopment 

of Winchester Bus Station, Kings Walk, the old 
Friarsgate Medical Centre and Coitbury House. 

The first six months following appointment of the 
development partner will involve working with it to 
agree the delivery plan, including dates, which will 
require approval by WCC. The planning application 
will follow 12–18 months after that, with the 
formal planning process lasting between three  
and six months. This means that the planning 
application could be submitted next year, with 
building work starting in 2025. 

One exciting aspect of the CWR work is the 
opportunity to conduct archaeological investigation 
of the history of the development area. Under the 
direction of archaeology specialists, four trenches 
will be dug in the eastern part of the site, around 
the bus station.  

During this process we aim to have display boards 
to show progress, provide viewing access to the 
evaluation trenches where possible, issue press 
releases and have site tours / an open day with  
an exhibition of artefacts. We will be looking to 
involve students from the University of Winchester 
Department of Archaeology, Anthropology and 
Geography to help with on-site finds and sample 
processing.  

This is an exciting time for Winchester and we are 
working hard to ensure the CWR project is 
delivered successfully this time. 

As always, if you think we can be of help, please do 
get in touch with us. 

Martin Tod, Lucille Thompson, Chris Westwood, 
Councillors for the St Paul ward, 10 March

The scope of the current phase of CWR, with the 
location of the four trenches marked in red 
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A McKerrell 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic installer 
PAT testing 

No job too small. No call out fee. 

aimsekai@gmail.com 
07902 497728 

General maintenance, handyman, painting and 
decorating services also offered 

 

 
Have you suffered a bereavement? 

Would it help to talk? 
If so, please telephone: 01962 863626 

(24-hour answerphone) 
Our support is confidential and free. It is carried out 
by trained Bereavement Visitors who are supervised 
by professionally qualified counsellors.  

www.winchesterbereavementsupport.org.uk 

 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

FOR HIRE 
Stockbridge Rd Winchester SO22 6RH 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 
 

Ideal for children’s parties 
Plenty of room inside with excellent cooking facilities 

Fantastic large garden 
 

To find out more and book go to 
www.11thwinchester.org.uk 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

Classifieds 

mailto:aimsekai@gmail.com
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Winchester Heath Clinic 
Who are we?  
Winchester Health Clinic 

is a physiotherapy clinic 

that provides high-

quality assessment and 

treatment, with student 

physiotherapists 

overseen by qualified 

staff  

What we offer 
 £40 physiotherapy sessions which include 

assessment, treatment and education around 

managing your problems   

 £32 Aquatic Physiotherapy class for 4 

sessions in a state-of-the-art hydro pool 

How to find us 
Winchester Sport and Leisure Park 

Bar End Road, SO23 9NR 

Get in touch  
Email WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk 

or book online at www.winchester-health.co.uk 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

   

  
 

SUPPORTING ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

and the local community 

If you’re thinking of selling or letting, contact us for a free market appraisal 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 

www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:WinchesterHealthClinic@winchester.ac.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winchester-health.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CC.Perry1.20%40unimail.winchester.ac.uk%7C2e9fb614841743781b2208d9e0c5c1ce%7C9ef0ad7deaab48a5a07afbb82033fa03%7C0%7C0%7C637787962219464117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tOXD4jVDC5BDGxxlheqZ5w7fTf7cDYHm%2BCcaWM45JKo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk
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MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy eating beef but worry about the 
environmental impact? Then why not try our native 

breed Devon cattle from the Itchen Valley. Purely 
grass fed and slow maturing for tenderness and 
flavour. Low food miles so it’s as local as it gets 

Itchen Valley Devons produce great-tasting 
premium beef, with care for our animals and the 

environment 

Mike’s Beef boxes available 

Please contact us on 07932 173945 or 
thompson.agri@gmail.com 

  

Blackwell & Moody 
Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

SENNEN COVE, CORNWALL 
BEACHFRONT COTTAGE 

Available for weekly lets 

Sleeps 6  

Off-road parking 
www.badgerycottage.co.uk 

Carol Bush: cmbush@btinternet.com 

01962 869649 

  

If you would like advertise in the  
parish magazine please contact  
Katy Palacio in the parish office, 

admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

mailto:thompson.agri@gmail.com
http://www.badgerycottage.co.uk/
mailto:cmbush@btinternet.com


 

 
 
 
 

Revd Dr Jonathan Rowe, Rector  
jonathan@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 616611 

Revd Mary Copping, Assistant 
Priest  
mary@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 687535 

Revd Canon Professor Liz Stuart, 
Associate Priest, Safeguarding 
Officer (children and adults) 
liz@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07754 687530 

Revd Neil Birkett, Assistant Priest 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
01962 864910 

Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 844878, M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, Rector’s Assistant, 
Building for Life Project 
Administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Bill Lucas, Churchwarden, St Paul’s 
bill@bill-lucas.com 

Tim Stannard, Treasurer, Legacy 
Officer 
treasurer@stmatthewstpaul.org 
01962 855871 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
parish.visitor.1@stmatthewstpaul.
org 
01962 808441 

Christopher Seaman, 
Churchwarden, St Paul’s 
chrseaman@aol.com 
01962 849192 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC Secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
01962 810509 

Children’s & Youth Ministry Team 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Alexa Heady, Assistant 
Churchwarden, St Paul’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
01962 841151 

Alison Collins, Electoral Roll 
Officer 
ajcero@btinternet.com 
01962 863739 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St Paul’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
01962 624259 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
Churchwarden, St Matthew’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
01962 853584 

Roberta Brockman, Acting Chair, 
Friends of St Matthew with St Paul 
roberta@fabrock.plus.com 
01962 853088 

Linda Russell-Smith, flower team 
co-ordinator, St Matthew’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
01962 853584 

Dick Wilkinson, Churchwarden,  
St Matthew’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
01962 865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
Supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwinc
hester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

All gifts gratefully received 
Cheques payable to  
St Matthew’s PCC 
Sort code 55-81-26 
Account 73264024 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB, 01962 844878 
Usually open M, W, F, 9.30–3 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

 
 

Contact us 

God, you come to us unexpectedly 
in the hands and voice of a stranger 

and in the everyday details of our lives. 

Lotte Webb 


